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Is STAN THE MAN?

Or Will New QB Be Garcia, Tom Hoying Or Germaine?

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeys Sporta Bullstin Editor

For the first time in several years, a
number of the most prominent positions
on the Ohio State football team are up
for grabs.

At the forefront of the talent search
this spring will be the competitions at
four key on offense at the quarter.
back, tailback, tight end and flanker
poaitions.

The Buckeyes enter spring practice,
which begins April 2 and runs through
the April 27 Spring Game at Ohio
Stadium, without a number of the big

— T that fusled lnst year's 11-2 team.

Gone are Helsman Trophy-winning
tailback Eddie George, standout
quarterback Bobby Hoying, Fred Bilet-
nikoff Award-winning flanker Terry
Glenn and monster tight end Rickey
Dudley.

But as OSU coach John Cooper be-
ns his ninth spring practice with the
uckeyes, the stafl is certain new faces

will step up to accept these roles begin-
ning this spring.

rge's void at tailback will likely
be filled by juniors Pepe Pearson or
Jeormon Jackson or by a member of
O8U's stellar incoming freshman class,
That position does not have the coach.
ing stafT too worried.

Finding a quarterback who can fill
Haoying's shoes does — to an extent.

Quarterbacks coach Walt Harris will
have these four players to watch and
evaluate this spring:

e Junior Stanley Jackson, Haying’s
primary backup the past two seasons;

o Junior 'Fum Hoying, Hoying’s
brother and a close challenger to Jack-
son the past two years;

o Junlor Mark Garcia, a junior col-
lege transfer from Modesto, Calif,, who
developed into one of the nation's top
JUCO players last yoar; and

« Sophomore Joe Germaine, a JUCO
transfor from Mesa, Ariz., who was red-
shirted and ran the scout tenm at OSU
last year.

arris said his criteria for finding
OSUl’s new starting quarterback are nc-
tually quite simple.

“We are looking for a guy who is the
best executor of the system, a guy who
understands what we want to get done
and geta it done,” Harris said. *“We need
a guy who can think, throw the ball ae-
curntely and keep it out of the hands of
the opposition.

“It is a wide-open challenge. Some
might say that Stan, with the most
practice time in the system, has got the
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advantage. Mark Garcla, just coming in
here, may be at a disadvantage. t
I'm hoping for is for the cream to rise to
the top,” he said.

Heading into the spring, Jackson is
listed as No. 1 on the depth chart. But
Harris said past performance will have
little to do with who is under center for
OSU’s Sept. 7 season opener against
Rice.

“Really, even Stan doesnt have all
that much practice time, although he
has way more than anybody else,”
Harris said. *Tom Hoying has been here
too for three years and Joe Germaine
was in hare last fall, but (Mark and Joe)
might be looked at with a little different
eyea this spring than Stan and Tom,
who know the system.”

Jackson, a 6-1, 203-pounder, is a true
athlote with lethal running ability and
a deceptively strong arm. In his two
years as Bobby Hoying's understudy, he
showed an ability to make things hap-
pen. But the coaching stafl would like it
If those things happened within the
framework of the offense.

“Stan can run around back there, but
that's not really what we're looking for,”
Harris said. “What we want is to have
somebody who can stand back there,
stay live in the pocket, exhaust the
progression (of receivers) and then, if
nobody is open, it's nice to have n guy
like Stanley Jackson back there who

can run.

*A lot of times, guys have
going through the progression.
is much improved,” he said.

In two years, Jackson has completed
Just under half of his pass attempts (26
of 53) for 307 yards with two touch-
downs and two interceptions. Perhaps

ems
ut Stan

.

“JACK" TAKES THE BALL — Junior quarterback Staniey Jack-
son, pictured at Pittsburgh last season, is one of four quarter-
backs who will be vying for the vacant starting QB job with the

Buckeyes when spring practice begins on April 2,

his bost lhoudn{'umu against Indiana
last yeur. With Hoying sidelined due to
injury, Jackson went in and directed
three scoring drives, completing 4 of 4
passas and rushing for 39 .

In this off-season, easygoing
Jackson has begun to take a more
serious mpproach to foothall, an ap-
proach that has Harris counting the
days until he gets to see him out
this spring.

“He has decided he wants to be a
player here,” Harris said. *In the past
few monthas, he has made more inronds
in showing that he wants to do it. He

has worked hard a lot this off-season. It
excites me about his future.®

With OSU in full control of many of
its games last year, Tom Hoying got
several op ties to show what he
could do. In five games, he completed 2
of 7 passes for 19 yards, but both of his
completions were for touchdowns.

“For quite n while last year, it was a
three-man race,” Harris said. “In fact,
ot timos it was easier for me to play
Tommy as the backup because he knew

Continued On Page 10
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Griffin Working
On Evaluations,
Grid Schedule

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeys Bports Bulletin Editor

An the focus returna to Ohlo State football with the
start of spring practice, one of the athletic depart-
ment's key figures has a lot on his plate.

Associate athletic director Archie Griffin is busy
finishing P‘l’h a:nnua] a';mluutinn of Osllll coach John
Cooper an footbal as well ns working
diligently on filling holes on 3: 's future schedul-
@8,

As a popular former player, Griffin is also one of
the department's key contacts with former players and
Varsity “0" members.

Last soason, OSU posted an 11-2 mark. The year
was punctuated by losses at Michigan and to Tennes-
seo at the Citrus Bowl. Nonetheless, OSU rated ita
first top 5 finish in nine years.

“I haven't done a formal evaluation yet," Griffin
said. *They still have to go through spring ball and fin-
ish up (spring quarter) classes. But as far as the foot-
ball end of it is concerned, certainly they graded out
pretty well, We got into the last two games and those
were disappointing, but when you look at that sched-
ule overall, it was an outstanding season,

“l don't know if there has ever bean s year where
we have won the type of individual awards we won
this past year with Eddie (George), Terry (Glenn), Or-
lando (Pace) and Bobby (Hoying)."

Griffin said he and athletic director Andy Geiger
base their evaluation of the football program on a
number of I‘nlur:.ﬂ %

you evaluate program, you certainly
look at the wins and losses,” he said. *You look at how
things are |7dr|| !'m- the kids in the classroom and if
they're doi they should be deing as
ltu*nt-lthkm W- look at the relationships between
the players and coaches. We look at (the 's) ro-
lationships with the rest of the university and the rest
of the athletic department.

'W-thm!!dumhumdduilthorﬁ
w-y sesing if they are in complinnce with N

and Big Ten rules. Wa look at the as a whole
ncademically to see how the kids are wise,
seo if they're making their study tables see if we

have any problems with that. We check the rela-
tionship the sport as a whole has with the academic
mu.n.uim

“Recruiting is another area we look at, and when
youlwhalitonmr # year, it was an outstand-
::lnm.lfm at the names we got and the

hlrd-plqyanandwhum’n dbyuuno-
called experts, all of that is good for

*Obviously, you never really knw.hnuucnl.l
until lluypulmth-untfwmt.h md.'

said.

Although Cooper signed a five- extension after
the 1994 season — and, by finishing in the top 10 in
‘95, he received an automatic one-year extension to
take him through the 2000 semson — Griffin
mlintd.nlﬂumdznndhusuﬂhuwmm
tability to the athletic

'W-udl]pwulh-nfﬂupudlhhhumqym
and John is pretty astute about these things,” Griffin

said. *"He knows what he and his program are being
evalunted on, and he's on top of it."

ASIDE FROM evaluating the football program,
Griffin is also heavily involved in scheduling future
opponents.

There have been no recent additions to Ohio State’s
future schedules (sew chart). However, plans are in the
works for OSBU to schedule a rare seventh home game
in 1999, a..rlln that could mean a considerable finan-
dal windfall for the university. OSU haa done that on
only eight occasions since Ohio Stadium was opened in
1022, with the most recent instance coming in 1691.

*“1 would like to r.t another home game for 1900, if
I can, #0 wo ean lhmtnmoonfmm}homt

os,” Griffin said. *Plus, we're trying to get another
o for 2000."

In the coming years, Griffin said OSU will make an
effort to schedule one Ohjo-based Division I school per
year. OBU wi Oth Toledo in 1008, Cincinnati in 1999
and Miami ( ) in 2000,

“We're still ﬁn' to continue to try and get an Ohio
team in here,” he said. *T think that's a good move on

our part.”

OEU'- current two-game contract with Notre Dame
expires after the Buckeyes visit South Bend this sea-
son. But Griffin is optimistic the two schools — which
had not met since 1935-36 — can get back on the field
ngain soon.

'Wohlwnﬂrodl talked about playing Notre

lﬁmhﬂlldon'tlhinkitwlﬂgtmﬂurw
ynr-h- ithmpml * Griffin said.
RIFFIN I8 wwl:inl with former players and
\"l.uily *0" members on scheduling the extremaly
popular *Tunnel of Pride” this season.

Griffin said former players will congregate to form
a tunnel for the team before the Nov. 23 Michigan

and could, per dlowlu!‘urthOcL&
E nn State game at oMm.'!‘lucumntBi.
Ten scheduling cycle would have OSU hosting its top
two conference rivals in even-numbered yoars.

“We will d-l!.nhdyﬁnil.fwlﬂ:hinn.bu&th-nl
been some different thought on that,” he said. “Some
popl'mlduhhhitmmk.butitwﬂl

done at every Michigan game we have at
'l{ln' m ty that we might want to do it
turPcnnBl.l.b n game we definitely want to

OSU Brings No. 45
Out Of Mothballs

Katzenmoyer Set To Wear
Jersey Griffin Made Famous

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeys Hports Bullstin Editor

Aftar 20 years in , the Ohlo State foothall
will bring the ed No. 45 uniform back
!ntoleﬁon.

That number — worn last by Archie Griffin, the
achool's two-time Heisman hy winner - will
come off the “do not issue® list and will be worn by star
linebacker recruit Andy Katzenmaoyer.

Besides his number, Griffin said the school may be
moving toward iuuingu other numbers belonging to
Helsman winners that have long been off-limita,

But in an offort to keep these so-called sacred num-
bers and their legendary wearers in the public eye,
08U may be considering erecting a *Ring of Honor” at
Ohio Stadium.

*That's all been talked about,” Griffin said. *You
may see some numbers out, If they're out, it's being
done with permission from the people whose numbers
have been in limbo for a few years. They will know
about it before we would do it.”

0SU has never officially retired any jersey num-
bers. Rather, the school has simply refrained from ia-
suing several of the key jersey numbers from OSU
foothall lore, Among thoss are No. 22, worn by 1044
Heisman winner Les Horvath; No. 31, worn by 1950
Helsman winner Vic Janowicz; No. 40, worn by 18565
Heisman winner Howard “Hopalong® Cassady; and
Griffin's No. 48.

O8SU has not issued a fall 1996 roster, so it's un-
clear whether any of these other numbers or No. 27,
an winner Eddie George, will

s approving the idea

to bring his number out
'Iundutundﬂminnwllimhehrﬂﬁtm

mayer) who would like to wear that number,” he said.
“I don't have any qualms about that. It is Ohio

State's number. I feel I was fortunate to wear that

ball® award winner and USA Today's national
H-ndwplwdthrhﬂmr wore No. 45 as a
prep player at noarby Westerville South. He is excited
to have the chance to wear one of OSU's treasured

numbers.
'll'lkindd’unl. Katzenmoyer said. “It's the first
has worn that number since Archie

Orifﬂuhﬂ.lt a special honor.
they were recruiting me, I asked about it be-
uunl my high number, They said

Continued On Page 13
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Hollis Has Holes To F

By JEFF RAPP
Buckays Sports Bulletin Biaff Writer

As Joe Hollis pre for his sixth
spring as part of offensive brain
trust for the Ohio State football team,
the veteran assistant coach will wrestle
with one glaring need: finding a start-
ing quarterback.

But Hollis said that was just part of

the equation as April, and the return to
the field, neared.

“l think our goals can y be
broken into three things,” offonsive

eoordinator told BSE. *No. 1, of course,
is the competition at quarterback. We
have three returning and a jun-
jor college quarterbac t all need to
prove some things to us. Obviously,
that's a keen interest of everyone in-
volved with the offense.

“But we also need to find a left guard
to replace Jamie (Sumner), and as prac-
tice goos on we really need to find some
playmakers. We lost soms tremendous

laymakers in Eddie George, Bobby
;hyinz. Terry Glenn and Rickey Dud-
ley. That's a boatload of talent to try
and replace, but it1l be interesting to
seo what happens.”

If Hollis can find success with his
three-pronged plan, then the Buckeyes
would figure to stick m sharp trident
into opponents this fall. After all, the of-
fanse was record breaking once the

i were put in place last season.
But all three areas of extra attention
are fraught with major ifs.

First of all, the quarterback situation
is as unsettled ms any in the John
Cooper era with the return of juniors
Stanley Jackson and Tommy Hoying

P

and sophomore Joe Germaine and
JUCO transfer Mark Garein now in the
mix.

Jackson could be the ?p- of
playmnker Hollis ia lmhm but
quarterbacks coach Walt will

continue to test Jackson's pocket skills
and ability to find the open receiver
more than anything else this spring.

ng needs some ndded confidence
and ring on his passes, while Germaine
and are throwers unfamiliar
with the major college game.

The offensive line quandary is not as
ng, but possibilities are many.
rt freshmon Rob Hu:phhy and

Drew Elford will work in at ] m
and any strong impression by

Burris or Larry Waldon, now a walk-on,
could pave the way for tackle Eric
Gohlstin to move inside. Burris could
also be tried at the spot.

A mujority of the line spots are set
with Lombardi winner Orlando Pace at
left tackle, Juan Porter at ecenter,
LeShun Danlels at right d and
Gohlstin currently situa at right
tackle. The blocking also looks strong in
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The Plus Side:

+ Solid Foundation — If frosh Jefferson
Kelley is as good as advertised, OSU could
possess the best offensive line in the nation.
Even though Kelley doesn’t come on board
until fall, four starters, including Lombardi
winner Orlando Pace, will be raring to prove
their dominance, Solid backups and & new
starting guard candidate (Rob Murphy) will
be on hand as well.

+ Good Numbers — Almost throughout
head coach John Cooper's tenure, offensive
depth has been scant in the spring. Blame it
on injurics, fow able linemen, other sports
(track, bascball) — you name it. This time,
there are barely enough reps to go around
with so many in camp.

+ Uncle Walt — Last year, new quanicrbacks
coach Walt Harris put some zing back in the
um of Bobby Hoying, This year, Cooper
needs his expertise again as OSU looks for
Hoying's replacement. If anyone can seitle
on a QB and develop him, Harris is the guy.

T

R e

The Minus Side:

+ QB Hunt — OSU has one offense, one
spot at quarterback and four contestants
with vastly different skills. The coaches will
probably try to treat Stanloy Jackson as head
gunslinger, but have to keep a very open eye
out for Tom Hoying, Mark Garcia and Joe
Germaine. Not usually & situation diat is
handled

perfectly.

* No Star Recelver — Just as it did last
year — until Terry Glenn embarked on a
record-setting year, that is — the wideout
spot needs a true force. Buster Tillman is the
logical choice, but he caught just one TD last

year.

« Eddle, Where Are You? — Saying the
Buckeyes will miss Eddie George this year
is as obvious as predicting OSU will need 10
run the ball 10 be effective. But the fact is,
George, on wp of his wlenis, gave OSU a
focal point last season. Simply put, the offerse
needs a scasoned veteran o rally around.
Tillman, again, could emerge here as well as

Joe Hollis" flexibility sids the sinuation.

the tight end and fullback ns DJ.
Jones, Breve Wisniewski, Houser
and John Lumpkin work at tight end
and Nicky Sualua, Matt Calhoun and
Joo Montgomery all are expected to
com ot fullback,

named some skill playsrs who
could help ring in the new era for the of-
fenso in wideouts Dimitrious Stanley
and Buster Tillman and tailbacks Pepe
Pearson and Jermon Jackson. But
they'll have to attain key player status
in structure of spring drills.

“l can guarantee you this," Hollis
said, “we definitely won't ahorteut fun-
damentals in any way. This is my 10th
year with John and he is definitely a big
believer that :rlnf is the time to im.
prove the individual football player.

Suanley Jackson.

“We're not worried about game plans
and strategies right now. We're worried
nbout becoming better football players
and a better team.”

That could be tough to do, however,
sincs several green linemen will be
lining up egainst an OSU defensive
front that figures to be among the best
in the nation,

“We're going to have to depend on
some freshmen in our front line —
several of them will be in our two-deep,”
said Hollis, who was promoted to of-
fensive coordinator four springs ago.

Reaching that potential is not only
imminent, it's also expected sconer
rather than later in this of college
football. During a recent family vaca-

MEET

€
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FREE utographs from 4
April 6th

6080 E. Main St., Columbus, OH 43213
Call Jason at (614) 575-5905 for further details.
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»Dee Miller — He made this list last year,
but his maturation was put on hold because
of the emergence of Terry Glenn. This time,
the much ballyhooed wideout from
Springfield, Ohio, will be fecling the pressure
o perform.

+ John Lumpkin — With Rickey Dudiey
now waiting for NFL millions, Lumpy is the
heir spparent at tight end. Even if D.J, Jones
can return to form, the Buckeyes noed a big
target with big-play capabilities 10 wark
zone coverages. Bob Houser and Steve
Wisniewski will push him.

* Brooks Burris/Larry Waldon — If
these two tackles can put together an eye-
opening spring, the coaches will have more
options with the line. If just one of them can
impress, Eric Gohlstin could get serous
veps at left guard, thus taking pressure off
Jefferson Kelley's first weeks in fall camp.

« Joe Montgomery — After much
anticipation, the time has come for
Montgomery to create a niche for himself,
Will he challenge Nicky Sualua at fullback,
getadecent look at tailback, or fade into the
background — possibly for good? Stay tuned.
+ Any and Every QB — Don’'t expect 1o

tion in the South, Hollis looked in on
early practices at Florida State, North
Carolina and South Carclina enly to
find those programs were in the same
situation.

“It's not like yoars past when you
had 8% units on offense and defense,”
Hollis said. *Everybody has to rely on
some of thelr young guys anymore.”

Still, offense vs. defense drills and
scrimmages will be a viable component

to spring practice. Hollis and company

ospocially want to see how many of the
young players respond in drills that
simulate l{l.-il'd down, plays inside the
red zone and against different defensive
alignmenta.

rmaine, for example, slung passes
deop into the defense almost without
thought as the scout team QB last year.
Stanley Jackson and Hoying rarely
have sven worked with the first-string
offense, lot alone dealt with many true
pressure situations.

see Coop hobmobbing 1o much on the sideline
with so much 1o be decided at the offense’s
most kmportant spot. Every single toss will be
scrutinized and all four candidates will be
under the proverbial microscope, bringing a
new tension to April workouts,

Joe Montgomery

Pearson and Jermon Jackson have
been effective perimeter runners in a
pinch, but now someone has to inherit a
good chunk of the workload left vacant
by George. The exploits of runners
Charlie Sanders, Matt Keller and Mont-
gomery are virtually unknown as well,

Receivers such as Stanley, Miller,
Alonzo Shavers, redshirt freshman
Jimmy Redmond and Lumpkin (if his
foot heals) will all try to foil the first-
team defense, too.

*This time of year you ean really see
the maturing process at work,” Hollis
said. “I believe a young man can mature
n lot between the fall and the spring
and we nead some, really all, of our
guys to do that.”

But because it is just the onset of
spring, Hollis ean enjoy the process in-
stead of feel the urgency of fall practice.

“This time of year is always fun®
Hollis said. “But we've got a lot of work
to do, too.”

FREE CHILD'S SUNDAY BRUNCH

A $5.95
Valve
Free

Present this

coupon and

receive one
complimentary
Child's Sunday Brunch
(age 12 and under)

($5.95 value) with the purchase of one Adult's Sunday Brunch!
Valid only at The Boulevard's Dublin Village Center Location.
Not valid with any other coupon or promotion. Child must be
accompanied by an adult. One coupon per visit. Dine in only.

The Boulevard Girille
.Dublin Village Center
Sawmill Road and 1270 near AMC Theaters
766-2583

expires 7/31/94

OSU May Erect Ring Of
Honor At Ohio Stadium

Continued From Page b

Griffin said uniform numbers are an-
other enticement schools use when
woolng top recruits. Another top OSU
recruit, Columbus DeSales back
Berry, admitted he was glad he could
continue to wear his No. 1 with the
Buckeyes.

“Kids in the recruiting wars ask for
certain numbers,” he said. “Sometimes,
in the heat of battle, you try to oblige
that.”

But he does not belleve recruits are
naive or ahallow snough to base thair
whole decision on what number theyl

wear.

“l don't believe that is the case, I
think kids know what's the best place
for them,” Griffin said.

POTENTIAL “Ring of
Honor® could be similar to what has
been erectsd by the NFL's Dallas Cow-
bays at Texas Stadium.

There, Cowboys greats have their
name and number nted on the
stadium’s facade, OSU could do some-
thing similar with scarlet and gray
paint on the feeade of C-deck.

*T've hoard some talk,” Griffin said.
“I guess it's a bility, however,
there's nothing te on that at this
point in time.

“If we would do something like that,
we would y put the player's
name and number up. 1 don't know
where the right place for that is right
now, We need to do some research and
find out whero the best location would
be at Ohio Stadium,” he said.

ATTENTION OHIO STATE
BASKETBALL FANS

Looking For Buckeye Recruiting Info?

We have it at:1-900-740-3600

v Touch line *7" for individual Ohlo State Line

Vv Catch the most accurate hoops recruiting Info
on Ohio State Basketball

v Update commitments with bulletin reports

Y We track the top summer toumnaments

CALL: 1-900-740-3600

(§1.19 per minute, under 18 must have pemnission to call
Rotary phones may call. Not associated with any school
KTM Sports, PO Box 1268 North Massapequa, NY., 11758
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New Coordinator Pagac
Says All Jobs Are Open

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Bocheye Bports Bulletin Staflf Writer

The way Fred Pagac sees it, ho's not
ve the Ohio State defense a

ng
radical overhaul this m
With that tack, approaches

from a unit that alternately deligh
and broke hearts.

Making the Iatter a less frequent oe-
currence is precisely what spring ball is
for.

“We won't make a whole lot of

¢ o said. *We're just got-
ﬁm lpnﬁﬂ, back to fundamen-
tals. That's what this is all about.”

Pagne, in his first spring as defensive
coordinator after years of averseeing the
ety = N v e
- in - into
Buckeyes dtny this spring, whether it in-
volves contact or just routine drill work.

It's all about getting better, and you
can't do that if you don't put in the ef-
fort, Pagne said.

"We want to have 16, 17, 18 kids we
ean roll in and out,” Pagae said. "Those
-are the kids we believe in and think we
ean win with. Well keep them fresh
that way, plus it will help from a com-
petitive nt.*
AT

name
hes Jim Heacock (defensive
lhu'.l lml Jnn. Tenuta (secondary).

With the new coaches having no
preconceived notions about how lhu
Ohic State plnrrl perform, fresh
opinions can be formed. Opportunities
ean be won or lost by players who are,
in some instances, starting over.

*We'll be evaluating,” Pagac assured.
"We have to find some replacements
and some backup guys. This is mostly
about getting better, but you have to
ovaluate all the time, see what works
for the kids and for you.*

He's got a great foundation to start
with, namely up front with ends Mike
Vrabel — an All-American last senson
— and Matt Finkes, along with the
steadily improving Luke Fickell inside.
Replacing Matt Bonhaus at tackle is a
big order of business, one that might be

hmdl.d by equally big Winfield
Garnett.

The linebackers are solid, with Greg
Bellisari manning the middle — at least
yan Miller and Kevin
Johnson flanking hlm Jorry Rudzinski
ll;::..limmllll Dupru vﬂl also get hard

The secondary is rife with talent, in-
cluding incumbents Ty Howard, Rob
Kelly and Anthony Gwinn. Shawn
m;'lil&cmmbuthﬂl

be held out of many things this
spring aa he nurses a shoulder injury
mﬂmdin 0O8U's 20-14 loss to Tennes-
#00 in the Citruas Bowl.

Antoine Winfield, Che Bryant,
Damon Moore, Dan Colson, Central

8
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FREE for 30 days.
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The Plus Side:

» Ten Starters Return — With 10 starters
back, the Buckeyes have the luxury of fine-
tuning an almost set defensive lineup. That
could allow the staff a chance o develop
several youngsters boecause, after this year,
they will need them: As many as 10 spots will
open up after this year,

+ Staff Shake-Up — While OSU will miss
Bill Young and Lovie Smith, the Buckeyes
will press ahead with Fred Pagac as the new
courdinator, Jim Heacock working the defensive
line and Jon Temula oversecing the secondary.
A similar shake-up worked wonders for the
offense last year. Maybe more of the same
could happen here,

* Depth Aplenty — While a number of
starters return, OSU has depth at several key
spots like defensive end, outside linebacker
and safety.

» Star Quality — Defensive ends Mike
Vrabel and Matt Finkes and comerback Shawn
Springs have all camed All-Big Ten honars
in the past and are proven play makers
Although Springs may miss much of the
spring due Lo injury, players like this can lead
by example.

McClellion, Percy King and Ahmed
Plummer are some of the names ex-

E:dwthmthdrhltlnhdurlu

dary
Things will be a little different this
tine around as soma staples of past

springs will be
mmnrlhnhluk

shirts (symbolizing starters) this
Pagac said. 'le-'nnt ;uylmlrf
ferent situations and different combina-
tions and see how they do. We want the
but'uyltompfmrdlndhonnﬂu
field.

But some things will remain ever so
simple, such s hard work and competi-
tion. And there are jobs there for the

taking.
':ﬁ 11 of them,” Pagne said when
asked how pots were up for

The Minus Side:

+ Uncertainties At Safety — This is
actually more of a pleasant probleen for the
OSU saff. Seniors Rob Kelly and Anthony
Gwinn return at the strong and free safety
spots, respectively. Sophomores Damon
Moore end Che Bryant are pushing for
playing time, while sophomore Antoine
Winfield — o big hiter as & backup
cormerback last year — may also try ©
squeeze in here just 1o get on the field with
Springs and Ty Howard set at the comer
spots,

* Depth at Tuckle, Nose Guard — The
interior line wok a “big" hit when Marcus
Spriggs Nunked out. That leaves OSU thin
at these two spots with no one to push Luke
Fickell atnose guard or Winfield Gamett at
tackle,

+ Stopplng the ll-l-M.ldd;m and
T exploited OSU's ibility
qmtlhorm.DSUmln!u\ml
plethora of athletes at lincbacker, but the
Buckeyes still noed w0 develop someone
‘who can consistently stufl the run. In the
same vein, it will be interesting 1o sce how
much of a challenge Roedell Dupree, Jerry
Rudzinski and Matt LaVrar mount at the
various LB spots this spring.

. grabs. While it's hard to envision Vrabel

or Spri being unseated, it certainly
will for a feisty atmosphere
around the Woody Hayes Athletic Con-
tor,

“There are no spots that are
hﬂmmm Pagac assured.
want to keop”the chemistry, but we
want to have the best people out there
u-.. cose _who will help thia wi

Wlth most of the
spring ball well aware
run, there's less of an ncclimation peri-

od.

That should make it easier to install
most facets of the defonse, which should
be in more of an attack mode this sea-

0.
*We'll try a fow new things,” Pagac

.
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« Winfeld Garnett — This 6-6, 310-
pounder has the inside track at the defensive
tackle spot vacated bry Matt Bonhaus, Oamett
must make the ransition from situation player,
primarily in the Jumbo goal-line package, 10
regular. Waiching his weight and improving
his stamina are keys.

« Rob Kelly/Anthony Gwinn — This duo
staried ai the safety spols last year with
adequate results, Even though they are seniors,
they will be pushed by & groupof youngstens.
The coaches may see one of these safety
spots as a chance w develop someone for the
future, meaning if it's a tight race, the nod
could go o someone like Damon Moore or
Antaine Winfield,

+* Roedell Dupree — At 6-3, 248 pounds,
be is an imposing figure, but a year away due
10 Prop 48 made him a tad rusty, This spring
could be his best chance 10 make a lasting
impression, what with prep All-American
inside LB Andy Katzenmoyer arriving in the
fall.

* JefT Wilson — This sophomore emerged
as the No. 3 end by the scason’s close. His

said. “We're going to install most of our
package and run it in the spring. We
want to make sure these guys under-
stand what we want out of them. We'll
see what we like best and what works
and go from there.”

All the fancy terminology and all the
great athletes won't mean anything,
though, if the players cant grasp the
basics

And if it's the last thing he does,
Pagoe wants to make sure that those
basics don't get lost in the wash,

“We're u: be working them
hard and w that,” Pagne said.
"H\lll-mﬂmwhhitmy.mlh
when you work toward winning, We're

ng to work on pursuit angles, tack-

— espocially tackling — and run-
ning to the ball. We just have to im-
prove on the basics.”

A 1595 Ot St FooBad Hignagres Video §10.48
I Ctwe Gtate Fonfld (L AOM §30 64

Defensive Players On The Spot

3

:

Roedell Dupree

emergence could allow OSU some vematility
to use, say, Mat Finkes at another line spot
to shore up depth problems.

Pagnc is of the old school, the one
that says getting down in the dirt mnd
slugging it out is the best way to be sue-
consful. The glitz that seems so per-
vasive in college football today is mere
window dressing to him.

8o he's going to be no-nonsense,
working everyone to the limit and then
some.

“You need to have a good spring be-
eause a lot of what we do here will enrry
over into the full," he said. *The guys
who have a spring will have con-
fidence for the season, while the ones
who don't will fall back. This can estab-
lish a lot of things. We'll be watching
very closely.”

And if Pagae finds the machine hum-

to his liking, it will have been a

uctive spring
That's the kind he likes best.
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Mark Garcia

Tom Hoying

Harris Ready For Chance
To Assess OSU’s Passers

Continued From Page 1

what we were doing better (than Stan).”

Now, though, Harris said it is time
for the 6-4, 221-pound Hoying to master
the physical side of the quarterback
position.

“It's up to Tommy to improve his
skills 8o be can be in tha competition,”
Harris sald. *“There is no smarter per-
son in my meeting room right now than
Tom Hoying. He knows what's golng on
like a coach. Now is his time to come

] through and show what he can do.”

Germaine, at 6-2, 196 pounds, ar.
rived at OSU last fall after transforring
from Beottadale Community College. He
was redshirted at OSU last year, loav-
ing him with three yenrs of eligibility.

“Joo Germaine was recruited by the
previous quarterbacks coach,

. Coker,” Harris said. “I like the heck out

of Joa. He really showed some spark

| last fall about being a disciplined foot-

ball player, but that was before he was

| Just #d by the system and we had to

go with what we had,

“It was fortunate that we had a red-
shirt year to use with him, but in that
time he was able to work hard and im-
prove his akills,” he said.

Good News Travels Fast ]|

Columbus Unforgettables

{| Announces New Prices:
$16.95 Per Book

This past winter, Harris signed his
own JUCO transfer in the 6.4, 215.
pound Garcia.

At Modesto Junior College, Garcia
threw for 3,260 yurds and 31 touch
downs in accumulating the second high-
ost passing efficioncy rating in JUCO
history. Because he has his acadomics
in erder, Garcin was permitted to trans
for to OSU for winter quarter and he
will join the Buckeyes on the practice
field this spring.

“I saw him proctice twice at
Modesto,” Harris said. *1 got a chance to
seo him throw the ball and I liked his
nthleticism and his arm strength, not to
mention the fact his team was 10.1 and
he threw 31 touchdowns against just six
interceptiona.

“But that was last year, Whether he
will be & great football player at this
level, no one knows,” Harris said

Upon his signing, Garcia told
reporters that Harris had said he would
have a chance to compete for the start-
ing job. That was probably the main
reason why he left his home wstate,
spurning a comfortable scholarship offer
from nearby Cal, to come to OSU.

“I know he made a tremendous

“sacrifice in coming here,” Harris amid.

“He could have taken the easy routs
and gone to Cal and been coached by
Steve Mariued, the former quarter-
backs coach for the Green Bay Packers,
But he opted to come here.

*For a California boy to coms out
here in the winter and walk to class in

\ Avallable At Your Favorite Book Store | the freexing weather was a big
— — sacrifice,” Harria said.
* Licensed 0.S.U. Futon @
and accessories
ONLY at Visit Our —es
0.5.U, FUTON Gallery.
We Have A Large
St o
+ Covers + Pillows + Accessories $128 COMPLETE
2710 Bethel Rd. « (614) 442.5527 and
L. MORSE CENTRE - 2100 Morse Rd. - (614) 431-0708
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According to Harris, the OBU coaches already
have soms notions on which way they are lean-
ing. But they still want to let the competition
Mbldthllw.

“They've watched and evaluated since
here,” Harris said. *I've told them
that | already have an opinion, but jt can be ad.

s to get the best player I
m&{lﬁpm,rmrd]osnfﬂm

ticing, but I can't imagine that will continue for
W;Lwhnunit'-mtpndhln to got anybody
" better if all of them are taking turns. I'm hoping
lp?ynmpc up early and takes command,” he
wal

Expecting someone to live up to
on — he set school records wi

29 touc and 3,269 yards last season — is
hard to imagine. But Harris said the Buckeyes
aren't t.nbnﬂnuﬂdnpu:nj;:tyv!. -

“Bobby set o pretty precedont
us 1o follow last year,” he said. “Now we have to
live.up to his standard.”

While would think OSU will have to
simplify imn. with relative neophytes run-
ning it, Harris said that, too, may not be the
cnse

“I don't think we did a lot of complex things
last yoar,” he said. “I think it was simple, but we
may have to do more complex things this year
due to our personnel.

“Last yenr we had Terry Glenn, and every-
body was scared to death of him. Then, they
ware scared of Rickey Dudley. Plus, we had Ed-
die George. That was a good complement. I think
we still will be able to run the ball at a high
lavel, whather it's with Pepe Pearson or Jermon
Jackson or one of the new kids coming in.

“It will be a little different. We'll also need
one of the receivers to stap up and take Te
Glenn's place, and I know (receivers coac
Chuck) Stobart is high on Dimitrious Stanley,”
he said.

Harris said his impending quarterback
dilemma is similar to the situation he faced
when he was the quarterbacks coach at 1llinols
in 1980 and he o pair of future NFL talents,
Dave Wilson and Tony Eason, battling for the
starting job.

“Dave Wilson had been around and he un-
derstood s more sophisticated passing game
than .lldm?h’rmyllwhmdou
Idmlmrrlc-i

“Tony, even though he didn't know what he
was doing part of the time, still a lot of

things done. That year, we went with Dave and
ndxﬂodﬁnynhnuuldphyﬂnmtw
yoars,

Joe Germaine

“But really, to be a player, you don't have to
know everything. You have to execute what the
conching stafl wants,” he said.

Oﬂﬂ WILL hold 14 spring practice sessions
with a 15th offically constituting the Spring

Game.
Practices are ly held at 3:30 p.m. each
day at the W Hayes Athletic Center, al-

though times and dates are tentative. In years
mlhtmhudnbu-dmwmﬂo
um for scrimmages.
The practice schedule begins | 2 with
practices also set for April 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15,
16, 18, 19, 22, 23 and 26,
There is some conjecture at this point about
:i;?] :.pril 27 Bpring Game and what format it
ve.

depth problem if he returns in shape. And help
in on uylnlhoﬁ.llwhulth::tbwm

offensive J‘llmn — inclm prep  All-

But the staff is concerned about
being able to field a full team for the
Last year, dovised an in

format pitting the nse against the defense

turnovers

fullbacks and tight ends,

wdgnh-m live mu::idiﬂmu wl‘tlh:ut o full
offensive line to protect the quarter-

backs is another matter, though.

A Buckeye Season

The Inside Story of the
Glory and Heartbreak of Ohio State's
1995 Season

8 PICKEYE

© ., L1 TheimsideStoryofthe . '
Glory and Heartbreak of Ohio State’s 1995 Seasan. .

1995 wos o banner year of unlimited potential and bitter
disappoiniment for the Ohio State Buckeyes. While their
football team marched 1o its best start and greatest media
attention in years, Buckeye fans ocross the nofion were
stunned when the 11-0 football squad lost to conference
archrival Michigan in the last game of the season. A seo-
| son that hod amadzed even the most skeptical fons hod ended
| in an all-too-familiar way: no Rose Bowl, another loss to
Michigan, enother Bowl loss. Head Coach John Cooper,
once obsolved of the wrath of fans, was once ogoin lacing
accusations thot he can't win o bowl gama or beat the Wol-
varines ~ the two most important accomplishments 1o Ohia
State football fans.

Season recounts this bittersweet yeor for the
Buckeyes with an inside look at a college football team.
Vateran sportswriter and OSU graduote Jeff Snook spent
the entire season with the Buckeyes. from the opening of
proctice to the Citrus Bowl ond foilbock Eddie George's
seloction s the 1995 Heisman Trophy winner. The accom-
plished result is A Buckeye Season, o foscinating view of
the highs and lows, the glory ond heartbreak of Ohio Stale's
1995 season.

ISBN 1-57028-071-1 * Paperback
7X10 * 192 poges * B/W Pholos = $14.95

71
Available in Ohio bookstores or by calling
Masters Press at 1-800-9-SPORTS.
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By the time Vanness Proviit My
m.h-ittoounsuhum
from Fork Union (Va.) Military Aud-
vmly resemble the
th-ﬂu:hyu wd'wm Ohi:,.:by
out arren, ur-
wthlmmb.nﬂ-::m

to secure the required ACT score. He

t last summer retaking the test and

ying in high school all-star football
games.

He never did manage to score above
16 but was named Ohio's MVP in the
Big 33 All-Star game. In a losing effort
to the Pennsylvania stars, Provitt

eaught touchdown of 68, 14 and
12 yards while ing on the same
team with a few players who became

mmrunb-nm' of the Buckeye freshman class
Provitt chose to attend Fork Union to
presarve his yoars of coll -Ii.:ihllity
and obtain a passing score.
from day one st the military mdcmy
all of Provitt's vital numbers have gone
‘"\9‘.“?- both on and off the football
fiel

*He was our big-play receiver,” Fork
Unfon coach John Shuman said. "Be-
cause of his size and speed and height,
we definitely tried to feature him a lot
on our fade routes and down the middle
on our seam routes.”

Provitt, one of the main for the
81 team at Fork Union,
n 195 yards on 32 receptions,
with 12 going for touchdowns.

"We were 80 going into our last

e LT T . v - T

Originally Published: March 30, 1996

Season At Fork Union Has Helped
Provitt Mature, Develop Physically

NAME — Vanness Provitt

POSITION — Wide receiver

pounds since his senior
downs and teamed wi

that ave

was rated as

42

caught 23 for 400

game and he's n great big-

Vanness, and | he'll

to Ohio State.” — Fork Union football conch
SCHOOLS

Michigan State and Indiana.

gnme and, quite honestly, he was one of
the major reasons,” Shuman said. “I've
been around here for 16 years and,
athletically, he's right up there with the
best of them.” 4
nn

Quarterbacks Don Majkowskd
Vinny Testaverde, linebacker Robert
Jones, defensive back Tyronne
Drakeford and, of course, Ohio State
Heisman Trophy winner Eddie George
are just some of the talented players
Shuman was referring to.

“He's just a great young man who
has fit in well here,” the comch maid.
“He's worked hard with his disci
and with academics, since he's eligible
now. He's definitely a
he's done a great job all year,

“We're expecting great things for him

next and the after to keep
this Fork Union tion going.”
Provitt,

oted from private to
nrpmtlnﬂ short stay at the school,
is scheduled to finish the academic year
nt?nrkUrﬂon Ha will not join OSU for

wpri
'Wo are dtl!.ﬂ.ltlly appreciative that
he and his family are upholding his
commitment, and he is still here~
Shuman said. ‘Womﬁn‘hﬂdﬂ-
ate on June 1 and I feel strongly gly the hl.l
wi

hmmithd to our
walk across the stage. nnlﬁlmpod

Tunnel Of Pride Could
Be Added For Penn State

Continued From Page §

get up for.

‘ﬂnmﬂdhmumtwm
a strong look at. Most likely, well
ably do it. We don't want to it
whaere it is not a special thing, but Penn
State certainly is an outstanding foot-
ball team,” he said.

Another project Griffin would like to
see completed is a Varsity "0O" room at
Ohdo Stadium. That could come about if
08U follows through with a PW
$80 million renovation project at the

um.

“If we ever get these renovations that
we talk about, that will cortainly be on
the list of things well want to do,” he
sald. *That's something we've been talk-
ing about for a long time, a Varsity ‘0’

HIGH SCHOOL — Warren (Ohio) Harding
PREP SCHOOL — Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy

pounds
40-YARD DASH TIME — 4.4 seconds
GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 3.0 in high school
COLLEGE ENTRANCE TESTS — 17 on the ACT
VITAL STATISTICS — Provitt has grown an inch and
at Warren Harding. Provitt
back James Jackson, a former Notre
Dcmnmﬁthu&dmmulm),hmpiua potent offensive unit
points & game for Fork Union's te tenm. He
the 16th-best junior college/prep school in the nation
by The N WMWMM As a senior at
and six touchdowna,
= “He lod us in receiving in just about
maker. | have great positive fee 3
p\.t'ﬂ:mdhopﬂ-dlgdn‘whn gels
John Shuman.
— Signed with Ohio State over Illinals,

t on 25
12 touch.

in 1994, he

up about Vanness. It's just a great suc-
cons story.”

Provitt has practiced with the
school's basketball team and works out
as well, with the track team. Besides
weightlifting, he works on his and
jumping ability. This spring, he1l join
other Fork Union cadets for the school's
version of spring football.

“When we coma back. from spring
break, we will do two practices a day on
Tuesdays and Thursdays” Shuman
-ii"W-'llgnwtth»nmdthmh
around a little. It's just to keep
in better condition and better football
thinking."

Provitt is in better condition now,
both mentally and physically, than he
waas at this time a year ago. He still has
ﬂvamw four at Ohio State.

rﬂ athletically be-
uu-nf size. His strength has gone
up, too,” Shuman said of the 6-4, 200-
pound specimen who couldn't bench
press any reps of 225 pounds when he
arrived. He's up to wix reps currently.
“His shoulders and arms are a lot fuller
than what we started with.”

Provitt says he's better off from his
experience at Fork Union.

“It was a big change,” he admitted. *1
wasn't used to the military stuff and

ettt et it i e e

Vanness Provitt

ptﬂn‘ upuriy in the morning, doing

made a big adjustment
wid: I.lut.all.'uuthoronofuum:ﬂ,
it helped me & lot as far as getting = lot
of discipline.”

Baing eight hours away from home,
there were none of the distractions for
Provitt at the all-male school.

“You're able to concentrate more on
your books and the things you have to

t done as far as lifting weights and

ng things to help yourself,” he said.

Provitt is able to concentrate mnd
focus on his goals more becauss of the
things that have been instilled at Fork
Union. There has been nothing but Ohio
State on his mind since his visit to the
school in early December.

“My goal now is to go on to Ohlo
sm.-.runwdu-ymh-uuhnmntl
ean be," said Provitt, working on a con-

program that Ohio State sent
whimrglju-tmuogottunmdpn
form and do the best that I can do to
earn a position and be a standout
player.”

With Terry Glenn's early departure
to the NFL and a thin crop of receivers
returning next year, Provitt, with 4.4
spooad, is not really thinking about red-
shirting next season.

“Well, that's kind of like in the back
of my mind because I'm not really
thinking about that” he said. *I'm
ijmnwtth-nmd ay so
that | don't have to redshirt. If it so
:::rmthutlnd-iﬂn,l}un Il have to

udthh.nutl‘mnntlmkln;hnd

vaiu most certainly has the dis-
cipline in him now to be ent and
gtfoﬂ‘\‘i:h tyln ne at Ohio

te, m George.
bwlwht}ndidmhlmhm
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