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Buckeyes Close
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Another bowl trip to Florida. An-
other deflating defeat.

As is becoming almost the annual
modus operandi for Ohio State, the
Buckeyes fell just short in the Com-

USA Florida Citrus Bowl, losing to
ennesses 20-14 on Jan. 1 in Or.
lando.

The loss ended OSU's senson at
11-:2 and dropped the Buckeyes,
among the front-runners in the polls
all sgeason after winning their first 11

games, to sixth in the final Associa. bo less distressi
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Young Heads
To Oklahoma

Cooper Has Key Post To Fill

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Siaff Writer

Life goes on and the wheel of conches just keeps on

turning.

The Ohio State football team, which boasted one of
its moat accomplished staffa in school history this past
season, now nesda a new defensive coordinator,

Bill Young, who held that position since coming
over from Arizona State with John Cooper in 1988,
;mﬂmod he in leaving to take the same job at Okla-

oma.

Young will work under newly hired John Blake, the
youngest Division 1-A head coach at 34 and one of just
six African-Americans at the helm of a major program.
He'll nlso work with some old friends ineluding newly
hired assistant Joe Dickinson, who in turn recom-
mndd Young to Blake,

om recently ventured to Norman, Okla., to meet
with e, who leflt the Dallas Cowboys staff to fill
the void left by the resignation of Howard Schnellen-
bﬂgll‘, and agonized over the decislon for & week

t wasn't an interview as much as it was n chance
to come look around and see if everything was a good
fit,” Young told BSB. “It was, even though Oklahoma
has had some tough tirnﬂ lately, and now hopefully
wa'll build it back up.”

Cooper and athletic director Andy Geiger have
made strides to incrense the salaries of OSU as-
sistants and have said they hope to never loss a coach
to a lateral move. But Young and his wife, Lawana,
ore natives of the area and felt the opportunity was

special.

give Tennessee credit.”
This latest OSU bowl loss would )
if not for the fact at halftime.

Continued On Page 42

¢t Fumbles, Miscues Keep Buckeyes
- From Citrus Win, Top-Five Finish

first half, Ohio State failed to punch
the ball into the end zone or even get
a first down on fourth-and-inches at
the Vols' 2. OSU sent Helsman

hy winner Eddie George into the

middle of the line on an isolation
Fh}', but a surge of Tennessee de-
cndm shoved him back for a 2-yard

. Ti'un. 08U failed to run out the
closing minute of the first half and
unted to Tennessee with 41 seconds
eft. Two plays later, Vols tailback
Jay Graham ripped off a 69.yard
touchdown run to tie the game at 7.7

» OSU held Tennesses on ita first

DUDLEY SCORES — OSU tight end
Rickey Dudley scores on a 32-yard
pass play, but Tennessee won the
CompUSA Florida Citrus Bowl 20-14,

ted Press rankings.

“l wld my players that even
though we didn't win today, I'm still
proud of them," said OSU coach John
Cooper, “1 thought we had a good
year. We finished up 11.2. We got
beat by a good football team, and

it was almost wholly self inflicted.
The Buckeyes literally shot them-
selves in the foot from the openi
moments on, although a t.omrll:ilg
downpour made holding ento the ball
difficult for both teams. Witness:

o Holding a 7.0 lead late in the

poasession of the second half, but
then roughed the punter. That gave
the Vols new life, and quarterback

Continued On Page 6
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Bowls Begmnmg To All Look Alike

lt is almost like the Ohio State foot-
program is stuck in the movie
‘qund.l-wg Day”: Every Jan. 1 the
Buckeyes wake up in Orlando and by
the end of the day they've suffered an-
other stunning bow] defeat.

In *Groundhog Day,” Bill Murray's
signature line was “I'm having the weir-
dest day.”

OSU coach John Cooper opened his

tgame press conference — after the
Eml:hyn fell to Tennossee 20-14 —in a
simflar exasperating fashion: “It seems
like I've done this before, guys, too
many times.”

(Aa an aside, one of my friends — a
big Buckeye fan — said you don't even
have to watch OSUs bowl games
anymore. Just pop a tnrt in from any of
the last five or six bowl trips, and you'll
get the picture.)

Cooper will take the brunt of the
blame for the team's latest collapae.
Some of the criticisms will be war-
ranted, nlmotiﬁl;l will say that Cooper,
going for it rally on fourth down
throughout the game, showed he was
clearly bahind his troops and playing
for the win.

In the final analysis, Ohio State had
three opportunities in the closing
minutes to drive down and win the
game and the players on the fleld, in-
dudinE Heisman Trophy-winning ‘tail-

ddie George and sure-handed
quarterback Bobby Hoying, fumbled the
ball away each time. Conpir did not do
this, although some will question the

| logic in approving the call far the ill-

futed Hoying option pitch.

Even though everything important
~— the Big Ten title and the Rose Bowl
— was gone after the Michigan loss,
these Buckeyes, to a man, said they had
cleared that from their memory and
they were ready to focus on Tennessee.

ut it apparently wasn't that easy.
Just because somebody tells you this
e means something, you have to be-
ieve it yourself. The warning signals
should have gone up early in bowl week
when George told reporters he was hav-
iélg problems firing people up in prac-

ce.

Thae players have to want it In prep-
aration and on game day, they have to
make it their highest priority. If the
don't, that's when you see gaffes like ill-
timed personal foul penalties, blown
covernges and fumbles.

Delving deeper, the OSU offensive
line played with little fire — or ol'fac-
tiveniess — in either the Michigan
or the Citrus Bowl. They ilmwtd Itllo
emotion at either game, rarely ran on or
off the field at the Citrus Bowl and
simply got handled in both games. In
;-.ny mind, this is where both games were
ost.

Let me get this straight: You have
three first-tonm Associated Press All-
Americans on offense, and you score
paltry 14 points against Tennessee?

From a big picture standpeint, the
average OSU fan must be wondering
when and if the Buckeyes will con-
sistently beat Michigan, go to the Rose
Bowl and, lacking that, simply win an-
other bowl game.

I mean, if you can't win a simple Big
Ten title or Citrus Bowl with the Heis-
man Trophy, Lombardi Award and
Biletnikaff Award winners, just axactly
who do you win those things with?

The Ohio State program is at a posi-
tion now where it is consistently in the
Big Ten title picture. OSU has 30 wins

. o - —

over the last t.'hru yeoars, but just a
shared Big Ten title in 1993 to show for
it.

Clearly, the qundon remains; When
— if ever under Cooper — will Ohio
State take that next step?

His contract says he will be here five
more years. Yes, he got another year
ndded on for finishing in the top 10,
People who are far too caught up in
wins and losses will say it's time to
make a change and get a new leader to
put the program over the top.

I, however, disagree. After the sting
from this defeat subsides, people will
realize exactly where this program is at
— a pretty high level. This isn't some-
thing you dirmmtlo with herky-jerky
changes. After all, do you want to end
up like an Okla.hama or Georgia, where
you‘rt comuml changing coaches for

the l\':.lnai and constantly
rlbu.ilding?

And, no, I'm not advocating that
these perpetual flirtations with great-
ness are acceptable, either. That is,
after all, how redecessar,
Earle Bruce, ended up out of work.

Wa started the season with a golf
analogy. Let's end it with another one:
The current state of the Ohio State pro-
gram is kind of like a golfer who goes
out and pars all 18 holes. He had a good
round, but he didn't get under par.

T would boldface this next statement
if our style would allow it, but I can't so
Il simply italicize it: Ohio State fans
are ready for some birdies.

HAVING SAID all of that, I am not
entirely sold on OSU's chances next

year.

It will be almost like the way Penn
g:;u camo &i“w;n from the ml?ol;iuln

5 year, out i ng,
Rickey Dudley and y flanker
Terry Glenn, the OSU offense will
certainly suffer.

With some support, Pepe Pearson
will step into George's shoes and proba-
bly enjoy a fine yn:r No one is g-oin; to

confuse him with Johnny Heisman or
Doak Walker, but he should serve ns a
dependable weapon.

There will also be plenty of receivers
and tight ends to partially fill the voida
left by Glenn (again, maybe) or Dudley.

Quarterback, though, is the real

uestion mark. Is JUCO transfor Mark

arcin for real? Are Stanley Jackson or
Tom Hoying ready to really make their
mark by leading this team? Or is there
a high school star somewhere waiting to
sign on the dotted line and throw his
helmet into the ring?

I have to believe the OSU staff will
anoint either Garcia, Jackson or Tom
Hoying as the starter late in spring
practice and stick with it. Whoever that
person is, he needs n multitude of prac-
tice reps ASAP. The 1986 schedule,
with opening home games with Rice
and Pitt, allows OSU the chance to sea-
son its new starting quarterback before
he finds himself in with the varsity (and
we do mean varsity) on Sept. 28 at
Notre Dame.

Defensively, OSU loses only Matt
Bonhaus at tackle. He should be re-
placed without incident. The lineback-
ing corps needs a solid spring of testing
and fine tuning, while the secondary
will still be among the Big Ten's beat.

Under what looks like similar cir-
cumstances, Penn State went 9.3 and
won its bowl game this year. And, like
the '95 Nittany Lions, OSU has ita
toughest Big Ten gnmes — Penn State
and Michigan — at home in '96.

JUDGING BY the bowl season,
Penn State and Iown will come back
noxt year ready to contend. North-
wostarn, | believe, will have a solid
year, kind of like Wisconsin did after its
token Rose Bowl appearance. Michigan
is still missing something (ie. a
style passing game to complement 'ﬁm
Binkabutuka), while Michigan State is
still a year away. Nick Saban is quietly
becoming a force to reckon with in East
Lansing. He will be my pick for conch of
the year — in 1997.

Dlincis and Wisconsin were dis-
appointments this past year and they
need a lot of “under-the-hood"™ work.

1 think Ohio State fits favorably into
this Big Ten picture, although the key
offensive puzzle pieces must be ns-
sembled quickly.
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OSU Unable To Convert Chances At Cltrus

Continued From Page 1

Peyton Manning went for the jugular,
passing 47 yards to Joey Kent for the
go-nhond scare,

o The Buckeyes failed miserably on
their final fSur possessions of the game.
08U fumbled three times in the fourth
quarter — including one each by George
and steady quarterback Bobby Hoying,
on a botched option play — all thwart-
ing serious scoring opportunities that
could have turned the tide of the game.
Hoying also threw a desperation fourth.
down pass to right guard LeShun
Daniels, creating a penalty that turned
the ball over to the Vols on downs.

All of the mental and physical mis-
cues added up o another tough defeat
for the Buckeyes, who at one point this
year were considered na national title
contendera,

Instead, the game becomen the latest
footnote to Ohio State's bowl woes: The
team is now 1-6 in bowl games under
Cooper. OSU has also lost five straight
bowl games to SEC teams, including
three of the last four Citrus Bowls,

And it is Tennessee (11.1) that
moved up a spot from fourth to third in
the final AP poll.

“Everyone in the Big Ten's ultimate
goal is to get to the Rose Bowl,” Hoying
said afterward. *We didn't do that. We
ended up down here. We didn't beat
Tennessee, 8o you can realize how dis-
appointed we are right now.”

The game was played in a steady
downpour after rainstorma pelted Or
lando overnight. The playing field,
while slick, was in fine condition, how-
ever.

Sull, what was billed as a high-
scoring shootout between two of the na-
tion's most potent offenses turned into a
strong-willed battle of field position,
punts and turnovers.

Ohio State got on the scoreboard
first, in fact, as o direct result of a
blecked punt by Central McClellion late
in the gﬂk quarter, McClellion burst
through from the left side and blocked
Larry Binion's punt. The ball rolled
dead at the Vols' 23-vard line with 3:00

BLOCKED — OSU special teams star Central MeClellion (20) blocks this first-quarter punt by
Tennessee’s Larry Binion as teammates Antoine Winfield (11) and Steve Baird (9) look on. The

play helped set up OSU's first touchdown,

left in the first quarter.

After the block, OSU put the ball
safely in Georgas hands. He took a
handoff right on first down, carrying for
17 yards to the 6. A face mask penalty
gave OSU a first.and-goal at the 3.
After gaining 1 yard on first down,
George followed fullback Nicky Sualua's
block and dove past a trio of Tennessee
tacklers into the end zone for the 2-yard
TD and a 7-0 OSU lead with 2:07 left in
the first quarter.

The Ohio State defense was seeming-

The Heisman Jersey

By Champion

Congrafuloﬂons Eddie George

L P

ly getting the job done, making Tennes-
see punt on ita first four possessions
and causing a fumble on the fifth as
cornerback Ty Howard put his helmet
on the ball after running back Eric
Lane caught a screen pass. Howard lost
his helmet but pounced on the ball at
the Vols' 24 with 6:21 left in the first
half.

Ohio State was poised to add to its
lead, giving to George on six consscutive
plays. But the Heisman winner was
stuffed for the previously mentioned 2-
yard loss on fourth-and-6 inches at the
Tennesses 2 with 3:26 left. It was the
turning point for what would end up as
a disappointing day for George, who fin-
ished with 101 yards on 25 carries and
was clearly upstaged by Graham.

T knew that everything I would get,
I would have to work for,” George said.
“It was that type of game. Things didn't
pan out like I thought they would. We
were behind and we waunt able to
pound them like we wanted to.”

08U forced m Tennessee punt and
got the ball back at the Vols' 37 with
1:42 left. Again, it looked like the Buck-
eyes would pad their lead, but Tennes-

Lighthouse Deli & Bakery

a 2-yard run by Eddie George, in the Citrus Bowl.

soe's Shane Burton had other ideas. He
sacked Hoying for a 6.yard loss, knock-
ing OSU out of scoring position. Punter
Brent Bartholomew's punt rolled into
the end zone for a touchback with 41
seconds left, and it seemed OSU's 7-0
lead would be safe at intermission,

But Graham carried for 11 yards on
a first-down draw play. Tennessee
called n timeout with 34 seconda left to
take m chance at the end zone. Again,
the Vols called Graham's number on a
draw play. The line opened a gaping
hole and Graham was off to the races
virtually untouched on a 69-yard touch-
down run — the second longest in
Citrus Bowl history — to knot the game
at 7-7 with 23 seconds left in the half.

“If we were trying to run the time
out, we would have taken a knee,” said
Vols coach Phillip Fulmer on his team’s
strategy. “We were trying to move the
ball out to where we could make some
kind of decision on what to do one way
or another. He just made a great play.”

“l was just trying to run down the
middle of the field and it just so hap-
pened that one of their guys tried to cut
my legs,” said Graham, who was voted
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the game's MVP after rushing for 154
yards on 26 carries. *1 just jumped over
him. One guy hit me and slipped off,

and | just ran to the other side and was
oftl.”

A critical OSU error early in the sec-
ond half paved the way for Tennessee to
take the The OSU defense had
held for a three.and-out on the Volo’
i yesion, but a trio of punt-block

lead

cheyes

I including Alonzo
S plowed into Binion and were
n for roughing the punter. The
penalty gave Tennesses a first down at

the OSU 47

Manning, content to dink the Buck.
eyes to that point, wasted no time in
throwing the deep ball. He lofted one
down the left sideline for his main
receiver Joey Kent, who adjusted on the
ball around OSU's Antoine Winfield —
covering Kent in place of the injured
Shawn Springs. Kent made the catch at
the 5 and slipped into the end zone for
the touchdown and a 14-7 lead with
18:22 left in the third quarter.

*“That was a designed play,” Kent
said. *After the penalty, we took ad-
vantage of the opportunity.

“1 don't think the DB had an idea
where the ball was, and that made it
easier for me to make the adjustment
and catch the ball. I only had one man
to beat,” he said,

Ohio State finally got untracked and
tied the game at 14-14 after embarking
on a 10-play, 66-yard scoring drive that
carried over into the fourth quarter.
Cooper rolled the dice early in the drive,
allowing Hoying to run a quarterback
keeper on fourth-and-2 inches at the
O8U 41. Hoying then dialed up Glenn
for an 18.yard gain and hit Buster
Tillman for 7 mare.

A reverse to Glenn loat 4 yards and
onded the third quarter. After an in-
complete , Hoying's third-down
pass went down the middle to tight end
Rickey Dudley. He got behind Vals line-
backer Scott Galyon, eaught the ball at
the 20 and rolled easily into the end
zone for the 32-yard touchdown that,
after Josh Jackson's PAT kick, tied the
game at 14-14 with 14:48 left,

“Bob saw me on a couple of occasions,
he hit me and I waa able to make some
plays,” said Dudley, who enjoyed his
biggest day of the season with five
catches for 106 yards,

Undaunted, Tennessee went back to
work and moved 63 yards to the OSU 8.
A false start penalty and a pair of Man-
ning incompletions forced the Vols to
settle for Jeff Hall's 29-yard field goal
and a 17-14 lead with 9:24 left in the
game.

On OSU's next possession, George
was hit by Vols linebacker Tyrone
Hines and fumbled. Galyon pounced on
it at the OSU 39 and, with just 7:35 left,
it appenred the Vols would wrap it up.

“He knocked it out of my hands,”
George said. “I took a handoff and it
wasn't completely secure and it just
popped out.”
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But the Vols failed to move the ball
and OSU got the ball back after a punt
at its own 20 with 6:29 left. The chance
ended, though, on fourth-and-1 at the
50 when Hoying's mistimed option pitch
to George hit backup fullback Matt Cal-
houn in the helmet and Tennessee's
Tori Noel recovered at the OSU 47.

The OSU defonse stiffened with
Finkes knocking Graham for a 2.yard
loas that helped force another Vols punt
witg }?:2'?81111. - h.l

io State n this posseasion at
its own 17, Huyi:;hjl. George for an 8-
yard gain on firat down, but then threw
o pair of incompletions. On fourth-and-.
2, Hoying found himself under immedi-
ate pressure and desperately tried to
throw the ball upfield. Daniels, an in-
eligible receiver, caught it and advanced
it before the play was whistled dend.
OSU waa penalized 10 yards and loss-
of-down for illegal touching, giving the
:r’o'll the ball at the OSU 15 with 2:33
eft.

But even this was not enough to kill
Ohio State's chances completaly. Once
again, the defense kept the Vols out of
the end zone. Vrabel knocked Graham
for a 4-yard loss this time, and the Vols
settled for Hall's 25.yard field goal and
a 20-14 lead with 2:06 left.

08U, now without any timeouts,
took aver after the ensuing kickoff at its
own 31.yard line. After a pair of in.
completions, Hoying hit Glenn for a 12-
yard gain and George for 5 more. Now
facing second-and-5 at the OSU 48, he
dropped back and hit Dimitrious Stan-
ley for m 14-yard gain to the Vols' 38,
But the backup split end was popped by
DeRon Jenkins and fumbled, The loose
ball was recovered by Craig King with
57 seconds left,

08U's comeback hopes were finally
crushed.

3
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Bowl Results

| L ——— ]
Dute Howl Teams, Records and Results
Dec. 14 Las Vegas Toledo (11-0-1) 40, Nevada (9-3) 37, OT
Dec. 25 Aloha Kansas (10-2) 51, UCLA (7-5) 30
Dec. 27 Copper Texas Tech (9-3) 55, Alr Force (8-5) 41
Dec. 28 Alamo Texas A&M (9-3) 22, Mictilgan (9-4) 20
Dec. 29 Sun Towa (B-4) 38, Washington (7-4-1) 18
Dec. 29 Independence LSU (7-4-1) 45, Michlgan State (6-5-1) 26
Dec. 29 Holiday Kansas State (10-2) 54, Colorado State (8-4) 21
Dec. 30 Liberty East Carolina (9-3) 19, Stanford (7-4-1) 13
Dec. 30 Carquest North Carolina (7-5) 20, Arkansas (8-5) 10
Dec. 30 Peach Virginia (9-4) 34, Georgla (6-6) 27
Dec. 31 Sugar Virginia Tech (10-2) 28, Texas (10-2-1) 10
Jan. 1 Outback Penn State (9-3) 43, Auburn (8-4) 14
Jan. 1 Cltrus Tennessee (11-1) 20, Ohlo State (11-2) 14
Jan. 1 Gator Syracuse (9-3) 41, Clemson (8-4) 0
Jan. 1 Cotton Colorado (10-2) 38, Oregon (9-3) 6
Jan. 1 Rose USC (9-2-1) 41, Northwestern (10-2) 32
Jan. 1 Orange Florida State (10-2) 31, Notre Dame (9-3) 26
Jan.2 Flesta Nebraska (12-0) 62, Florida (12-1) 24

Citrus Bowl Notes

Ohio State's record in bowl competi-
tion dipped to 12-16 with the loss. The
Buckeyes are now 1-3 in the Citrus
Bowl. OSU defeated Brigham Young 10-
T in 1985, but fell to 21-14 in
1993 and to Alabama 24-17 last year.

The loss also dropped Cooper’s 08U
combined record in Michigan games and
bowl es to 2-12-1 (.167). His overall

at OSU after eight sensons
stands at 65-28-4 (.601).

The Big Ten-SEC rivalry in the
Citrus moved to 3-1 in favor of the SEC
with OSU absorbing all three of the
losses since the deal was set up in 1992,
Penn State beat Tennessee for the only
Big Ten win after the '93 season.

» While players from both teams had
trouble holding onto the ball, Brutus
Buckeye certainly did not.

The OSU mascot was in the right
place at the right time early in the
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fourth quarter when a long Manning
pass down the left sideline soared out of
bounds. Brutus caught the errant pass
but was immediately plowed to the
ground by Tennessee receiver Kevin
Nash. Still, he held on.

the postgame
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e Attendance for the Citrus Bowl
was generoualy announced at 70,707,
That was, apparently, the paid total,
Due to the heavy rain, there was an
abundance of empty seats throughout
the 72,000-seat stadium. The crowd was
also mainly pro-Vals, primarily because
Tennessss sold 18,000 seats to OSU's
12,000,

The game, matching two teams tied
for the No. 4 ranking coming in, was
also widely viewed on ABC's national
telecast. The game drew an 11.1 rating,
a new record shading the 11.0 mark for
the 95 game between OSU and Ala-
bama.

The Citrus has risen to the No. &
spot in terms of payout ($3 million per
team) and is poised to make a jump to
the bowl alliance at some point, al-
though its deal with the Big Ten and
SEC runs through the 2000 season.

“I have to like the future of this
bow],” said Florida Citrus Sports execu-
tive director Chuck Rohe. *No. 1, we
have a contract for 6 years, and if the
alliance sticks together, we will con-
tinue to get teams like this.”

According to Rohe, the Citrus could
be in line for & spot in an enlarged bowl
nlliance as early aa 1998 if current con-
tracts are renegotiated and especially if
Walt Disney World gets involved.

The Citrus Bow] celebrated its 50th
anniversary with this game, although it
was known as the Tangerine Bowl
through the 1962 season.

WHITEHALL
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Option Call Openly De

The CompUSA Florida Citrus Bowl
will live in infamy as the second place a
John Cooper-coached Ohio State team
went awry with an ill-fated, ill-executed
option play.

The first, of course, was the 1990
Michi game when then-quarterback
Greg li:.:y was tackled on fourth-and-18
inches deep in OSU territory with just
1:38 left, leading to a 16-13 Michigan
win.

Just over five years later at the
Citrus Bowl, the Buckeyes picked an-
other eritical fourth-down play to unveil
the option. This time, the results were
nearly as disastrous,

Facing fourth-and-1 at the 50-yard
line, OSU quarterback Bobby Hoying
moved to his right and pitched the ball
toward Helsman Trophy-winning tail.
back Eddis George. But the pitch struck
fullback Matt Calhoun on the helmet
and careened to the ground where Ten-
nessee's Tori Noel recovered.

Unlike the time constraints of the
Michigan game, there were still over
five minutes left in this contest. The
play, though, will go down as one of the
more curious moments of OSU's 20-14
loss to the Vols — and for that matter
the entire 1995 season.

After all, Ohio State — a power run.
ning team with George maneuvering
primarily behind All-American tackle
Orlando Pace — had run the option only
sparingly with the first-team unit all

year.
8till, OSU offensive coordinator Joe
Hollis defended the decision.

“I'm the one that made it. It was a
bad call because it didn't work,” Hollis
said.

*There was sound reasoning to the
call, They had been overshifting to the
unbalanced side, but double blitzed on
that play. It was Coach Cooper's deci-
sion (to go for it), but it was my call,
The option was a play that had worked
before. It didn't today,” he said.

Cooper also defended the-option call,
saying a previous fourth-down power
running play near the goal line had
been quashed by the Vols.

“I think it's pretty obvious you guys

Inside The Offense
with Steve Helwagen

want to make a big deal about the op-
tion call,” Cooper told reporters after-
ward, “We just ran the ball on fourth
down and 6 inches to go off tackle and
got stopped. We ran the isolation play
where the fullback is going to block the
linebacker.

*(Fullback) Ni Sualua was out of
the game. He was hurt. We knew they
were going to bunch it up inside and
we've got fourth down and maybe a
yard, yard-and-a-half to go, and we're
thinking if you're going to run the ball,

t the ball outside on the toss sweep.

‘o thought it would be better for
to come down the line and pitch the ball
to the tailback,” he said.

Hoying admitted he should have
audibled out of the option once he
sensed the blitz was coming.

“1 probably should have checked to
the frontside sweep,” he said. “They
kind of disguised their blitz a little bit.
They brought two guys on the outside
and they just trumped our move, We
just didn't react in time. They did a nice
Jjob of disguising that.

“We had numerous opportunities to
come back even after that, At crunch
time, we just didn't get it done,” he said.

Even the soft-spoken Pace, who
missed practice time the week prior to
the game with a minor shoulder injury,
was surprised by the option call. The
play went away from Pace's left side to
the right (short) side of the field.

“] was definitely surprised with that
call,” he said. “I thought we would run
something that was more our bread and
butter. I thought we would use some-
thing that got us here. | was definitely
surprised because I can’t recall us run-
ning that any more than 10 times.”

Horns said it would be easy to chalk
the play up as another botched call,
similar to the '90 Michigan game. But,
he added, he also saw the play work for
a 76.yard touchdown by George last
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GEORGE PLOWS FORWABD.-— OSU senior tailback Edd'ie

George confronts Tennessee linebacker Jesse Sanders head-on
during the Citrus Bowl. George, the 1085 Heisman Trophy win-
ner, was limited to 101 yards rushing and one TD by the Vols.

yoar at Michigan State.

“It goes back to when I'm a senior in
high school and Greg Froy doesn’t pitch
it," Hoying said. *People are going to
make comparisons to that. They had the
perfect blitz to stop that play.

“Nobody is going to bring up when
we check to it at Michigan State last
year and Eddie goes for a long

George
touchdown. If they don't blitz like that
and we do get it, then everybody says
you're a genius.”

THE OHIO State offense never
seemed to get on track in the rainy con-
ditiona at the Citrus Bowl.

barely eclipsed the 100-yard
mark with 101 yards on 26 carries,
while Hoying hit on 19 of 38 passes for
246 yards, Those are respectable num-
bers, that is, until the team’s four turn-
overs and woeful 4-0f-15 mark on third
downs are figured in.

“I think the situation was we were
struggling and we weren't in sync,” said
tight end Rickey Dudley, one of the few
bright spota with five catches for 106
yards including a 32-yard score.

“Everybody on this team went out
and played hard; things just didn't go
our way," he said.

OSU's inability to establish the run
created second-and-long and third-and-
long situations th t the game.
The Buckeyes were forced to pass,
creating easier defensive situations for
the Vols, ng said.

“I don't know how many times we
threw the football, what, 38 times?
That's not Ohio State football. We want
to throw the ball 25, maybe 30 times,
mix it up with the run. Obviously, we
weren't in syne. There were spurts

there where we looked good throwing
the ball, but that's not our game. Our
game is mixing it up,” he said.

“They did a nice job of bending and
not breaking. They did a {ood job of not
lotting us get the big play.

The rain played havoc with the pass-
ing game for both teams. The footballs
became waterlogged early on, making
accuracy tough for the passers.

*“The ball was just Nloating out there,”
Hoying said. *We had problems getting
it out there.”

THE BUCKEYES fell behind 17-14
with 9:24 left in the game after Vols
kicker Jeff’ Hall connected on a 20.yard
field goal.

Ohio State had four possessions after
that point, but could not mount n
serious scoring threat.

The possessions ended in succession
with George fumbling at the OSU 43
with 7:35 left, Hoying’s mistimed option
pitch at midfield with 5:07 left, Hoying's
fourth-down  desperation pass to
lineman LeShun Daniels (a penalty
gave Tennessee the ball at the OSU 15)
with 2:33 left, and Dimitrious Stanley's
fumble after catching n pass at the Vols
38.yard line with 57 seconds left.

Hoying said the Buckeyes believed
they could pull another miracle finish
out of their hat like they had done ear-
lier this year at Penn State,

“I mean, we did it at Penn State and
it really was the same feeling,” Hoying
said. “We got a second chance out there,
Everybody takes the blame on offense. 1
think our defense played outstanding.
Except for two plays, they played wnil
enough for us to win. I think the brunt
of this loss goes on the offense’s
shoulders,” he said.



Two Long Touchdowns %# g,
Cloud Effort By

If you had told OSU defensive coor-
dinator Bill Young before the Citrus
Bowl that his s would hold Tennes-
see to two touchdowns, he probably
would have been ecstatic.

After all, his defense has been
backed by one of the nation’s most
potant offenses this season.

But after Tennessee made a pair of
long touchdown plays and a pair of
short field ?:h stand up for n 20-14
win over the Buckeyes, Young was
pleased with the effort, but certainly
not with the result.

“We gave them two home runs and
let them drive the ball on us when we
shouldn't have,” Young said. *But I
think they played hard. Take away
those two plays and we played a hell of
a game.”

Tennessee's two home runs — a 69.
yard touchdown run by Jay Graham
and Peyton Manning's 47-yard TD pass
to Joey Kent — obscured the fact that
the OSU defense repentedly kept the
Vols out of the end zone in the fourth
quarter. Down the stretch, Tennessee
began three possessions in OSU terri-
tory after quick-change turnovers, and
the OSU defense allowed the Vols just
two fleld goals, keeping OSU's come-
back hopes alive.

*There's a ton of positives from this
game,” Young said.

But Graham's long touchdewn run
caught the OSU defense off guard, for
sure.

On first down ot the Tenneasee 31
with just 34 seconda left in the half,
Graham took a handofl on a draw play.
He cut back into a hole at left tackle,
picked up a block from his tight end on
0SU linebacker Jorry Rudzinski,
avoided a trio of diving Buckeyes and
outraced OSU cornerback Ty Howard
down the left side to the end zone.

It was reminiscent of the feeble tack-
ling efforts the OSU defense had made

ainst Michigan's Tim Biakabutuka
when he ripped them for 313 yards in
the regular-season finale.

*We were shocked, really shocked”
said Howard, whose team went into
halftime tied at 7-7 rather than leading
7.0. *He was pretty {ast and I just
couldnt run the guy down. I ecouldn't
catch him,"

Manning's bomb ta Kent also caught
the Buckeyes off guard, at least person-
nelwise,

Ohio State had planned to use a lot
of nickel coverage against Manning,
who set a Tennesses single-senson pass-
ing record thia year. But those plans
weore foiled when n pair of backup
safoties, Che Bryant and Damon Moore,

Originally Published: Jan. 13, 1996

Yozt pro b

Defense

L A AT

de The

never made it to the e due to dis-
cpli reasons — Bryant was aca-
demically ineligible, while Moore was
sent home from Florida for a team rules
violation.

“We'd already lost our second-team
nickel back (Damon Moore),” Young
said. “We had to send him home. We
ended up playing the Buck linebacker,
and we hngn'r. planned on doing that.”

Then, star cornerback Shawn
Springs left the game midway through
the first quarter due to a fractured left
shoulder blade.

“We lost our best defensive back on
the first series of the game, and it al-
most took us completely out of our
defensive game plan,” Young said. "We
wanted to get a lot of pressure and go
with man coverage. We planned on put-
ting Shawn Springs man-to-man on
Kent, and all of a sudden he's not in the
game.”

Without Springs, freshman Antoine
Winfield ably stepped into the void. But
when Manning looked deep down the
left sideline for Kent early in the second
half, the All-SEC receiver had beaten
the rookie, curling around him to make
a nifty catch and dance into the end
rone with the go-ahead touchdown.

“Springs was on me every play before
he got injured,” Kent said. “When he
left the game, that kind of opened the
door of opportunity for me.

I think they stayed with their game
plan after Springs went out. They had a
tremendous athlete back there in Win-
field, but we were able to take ad-
vantage of him at a bad point for him,”
he said.

Manning agreed that Springs’ injury
wns a key turning point in the game.
With Springs out, Manning con-
contrated on Kent and hit him with
saven passes for 109 yards.

“Springs was going to wherever Kent
was,” Manning said. *Normally, he's the
field corner, but he went wherever Kent
was, It meant a lot (when he left).”

With a steady rainstorm cascading
the fleld throughout the game, Manning
was content to dink the Buckeyea with

high-percentage, short es, He com-
pleted 20 of 35 passes, but for only 182
yards.

“We concentrated a lot on disguising
our coverages, getting pressure on him
and not letting him have a lot of time to
find his receivers,” said OSU defensive
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BIG HIT BY HOWARD — OSU cornerback Ty Howard (2) lost his
helmet but recovered the football after delivering a erushing hit
on Tennessee running back Eric Lane. Buckeyes Rob Kelly (34)
and Luke Fickell (99) converge on the play as well,

end Matt Finkes, who was named his
team's defensive player of the game
after logging a team-high nine tackles
including four tackles-forloss and a

sack,

Young had drilled his team through-
out the bowl practice on trying to con-
tain Manning, Kent and Graham, who
was named the game's MVP after a 154-
yard rushing performance.

“We knew Manning was a great
player, and they really didn't do any-
thing too much differently than we
thought thay would,” Young said. “The
tailback, Graham, we knew was a great
player, and the receiver, Kant, we knew
was a phenomenal player, and they
didn't disappoint us.”

Disappointing, however, were the
two long touchdowns, Finkes said.

“We played pretty sound on defense,
but then again, we came in thinking we
had to stop the big play on defense and
they hit two of them on us. You're not
able to win like that,” he said.

GOBUCKS!

defensive end, broke his own single-
season record for sacks with one in the
Citrus Bowl. That upped his total to 18
for the year, eclipsing his mark of 12
from last year, He also set a new single-
season mark for tackles-for-loss with 26,

Vrabel, a thirdteam AP All

American this year, is now in sscond
lace on both the school's all-time sacks
ist with 27 and the tackles-for-loss
chart with 48. He needs one sack and
nine tackles-for-loss in 1996 to take
over the career lead in both depart-
ments. Jason Simmons, who played
from 1990 to "93, currently owns both
records with 27% sacks and 564
tackles-forloss.

Finkes finished the year with five
sacks and 19 mk]u-fur-{ml, upping his
career marks to 19 sacks and 48
tackles-for-loss.

Middle linebacker Greg Bellinari
held on for the team lead in tackles
with 08, with outside linsbacker Ryan
Miller second with 93, Springs led the
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Cooper Discusses Where Citrus
Bowl Got Away From Buckeyes

EDITOR'S NOTE — Throughout
the football season, Buckeye Sports
Bulletin has published o ta
from Ohio State head comnch John
Cooper’s postgame press confer.
once. For the Citrus Bowl, Bobby
Hoying and Eddie George also were
involved in the ’;:u conference.
Hero is what they had to say follow-
ing OSU's 20-14 loss to Tennesses in
the Citrus Bowl:

COOPER: “It seems like I've done
this before, guys, too many times.

“I told my players that even though
we didn't win today, I'm still proud of
them. [ thought we had a good year. We
finished up 11-2, We got beat by a good
football team, and give Tennesses
credit. Jay Gruham made a greut play
before halftime on the run and the ﬁmg
pass right after we roughed the kicker
was another key play in the ball E.I'I'll.

“We n big play off the kicking
game. We blocked one punt that gave us
a touchdown, then we roughed the kick-
er and that gave them the opportunity
to score on the next play after that. I'm

roud of the way we played defensively.
rlhouqht we played !uu'-r

“Shawn Springs went down early in
the game, our best corner, and that
didn't help us, but that’s no excuse. Wa
planned on using a little more nickel
defense and blitzing a few more times
than we did. But I can't fault our
defense. 1 thought we played really well
on defonse.

“Looking back, we had a couple of
situations where you could ait back and
ucond-ﬁ:nu all day long. Maybe we
should have kicked a field goal when we
had it fourth-and-short, but my think-
ing is we've got a big, strong offensive
line, we've got the Heisman Trophy
winner at running back, and if we're not
going to make 6 inches in that situa.
tion, then we're probably not going to
win the game anyway.

“I felt like we needed to score touch-
downs to beat this fine Tennessee foot-
hall team. They're a fine offensive foot-
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unmatched value.

ball team, and as it turned out, we
didn't get the job done.

“Turnovers were a big factor for both
football teams. We turned the ball over
and that's not like us to have as many
turnovers as we had today and I'm sure
Phil Fulmer feels the same way nbout
his football team. We had a couple of
penalties, the unnecessary roughness
penalty that hurt us a little bit. I don't
understand that. But that's football.”

Q. What was the thinking on the
fourth-down option at midfield, espe-
cially since you hadn't run that all day?

COOPER: “It's short yardage. Look-
ing back, we probably should have
called a timeout. They gambled a little
bit, came with a blitz, and we didn't ex-
ecute it very well. Again, it's n good call
if you executa it or if they've got two
people coming outside, you can't pitch
the ball. But that's one of those situa-
tions where you guys can second-guess
all you want to,”

Q. How big a factor was the rain?

COOPER: *I think the rain was a
factor for both football teams. I think
you would have seen a lot more offense
from both teams if conditions had been
a little bit better than they were. But
both teams played on the same field,
Their offense is similar to ours. Our of-
fonse is maybe a little similar to what
I.h:ly do, although we use the tight end a
little bit more.

“I'm really proud of Rickey Dudley.
He was picked ns (OSU') offensive
player of the game. And I'm certainly
Froud of Eddie George for all he's done
for our football team throughout his
career, not only today but throughout
his career. [ can say the same thing for
Bobby Hoying. He's done a great job for
us.”

Q. What happened on Graham's long
touchdown run just before halftime?

COOPER: “Well, they ran a draw

lay. That's the play you're going to do.
n all honesty, they're probably trying
to run the time out. They're backed up
and they're probably just trying to get
out of there with being down T-0. They

BOULEVARD GRILLE

MISSION STATEMENT: To serve our
guests with a dining experience of

ran a draw play. We didn’t tackle, and
he's a good football player.”

Q. Bobby, can you comment on tha
footing and juat how tough it was?

H Gt *T had a really time
throwing the ball in the first , and I
think Peyton (Manning) did too. It just
wouldn't come out right, After the first
two drives, all of the balls were
saturated, I felt a lot maore comfortable
throwing the ball after the rain stop
in the second half. But it was like t
for both teams. In all honesty, I felt a
dcz:py field would help our team out a
little more.”

Q. Bobby, how disappointing is it to
end the season this way, losing to Ten.
nesses here while Northwestern plays
USC in the Rose Bowl?

HOYING: "I think that's an obvious

tion to msk. Everyone in the Big

n's ultimate goal is to get to the Rose
Bowl. We didn't do that. We ended up
down here. We didn't beat Tennosses, so
you can realize how disappainted we are
right now.”

COOPER: "Probably the stat that
jumps out at me right now was we were
4 out of 15 on third-down conversions. [
think if you look at us for the year,
you'll see we did a much better job than
that on third-down conversions. That's
one aresa. Tennessee wasn't much bet-
ter. They were 5 of 17, but I think on a
better field you're probably going to see
both teams execute their third-down
plays a little bit better.

*I can't say enough about our kicking
game. Brent (Bartholomew) did a nice
job of punting the football, averaging 48
yards a kick. One time we should have
downed the ball on the 3.yard line and
we knocked it into the end zone.”

Q. Eddie, it looked like you were
having some problems catching the ball.
Was that because of the wet ball?

GEORGE: "Yes, it was. My gloves
kopt getting wet and [ kept trying to
dry them off and the ball was just sli

ing through my hands. I think I shon[:
ve made the catches.”

Q. Bobby, the pitch hit Matt Cal-
houn. Did you think that was Eddie
coming up?

HO G: *The fullback usually gets
out of the way. I should still wait and
let him clear and get a good pitch out
there. But, again, they had a blitz on to
stop that play, and I really don't know
how good a play it would have been
oven if Eddie got the pitch.”

Q. Eddie, how disappointing is it to
finish up this way?

GEORGE: “I'll let you answer that."

Q. Coach, do you feel Tennessee
eame in trying to stop the run and make
you pass?
COOPER: “I don"

LOOK OF CONCERN — OSU
coach John Cooper motions to
an assistant during a tense mo-
ment at the Citrus Bowl,

I think they came in here and mixed it
up like any well-coached team will do, I
think at times they gambled, brought
some people and tried to play some man
coverage. Il anything, it looked to me
like their safeties played about as deep
as any safeties we've faced all year long.
Th'\in had the two safeties playing 15
yards deep in two-deep coverage. That's
why Dudley caught as many passes as
he did down the middle.

“They did a nice job of taking the big
play away from us. They took the big
play away from Terry Glenn. Terry,

e after game after game this year,

been able to cateh the ball in front
of the defensive backs and make big
plays. They weren't going to let us just
control the tempo. Our style of football
is more lining up, bloody your nose and
be a little more physical than we were
today. But ain, give Tennessee's
defense credit. They did a nice job."

Q. Eddie, coming in you felt Tennes-
see would be one of the best teams you'd
face all year. How do you feel about
them now?

GEORGE: “No doubt. | mean they
had a great day on defense and they ex-
ecuted pretty well on offense. We came
back to tie the game and it could have
gone either way. We still could have
won it in the waning seconds, but un-
fortunately we fumbled.”

arily.
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%nnessee 20 Ohw State 14

Jan. 1, 1996 — Florida Cltnu Bowl Stadium; Orlando, Fla.

OHIO STATE 7 0 0 i — 14
TENNESSEE 1] 7 7 [ — 20
First Quarter

08U — George, 2 run (Jo.Jackson kick) 2:07 (3 plays, 23 yards)
Becond Quarter

UT — Graham, 69 run (Hall kick) 0:23 (2 plays, 80 yards)
Third Quarter

UT — Kent, 47 pass from Manning (Hall kick) 13:22 (4 plays, 69 yards)
Fourth Quarter

-23.11 — Dudley, 32 pass from B.Hoying (Jo. Jackson kick) 14:40 (10 plays, 68
y )

UT — Hall, 29 field goal 9:24 (13 plays, 59 yards)

UT — Hall, 25 field goal 2:06 (4 plays, 7 yards)
Atk — 70,797
Weather — 70 degrees; Wind, 10-15 mph from the sw; Cloudy with periods of
heavy rain,

Team Statistics 0SsuU uT
First Downs 17 16
Rushing 6 8
Passing 11 6
Penalty 0 1
Rushes-Yarda 36-89 32-145
Passing Yards 246 182
Passes 38-19-1 35-20-0
Offensive Plays 4 67
Total Net Yards 3as az27
Third Down Efficiency 4-15 5-17
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-3 0-0
Punts 7-48.1 9-34.2
Fumbles-Lost 53 11
Panalties 6-57 8-43
Time Of Possession 29:21 30:30
Individual Statistios

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yda.) — OSU: George 25-101; Sualua 2-8; Pearson 1-1; Glenn 14-
4B 74(~12), UT; Graham 26.1564; Ford 1-4; Manning 6«-13).
% P ok (Att.-Comp.-Int-Yda.-TD) — OSU: BHoying 38-19-1-248-1. UT: Manning
5.20-0.1

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) — OSU: Glonn 7-95; Dudley 5-106; Gwrﬁ‘s-l.s ; Stanley 1-14;
Tillman 1.7; Houser 1-5; Sualus 1-1. UT; Kent 7-109; Kyler 4-16; Nash 344; Price 24;
Graham 2.0; Pleiffer 1-7; Lane 1-2.

le'l'mo (No-A I.nn;) OSU: Bartholamew T-48,1-65, UT: Binlon 8-39.2-54.

‘TN n.;l—DSU 6-6,0-11, UT; Falr 3.7.3.10,

hkx;czx;ir; RETURNS a?o-m; Long) — arson 2-13.0-15; Springs 1-19, UT:

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — OSU: Hnwud. Winfleld, UT: Noel, King, Galyon.

INTERCEPTIONS — OSU: None, UT: Austin.

SACKS — O8U: Vrabel, Fickes. UT: Little, Dulf, Burto

TACKLES FOR LOSS = O8U: Finkes [lll', Vrabel (3}. R.Hﬂl.tr Gwinn, Howard. UT:
Burton (2), Hampton (2), Little, Sanders

TACKLES — OSU: Finkea 7.2.9; Whﬁlu 7:0-7; Gwinn 8.3-6; R.Miller 5-0-5; Bellisari
2.3.5; Howard 4-0-4; Kelly 4-04; \fl‘lhlﬂ-i-i Johnson lld'ml-l-s. 20.2;
Boohaus 1-1-2; Kreuzer 1-1-2; Willia 1-0-1; McClellion 1-0-1. UT: Austin 5-2-7; Sanders 4-
24 Buron 4-2-6; Gﬂm 3-3-3 Littls 4.1.5; Jenkins 4-1-5; Noel 4-0-4; Hinea 3-0-3; Falr 3.

0.3; King 2-0.2; Dulf 2.0.2; Hampton 1-1-2; Wilson 1.0-1; Kidd 1.0-1; Groen 1.0-1; White 1-

0-1; Brown 1-0-1; Lane 0-1-1.

Note: Players in the Game not provided in official box scare.
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RUSHING  ATT GMNLOS‘I‘ \II‘T AYG TD LG | TEAM'STATISTICS orr oSl
Eddie George 328 1984 59 24 K1 | FIRSTDOWNS a7 0}
Pepe Pearson B} 408 'n ns a6 3 M Rutting 93 152
Jermon Jacksan 34 im 2 19 44 D 2 Passing 116 143
Nicky Sualus 20 412 3 109 535 o Penaliv '} §
3 Jackson 23 98 31 41 A 0 18 AVG PERCGAMEMUSH 1455 2102
Terry Glenn 4 ¥ 4 M 83 0 1M | AVGPERGAMEPASS  18)8 2083
Greg Bellisen ] n O N no 0o N AVG PER PLAY/PASS 6.6 9.4
Man Cathoun 3 n 3 T sa o 2 TOTAL OFFENSE 4276 6222
BobbyHoylng 59 199 178 21 04 2 3% Toual Plays 15 99
Dimitrious Sianley 1 7 0 7 33 0 6 Average PerGame A9 4786
Josh Jenking 2 2 i} 2 o 0 2 Average Per Play 5.0 6.4
Eric Gohlstin 1 P 1T A « 0 0 | PENALTIES-YARDS 711-579 74.619
Tom Hoying 2 7 6 -9 (] 7 Olfene A7-400 35-307
Deleme 19138 26.213
OSU Totals 566 JORL 349 2732 4.8 29 87 Special Teams .41 1387
OPP Totals 494 2308 Jd1d 1891 3.8 17 69 | FUMDLES-LOST g 1
3 D?':r: EFFICIENCY 53-;“ T8-174
AL S04 ddk
JCOER DY GLARISRE . 4nDOWN EFFICIENCY 1022 1328
; 1 d TOTAL AVG niage 454 330
OhloSwse 110 148 127 %0 75 163 SACKS 1Y 1130 2108
Opposent 31 50 45 M 20 169 TIME OF POSSESSION  370:12 409:4
Average PerGame 28290 3001
PASSING ATT COMP INT ¥DS PCT TD LG KTNG SACKS-YDS
Dobby Hoylng 341 211 12 3269 619 » n 163.4 23159
Sunley Jockson 25 ] 1 02 640 2 n 150.3 745
Tom Hoying 7 2 o 1 11 2 12 1453 1-18
05U Totals a7} 119 13 496 604 3} Rl 162.2 Ji-210
OPP Totals 362 189 214 2385 .522 16 55 10).4 174182
RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG TD LG |SCORING TD EPK EFPF EPR !‘G s
TEmOICM L 1411 230 17 KD |Eddie 15 « B0 0l 112
cm & 47 89 | 30 [TeryGlenn 17 - 1 104
Rickey Dudley 37 $15 IS5 7 41 |Jowwsckson - 57960 - - 1015 BT
Buster Tillman 30 M 179 | 38 | Rickey Dudley 7 . - . 42
Nicky Sualua 17 129 7.6 23 22 | Dimitmious Sualey 4 u
wious Stanley 13 177 136 4 25 | Pepe Pearson 3 I8
3 95 190 0 44 |NickySeala 2 - n
Dee Milier 3 47 94 0 13 {Shawn Springs 2 - . 12
Dob Houser 3 43 id 0O 18 :lubh-y Hoylng 2 03 n
Jermon Jackson 3 1 90 0 15| Aloazs Shavens | . . 6
DeWayne Carier 1 W 120 0 13 | Duser Tilimen i - . ]
1 7 1.0 | 7 |O5U Totals 64 57.60 !-.‘. 0. l LO:15 475
o & A W OPP Totals 27 23-34 1.1 0.2 11.14 220
OSU Tolals 2219 3490 15, 2 INTERLEPTloﬂi
OPP Tolals 189 2385 12,6 10 45 oy NG YARKDS VG TD 1G
FG DISTANCE 0-930.39 40.49 $0+ TOT | poamiiiane! O
Josh Jackson 66, 49 00 00 1015 | Ghegbetisen 3 B i oo B
y CGwinn 3 s 33 O s
0SU Totals 66 4«9 0.0 0-010.15 a 1. 0
OPP Tolals 6.6 11 36 D-11114 mbmaﬁ;tn::w: 3 ;3 {13 0 33
& Vi 2 7 o 1
PUNTING NO YDS AVG T8 120 0K LG R, IR T VL S SO
rent
Bamholomew 49 1885 383 6 14 0 65 [ReREN_ | U AR
O5U Totals 49 1885 385 & 14 0 65 3 3.8 60
OPP Tolals 79 2956 37.4 3 11 4 71 3%2 ;.:'ll.'.'.' i i?ﬂ 'iji é 26
KICKOFF RETURNS
NO YARDS AVG TD LG | pUNT RETURNS
Shawn Springs 11 ¥ w8 1 W ND YARDS AVG TD LG
Dimiurious Sanbey ¥ 162 180 0 29 | Dimivious Sianley 33 284 0 0 M
Terry Glenn ] 158 19.8 0 39 | Tery Glenn 28 5.6 o 18
Pepe Peation 4 9 148 0 18 | Shawn Springs 1 1 s 0 1
Nicky Sualua 1 6 130 0 14| MikeVrsbel 1 It 10 0 W
John Lumpkin | 4 40 0 4 Cengal McCellion | 6 &0 0 b
OSU Totals 38 704 201 1 97| OSU Totals 42 327 1.8 8 4
OPP Tolals 75 1210 460 0 IS | OFF Totals s 64 4.3 0 0w
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Ohio State coach John Cooper on the fourth-down option
call that went awry: “It's short yardage. Looking back, we
probably should have called a timeout. They gambled alittle
bit, came with a blitz, and we didn't execute it very well,
Again, it's a good call if you execute it or if they've got two
people coming outside, you can't pitch the ball, But that’s
one of those situations where you guys can second-guess all
you want to,”

OSU quarterback Bobby Hoying on the difficulty he and
Vols passer Peyton Manning had in the rainy conditions: *I
had a really tough time throwing the ball in the first half,
and I think Peyton did, too. It just wouldn’t come out right.
After the first two drives, all of the balls were saturated. I
felt a lot more comfortable throwing the ball after the rain
stopped in the second hall. But it was like that for both
teams. In all honesty, 1 lelt a sloppy field would help our
team out a little more."

Manning shared his thoughts on how treacherous the
conditions were for the ofTenses: “Some of the timing passes
were hard to execute, Mainly, we wanted to concentrate on
the safe passes and take care of the ball.”

Tennessee tailback Jay Graham, selected as the game
MVP after rushing for 154 yards and a touchdown, on his
“duel” with OSU Heisman winner Eddie George: “I've
heard that question about 800 times this week, but the most
important thing for me is to win, I don't care. He has nothing
to do with me, He's not at linebacker, but he is a great
tailback. He just had a tough game."

OSU offensive tackle Orlando Pace tried to pinpoint his
team’s lack of success in the Citrus Bowl: I think every-

Ty Howard

Orlando Pace

body came out and played hard. Maybe with the time off we
had, we just came out flat and weren’t in sync.”

Hoying on how the Buckeyes knew ahead of time that
Tennessee would provide a great challenge: “We came
down here and everybody said, ‘There’s going to be a
letdown.’ But as soon as we saw them on film, we knew we
would have our hands full. Tennessee has gota great offense
and a quick defense. It was different than Michigan, be-
cause it's my last game and I'm never going to play for Ohio
State again and that hurts pretty bad.”

0SU cornerback Ty Howard on what cost his team the
Citrus Bowl: *They made two big plays. If you take two
plays out of this game, it's a completely different game. It
Jjust hurts to send our seniors out this way, I couldn't
imagine going out a senior and losing my last game. I feel
really bad about that.”

Vols coach Phillip Fulmer talked about receiving a postgame
telephone call from Vice President Al Gore: “That was
great. [ appreciated that very much. He just congratulated
us very much and basically said we had made the state of
Tennessee very proud. He, of course, is a Tennessean.”

Tennessee defensive end Leonard Little on his team’s
motivation against OSU: “We just wanted to come out and
show people we could play with the best in the nation.
They're one of the best offensive teams in the nation. "

Fulmer, whose team finished up 11-1and third in the final
Associated Press poll, talked about some unfinished busi-
ness for his team: “It's a great win, but my dream is to win
itall. We're not there yet.”
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New Recruits

Several Ohio State teams inked top-

notch prospects in the recent signing
period.
Both tennis teams signed premier
performers, the men getting Bjorn Mun-
roe from Freeport, Grand Bahamas, and
the women inking prospects from Mis-
souri and California.

Munree is the Bahamian 18-and-
under national champ in singles and
one hall of the championship doubles
team. A member of the Bahamian Na-
tonal team, Munroe will represent his

country in the Sunshine Cup World
Junior Team Championshi to be
cember.

K}I)ﬂd in Florida later in
unroe hails from the same hometown
as former OSU star Roger Smith, a Big
Ten titlist in 1985.

The women brought in two well-
regarded netters, including Jefferson
City, Mo, native Kristen Jordan,
ranked 45th in the nation by the USTA.
She is the highest nationally ranked
player to sign with OSU in recent
memory and is a three-time Missouri

dngzi.“h.?ﬁg:n Me, Wachtl
ning Jor is er
Jm the 10th-

out of Newport Beach, C:
ranked player in the Southern Califor-
nia rqiom.l rlnldnp and a state dou-

RULES AND RATES: Namuptrmrd.
10 cents for more than one insertion. Mini

checks payable Sports Bulletin,
We mﬂ;‘l‘“ a
merican

Deadline is one week ' to publication
2205 or wrils P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212 for info.

ROSE BOWL watch. 1958 OSU team Rose
Bowl watch from 1957 National Champion-
ship season ocut of Coach Ermie God
ostate. $2,000 or best offer. For info,
(614) B66.2063.

bles champ.

Wemen's gymnastics added two
athletes, Catherine McGhee from Jones-
bore, Ga., and Jill McMillon of Tipp
City, Ohio.

McGhee is an AAU National Cham-
pionship qualifier, finishing first in flcor
exercise and beam and third in' the all-
around. She. was Georgia state
champion in the Junior Olympic level
from 1989.91 and was a USA Classics
qualifier in 1993,

McMillon finished third in the vault
and floor exercise at the Ohio state
championships in 1995, and at regionals
placed 15th in the all-around. That was
good enough to qualify for the national
compaetition.

Though f tli.::l‘ o d d

o 00 Just wrapped up an
it's now the heart of season, anoth-
er Buckeye season is just around the

corner — baseball,

08U's dinmond squad will be shoot-
ing for its sixth consecutive le

championship, and if ta
are to be believed, the Bucks should
have little trouble nsnﬁnc.

Collegiate Baseball recently released
ita top 40 and Ohio State
Mll'Sld in comfortably in the 20th posi-
tion. The Buckeyes and Notre Dame

ond
1990 iasue of Scarlet and
(believed to have women of
on cover). Will pay for this issue or just to

Gray Illustrated! Looking for »

e Diiscms
et and Gray
py 8 article, Call at

614) 208-8172 now till the end of January. I
would appreciate any help or leads!

EARN UNLIMITED cash income and
lifetime residual income. Call now. (614) 575-
2787.

UP TO the minute scores anywhere you go!
Call 1-800-484-3275-WBN1.

SPORTS MEMORABILIA for sale. Pro.
ms, tickets, pennants,
solection in USA.

items, Ohio State
Home and away.
wllege and pro

ets, (602) mma Adelson
Scottadale, #10, 0SB,
85254,

'nmn 19204 to present.

e

NEED TWO tickets for OSU.Michigan game
Feb. 3, Call (419) 726-2830 aler 6 p.m,

FOR SALE: Football (1969) — Woody
Hayes, Rex Korn, Jim Otls, John Brocking-
ton, Jack Tatum, stc. ($200, or best offer).
Football (1970) — Woody Hayes, Greg

Lashutks, Ben Espy, Van Horn, ete,
Also Vie Janowicz mu jsman Tro
winner ($150, or best offer). B

(1969) — NCAA Final Four — Fred Taylor,
Bill Hosket, Dave Barenpon, ete. ($225, or
beat offer). Call (614) B88-3608.

CLASSIC BIG Ten and Bl' Elml com-
memorative regulation

Every ball is imprinted with Ih. color Iop ni
each Big Ten or Big Eight school. Only $3.00
aplece plus shi

supply lasts. ﬁ'mmm purchase three
dozen. Write HHC, 608 Carroll St,, Boone,
Towa 50036.

Iﬂmmdﬂﬂwrdlmm program and

(including scorcboard at
cndllhmo \ND game ng a gift for
my wile, Please call Qn'l-l (at office) at (513)
3534480 If you can help, Leave message if 1
am not available.

ATTRYTION..COLLRCTORS of Searlsf,

OHIO STATE sports memorabilia for sale.

Original 8x10 game action photos from 1961

resent from the fles of sparta photog-

) Gulnubflr:&.‘;;lr Also college and

football, I?Tllﬁl- K"ﬂl

::uldﬂ Street & Smith's, Tﬂ ews

CAA guides & mrﬂ books,

s-wn: hundred sports azines from

19309 to present. 20x30 color of Woody
& Bo. (614) 9284455,

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz and
other members of the Buckeye Sports Bul-
letin stafT are avallable to speak at your busi-
neas, social or alumal group meeti In-

formative and fun. Call (614) 2 for

detalls,

WRESTLING FANS: *“Wooo! The Ric Flair
Record Book® s now available. Thia 110-page
book includes a results record book, photos,
highlights of all the

per clips and Flair's
money order for $30 to SH uurwhn. B249
Broad St. SW, Pataskala, Ohlo 43062.

CLASSIFIED ADS aro the way to go. Call
(614) 486.2202 or write to P.O. Box 12453,
Columbus, Ohhﬂzuuphumrdan
the .Buh'n Sporta BulletinBoard. It'a cany,
inexpensive md really works,

(24th) are the only Northern schools in
the Wast Coast-dominated rankings.

Defending national champion Cal
State-Fullerton is at the top, followed
by Stanford, Loulsiana State, Tennessee
and California. Buckeye opponent Long
Beach State is ranked 19th, the only
0O8U foe in the preseason listings.

The Buckeyes should be up to the
challenge of reclaiming their title,
mainly because most of the infleld
returns. Mike Estep at third, Mark
Carek at shortstop and Alex Eckelman

at second are steady, and if Mark
Chonko hits well, hell be the guy at
first,

Big Ten freshman of the year Dan
Seimetz is back for his sophomors
campaign, and pitchers Mike Biehle
and Bob Spears should anchor a better.
than-believed rotation.

Estep and Spears, both seniors, have
been elected as co-captains for the 96
season, which begins with a road trip to
Lake Charles, . for the McNeese
State Tournament Feb. 23.25.

Young Headed To Oklahoma

Continued From Page 1

*“The overriding factor in the decision
was home,” Young said. "She has family
close to there and we wanted to got
tlo? to lhlmd his wifh,

'oung said his wife, who is a
education er, has an m
brother and other siblings in the Okla-
homa City area.

“Coach Cooper has been as d.rnd
he poodbly can be,” Young added. *Both
he and Helen ( r's wife) have been
really understanding and supportive.
This is a tough move for us because it's
hard to leave here, I don't know if

;oulcl ever find a place better than O
tate.”

The 48-year-old Young grew up in
Oklahoma City and actually was a Coke

vendor at OU football games while in
junior high school. He went on to play
for rival Oklahoma State as a three-
y:? lotter winner and graduated in
1 i

He began his coaching career at the
high school level, then returned to his
alma mater to coach the defensive line.
He then spent two years as an assistant
at Iowa State before beginning his 16-

year association with Cooper at Tulsa,
ASU and Ohio State.

“It's tough to leave a guy like that
and a place like this. Columbus has
bun l m:.munjty tnli‘:;o in and

have been great. going to
ﬂ'l:l:; coaches, the

mdnhnanu rrun. troiners —

everyone.”

Under Young, several top-flight
athletes found OSU stardom, a list in-
:ludi% Roger Harper, Alonzo Spellman,
Dan Wilkinson, Steve Tovar, Chico Nel.
son, Lorenzo Styles, and current Buck.
oyes Mike Vrabel and Shawn Springs.
Also, and maybe more impressive, once
lesser-known recruits such as Jason
Simmeons, Greg Smith, Matt Finkes and
Rym Miller were able to flourish.

As Cooper once said, the cupboard

was bare when Young took over the
d.!'nnu But after allowing a school-
worat 207 points in 1989, the defense
perennially rated with thl league’s best
under Yo! .:-:f In 1994, OSU ranked
10th nationally in scoring defense (15.6
nts) and 16th in total defense
300.3).

This past the defense was
looked uunhabﬂltyofm-lthld’-
fonse was breaking school records left
and right. Truth In told, the unit im-

steadily — a Young staple —
and finished second only to North-
western in scoring defense (16.9) in the
conference. It also ranked third in pass
defense despite op) .romrm throw-from-
behind mentality all season.

*I'm very proud of what we were able
to accomplish. We had some disappoint-
ment at the end of the year, but you've_

COURTINY: OSU SPORTS DNFORMATION

Bill Young

t to look at the positives and wa've

a lot of them,” said Young, who has
been burdened by early departures to
the NFL from r, Spellman,
Wilkinson, Styles and Craig Powell, The
last three would have been seniors this
past season,

In the Citrus Bowl, Ohio State held
high-powered Tennessee to just two
t.ouchdown.l and All-American quarter-

P-ﬂan Manning to 182 yards

owever, rushing defense was

- cmcom as OSU ranked in the middle

of the Big Ten pack, thanks mostly to a

record-setting, 313-yard performance by
Michigan's Tim Bi utuka.

Btiﬁ‘n\’wns iv leaving an OSU
defense that should be among the best
in the nation with the return of the

entire 1095  two.deep, departing
defensive lineman Matt Bonhaus being
the lone exception.

r was in New Orleans for the
AFCA convention and was unavailable
for comment. However, he recently was
quoted by The Columbus Dispatch just
prior to the decision, saying, “Some-
times you've got to do what's best for
your family. I know this — they don't
come any finer than Bill Young.*

A source near the said
Cooper will take a strong look from
within to find Young's successor. That
could make linebackers coach Fred
Pagoc the leading candidate. Pagac,
who accompanied Cooper to New Or-
leans, is a former Buckeye tight end
and has the most seniority of any as-
mistant coach, He joined the OSU staff
in 1978.

Defensive backs coach Lovie Smith
may also be considered, but he just fin-
ished his first year at OSU. Defensive
ends coach Bill Conley also ia well-
regarded, but he has spent most of his
ene ns OSU's unofficial recruiting

nator. . b "
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Coaches, Players Share Blame For Citrus

Here we are again, wondering what
could have been for the Buckeyes in.
atead of celebrating a win in a meaning-
ful bowl game.

The cards were all on the table,
ready to be played. A possible No. 2
ranking, a 12.win season, some
regainad respect, all of it. But the Buck.
eyon, at least offensively, didn't show
up.

I had three friends call me after the
game placing the blame, as usual, on
John Cooper, | disagreed. They asked
me who should take the heat. I said
everyone. You win as a team, you lose
as a team.

It's interesting that when the Buck-
eyes lose, people automatically pinpoint
Cooper as the reason. But when they
win, how often is he praised? Seldom.
It's always “What a great win by the
players.” You can't have it both ways,
people. If you bash him when the Bucks
lose, you have to give him credit when
they win.

O8U certainly had opportunities to
win, but four turnovers and lackluster
offense is not going to get the job done.
By the way, Coop wasn't responsible for
the four turnovers, nor the personal foul
penalty by Mike Vrabel or the misplay
on punt covernge by Matt Finkea.

The only things I can get on the
coaching stafl for were not sending the
houss when Tennesses puntad out of its
own end zone and the botched option
play lata in the game.

ﬁum'djng the punt, if you block one
enrly, then keep sending the troops. Re-
member the Purdue game? Rob Deig-
nan had no idea how to get the ball off,
and OSU won pretty handily. Here you
have a lu']y at the back of his end zone,
maybe a little skittish because you've
already pounced on one, and you let him
kick away. If you rough the kicker, so
what? Tennessee has the ball at the 18
inatead of the 3.

The other gripe has to be the option
play. Joe Hollis says it was his call, to
put the heat on him. That won't ba
tough to do, When you've run the option
only a handful times, with just a

Mike Wachsman
The Facts Man

modicum of success, you know that's not
the time to dig it out of mothballs. It
certainly is not Ohio State’s bread and
butter play.

Not only was it a poor eall, but one of
the worst-executed option plays I've
ever seen, It's a good thing Matt Cal-
houn wasn't looking for the ball or it
would have hit him right batween the
eyes. Ouch,

So we're at yet another unfulfilling
climax to n season that should have
Smc down as one of the greatest in
hio State history, Why is that?

It's tough to put a finger on one
single reason, but there’s no escaping
the fact the Buckeyes just don't play
well the final two games of the year.
Look it up. Whether it's the routine, the
demeanor of the coaches, the players
“not wanting to be there,” whatever,
something just isn't clicking. An anawer
needs to be found.

I don't know where that answer liss.
Greater men than I have been baffled
by loss mﬂu questions,

Maybe things need to ba done differ-
ently as far as Michigan and the bowl
game are concorned. Tennessee didn't
head to Orlando until just after Christ-
mas, while the Buckeyes loft on the
18th, That seems a long time to practice
before a game. Maybe the approach
noeds to be altered.

What doesn’t need to be made, how-
ever, is a radical ch-n?. Ohio State is
now back among the elite programs in
the nation, and if you don't believe me,
just look at all the kids clamoring to
come here. Recruits are smart. They
don't want to go to m school they per-
coive as wenk. Just a little tinkering
here and there might do the trick. You
don't need to rebuild the engine. Just

It was just another case of the little
things, namely turnovers. doing the
Buckeyes in.

That's an all too familiar refrain
around here, ian't it?

THE BUCKEYES weren't the only
Big Ten team not to come through at
bowl time.

If not for Penn State and lowa, the
league would have been a total joke
around the nation. Here you have
arguably the most physical conference
in the nation getting pushed around by
finesse teams like LSU and USC. Go
figure.

Was the Big Ten overrated? It sure
looks that way.

Oh, and 3011 you ery about not get-
ting any respect, remember this:
Respect isn't something you get, it's
somaething you earn.

THIS DEAL the university signed
with Nike has me ambivalent.

On one hand, 1 hate corporate
gonmhi;l»’:‘ — the Tostitos Fiesta

wl, the Kelly Tire Blue-Gray Game,
maybe Value City Arena, too — and any
thought that a college team will have
anything to do with that is sickening.

However, because this cushy contract
states that money will go to all 34
;rumalOSU.ltlmh to be n good one.

ike will outfit each and every Buckeye
contingent,

It will also step up the ad campai
for OSU merchandise, perfect iming for
n school just out of the 18th century as
far as marketing goes.

If this deal gives a kick in the panta
to the Ohio State marketing depart-
ment, which by the way dropped the
ball on the USA national team women's
game (c'mon, folks, only 8,600 at a game
that should have been a sellout?) with
almoat no publicity, so much the better,

OSU is the largest school in the
eountry, with the largest intercolleginta
5 program in the free world. It
should be impossible not to notice Ohio
State. Well see how this one shakes
out.

IT'S INTERESTING to nete that

Ohio State's “toughest schedule in the
nation® turned out to be not so difficult
after all.

Sure, sure, there's a faction that says
the important thing is when you play
'em. Bull. Rate the schedule at the be-
ginning of the year, based on how you
think opponents might do, then amend
it s tenms win or lose. lowa went to a
bowl game and won. So what? They atill
aren't that good. Neither fs Michigan
and the Buckeyes lost that one.

For the record, the Buckeyes' sched.
ule was 39th w#hnt in the country
(according to the NCAA) and just fourt
in the Big Ten. The toughest slate
belonged to Notre Dame, which went 9.
3, losing to Florida State, Northwestern
and the Buckeyes, all final top 10
teams.

The Irish defeated Texas (10 wins),
Washington (seven) and USC (nine).
The only losing teams ND pcl::{ld were
Purdue, Vanderbilt, Boston College and
Navy. And the Bucks played two of
them. So the folks who ragged on the
Irish should pipe down,

By the way, OSU's worst o onts,
Pittsburgh and Indianm, finished the
year well behind Vandy's Commodes
{er, Commodores) in the final computer
ranki;

EVERYTHING  finally
settled on the fleld, wa can give one last
look at the good old top 10, brought to
you with no help whatsoever from
Tostitos. I'm a Fritos guy.

1. Nebraska (12.0)

2. Florida (12-1)

3. Tennessee (11-1)

4. Colorndo (10.2)

§. Florida State (10-2)
6. Kansas State (10-2)
7. Northwestern (10-2)
8. Ohio State (11-2)

9. Virginia Tech (10.2)
10. Notre Dame (9-3)

Some early favorites for next year's
pressason kudos include Notre Dame,
Tennessee, Florida State, Florida,
Miami, Colorado, Syracuse, Penn State,
Nebraska and Arizona Stata.

Bring on the hoops!

TEN YEARS AGO — 1988

Senior middle guardiinebacker
Larry Kolic capped his OSU football
career by winning the most valuable
player trophy in the Florida Citrus
Bowl for his two pass interceptions, one
of which he returned 14 for Ohio
State's only TD in a 10-7 win over BYU.

The Buckeyes held the No. 1 of-
fensive team in the nation to 348 yards,
more than 150 yards below its 500.2-
yard average. They picked off four Rob-
bie Bosco passes and broke up 10
others, holding the Cougars, the top
passing team in the country, to 261
yards through the air.

FIVE YEARS AGO — 1991

Unranked Air Force shocked Ohio
State with a 23-11 victory in the Liberty
Bowl, played in Memphis, Tenn,

It waa the crowning blow to a month
of problema for OSU. An aborted fourth-
down option play against Michigan pos-
uibly cost the Buckeyes a shot at the Big
Ten title and a berth in the Rose Bowl.

Then the coaching stafl was rocked
when three members — Jim Colletto,

' Bobby “Turrer and * Gatry “Blacknéy —

From The Pages O,

tighten up a few things.

-

E R

resigned to take positions elsewhere.
All those problems were exacerbated
by the Buckeyes themselves, as they
conlinunl!r told reportars they believed
they should have been going to a more
prestigious bow] than the Liberty.

ONE YEAR AGO — 1995
Despite losing to Alabama 24-17 in
the CompUSA Florida Citrus Bowl on
Jan, 2, Ohio State dropped just one
place — to 14th — in the final Associa-
ted Press top 25 poll and actually

moved up two spots — to ninth — in the
final USA Today/CNN top 25,
Passing game coordinator and

quarterbacks coach Ron Hudson was let
go by head coach John Cooper Jan. 8,
the second change to the offensive stafl
in a month. Tackles and tight ends
coach Lee Owens also left to take the
hend coaching job at Akron.

On Jan. 5, All-American offensive
tackle Korey Stringer — a sure-fire
first-rounder — announced his inten-

tion to forgo his unjmar of eligibility
d - .

at OSU to enter the raft.
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I wish I could feel as u as 80
many of you seem to feel following Ohio
State's losses to i and Tennes-
see in the Citrus Bowl. You're the same

think fans would be more willing to ac-

Originally Published:

cept o defeat against a national power
like Tennessee? Probably.

Heck. Let's look at the last two
games in the context of this season
alone.

Wae all saw how good this Buckeye
team was. Just a fow weeks ago, many
of you were nrguir;g that the Buckeyes
should be ranked No. 1 in the country,
ahead of Nebraska. Don't you think that
it's a reasonable desire for a team that
is better than the mighty "Huskers to
beat a Michigan team ended up
with four losses or a Tennessee team
that was geod, but in my book not as
good as Ohio State?

Some of the things I hear as people
try and justify OSU’s performance just
amaze me.

o “Bo Schembechler had & poor
record in bowl games. I suppose you
think he was a bad coach*

Since when did we use the most
hated rival coach in Ohio State football
history as a yardstick for Buckeye
coaches? And while it's true Schem-
bechler lost his first seven bowl games,
five of them were in the Rose Bowl. At
least he was at the dance. And don't
forget his record was 11.9-1 against
rival OSU.

The good news is Bo's eighth bowl
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Lowering Expectations Not Acceptable For OSU

appearance was also at the Rose Bowl
and the Wolverines won that one follow-
ing the 1880 season. Perhaps that's a
good sign for the Buckeyes.

o “It's not the coach’s job to motivate
the team.”

Then whose job is it? Of course the
players, particularly the seniors and
captains, should provide some of the
motivation, but ultimately the buck
s with the head coach for all aspects
of the program, including motivation.

e "Ohio State had the Heisman

y winner, the Lombardi winner
ana the Biletnikoff winner. How can you
say it wasn't a successful secasont”

I thought team success was more im-

t than individual honors. Bes-
ides, with all that talent, shouldn't the
Buckeyes have defeated a Michigan or
Tennessee team that didn't have all

those award winnera?
® "The coach is doing a good job be-
cause recruiting has improved. at

all the Elayurr Ohio State is sending to
the NFL."

Again, if the Buckeyes have all this
talent, let's ‘see them win some
championships.

¢ “Get over it, Woody Hayes is dead.”

I don't think Woody Hayes is the is-
sue, though I think most of the values
Hayes stood for are still valid in 19986,
Most people understand that the days of
the Big Two, Little Eight are over, But
once every 11 years, they'd like to see
the Buckeyes go to the Rose Bowl.
People aren't necessarily asking for the
Buckeyes to play to the level of Hayes-
led teams, How about to the level of
Gary Barnett's teams?

# “A coach’s main job isn't to win
championships. It's to run a clean pro-
gram and graduate ita players.”

Those goals should be at the top of
any coach’'s list. But you can do that
and win championships. Bill Mallory,
as far as [ know, runs a clean program
at Indiana. If the Buckeyes go 2-9 like
the Hooslers did in 1995, would that be
OK because the program is clean?

I can't ak for all Buckeye fans,
but [ want John Cooper to get over that
last hump. I think most people do.
People want the Buckeyes to do waell.
That's what was so frustrating about
this season. This was the year to quiet
all the naysayers. The 1993 season was
anather opportunity.

By the way, if you think that the
Buckeyes don't have a prayer of win-
ning the Big Ten championship in 1996,
keep in mind that no one expected the
Buckeyes to be as strong as they were
in 1995.

—=" e [T

The goodwill the Buckeyes would
generate with a win over Michigan and
a trip to the Rose Bowl would carry over
for several seasons. But when start
to compile frustrating seasons like 1993
and 1995, it's no wonder that so many

le are rostless.

refuse to believe that Cooper is
satisfied with the way those seasons
played out. And I refuse to believe that
the players are satisfied. Expectations
are higher at Ohio State, and that's
what makes this football program great.

As | said in the last issue, if some of
you fans continue to lower those ex-
mm eventually they will indeed

@ lower and the extra edge needed
to put the Buckeyes over the top will be
eliminated.

I FOUND the final football polls in-
teresting. Ohio State has traditionally
been ranked higher in the coaches poll
than the media poll. I always figured
that the media voters had a bias nst
Ohio State and the coaches had a better
m of where the Buckeyes really

Howaever, in the final polls the media
had the Buckeyes ranked sixth and the
coaches eighth. I think the media, like
some of the fans, simply looked at the
11-2 season and ranked the Bucks ae-
cordingly. The coaches know that you've
got to beat your archrival and win your
bowl game, especially when you have
the superior team,

IT'S NOT too early for you Buckeye
fans in northwest Ohio to start thinking
about the very popular Toledo-ares
“Meet the Buckeyes Night."

The event, held every two years, is
slated for the Masonic Great Hall on
May 3. This year's honoree will be
three-time Buckeye All-American Tom
Skladany, sure to be an entertaining
featured speaker. Also scheduled to at-
tend are John Cooper, Randy Ayers,
Nancy Darsch, Archie Griffin, Andy
Geiger and other membera of the OSU
athletic department stafl. Members of
the band and cheerleading squad will
also be present.

I have had the privilege of attending
each of the previous four “Moeet the
Buckeyes Nights" where Archie Griffin,
Clark Kellogg, Jim Lachey and Mike
Tomezak have been honored. Thia is an
event that no Buckeye fan should miss,
oven if you don't live in the area.

Tickets are available for $25, which
includes dinner, nt the Buckeye-
Wolverine Shop, Dan Rodgers Sporting
Goods and at the Stranahan Theatre
box office. For more information call
(419) 841-8215.
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