Originally Published: May 14, 1994

Vol, 13, No. 27

“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More"

12802

May 14, 1994

Former Maryland AD Comes To Buckeyes With Impressive Resume

Ohio State Selects Gei

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Hopscotching the United States for
the past two decades, Andy Geiger had
sot foot inside Ohio Stadium exactly one
time in his 55 years.

An athletic director at Stanford, he
watched in 1982 aa John Elway led the
Cardinal w a 23-20 come-from-behind
victory over Ohio State.

A dozen years later, Geiger has ac-
cepted the challenge of working in the
shadow of the Horseshoe, agreeing to
become the seventh athletic director in
OSU histary.

Although there have been only seven
men who have occupied the post since
1012, Geiger will be the fifth since 1970
and third since 1084. While Lynn St.
John and Richard Larkine were on the

Job a combinad 58 Ed Weaver,
; Rz.h‘nﬂqy and - Jim

Jonu havt averaged only about six
ench,

And some have wondered publicly if
Geiger will do anything to halt the
recent trend, if his hiring is only a stop-
gap measure as Ohio State tries to
emerge from an NCAA investigation of
its men's basketball program.

“I rejoct that notion,” Geiger said.
“Nothing haa been presented to me in
terms of this being that sort of appoint-
ment. I'm in for a much longer haul
than that. I'm not here just for a cup of
coffee.”

er As New Director

Armed with an impressive r
that includes athletic directorships at
two different Ivy League schools in ad-
dition to an 11-year stint at Stanford
before becoming AD at Maryland,
Geiger may be just the man to lead the
Ohio State athletic department into the
21st century. The university hierarchy
thinks so.

“He in considered by many people to
be the fineat athletic director in this
country,” said OSU president Gordon
Gee, "Some of you have had an op-
portunity to talk with people at other
placea Andy has been, and I have been
delighted that you have done so.

“In oach of those occasions, several
words come through: energy, ability, the
fact that he is very intelligent, the fact
that he makes good choices, the fact
that he hires good people, and, of
course, ultimately that he cares deeply
about the student and he cares about
the athlete, Those are the issues that
we think are important for Ohio State
and that are certainly the essence of
this university.”

There are other things that are the
essence of Ohio State athletics, at least
in the eyes of many alumni and fans.
Geiger immediately addressed those
during a press conference April 20 when

SPRING GAME STROLL — Ohio State president Gordon Gee (left) waves to the Ohio Stadium
crowd as he ushers new athletie director Andy Geiger around during the football team's annual
spring game. Geiger will take over the athletic directorship from Jim Jones, who will retire this
summer. Geiger was hired from Maryland, where he has spent the last four years.,

he was officially introduced to the Co-
lumbus press.

When asked what he envisioned as
some of the grentest challenges ahead,
he immediately replied, “Beating
Michigan.” Geiger also addressed the
challenge of reaching out to alumni who
had hoped the athletic director’s job
would go to one of several former OSU
nthletes — Rex Kern, Archie Griffin,
Bill Hosket or Dutch Baughman.

“If there are hard feelings, I will
work very hard to bridge those,” he

said. *I'm not necessarily going to
apologize for who | am and where I've
come from,

“At the same time, I'm honored,

thrilled and delighted to accept the
challenge and the opportunity of being
the seventh athletic director in the long
and very proud history of The Ohio
State University. I realize that there is
great tradition here and I also realize
there are vory high expectations. 1
pledge to you, to this great university
and to the people of Ohio, my very

finest efforts to continue and build upon
that reputation.®

Despite having set foot on the
campus only one time before being men-
tioned for the athletic director's job,
Geiger is really no stranger to Ohio
State. In fact, he has a history of hiring
and working with former OSU coaches.
In 1985, he hired Tara VanDerveer
away from the Buckeyes to become head
coach of the women's basketball team at

Stanford. At Maryland, he worked with
former OSU men's basketball coach
Gary Williams and also hired former
OSU graduate nssistant coach Mark
Duffner as the Terrapins' head football
coach.

A 1961 gradunte of Syracuse, Geiger
has risen to the top of his field since
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from administrator of varsity sports to a

New AD Puts Together Administrative Team

Continued From Page 1

spending six years as an assistant
athletic director at his alma mater from
1964-70. He was director of athletica at
Brown (1971-75) and Pennsylvania
(1975-78) before moving on to Stanford
in 1979. During his tenure there, his
teams recorded 27 intercollegiate nn-
tional championships in a variety of

sports.

In 1990, he left Stanford and took on
the troubled program at Maryland and,
in four years, has re-established the
reputation of the Terrapins' athletic
program following a measy NCAA in-
vestigation that resulted in a two-year
probatiomn for men's basketball,

Upon his appointment to Maryland,
Geiger faced a university torn between
factions loyal to three basketball
coaches in a five-year period and a fac-
ulty skeptical of an athletic program
sines the cocaine-induced death of bas-
kotball star Len Bias. Geiger was able
to bring those factions together, and
just this past season, the Terrapins
made the NCAA Tournament for the
first time since 1988,

Now, of course, Ohio State is facing
sanctions [ollowing an investigation
into ita men's basketball program. And
although the penalties are not expected
to be as severe as those incurred by
Maryland, Geiger is no less committed
to making sure the wviolations com-
mitted don't happen in.

*One of the things I will turn my at-
tenition to is a vigorous compliance pro-
gram within ths athletics department,”
he said, “Wa'll try to }ave a th
education program and .nove forw n
o strong way.

“It takes n full-time, ongoing pro-
gram of education to have succeasful
compliance. 1 will probably do some-
thing similar to what we have in-
stituted at Maryland, which is have a
large group of people called a com.
pliance committee, which will involve
representatives of various offices on
campus.

“We'll break that up into sub-
committees, and those will have direct

B Name — Ferdinand A. (Andy)
Geiger.

B Age —55.

B Education — Bachelor of arts in
education, Syracuse University, 1961,

B Experience — Athleticdirectorat
four major universities: Maryland, 1990
94; Stanford, 1979-90; Pennsylvania,
1975-79; Brown, 1972-75, Before begin-
ning carcer as athletic director, was
freshman rowing coach at Dartmouth
(1961), assistant athletic director at
Syracuse (1964-70), assistant commis-
sioner of Eastern College Athletic
Conference (1970-71).

B Miscellaneous — Was leader in
the expansion for the NCAA basket-
ball tournament and served on the
NCAA men's basketball committee; has
been mentioned recently as potential
candidate for vacancy as commissioner

Phillip, 7, and Gregory, 6,

reasponsibility for monitoring and educa-
ting people in regard to their particular
aspect of compliance. Then, I will chair

of major league baseball; was considered candidate for NCAA executive director
before Cedric Dempsey was announced as director last November,

B Family — Wife, Eleanor, currently working at University of Maryland ona
National Science Foundation grant as a research assistant in mathematics educa-
tion, working on a new curriculum for middle school mathematics; two sons,

During hie initin]l press conference,
Gelger tackled a variety of other issues
including his authority to hire and fire

hes at his discretion, the formation

representatives from the general
counsel's office of the university and

“As far as what the NCAA's finding
will be, this is something that has al-
ready been determined. I don't look
back, I look forward. I think what this
university does next is always the criti-
cal thing to focus upon. I think this is
something we can move through with
alacrity and the program will recover
quickly.”
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of his own administrative team and the
problems faced with the pending gender
equity legislation.

As for as hiring and firing coaches is
concerned, Geiger said that he would
work in tandem with Gee and OSU vice

resident for student affairs David Wil-
inms IL
“] think you work in a community-
environment and I don't think
ident Gee or Vice President Wil
liama will appreciate surprises,” Geiger
said. *By the same token, they know
that I won't appreciate surprises, so
we've come to some understandings
with to that,

“We'll work together. This is the
Ohio State team and we'll manage it to-
gother.”

But Gee was quick to ndd that al
though Geiger will report to either him
or Williams, the new athletic director is
by no means under the thumb of the
president’s office.

*David and I have made it very, very
clear that we have enormous respon-
sibilities and we intend on carrying
those out,” Gee said. “Andy Geiger is
the athletic director. Obviously, we
want to review any recommendations as
I do with the provost or any of our other
administrative heads. But he's the
athletic director and he will be the
u’l_hlttic director in terms of those types
u 4 -
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Geiger has already begun to assem-
ble his management team, promoting
assistant athletic director Griffin to as-
socinte athletic director in charge of a
%rlnhor of varsity sports, including foot-

Also staying on will be Paul Krebs,
senior associate athletic director in
charge of administrative affairs, and ns-
sociate athletic director Bill Myles, al-
though his job description will change

position with emphasis on an outreach
toward former student-athletes and or-
ganizations of letter winners.

“I want to have as much involvement
of former Ohio State student-athletes in
our as possible,” Geiger said,
“particularly with emphasis toward
building and rebuilding relationships
with young men that have gone on to
professional athletics,

“I nlso want to place specinl empha-
sis across the board on building a pro-
gram for returning student.athletes
who have not completed their degree to
come back and finish their work at Ohio
State. It is a program we have had suc-
ceas with at the University of Maryland
and I'm excited about beginning a new
effort here.”

Geiger said he would begin an im-
mediate search for another nssociate
athletic director with responaibility for
men's and women's basketball as well
as another group of sports. The position
will also include senior women's admin.
istration, replacing longtime nasociate
AD Phyllis Bailey, who will retire this
summer.

As far as gender equity is concerned,
G"igtr stressed that non.revenue Eener-
ating sports at Ohio State had nothing
to fear where he was concernad. Some
universities ncross the nation ‘have
dropped various men's athletic pro-

ams in order to comply with the

CAA's wso-called *60-40" rule. But
Geiger said he will not follow suit at
08U.

*The last thing you do is dro
sports,” he said. “If you believe in brmrj
ly based intercolleginte athletics, as I
??. you cannot diminish the opportun-
ties.

“l was an oarsman as an under-
graduate. My sport is one that is prac-
ticed in virtual anonymity and is
monastic in its experience, but it
changed my life. It was the best educa-
tion | have ever received and I am in
this profession because of the experi-
ence | had as an undergraduate
student-athlete,

'm in favor of intercollegiate
athletics and one of the things that ia
special about Ohio State is that we can
perhaps generate the resources to ex-
pand the women's programs even fur-
ther than we have so that we can
maintain the men’s programs and even
fund some scholarships that we're not
able to do now.

“Women's athletics have been the
greatest boon to men's athletics. We're
not defensive about whether we should
have athletica at all anymore. It's not a
squabble over who gets what and how
much athletics you can have. But [ am a
great supporter of women's athletics. [
beliove in Title IX and I think there are
some logic problems we have to work
with in terms of formulas we need to
deal with as far as gender equity is con-
cerned. But I think athletics for women
in prorr and wonderful and I support it
wholeheartedly.”

Geiger in married and has two sons.
His wife, Eleanor, is currently working
on a National Science Foundation grant
at Maryland.

Following his press conference and
an appearance at the annual OSU
lprinf football game, Geiger returned to
Maryland to complete his work there,

o first official day at Ohio State
was scheduled to be May 16,
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Griffin Disappointed At Being Passed
Over, But Eagerly Accepts Promotion

By MARK REA
Nuekeyes Sports Bulletin Editar

Archie Griffin never made any bones
about how much he wanted the athletic
directorship at his alma mater.

He also didn't try to hide his dis-
appointment when Ohio State bypassed
him and selected Maryland athletic
director Andy Geiger to succeed the
retiring Jim Jonea,

But after meeting with Geiger and
necepting a promotion that for all in-
tents and purposes mnkes him the new
AD's right-hand man, Griffin was prag-
matic about the chain of eventa.

“You're always disappointed when-
ever you go for something and don't get
it," he said. *But [ gave it my best shot,
and if you give something your best
shot, you can nlways feel good about
that.”

Many Ohio State watchers believed

Griffin was a logical choice to move up
to stic director after Jones announc-
ed his retirement in February. How-
ever, speculation was that he wasn't

going to get the job because he Incked
the sxperience necessary to head the da-
partment

GriMin reportedly made the final cut
when the university’s search committss
narrowed ita choices to two or three, but

'a experience of more than two
s ng an athletic director ultimate-
ly won him the job over all other candi-
dates

Although he has no prior connection
with Ohio or Ohio State, Geiger proved
himsell immediately knowledgeable
nbout the affection Buckeye fans have
for Griffin.

Stll an immensely popular figure
nearly 20 years after winning his record
second Heisman Trophy, Griffin in some
ways embodies the tradition of past
Ohio Stata football glory for many fans,
In addition, he has toiled in the OSU
athletic department for the past nine
years, seven of those as an assistant
athletic director in charge of fund rais-
ing, and Geiger wishes to pool that good
will and experience, using it to the ad.
vantage of his administration.

“1 don't think you could find a finer
represontative for this institution than
Archie Griffin,” OSUs new athletic

Gelge

decad

director said. "I don't think you could
find a finer representative for the col-
loginte student-athlete than Archie
Griffin. I have urged him to stay ns a
sonior member of my administrative
staff and | am pleased that he is going
to do so.”

Griffin will receive a promotion from
assistant to associate athletic director
and his duties will change from fund
raising, marketing and development to
administrative oversight of more than n
dozen varsity sports, including football.
He will now be in charge of team
budgets, schedules, travel and the
evaluation of conchea.

It ie n promotion he welcomes with
enthusinsm,

“] fool really comfortable with this,”
Griffin said. *1 had a good initial talk
with Andy and discussed a lot of things.
The promotion was one of the pointa of
the conversation and [ feel good about
it

“After talking with Andy and getting
to know him a little bit, | feel that we
have found an outstanding athletic
director and that's what this whole
search was all about — making sure we
got the best person available — and [
really believe Andy will do a
tremendous job for us. He {8 very well
experienced, as his resume reads. He
has been a lot of places, done a lot of
good things, and I think he'll be good for
Ohio State.”

Still the Buckeyes' all-time leading
rusher as well as the only two-time
Heisman Trophy winner in hiatery,
Griffin retains a flerce loyalty to his
alma mater. And, as an alumnus of
Ohio State, he admitted that he thought
the job would go to someone with some
sort of Ohio background. However, he
was confident that Geiger would be sue-
cessful at bridging tga gap between
those who wanted an Ohio native or
OSU grad and those who simply want
the athletic department to move nhead.

“You'll get some comments about
Andy not being from Ohio, but if his
true concern ia about The Ohio State
University, people who like Ohio State
or alumni of Ohio State are really going
to accept him into the family,” Griffin
said.

“Personally, I really like the fact of

#= MIDDLETON
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294-7277

having Ohio ties, but that's not always
the way you can go. This search was
geared toward getting an outstanding
nthletic director and getting someone
who has a lot of experience as a direc-
tor, and | think we've gotten that. |
think this guy fits the bill and can real.
ly do a great job for us.”

Neither OSU president Gordon Gee
nor vice president for student afTaire
David Williams IT would comment on
whether Griffin would have been their
gsecond choice had Geiger turned down
the job.

“All of the candidates that
nominated were given very serious con-
sideration,” Gee snid. "Archies was some-
one that we thought very highly of and
someone who was given very serious
consideration

“In the end, the decision was not
made against someone. It was made on
the fact that we believe that, in Andy
Geiger, we have hired the premier per

wore

e country.”

Willinms ndded, “Archie is
thought of here, a very good friend of
mine and a wonderful person. |
Archie in going to be very, very |
because 1 think he is going to get
extremely strong mentoring opportun.

well
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ities with a man who haa been athletie
director at five universities over 23
yoars."

And when it comes times to
Geiger's succossor?

“You never know,” Willlams said, *I
can't say il Il be
here, but | can say one thing: If [ had to
pick a next athletic director, someone
would have to come up with somet
special that I eannot even imagine for it
not to be Archie Griffin."
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New Athletic Director Wasn't Even Going To Interview For Post

Gee’s Sales Pitch Sold Geiger On Ohio State

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

of interviewing Geiger in mid-April.
However, two days before the
proliminary interview was scheduled to

Three weeks before mapting th
athletic directorship at Ohio

Andy Geiger wasn't even interested in
the job.

Working on completing the fourth
year of a fiveyonr contract at
Maryland, Geiger had been mentioned
in the last six months for several jobs,
including executive director of the
NCAA and commissioner of major
league baseball.

So, tired of the conjecture, Geiger

ve n polite “no thanks® when Ohio
State llﬂ‘:d him if he would entertain
the thought of becoming its next
athletie director.

“That was a very hysterical moment
for all of us” OSU president Gordon
Gee recounted. *Andy was someone that
we definitely wanted to pursue and it
appeared he wasn't interested.”

Howsver, Gae took it upon himself to
get Geiger interested.

The 11-person search committes had
convened in Chicago with the intention

Drive Home A _ Winner

take place, Geiger sent Ohio State a fax
telling Gee he would not consider the

job,

“At first, I was a reluctant candi-
date,” Geiger admitted. “I was asked if I
would be interested to come and talk
and I said that I would, and then I said
that I wouldn't. But then I learned
about Gordon Gee's persuasiveness.”

After discussing the matter with
search committee chair Nancy Zimpher,
Gee decided he would call Geiger per-
sonally.

*“I called on a Sunday afternoon and
Andy said he had decided not to come
for the interview because he really felt a
commitment to his program and the
president at Maryland,” Gee said. “I of-
fored to call the president of Maryland
(William Kirwan), who is a very good
friend of mine, and ask him if And
could at least have conversation wit
us, Andy ngreed and I did that.

“At that point, Andy did visit with
the committes and then we aggressively
pursued him from that paint on. It was

Morse Road & [-270
(Exit 32)

476-1979 "

readily apparent to everyone that this
was our {F varite) candidate, so we went
flat out.”

It was a scenario that was not sup-
posed to happen, at least if you believed
the initial rumors. Immediately after
athletic directar Jim Jones announced
in February he would retire this coming
summer, former OSU quarterback Rex
Kern was rumored to be the university's
number one choice as successor,

“I don't think that's right,” said OSU
vice president for student affairs David
Williama I1. “There were a lot of people
that had made Rex our first choice or at
least thought so. I'm sure there were
people on the search committee who
viewed Rex very highly.

“But what I can say is that | had n
chance to talk with Rex. I can say he is
a wonderful person who has a love for
this university. Quite honestly, I think
Rex could have done n good job. But 1
can guarantee you that at no time dur-
ing our deliberations was Rex number
one. He was going to have to go through
the process. And ns you look at things
now, he would have been stacked up
against some real tough competition.”

Gee also bristled at the notion that
the search was cut and dried before it
ever began.

“This was n search that was very
open,” he said. “Many people thought
this was n search that had started and
been comploted before the sounding
gun. That was not the case.

“Our determination waas to find the
very best person that we possibly could
in this country. We believe we have
found that. We beliove that we have
found the reon to match the
mountains Ohio State and we're
blessed in that regard.

“We have found an individual that
was the consensus choice of our search
committee, our athletic council, the vice
president for student affairs, the presi-
dent, and he was the choice of the
trustees,

“I say that only because it is so rare
that we have unanimity in higher edu-
cation that I think we should mark this
as a very special oceasion indeed. And
to have that choice choose us is some-
thing for which I am very grateful.”

Geiger admitted that he thought he
would never leave Maryland for another
athletic director's post. However, when
he compared the of the two de-
partments, taking over at Ohio State
was a challenge he had to accept.

“The enormity of this program, the
most comprohensive, the most broadly
based program in the country, a $30
million budget, facilities that are out-
standing in many ways with tremen-
dous opportunities to improve,” he said.

“T just found the scope of this program,
the traditions of this program, very
compelling.

“1 think the persuasiveness and the
enthusinsm of the top administration of
this university, the commitment toward
an absolutely firat-rate intercollegiate
athletics program — all of these things
were very strong factors for me,

“This is one of the first four or five
names out of one’s mouth when you talk
about leadership programs in inter-
collegiate athletics in the United
States.”

In fact, once Gee got Geiger inter-
ested in the job, the rest was easy,
There were no protracted contract nego-
tiations. Geiger wns vacationing with
his family at Disney World in Florida
when he was offered the job. When Gee
and Williams nsked if he could give
them an answer when he returned from
vacation, he replied that he had already
reached n decision.

“That was one of the most pleasant
parts of this whole issue” Gee said.
“When we offered the job to Andy, we
indicated to him we were willing to talk
nbout details, and he said he would ac-
cept the job and all he expected was to
be compensated fairly.

“He mentioned he would hope that
the package he had at Maryland would
be met. Well, that package puts him in
the middle of the Big Ten, so Andy,
quite frankly, you didn't negotinte very
well. We were prepared to go way high-
ar, but too late now.”

Geiger will receive a one-year letter
of appointment with a base salary of
$130,000. The rest of the financial pack-
age has not been determined. His con-
tract at Maryland paid him a reported
$125,000 per year with an additional
financinl PMk:?l which included an an-
nual annuity of $15,000 and the use of
two cars,

The base salary will place Geiger
somewhere in the middle of the pac!
among Big Ten athletic directors. It
does, however, represent about a 20
percent increase over the $108,000 an-
nual salary that Jones receives.

Despite the fact he had a multiyear
deal at Maryland, Geiger said he was
comfortable with a one.year agreement.

“The first time I ever worked under a
contract was at Maryland,” he said. “All
of my other positions have been at the

leasure of whomever | reported to.
nkly, 1 prefer the latter. I perhaps
have some ideas that are a little bit dif.
ferent. 1 just don't think it's fair or
proper under a circumstance like this to
put things on a financial basis. Being
the object of some sort of an auction, ns
egocentric mna that sounds, was very dis.
tasteful to me.”
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By MARK REA
Buckeye fports Dulletin Editor

If first impressions are any indica-
tion, athletic director Andy Geiger
should have no trouble relating favor-
ably to the various head coaches at Ohio
State.

During a brief get-together with
several of the heads of OSU varsity
sports, Geiger tried to lay out his vision
of the immediate future and beyond.

*l met with as many coaches as I
could, as many as were on eampus
today and did not have out-of-town
Eumu,' he said. *T think it was a good

rat meoting and 1 will be meeting with
the coaches on an individual basis when
1 come back and offically begin my
duties.”

That will be May 16 and hopefully
aftor the NCAA infractions committes
has announced its findings in the inves-
tigation into the Ohio State men’s bas-
ketball program.

There has been speculation that the
February announcement of OSU
athletic director Jim Jones' early retire-
ment was in some way connected to the
NCAA investigation. Furthermore, the
conjecture has been that Geiger's expe-
rience in helping clean up r
Maryland's brush with an NCAA probe
was one of the reasons he was pursued
80 vigorously by Ohio State.

However, although Geiger took great
pains to outline a comprehensive plan
he will implement for rules compliance
at OSU, the pending NCAA ruling
never came up in his first face-to-face
meoting with head basketball coach
Randy Ayers.

“Basically, it was just a get-to-know-
you type meeting with a lot of other
sports in the department,” Ayera told
BSB. *"Wa didn't put anything on the
table as far as the program or the
NCAA was concerned.”

For the time being, Ayers and the
rest of his head coaching counterparts
will have to formulate their own
opinions regarding their now boss.

“He seems to very in-tune with
Ohio State so far and I enjoyed talking
to him,” football coach John Cooper told
BSB. "1 have talked to some other
people who have worked with him and
they all say the same thing: He is a
hard worker who really wants to see his
achool succeed. [ think that's what all of
us want.”

The paths of Cooper and Geiger will
likely cross several times in the coming
months. Cooper ia sat to begin the next-
to-lnst year of n contract he signed prior
to the 1992 season. Geiger mentioned
one of the challonges he sees in taking
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Reaction To New Athletic Director Is

Positive From Former, Future Coaches

the Ohio State job is “beating
Michigan,” a feat that has eluded
Cooper in six previous tries with the
Buckeyes. He is the first OSU head
coach in history to go winleas in six
straight attempts against the Wolves
and retain his job.

Ayers is also on the hot seat due to
back-to-back subpar seasons, several
well-publicized off-campus scrapes with
the law by players and the NCAA inves-
tigation. Still, eager to begin a smixth
year as head coach and armed with a
contract through the 1998.99 season, he
is rendy to begin work with Geiger.

“I think Andy comes across as very
straightforward and very honest,” Ayers
said, "Of course, cwr{ono is impruurl
with his background. I think he is going
to be good for Ohio State athleties.”

Ayera gaid he consulted a couple of
friends for their opinions when it ap-
peared Geiger was going to get the job,
He called former Ohio State and current
Maryland head coach Gary Willinms as
well as former Stanford assistant and
current lowa head coach Tom Davia for
their impressions.

“Gary told me a lot of very positive
things,” Ayers said, “so we're looking
forward to working with him.

“Algo, Tom Davis and I had some
conversation, Tom worked for Andy at
Stanford and was very impressed with
him there. Tom thinks Andy will bring
a lot of positive things, not only to Ohio
State, but to the conference as well.”

The public perception in College
Park was that Geiger and Williams did
not get along well, Williams had al-
ready been hired away from Ohio State
bofore Ceiger arrived at Maryland in
1990 and their relationship has been
described as a “peaceful co-existence.”

When it was apparent that Geiger
would receive the OSU job, columnist
Jon Eisenberg of The Baltimore Sun
wrote, *(Geiger) gets to avoid working
with Williams, who is fast bacoming the
king of College Park. Geiger and Wil-
linms co-existed peaceably enough, and
with mutual respect, but there was ten-
sion there. And it's never easy for an
athletic director when a coach gets as
bullet-proof as Willinms is about to get.”

Their relationship became tenuous
from the beginning when Williams
wantad to bring in Donyell Marshall
nnd Lawrence Moten, two subpar aca-
demic recruits who later went on to be-
come big stars at Connecticut and
Syracuse, respectively.

Undoubtedly, Marshall and Moten
would have made the Terrapins a
markedly better team much earlier in
their rebuilding process, but Geiger
wanted success without compromising
standards. Both were denied admission
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to Maryland.

Nevertholess, Willinms has had
nothing but glowing praise for Geiger
guring the four years he worked with

im.

*I think you're going to like Mdﬁ
Geiger,” he told BSB. "He has hig
standards and lofty goals and I think
the coaches, players and fans at Ohio
State are going to be pleased with the
choice.”

Williams was reportedly irked this
past March when ger attended the
Atlantic Coast Conference's women's
tournament instead of the Terrapins’

gul finale against Virginia, a
win the team needed and received to get
into the NCAA Tournament for the first
time in six years,

“He wasn't nt some of our other

mes, so that wasn't that big a deal,”

lliams said. “I'm sure there was pres-
sure on him to be at the women's
tournament.

“Look, 1 would never eall our rela-
tionship close. But that didn’t mean we
didn’t respect each other.”

Another former Ohio State coach
who does consider her relationship with
Geiger close is Stanford women's bas-
ketball coach Tara VanDerveer.

Lured from the Lady Buckeyes to
Stanford by Geiger in 1985, VanDerveer
has flourished with the Cardinal, win-
ning two national championships and
placing her program among the best in
the country.

“I think Andy will be great for Ohio
State,” VanDerveer told BSH. *1 enjayed
working with him here because he sort
of recruited me to come to Stanford. He
has an excellent sense of fairness and
he cares about the program he's in.
volved with. I'm excited for him to be
going to Ohio State and I'm excited that
Ohio State had the chance to get him.

“He's from the outside, so I hope
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Gary Williams

people who follow Ohio State don't just
judge him too quickly. But if people are

willing to give him a chance, he ean do
ﬂ'ut things. He's a no-nonsense person.

o has high expectations for the
conchea and staff, and if they mren't
willing to toe the line, they won't be
there. 1 just think it's m great fit for
everyone involved.”

She added that Geiger is n champion
of non-revenue sports, something he ad.
mitted during his initial press confer-
ence at Ohio State. But VanDerveer
also aaid that he was cognizant of the
fact that football and men's basketball
generally keep athletic departments sol-
vent.

“He's definitely a supporter of all
athletics, regardless of gender,” she
said. *But he's also realistic about what
pays the bills, He just likes watching
young peopl te under the b
of the school ”

Geiger hired another ex-Buckeye at
Maryland, vin%t;omn 08U graduite
assistant Mark Duffner the head foot-
ball coaching position. In two years,
though, Duffner has posted only a 5-17
record with the Terrapins.

ADSBA (o LOONEY Over Thn O Site Loy Tumas Mot Feo-
e THE “TAZ™ ermbroiersd on e Broni. Nghurs Body
el ong e very SPOrp. A g

BOSOA NEWH AR Over bt by “THE GAME" . Sooriel wool with e
B0k O #mironend oormas e 1op. Ofed St o 1he b
Very Wi Adusiotie Sring $22.08.

COAM oy Drwy Do St Track St by Cramgon. Amighe 0w
wach prrsed undwneam 100% WL §12.04
315,50

DOSBA Wissaes Rumaie Dear Croma. Pioys Tra Fight Bong when
e push i busion Poriete $46.67

of #1003 Sacecn wih 0 108001 refection on
frw 83 Chompons. Ao o kn 1N be wilheut 60
W e
FOSB4 T8 0AITL Mesx Crvorre Licenss Frome. Shows svany-
o vl you St “Tha Bast Damn Bong i The Lo
.50

Ak for your FREE GIft when you ploce your ordet
If you can’? find wha! you are looking fot, pleass call
O o8 pegeny. pleore send §4 03 bor

DG Creo Msdent ono 003 5 T4%
for posen 00

Sand tor Frew ©
PO Boa 18077, Cotumibns. Ohio 43748

) CONRADS COLLEGE GIFTS )



1 admit it. A couple of weeks ago, I
didn't even know who Andy Geiger was.
But everything I've heard about him
since he emerged as the new athletic
director at Ohio State seems to be posi-
tive. Unfortunately, there atill seems to
be some grumbling that the job didn't
go to someone with an Ohio State back-

ground.

Personally, 1 think the job should go
to the best person available, regardloas
of background. If the bast person is an
Ohio State person, so much the better.
Putting emphasis on Ohio State roots
above other qualifications, however,
might have been a recipe for continued
problems in the OSU athletic depart-
ment.

It in the view from this corner that
what Ohio State needs most is some
new blood, new ideas, not more of the
same old way of doing business,

0OSU president rdon Gee might
just agree. The resume of Oregon State

Originally Published: May 14, 1994
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Despite No Ohio Ties, New AD Represents N

athletic director Dutech Baughman
seemed impressive enough and he had
the strong Ohio State ties for which
many long. It seemed that he was a
leading candidate for the job before
quickly ing out of the picture. The
rumor sta that Baughman fell into
disfavor when he acknowledged that he
has been influenced by outgoing OSU
athletic director Jim Jones.

How well Geiger does in hig new job
remains to be seen. But the process that
led to his selection seems indicative of
the type of problems he will have to con-
tend with at Ohio State.

It first appeared that former OSU
great Rax!'amwuthacholuton-
place Jones. The selection q;:!u was
to be just a formality. en Kern
seemed to sour on the job or the powers
that be soured on Kern — or both. Don't
put too much stock in the stories about
money or the former quarterback’s
health being the deciding jnsues.
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After Kern was out of the picture, it
seomed like Ohio State had no bu:kus
plan and the selection process appeare
to be in turmoil. And all along, there
was the question of what to do about
Archie , who seemed to become
less and less likely choice as the weeks
went on,

University officials deny that Kern
was the predetermined choice and seem
to indicate that Geiger was the favorite
for some time. That may be true. But
that's not the way things appeared,

And that's part of the problem. Ap-

s can be everything., The Ohio
tate athletic department at loast ap-
pears to be in disarray. It's up to An
Geiger to demonstrate that his new de-
partment is the leader in colleginte
athletics that many believe it is or
should be.

THERE SEEM to be three schools of
thought concerning Griffin.

There are those who believe that the
former Buckeye great should have been
selected for the athletic director's job,
especially after Kern withdrew his
name from consideration. Others be-
lieve that Griffin wasn't qualified for
the job — at least not yet. And then
there wore those who wondered why
Griffin, one of the moat popular figurea
in OSU sports history, would even want
a job where there's always going to be
somebody mad at you.

I don't think you get to be the type of
athlete Griffin waas if you don’t have a
competitive nature. And if you are truly
competitive, you are joing to want to
rise to the top of your field. So it's pnl%
easy to understand why Griffin, an OS
administrator for about a decade now,
would want the top job at his alma
mater.

As far as whether he was qualified
for the job, if you compare his r to

ew Blood, New Ideas

Hornung was able to run, kick and
throw the option pasa for the Green Bay
Packers and also write the Midwest
;.‘,wasm‘sm"'. colloge year.

Of course, 1 ultimataly out
that the Packers' “Golden and The
Columbua Dispatch's Harnung were two
different people. But as n displaced
Midwesterner living in Washington,
D.C., I continued to read Hornung the
scribe’s reports on Big Ten football reli-

Years later, as my own career in
sportawriting was beginning, I had the
Spportunl to work part-time at The

ispatch, Much as a green rookie up for
a cup of coffee in the majors must
felt sitting in the dugout with a Mickey
Mantle or Willie Mays, so 1 felt working
with one of the noted writers of my
youth,

Hornung, who passed away on May
2, was definitely winding down his
career by then, a throwback to an era
when far fewer sporting events were
televised and a beat reporter was aften
a fan’s eyes and ears to his or her favor-
ite team., He had been taken off his

ing the yes firing story
from the heart rather than from the
facts and had been pnlt}r much put out
to pasture. But 1 was still thrilled to be
working with a man who was more in-
timate with three of the biggest ﬂnlm
in sports history — Hayes, Jack Nick-
laus and Paul Brown — than any

reporter.

The you reporters at the ﬁ.p"
made fun of him, much ns a high-flying
basketball player of today might make

fun of a star of yore whose bread and
butter was the two-handed set shot.
Maybe, along with eynicism and

ivity, & of the new wave in

that of Geiger or Baughman — well,
there's really no comparison. Griffin's

est qualifications for the job
seemed to be his popularity and ties to
Ohio State, the rensons many favored
him for selection.

My parents always taught me that
you have to eliminate all potential ob-
jections if you want to try and assure
yourself of something. A legitimate case
can be made that Griffin was not yet

ualified for a job of OSU's magnitude.
y immediately promoting Griffin,
Geiger has given the new associate AD
a chance to eliminate the objection of

jm:mllim war:;n a lack of reapect for
those who paved the way before us.
A few years aflter that, | started BSB.
It was quite o thrill for me when
Hornung began contributing stories to
our paper, It made me feel like we had
really arrived. He had a wealth of OSU
sports knowledge to draw on. At one
nt, he had covered 326 straight Ohio
tate football games before being as-
signed to cover the Cincinnati Reds in
the 1975 World Series. He had an anec-
dotal writing style that was both inter-
esting and informative and often quite
h ous, Perhapa the thing that stood

not being qualified.

In his first act at OSU, Geiger also
may have pulled off a public relations
coup, appeasing those Buckeye backers
committed to Griffin's selection and
hopefully paving the way for the con.
tinued presence at Ohio State of one of
its greatest assets,

., THERE HAS been a tremendous
proliferation of sports publications in
recent years, Nearly every major college
(and some not so major) has a paper
similar to BSB now and newsstand
.hu.:!v‘ are loaded with preseason an-
nuals,

But when I was growing up, there
was only one preseason annual that was
a must-have, re oss of but es-
pecially for college football, and that

was Street & Smith's.
As n somewhat confused youth, I al-

ways marveled at the fact that Paul

out most in his writing, however, was
his affection for Hayes.

In a time when jeans and tennis
shoea are not uncommon in the press
box, he would show up at our office to
turn in his stories dressed in a snappy
sport coat, crisp shirt and tie. He would
inevitably say something like, *I hope
this story is good enough.”

His humbleness would often show
through in his stories. The magnitude of
his contribution to this community,
however, was illustrated by the guest
book at his funeral, a veritable who's
who of the Columbus athletic, journal-
istic and civic community.

As our way of remembering
Hornung, we reprint one of his contri-
butions to BSHB on page 29 of this issue.
We hope it brings back memories for
you — memories of Hornung, his good
friend Hayes and of another era.



