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Hoosiers’ 19-2 Run Turns Close Game Into 27-Point Rout

Second-Half Lapse Costs Bucks AtIndiana

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Duekeye Sports Bulletin Stafl Writer

Ohio State had just whittled second-
ranked Indiana’s lead down to a
manageable eight-point margin when it
hnp;iwncd

was a lapse in concentration the
Buckeyes had dreaded making and the
Hoosiers capitalized on it big-time.
Thaey turned up the heat at both ends of
the floor and put together a 19.2
second-half run that helped send OSU
to a 96-69 defeat in Big Ten men's bas-
ketball action Jan. 24 at Assembly Hall,

“I thought we took some quick shots,”
Ohio State head coach Randy Ayers
said. *We took some very quick shots
the other four guys weren't expecting
that guy to take, and again, that's why
we noed patience on offense and just
noed to stay tough.”

The loss, Ohio State's third in a row
and the worat in Ayers' four years as
head coach, dropped the Buckeyes to 9-
5 overall and 2-3 in Big Ten play.

“We've got a lot of work to do,” Ayers
said. “We're going to go back and see if
we can put this thing together before
the year is out.”

Indiana's Calbert Cheaney had no
problem putting it all together. The U
senior had game highs of 27 points and
11 rebounds as the Hoosiers improved
to 17-2 overall and 6-0 in Big Ten play.

“T think we've been playing pretty
well considering the lackluster start we
had today,” Cheanoy said, “Everybody’s
been coming ready to play and every-
body’s playing well.”

Indiana also got 14 apiece from
Brian Evans and Alan Henderson and
11 from Greg Graham.

Indiana head coach Bob Knight, who
did not come to the postgame press con-
ference, told CBS.TV analyst Al
h}cGuiro he was happy with his team's
play.

“We played well in parts,” Knight
told McGuire, “T thought we did a good
job in the second hall getting things to
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Ohio State freshman guard Greg Simpson (3) tries to drive past
Indiana forward Calbert Cheaney (40) during Big Ten action in
Assembly Hall Jan. 24. Simpson had 15 points to lead the Buck-

eyes, but Cheaney scored 27 to help IU to a 96-69 victory.

go our way."

The Hoosiers held only a 40-32
halftime lead but quickly extended it to
49-34 with a 9-2 run to start the second
half. Henderson capped that spurt with
a three-point play with 17:21 left.

Ohio State, which was led by 15

ints from freshman Greg Simpson
and 10 from Jamie Skelton, then made
a concerted effort to get back in the
game.
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The Buckeyes scored seven un-
answered points as Skelton made two
free throws and Simpson converted a
steal into a layup and was fouled. His
free throw missed, but Tom Brandewie
rebounded and dished back to Simpson,
who drilled a three-pointer to cut the
gap to 49-41 with 15:58 left.

Knight inserted defensive specialist
Chris Reynolds at that point and
watched as his Hoosiers shut down
0SU's young team at the offensive end
and broke the Buckeyes down at the
other.

“I thought Reynolds almost single-
handedly turned the thing around,”
Knight told McGuire. *He made a
couple of really good defensive plays
and he seemed to get everybody else to
play to his level "

Cheaney hit two free throws, buried
n baseline jumper and got a layup ofl
long pass to start the run, Derek Ander-
son, who had six poeints for OSU, then

& scored to cut the lead to 55-43.

But IU reeled off 13 unanswered
points, including slams by Henderson
and Cheaney, a three-pointer by Evans
and a driving layup by Graham, to give
the Hoosiers a 68-43 lead with 9:22 left.

“There were two minutes where we
really broke down,” Ayers said. "They
pushed us and took advantage of it. We
didn't do a very good job of supporting
our half-court defense.”

Indiana, which had all nine of its
roster players score in the game, twice
held leads of 32 points in the closing
mjnm.es before settling for the 27-point
win.

“Weo broke down defensively,” Buck-
oye forward Lawrence Funderburke
said. “It was a lot of screening and back
picks and things like that. Sometimes
you concentrate on your man and an-
other guy gets by and he scores. They
had a lot of second-half opportunities.”

Funderburke, who entered the game
with team-high averages of 18.3 points
and 6.8 rebounds per game, was held to
eight points and four rebounds in 23
minutes of action.

Ohio State (69)

Playar mn fgfga MMa vb a pl tp
Funderburke 22 2 6 4 6 4 2 2 8
Skelion 25 410 2 2 1 1210

Dudlay 9 22 0023 16 4
Exzler 8 01002000
Davis 25 4 6 0 0 0 1 4 9
Watson 22 36 00 40230
Bimpaon 32 615 2 3 3 2 315
Andervon 25 1 7 4 4 2 3 1 8
Brandewie # 1 21420123
Macon 23 300 40013068
Wilbourne 5110020112
Rathir 300000000
Tolala 200 27 58 13 10 30 10 25 69

3-point FG's: Davie (1-1), Bimpsoa (14), Etler
{0-1), Skelton (0-3), Anderson (0-3). Total FO%: Lst
half, 4G4 (13-28); 2nd hali, 467 (14-30); Game 468,
Three-point FG: 1at halfl .107 (1-6) 2nd hall 167 (1-
6); Game, 167 (2:12), FT 1ot half, 533 (5-6); 2nd
hall, 615 (813} Game: 0684. Team rebounds—3.
Deadball rebounds—32,

Indiana (96)
Player mn fglfgs s b oa plf tp
Henderson 24 5 0 4 6 900 3 M
Choaney 311022 6 611 2 227
Nover 25 3 0 2 4 6 0 1 B
Graham 20 4 7T 3 3 13 11
Bailey B 3 7T 4 43 2109
Reynolds 20 1 2 0 0 1 2 3 12
Evans 4 4 4 57T 01 214
Leary 16 2 3 4421109
Knight 6 1 3 00 01 0 3
Totals 200 32 63 28 3D 40 12 16 96

3-point FG': Evana (1-1), Leary (1-1), Bailey (1-
3), Cheaney (1-4), Graham (0-2). Towal FOR: ist
half, 376 (12-32); 2nd half, 645 (20-31)%; Came 508,
Threepoint FG: Lat half 400 (2-56)% 2nd half 233 (2.
6); Game, 364 (4-11). FT%: 1at half, 737 (14-19);
2nd hall, 1000 (14-14) Came: B48. Team
robounds—1. Deadball rebounds—1.
HalRime—Indiana 40-32.
Technieals—=05U Anderson
Att—17,007.
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Ayers Finds Something Good Despite Defeat

By JEFF RAPP
BDuckeye Sporis Bulletin Stafl Writer

It's not easy to find artistry in a 27-
point loss, but nobody said it was going
to be easy for the two-time defending
Big Ten champion this year,

Ohio State laid an egg during the
second half of its annual appearance in
Bloomington Jan. 24, and was drubbed
by Indiana 96-69. A horrendous second-
half stretch that turned a respectable
49-41 deficit into a 20-plus point margin
was the undoing. But after suffering his
worst defeat in four years as OSU’s
conch, Randy Ayers discovered some
hope for the future.

“I thought our freshmen went out
and stayed aggressive,” he said in an
upbeat tone. “(Greg) Simpson, (Killer)
Macon and (Derek) Anderson all gave
us some positive minutes on the floor
and we're just going to try and build on
that.

“We've got a lot of work to do. We
said if we can be a better team at the
ond of the year, that would be a positive
for this young ballclub. So we're going
to go back to work and see if we can put
this thing together before the year's
out.”

Ayers' game-day actions and words
wore those of a man looking for the
sugar in his oatmeal lumps. He started
Simpson and first-year sophomore
Antonio Watson in the second half in
place of sophomores Doug Etzler and
Rickey Dudley and the two newcomers
had their momentas.

Simpson led the team in minutes
(32) and points (15) and added a pair of
steals, Watson played 23 minutes, by
fur his most ever for the Bucks, and was
generally effective with six points and
four robounds.

Macon, a freshman from Michigan
City, Ind.,, made the most of his 13
minutes of playing time by dropping in
all three of his shot attempts. He fin-
ished with six points, four rebounds,
one blocked shot and a steal.

Anderson continued to struggle with
his shot since mending a fracture in his
right hand — he was just one for seven
from the field — but the 6.6 frosh still
earned 256 minutes and turned in six
points and three nsaists.

“I think Coach wanted to get some
younger guys some experience,” said
OSU  starting forward Lawrence
Funderburke, who played a season-low
23 minutes and scored a season-low
eight points. *He took out some older
veterans and guys that we started to
ot some younger guys the chance to get
their games intact for the next fow ball
games.”

Cortainly, not many people expected
the Buckeyes to contend with the num-
ber two Hoosiers on national television.
But despite a third straight loss in the
conference, Ohio State seems intent on
proving that its 2-3 start does not neces-
sarily wreck a Big Ten season.

“Every time a young player gets
some experience in a game like this, it's
a key factor for down the road,” said
senior forward Tom Brandewie, who
played just nine minutes against the
rival Hoosiers and scored two points.

“This team is very capable. We just
have to put a complote game together.”

Breakdowns in offensive execution
wore the main culprits in losses to
Michigan State and Wisconsin prior to
the Indiana trip.

INSIDE
( THE GAME )

But OSU looked like a team healing
its wounds early in the game. The
Buckeyes worked the ball freely at the
outsot and created open shots.

Dudley eanned an open 17-footer on
0OSU's first possession. Jamie Skelton,
who later struggled badly, got free on
the baseline to pop in OSU's second
hoop. Senior guard Alex Davis added
two fluid shots in the lane, nnd Watson
came off the bench and scored twice off
solid post maneuvering.

A Funderburke dunk off a Simpson
stonl loft the Buckeyes still tied with
the mighty Hoosiers halfway through
the first half at 19.

Indiana used some friendly whistles
by the officials — the Hoosiers had 19
free-throw attempts in the first half to
OSU’s six — to score nine peints on the
free-throw line in the remainder of the
half, but it still had not shaken off the
Bucks at halftime, leading 40.32.

Brandewie said the team felt good
about itself despite the uphill battle
that awaited. ~—

"Wae felt pretty confident because we
were down eight and there were a
couple plays that could have gone either
way,” Brandowie said. *We felt if we
came out strong in the second half we
could take the lead down and slowly
take it off chunk by chunk.

“I don't think there was any point in
this game — until we got down by 256 —
that we were out of it because I remem-
ber in years past coming back from 20.
point deficits in this game.

"This game was positive for us for
about the first 27 minutes; then after
that, things fell apart all over the place.
From that point on, we didn't convert a
lot of things that- we should have and
our shot selection got real bad.”

And when it went bad, it went real
bad. After Simpson hit a three-pointer
to cut the lead to 49-41, Indiana turned
up the defense, forced the Buckeyes out
of any kind of offense, and rattled off a
stunning 19-2 run in the noxt six
minutes.

On top of committing five turnovers
in the blitz, OSU shot in total despera-
tion.

“There was about a two-minute peri-
od there in the second half where we
lost our patience and our poise, and of
course they took advantage of that”
Ayers said.

Simpsan, playing for the first time in
Assembly Hall, said Indiana's defense
brought out the worst in the OSU of-
fense.

“We know they were going to come
out with their defensive pressure on us
and try to turn the game,” he said. “1
think we got out of our execution at that
point (after his three cut the lead to
eight) and they took advantage of that
by going to the other end and hitting
their shots.”

AYERS IS hoping Simpson will be
part of the answer to OSU's offensive
woes, Etzler, a fundamentally sound
player who prefers play-making over
shooting, has started every game at the
point so far this year.

*He's coming,” Ayers said of Simp-
son. “Grog has made an much progress
as any first-yoar player in our pro-

gram.

When asked how he plans to mend
OSU’s inept half-court offense, Simpson
responded like a wily veteran, or at
least a young player who listons to his
coach.

“I've got to get the ball down and in
ood spots and we've got to execute it,”
o said. “We've got to have patience and

ean't be rushing our shots, If we have
patience, I think we'll be all right.”

ALTHOUGH  IT  inexplicably

dropped from two to three in the nation-
al rankings the day after the game, In-
dinnn looks like it has the tools for a
run at another national cham pionship.

The Hoosiers have loads of patience
along with possibly the country's most
demanding coach and a handful of
players who know what it takes to win.

“I think the key for them is they
have good leadership,” said Funder-
burke, who played six games as o fresh-
man for the Hoosiers in 1989 before
transferring. “They're all veterans and
they've been there before. Since the
time we came in as a freshman class,
they've matured and grown since then. 1
think they're hungry and they want it.
They're definitely contenders for down
the road.”

Ohio State is also hoping to be a con-
tender down the road, but that road ap-
pears to be a longer one than the one
Indiana is traveling.
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1992-93 OSU Men's Basketball Statistics - Record: 9-5, Big Ten 2-3

Player G-GS Min- Avg FG-FGA Pct 3P-3PA Pct F
14 Funderburke,l 14-14 428-30.6 99- 183 .541 1- 1 1.000 4
15 Skeltoz, J 14- 8 381-27.2 72- 173 416 24- 73 329 13
20 Davis, A 14-14 397-28.4 50- 117 .427 12- 37 ,324 2
03 Simpson, ¢  14- 0 269-19.2 42- 92 457 15- 35 .429 1
23 Anderson, D 8- 0 177-22.01 16~ 52 .308 0- 11 000 2
40 Dudley, R 14- 8 328-23.4 31- 57 .544 0- O .000 2
31 Brandewie, T 14- & 234-15,7 2¢- 42 571 0- 0 .000
04 Etzler, D M4-14 247-17.6 18- 43 419 11- 23 A8
33 Hacon, C 14- 0 100- 7.1 14- 26 538 0- 1 .000
41 Ratliff, J 13- 6 140-10.8 10- 28 .357 0- 3 .000
{1 Watson, A 12- 0 81- 6.8 8- 22 .34 0- 0 000
4 Wilbourne, ¥ 7-0 16-2,3 3- 4 750 0- 0O .000
10 Winston, 0 -0 2-1.0 0- 1 ,000 O0- 0 .000

Tean
Ohio State 14 2800 387- 840 461 63-184 .342 20
Opponents 14 2800 160- 831 433 §7-193 347 20

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

T-FTA  Pct Off-Def Tot- Avg PF-FD AT TO BS ST  Pts - Avg
T- 73 644 18- 64 92- 6.6 25-0 22 29 32 M 24 -1D.%
6- 46 .783 11-30 41-2.9 32-0 35 21 3 10 204 -14.6
1- 26 .808 11-33 44-3,1 37-1 40 25 2 16 133-9.5
1- 40 775 6-23 29-2.1 25-0 28 29 3 14 130-38.3
-30 .733 8-13 2-2,6 16-0 17 16 0 15 5 - 6.8
0- 31 .645 30-52 B2-5.9 45-2 15 24 & 9 82 - 5.9
7- 16 .438 19-37 56-4.0 29-2 12 21 3 10 55 -39
4= 41,000 3-13 16-1.1 16-0 32 26 0 2 51 - 3.6
-7 429 9-15 4-07 M1 6 5 3 | -2
8- 14 571 14-13 27-2.1 15-0 7 16 1 2 28-22
{- 6 .667 14- 8 22-1.8 19-0 1 6 2 | 0-1.7
- 2 .50 2- 3 507 40 0 1 0 0 1-1.10
0- 0 000 0-1 1-05 2-0 0 0 0 0 0-0.0
49 l
4-295 692 155-305 509-36.4 283 215 221 55 94 1041 -14.A
6-302 682 186-316 502-35.9 266 203 248 35 100 993 -70.9

Finley, Badgers Have Too Much For Buckeyes

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stafl Writer

Ohio State got a glimpse of one of the
Big.Tun's up-and-coming programs and
tailed look at one of the conference’s
'oudd.lng superstars Jan. 20 in Madison,

Wi.comin sophomore Michael Finley
poured in m carcer-high 34 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds as the Badgers ac-
celerated past the 24th-ranked Buck-
eyes down the stretch and took a 76-67
win at UW Field House.

Playing under first-year head coach
Stu Jackson, Wisconsin notched its first
win over OSU in seven tries dating back
to March 1989, The Badgers improved
to 9-4 overall and 2-2 in Big Ten play.

Ohio State dropped its second
straight Big Ten game to fall to an
identical 9-4, 2-2 record.

Wisconsin opened the game with a
21-6 lead, keyed by 11 points from Fin-
ley. The Badgers still held a 28-15 lead
after Finley scored with 6:17 left in the
first half.

But Ohio State responded behind
sharpshooters Greg Simpson and Jamie
Skelton by outscoring Wisconsin 35-17
over the game's next 13% minutes to
take n 50-45 lead.

The Badgers had the final word,
though, outscoring OSU 31-17 in the
final 12 minutes. Finley led the game-
finishing charge with 13 more points.
He finished the contest 12 of 23 from
the field and eight of 11 from the foul
line.

“Finley was just outstanding tonight,
and especinlly during that final run,”
OSU head coach Randy Ayers told
WBNS Radio, “He took over the game at
that point, making some off-balance
shots and hitting some good shots when
we had good pressure on him,

“The thing that impressed me was
his physical lmnﬂ.h When he got the
ball in the paint, he was able to go up
strong. He's made improvements you
wnuldnt expect in @ second-year

laye:

g u Buc‘n}ru had had a week off
after losing by 18 points at home to
Michigan State, but Ayers did not
blame the layofl for his team's poor
start,

“l thought we were ready to play,”
the OSU {wad coach said. “The kids
wore focused during our practices and
our film session. We were just a half-
step behind.”

Simpson finished with a team-high
19 points for the Buckeyes. He scored
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16 of those in the first half as OSU
closed the deficit to 35-31 at intermis.
sion.

“Greg got a lot off our half-court
defense in the first half. He got out in
the passing lanes and did a nice job
defensively,” rs told WEBNS. “They
came out and closed down Greg a good
deal in the second half.”

Lawrence Funderburke and Alex
Davis each finished with 14 points for
the Buckeyes. Funderburke added a
team-high nine rebounds.

Wisconsin got two three-pointers
apiece from Finley and guard Andy Kil-
bride, who finished with nine points, in
building that early 21-6 lead, The Buck-
eyes, averaging just over seven turn-
overs per game in Big Ton play, had
eight turnovers in this game's first
eight minutes.

Simpson went on his own mission as

a 16-4 OSU run that cut the

B.rdgers' load to 32-31 late in the half.

He had two steals for easy scores, dis-

hed to Jimmy Ratliff for a layup after

blocking a Wisconsin shot, and capped
the run with a three-painter.

But Badgers guard Tracy Webster
stole the ball from Simpson just before
the halftime buzzer and completed a
lhrn int play with three-tenths of a

left in the half to put Wisconsin
up 35-31 at halftime.

0SU opened the second half on a 15-
6 spurt, keyed by five points from Jamie
Skelton and four from Davis, to take a
46-41 lead with 15:11 left in the game.
0OSU still led 50-45 after Davis made a
layup in transition two minutes later.

Wisconsin regrouped behind Finley,
though, to reel off 11 unanswered points
and take a 56-50 lead. The Badgers
never trailed again. They eventually
built a 66-54 advantage with 5:06 left,

The Buckeyes got that lead down to
six points twice but could come no
closer.

“It was good to get the second in a
row at home and protect our turf,” Jack-
son said. “This game gives us some con-
fidence going into three road games, We

want to get better. We're capable of
doing battle, but we need to show this
kind of mental toughness.”

Game Notes

The outcome of the game gave the
two teams identical 2-2 conference
records through their first four games.

Last year, Wisconsin did not win its
second Big Ten game until Feb. 2. The
Badgers finished the season 4-14 in the
conference.

Meanwhile, the Buckeyes didn't lose
their second league game last year until
Feb. 18. They were en route to a 15.3
finish in the conference and their sec-
ond straight Big Ten championship.

Ohio State (67)

Player mn fgfga Mfs rb & pf tp
Funderburke 28 716 0 0 9 1 114
Skelton 28 312 0 0 3 3 3 7
Dudlay 15 0 2 0000230
Eisler 12 0 0 2 20202
Davis W 610 2 2 2 0 214
Anderson 6 0 4 3 4 3 02 3
Simpson 3w 6 B 5 6 3 4 210
Brandewie 1903 002 020
Watson 12 1 4 0 0 6 0 2 2
Rawhir 12 2 3 00 4 0 2 4
Macon 13 1 2 0 0 4 0 4 2
Totals 200 26 64 12 14 41 10 23 &7

J-point FG's: Bimpaon (2.2), Skalton (1-6), Davis
(0-1), Anderson (0-2). Total FG%: 1at half, 580 (11-
20); Znd half, 341 (15-44); Came 406, Thres point
FG: 1st hall 333 (1-3); 2nd hall 250 (2-8); Game,
273 (3-11). FT%: Lat half, 800 (8:10); 2nd half,
1.000 (4-4); Game: B57. Team rebounds—08. Dead:

rebounds—1,

ball
Wisconsin (76)

Playoer mn fgfga M b a pftp
Kellay 24 2 6 4 6 1 0 1 B
Finley AT 2 8111 1M
Harvell 33 2 8 0 0 4 1 2 4
Webstor a2 2 7 332 68 40
Kilbride 24 3 6 0 0 0 1 3 0
Peterien 10 3 4 22 2 0008
Ely 0 01012 10230
Juhnson 18 23001004
McDullie 4 00 00O0O0OCTO
Conger 3 000001 20
Johneon 2 001 2 009001
Moore 1 000 00O0O0OOO
Carl 1 00 0O0O0O0O0OO0
Totals 200 26 65 18 26 26 10 16 T8

J-point FG': Kilbride (3-86), Finloy (2-6), Web-
stor (1-3). Total FC%: 1at hall, 500 (12-24); 2nd
halfl, 462 (14-31); Came 4T3, Three-point FO: lat
hall 556 (5:0) 2nd hall 250 (1-4); Game, 462 (6.
13} FT%: st half, 600 tﬂﬂllﬂ‘ 2nd half, 800 (12-
16);, Game: 720, rebounds—4. Deadball
rebiounds—6.

Hallime—Wisconsin 35-31.
Atb—11,158,



Originally Published: Jan. 30, 1993

Buckeye Sports Bulletin
Ayers Hopes Team Can Benefit From Hard Lessons Learned

Buckeyes Falling Victim To Brutal Road Trip

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stalf Writer

It's not the Yellow Brick Road and it
sure isn't looking like the road to
recovery so far.

The fact is the Ohio State men's bas-
ketball team is in the midst of the most
brutal road trip imaginable by Big Ten
law.

The unenviable task began Jan. 20
at Wisconsin, an up-and-coming team
that features a new coach (Stu Jack.
son), two of the most underrated
players in the conference (Tracy Wab-
stor and Michael Finley) and an anti-
quated arena (UW Field House).

That scary combination proved to be
too much as Ohio State fell 76-67, OSU
head coach Randy Ayers was doubly
concerned since his Buckeyes entered
the game coming off an uninspired 16-
point home loss to Michigan State.

But the Wiscongin triP only served as
an ngpﬂim for Ayers' young squad.
The Buckeyes then had to worry about
traveling further up the hill — to Indi-
ann Jan. 24 and to Michigan two days
after that.

08U remained within striking dis-
tance of Indiana for most of the first
half, but finally succumbed to an ons-
laught in the second half and eventually
dropped a 96-69 decision to the Hoosiers
in Assemnbly Hall.

When asked how the Buckeyes would
handle facing two teams that advanced
all the way to the Final Four last year
in three days, Ayers said, “We're just
gaing to try and go out and compete and
get better. Wo have hopes of going to
each place and putting 40 minutes to-
gother, and our ability to win is going to
be based on that.

“We're still trying to develop and
hopefully, by the second go-round of the
Big Ten, we'll be able to compete for 40
minutes.”

After n series of questions, Ayers
replies became more and more realistic.

“If you can learn from a January loss
in the conference, then I think down the
road it can be beneficial to you,"” he said.

“I think Jamaal's (Brown) class real-
ly learned from going on the road and
playing at Indiana, at Purdue, at Iowa.
They learned from thoss situations. So
hopefully these games will be learning
experiences for us, ones we can take
and use down the road.”

Of course, pulling something positive
out of what appears to be a dreary
situation on the surface is a supreme
challenge for a competitive athlete. Alex
Davis, who is one of just two Buckeyes
to play on the 1989.90 team that
dropped four straight Big Ten games
before recovering to finish 10-8, doesn't
want to take those kinds of lumps
again.

“Any time you lose a basketball
game, you want to come right back and
win, but you've got to be solid and stay
tough to do it," said the senior co-
captain,

“We don't want to go 0-8 (on this
trip), I know that. I just want these

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY TO BSB

younger guys to know how good it foels
to win a game in a tough road environ-
ment. The last couple years, we've done
a good job in these types of games, but
it's so tough to win in those arenas.

“You can tell younger guys how
much they need to concentrate, but once
they get in the game, they're really on
their own and they have to deal with it.”

Hence, Ohio State's inability to
remain focused and intense for an
entire game.

“Wa've been able to stay competitive
for 15, 20, 25 minutes in games, but
we've got to put 40 minutes together,”
Ayors said, “Once you're competitive for
40 minutes, I think the winning starts
to take care of itself.

“Hopefully, our young guys will still
be able to respond. They've always had
a lot of enthusinsm. We think they
respond and come out and play hard.”

e biggest problem in the recent
swoon has been a lack of aggression on
offense. Guards Jamie Skelton and
Greg Simpson certainly have not been
shy, but after that, no one has been
quite the offensive force in league play.

The team's lack of movement down
low was most evident in the loss to Wis-
consin, when nary an inside player
managed to shoot a free throw.

“That's a big concern right there,”
Ayers said. “And it means we weren't
playing very aggressive with the bas-
ketball.”

A big chunk of aggression will no
doubt have to come from 6.9 forward
Lawrence Funderburke, Ohio State's
top threat in the post. And Funderburke
knows stepping up his game means im-
proving his effectiveness against some
of the best forwards in the country.

Unfortunately, against the Hoosiers
Funderburke was not effective, He was
saddled with two quick fouls at the out-
sot of the game and never really got into
the flow of the game, settling for eight
points and just four rebounds.

*I think it's going to be very tough for
us and it's going to be the biggest chal-
lenge of the season for us to see what

direction we're headed in,” Funderburke
said of playing on the road. “We feel like
we can stay in the ball game with any.
body. So we've got to go to those places
and play hard and not worry about their
rankings.”

OSITnnlur forward and co-captain
Tom Brandewie took that thought a
step further and said the Buckeyes
should block out their rivals almuwr.

“I think right now we're | to
play against ourselves,” he said. “We're
in the situation where we're not playing
opponents anymore. We're trying to
compete with ourselves and get the
bugs out of this program, I guess you
could say.

“Things aren't going too well for us
right now, but I think it's a situation
where we've got to sit down and look at
what we can do better.”

One area that could become en-
couraging before the Buckeyes finally
return home Jan, 30 is bench play. With
the bulk of the league season still
ashead, OSU will need more quality
minutes off the pine. Ayers said help is
around the corner.

*“Tony Watson and Greg Simpson,
those two have really impressed me
lately,” said the OSU coach. “As Derek
(Anderson) gets stronger, he's going to
continue to develop, and even (Killer)
Macon and (Jimmy) Ratliff have had
some positive minutes lately.

“If they can continue to do that ofl
the bench, it's only going to be a positive
for our situation.”

Simpson has had three shinin
ments in particular, The 6-1 freshman
guard scored 23 points in 22 minutes in
Ohio State’s win over conference foe
lowa Jan, 9, He did so with seven-for-
eight shooting, four-for-four from three-
point range. Against Wisconsin, Simp-
son turned in another 19 points in 25
minutes, again in relief of starting point
guard Doug Etzler, and then tossed in a
team-high 15 against the Hoosiers,

*Greg is making tremendous prog-
ress for us and to the point where
you've got to consider starting him,”

Ayers said, “But the positive is he's get-
ting his minutes and doing something
wng'u those minutes. He's getting other

ple involved, and that's something
e had to learn.”

And while the Buckeyes have
received a spark from Simpson off the
bench, they may look to others for even
more offensive punch.

“If it does happen that we catch
stride offensively, it's a situation where
it could Thelp our confidence
tremendously for the rest of the season,”
Brandewie said. *I think we've proved
wo can play with the best teams in the
country. The key is we have to get our-
selves together.”

’92-’93 Schedule
Dec. 1 Ohio University, W 77-61
Dee. § Southern Cal, W 73-56
Dec, 12 Bowling Green, W 80-54
Dec. 16 Wright State, W 76-55
Dec. 19 West Virginia, L 7869
Dec. 22 North Carolina, L 84-64
Dec. 28 Oregon State, W 85.77
Dec. 29 Oregon, W 79-75

Jan. 2 Illinols-Chicago, W 79.55
Jan. 5 Penn State, W 71-68
Jan, 9 Towa, W 92.81

Jan. 13 Michigan State, L 77-60
Jan. 20 Wisconsin, L 76-67

Jun. 24 Indiana, L 96-69

Jan. 26 at Michigan, 7:30 p.m.
Jan, 30 ILLINOIS, 1 p.m.

Feb. 3 PURDUE, 8 p.m,

Feb. 6 PENN STATE, 3 p.m.
Feb. 10 at Northwestern, 8 pam,
Feb. 13 at Michigan St., 12 noon
Feb, 16 at lowa, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 20 WISCONSIN, 8 p.m,
Feb. 23 INDIANA, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 28 MICHIGAN, 2 p.m.,
Mar. 6 at Nlinols, 8 p.m.

Mar. 10 MINNESOTA, 8 p.m.
Mar. 13/14 at Purdue, TBA
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Senior Co-Captain Has Had An Up-And-Down College Career

Davis Easing Into Role As OSU Team Leader

Ohio State senior co-captain Alex Davis (20) has been one of the
Buckeyes' most reliable outside shooting threats for nearly four
years. One of only three players to start all 14 games through
Jan. 24, Davis was averaging 9.5 points per game,
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By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The numbers may not be quite up to
par and the losses are hard to get used
to. But despite what appears like an
anticlimactic ending to a college career,
Ohio State senior guard Alex Davis
remains positive and happy to be a key
performer for the Buckeyes.

Davis, a eat-quick 6-1 guard, has had
n rather unusual career for the Scarlet
and Gray, He made an unlikely impact
as a freshman from Cincinnati in 1990,
starting 15 games and averaging 10.7
points, His great inaugural year
climaxed with a career-high 24 points
against Providence in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament. OSU won that
game in overtime, thanks to a clutch
three-pointer by Davis at the end of
regulation.

The following year could quickly be
deseribed as a sophomore jinx. Davis
fought a knee injury all season and was
just a shadow of himself, averaging only
2.3 points per game. The Buckeyes tied
{or the conference crown, but Davis was
not the factor he could have been.

Last year, he had his moments off
the bench as OSU won the Big Ten title
outright. But by then his time was
limited because of the steady play of
starting guards Mark Baker and
Jamaal Brown. He avetaged 3.1 points
per game and made 31 of 67 field goal
attempts.

Now, suddenly, Davis' fourth and
final year is flying by. He has been
pra,-uu(l into starting service again, but
this Buckeye team is not expected to
contend for the Big Ten champienship.

“I guess you could say I've had a
strange stay here,” he said. *My four
years have gone kind of quick. They just
kind of camo and went, But I haven't
looked at things that way too much.

“My only goals coming into this year
were to be salid and to lead, sometimes
with my play and sometimes by speak-
ing. It's been a tough year so far.”

With the departure of guards Baker,
Brown and Jim Jackson, Davis immedi-
ately became a player to be counted on
in the OSU backcourt. So far, he has
responded by playing 28.4 minutes per
game and averaging 9.5 points and 2.9
assists, tops on the team.

Somewhat surprisingly, however,
Davis is barely shooting over 42 percent
from the field and had already missed
five free throws this year after missing
only six of 77 in his three previous sea-
sons. While his scoring is still respect-
able, Davis looked like he might score
more in the 12.14 points-per-game
range in the early part of the season.

“T think Alex is sacrificing some of
his scoring to do other things for us,” ex-
plained Ohio State head coach Randy
Ayers. “1 really thought he played hard
up at Madison (Wisconsin) for the entire
game and gave us a great effort on
(Tracy) Webster. Webster had been
averaging great numbers, and Alex held
him to eight points in the game; so I
thought he did a great job.

“That's what we're talking about
when we talk about being a leader. Not
only scoring and leading verbally, but
Just going out and playing hard, and 1
thought Alex did that up in Madison.”

Indeed, the transformation from
quiet, spot-up shoaoter to finger-pointing
co-captain has worn on Davis some-
what. But the senior is trying to take it
all in stride.

“As the captain, you've got to take re-
sponsibility to teach some of these dif-
ferent players and tell them what's
going on,” he said. *You've got to get a
feel for how to win and also how to lose
because you have to take some losses.

*Prabably the biggest thing you have
to remind the younger guys is to stay
tough. We've got to keep busting our
butts to survive out here.”

Had Jackson decided to stay for his
senior season, Davis probably wouldn't
have to be talking like the captain of a
ship right now. Jackson, after all, was
used to playing 30-plus minutes a game,
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was a two-time All-American and would
have been a much more natural leader.
But now that Jackson is gone, Davis,
who averaged less than 10 minutes per
g the |:1*.L two seasons, must learn

on the job.

“In & sense, youre always learning
an you're playing, but now you also
have to pull together the five people on
the court and learn how to play with
each other, and that takes a of ef-
fort,* Davis said. “Everybody has to be
in tune vhat's going on and |
think i get older, you have to be
ntally.”
eitan, who often
along Davis last year and
now starts alo friend, can Te-
late to Davis' responsibilities

T thir ad to deal with being

guy who to sot the tone for the
game instead of comin bench
when the tone is already set eltan
said. *I think he's adjusted well, He
hasnt scored that many points, but
nnybody who knows Alex knows that he
can score any ume

“Once Alex realizes that he's in the
starting lineup for good, he'll be fine.
He's daing well this year. I don"t know
what his shooting percentages are, but
when we watch the film, you realize
how well he can shoot the ball at times.”

Ayers said he is happy with the ef-
fort of his senior guard.

“He's a guy that has to do a lot of the
little things for us to be successful,” said
the OSU head coach. “He'll take the top
perimeter scorer and ho's the guy in our
pressure set that we look to get invalved
a lot more. S0 he's doing a lot of the
little things that you expect from one of
your older players.

“You have to put that responsibility
on somebody, and he seems to be the
guy who has accepted that role this
year.”

Davis also seems to have inherited
Baker's role of team barometer. Often-
times, as Davis goes, 80 go the Buck.
eyes

" During Ohio State’s 4-0 start to the
senson, he scored in double figures in
each game. As the team dropped its
next two decisions to West Virginia and
North Carclina, it was no coincidence
that Davis didn't play well. He totaled
only nine points in those two games,
shoating only four of 15 from the floor.

Then, in a 16-point, humbling loss to
Michigan State earlier this month, he
managed only seven points.

“I don't look at it as a type of thing
where you have to blame any one thing
or anybody. So I don't really believe
that too much,” Davis said, disagreeing
with the notion he is a gauge for the
toanm, “I just try to go out and play as
hard as I can and help the team any
way 1 can. I'm a team player. That's
how I play.”

Still some of the onus has remained,
Sinco Ohio State went to a three-guard
starting alignment of Doug Etzler,
Davis and Skelton in late December,
more emphasis has been placed on the
defense and rebounding of the guards,
especially because of oeccasional mis-
matches in size.

“It does put a little more pressure on
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you when you have a tough assignment,
but you've just got to be tough mental-
ly," said Davis, who has drawn North
Carolina's Derrick Phelps and Michigan
State's Shawn Respert among others
this season.

“I've played ngainst great players be-
My freshman year, played
ngainst Rumeal Robinson (of Michigan),
which was a great experience for me be-
cause he's a great player. But once you
get out there on the court and have to
defend somebody, you try your best be-
cause that's all you can do.

'l try not to get caught up in having
to hold down a great player or this and
at. You just try your best and hope
it's enough.”
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As Playing Time Increases, So Does Production From OSU Frosh

good with his time on the court.”

Slmpson Appears Ready For Starting Role

MIKI CREER

o .

Ohio State frcshumn zunrd Greg Simpson (3) is slowly but sure-
ly working his way into position for a starting role with the
Buckeyes. Simpson’s playing time has increased steadily all sea-
son and he was fourth on the team in scoring through Jan, 24,
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By RICH LEONARDO
Bugkeye Sports Bulletin Stall Writer

Throughout most of the world, death
and taxes are the only certainties nf-
forded to man.

At Ohio State, a third constant has
arrived — Grog Simpson will be a fix-
ture in the starting lineup. The only
question that remains is when.

Simpson, a 6-1, 170-pound freshman
guard, was averaging 9.3 points and 2.0
assists per game through Jan. 24 while
cutting Y\a- teoth on the stiff competition
of the Big Ten. But he is constantly im-
proving his game, so much so that he is
on the brink of breaking into the start-
ing lineup for the Buckeyes.

“We've been extremely ploased with
Greg,” said Ohio State assistant coach
Dave Cecutti, “He’s come in here, not
cocky, but with a lot of confidence in
himself and in hia game,

“We're hoping his confidence will
lead to leadership, not only for the re-
maindor of this senson, but for the next
three seasons as well.”

The confidence Simpson now exudes
seemed dormant during the non-
conference portion of the season, but his
performance in the lowa game Jan. 9
(23 points, including four for four from
three-point territory) not only led the
Buckeyes to a 92-81 victory, but also
netted him the Big Ten's player of the
woek award.

“Things have been coming along
protty quick for me,” Simpson said. “But
I've learned the system well and I feel
good and comfortable with what I'm
doing.”

Simpson’s comfort warms the heart
of his coach as well.

“Greg has made tremendous progress
for us to the point where we have to
consider starting him,” OSU head coach
Randy Ayers said. “Having Greg on the
floor has been very positive and it
shows in his minutes played.

“He's getting his playing time and
more important, he's doing something

Through the Buckeyes' first 14
games this season, Simpson was aver-
aging 19.2 minutes of playing time per
contest. That has steadily risen since
the Big Ten campaign began. In the
Michigan State, Wisconsin and Indiana
games, for example, he averaged 27.7
minutes per contest,

While much of that increased floor
time can be traced to Simpson's ability
to give the Buckeyes some instant of.
fense, it is his defensive improvement of
late that has really caught the attention
of the OSU coaching stafl.

“Every day, every game, Greg's ad-
justment to this level of play has im-
proved,” Cocutti said. *He has especially
turned it up a notch at the defensive
end and his ability to do so is the main
reason for his increased playing time.

“Actunlly, quality minutes would be
a good way to deseribe Greg's perform-
ance so far. When he enters the game,
he plays all out, whether it's driving the
lane for a tough basket or guarding our
opposition's quickest player.”

While Simpson's defensive prowess
mlght leave some fans dumbfounded,
it's simply old hat to the Buckeye frosh.

“I played defense in high school,”
Simpmn said. “It just went unnoucud
because of all the other things I had to
contribute to the team. But even at this
level, I feel 1 can guard anybody in the
Big Ten as long as I work hard and
never let up.®

Defense was not the only thing Simp-
son played in high school.

While at Lima Senior High School,
Simpson was named Ohio’s “Mr. Bas-
ketball” in both 1991 and 1992 as well
as being honored as the Division I
player of the year as a junior and
senior.

It was as & senior that his 35 points,
6.9 assists, 6.1 steals and 7.1 rebounds
per game led Simpson to be named to
both the Parade magazine and
McDonald's  All-America teams. The
pride of Lima had 10 games in which he

sh
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scored 40 or more points last season
while shooting 53 percent from the field
and 77 percent from the foul line.

“Grog is a very slkilled player and ob-
viously he came to us already having
many, many skills,” Cocutti said. “But
in addition to those skills, he's really
improved his play at both ends of the
floor, Greg has been real impressive
thus far.”

Many Buckeye basketball junkies ex-
pected Simpson to be a starter from day
one, but the young Buckeye guard never
beliaved that.

“I felt I'd have to come in and work
hard for any playing time at all and I
never falt like I would come here and
start right away,” Simpson said. “Coach
Ayers told me it would take hard work
and dedication to play at this level and
he left it up to me on just how dedicated
I'd lot myself bocome.”

Simpson’s hard work and dedication
are obviously paying off.

*Greg’s come a long way and he's
kept everybody involved as well,” Ayers
said. “While having to keep his team-
mates involved in the flow of the game,
he himself has stayed active, which has
been vital to our offense.”

For any freshman's performance to
be vital to the Buckeye attack is quite a
compliment.

“Watching Greg, you ¢an just see his
improvement and his confidence grow-
ing with each pasaing week,” Cecutti
said. “It's exciting and satisfying to wit-
ness his maturing. I think you'll see
more and maore of Greg in the lineup.

“But we really don't get hung up on
who's starting as much as we do about
who's performing under pressure., As
Greg continues to prove himself, the
tima may come when he gets the start,
but that would be the result of his im-
provement and not the demotion of an-
other player.”

While Simpson's improvement on
defense has the coaching stafl pleased,
his ability to handle the point guard
position has been equally impressive.

*“To play the point guard position,
you have to have more of a decision-
making mentality, and Greg has devel-
oped that mind-set,” Cecutti said. “He is
now delivering the ball on the fast
break and in transition as well as ex-
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ecuting well in our half-court offense.”

How did this high-scoring, natural
shooting guard develop into a prime
time floor lender?

“During the summer, | played a lot of
point guard. So the demands of the posi-
tion aren't really new to me,” Simpson
said. “It's just that during high schoel, 1
was looked u
stead of the distributing. But I can do
both equally well. Whatever my role is,
Il gladly accept it because I truly love
the game.”

Simpson was one of the fow bright
spots for the Buckeyes in their 96-69
loss to Indiana, scoring a team-high 15
points. He also led the team in minutes
played against the Hoosiers, logging 32,
eight more than anyone else on the
squad.

Still, Simpson was not satisfied with
his performance, saying that the Buck-
oyes have to learn how to remain
focused throughout an entire game.

“I think if we play hard for 40

minutes, wé can be competitive on the
road as well as at home,” Simpson said.
“If wo can manage to play some full
games on a consistent basis, I'm sure
you'll see some victories out of this
team.”

son will have something to do with
them.

“All I wanted to do was to come here
and be a part of this winning tradition
and hopefully contribute to the team as
quickly and as much as possible,” he
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said. *If I work hard and never let up,
I'm certain good things will happen.”

If big victories are in store for these
Buckeyes, it seoms certain that Simp-

You Can Count On These Services From
THE QUICKPRINT CENTRE

THE QUICKPRINT CENTRE

1399 Grandview -Avenue e Columbus, Ohio 43212

614-488-2683 » 614-481-8700 ¢ FAX 614-488-0059
(Three doors north of the TrVillage Post Office)

V7

[ B
Yarssyy et
RS

Buckeye Fans:
STAY with the
Winning Team —
Courtyard/Fairfield

———— — S — — — —

I S |
I |
: per night Expires 5-1-93 :
| i\ © Mt Courtyard by Marriott |
|

Dublin » 5175 Post Road » Dublin, OH 43017 « (614) 764-9393 |
| Worthington « 7411 Vantage Drive + Worthington, OH 43085 » (614) 436-7070 |

N

Enjoy a spacious room, including our
delicious breakfast buffet for two.

I Avoioble Fridays ond Soturdays only. Mantion Ihis coupon when making your I
| roservation. Present coupon at check-in. Not available with other discounts. |

kB-mod on ovolabilty, Some restrictions may apply. -/,
Courtyard by Marriott
* Spacious guest rooms +  Whirlpool
*  Free HBO and ESPN * Minigym
* In-room coffee service * Restaurant
* Indoor swimming pool * Lounge
___________ St thiy gyt god being it ipnl
r Enjoy a new standard

in economy lodging.
Expires 5-1-93

Fairfield Inns

|
|
|
North » 857 Morse Road » Columbus, OH 43229 « (614) 262-4000 |
| West « 1309 St. James Lutheran Lane » Columbus, OH 43225 « (614) 870-2880 |

|

Availoble Fridays and Saturdays only. Mention this coupon when making
I your reservation. Prasent coupon at check-in. Not avalioble with othar

Fairfield Inn
* Well-appointed guest room * Free HBO/CNN/ESPN
* State-of-the-art security * Fax service
* Remote-control color television * Same day valet service
* Complimentary morning coffee ¢ Free local phone calls




Originally Published: Jan. 30, 1993

Ohio State Cruises To

Easy Conference Win

MIKE CRITR

Ohio State junior forward Stacie Howard (43) has been giving
the Lady Buckeyes solid performances in the middle. During a
78.57 victory over Michigan State Jan. 24, Howard collected
eight points and grabbed five rebounds for OSU.

Most Valuable Player
Award for 1992
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By MIKE WACHSMAN
Duckeye Sports Dullatin Stafl Writer

The eighth-ranked Ohio State wom-
en's basketball team cruised to a 78-57
win over Michigan State Jan, 24 before
a season-high crowd of 9,651 in 8t. John
Arena,

The Lady Buckeyes got a big lift
from their bench, especially during an
eight-minute stretch in the second half,
in securing the victory.

“We can certainly say this was a
team win,” said OSU head eoach Nancy
Darsch. *There was definitely a good
team effort. It's nice to see the effort
like this from our subs and to have such
balanced scoring.”

Senior Nikki Keyton led the way
with 20 points and freshman Katie
Smith added 12. Freshman Lisa Negri
added nine points and 10 rebounds off
the bench, while junior Stacie Howard
and freshman Adrienne Johnson each
notted aight points.

It looked as if Ohio State (13-1, 5-0)
would run away with things early,
blowing out to a 209 lead, including
three-pointers from Keyton, Smith and
senior Averrill Roberts,

But MSU (6-7, 2.2) used a 159 burst
in the next five minutes to pull to
within 29-24 with three minutes laft
courtesy of a pair of treys from point

ard Christine Powers and one from
orward Tanya Place.

The Buckeyes scored seven of the
last 10 paints to load 36-27 at intermis-
sion despite shooting just 41.2 percent
from the floor to MSU's 50 percent.

Although the starters pushed the
lead to 11 points at the outset of the sec-
ond half, Darsch was not pleased with
the defensive intensity and made
wholesale changes, lifting all five
starters.

The reserves hustled, made good de-
cisions and basically saved the game,
prompting a standing ovation from the
erowd when they went back to the
bench.

“That group gave us a very big lift,"
Darsch said. “They were all playing
very active. They were on their toes,
they were in defensive stances, and they
played the way we're supposed to play. I
really give them a lot of credit.”

Michigan State head coach Karen
Langeland knew her Spartans were out-
classed.

“Ohio State beat us pretty much in
every aspect of the game,” Langeland
said. “They had more rebounds and they
got a lot of steals that created easy bas-
kets for them. Because of their pros-
sure, the same thing that happens to a
lot of teams happened to us: They took
us out of our offense.”

With about nine minutes to go in the
game, the Spartans were still within
shouting distance of the Buckeyes at 55-
40, but an 11-4 OSU run buried them,
putting the Buckeyes up 66.44 with
5:20 remuaining.

It was the second straight 20-point
output for Keyton, and Darsch believes
the six-footer may be putting it all to-
gether.

“This is the third game in a row
where she's really played well," Darach
said. *T hope it means she's back on
track and that she'll play like this the
rest of the season.”

The Spartans were led by sophomore
Kisha Kelloy's 15 points, with Powers at
13 and Columbus native Prudence
Evans adding 10.

OSU won the battle of the boards for
the fourth straight game, grabbing 43 to
MSU's 29. In the last four games, the
Buckeyes are outrebounding opponents
by an average of almost 11 per contest,
something Darach hopes will continue.

*The rebounding has definitely
looked better the last four games,” she
said. "1 see ourti:lnyaru boxing out more
consistently and more physically and 1
see us really wanting the ball. I think
we want it becauss we want to run and
maybe because we have realized it's a
very important part of the game.”

The Buckeyes held MSU to 33.3 per-
cent shooting in the second half and
forced 28 turnovers for the contest.
Most of the turnovers, according to
Langeland, were OSU's doing.

“There’s no question they created the
turnovers,” she said. "A couple of our
players were playing pretty tentative,
but again, that's a credit to Ohio State's
defense. We had 16 turnovers in the
first half, and it's real difficult to get
any scoring when you can't get a shot
of."

Free Throws

The 5-0 conference start is the best
for Ohio State since the 1987 season,
when the Lady Bucks won their first 13
before dropping a 66-54 contest at lowa.

OSU was 1.4 after five league games
last year and 2-3 a year earlior,

KEYTON WON this weak's Big Bear
Buckeye of the Week award for her stel-
lar play against Michigan State and
Michigan.

For the two games played Jan. 22
and Jan. 24, Keyton averaged 20 points
and eight rebounds in the two wins, hit.
ting 17 of 29 shots from the field, a 68.6
percent clip.

Michigan State (57)

Player mn fgfgs Ttha b

L]
Kellay 3 6 9 6 5 4 1 418
Place 3 3 B O O 6 4 28
Hall 30 3 5 0 09 0 20
Powers 40 612 0 0 3 2 4 13
Evans 4 4 71 2 % 4 210
McManter 18 1 41 2 1 2023
Petorson 8 0 1 00 1 010
Bmith 5 1 2 00101 3
Gray 2 00 0 0O0O0O0CTO0
Stevens 1 00000 1 00
Totals 200 22 48 T 0 20 14 17 67

3-point FO's: Powers (3-6), Mace (2-5), Evana
(1-1), MecMaater (0-1). Total FG%: 1as half, 500 (10-
20% 2nd half, 333 (12-28)%; Game 458, Three-polnt
FG: 1st hall 667 (4-6); 2nd hall 286 (2.7); Game,
462 (6-13). FT%: 1ot half, 750 (3-4% Znd hall, B0O0

(4-5% Gume: .778. Team rebounds—3. Deadball
rebands—1, 2
Ohio State (78)

Player mn fgfgs MMa rb & pl tp
Keyton 20 13 3 3 9 2 220
Bmith 27T 613 1 2 a4 2 112
Howard 21 4 5 0 3 86 1 1 8
Burcy 17 2 423010060
Roberts % 3 9 0 0 68 85 1 7
Sebastian 15 03 001 410
Nogri 20 3 6 3 410 1 0 9
Johnaon 5 4 9 0 0 0 2 21 8
Ingwemnen 18 1 6 1 2 3 2 1 4
Band 801011220
Feoryus 10 2 4 0 0 1 0 2 4
Jackson 4 00000000
Totals 200 32 71 10 A 3 22 13 TR

3-paint FO's: Keyton (1-1), Roberta (1-3), Smith
(1-3) Ingwerwen (1-3), Burcy (0-1), Sebastian (0-1)
Total FG%: 1t hall, 412 (14-34); 2nd hall, 488 (18-
7% Game .451. Three-point FG: 1t halfl 429 (3-T)
2nd hall 200 (1-8); Came, 333 (4-12). FT%: Ist
half, A1T (5-12); 2nd half, 833 (5-8); Came 558,
Team rebounds—4. Deadball rebounds~2,
Hallime—Ohio State 36-27,

Aun—0.551.
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OSU'’s Subs Help To Torpedo Michigan State

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buekeye 8porta Bulletin Stal Writer

Coaches always say it's not whether
you start a game that matters, but how
well you perform whan you're in there.

Never was that more evident than in
Ohio State's win over Michigan State, a
gamao in which the Buckeyes' bench out-
scored MSU's second-line players 265
and exhibited tremendous defensive
pressure and enthusinam when the
startors wore lngging.

0SU led 40-29 with 17:11 left to play
when head conch Nancy Darsch made a
full substitution, pulling all five regu-
lars in favor of Lisa Sebastian, Lisa
Negri, Adrienne Johnson, Kelly Fergus
and Erin Ingwersen.

In the next eight minutes, the Lady
Buckeye resorves not only maintained
the cushion, but actually added a couple
of paints to it, pushing the lead to 55-40,
sparked by six consecutive points from
Johnson on jumpers in the lane.

The play of the reserves, who also
caused eight turnovers during the time
they ware in the game, was the subject
of much praise after the game.

“Our subs really did good things off
the bench,” Darach said. *They did a lot
of good things out there and just played
with a lot of energy and defensive in-
tensity.

“T didn't see that a lot in the firat
half, and it wasn't to my satisfaction
with the starters at the beginning of the
second half. Our subs did a great job
playing the way we want to see our
defense played.”

Senior Nikki Keyton felt something
needed to be done to light a fire under
the Lady Buckeyes, who until that point
had played well enough to lead, but
hardly inspired basketball.

“We really needed that,” Keyton said.
“We needod someone to come off the
bench and get us sparked. The bench
really got us going, When the bench was
out there, it let us take a look at what
we neaded to be doing.

“While we were sitting on the bench
wa said, ‘Wa noed to go out there and do
exactly what they're deing.'®

And they did, never allowing
Michigan State to pull ¢loser than 18
points the rest of the way.

As in olten the case, the reserves
seized the moment and attempted to
show they're pretty decent players in
their own right. They =also listened
when Darsech drove home the point
about defensive intensity.

“Nancy mentioned in the locker room
at halftime that the defense hadn't done
what it was eapable of doing,” Johnson
said. "We wanted to go out there and
show everyone that we don’t lose any-
thing. We've been struggling a bit, but
this will give us a more positive out-
look.®

Michigan State head coach Karen
Langeland believed the play of the
reserves definitely gave the Buckeyes
the needed boost to jet away from the
Spartans.

“The reserves really brought them
some emotion and enthusinsm in the

socond half and really lifted the team,”

said the 17.yenr MSU head coach.
*They really made a difference for
them.”

THE LADY Buckeyes' post game
was strong for the second straight
game, with Keyton, Negri, Fergus and
Stacie Howard accounting for 41 points

INSIDE
( THE GAME )

and 25 rebounds, more than half the
team’s total in both catogories.

The Spartans were at a definite dis-
advantage due to the loss of their two
best inside players, Annette Babers and
Sheronda Mayo-Powell. Babers left the
tean after becoming pregnant, while
Mayo-Powell blow out her knee in a 60-
56 win aver Purdue Jan. 7.

Babers was averaging 8.3 points and
8.4 boards and Mayo-Powell was at 10.9
points and 7.3 rebounds.

The loss of the two MSU inside
mainstays definitely was telling.

“‘I'm a little disappointed with our
defensa inside,” Langeland said. *“With
our circumstances, we know that's a
problem. It's going to be a concern the
rost of the year, really. Ohio State did a
nice job taking advantage of our weak
ingide game.”

Without Babers and Mayo-Powaell,
the Buckeyes were not sure what looks
the Spartans might unveil.

“We weren't sure what to expect in
the post only because they lost both
their post players,” Keyton said. “We
figured as long as we stayed within our
defense, we could handle whatever
changes they made at the post.”

Those words turned out to be
prophetic. The Lady Buckeyes held
Michigan State’s inside players to only
23 points and 14 rebounds. The rebound
total was less than Babers and Mayo-
Powell had been averaging by them.
solves.

THE MICHIGAN and Michigan
State games are always big ones for
Lansing, Mich., native Keyton.

She said she works harder against
those two teams since she chose the
Buckeyes over either of hor home state
universities, and that desire to do well
agninst them hns shown up in her
statistics,

With 20 points and nins rebounds
againgt the Spartans, Keyton moved
her career averages as a starter to 15.0
points and 8.0 rebounds per game.

The numbaers are even better againat
the Wolverines, with Keyton hitting for
an average of 16.6 points and 8.8
boards.

“The last four years, that's how it al-
ways is,” the OSU senior said. *T always
play well' ngainst Michigan and
Michigan State. That's mainly because
I'm from Michigan and I want to show
them what they missed out on.”

SHOW THEM
OHIO’S HERE!

Now, Ohio residents can drive, drive on down
the road with Ohio State auto license plates!

Ohio citizens can purchase automobile
plates hea.ring the distinctive block “O" and
buckeye leaf logo and the name “Ohio State”
through a program that also raises money for
scholarships.

To order yours, call or write for an applica-
tion: Ohio State License Plates

33 W. 11th Ave., Suite 204

Columbus, Ohio 43201-2013

(614) 292-8484
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1992-93 OSU Women's Basketball Statistics - Record: 13-1, Big Ten 5-0 I

Player G-GS Min- Avg FG-FGA Pct 3P-3PA Pct FI-FTA  Pct Off-Def Tot- Avg PF-FD AT T0 B§ ST Pts - Avg
30 Saith, K M-14 372-26.6 92- 176 .523 17- 31 548 73- 89 .820 46- 34  80- 5.7 30-1 38 29 1 33 274 -19.6
20 Roberts, A  14-14 399-28,5 83- 186 .446 11- 40 275 37- 58°.638 33- 33 66~ 4.7 27-0 55 38 1 48 24 -15.3
50 Keyton, N 13-13 323-24.8 7T4- 126 .587 4= 11 364 36- 49 .776 22-50 72-5.5 35-1 M4 27 3 19 190 -14.6
15 Burey, A M-14 208-21.3 37- 72 514 4-17 235 42- 63 .667 M- 17 31-2.2 27-0 54 46 0 53 120 - 6.6
43 Howard, §  M-14 300-20.4 49- 92 .533 0- 0 .000 16-30 .533 21-32 §3-3.8 -1 7 16 13 12 14 -0.]
i Negri, L M4-1 291-20.8 22- 56 ,393 1- 8 125 27-34 194 28-42 70-5.0 23-1 9 16 11 4 72-51
31 Johason, A 14~ 0 204-14.6 32- 19 405 1- 8 125 7-14 .500 16- 6 22-1.6 20-0 17 & 1 8 7r-5.1
10 Bond, A -0 13- 9.7 16- 39 410 5-16 313 8-12 667 7- § 1611 11-0 22 2 0 11 45-3.2
55 Fergus, K 13- 0 128- 9.8 .11- 28 .393 0- 0 .000 10- 18 .55 10-20 30-2.3 13-0 2 9 4 3 3 -25
25 Ingwersen, £ 14- 0 161-11.5 10- 36 .278 §-24 250 7-11 .63 12-11 23-1.6 8-0 7 9 0 3 33-24
24 Sebastian, L 14- 0 136- 9.7 12- 32 375 0- 4 .000 2- 3 .667 4- 8 12-09 7-0 2010 015 26-19
23 Jackson, G 10-0 52-52 3- 7 .29 0- 0 .000 2- 4 500 2-8 10-1.0 7-0 2 3 1 4  @-0.8

Tean i1 1
Ohio State 14 2800 441- 929 475 49-159 .308 269-385 .699 215-270 532-38.0 243 248 233 35213 1200 -85.7
Oppoaeats 14 2800 366- 830 441 48-129 .372 156-225 .693 192-312 504-36.0 325 197 382 23 102 936 -66.9

Far From A Masterpiece, But OSU Takes Win

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Duckaye §ports Bulletin Stall Writor

It was closer to one of those pictures
your kid makes for your refrigerator
than it wns to a Picasso, but the Ohio
State women's basketball team will
take it.

The Lady Buckeyes remained un-
defeated in Big Ten play with a 90.73
win over Michigan Jan. 22 in St. John
Arena before an estimated 6,873 fans.

“It's o win,” said Ohio State head
coach Nancy Darsch. “It wasn't protty
all the way. We made progress and
locked good at times, but at times our
offense was pretty horrible,”

The Lady Buckeyes (12-1, 4-0)
defeated the Wolverines (1-13, 0.5)
dospite shooting just 44.2 percent and
off nights from top scorers Katie Smith
and Averrill Roberts. Smith had 16
points but shot just four for 11 from the
field, while Roberts endod the evening
with 12 points and a game-high and

)——101 41 Wood

Deal Direct
With
Owners

Building and Remodeling, Inc.

career-high-matching seven assists, She
made only four of 12 field goal attempts.

However, senior forward Nikki
Koyton and junior center Stacie Howard
took up the slack, scoring 20 and 16
points, respectively, and helped the
Buckeyes' post game immensely.
Howard's point total represented a
careor best.

OSU never trailed in the contest and
had n 44-23 lead with 3:23 to play in the
first half before Michigan, behind Co-
lumbus native Stacie McCall and center
Trish Andrew, closed with an inspired
10-2 spurt.

“In the first half, I thought we did a
nice job defensively really establishing
the tempo,” Darsch said. “I was a little
disappointed the first five minutes of
the second half that we didn't just come
out and retake control of the game after
Michigan made their run at the end of
the first half.”

The Buckeyes led 46-33 at intermis-
sion, but Michigan kept it a game, get-
ting to within 50-41 on a layup by

* 25 Years of Window
Experience
* 100% Thermal Vinyl

Replacement Windows

PHASE I

WINDOW & DOOR

SUPPLY COMPANY

2404 West Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43204

Androw with four and a half minutes
gone.

OSU pushed the lead back to double
figures, but the Wolverines would not
fold, paring a 55-43 lead to 57-51 on two
troys from guard Jen Nuanes and a
put-back by forward Carrie Stewart.

But Ohio State floxed its muscles
again, going on a 12-5 run to grab a 69-
56 advantage with 9:28 to play. It never
got closer than nine points the remain-
der of the game,

Michignn first-year coach Trish
Roberts, who played at Tennessee at the
same time Darach was an assistant to
head coach Pat Summitt, felt en-
couraged by much of her team’s play.

*1 thought we played extremely
well,” Roberts said. *Our 2-3 zone reall
withstood a lot and brought us bac
some. What really hurt us was rebound-
ing, though. Ohio State got too many
second chances.”

The Buckeyes did indeed win the
rebounding battle by a comfortable 42-
33 margin. They were especially tena-

* Ask for Details About
Our Lifetime Warranty

* Short No Pressure
Demonstration

» Expert Installation

(614)
279-3430

cious on the offensive glass, pulling
down 18. Keyton paced OSU with seven
and Smith added six.

That post advantage, especially
ngainst the sometimes dominating
Andrew, was encouraging to Darsch.

“It's nice to see our post players con-
tributing in double figures and working
hard on the blocks,” the OSU coach
said. “We also did a nice job rebounding
ogonin.”

Roberts, who will likely face more
defeats in her inaugural season,
believes she can turn things around for
the moribund Wolverine program, may-
be sooner than later.

“I'm not looking so much at the win-
loss record,” she said. *I'm lecking at
the improvement of the players. Since
Christmas, we've gotten a lot better.
We're going to take it ons game at. a
time and really build toward next year.”

Michigan (73)

Player mn fgfge 0tfa v a pf tp
ftewart 40 3 B O O T 4 3 0
Cray as 511 1 1 7T 3 21
Andrew 3 9B TI0 ) B
MeCall T 3 87T 82 3303
Nuanes 3 6 9 0 001 314
Helkkinen 1301 001 400
Stanley T8 21106028
Turner 2 00000000
Totals 200 27 57 14 17 33 16 18 T2

Jpoint FO'w: Nuanes (46), Andrew (1-1},
Stewart (0-1). Total FG%: 1at half, 382 (13-34); 2nd
half, 609 (14-23% Game 474, Three-point FG: 1st
half 000 (0-2); 2nd hall £33 (5-0); Game, 625 (5-8).
FT%: Lot half, .T78 (7-0); Znd hall, 875 (7-6); Game:
A24. Team rebounds—0. Deadball rebounds—.

Ohio State (90)
Player mn fgfga MMarb a pf p
Keyton 2T P18 2 4 7 ) 40
Smith 28 411 7T 8 6 3 116
Howard 4 T12 2 330 418
Hurey 10 3 4 0 0 2 4 23 7
Hoberts 0 412 2 2 4 7 112
Sebastian 102 3 001 11 4
Negri 4 0 21 2 3 121 2
Johnson @ 386 001106
Fergus P 13001002
Ingwemen 13 0 3 0 0 4 0 0 0O
Bond 111 4 232304
Jackson 4 0 0 2 2 3 0 1 12
Totals 200 34 77 18 23 42 22 17T WO

Fpaint FG': Hoberta (2-4), Durey (1-1), Smith
(1-2), Keyton (01}, Bond (0-1), Ingwersen (0-2). To-
tal FO%: 1st hall, A6 (17-30% 2nd hall, 447 (17
38); Game 442. Throo-point FG: 1et half 143 (1-7);
2nd hall 780 (3-4); Game, 384 (411} FT%: Iat
half, 917 (11-12%; 2nd half, 636 (7-11); Gama: .782.
Team rebounde—38. Deadball rebounds—
Hallime—Ohio Stato 46-23
AlL—0,873
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Keyton Fi

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeyo Sports Bulletin Staff Writor

In & senson of heading north in the
polls and national limelight, Ohio State
senjor forward Nikki Keyton wants to
head south.

The 1993 women's Final Four is held
in Atlanta during the first week in
April, and Keyton holds the firm belief
the Lady Buckeyes will be there.

“We're definitely n Final Four team,”
Koyton said. “I say that mainly because
we haven't peaked yet."

She also ndmita she has another mo-
tiva for wanting to visit Atlanta. Keyton
is interested is pursuing a postgraduate
degree after gradunting next year in
eriminology and wants to go to grad
school at an institution that could give
her a chance to be n graduate assistant
coach.

“I'd love to live in the South,” she
said. “1 wouldn't mind going to a place
like Atlanta to do my postgradunte
work, especially if 1 could go to the
school of my choice and be a graduate
nssistant.”

However, if her plan to further her
oducation at somewhere in the South
such nas Georgia Tech fails, she said
shell probably go back home to
Michigan and go for a master's degree
from Michigan State.

That is all in the future, though, In
the present, Keyton is charged with
keoping the Lady Buckeyes focused on
the excollonce they have shown so far in
the 1992-93 basketball senson.

She has pursued excellence on the
court since her rookie season and, even
with some inconsistencies, it seems to
be paying off.

Keyton was tabbed a second-team
All-Big Ten seloction last year after
notehing averages of 13.7 points and 8.3
rebounds. Even with the outstanding
numbers and all-conference rocognition,
she has something of a tough time get-
ting her due respect.

In fact, one preseason publication
featured a photograph of Keyton driving
to the hoop, but the accompanying cap-

Originally Published: Jan. 30, 1993

res Lady Buckeyes” Best
Basketball Is Still Ahead Of Them

tion identified her as teammate Averrill
Roborts.

Ohio State head conch Nancy Darach
feels Koyton may be lacking in recogni-
tion but wouldn't be if she were a little
maore consistont.

“It's possible she deserves more
respect,” Darsch said, “but most people
don't expect someone only six feet tall to
put up the kind of stats she has, Con-
sistency will go n long way toward get-
ting her the recognition she deserves.”

The unassuming Keyton is not
bothered by the lack of recognition.

“l don't renlly focus on personal
aspects of the game,” she said. “Last
year, 1 made second-team All-Big Ten;
so people know who I am. It seems like
I've taken a back seat this year, but
that's fine with me as long aa we win,”

Koyton may feel she's taken a back
seat, but she's definitely been a driving
force in the Buckeyes' 13-1 start.

Aside from freshman Katie Smith,
Keyton is the only Buckeye to score in
double figures in every game she's
played in this season, including n
career-bost 20 points three times, most
recently against Michigan State.

Keyton was at 14.6 points and 5.5
rebounds through Jan. 24, but she was
not discouraged about her lower board
numbers because of the team’s winning
ways.

It might have been more discourng-
ing in other seasons. Internal problems
racked the team during her first three
years, in addition to the fact the Buck-
eyes have gone to just one NCAA
Teournament in that time.

But the tough seasons have made
Keyton a tougher person.

“T've learned more in the losing years
than I have this year,” she said. “"When
you're winning, everything's going
great, You don't have any problems.

“I know in high school I was a strong
person and that | had a strong per.
sonality, but since T've been here I've
learned I ean withstand any kind of
struggle or anything that's thrown my
way."

That's why Keyton and the other
seniors made a concerted offort to close
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ranks and focus on team unity for this
sonson.

“Wa know, to have n successful year,
we had to put everything aside and pull
together,” she said. “Our teams have al-
ways been close, but in a different, cli-
queish sort of way. With this group,
everyone is pretty much friends with
overyone. It's n different kind of close-
ness. You know you can rely on anybody
on the team to help you out.”

The Lady Buckeyes' resurrection has
been nothing short of remarkable, espe-
cinlly based on the 11-17 and 15-13
records of the lnst two seasons.

There is n new air of confidence
within the team, but that's not the most
amazing thing.

Now the OSU students, noever ones to
religiously attend Lady Buckeyes
gnmes, are coming out of the woodwork
to let the team know they're behind it

100 percent.
“People are talking about us now
around campus,” Keyton laughed.

“People come up to us and say, We
listened to you on the radio When do
people listen to women's basketball on
the radio?

“They've been listening to our games
and everyono’s really excited for us. It's
good because when it's recognized
among the students, that's groat. We
don't really get a lot of students at the

Nikki Keyton

games, but this year there's been a lot
of them. It's always nice to see that sup-
port.”

And the top 10 ranking and un.
defented Big Ten start is something
Koyton has longed for since coming to
Columbus,

“Averrill and I have really been talk-
ing about that a lot lately,” she said.
“We're like, "Can you beliave it? We're
eighth in the country and at the top of
the Big Ten." We've never had this feel-
ing before. We had a winning season my
froshman year, but it's nothing com-
pared to this."

THE NANCY DARSCH SHOW

WSYX

COLUMBUS
OnYoB>

Sun. Jan. 24 - 12pm
Sat. Feb. 13 - 4pm
Sun. Feb. 28 - 12:30pm
Sun. March 7 - 12pm
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Side

Join Ohio State Coach Nancy Darsch and
Six On Your Side Sports Director Mark Cooper
for an indepth look at
Ohio State Women's Baskethall
on WSYX TV-6
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Lady Buckeyes’ Senior Point Guard %

Buckeye Sports Bul

Specializes In Burglary This Season

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeya Sports Bulletin Stall Writer

Opposing players going up against
Ohio State point guard Audrey Burcy
should be forewarned: Take out theft in-
surance.

The §-5 senior led the team in steals
with almost four per game through Jan.
24 and was among the nation's top 20 in
that category.

The pinnacle came in the Buckeye
Classic when Burcy robbed wide-eyed
Georgia guards 10 times, one off the
school record. As evidence of her in-
creased rate of crime, Burcy had just 40
steals last year, a total she eclipsed in
the 13th game of this season.

Maybe the gift of thievery runs in
Burcy's family bocauss her older
brother, Reggie, was second in the na.
tion in steals last season for Chieago
State, averaging 3.3 per game.

Whether genetic or not, Burcy says
there's no real secrot other than intense
pregame scrutiny.

“You can definitely sense when some-
ono is timid bringing the ball up,” she
said. “Part of the reason is prnbugly our
preparation for the person. I watch a lot
of film and study the player Il be going
up against. I kind of get a feel for what
they like to do and what moves they
use. 1 trv to concentrate on my player
and put a lot of pressure on her.”

Pressure is something Burcy is used
to facing.

There was pressure on her to recover
from a knee injury her freshman season
that caused her to miss the final 13 con-
tests of the semson. The injury con-
tinued to hamper her to some degree as
a sophomore and she finally consented
to reconstructive surgery following that
season.

She returned last year, but her
mobility was restricted by a cumber-
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some brace. Now, playing without the
brace this year, she appears on her way
to becoming one of the Big Ten's best at
the point.

0SU head coach Nancy Darsch
believes Burcy should probably be listad
among the league's elite when naming
point guards.

“We'll know more after we complete
the first round of the Big Ten,” Darach
said. “lowa's Laurie Aaron and Wiscon.
sin's Sharon Johnson will certainly be
tests.

“But as far as steals and conversions
and decision making, I believe Audrey
deserves to be in the top group.”

Even though Darsch has great con-
fidence in her floor leader, Burcy is not
quite ready to assume the title of the
best.

“I haven't thought about whether I'm
the best point guard in the Big Ten,”
she said. “I'm just trying to go out and
play and keep confidence from my team-
mates in me to go out and play the way
Tecan.”

The way she can play is pretty darn

5 Loo.

The journalism major has written
some fine pieces this year, such as the
one againat UCLA, when she netted a
career-best 18 peints, eight rebounds
and nine assists. And there was a per-
formance agninst Indiana, when she
agnin scored 18 points and led the
Bucks to a big second half.

Burcy's numbers are at an all-time
hlg: with averages of 8.6 points, 2.2
rebounds and just under four assists per
game through Jan. 24,

Couple those numbers with the only
ones that really matter — wins and
losses — and one can see why Burcy is
bursting at the seams with enthusiasm.

*This has boeen the biggest year for
me in terms of contributing since I've
been here,” she said. “We're winning
and that's nice, but it's great to really
be a part of it and not miss any games.

“We're in contention right now for
the Big Ten title, This is the kind of sea-
son | would think everyone would hope
for.”

Burcy' teammates thought enough of
her to elect her a co-captain, an honor
she is attempting to carry out to the
best of her abilities.

2057 Morse Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

(614) 263-1300

GOLDEN STAR

CHINESE RESTAURANT

= A

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS $2.23 DINE IN CARRY-OUT

MOWDATIO JATYAPAT s o 7 e i -
: $100 Off FREE $100 Off FREE |
LARGE EGG ROLL OR |
Any Regular Menu SOFT DRINK Any Two Entrees SMALL SOUP !
I Purchase Of $10.00 1 | OfGolden Star 1 2 1
! | OR CHINESE TEA | . : | With Any Purchase |
H Or More | i<2 With Any Purchase | Chef Suggestions | -~/ 00 0Or More |
alld With Lunch Specials, |, L ;‘Ol $5.00 Or More I s THol Valid With Cthver | Mot Valid With Lunch Specials. |
1 1 Coupons Or Ollers - | = MotValid With Other Coupons |- £ #¥Coupons Or Gpecials J= ' Other Coupona Ot Ollers I

LAY DXpIe V. (*-Wey Bpeicls ' Repiran (0N 0 Fich ERoiren AR e G O -

COUIES A8 o B SAVP S

HOURS:
Mon, - Thurs,
10:30 AM. - 10 PM.
Fri. & Sat.
10:30 AM. - 11 PM.
Sunday
11:00 AM. - 9 PM

i P“TP

p—
L] =
Audrey Burcy

“Coming into the year, I felt real con-
fident about myself,” Burcy said. “I be-
lieve I have good leadership qualities
and can be a good leader for the team
and get us going in the right direction.
My teammates obviously felt the same
way I do about my leadership abilities.”

Burcy prepped at Proviso West High
School in suburban Chicago and faced
many talented players, including former
Northwestern star Michels Savage.

Chicago is one of the country’s hot-
beds of girls basketball, but Burcy was
not recruited with much fervor by the
power brokers, as Illinois-Chicago and
Chicago State were her other prime
suitors. That was despite averaging
17.7 points, six rebounds, five assists
nnd five steals her senior campaign.

Darsch viewed Burcy in a summer
league game prior to her senior season
and came away impressed.

“She showed a lot of ability to put on
defonsive pressure,” the OSU head
coach said. “She could run the ball and
was aggressive on offense, and that fit
the mold of point guard we were looking
for,”

Burcy was the classic diamond in the
rough, one that has turned into a gem
for OSU.

“] was kind of waiting around be-
cause | wasn't sure if Ohio State was
going to offer me a -cholmhi? or not,”
she admitted. “ put answering other
schools on hold, and finally things came
through and [ got the scholarship.

*The other schools have to take who
they feel will fit in and Ohio State, real-
ly not knowing much about me because
I didn't have a lot of exposure, probably
did take a chance on me.”

Without the high profile coming out
of high school, it may have been a little
easier for Burcy to excel.

“It's a little easier not having all that
hype,” she said. “It made me work har-
der knowing I had to prove myself and 1
didn't have anything to lose at all.”

If not for a last-second three-point
shot against number one Vanderbilt,
the Buckeyes would not have lost at all
this season.

Even though the Buckeyes are still a
rolatively young squad, there was no
moral victory in falling 70-67 to the top-
rated Commodores. The team treated
the game as one it should have won and
that's the mind-set that will follow all
SOASON.

“Everyane felt like in the Vanderbilt
game we should have won, but things
just didn't happen that way,” Burey
said. “We could very easily have won it.

“But that's the way we're thinking
right now. The attitude throughout the
whole team is one of feeling we should
not lose at all.”
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Tough Road Trip Serves As Quick Reminder To Buckeye Fans

08U got similar solid play off the
bench in the second half from Antonio
Watson. Ayers must have been im-
pressod, because he went to Watson

By the time most of you read this,
the Ohio State basketball team will
have completed its grueling three-game
road trip to Wisconsin, Indiana and
Michigan.

While most preseason  prog-
nosticators picked the Buckeyes for the
lower deptha of the Big Ten standings,
many fans may have been lulled into a
false sense of security about the team
following OSU’s decent non-league per-
formance and big upset of lowa,

The recent sojourn seems to have
reminded us of the things that we have
perhaps forgotten. The Bucks are young
and still have some holes that players
need to step up and fill.

How well the Buckeyes perform com-
imf off the demanding road trip will “K
n lot about the team, concerning bot
talent and the team's mental makeup.
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How well they play the rest of the way
will also tell us a lot about how good a
coach Randy Ayers is.

That he did an outstanding job the
last two years is unquestioned. But
good, experienced players make for good
coaches. Ayers may have good players
this year, but experience is lacking.

This is clearly Ayers' toughest test to
date. If he is able to right the struggling
Buckeyes, he will continue to add to his
coaching reputation. And I don't think
you can rate the Buckeyes' porformance
this year purely on wins and losses.
Fans need to watch for progress, also,

I AM concerned about match-up
problems that the three-guard offense
leaves the Buckeyes.

When they face the bigger, more
physical teams in the Big Ten, the
Bucks are at too big a disadvantage
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defensively, especially when you consid-
er that Rickey Dudley, one of their key
inside players, is only 6-7.

Lawrence Funderburke's production,
or lack of it lately, also has to be an
area of concern. The Buckeyes need to
nddress their inability to get the ball to
Funderburke down low. This failure
forces him to take the 12 or 15.footers,
often fading awny. While he can make
these shots, they are not his best shots
and they leave him out of position to
rebound. And with three guards on the
floor, the Buckeyes need Funderburke's
rebounding.

Though he is OSU's top talent, I'm
not sure Funderburke is quite ready to
shoulder the load of being OSU's go-to
player yet. That will come in time.

You have to remember that Funder-
burke hasn't played nearly as much
basketball in the last five years ns most
players in their junior year of college.
He also benefited last year from the
prosence of Jim Jackson and several
other vaterans of the Big Ten wars, This
year, he's pretty much on his own.

There had been speculation early in
the season that Funderburke might con-
sider jumping to the NBA after this
year. While Jackson may have been
ready, Funderburke would probably
benefit, both on the court and at the
bank, by sticking around for his senior
season. The Buckeyes would certainly
benefit as well,

GREG SIMPSON'S offensive out-
put of late has been encouraging. For a
moment againat Indiana, however, he
forgot he was in Assembly Hall, not the
gym at Lima Senior. He tried a behind-
the-back move and was called for
traveling. The floodgates really opened
for the Hoosiers after that on their way
to a 27-point victory.

The Buckeyes paid for that bit of hot-
dogging and I'm sure Ayers will remind
his star freshman of that.

WHILE THE Buckeyes lost at Wis-
consin, they did get some encouraging
play in the first half from the forgotten
Jimmy Ratliff,

The former starter from Middletown,
Ohio, hit a couple of key buckets and
played some aggressive defense as the
Bucks dug themselves out of a deep ear-
Iy hole.
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even more in the following game
against Indiana.

THAT'S THE first time I've seen the
Badgers play this season; so I don't
know if Michael Finley plays the way he
did against the Bucks every game. But [
certainly came away impressad.

You don't often think of top players
in the conference coming from Wiscon-
ain, but Finley looks like he might take
his place among the conference elite.

I couldn't remember the last time the
Badgers had an All-Big Ten performer;
s0 | checked. Interestingly, it was as
recont as the 1990-91 season, when big,
beely center Patrick Tompkins was so
honored by The Associated Press.

Before that, hawever, you have to go
back to 1968, when Joe Franklin was
all-conference. Before that, you have to
go all the way back to 1951 and 1952,
when Albert Nicholas took home the
honors for the Badgers.

Since 1948, Wisconsin has fower
players who have been first-team all.
conference than even Northwestern.
The Wildcats have six different players
with that distinction, with Billy McKin-
ney being the most recent, winning his
award in 1977. The Badgers have only
four,

Since the Big Ten started giving out
all-conference honers in 1948, Indiana
leads the way with 27 different first-
teamers, followed by Purdue with 23
and Ohio State and Nlinois with 22
each.

IF YOU think the Michigan men's
basketball team looks goofy with those
long shorts the guys wear, you have to
see the Michigan women. Their shorts
are oven longer and the Lady Wolves
really look ridiculous.

Try to visualize Mary Lou Retton
with Jalen Rose's shorts on and you get
the general idea.

Maybe the women figure if they
dress like the Michigan maen, they'll
play like them. If their 1-13 record after
losing to the Lady Bucks is any indica-
tion, though, the plan isn't working.

AFTER MANY years in this busi-
ness, I've seen all sorts of ways for
Buckeye fans to show their support for
08U, right down to the infamous scar-
let and gray toilet seat.

There is a much more public way to
show your support for Ohio State and
that is by buying the new Ohio auto li-
cense plates that feature “Ohio State,”
as well as the "Bleck O" and buckeye
leaf logos. 4

For mere information about the
plates, call (614) 202-8484 or see the ad
on page 23 of this issue,

THERE IS still time left, and
scholarships available, but it sure
soems like the Buckeyes did really well
in football recruiting between the
Michigan game and the Citrus Bowl
and have struggled a bit since losing to
Georgia.

They had received 10 verbal commit-
ments before the bowl game, but up
through Jan. 25, had received only a
half-dozen more in the three and a half
woeks that followed.



