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Penn State Vanquished, OSU Eager To Zero In On Wisconsin

Buckeyes Clear Another Big Big Ten Hurdle

By MARK REA
Buekoye Bports Bullotin Editor

It was n mob scone seldom soen in
Ohio Stadium in recent years. In fact,
the last time anyone could remember
Ohio State fans storming the fiold after
any game was in 1987 when Earle
Bruce was' carried off on the shoulders
of his team nfter beating Michigan in
Ann Arbor in hia last game as head
coach,

But this . . . This was different. Much
different. In the unusual snowy dark-
ness of Halloween eve, Buckeye fans
erupted onto the muddy stadium field to
help celebrate their team's 24-6 whip-
plng of number 12 (and now Big Ten
rival) Penn State.

It was a celebration normally
reserved for Michigan games, title-
clinching performances and Rose Bowl
victories. But somehow, with all of the
hype surrounding Penn State's entrance
into the Big Ten, the aura that swirls
around coaching legend Joe Paterno
and a spreading epidemic of champion-
ship fever, the venerable Horseshoo ex-
ploded in revelry.

As the fans mobbed the players and
coaches, and some tried in vain to claim
the goal posts as a trophy, there was a
sense of triumph in the air that has not
been felt for a long, long time.

Then, alter the celebration had sub.
sided, it was left to the Buckeyes to once
again put a big victory into perspective.

“This is really great” snid senior
tight end and co-captain Cedric
Saunders. *I couldn't get to the locker
room and that was the best feeling I've
had since I've been here. In the past,
we've boen kind of up and down and
that kind of stuff really never happened
here.

“But we can't get too high from this
win. This was a great win, but we can't
place any more importance on this one
than we have any other. We cannot get
caught looking back or looking anhead.
We're so close to reaching our goals, we
da not want to fall short now.”

For another senior co-captain, the
mob scene following the win over Penn
State was a healthy dose of redemption,

Defonsive end Jason Simmons was
nearly in the midst of another mob
scene last year in the Horseshoo, al-
though it would have been a mob scene
of much different proportions.

Following the Buckeyoes' 20-19 win
over Louisville in the 1992 season
opener, the team wns leaving the field
to some nasty epithets, some of which
nearly prompted Simmons to go into the
stands looking for the offenders.

“Oh, I remember that very well,” he
said after the Penn State game. “There
were people yelling for Cooper's head
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CHEWING UP A MUDDY TRACK — The Ohio Stadium turf resembled a quagmire for much of the

game between Ohio State and Penn State, but it didn't scem to slow down tailback Raymont Harris
(34). Rushing for a career-high 151 yards and one touchdown, Harris helped lead the Buckeyes to a
24-6 victory over the Nittany Lions, preserving OSU's undefeated record and Rose Bowl hopes.

and it was bad. The thing that made it
the worst as far as 1 was concerned,
though, wns that we won that game.
That really upset a lot of people, espe-
cinlly me.

“Then, to come off the field today, it's
i 180-degree turnaround. 1 just couldn't
help wondering if the same people who
were in the stands that day against
Louisville were the same ones who were
there today.”

The Cooper to which Simmons
reflerred is, of course, Ohio State head
conch John Cooper. After five years of
spinning on most fans’ barbecue spit,
Cooper is also beginning to enjoy the
fruits of his labors.

“This means a lot to him,” said OSU
offensive coordinater Bill Young. “"He
was out there in that mass of humanity
at the end of the game and that's a time

when you just want to get out of there
with your life.

“But after all he’s been through, he
stands there and tells me he didn't want
to leave the field at the end of the game.
Ho wanted to stay out there and soak it
up as much as ho could.”

So, nt lenst as far as Cooper is con-
cerned, all is forgiven if not forgotten.
The same holds true for Simmons.

“1 was just trying to keep my body
parts and equipment together out
there,” he said. “When you're winning,
it solves a lot of problems. Everybody
loves a winner, [ guess, and it really
does beat the alternative. We're certain-
ly enjoying it and we want to keep it
going as long as we can.”

Saunders and Simmons are a pair of
sonior co-captains who, along with fel-
low captains Chico Nelson and Alan

Kline, have been charged with keeping
the Buckeyes focused on each new chal-
lenge this season. So far, the foursome
has done its job, along with help from
their fellow seniors.

“We have always thought that our
recruiting class has not really carried
the team, but has been the heart of the
team,” Kline said. “If you look back, and
oven some of the guys who left out of it
who were instrumental in our success,
our recruiting class has been through
the wars.

“We've seen the rough times, and
those kinds of things build character.
You're always told that during the
tough times and it's kind of hollow at
the time, but it is true. Maybe you have

Continued On Page 10
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Buckeyes Roll To 24-6 Victory On Wintry Day In Late October

Penn State Fmds Chilly Reception At OSU

oY,

LET'S CELEBRATE — Raymont Harris (34) hl.lpﬂ teammate
Joey Galloway (7) eelebrate his ninth touchdown reeception of
the season, a 26-yarder against Penn State.

“INTERESTING
FACTUALLY ACCURATE
FOOTBALL"

— VIC JANOWICZ, HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER

HUMOROUS, BUT MOST OF
ALL A WELL-RESEARCHED,

ACCOUNT OF OHIO STATE

Written by Jack Park, OSU graduate and college football
historian, OHIO STATE FOOTBALL . . . THE GREAT
TRADITION is filled with photos, illustrations and more
than 200 unusual, humorous, and touching human
Interest stories and litthe known facts aboul the great
tradition of Ohio State football. This book is a must for
your library and makes the perfect gift for any fan.

By MARK REA
Duckeye 8ports Bulletin Editor

Bofore this season began, many
people probably thought that it would
have to have beon n cold day in Hell be-
fore n John Cooper team would have
beaten ane conched by Joo Paterna,

Well, it's unclear what kind of day
they were having in the underworld on
Oct. 30, but it was an early wintertime
setting in Ohio Stadium as Cooper's
Ohio State team rolled over Paterno
and Penn State by a score of 24-6,

The victory presorved the Buckeyes'
perfect 8:0 record as well as their stand.
ing in the national polls and set up a
showdown in Wisconain next woeek and
a scenario in which, if everything were
to fall in place, the tenm could clinch its
first Big Ton champlonship since 1986,

For that to happen, not only would
08U have to knock off Wisconsin, but
Ponn State would also have to beat In-
diana while Minnesota was handling 11-
linois.

But before any of those thoughts
could enter tho Buckeyes' minds, they
stopped to savor the victory over Penn
State.

“It's right there, right there from our
reach,” said OSU  senior offonsive
lineman Jason Winrow, holding his
thumb and index finger just two inches
apart. *You know, we're inches away
from it. We just realize that we're get-
ting closer and closer.

“But weo still have to take them one
qame at a time because when you start
looking past peoplo and looking nhend,
that's when you got bumped off.*

The Buckoyes certainly didn't look
past Penn State. In foct, in preparation
for the Nittany Lions, the team had one
of its best practices in recent memory.

“Wo had o great week of practice this
wook,” said sophomore linebacker Craig
Powell. *Everybody was ready, every-
body was focused. Everybody was work-
ing on limiting their mistakes, 1 think
wo've turned it up n notch.”

Powell turned it up a notch himself.
Helping to spearhead o smothering
Ohio State defense, he had a team-high
11 tackles, recovered o fumble and
notched his first career interception.

His pick was just one of four on the
day for the Buckeyes, who thoroughly
harassed Penn State quarterback Kerry
Collins. OSU sacked Collina just once,
but there was enough pressure in his
foce that he completed only 13 of 39
passes for 122 yards,

The Nittany Lions, who had entered
the game averaging nearly 440 total
yards per gamas, woro held to 271 by the
Buckeyos. PSU tailback Ki<Jana Carter
wan the only solid offensive threat the
Lions had all afterncon as he rushed for
123 yards on 24 carries and also caught
three passes for 35 yards, Take Carter
out of the Penn State linoup and the

mark. He maved his season total to 783
yards in eight games and is well within
reach of becoming the first 1,000.yard
rushor for the Buckeyes sinco Robort
Smith did it as a freshman in 1990 and
only the 10th player in scheol history to
nchieve that feat,

Meanwhile, OSU used its tandem of
Bobby Hoying and Bret Powers at
quarterback to complete eight of 19
passos for o modest 156 yards. But the
Buckeyes used a more controlled pass-
ing attack than usual. Six of their com-
plotions wont for first downs, four of
them converting third-down situations.

Penn State tried to set the tempo for
the game early, putting together n 13-
play drive to open the contest, But o
couple of misfires by Collins made the
Lions settle for a 20.yard flold goal from
kicker Craig Fayak.

That gave PSU a 3-0 lead and put
the Buckeyea behind for the first time
all season. Thoy responded as usual,
taking their opening posseasion in for a
score for the eighth straight time,

Ohio State started the drive rather
uncharacteristically, though, as Hoying
rolled out and hooked up with fullback
Joft Cothran on a 20-yard pass play,
Three plays later, Hoying kept the drive
going by stepping out of the pocket and
scrumbling seven yards on a third-and.
six play.

Most of the rest of the drive belonged
to Harris and fellow tailback Butler
By'not's. They eombinad for 29 yards on
the march and Harris seored on a fours
yard run to put the Buckeyes ahead 7.3

Fayak added a season-long 49-yard
fleld goal on Penn State's next possos-
sion to pull the Lions within a point at
7-6, but that was ns close aa they got.

Tim Williams poppod a 22.yard fleld
goal through the uprights on the first
play of the second quarter, then Powers
found split end Joey Galloway in the
end zone from 25 yards out less than
four minutes later to give the Buckeyes
n 17-6 cushion.

08U preserved its 11-point margin
until halftime, then moved it quickly to
18 by marehing 68 yards in nine plays
following the second half’s opening kick-
off. Again it was Harria who did most of
the work, earrying seven times for 57
yards.

But it was By'not'e who finished
things off, sprinting around right end
for o five-yard touchdown that made it
24.8.

Penn Stato tried its best to rally in
tho second half but always came up a
littls short. The Lions’ two best chances
at gotting back in the game were
thwarted by big defensive plays by the
Buckeyes.

Midway through the third period,
Fayak attempted another field goal, but
it was blocked by OSU junior corner.
back Marlon Kerner. Then, the Lions'
last gasp was snulfed out when junior

it pufaiiadorie oy g safoty Walter Taylor cracked PSU tail
| Please send me _ coples of OHIO Books @ $19.95 cach | reat of the Lions accounted for only 113 s uiy. nlter Taylor cracked wil-
| STATEFOOTBALL ... THEGREAT v, coio residenis add S78%) . |  Ctalyards = Bek Glagtan, FTEN S Wie DL Suones
| RADITION at $19.95 each. J eulde 9% = I Moanwhile, the 01‘311 olfonse was ine, r:uul:um; n fumble that waoas
-9 Shipping & Handling — | finding o way to slice through the recovered by Powell.

Name (82.50 first book, $.75 each sddTiona) muddy conditions, Mostly, it rode on the Taylor was another Buckeye defend.
| Address Total | considorablo shoulder pods of senior or who had a big day, accounting for 10
! Citv Enclose Check or Money Order payable to | tailback Raymont Harris, who seems to tacklos and a pair of intercaptions, his
sy Lexington Press I be gotting better with each passing third and fourth of the season.
I State 2ip. ) 1601 West Filth Ave., Suite 206D | wook. Alter the fumble, Penn State nover
| Columbus, Ohio 43212 » Tel: 614-481.0214 | Harris established a new caroer high  crossed the OSU 40.yard line the rest of
| A, with 151 yards rushing, markipg his . the game as the Buckeyes ﬁowpd up.the

Ask ]lrkludu!uguph ' remadd A ’ ! .
gy g Py ypyyemypepsd W1 CLH 111 or.the contuy.

L AT

O




Originally Published: Nov. 6, 1993

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Third-Quarter TD March Put Game On Ice

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

It has been well-documented that
Ohio State has scored on each of its
opening possessions this year,

But the opening possession of the
socond hall has been a different story.
Only once in the previous seven games
had the Buckoyes scored the first time
they had the ball in the second half.

That trend
definitely changed
for the better
against Penn
State and IG
ultimately led to
the team’s victory.
With a  wet w
snow continuing

to fall, the Ohio
Stadium field con-
ditions had gone
from slow to slip-
pery to muddy.
With the Buck-
eyes holding a 17-
6 halltime lead,
they decided to
take the second
half kickoff and
try some ball con-
trol offense.

*Walking ofl
the field at
halftime, we knew
that there was no
way we could run
outside,” said
head coach John
Cooper. “So we de-
ided that we would try and take the ball
in the second hall and try to establish
the running game.”

With senior tailback Raymont Harris
carrying most of the load and the Buck-
eyes' offensive line of Alan Kline, Dave
Monnot, Jack Thrush, Jason Winrow
and Korey Stringer blowing open mas-
sive holes in the Penn State defense,
the Buckoyes marched 68 yards in nine
plays.

The final play of the drive was a

textbook play on third down and three
at the Lions' four-yard line. With the
Buckeyes in a two tight end set, the
same formation they had used much of
the game, Cedric Saunders crossed to
his nght in motion.

With sealing blocks from Stringer
and DJ. Jones and finishing blocks
from Saunders and fullback JefTl
Cothran, senior tailback Butler By'not'e
sprinted into the end zone untouched. It
gave Ohio State a 17-point lead and
seemed to break the will of the Nittany
Lions, who seriously threatoned to score
only twice more in the game.

According to Saunders, the touch-
down play wna something he had been
waiting for all week,

“It was tight end motion to the right
sido and they have Butler following
me,” he said. “The guy I think I got was
number 97, Tyoka Jackson. He was sup-
posed to be their defensive line stud. All
week long the coaches were on me with
‘Can you handle this guy? He's their
stud and he's killed some tight ends in
the past.’

“But the way I come into every game
is that he has to play me, not the other
way around. So | came off the ball on
him and [ really was out to prove some-
thing.”

What Saunders proved to Jackson
was that the Ohio Stadium turf was not
anly wet, but hard as well as the Penn
State defensive tackle slipped down and
out of the play. Then, as Cothran took
care of Lions safetyman Clint Holes,
knocking him on his back, By'not'e ran
for the corner of the end zone.

“There was a tight end over there —
I think it might have been D.J. Jones —
and he had the lead block,” By'not'e ex-
plained. *Cedric had the block coming
ofl the tight end, then Jefl just basically
cleaned everything up. I just tried to got
the ball in o position to freeze the other
defenders, letting them know [ could
have gone inside or outside. Then, once
they were frozen, I just went to the out-
side and got in the corner of the end
zono.

“You have the option, depending on
where the defense goes. Sometimes a
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THE BUTLER DID IT AGAIN — Earning his
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nickname of “Quick

Six,” OSU tailback Butler By'not'e scored a third-quarter touch-
down that sealed the win over Penn State for the Buckeyes.

defense will read and when you get the
ball, they'll just fight out and run to the
ball. But Penn State was trying to read
the play and that gave me the time to
break it outside.”

According to Lions head coach Joe
Paterno, the touchdown was a back-
breaker for his team.

*To me, it would be,” Paterno told
reporters after the game. *We came out
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of the locker room fired up, but we go
from 17-6 to 24-6. But that’s the sign of
a good football team.

“T'hey made that kind of drive when
they had to agninst Michigan State.
They came out in the second half and
made a statement. That's when you
should be considered a good football
team and I eertainly consider Ohio
State to be a good football team.”
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Nittany Lions Powerless To Stop OSU Tailback On His Career Day

Too Much Harrls Too Much For Penn State
(&r

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sporis Dullotin Staff Writer

They came with a game plan to
thwart him and they knew when he was
coming, but Ponn State could not stop
tailback Raymont Harris, the Ohio
State “Quiet Storm™ who made a loud
impression in a Buckeye victory,

Harris dorted and dashed, hurdled
and bulldozed his way to a career-high
151 yards on a squishy field at Ohio
Stadium, marking the third straight
game in which he has rambled for more
than 100 yards. For his efforts, Harris
was named the Big Bear Buckeye of the
Week.

*l don't understand what was going
on with the field, but it wasn't like n
regular football field, to say the least,”
Harris said. “It was reminiscent of a pig
sty.”

But Harris looked mighty comfort-
nble in the slop and used an able herd of
hogs in front of him. He manned the
bulk of the running chores in OSU's two
touchdown drives of the first half. In
the second half, when Harris gained 99
yards on an increasingly ‘wet field, the
Lorain, Ohio, lumberer almost single-
handedly led the Buckeyes downfield
for another score.

“That's his kind of game,” said of-
fennive coordinator Joe Hollis. “He's a
tough inside runner, he keeps his
balance well, he's low to the ground and
he holds onto the football. You  might
classify him as a mudder. Then again,
there were a couple of runs that he
might have been able to take all the
way on dry turf.”

Harns, who was asked to handle a
careor-high 32 carries, gained many of
his yards on second and third efforts,
but he was quick to praise the men in
the trenches.

“In my eyes, we have the best of-
fensive line in the country,” he said.
“There are All-Big Tens and All-
Americans sprinkled throughout the
whole line. It makes my job so much
easior, | can't say enough about them.”

*3

PLAYING OFF A BLOCK — Ohio State tailback Raymont Harris
(34), shown getting a block from teammate Cedric Saunders,
rushed for a carcer-high 151 yards against Penn State.

Tight end Cedric Saunders, who con-
tributed mightily to the block party,
was glad to make a hero out of Harris.

“He's a quality guy. He fights hard
every run,” Saundeérs said. "*HeXtomple-
“mentshis blockers and everybody is ex-
cited about blocking for ?:im, When
Raymont's in there, you get that much
maore out of the offensive line.”

The 6-2, 225-pound senior ‘has al-
ways been considered a hard-nosed,
between-the-tackles runner, but he had
taken a back seat to former OSU backs
such ns Robert Smith and Carlos Snow
and current teammate Butler By'not'e
for most of his career. Now in his final
year and with Ohio State clinging to an
undefeated season and number three
national ranking, Harris is the man. He

has stepped up his output in every
league game and has not fumbled in
1993,

“I feel the way I've been playing and
perfarming - has been  the .same, but
overyone olse thinks I've taken it to an-
other level,” he said. “I take that as a
oumplimunt and I want to keep on tak-
ing 1t.”

THE THIRD quarter has, by fnr,
beon the least productive for the Buck-
oyes this season. Coming into the con-
test with Penn State, OSU had racked
up 72 points in the first period, 90 more
in the second, 65 in the fourth quarter
and a mere 35 in the third.

Much of the reason lies in the lack-
luster way the Buckeyes had been com-
ing out of the locker room after
halftime. In its first series of the second
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year.

thf this season, the offense had pro-
duced the fnl!nwm]; results: a three-and-
out against Rice, a two.play sequence
that ended with an interception against
Washington, a seven-play drive and in-
terception at Pitt, a three-and-out at [1-
linois, a five-play "drive and interception
against Michigan State and a 16-play,
98.yard drive nt Purdue that stalled on
the one-yard line on fourth down.

Heading into the Penn State tilt, the
Bucks had started the second half with
n score just once. That came at home
against Northwestern in week four
when Joey Galloway capped a six-play
drive with a nine-yard touchdown run
of @ roverse.

But the woeful trend came to an end
against the Lions, With a chance to got
control of the game, Ohio State seized it
with a solid display of smash-mouth
football. It was a statement that made
Hollis gleam with pride.

“Effortwise, it was unbeliovable,” he
safd. “Our kids were not going to be
donied.”

Harris and the Ohio State running
game were at their best in the opening
drive of the third quarter as Ohio State
churned out 68 yards in nine plays —
all runs. The result was a touchdown
that increased the lead to 24-6,

“Maybe the most important drive of
the day wnas the first one in the third
quarter when we kind of put the game
away,” quarterback Bob Hoying said.
“It's just a credit to.the offensive line,
We were gotting eight or 10 yards a
pop.”

“It's what we do best — just run the
ball inside the tackle box and take it
outside and stretch the defense,” of-
fensive guard Jason Winrow said. “That
was the momentum-builder right there.
We knew then we had them where wo
wanted them,”

THE BSUCCESSFUL second-half
start mirrored OSU's offensive ef-
ficlency at the start of every game this

In its first series, Ohio State's olTense
mounted an eight-play, 656.yard lmring
drive. It marked the omhth time in
eight games the Buckeyes had produced
m score in the first offensive urr

“We take pride in that,” Harris said.
“Fortunately we were nhh to do that
again and [ believe it set the tempo for
the rest of the game.”

Saunders said the team did not want
Penn State to put an ond to all the early
game succoss,

“At the beginning of the year when it
first started happening, we really didn’t
think too much of it. But alter other
tenms started realizing that our first
drive really puts us in the game and
puts us over the top, we've emphasized
it more now,” Saunders said,

Hollis said the opening drives have
given everyone invelved an important
start.

“We try to formulate a good plan to
give them a few things that we think we
need to see early, then also design some
good plays and passes into it. It's
warked out so far,” he said,

“We don't want to put so much em-
phasis on it that we're down if we don't
score, but we're extromely happy that
wa have.”

Head coach John Cooper told the
team captains to defer if they, won_the.
coin toss, which they did. The decision



paid off in the end since OSU took nd-
vantage of receiving the ball first in the
second half. But it allowed Penn State
to strike first on a field goal, handing
OSU ijts first deficit of the season. The
offense responded with another well-
authored scoring drive.

*That was the first time our offense
ever went on the fleld when we were
down, so ] think it was very important
for us to come in and keop our streak
alive,” Hoying said.

The fact that the firat 15 plays are
scripted and rehearsed on Thursdays
seoms to be a factor in the success. But
after that, Hoying is not sure why the
initial series has come ecasy for the
Buckeyes.

“T don’t know what it is,” he said.
“Wao start off the game with just a great
call and picked up 29 yards, You'rs al-
ways going to face adversity in a game,
but it seems like we never face it on
that firat drive.”

PREDICTABILITY HAS been n
naughty word for the offense in past
years, but against Penn State the Buck.
eyes proved that what you can do car-
ries beyond what the opponent knows,

“Alter we got through the first 15
plays on our script, it just basically
came down to two or three running
plays we were doing well and we went
with them,"” Hoying said.

By'not'e said the Buckeyes all but
announced the play before he scored his
third-quarter touchdown.

“They knew probably what the play
was going to be, but [ tried to trick
them by slowing down at the handofT to
Kot them to sit there,” By'not’e said.

Aler that play gave OSU the com-
manding 24-6 lead, there was no
mystery about what OSU was going to
do when with the ball.

“Weo were going to continue to run
and they knew exactly what was com-
ing,” said Alan Kline, the starting left
tackle and co-captain,

“During the third and fourth quarter,
they were in an ‘eagle stack’ — they
waro stacking eight guys — which you
don't see at all unless a team is really
running on you. From the sideline, the
field didn’t look bad, but when we were
out there, we were sinking in three in-
ches. It was hard to get our footing and
make any really good blocks, but we
managed to get it done. We were basi-
cally tald, ‘We're putting it on you guys,
it's your game,'”

Despite waking up to snowfall and
freezing cold, the OSU coaches decided
during a morning meeting to stay with
the script ns much as lhey could in the
early going,

Many of the plays were already
designed to move the ball on the
ground. Two tight end sets were the
norm.

“We really wanted to establish the
run and neutralize their front four be-
cause they're probably the best front
four in the Big Ten,” Winrow said. “We
wanted to keep the ball and keep our
defense off the fleld because Ponn State
has a great running back in Ki-Jana
Carter.”

Right tackle Korey Stringer con-
tinued his All:American caliber season
despite being faced with Penn State's
challenging front and a muddy playing
field. However, the 6.6, 310.pound soph.
omore was most impressed with the
work of the running backs,

*We did all right, but our backs can
do a lot on their own,” Stringer said.
“Raymont can make his own holes and
Butler just runs past you, When Eddie
(George) is in there, he's eapable of
doing both.”
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THE OFFENSE scems to be peak-
ing at the right time with three tough
games and a possible Rose Bowl berth
waiting., The group suffered just one
turnover — an interception by backup
quarterback Bret Powers — and com-
mitted minimal penalties.

Saunders, one of the offenss’s two co-
captains along with Kline, said the
pieces and team attitude are in place.

“Some people have to block, some
people run and some people catch the
ball, and everybody on the offense
knows their role and how to play it,” he
waid. “They're not trying to prny two

roles at once, That's real important
when you're talking about teamwork
and togetherness.”

By'not'e, another senior, also is
pleased but said the best is still ahead.

“We've done well, but I don't think
wo've reached our peak on offense,” he
said. “In a game like this, you want to
score some points every time you have
an opportunity and there were some
times we didn't do that, like when we
had the interception.”

OHIO STATE place-kicker Tim Wil-
linms drilled his only field goal attempt
of the day, n 22.yarder at the onset of

the second quarter that gave the Buck-
eyes a 10-6 lead. Williams now stands
at soven of eight on field goal attempts,
with his only miss coming the previous
woeok at Purdue from 54 yards away.

Amazingly, Williams' trey was the
first field goal against Penn State all
season.

Willinms also made all three of his
extra-point attempts to give him a per-
fect mark of 31 for 31 on one.pointers
this year. Earlier this season, he broke
the school record for consecutive PATs
and now has mado 78 straight extra
points.

Offensive Balance Keeps Bucks From
Being Forced To Play With “Left Hand’

By MARK REA
Bugkeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Two seasons ago, Ohio State tried to
return to its roots of smash-mouth foot-
ball and ended up gotting smashed in
the mouth.

Under offensive coordinator Elliot
Uzelac, the Buckoyes attompted to run
the ball down every opponent's throat.
That worked, but only up to a point.

05U won six of its first seven games
that season, running over opponents to
the tune of 1,787 to 597 rushing yards.
That amounted to a 255-yard average
on the ground per game for the Buck-
eyes and only 85 yards for the opposi-
tion.

But something happened at the mid-
way point of that season. Opponents be-
gan stacking the line of scrimmage
sguinst the Buckeyes, almost daring
them to throw the ball. But since Ohio
State had spent so much time on the
running game, they could not throw in
crucial situations,

As a result, the Buckeyes lost three
of the last five games of the 1991 season
and, in those three losses, averaged 109
rushing yards per ganme. Perhaps a stat
more telling would be the team's aver-
age per carry in those three games. As
lowa, Michigan and Syracuse stacked
the line against them, the Buckeyes
gained an average of anly 2.4 yards per
carry.

Uzelac departed following that sea-
son to be replaced by line coach Joe
Hollis, who immediately set about
achieving a better balance in the OSU
offensive attack.

In 1991, the Buckeyes ran almost
three running plays for every pass. Last
yoar, the ratio shrank to about 2 to 1
and remnins at about that point this
season, Again, teams have been trying
to line up eight or nine men on the line
and daring Ohie State to use its passing
game. But Hollis stands calmly on the
sideline and instructs OSU quarter-
backs Bobby Hoying and Bret Powers to
throw it if necessary.

“We're ju!l Lryln to give what the
defense gives us” i‘{cl'lis said. “We're
really not interested in how many run.
ning plays we run or how many passes
we call. Sure, we're looking to strike n
balance between the two. But if another
team wants to overload on one part of
the game, we're going to take advantage
of what they're giving away.”

OSU hend coach John Cooper has
made it clear that he wants no repeats
of the 1991 season. He often remarked
during that campaign that his team was
trying to play “left-handed,” or in other
words, not pluy:ng to ita strength.

*This yeur, we're try‘lng to eliminate

KEEPING THEM GUESSING — Ohio State has become a more

diverse offensive team this season, thanks to a strong running
game, an effective passing attack and outstanding blocking.

having a left hand at all,* Hollis said.
“You hear people say, 'Well, they made
us play left-handed, but if you don't
have a left hand, they can't make you
play left-handed.

“Wa have really worked hard on our
throwing game, we've really empha-
sized our running game and we feel like
we can do both well.”

The stats bear Hollis out. Through
oight gnmes, the Buckeyes were averng-
ing 213.9 yards rushing per game and
190.1 yards through the air. Those
numbers are up from last year's aver-
nges of 186.0 rushing and 163.5 passing
and are a much better balance than
1991's averages of 217.9 yards on the
ground but only 129.8 through the air,

According to Hollis, though, play

calling only scrutches the surface when
explaining the Buckeyes' balanced of-
fensive attack.

*I think you have to credit the
players,” the OSU offensive coordinator
said. “They're the ones who have to ex-
ecute the game plan, I think the most
encouraging thing about us offensively
is that every Sunday when we break
down the tapes, the effort is outstand-
ing.

“We have a bunch of young guys who
are on a mission this year. We have
goals sot and they want to achieve those
goals. I ean only spenk for eight ball
games so far, but they've been very
focused for eight ball games. We hope it
continues, and we have every reason to
believe it will.”
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Closeness Contmumg To Pay Off For Bucks

WINITER WONDERLAND — OSU tailback Raymont Harrm blows
through the snow and a huge hole between Penn State defend-
ers Derek Bochna (35) and Lee Rubin (39).
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to go through the downs to truly ap-
preciate the u{:a. Beliove me, wo are ap-
q_hnciuung what is happening now.

at's why 1 don't think we're ever
going to lose focus this year. We know
how far we've come and we don't want
to stop now.”

Looking back on that 1989 recruiting
clm, the Buckeyes brought in 23

ayers that year. Ten of them —
ﬂ.qymont Harris, Dave Monnot, Jack
Thrush, Tim Walton, Mark Williams,
Tim Williams and Jason Winrow, as
well as Kline, Nelson and Simmons —
are starters this year, while four other

layers — Alonzo Spellman, Steve

ovar, Roger Harper and Foster Paulk
~— are former starters for Ohio State,
the first three of whom are playing in
the NFL.

It might be easy for the upper-
classmen to apprecinte the hard work
that has paid off this senson. They can
remember all the way back to such dis-
appointments as the 42-3 whipping in
Southern California in 1989, the 1990
Liberty Bowl game and the 1991
Michigan game, an embarrassment
made complete with Desmond Howard's
Heisman pose in the end zone.

But those upperclassmen have somo-
how impressed enough of their work
ethic on their younger teammates to
make the Buckeyes a cohesive unit that
is able to shrug off a bad play by a
teammate and come right back with one
to back him up.

“This is my third year and we've
never been thia close before,” said junior
cornerback Marlon Kerner, *I've never
ever been on a team that was this close.
In the past there would be a couple of
playars close, but it wasn't eve ly,
#0 you got that mentality of ‘Can I trust
you? Now we don't have that. Everyone
trusts each other and takes care of each
other.

"l guess it is because overybody
stayed hore and worked out together in
the summer. You hear that a lot, but it
was a closeness and a togetherness that
we built this summer. Except for a few
players, everybody stayed here in the
summer and worked out hard. We got

that closeness. Even when we didn't
want to run, we pushed each other and
that builds closeness on your team.

“You know, on some teams it would
be just the black guys hanging around
and then the white players are in their
own group, But on this tonm it doesn't
matter — black, white, whatever you
are — we're going to hang tight. When-
ever you're at a party, you'll see a lot of
your tenmmates there. We are really a
close group and I think that's showing
through.”

That bond has showed through time
and time again this season and it was
on display again vs. Penn State. Here
are just three instances:

o In the first quarter, OSU place-
kicker Tim Williams had problems with
the slippery turf and kicked off out of
bounds twico, giving Penn State good
field position. The defensa came to the
rescue, limiting the Nittany Lions to
field goals on both possessions.

¢ In the third quarter, OSU line-
backer Craig Powell intercepted a pass
but then fumbled, setting up Penn State
with possession at the Ohio State 44-
yard line. Kerner later snuffed out that
drive when he blocked a fiold goal at.
tempt by the Lions.

» And late in the third period, after
punter Scott Terna got off his shortest
kick of the day and it was returned all
the way to the OSU 32, the defense
came up strong again when safoty
Walter Taylor caused PSU tailback
Stephen Pitts to fumble at the six-yard
line and it was recovered by Powell.

That has been the way it has been all
season for the Buckeyes. And now, with
n perfect record still intact just three
games away from the end of the regular
sonson, some players believe their team
is a runaway froight train that will not
be stopped.

“We want to go out there every down,
every play, every game, every practice
and prove we are the best,” said senior
offensive lineman Jason Winrow. “The
ond result is hearing that victory bell
ringing every Saturday afterncon. That
bell gets louder every week and the
sound just keeps getting sweeter and
sweeter to my ears.”
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Buckeyes Hold PSU’s Potent Offense Well Below Yardage Average

Nittany Lions Buried Under OSU Avalanche

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sports Bullotin Stafl Writer

The falling white snow on the Ohio
Stadium grass wasn't Penn State's big-
gest problem. No, the real snowstorm
that buried the Nittany Lions was the
Buckeyes' scarlot and gray defense.

OSU, continuing a roll that started
on a summery day with a resounding
win over Rice, braved inclement condi-
tions to complotely white-out the Nit-
tany Lions ofTensive attack.

When Penn State wanted to run,
there was a snowbank in the form of
linebackers Craig Powell and Lorenzo
Styles. When Penn State wanted to
pasa, there was the oncoming hail of
OSU's pass rush blinding Lions
quarterback  Kerry  Collins, who
struggled through a frigid 13 of 39 pass-
ing day, amassing just 122 yards while
throwing four interceptions.

*All we really wanted to do was go
out and play good defense because the
last fow ball games we haven't played
like we're capable of playing,” said
safety Walter Taylor, who finished with
two interceptions, a forced fumble and
10 stops. *We just wanted to go out and
establish ourselves as another good
defense in this league and in the coun-
try. That's what we did today.”

Penn State entered the game ranked
first in the league with 277.8 rushing
yards per game, but OSU snuffed out
the Lions' ground game, limiting them
to just 149 yards.

“Our main goal this week was to
limit them to 150 yards rushing, and we
did that,” said Powell, who had a
monster day with 11 stops, an intercop-
tion and a fumble recovery at the OSU
five-yard line that quashed a Penn
State drive.

Aftor PSU scored on its first two pos-
sessions, the Buckeyes made the neces-
sary adjustments, put on their snow-
shoes and put the clamps on the Nit-
tany Lions' offense the rest of the day.

“We got things taken care of and
they couldn't run the ball as much as
they wanted to after that first drive,”
defensive end Jason Simmons said. *We
forced them to do a lot more passing
than they hoped to, which we knew
would play into our hands.”

Although Dan Wilkinson wasn't a
force on the stat shoet, he was a force on
Penn State’'s backfield, getting good
pressure on Collins most of the day.

We're Going To Beat That Team Up North!
Come Be A Part of History O

Buckeye Boosters is sponsoring an
all-inclusive away-game trip package.

Trip Includes: =

* Deluxe Motor Coach = Complimentary Beverages & Snacks
+ Two Nights Hotel » Two Dinners * Two Breakfasts

» Game Ticketls *

$349

per person, double occupancy
For More Information, Call Carole Miller at (614) 895-5525 «

BIG DADDY WITH A BIG PLAY — It was his only credited tackle of the day, but Ohio State
defensive tackle “Big Daddy” Dan Wilkinson made it an important one, sacking Penn State quarter-
back Kerry Collins late in the first quarter. The entire OSU defense pestered Collins all day, inter-
cepting him four times and limiting him to just 13 completions in 39 attempts for 122 yards.,

“Penn State really relies on the rush,
but we stoned them there so they had to
pass the ball,” Wilkinson said. “It's not
their style to do that.”

The key to forcing Penn State into
throwing the ball was getting an early
lead. Once the Nittany Lions began
hoisting the ball skyward, OSU knew it
was in good shape, especially since
Ponin State entered the game ranked
10th in the league in passing.

*One of the things we wanted to do
was toke them out of their running
game and maoke them throw it," said
Simmons, “They want to be in position
to throw when they want to, not when
they have to. Today, they throw because
they had to and you see where it got
them.”

L ";a\/.-'-‘
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Transportation

PENN STATE showed a bit of
resolve after gotting down 24-6 early in
the third quarter when it took its first
drive and methodically marched down
the field.

The breaks even went the Lions' way
as Powell picked off a Collins pass but
fumbled while trying to return the ball.
PSU tailback Ki-Jana Carter pounced
on the loose ball, retaining possession
for PSU.

“I was bobbling it,” Powell said. *I
never really had it. They probably
should have called it incomplete. 1 was
just looking for somewhere to run.”

Running and passing, Penn State
moved the ball to the OSU 17, where it
was faced with third down and five. Col-
lins heaved a pass to Bobby Engram
and OSU's Marlon Kerner got there at
what appeared to be the same instant
as the ball, or even aflter, but was
flagged for pass interference. That gave
Penn State new life and a first down at
the OSU 11. -

But, as usual, the defense hunkerod
down, knocking Penn State back to the
13, where it set up for a field goal that
would have kept its frail hopes of win-
ning alive.

But Kerner, wanting redemption,
came around left end unblocked and
took one in the gut for the team.

*I was still mad because of the pass
interference, so I figured that field goal
was as good as blocked,” Kerner said. “1
Just laid out and it hit me in the
stomach.”

From that point on, Penn State ap-
peared deflatod.

“That was a tremendous series for us
because it would have put them back
within striking distance,” Young said.
*As it was, weo kept them far enough out
that it made things tough on them.”

Simmons, one of the defensive cap-
tains, understood the importance of
keeping Carter, Collins and crew offl the
scoreboard.
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“That was a huge play,” Simmons
said. “When something like that hap-
pons, it demoralizes a team. We had it
happen three years ago against Ilinocis
and it kind of took the wind out of our
sails.”

POWELL WASN'T the only Buck-
eye dofender to shine on this winterlike
day in October.

Taylor picked off two passes for the
second time this year and is now the
team leader with four. The Buckeyes
stole four Nittany Lions passes, with
cornerback Tim Walton also getting in
on the act.

While the Buckeyes' pass rush was
spotty, it was enough to disrupt the er-
ratic Collins and force him into poor
passes.

“It was a mix of everything — the
field, our rush and our coverage,” Young
sald. “It was o great job of coaching by
(secondary conch) Larry Coker and was
a great effort by the players. We were
expecting to have a good game todny
from evoryone.”

Taylor felt the interceptions were a
piece of cake considering the mayhem
his front-line cohorts were creating for
Collins.

“We didn't want Penn State to get
into second-and-short situations so we
wanted to get him into situations where
he'd have to drop back and throw it”
Taylor said. “Big Daddy, Luke (Fickell),
Jason and Randall (Brown) all got up in
his face and eaused havee in there,
which led to our interceptions.”

And about those interceptions?
“The first one, the receiver tried to do

a post corner and go, and 1 was looking “At first, it was weird when we came

at the quarterback,” Taylor explained. St Carter said. "Bvarvins was hoolr
‘W'l"-'-". lwayg, tayght tq_‘tglqy,,;l'qﬂbo'l%', “u. Bt onco [ wiiw pl?}ﬁng.- thore mﬁ
and vead the quarterback’s eyes, so X 7
: . : Y really no big difference. I really didn't
did l]:!nt. ! Iwﬂ" JIERE ‘:Mh"ﬁ !'ortilt Y0 think about the crowd. I was just think-
come down. [t was up there afons Bme: ., ing about seeing what I had to do right.”

I'd way he threw it too early, but Carter did plenty right for the Nit-
when you have a man like number 72 tany Lions, accounting for a team-high
S:':_l_';’ﬁ;":;d’:afz“i 0’;“1?; you have to 129 ;]:.rd.l:n 24 carrien. In fnct.;‘ounl-

a1 A% ing his three pass receptions for 35

FANS STORMING the field after yards, Carter was worth nearly 60 per.
the win forcod the Buckeyes to hurry cent of his team's total offense on the
into the locker room. But in the briel pe-  day and earned praise from soveral of
riod they were out there, it was enjoy- the Ohio State defonders who tried to
able. stop him.

“That was a great feeling,” Taylor “Ki-Jana ran real hard today,” said
said. *The atmosphere was just like OSU defensive end Jason Simmons. “He
when we played \'«l:uhingtnn‘ I've never never gave up. He's a tremendous run-

n in a sitvation like that. It was ning back and probably would have had
great, everyone was out there pumped, a bigger doy if it was a dry field.”
talking nbout Rose Bowls, smelling it. OSU defensive tackle “Big Daddy”
We were just out there having a good Dan Wilkinson, who usually gives op-
time with the fans.” ents  credit  sparingly and

Those fans, who tried to tear down grudgingly, admitted that Carter
the goal posts but only bent one at the played an excellent game,
fiold's north end, got far enough out of “He did well today,” Wilkinson said.
hand that Mace had to be used to sim- “He's a botter back than I thought. He's
mer things down, got a lot more experience to got, but he's

Three police officers were hurt when pretty good.”
fans connected with punches and beer The plaudits and individual perform-
bottles, and one person was charged ance aside — Carter became the first
with assaulting an officer. opposing runner this year to go over 100

But most of the fans were mindful of yards against the Buckeyes — Carter
the situation and just took in the mo. Wwns unhappy with his tenm's showing.
ment and magnitude of the Buckeyos “It's veory disappointing,” he said.
being undefented, ranked number three “We wanted to come in here and hope-
and sitting solo atop the Big Ten perch.  fully get a win so we could be back in

And was that smell emanating from the Big Ten race. But we were un-
the Ohio Stadium field the aromn of successful.
roses? “I tried to play my hardest. | think

“All I could smell was liquor coming  the rest of the team did, too, but we just
from the fans,” Wilkinson said, “so | came up short. We made a lot of mis-
know they were having a good time.” takes, but nothing we can't correct.”

WHILE THE fans were having o Carter moved his season total to 869
good time chanting “Rose Bowl, Rose yards on the season and closed in on n
Bowl” the players know it's still o tad 1,000-yard season. If he accomplishes
early to let their thinking drift that feat, he will be the first Penn State
westward. rusher to have a 1,000-yard season
- After. Wisconsio. npended Michigan. . sinca Blaie Thomase did-it-in 1080, -He
and Indiana toppled Michigan State, would nlso join some elite company with

the Buckeyes' next two games become
the biggest.

“It's too early to be talking Rose Bowl]
because we've got a super tough op-
ponent next week and it's in one of the
most difficult places in the country to
play,” Simmons said. *Wisconsin’s play-
ing great and it might be a bigger chal-
lenge than today's game was.”

And while Wilkinson admits his
mind, in lnzy moments, drifts to
Pasadenn, he doesn’t let it pervade his
thought processes.

“We're nlwnys going to think about
it,” he said. *It's really too soon to focus

By MARK REA
Buekoye Sports Dulletin Editor

Kenneth Leonard Carter likely had
childhood dreams of rushing for over
100 yards in a Big Ton game in front of
more than 95,000 fans in Ohio Stadium.

He probably would never admit to it
now, but those dreams probably had
him performing that feat in an Ohio
State uniform.

Maybe that's why the Westerville
(Ohio) South product who grow up in
the shadow of Ohio Stadium and is
known more witlely by his nickname of
Ki-Jana described his firat time in the
Horseshoe ns o member of the Penn
State toam as “weird.”

in on that, though. We have three big
games loft in the regular sonson.”

The win over Penn State, while
maybe not sealing up a Rose Bowl
berth, may give the Buckeyes a bit more
respect in national circles.

Most of the talk has centered around
Florida State and Notre Dame vying for
the national championship, and Ala-
bama and even Miami have been men-
tioned ns having an outside shot at the
crown. But the Buckeyes are often
glossed aver.

*The natienal ronkings are nice,”
Young said. “We just want to win.

To Cnr OhiO_

Everything will fall into place if we do
our job. Right now, there's too many
things to worry about besides our rank-
ing.”

And while any team wants respect, if
Inck thereof fires the Buckeyes up, then
keep talking them down. They've
responded in big situations and feel
they will again.

“One thing you ean say about this
team is that we thrive under pressure,”
Simmons said. *We've been put under
pressure to perform and we have. We've
risen to the occasion every week and
we're going to continue doing that.”

Penn State TB Carter Does About All
He CanDo In Retm

Foge L

LOOKING FOR RUNNING ROOM — Penn State running back
Ki-Jana Carter (32) looks for a way to escape from the grasp of
Ohio State linebacker Mark Williams (51).

Lydell Mitehell, John Cappellotti,
Lenny Moore, Curt Warner, D.J. Dozier
and Thomas as the only Nittany Lions
ever to rush for 1,000 or more yards in a
single season.

"I'm not thinking about stufl like
that right now,” Carter said. *I'm only
interested in how the team is doing
right now. | want to do what I can to get
us back on track. There are still four
games left in our senson and we still
hl;:ll o chance to have a pretty good fin-
ish.”

Last soason, Penn State started
quickly with five straight wins, then
struggled home with a 7-5 record. This
yoar, the Lions again started with five
straight wins but now have lost two in a
row. However, Carter swoars a repeat of
Inst season will not occur,

*We still want to come in second in
the Big Ten and go to the Citrus Bowl,
wherever it is," he said. “We still want
to go out on a winning note. We don't
want to go out losing the rest of our
games, so we'll come back.”
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The Numbers Game

Buckeyes 24, N;ttany Lions 6

OSU Season Statistics

PENN STATE 0 0 0 6
OHIO STATE ? 10 7 0 24

PSU — Fayak, 29 field goal 12:54

0OSU — Raymont Harris, 4 run (T.Williams kick) 10:03

PSU — Fayak, 49 field goal 7:39

0OSU — T.Williams, 22 field goal 14:66

0SU — Galloway, 25 pass from Powers (T Williams kick) 11:19

0OSU — By'not'e, 4 run (T.Williams kick) 10:17

Att, — 95,060

PSU 0OSU

First Downs 18 22
Rushing 8 16
Passing 8 6
Penalty 2 0
Rushes-Yards 32-149 57-224
Passing Yards 122 156
Passes 19-13-4 19-8-1
Plays 71 76
Total Net Yards 271 380
Third Down Efficiency 5-14 10-17
Punts 4-31.0 7-36.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Penalties 4-30 5-46
Time Of Possession 21:54 348:06

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Not Yds.) — PSU: Carter 24-123; Archie 3-20; Pitts 3-11; Witman 1.2;
K.Callins 14-7), OSU: Raymont Harris 32-151; By'not'e 1542; Georgo 8-22; B.Hoying 1-7;
Powors 1.2,

PASSING (Att.-Comp.-Int.-Yds.-TD)
114.0-107-0; Powors 8-4-1-49.1.

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds,) — PSU: Brady 4-36; Carter 3-35; Pitts 2-14; Engram 1-15;
LaBarca 1:10; O'Noal 1-8; Archio 1-4. O5U: Galloway 3-45; Sandors 2.56; Cothran 1.20;
Jonos 1.22; Saunders 14.

- PSU: K.Collins 39-13-4-122-0. OSU: B.Hoying

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Lg.) — PSU: Muscillo 4-31.0-41. O5U: Terna 7-36.0-53,
PUNT RETURNS (No.-Avg.-Lg.) — PSU: Engram 6-13.0.22, 05U: Galloway 1-10.0-10;
Taylor 1.4.04.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Avg.-Lg.) — PSU: Hammonds 2-19.0-19; Witman 1.5.0-5.
0SU: By'not'e 2-27.5-30,

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — PSU: Carter. O5U: Powell.

INTERCEPTIONS — PSU: Pittman. O5U: Taylor (2), anull Walton.

SACKS — P5U: None, O5U: Wilkinson.

TACKLES FOR LOSS — PSU: Bochna, Ravotti, Perry, Stewart, Forbes, Jackson, Bren-
nan, Team. OSU: Styles, Simmons, R.Brown, Wilkinson,

TACKLES — PSU: Bochna 8-6-14; Monaghan 6.6-12; Gelzhelser 7-4-11; Bonfatti 3-7-
10; Ravotti 2.4.6; P.Yeboah-Kodie 3.2.5; Perry 3.2.5; Holmberg 2.3.5; Stowart 3:1-4;
Pittman 1.3.4; Forbes 2-1.3; Jacksan 1.2.3; Miller 0.3.-3; Rubin 2.0.2; Brennan 1.1-2; Tate
1-:1.2; Clair 1-1-2; Holes 0.2.2; Smith 0-2-2; Atkins 1.0-1; Herring 1.0-1; Engram 1.0-1;
King 1-0-1; Team 1-0-1; J.Collins 0-1-1; Hammonds 0-1-1. 05U: Powell 5-6-11; Taylor 8-2-
10; Styles 6-2-8; Walton 7-0-7; M.Williams 3-3-6; Simmans 3-1-4; Fickell 1-9-4; Finkes 0-4-
4; R.Brown 2.1.3; Maag 1-2.3; R Miller 1-1.2; Kernor 1-1.2; Saundors 1.1.2; Nelson 0.2-2;
J.Gwinn 0.2-2; A.Gwinn 1-0-1; Rodriguez 1-0-1; Wilkinson 1-0-1; Galloway 1-0-1; R.Kelly
0.1-1; Louis 0.1.1.

Players In The Game

FPENN STATE — Jackson, I'cr?: Clair, Stewart, Benfatti, Ravotti, Gelzholser, Bron-
nan, Monaghan, W.8mith, P.Yeboah-Kodie, Holmborg, Hammonds, Tate, Rubin, Bochna,
Holes, Forbes, Pitiman, Engram, P.Collins, Pickett, A Johnson, Malinoski, Greeley, Hart-
ings, Rivera, Harvey, Brady, Olsemmer, K.Collins, O'Neal, Milne, Witman, Carter, Archis,
Pitts, LaBarca, Scatt, Williama, Fayak, Conway, Muscillo, Atkins, B.Miller, King, Dingle,
Canlin, Pantall, Marczyk, J.Collins, Herring.

OHIO STATE — Galloway, Tillman, Carter, Kline, Winrow, Porter, Thrush, Monnot,
R Smith, Stringor, Wargo, Saundors, Jones, B.Hoying, Powers, Cothran, Houston,
Raymont Horris, By'not’e, George, Sanders, Glenn, R.Brown, J.Gwinn, Wilkinson, Boc-
kman, Fickell, Finkes, Simmons, Vrabel, M.Willlams, Styles, Powell, RMiller, Walton,
Paul, Nelsan, A.Gwinn, Taylor, Kerner, Terna, T.Willlams, Ost, Borchors, Dully, Houser,
Calhoun, Wilkersan, Rodriguez, Louis, Patillo, Maag, Howard, R.Kolly,
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RUSHING ATT GAIN LOST NET AVG TD LG orr 05U
Raymont Harrls 167 801 18 781 47 8 19 FIRST DOWNS 130 I1n
Butler By not’s 6 158 3 50 4 Rushing 42 107
Eddie George 42 38 15 23 53 3 » Pasaing LT
Jedl Cothan 15 161 3 16 45 1 20 Penalty 12 6
Travis McQuire 35 161 11150 43 1 15 AYGPER GAMEJRUSH 920 1139
Joey Galloway 6 42 3 ¥ 62 2 M AVGPERGAMETPASS 1958 1901
Cheis Sanders 2 s 0 35 115 0 28 AVGPER PLAY/PASS 59 A7
Bret Powers ] a3 7 28 35 0 9 TOTALOFFENSE 1302 AN
Keith Wilkerson 1 24 0 24 40 1 M Total Plays MY s66
Matt Calhoun 5 25 1 24 483 1 12 Average Per Game 2578 4040
William Houston 1 0 0o o0 0 0 0 Average Per Play 42 57
Terry Glean 1 0 T 0 - PENALTIES-YARDS J2KT 44380
Bobly n 43 112 9 - 013 Offense 18-137 19-143
OSU Totals o s 217N 44 21 8 Defenss 12:115 14111
OPP Totals m s M9 736 7 2 W Special Teams 435 11-115
FUMBLES-LOST 159 129
PASSING ATT COMP INT YDS PCT TD LG 3d DOWN EFFICIENCY  44.128 52-100
Dobby Hoying 132 n S 106) S8 7 45 Peiceniage 34 508
Bret Powers 43 i 2 4% 628 5 64 A DOWN EFFICIENCY 319 43
OSU Totals 175 U 71520 360 17 o4 Percentage A1 800
OPP Totals 266 139 15 1566 311 9 60 SACKSBY 1297 17021
TIME OF POSSESSION  223:23 25637
Sacks: Bobly Hoying 1193, Drct Powery 1-4 Aveaage Per Game 2755 3108
RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG TR LG SCORING T EFK I'.T'I' EMFR  FG TS
logy Galloway L] 615 198 9 64 Jooy Calloway 11 66
Cadric Saunders 1 114 104 0 29  Tim Willlams - M- Jl - '.'-! 12
Bustes Tillman 10 138 134 0 19 Raymont Haris 8 . - - 48
Jell Cothean 1] 137 1A I 36 ButderBynoe 3§ . 3o
Terry Glenn 7 146 <209 0 45 Eddie 3 18
Chris Sanders 7 136 194 0 32 Joff Corhran 2 . - 1
DeWayne Canter -] M 18 0 21 Josh Jackson - b 2 n
Dimdwious Stanley 4 61 153 1 23 Scoring One TD: Dimitious Sunley, Erc Moss,
Raymont Harris 4 41 103 0 14 Maut Calhoun, Terry Glenn, Travis McGuire,
D. J. Jones 3 ” 123 0 Keith Wilkerson, Mail Finkes, Marlon Kemer
Hutler By'note b 2 1.0 0 7 OSUTwals 7 337 - 900 286
Mau Calhoun 1 13 130 0 13 OPPF Toals 1 90 )2 - 1208 1
Eric Mots 1 9 9.0 19
Robbis Davis 1 7 10 0 7 FUNTING NO YDS AVG TD 120 DK LG
Willism Houston 1 6 60 0 6 ScouTema 36 1307 33 1 6 0 38
O5U Towals 8 1321 153 12 64 Tim Williams | 44 4D g 1 b«
OFF Totals 139 1366 112 9 &0 OSUTwals J7 1381 383 2 7 0 M
OPPTowals 45 1712 183 } n 1 59
FGDISTANCE  0.29 30-3 4049 50+ TOTAL
Tim Willlams LEL T 12 7-4  PUNT RETURNS NO YARDS AYG TD LG
Josh Jackson TS G | . . 22 Joey Galloway 15 B6 57 02
OSU Tetals 4 44 12 §10  Keih Wilkerson 3 o o 7
QPP Toials &9 24 2.2 04 1218  Waher Taylor 2 3 15 0 4
Tito Paul 1 1w 0 1
FIELD GOAL DISTANCE (910, 900} OSU Tedaly 2 00 48 o0 N
Tim Williams (7-8, §75) RICE 27+, 39+; OFF Totals 1 46 44 0 12

NOR 39+, 200 ILL 32+, 39+; PUR 54-; PSU 224;
Josh Jackson (2-2, 1.000) NOR 32+; PUR 20+

Defensive Statistics

DEFENSE S0LO  AST TOT TAC-LOSSES QB-SACK FrU  ¥C FR TDS DK
Lorenzo Styles 5 n 75 4-5 - 3 - 1 . -
Cralg Powell N o L01] 5-26 Y16 2 2 | .

Randall Brown ] 13 w 640 .20 3 1 | .

Tim Walion 6 12 i5 7 - ] . . .

Walier Taylor 2w % . . SR U -
Chico Nelson 16 19 3 I-2 - . - i -

Mark Willlams 2 14 15 ] - 2 | . . -
Jason Simmony an 12 n Boad 4:M . 1 ] s

Luke Fickell 15 14 il 317 110 2 i .

Alex Rodrigues 17 9 26 17 - | . .

Dan Wilkinson i 12 26 7 2-18 I - . -
Marlon Kerer 17 ] 23 - - 2 - 1 1rG)
Ryan Miller 9 8 17 3-I¢ . - r | . .
Tim Patitlo 10 6 16 . - .
Jayson Gwinn [ B 4 | '.! 1-7 . | -
Maa Finkes 6 1 13 12 -8 | . 1 -
Anthony Gwinn ] 4 12 - - . 1 -
Creg Bellizad 9 2 n - - . - .
Dennis Maag 7 3 10 . .
Ty Howard 7 2 9 . .
Tito Paul 6 3 9 . . . 1 Wrn
Mike Vrabel ] i 9 28 28 . I .
Rob Kelly 4 5 '] d g - i

Preston Harrison ] ] [ . 1 - -

Pete Beckman 2 3 5 1-2 - .

Jason Louls 2 3 5 1-1 - -

Obde Stllwell 4 0 4 . - -

Rick Huntzinges 0 3 i . .

Joey Galloway - | 0 2 . -

Codric Saunders 1 1 2 - - -

“Team™ ] 0 i 38

Solo Tackle: Dimitrious Sunley, Drisn Swughton,

Tommy Swokes, Keith Wilkerson, Alan Kline, Jell Cothran

Astist Tackle: Robort Guiliand, 1, . Jones, Chels Sandcn
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SB Quotebook: Ohio State 24,

Ohio State head coach John Cooper's assessment
of the game: "I'm very pleased about this victory
and I'm very happy for our players and our football
program. They have worked hard together to
achieve everything they have achieved so far and it
just pleases me and the entire coaching staff to see
what they've accomplished."

Penn State head coach Joe Paterno’s assessment
of the game: "I thought Ohio State played a great
football game. A lot of things we would have liked
to do with our quickness, we weren’t able to do be-
cause of the field conditions. But if you're a good
football team, you adjust. Ohio State did and
deserved to win the game."

05U senior of fensive lineman Jason Winrow des-

Penn State quarterback Kerry Collins on his
team’s fumble near the end of the third quarter deep
in O5U territory: "The fumble was big, very big. But
it was just one of several mistakes we made. We
hurt ourselves with those kind of things. You aren’t
going to win big games doing stupid things like we
did today."

Penn State sophomore offensive guard Jeff Hart-
ings on whether another open week for the Lions
led to so many mistakes: "T don’t know. Looking
back, mistakes cost us in the Michigan game and we
had an off-week before that. Then mistakes cost us
again today. So maybe it's not so good to have an
off-week before a big game."

OSU sophomore offensive tackle Korey Stringer
on the continued excellent play of the team’s of-
fensive line: "T think it was our best game of the
year, We handled Purdue last week, but Purdue and

cribing the muddy playing conditions during the Akl
Jason Winrow

game: "It was sloppy. If I had my choice, I'd like a
nice 65-degree day and dry conditions. But, you

know, bring the mud, bring rain, snow ... Nothing is
going to stop us from winning."

05U sophomore quarterback Bobby Hoying on
the same subject: "It wasn’t too bad in the first half,
but the second half, it just seemed like you'd get a
handful of mud coming up with the snap and that
makes it difficult to throw. But we were able to run
the ball consistently today and that was the key to
the ball game."

OSU senior tight end Cedric Saunders, a Florida
native, on whether he has gotten used to snow: "Not
at all. When 1 got up this morning and looked out, I
wasn’t that excited. I knew it was going to be freez-
ing today. This was my first time playing in snow
and [ really thought it was going to be bad. But after
I got out there and warmed up, I started having fun,
Ireally enjoyed it."

OSU senior tailback Raymont Harris, nicknamed
Quiet Storm, on the unusual late-October weather
conditions: "I couldn’t believe it. I was like, “This is
October? Then when I stepped outside, it was cold
and it was kind of a sleety-type feeling and I said to
mysell, “Wow, this is stormy weather. Weather for
the Storm.” "

05U offensive coordinator Joe Hollis on the suc-
cess of the team'’s scripted plays, resulting in anoth-
er first-possession touchdown: "It's worked for us,
50 we're sticking with it. But we don’t talk about it
that much. We have always felt that the best calls
come during the week. We're just trying to for-
mulate the best plan we know how."

Paterno on why opposing teams seemingly can’t
stop Ohio State’s first drive of the game: "It's not
like you know what's coming. I mean, they don't
send you the scripl. They have a good plan going in,
they execute well and they’re an excellent football
team, What else s there?"

Penn State sophomore tailback Ki-Jana Carter on
Ohio State: "I would say them and Florida State are
probably the best teams in the country by now.
They have no weak spols. The defense is solid, the
offense is very powerful, the kicking game is real
good. They're just a good team. That's really the
only thing I can say."

Winrow on when he thought the Buckeyes finally
had Penn State put away: "When the game was over.
You just can’t lose your focus. You still have to get
first downs, you still have to get touchdowns, I'll
tell you what: The guy who played over me, Lou
Benfatti, came every snap. He's from New Jersey
and I'm from New Jersey and there might have been
a little instate rivalry there. But their whole team
kept coming. They didn’t quit."

Penn State are a different caliber of defense. This
was a big confidence boost for us."

OSU senior offensive lineman Alan Kline on
whether the Buckeyes are getting respect this sea-
son: "I think we are. 1 know that some of our
coaches have talked to coaches in California and
we're getting respect out there, So 1 think it's start-
ing to spread nationwide. And if not, who cares? If
we keep winning, I'm sure people will take notice."

05U senior defensive end Jason Simmons on the
same subject: "I was watching ESPN this morning
and I think it was Craig James who said that Penn
State was going to win the battle of the trenches.
Now, I don’t know if ESPN has something against
us, but they’ve been saying that Penn State was
going to beat our butts all year long and it’s nice to
finally shut those guys up.”

OSU junior safety Marlon Kerner on the fans
who stormed the field to celebrate the victory: "It
felt great. The fans around here are going crazy and
we don’t want to let them down. We knew we had a
good team last year. We just had a couple of
shortcomings. We corrected that this year and you'll
sce this kind of thing again.”

Hoying on the same subject: "It was an unbeliev-
able feeling. You know, growing up in Ohio and
loving Ohio State for as long as I have, and getting a
chance to be out there and beating Penn State and
having one of the biggest wins in a long time at
Ohio State, it was just incredible. We have to take
this and build on it."

Paterno’s response when asked by a reporter
what it would take to knock off Ohio State; "I don’t
know, They have a tremendous.defense and a great
offense with great backs. They’re solid all the way
around. To beat them, I don’t know what you have
to do. Obviously, we don’t know.”

Hollis on the resurgence of fan enthusiasm for
the Buckeyes this season: "I've been here three years
and I've seen the whole circle. I've had people cuss
at me and throw stuff at me and now I've had
people storm the field and pat you on the back. As a
coach, you try to take that all in stride and try not to
take anything to heart either way."

Cooper’s final thoughts on the victory: "This was
a tremendous victory for our players and our pro-
gram. We are very happy to have beaten a very, very
tough Penn State team today. But we still have to
come back next week and play another tough op-
ponent in Wisconsin. We've been saying this all
along and it's still true: We have to keep working
hard. We're close to where we want to be, s0 we
can’t let up now."




First, Luke and Laura return to Gen-
eral Hoapital, then the Buckeyes bash
Penn State. How much more bliss can
one guy take in a week?

The most blissful thing about the
win was OSU taking the game and
stuffing it to the snobbish Eastern
elitists. For years, we've heard how
tough it is to play Eastern football, how
the Lambert Trophy was the be-all and
end-all of Eastern teams’ sensons and so
on and so forth,

Well I've got news for you Seaboar-
ders: the Midwest has some pretty good
football, too. It must be n shock to the
systam to find the Big Ton wataers so
difficult to navigate. You'll get no
sympathy from this corner, though, be-
cause it's been a long time coming.

Maybe it was the sportswriters who
said it, but whoever it was that said the
Nittany Lions would run roughshod
over the Big Ten now has to swallow a
big dose of Ipecac. Tasty, min't {t?

When the game was in danger of
turning Penn State's way, the Buckeye
defense, ns it has so many times, be-
came the keystone for victory. Big play
after big play after big play.

And you wanna know something?
There's more where that came from
with games agninst Wisconsin, which
was taken off life support with a win
over Michigan; Indiana, which a certain
scribe thinks is doing it with mirrors;
and those boys in maize and blue.
Wouldn't it be nice to put the eapper on
n possible 56 smeason for the Wol-
vorines?

Ench game from here on will have
pressure, but that's the way these Buck-
eyes like it. The hotter the kitchen, the
more cooking gets done.

“We love games like this and having
pressure on our shoulders each weel,”
one Big and Muddy Daddy was heard to
exclaim after sending the Lions home
with tails tucked botween four legs. “All
senson long this team has risen to the
pressure and we oren't going to stop
now.”

That means more people nationwide
will be jumping on the Buckeye band-
wagon. But don't worry, there's room for
overyone. Just don't ask to be dropped
ofT if the vehicle stutters a little bit be-
cause it's a seasonlong ride headed
West, And | don’t mean San Diego.

HERE'S ONE that might get up the
dander of some of the OSU fans not to-
tally sold on John Cooper. College & Pro
Football Newsweekly came out with a
list of the top 25 conches in college foot-
ball compiled by the nation's best-
named sportswriter, Kelso Sturgeon.

Sturgeon goes fishing through the
colleginte waters to find the top dogs at
leading their teams and, lo and behold,
who shows up at number five but one
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PSU Gets Its Comeuppance From Buckeyes

Mike Wachsman

The Facts Man

John Cooper. How d'ya like that?

The top five in order are Louiaville’s
Howard Schnellenberger, Virginin's
George Welsh, Arkansas' Danny Ford,
Penn State’s Joe Paterno and Coaper.

Other notables include Notre Damae's
Lou Holtz at number 10, Memphis
State’s Chuck Stobart ant 11, Wisconsin's
Barry Alvarez at 15, Florida State's
Bobby Bowden at 16, Minmi's Dennis
Erickson at 19 and Indiana’s Bill Mal-
lory at 20,

With Cooper, the accompanying
notes read, *“He brings an unusual un.
derstanding of the offensive and
defensive balance it takes to win. His
teams are nlways prepared to play and,
when you beat them, you know you've
been in a real battle.”

It cortainly seems to be the case this
year, but some OSU faithful would
maintain it's too long coming.

About the first four: Schnellenberger
isn't a bad pick, but first? True, he did
take n moribund Miami program to the
national title and established the foun-
dation the Hurricanes have now, as well
ns taking Louisville to a fow good sea-
sons. But I don't know if I'd put him
first.

Walsh is one of America’s most over.
looked coaches, but he has the Cavaliers
contending and in a bowl game year
after yonr alter year. He, too, took over
a nearly non-existent program and
shaped it into one of the nation's
stoadiest winners,

Danny Ford's a cheater, so I'm not
rating him anywhere. Put him at the
bottom of the list with Jackie Sherrill
and hiailk.

Paterno obviously is a coaching
legend who still is able to get his team
up a couple of times per year. But I
have a feeling his theories are becoming
n little outdated. He sure can recruit,
though.

I'd rate Bowden first, Erickson sec-
ond, Welsh third, Florida’s Steve Spur-
rier fourth and UCLA's Terry Donahue
fifth. I know the Bruins have been down
n bit the last fow years, but they seom
to be back and better than ever.

I ALWAYS knew coaches didn't take
voting in the polls seriously, but this is
ridiculous,

In one of the recont USA Today/CNN
polls, Ohio University, holder of the
longest winning strenk in the MAC — a
whopping three games — received n
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vote. If this coach had a vote in the
baseball Hall of Fame proceedings, he'd
probably vote for Dave Kingman and
Mickey Rivers,

Even OU conch Tom Lichtenberg
was bowildered, and when he was told
by a poll representative that it was just
another coach's way of telling Lichten-
berg he's doing n good job, Lichtenberg
replied, “I told him, Next time, tell him
to send me a telegram.'*

I SAID last week Florida State eould
mail it in ngainst Wake Forest, and the
Seminoles came through again, strug-
gling to & 54-0 win.

With Arizona losing to UCLA, an un-
beaten Rose Bowl is no longer possible.

If the Buckeyes do indeed make it,
they'll likely play the resurgent Bruins.
But first they have to get by those
pesky Badgers, never an easy task.

Here is this week's top 10 with up-
coming opponents. Welcome back,
Mountaineers:

1. Floridn State (8-0).........at Maryland

2, Notre Dame (9-0). PR ' | '
3. Ohio State (8.0),,, at Wisconsin
4. Nebraska (8-0). .at Kansas
5. Tennessee (6-1-1) . Louisville
6. Alabama (7.0-1)... o LE

7. Miami (Fla.) (6-1) ........ at lﬁt.l:;burgh
8. Texas A&M (7-1).
9. Auburn (8.0)

10. West Virginia (7-0)

ew Mexico State

TEN YEARS AGO — 19823

Led by quarterback Mike Tomezak,
tailback Keith Byars and a resurgent
defense, the Buckeyes abruptly ended n
two-game losing streak to Wisconsin
with a 45.27 win.

Former conch Woody Hayes dotted
the “i" in Seript Ohio during halltime,
marking the fifth time that a non-band
member had handled the dotting
chores.

The others were former OSU presi-
dent Novice G. Fawcett and his wife in
1971, band music arranger Richard
Heine in 1974, Bob Hope in 1978 and
former band director Jack Evans and
his wife in 1979,

FIVE YEARS AGO — 1088

Ohio State made four costly turn-
overs in the second half while losing a
2010 decision to Michigan State in
Enst Lansing. The less dropped the
Buckeyes to 1-4 in the Big Ten.

Elsewhere, the word out of Min.
neapolis was that former OSU athletic
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director Rick Bay would become the
next AD at the University of Minnesota,
which would be Bay's fourth job in a
yenr.

ONE YEAR AGO — 1902

Ohio State seemed to be putting on a
late-season surge, rolling over Towa 38-
15 in lowa City to sit in a three-way tie
for second place in the conference along-
side Indiana and Michigan State and
two games behind front-running
Michigan.

In basketball news, the Lady Buck-
eyes showed ofl a new attitude on media
day despite their 9.9 Big Ten record the
year before.

I do feel we can contend for the Big
Ten championship this year,” said

senior guard Averrill Roberts. *I don't
feel there's any pressure on us. I feel
like we're due, we're due to do some-
thing. I don't know oxactly what it is.
Hopefully it's good. I feel like this is the
year for us.”
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You seem to hear it every week, but
it seems to hold more truth every week.
The Ohio State football team needs to
take them one game at a time, Now that
Penn State has been taken (quite con-
vincingly) one game at a time, the
Bucks must prepare to take upstart
Wisconsin, one game at a time.

The results of Big Ten games of Oct.
30 wnlso seem to reinforce the often
repeated warning that Ohio State's
final four-week stretch would be a
grueling one. Upcoming foes Wisconsin
and Indiana are OSU's main roadblocks
between here and the Rose Bowl. And
anyone who thinks Michigan will be a
pushover in the season finale is proba-
bly mistaken, particularly if the Wol-
verines are trying to salvage something
from a disappointing season.

The Badgers may have done Ohio
State a favor by defeating Michigan.
This way, the Buckeyes know Wisconsin
is for real. If Michigan had gone up to
Madison and thrashed the Badgers, the
Buckeyes, coming off of their big win
against Penn State, might have been
ripe for that dangerous combination of a
letdown and underestimating Wiscon-
sin.

After watching this Buckeye squad
for eight games now and after listening
to them for eight games, I don't think
these guys are the type to under-
estimate or not properly prepare for
nnyone, On the other hand, they seem
to respond well to big challenges and
big games. This Wisconsin game, while
maybe not having the aura of two tradi-
tional powers meeting like the Penn
State game did, is now every bit as big
as the game with the Nilmny Lions in
terms of the Buckeyes' quest for the
Rose Bowl.

OHIO STATE fans have been wait-
ing m long time to see their beloved

The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Taking Them One Week At A Time Has Worked For Bucks So Far

Bueks beat up on a traditional power.
With wins over Washington and, even
more impressively, Penn State this sea-
son, fans have enjoyed it twice, both
times in Ohio Stadium and both times
before & national television audience.

In both games the Buckeyes won the
old-fashioned way, overpowering their
opponent, There was nothing cheap or
controversial in this latest victory, as
virtually every questionable call seomed
to go against OSU and the Bucks still
pounded the Lions.

How many times in the last eight or
nine years have the Buckeyes been
humiliated on national television, all
too often with a particularly obnoxious
Brent Musburger at the mike? It's real-
ly starting to get fun around Columbus
as Buckeyoe fans, whose hearts have
bwon broken so frequently in recent sea-
sons, finally are allowing themselves to
loosen up and enjoy what has been a
really exciting season.

One thing about those late starting
games is that people begin tailgating
early, and fans wore proetty well juiced
up by kickofl with the Nittany Lions.
It's been awhile since I've seen the often
tomblike Ohio Stadium that revved up.

After the convincing win, many
surged onto the field. When was the last
time fans had reason to surge onto the
field? This is a town where businesses
on High Street used to have to board up
their windows on the weekend of the
OSU-Michigan game. There hasn't been
much reason for rampaging fans lately.

I would eall the game with Penn
State the biggest in the stadium since
the Michigan game in 1986, when the
Buckeyes entered the finale undefeated
in conference play with the trip to
Pasadenn on the line. The Wolverines
won the game and the Rosoe Bowl berth,
with the Buckeyes traveling to Dallas to
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thrash Texas A&M in the Cotton Bowl.

I would consider the win over the
Nittany Lions the biggest OSU win in
the stadium since the Buckeyes' con-
quest of top-ranked lowa in 1085. That
game, too, was played in inclement
woeather and in that game, too, the
Bucks were dominant,

WITH THE weather the way it was,
it became apparent to me that if one of
the teams could open up a lead early, it
would be very difficult for the other
tenm to play catch-up on that sloppy
field. The scenario played itsell out as
the Bucks went up 17-6 at halftime and
then iced the game with their im-
pressive drive to open the second half,

The combination of the elements, a
Penn State quarterback and offense
pnrhnp( not the best suited for cnt(h-up
ball and an outstanding Ohio State
defense pretty much sealed the fate of
the Lions after the score was 24-6.

One thing about playing in sloppy
conditions: It's a lot more fun to play in
the cald and mud when you are winning
than it is when you're losing. While the
Lions never mppenred to throw in the
towel (and it would have been o muddy
ono), the elements surely took away
some of their resolve as the second half
wore on.

WHILE WIDE-OPEN offenses have
become a way of life in college football,
Ohio State fans, raised on Woody
Hayes, seom to got special pleasure out
of rock-'em, sock-'em drives like the
ones the Buckeyes put together to beat
Michigan State or to open the second
half against PSU. To that end, Raymont
Harris, with his hard-nosed, straight-

nhead running style, is rapidly becom-

ing a real fan favorite.

Harrin' outlook on the season seoms
to be typical of the team’s as a whole
and is an indicator of why the squad is
playing so well, While fans were foam-
ing at the mouth ns the Penn State
game approached, Harris admitted it
was a big game. But he said it was a big
game because that was the game the
Buckeyes were playing that week, just
as the Northwestern or Purdue games
were big in their weeks.

Take them one week nt a time.

THE FACT that the coaches in-
serted Brot Powers into a big game like
the one with Penn State is indicativo of
the way the quarterback situation has
been handled this year and of the unity
on the team. ‘

Powers has played well and was
rewarded with playing time in the mid-
dle of a big gnme and responded with a
touchdown pass to Josy Galloway.

Starter Bobby Hoying didn't sulk
and the team didn't miss a beat. Of-
fensive linemen have also been rotated
this season and you don't hear any
whining about playing time. This truly
appears to be a team,

Speaking of Hoying, ho made what [
believe to be one of the key plays in the
game on OSU's first possession. With
the Buckeyes facing a third and six at
the PSU 32 and the streak of scoring
the first time they had the ball in each
game this season on the line, the sopho-
more dropped back to pass. Unable to
find an open recoiver, he was flushed

out of the pocket, Hoying tucked the

ball away and ran seven yards around
right end for the first down. Four plays
later, Harris scored.

If Hoying had not converted, it might
have changed the tempo of the game.

YOU'RE MISSING a treat if you
haven't heard former Buckeye coach
Earle Bruce's analysis of OSU football
on WTVN radio in Columbus.

Earle really seems to be having a
good time and he really gots pumped up
while carrying out his duties. There's no
attompt at being an unbinsed journalist
here. Earle uses the word *"we® when
referring to the Buckeyes.

You can tell that Bruce particularly
enjoys it when the Bucks get physical
with teams like they did against Penn
State. That's his style of football.

Bruce's roturn to Columbus has been
kind of a phenomenon, as he has
returned somewhat the hero aflter tak-
ing more than his share of criticism
during his nine yoars ns head coach. His
standing has been helped by the gra-
cious way he has dealt with Cooper. Of
course, the fact that Cooper's team has
been winning convincingly has made
Bruce's job as analyst a lot easier.

I GOT a kick out of some comments
by former Buckeye Robert Smith in an
interview with' The Minneapolis.St.
Paul Tribune that was reprinted in The
Columbus Dispatch. Smith was asked
about a conversation he was having in
the Minnesota Vikings locker room.

“We were talking about the origin of
the human race, the whole thing about
where the races came from and all
that,” Smith said. “It was kind of a
theology vs. science thing, and we got
into archmeology, paleontology and
anthropology.”

It makes me a little embarrassed
that here at BSB, we seem to talk about
things like the latest episode of
“Seinfeld” or who are the Cy Young
Award winners whose last names start
with the letter *V.*

I'd be curious to hear Smith's elo-
quent explanation of why the Buckeyes
are doing so much better this season
than they were last year, when he was
their star running back.

Smith also admitted that if he played
10 seasons in the NFL, it would be hard
for him to go back to med school.

By the way, for those of you not in-
terested in paleontology, the three Cy
Young winnera were Fernando Valen-
zuela, Pote Vukovich and Frank Viola.

ELSEWHERE IN this issue, BSB
columnist Mike Wachsman tells you
about one writer's opinion of the tap 25
coaches in the country.

In case you were wondering, here are
College & Pro Football Newsweekly's
picks for the worst 10, listed in al.
phabetical  order: Ron  Dickerson
(Temple), Mark Duffner (Moryland),
Spike Dykes (Texas Tech), Gary Gibbs
(Oklahoma), Ray Goff (Georgia), David
Leoe (Texas-El Paso), Al Luginbill (San
Diego State), Jim Strong (UNLV), Bob
Stull (Missouri) and Barry Wilson
(Duke).

FOR THE record, while it was wet
at the Penn State game, | think it was
colder with that wind whipping off the
lnke when the Buckeyes played North-
western in Cleveland in 1801,



