Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1992

Vol. 12, No. 6

“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More"

Oct. 17, 1992

Ohio State Loses To Illinois For Record Fifth Straight Time

Jinx Sinks Buckeyes Chances Against Illll‘ll

By MARK REA
Buckeye Hports Bulletin Editor

Everyone mnde so much over the
“Badger Jinx® when Wisconsin beat
Ohio State five times in seven sensons
from 198187,

Well, aftor the Buckeyos loat 18-16 to
Nlinois on Oct. 10, the fifth straight loss
and the seventh in the last 10 meetings
to the INini, Ohio State is in the midst
of a full-Nedged “Ilini Jinx."

How else could you uglnin agame in
which the Buckeyes fumble twice at the
one-yard line, one of which is returned
for a touchdown? How else could you ex-
plain the Buckeyes holding the oppos-
ing team to just 270 !nnf yards, the
lowest total in the last 10 games, and
still losing? And how else conld you ex-

nin & mimed 44.yard fiold nt-
gmpl by a kicker who had png:'lugnlly
kicked a 60.yarder in the ganme?

“It must be a jinx," said OSU senior
cornerback Bryan Cook, who has been a
witness to all five consecutive losses to
the Illini. “I don't know what else it is.
When you have a better team, you're
supposed to win and we didn't do it.”

OSU  defensive coordinator  Bill
Young debunked that theory, saying the
outeome was simply another example of
what ean happen on any given Saturday
in college lootball,

“I'm not sure this has anything to do
with who is the better team,” Young
said. “I'm not sure Northwestern had o
better team last year when they beat I1-
linois. You just have to get up every
week to play. It's how you play that day
that counta,

“I'm not sure that if Florida State
and Miami played 10 times, Miami
wouldn't lose more than they'd win, But
they only play once, and Miami won
that game. It's not a jinx; that's the way
things go in this erazy game.”

Young was talking about football in
general with that “crazy game® state-
ment, but he just as easily could have
been talking about the OSU-NMlinois
gome.

It was o game fraught with mistakes
by both teams, although the Buckeyes
made theirs at the most inopportune
times.

The first came less than four
minutes into the game. Ohio State had
taken the game's opening possession
and, thanks to being set up with a 41-
yard kickoff return by Butler By'not's, a
20-ynrd burst by junior tailback
Raymont Harris and a personal foul
penalty on Mlinois, was threatening to
score nn early touchdown,

The Buckeyes got first and goal, then
went to their short-yardage lineup, the
one that had previously netted four
touchdowns for freshman running back

Ohio State junior fullback Jeff Cothran (8) appears to have broken the plane of the end zone on

this fourth-quarter play against Illinois. However, Cothran was ruled to have stepped out of
bounds at the one-yard line and, on the next play, the Buckeyes fumbled the ball away. That was

one of many costly mistakes OSU made on its way to an 18-16 defeat at the hands of the Illini.

Eddie George. On third-and-goal from
the one, George got the call and was
met immediately by Illini linebacker
Dann Howard and defensive back Jefl
Arneson.

George lost the handle on the foot-
ball and it dropped to the turf, where I1.
lini defensive back Derrick Rucker tried
to smother it. But as Rucker went for
the ball, OSU quarterback Kirk
Herbstreit hit him and Rucker in-
ndvertently tossed the ball into the air,

That's when Arneson entered the pic-
ture again, He scooped up the loose bnll
and, getting a block from t

gnme, all of a sudden we're down 7-0."

But the Buckeyes came back. Later
in the first quarter, they drove to Il-
linoia' 33-yard line and got a 50-yard
field goal from kicker Tim Williams.
The scoring drive still had its strange
moments — senior split end Brian
Stablein dropped two passes, extremely
uncharacteristic for the normally sure-
handed receiver,

Ohio State’s defonse allowed the
team to pull in front with a good stand
at the end of the first period. Dlinoia
took a possession at its own 17-yard line

Kevin Hardy on OSU receiver Grog
Beatty, ran 96 yards for an [linois
touchdown,

Ohio State head coach John Cooper
said that was a tough play for him to
watch,

“I've never had that happen to me in
my career,” he said. “We're going in for
n touchdown, and all of n sudden, boom.
That's a 14-point swing. Instead of us
seoring and being up 7.0 early in the

and d up having to punt from itas
16, A short punt put the Buckeyes in
busineas at the Illini 47 and it took
them only four plays to score the
nhend touchdown and make it 10-7.

But something strange happened
just minutes later when OSU tailback
Robert Smith was tackled in the end
zone for a anfety, making the score 10.9.
On the play, the Buckeyes were simply
trying to get some breathing room after
an Illinois punt had backed them up to

their own one-yard line. But Ilini
defensive tackle Ken Blackman blew
through a hole in the OSU line to stuff
Smith in the end zone,

Ilinois got good field position after
the free kick and moved the ball 54
yards in 14 plays for a touchdown that
put the Nlini back in front 156-10.

But things got strange again on the
PAT. Richardson had already booted
the extra point, but Ohio State was
offside on the play. Just like Cooper did
against Wisconsin the week before, I1-
lini head coach Lou Tepper elected to
take the point off the board and go for
two. And, just like the Buckeyes the
week before, the Ilini's try for two
failed when quarterback Jeff Kinney
was tackled by OSU defensive end Der-
rick Foster short of the goal line.

The Buckeyes got the ball back and
drove to the Illinois nine before stalling.
They tried to draw the Ilini defonse
offside with a long snap count on fourth-

Continued On Page 13
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Miss Spoils Performance Which Included Three Other FGs

By MARK REA
Buckeye Bporis Bulletin Editor

Tim Williams had often talked about
being in a situation where he would be
called on to win a game with a field

Hoal.

The Ohio State junior place-kicker
finally got his wish against Illinois Oct.
10 in front of n national television
nudience and nearly 94,000 fans in Ohio
Stadium.

But the scennrio did not turn out the
way Willi had envigioned it time
and time again in his mind. The snap
was good, the hold was good, and the
kick was a good one, too.

But Willinms' field goal try from 44
yards out with 53 seconds left in the
gnme sailed a few feot outside the left
upright, leaving the kicker face down on
the stadium turf and the Buckeyes with
an 1816 loss to the Fighting llini.

“I was wanting that gituation to hap-
pen,” a  soft-spoken Williams told
reporters after the « “1 was very,
very confident that I was going to make
it. I mean, 1 was extremely, extremely
confident, and I was not overconfident
at all. [ was extremely confident.

“I went out there and was very
relaxed. 1 wns more tense on the 31-
yarder that 1 missed earlier; so 1 was
not nervous at all. 1 hit the ball and 1
hit it well. You saw the ball travel. 1
don't know if it hit the net or not, but 1
hit the ball well, 1 just played it wrong.”

Williams appenared to be kicking with
o 19-mph wind at his back. But while

the flage on top of Ohio Stadium indi-
cated that, it was o different story on
the field,

“Phe wind was coming left to right a
little bit; so 1 thought the wind would
help it move right a little bit,” Williams
oxplained. *I kicked it left and thought
the ball would come back to the right,
but it never did.

“The wind changes every play. At
one point, the wind was blowing toward
the open end, and another time it

Ohio State junior place-kic

ter Tim Williams (23) rises dejectedly from the Ohio Stadium turf after
missing a 44-yard field goal attempt in the final minute of an 18-16 loss to Nlinois. Williams had ear-

lier kicked three ficld goals in the game, including a 50-yarder in the first quarter.

wasn't. You get screwed sometimos if
you start playing the wind. But I kicked
it ns well ns [ thought I could kick it. It
Jjust wasn't there for me.”

It was the culmination of a bit-
teraweot day for Williams. For the first
time in his life, he converted three field
goals in & game, booting kicks of 25, 29
and 50 yards.

The 60-yarder came in the first
quarter and tied a kick he had at
Michigan last senson ns the second-
longest of his career. He kicked a 52
yarder as a freshman against Boston
College.

“That was a great moment for me,"
Willinms said of the 50-yarder. "It's
kind of hard to look back right now and

tell how happy | was.

*1 thought I was going to have a
great day, In warm-ups, | didn't miss
any kicks. I came out and hit a 50.
yarder right away, Then, this is the
first time I've ever kicked three field
goals in a game, high school or college.”

But the game came down to m try
from 44 yards in the final minute of

A
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play. It would have topped off a drive by
Ohio State that would r ave answered a
16-play, 86.yard march by [llincis
which resulted in the Nlini taking the
Jend with a 21.yard field goal by Chris
Richardson.

Williama looked as though he might
not got n chance at the game-winner
when the Buckeyes were faced with
fourth down and 10 at the Illini 43, But
0SU  quarterback Kirk Herbatreit
scrambled 11 yards for the first down,
and then the Buckeyes used three
straight running plays to put the ball in
the middle of the field for Williams at-
tompt.

Ohio State head conch John Cooper
said he thought his team had won the
game at that point.

*I thought Timmy would make the
field goal,” Cooper said. "We kick nine
fiold goals every day in practice and I
know what his range is. lr kicked n 50-
yard field goal against the wind. I never
thought he wouldn't make the kick.”

Before Williams had a  chance,
thnuuh Ilinois enlled timeout to try to
iee him.

“That didn't bothet me at all,” Wil
linms said. *It gave me another chance
to go to my (practice) net, which was
what I needed to do.

“It was just one of those days. I
kicked the ball and hit it really, really
well. It would have gone 60 yards; it
just didn't go between the goal posta.
The snap, the hold, everything was fine.
It just didn't go through for me. I kept
thinking it would come back to the right

Despite Another Loss To Illinois,
Cooper Retains Lots Of Support

Ty MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

After five straight losses to Dlinois,
Ohio State head coach John Cooper may
have lost fan support, but he has not
loat the t of his t conches
and players.

Following the Buckeyes' 18-16 loaa to
the Nlini in Ohio Stadium Oet. 10,
many fans left the Horseshoo shouting
epithets at the five-year coach.

In fact, during the game, when the
scoreboard showed an advertisement for
Cooper's weekly eall-in radio show, the
crowd responded with a lusty boo,

But one of the principals in the loss
to Ilinois said that kind of fan reaction
in misguided.

“It's bad enough to lose, but it's even
tougher to hear the boos from the home
erowd,” snid O8SU place-kicker Tim Wil-
linms, whose 44-yard field goal attempt
to win the game went wide left of the
uprighta with 653 seconds left in the
Enmao.

When a reporter suggested to Wil-
linma that the fans were not booing the
tenm but rather Cooper, he replied,
“Well, they shouldn’t boo the conch. The
conch didn't lose the damn game. Ua
players lost the game.

“Coach Cooper is n great conch, Ho's
done a_helluva job since I've been here.
He gave me n chanee to kick here; he's
recruited some great athletes to come to
Ohio State. | wish they would get off his
back:

“He's a great coach; he has great
coaches behind him. If the players don't
execute, obviously, you don't win. We
didn't execute; so we didn't win. It's a
bunch of crap that everyone boos the
conch because he does n helluva job.”
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and it just never did.

“1 really thought I had made it when
I kicked it. Before I brought my head
up, I thought, ‘Gosh, this is n great foel.
ing." Then I brought my head up and
the only thing to do then was start
praying for it to go to the right a little
bit, but it didn’t.”

Williams fell face down on the turf in
disbelief. Then finally, after making his
way to the bench, he appeared inconsol-
able on the sideline, _

“The players and the coaches were
great,” he said. *They supported me, but
of course, they're all going to come up to
me and say, ‘Tt wasn't your fault' and
‘We didn't make n play here, ‘A guy
didn't mnke o catch hero ‘A guy
fumbled here.’

“But that's not what people are going
to remomber. That's not what 1 am
going to remember. I'm going to remem-
ber that last play. The coaches and
players tried to make me feel better by
saying stuff like that, and 1 appreciate
it and it shows me that I have their sup-
port and they have confidence in me,
but as far as I'm concerned, I lost the
ball game.”

It was an especially tough loss for
the Buckeyes in light of losing to Illinois
the four previous sensons, But for Wil-
linma, it was like n lifelong dream had
been dashed.

“This is the first time I've ever been
in this situation,” he said. *I started
four years in high school, this is my
third year starting here, and this is the
first time I've ever had a game come

Ohio State defensive coordinator Bill
Young echoed Willinma' sentiments,

“I've been with John Cooper for 13
years and there’s not a better football
coach, there's not a bettér person, and
there's not n better boss in the country,”
Young aaid.

“I feel bad for him, but I feel worse
for our football team. But John is a
fighter and our team is a bunch of
fighters. We'll regroup and well come
back.”

Through 52 games as head coach nt
Ohio State, Cooper now has n record of
30-20-2 and o Big Ten mark of 18-14-2,

down to me. [ didn't know what the feel-
ing was like. Like I said, I wasn't ner-
vous. I know what it's like now and Il
learn from this.”

Asked what he could learn, Williams
replied, *1 guess Il learn from the feel-
ing afterward, Il learn that I shouldn't
feel like that after a kick, Il learn to

(Next to
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take it a little better. 1 don't know if I'll
learn anything about the kick itsell be-
cause, again, [ kicked it really well.

“Really, I don't know if 111 learn any-
thing except that I don't want this feel-
ing again. I'm going to take this really
hard. But, hopefully, it makes me n bet-
ter place-kicker.”
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Wzlkmsan Registers Three Sacks Among His 10 Total Tackles

‘Big Daddy Stars On Defense For Buckeyes

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Illinais quarterback Jeff Kinney had
enough to worry about in his first col-
legiate start, trying to keep himself to-
gether in front of 83,982 people jammed

into Ohio Stadium.

Actually, Kinney did pretty well with
all of those people except one — Ohio
State defensive tackle “Big Daddy” Dan
Wilkinson,

Kinney managed to complete 12 of 25
passes for 139 yards against the Buck.
eyes, helping his team to an 18-16 vie-
tory. But he could never quite shake
Wilkinson.

The 6.5, 209.pound redshirt fresh.
man for Ohio State sacked Kinney three
times during the day and pressured him
into bad passes on countless other ocen-
sions,

For the afternoon, Wilkinson tallied
10 total tackles to go along with those
three sacka — the only times the Buck-
eyes got to Kinney all day — and
received Biy Bear Buckeye of the Week
honors.

With the performance, Wilkinson
climbed into a tie with Derrick Fostor
for the season team lead in sacks with
four. His 10 overall tackles also
matched his total production from the
team's previous four games.

Blistered for its play in an upset loss
ngninst Wisconain the week before, the
defense had o goal to stop Mlincis this
woek, Wilkinson said.

“In this one, we knew we had to play
allout, lighte-out ball,” he said. “That's
the way I looked ot it. Last week
agninst Wisconsin, I probably was kind
of lackadnisical, taking things for

granted. I'm talking about myself. I
* didn't do that today. That was probably
the difference.”

During the Wisconsin game, the
Badgers took control of the game with
two long touchdown drives in the third
quarter, turning the Buckeyes' 10-3
halftime lead into a 17-10 defieit from

2
3
NN Y

With help from teammate Greg Smith, Ohio State defensive tack-
le Dan Wilkinson (72) wraps up Illinois quarterback Jeff Kinney.
Wilkinson registered a career-high three sacks in the game.

which the Bucks never recovered. In
that contest, OSU never seemed to be
nble to corral Wiasconsin quarterback
Darrell Bevell.

But it was a different story against
the Illini and Kinney. The senior
quarterback did not appear as mobile as
tenmmate Jason Verduzco, the man he
roplaced in the starting lineup, and that
allowed tho Buckeyes to get some more
penetration up front.

“Kinney was o good quarterback, but
we had made a goal to get more pene-
tration up front today,” Wilkinson said.
“I think we did that, We got to him a
couple of times, and other times he got
the ball away, but he paid the price.”

On one particular play late in the
second quarter, Kinney paid a particu-
Inrly high price. Holding a 156-10 lead in

sh
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the final minute before halftime, the I1-
lini maved near midfield and appeared
to be driving for another score.

On n first-down play, though,
Wilkinson blew in through an Nlinois
blocker and blew through Kinney as
well, It waan't really n tackle; more like
n crons check in hockey that sent the 6.
4, 200.pound QB to the turf.

According to Wilkinson, he stayed on
his feot for a reason,

“l didn't see the ball, but 1 was
hoping Kinney had it up,” he said. “I
was hoping just to run through him and
get to the ball, but he tucked it back un-
der his arm. 1 was thinking maybe if |
knocked the ball loose, I could pick it up
and run with it. But he tucked it back
in and just went down.”

On the next play, Wilkinson eame in
on Kinney again, narrowly missing him.
But it appeared on television replays
that the OSU lineman was being held
on the play. Wilkinson said it wasn't an
illusion and that he was being held
other times as well.

“They were holding me all day,” he

;

anid I told the ref about it, but he told
me a hold is only when they take me all
the way down, completely down to the
ground. So 1 gueu they figured they
could hold me better than block me.

“When he told me that, though, 1
went over to our offensive linemen and
told them to start holding more and add
it to their list of things to do because
they never called it. They never did call
a holding penalty the whole game. But
that's part of the game. I just forgot
about it.”

While the Nlini rut 18 points on the
scoreboard, only half of them were given
up by the Ohio State defense. Ilinois’
defense necounted for two scores with a
touchdown on n fumble return and a
safety. But it was a late drive by the I1-
lini offense that led to the victory. After
Ohio State fumbled awny a possession
on the one-yard line, Illinois drove 86
yards, chewing up eight and a half
minutes, for the game.winning field
goal by Chris Richardson.

That drive was eerily reminiscont of
the long maorches used by Wisconsin
agnitst the Buckeyes, It was also the I1-
lini's only really long, sustained drive of
the afternoon.

“They really didn't change anything
then,” Wilkinson said. “They tightened
their split ends up a little bit and tried
to run the ball. That's all they did. They
moved it on us pretty well, but we still
managed to hold them to a field goal.
That wasn't very good, but at least it
wasn't n touchdown and still gave us a
chance to win it at the end.*

But the Buckeyes could not win the
game at the end, snuffing out any
realistic chance they had to win this
year's Big Ton championship. Much of
the team took the loss hard, including
Wilkinson.

“It's tough. We're depressed, and
some of us are crying,” he said. “It's es.
pecinlly hard when your defense plays
ita heart out and your offense plays its
heart out.

“But we just made too many mis-
takes. You can't win like that. When the
offense geta down on the goal line and
fumbles, you can’t beat anyone like
that, You ean't beat a high school team
like that.”
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Illini Fourth-Quarter Drive Similar To Wisconsin Scoring Treks

Defense Victimized By Another Late March

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckaye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The téams were different, but the
way they defeated Ohio State was the
RO,

After allowing Wisconsin  three
socond-half scoring drives of 78, 68 and
66 yards in a 20-16 loas Oct. 3, the
Buckeye defense could not make the
pivotal stops against Illincis on a
fourth-quarter drive the following week,
allowing the Tlini to drive 86 yards for
n 21.yard field goal that provided the
final margin of victory in an 18:16 deci-
mon.

Unfortunately for the OSU defense,
it wos in a position to have to stop the
Nlini in that situation. With the excep-
tion of that final drive, the Buckeyes

when almost all the b
the Buckeyes' direction.

*“There is no justification in my
mind,” Cook said. “We were the better
team. I'll tell anybody that. We were
better than Illinois. We should have
won the game.”

That seems true when glancing at
the statistics.

The Buckeyes picked off one Jefl
Kinney pass, blocked n punt and limited
Illinois to just 14 first downs.

However, on the final drive, Nlinois
had three plays go for more than 10
yards and converted three straight
third-down plays. After picking up only
176 yarda in their previous 10 posses-
miona, the Nlini switched to a formation
that fentured two split outs, two tight
ends, and only one running back — the
same for ion Wisconsin ran with suc-

s pointed in

played well defensively ngainst Illinoi
allowing just nine points on a touch-
down and o field goal. The other nine
points came on a 86.yard fumble return
by the Hllini defense and n safety.

The Buckeyes limited Nlinois to just
270 yarda for the game and only 3.9
yards per play. But on the final scoring
drive the Orange and Blue ate up al-
most one third of their total for the day.
In addition, Nllinois took n huge chunk
out of the fourth quarter — eight
minutes and 29 seconds — executing
the drive.

The succens the Illim had on that 15-
play drive did not sit well with OSU
defensive coordinator Bill Young.

“That scoring drive, we have them
first and 15 and they pick up 27 yards,”
Young said, *That kind of set the tone
for that drive. We were missing tacklea
some, but they were running hard and
maoking the plays. We felt even when
they scored the field goal, we had kept
them out of the end zone and we could
win the game.”

Senior cornerback Bryan Cook was
at a loss to describe the loas, especially

cess a week prior.

“That formation spreads the field out
and gets your linebackers more spread
out than you want them to be,” Cook
said. *From the secondary standpaint, 1
don’t know what was going on up front,
but we just weren't getting the job
done.”

With the lack of success the OSU of-
fense was having dmting the score-
board, it was up to the defense to keep
the Illini out.

But, ling to soph o safoty
Walter Taylor, members of the
defensive unit never get upset when the
offense fails to convert in scoring situa-
tions.

“We never have a letdown leeling il
the offense doesn't produce because
we're all a team and we have to play as
a team,” said Taylor, who finished the
game with two tackles, a blocked punt
and a fumble recovery to his credit. “We
can't say the offense didn't do it or the
defense didn't doit. It's o team thing.”

Even after Ohio State missed a
gnme-winning field goal in the final
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minute of play, Young did not give up
h

*“1 thought on the last drive we were
on defense, if we could stop them on
that first down play, we might still have
had n chance,” he said. “We had all
throe timeouts left. But they made six
yards on first down, then seven on sec-
ond down. That really didn’t help us.”

The loss hit Cook especially hard be-
cause he will nover experience a win
over the Ilini in his five years of being

a Buckeye, But he also knows there are
six games left in this season.

“Our main goal is just to sleep this
one ofl,” the senior cornerback said.
“Just let it pass, There’s a lot more foot-
ball to be played this season. We just
have to rally together and finish the
senson out on o positive note,

“We'll regroup. We'll just go to bed,
sleop it off, and come Monday morning,
come in and get ready for North.
western.”
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Members of the Illinois defense swarm all over Ohio State run-
ning back Eddie George (27) in the second quarter. On the next
play, the Illini stuffed tailback Robert Smith in the end zone,
resulting in a safety.
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e 5-4 Miscues In Red Zone

Make Ohio State Blue

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckoye Aporta Bulletin Staff Writer

Being in the red zone made the Ohio
State offense blue in an 18-16 loas to I1-
linois Oct. 10 in Ohio Stadium.

Prior to the loss, when the Buckeyes
got into the red zone, they were in the
pink. In the previous four games, OSU
had crossed :ﬁ. opponents’ 20-yard line
14 times, coming away with 12 scores —
nine touchdowns and three field goals.

Agninst the Illini, though, the Buck-
eyes got into the red zone six times and
had to settle for just one touchdown and
two field goals.

There were two crucial fumbles, both
by freshman running back Eddie
George at the one-yard line, one of
which waa returned for a 96-yard touch-
down, and a 31-yard field goal that was
missed by place-kicker Tim Williams,

Obwviously, in a two-point loss, that
lack of success by the Buckeyes cost
them the game. That lack of succoss
also made offensive coordinator Joe
Hollis see red.

*We turned the ball over three times
and not only that, one of them cost us n
touchdown,”
about it, but we feel like we're still a
good football team. It's going to be a
tough week for us, but we'll gather "em
back and go on from there.”

Ultimately, the game came down to
another missed scoring  opportunity
when the Buckeyeas stalled just outside
the red zone in the fourth quarter.
That's when Williama hooked o «rrd
field goal wide left with 53 secon
play. But the game could have been out
of reach by the Buckeyes long before
Willinma' kick.

“Our inability to score once we get
the ball down in the red zone has hurt
us as much as anything,” said OSU
head coach John Cooper. *We turned
the ball over twice today in that situa-
tion. If we put it in the end zone, you're
looking at 30 points.

“We were driving for a touchdown
and then turned that around with the

Hollis said, “We're sick

fumble and long run for a touchdown.
That's a 14-point swing right there,
Then we lost another touchdown and
they came back with a field goal.
There’s another 10 points. Give us an-
other 14 points and take 10 away from
them 'nnd it's a totally different ball

me.

OSU had good success on offense be-
tween the 20s, racking up 342 yards in
total offense, including 160 rushing. But
dominance in total offense doesn't win
football games.

“We moved the ball pretty well all
day long,” Hollis said. “We were run-
ning and throwing and doing the things
we wanted to do. We just didn't cash in.
We're disappointed we didn't win the
football game because we felt we should
have won.

“It doesn't seem like we do things the
ensy wny on offense. We don't get that
long touchdown pass or whatever, but
the true test of this team is how hard
we come back and practice and play
next week.”

Cooper is now 0-56 agninst Nlinois in
his career as Buckeye coach and has
soen o fow strange things in the five
games. There wan a forward lateral of n
blocked field goal two years ago and I1-
linois" game-winning three-pointer with
just 36 seconds left lnst year.

But it has been a simple thing like
not punching the ball into the end zone
at golden opportunities that has most
often spelled defeat for OSU against the
Mlini. In the last two games agninst .
linois, the Buckeyes have taken eight
trips to the red zone and scored just one
touchdown,

What's more, in those five straight
loases to the Illini, l}w Buckeyes have

oy | nn 1 hali =l ls
turnovers, an average of nearly four per

me.

“It's a game of mistakes. I tell that to
our team every day,” Cooper said. “The
team that makes the fowest mistakes is
going to win. You ean't turn the ball
over twice on the goal line and get the
ball deep on their end of the field and
not come away with any points.”
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Only Michigan Owns Longer Win Streak Against Buckeyes

I1lini Dominance Over OSU Baf

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Lou Tepper has been at Illinois as
long as Jo';m Cooper has been at Ohio
State and, like r, Tapper remains
perplexed by the lini's \n-y.nr Jinx
over the Buckeyes,

Tepper was an assistant coach under
John Mackovic ns the llini beat OSU
and Cooper four atraight times, and
Tepper kept the tradition alive Oct. 10,
oscaping  Ohio  Stadium with a
mysterious 18.16 win,

“T'o our fifth-year seniors, going out
and beating Ohio State five years in a
row, | know it meant a lot to them, But
it wasn't wmothing that we particularly
played upon,” Tepper said. “I don't
know how many times it has been done,
but when you consider the quality of
Ohio State's m, it says a lot.”

Only Michigan, which defeated the
Buckeyes nine straight times in the
first decade of this tury nnd added
six strnight wins in the 1920s, has
mastered OSU better. The Wolverines
are currently working with a four-game
win streak over the Buckeyes.

Tepper, whose team was coming off a
. disappointing 18-17 loss at Minnesota,
a game in which it lost a 17-3 lead in
the second half, had no explanation for
Hlinois’ recent dominance over OSU,
But just moments after his first Big Ten

victory, he related to the dismay he was
sure r felt.

“I ean ampﬂhi t deal for
John Cooper,” he uld. was there n

week ngo under the same conditions. 1
don't know if one side was conched bet-
ter or if one side played better than the
other, but we eame out nhead.

“Last woek, I really felt that we did n
lot of great things in the kicking game
and I thought that our young defense
progreased, but very few people wanted
to hear nbout that simply because we
loat. All of the things you hear are negn-
tive things.

“I think Ohio State can go on and
have a very fine year; so 1 empathize
with him very much and I respect the
effort. 1 don't think the Buckeye fans
have anything to be disturbed about
with the effort that their team gave
todny.”

Ohio State appeared ready to gain
the upper hand right away with an effi-
cient opening drive to the Illini one-
yard line. But the tide turned when
defensive back Jeoff Arneson helped
stand up OSU tailback Eddie George,
caused a fumble and scooped up the ball
and ran for a 96-yard touchdown.

*(Linebacker) Dana (Howard) and 1
came up and made the hit,' Armeson
said. “I don't know which one of us
roppcd it out, but I saaw it come out and

just ran after it. (Defensive back) Der-
rick (Rucker) ran over there and tipped
it up in the air and I just grabbed it and
™

n.

“I didn't look back until the last 30
yards. I juat looked straight ahead and
ran my butt off, When I looked back and
saw just my teammates, 1 kind of
strutted in, but that was moatly because

I was tired. | was carrying n
refrigerator on my back.”
Tepper made sure the play would

stand before joining his players in
celebration.

“I was looking back for any yellow
material. That’s what concerned me the
moat,” the Illini head coach said. “He
ran o lot of time off the clock, 1 know
that.”

The unlikely score spotted new
quarterback Jefl Kinney a lead without
touching the ball. Tepper named Kin-
ney to call signals the week of the game,
opting to bench regular Jason Verduzco,
and stayed with Kinney throughout.

Tepper had ample opportunities to
replace Kinney — who finished 12-0f-25
passing for 139 yards and one intercep-
tion — with Verduzco early in the
game, but he never did. However, the I1-
lini head conch did admit the thought
crossed his mind late in the gnme.

“One of Jason's real strong points is
the two-minute offense and that's some-
thing we may have done,” Tepper said.
. (OSU') field gonl been good,
there'n a possibility we might have gone
with Jason.”

Nlinois  offensive coordinator Tom
Beck named Kinney the starter days be-
fore the game with the Buckeyes and
said his fith-year senior did n good job
in his first colleginte start.

“I think he did a very credible job,”
Beck said, “I think a lot of le made
n lot out of the decision nnd I think Jefl
responded very well,

“He made some errors out there, like
everybody else did, but he came
through. He made some key passes, he
got hit, he made a good decision on an
option and scored a touchdown, and
Ohio State has an outstanding defense.”

Kinney was more critical of his per-
formance.

“I didn't play a very good game at
all,” he said, *but I'm not out here to
win a game for myself. I'm really proud
of this team, It was a total team effort
and when we needed the offense to go
down there and score, we did.”
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Ohio State flanker Greg Beatty gives chase, but he will not catch
Illinois linebacker Jeff Arneson (43), who scooped up an OSU
fumble and returned it 88 yards for a touchdown in the first
quarter. The play helped propel the Illini to an 18-16 win.
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Strange Things Abound In Loss

Continued From Page 1

and-two, but the ploy didn't work and
resulted in a delay of game penalty.
That backed up OSU to the 14 but
still meant only m 31-yard field goal at-
tempt by Williams, However, the kicker
1.‘;“ d the try, hooking the ball to the

With only a minute remaining in the
first half, Nlinois tried for some more
points and looked like it would get them
until O8U cornerback Tim Walton in-
tercepted a and returned it 59
yards to the l{lini oight-yard line,

With only five seconds left in the
half, Williams sought redemption and
got it, nailing a 25-yarder to make the
score 15-13 at halftime.

The second half began rather calmly
with Ohio State getting a third field
goal from Willinms — this one of 20
yards — at the 6:47 mark of the third
?mmz l.g put the Buckeyes back in

t 16:15.

But the ll:rnnﬂ things started hap-
pt::i:: again. OSU safety Walter Taylor
cn an linois fumble and recovered
it himsell. Two plays later, OSU
fullback Jeff Cothran fumbled the ball
back to the Tllini. Then, on the second
play of the fourth quarter, Taylor
blocked a punt, setting up the Buckeyes
at the Ilini 25- line.

Three plays later, Herbetreit threw a
pass to Cothran, who made an overhead

b and went out of bounds at the one.

the next play, George waa back in
the lineup, looking for another touch-
down. But he was knocked in the nir by
Howard, then smacked from behind by
llini backup DB Tyrone Washin, .

Washington's hit knocked the ball
loose from George and Rucker pounced
on it at the 10. From there, the Nlini
took off on a drive that took 15 plays,

Huskies, "Canes
Sharing Top Spot

While Washington was beating up on
Pac-10 foe California, Miami (Fla.) was
edging its second top 10 opponent in
two weeks, beating Penn State 17-14.

That result put the Hurricanes and

Huskies — last year's national co-
champions — into a tie atop the Intest
CSAN Editor's Top 20 poll.

Meanwhile, Ohio State fell complete-
ly out of the rankings after gaining two
vates last week.

1. Washington (8) ...............vrvcccseens 272
(tie) Miami (Fla.) (6 w272
3. Michigan ..o 237
4. Florida State... e 230
B TOXRE ARM ..ovovviiiiiisssesnsranisesansses 225
G' ..I | N m
7. Colorad 192
B, BEARION ivrinvercesasorsssiorsssonsnsussssane 172
0. Ponn BEALS ..cvcvrerrorirsirerasssssasasessens 170
10. Georgin

1.8 use
12, Notre Dame
(tie) Nebraska...

18. Georgin Tech ..o 36 -

19. Washington State...
20, C1 ” 20

Others receiving votes: Southern Cal
19, Knnsas 12, UCLA 8, Florida 7, West
Virginia, North Carolina State and Ari-
zonn 4.

ered 86 yards and ate up eight and a
half minutes. It ended with Richardson
knocking a 21-yard chip shot through
the uprights, causing the fourth lead
ch in the game and giving the Illini
an 18-16 lead with 4:56 to go.

The Buckeyes took the ensuing kick-
off and moved easily down the field un-
til stalling at the Nlini 43, faced with
fourth and 10. But Herbatreit im-
provised on a pass play, tucking the ball
under his arm and scrambling for 11
yards and the first down.

After that, OSU called three running
plays to set Williams up in the middle
of the field. And, with three field goals
already under his belt, the Buckeyes'
kicker trotted out for a 44-yard attempt
to win the game.

The ball had plenty of distance but

strayed just outside the left upright.

clock to preserve victory.
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The Numbers Game

Illini 18, Buckeyes 16

ILLINOIS 1 8 0 3 18
OHIO STATE 3 10 3 0 16

ILL — Arneson, 96 fumble return (Richardson kick) 11:43

0OSU — T.Williams, 50 field goal 3:09

08U — George, 4 run (T.Williams kick) 13:20

ILL — Safety, Rob. Smith tackled in end zone by Blackman 11:24

ILL — Kinney, 3 run (run failed) 4:48

08U — T.Williams, 25 field goal 0:00

OSU — T.Williams, 29 field goal 6:47

ILL — Richardson, 21 field goal 4:56

ALt — 93,982

ILL (051 0)

First Downs 14 21
Rushing 8 10
Passing 5 9
Penalty 1 2
Rushes-Yards 44-131 42-160
Passing Yards 139 182
Passes 25-12-1 27-16-0
Plays 69 69
Total Net Yards 270 342
Third Down Efficiency 8-18 5-156
Punts 7-31.4 3-33.7
Fumbles-Lost 31 6-3
Penalties 4-40 4-17
Time Of Possession 30:40 20:20

Individual Statistios

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yda.) — ILL: Boyer 18.73; Jackson 9-71; Feagin 7-14; Kinney 104(-
27).08U: Harris 18.74; Rob Smith 6-40; Cothran 7-26; Sanders 1.24; Herbstreit 4-3;
George 64-7).

PASSING (Att.-Comp.-Int.-Yda.-TD) — ILL: Kinney 26-12-1-139-0, OSU: Horbstreit
27-15-0-1K2-0,

RECEIVING (Ree..Yds) — TLL: Koostor 4-38; Boyer 341; Olnn 1-26; Klein 1-26;
Wright 1-10. OSU: Stablein 6-85; Cothran 4-41; Ssundors 3.20; Sanders 1-13; By'not'o 1-
13

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Lg) — ILL: Wella 4-36.5-43; Larson 2-37.0-37. OSU: Keasel 3-
33.7-36.

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Avg.-Lg.) ILL: None. OSU: Stablein 2.9.0-14; Taylor 1-1.0-1.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No. M'u -lg.) ILL: Lynch 2.14.0-16; Voelker 1.8.08. OSU:
Hy'not'e 2-26.0-41; Sanders 1-18.0-18.

& I;WHW'R FUMBLES RECOVERED BY — ILL: Arneson, Rucker, Rice. OSU:
aylar.

INTERCEPTIONS — ILL: None, OSU: Walton,

TACKLES FOR LOSS — ILL: Howard, Holeoek, Leach, Cole, Hardy, Blackman, OSU:
Wilkinson (1), Team (3), Simmona (2), M.Willinma, Foster, G Smith.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — ILL: Howard 7-8-16; Holecek 5.3-8; Rucker 4-4-8;
Arneson 3-6.8; F.ohnson 4.2.6; Colo 4.2.6; Leach 1.6-6; Hardy 2.3.5; Copher 2-3-5;
Hasenstab 0-4-4; Crumpton 2-1.3; Patton 0.2.2; Collina 0.2-2; Washington 1-0-1; Voelker
1-0.1; Bierman 1-0-1; Blackman 1.0-1; Rice 1.0-1; Richards 0-1-1; Hill 0-1-1; Shelby 0-1.1;
Olson 0-1-1. 08U: Tovar 3-10-13; M.Williama 6-6.12; Wilkinson 8-7-10; Nelson 2-6-8; Cook
3-4-7; Simmona 3-4-T; Harper 3-2-5; Powell 3.2-6; Foster 3-2-5; Walton 1-34; G.Smith 1-3-
4; Team 3.0-3; R Brown 2.1-3; Styles 2-1-3; Taylor 1-1-2; Kerner 0.2-2; Rodriguez 0-2-2.

Players In Game

ILLINOIS — Hasenstab, Foggey, Cole, McCloud, Copher, Blackman, Leach, Rice,
Hardy, Collins, Holecek, Howard, Crampton, Rucker, Qualls, Arneson, Pation, Washing-
ton, Johnson, Boykin, Illoirl Btrun Hopkine, Peack, Engel, Kerr, Bierman, Olson,
Kooster, Kinney, A gum. Feagin, Jackmon, Lynch, Wright, Fisher,
Ruchardson, Wells, Larsen, HIII anrlone, Sidari, Robertas, Allen, Cox, Richards, Russell,
Voelker, Rathke.

OHIO STATE — Stablein, Beatty, Kline, Hartman, Long, Monnot, Rod Smith,
Stringer, Winrow, Saunders, D.J.Jones, Metzger, Herbstreit, Cothran, George, Harris,
By'not'e, Rob Smith, Sanders, DeGraffenreid, Foster, R.Brown, Wilkinson, Beckman,
G Smith, Bonhaus, Simmons, M. Williams, Styles, Tovar, Rodriguez, Powell, Cook, Paul,
::‘lrprr, Patillo, Nelson, Taylor, Walton, Kerner, Keasel, T.Williams, Thrush, Borchers,

ane.
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RUSHING ATT GAIN LOST NET AVG
Raymaont Harvis - m 7T 1 42
Robert Smidh ¥ L] noams s
Jell Cothran 43 180 6 174 4D
Patler Ry'not’e i) o3 o 91 40
Fddie George » 4 16l 24
Joey Galloway 1 30 0 30 %00
Chis Sandery ] M 0 M M0
Trian Swablein 1 10 0 10 100
William Houston 1 1 1] 1o
Hob Hoying 2 2 9 71 18
Kirk Herbatreit n “ ns -mo22
O5U Tosals 120 Ve  In T4 34
OFF Togals 200 B 0 619
PASSING ATT COMP  INT ¥DS ICT
Kirk Herbatreit n 68 4 TR 506
Bob Hoying 3 | 14 an
OSU Totals nr o9 5 91 s
OPF Totals 148 n L P

Sacks: Kirk Herbatreit 14-88, Bob Hoying 1.9

RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG
Brian Sublein " M6 111
Chris Sandors n I8 153
Codric Ssundors n e 104
Jeft Cothran 10 105 103
Greg Beatty 4 52 10
Puter By not'e 3 W 0o
Joey Galloway 3 M RO
Robert Smith 2 7 B3
Allen DeGralTeneeid 1 17 110
OSU Totals o9 oronas
OFF Towalt ” I 1A
PUNTING NO  ¥YDS AVG TR 120
JoclKessel 4 917 M2 2 #
OSUTowals 24 917 382 2 &
OrFToals 18 1073 383 5 6
PUNT RETURNS NO YARDS AVG
Prian Sublein mn 90 90
Robert Smith 1 n 140
Walter Taylor 1 110
05U Tosals e 92
OPP Totals 6 4 68
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YARDS AVG
Roben Smith 2 35 218
Pailer Ry'not'e 2 31 M0
Chis Sandern 3 56 11D
Clallowny ] n no
Cedric Ssunderns ] 3 50

Luke Fickell
T Lease

Matt Chistopher
Jason Louis

Tito Paul

Robeat Smith
Pete Dockman
Paul Long
Butler By not's
Jell Cothran

Dave Monnot

Tackios fos loss by OSU AM167 smuosunun .
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2 W FIRST DOWNS BS 93
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0 W Penalty 2 [l
310 AVGPER GAMEMUSH 120R V4R
130 AVGPER GAMETFASS 1864 1586
0 24 AVOPER PLAYFASS 63 68
0 10 TOTAL OFFENSH 1551 1537
0o 1 Total Plays M8 N7
0o 2 Aversge Per Game na W4
0 14 Average Per Play 43 46
PFENALTIES-YARDS 326 23174

10 50 (fomse 1523 1.7
7T W Defomae 12126 315
Spocisl Team 111 6al
FUMBLES-LOST 104 1146

TD LG 3 DOWNEFRICIENCY 2979 .73
1 46 Percentage Ja1 0 am
0 4 4ih DOWN EFFICIENCY 45 )4
Percentage 800 750

2 46 SACKS AGAINST 1-102 1597
1M TIMEOF POSSESSION  1501:M 148226
Average Per Game W19 941

SCORING TD EPK EFF FEFR  FG FTS

Tim Williams - < n
Bddiec Goorge 5 - . - M
Hrian Stabloin 2 . 12
Waymont Harrls 2 o1 17
Moben Smith ] L
Jell Cothvan 1 L]
Jocy Gallowsy | L
05U Totals n 1 o1 701 1oe
OFF Teotals 9 446 02 oq 37 73
FGDISTANCE 0-19 30-9  40-49 50+ TOTAL
Tim Williams ¥ 22 3 7
OSU Totale s 22 Lroad rn
PP Tomls ra 21 04 7
FIELD GOAL DISTANCE (711, 636)

Tim Williams (711, 636) LOU 30+, 260, BG 21-,47¢
SYR AR, WIS 36+, ILL 504,23, 254, 294, 44-

MISCELLANEOUS YARDS (FG, FUMBLES)
NO YARDS AVG  TD

osu . -

orr ] % %0 ! 9

INTERCEFTIONS ~ NO YARDS AV(‘ ™ LG

Tio Wakon 2 0
Marlon Kermer 2 5 Mo 0 M
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BSB Quotebook: Illinois 18, Ohio State 16
- OhioState head coach John Cooper’s assessment of the

game: “You can’t make the mistakes we made today and
expecttobeata pretty good team like Ilinois, We fumbled
the ball away twice on the goal line and missed two field
goals. If we score on any one of those plays, it's a different
outcome — we win."

lllinois head coach Lou Tepper’s assessment of the
game: “This was a very big victory for us. I think we are
making progress each week and that is what we're seek-
ing. I'm sure it is a great thrill for our seniors to have
beaten Ohio State five years in a row. It's a great thrill for
us to beatany program that has the stature of Ohio State.”

OSU senior cornerback Bryan Cook on experiencing
his fifth straight loss to the Illini: “There is no justification
in my mind. We were the better team. I'll tell anybody
that; we were better than Illinois. We should have won
that game."”

OSU sophomore safety Walter Taylor on the mood
inside the Buckeye locker room after the game: “It’s very
quiet in there. Everybody is down, a little mad, a little sad.
The seniors are upset because they haven't won over
llinois since they've been here, That's a hard feeling to
deal with,”

OSU junior place-kicker Tim Williams on his two
missed field goals: “I'm more mad at myself for the 31-
yarder I missed at the end of the first half than I am about
the one at the end, On that one, I just opened up too quick
and hooked it. On the last one, I thought it was good. I hit
itreal well; it just started out left and never came back for
me, Good kickers miss Mield goals, It justso happened that
one was to win the game. I didn’t come through.”

Illinois sophomore place-kicker Chris Richardson on
the empathy he felt for Williams: “I feel bad for him. I've
never been in that position yet, and he missed two today.
He could have said if he made either that Ohio State
would have won, But kicking in front of 90,000 people is
a tough way to live.”

OSU offensive coordinator Joe Hollis on the 44-yard
field goal attempt Williams missed at the end of the game:
“We shouldn't have been in that situation to begin with,
But we were. We turned the ball over three times. We
don't turn the ball over three times, we're not in the
position to have to kick a field goal to win it.”

Illinois junior safety JefT Arneson on his first-quarter
fumble recovery and 96-yard touchdown run: “It was
their first drive and they were pretty much blowing us off
the ball, They had firein their eyes. But the fumble sucked
the life out of them and put life into vs."”

Cooper on the same play: “Something like that has
never happened to me in my whole career, We're down on
the one-yard line, driving for a touchdown, and the other
team causes # fumble and takes it all the way back for a
touchdown. Instead of being ahead 7-0, we were behind 7-
0.That's a big, big 14-point swing in a matter of seconds.”

Tepper on the same play: “That was just an isolation
play, which is essentially linemen on linemen and the full-
back on the linebacker. It’s a brutal play. (Illini lineback-
ers) Dana Howard, John Holecek and Aaron Shelby and
the Ohio State fullbacks are probably all a half-inch
shorter right now than they were before the game. It's a
man’s play; it's not for the faint-hearted and there are
some real collisions, We were fortunate enough to make
the play and get the takeaway. It was a big play for us.”

> w2

Tim Williams

Steve Tovar

Arneson on the criticism thathad been leveled against
the Illinois defense prior to the game: “I think maybe
our defense is underrated because we're so young. We
have a lot of young players who are going to be great. In
the rest of the season, [ think we're going to prove some
people wrong and make some plays like we did today.”

Illinois freshman defensive back Tyrone Washington
on his hitin the fourth quarter that caused OSU running
back Eddie George to fumble for the second time:
“From the way I felt after the hit, I was hoping the ball
was coming out. But any time I tackle, I'm surprised if
it doesn't come out. That's the way I try to hit."

Illinois junior tight end Kraig Koester on playing in
front of the Ohio Stadium crowd of 93,982: “It was fun.
It definitely feels good against Ohio State and coming in
here in front of 90,000 people and secing what you can
do. It's only 62 of us against 90,000, and we won."”

lllinois senior quarterback Jeff Kinney on his per-
formance in his first collegiate start: “I was a little
pumped up, but I didn’t think I played all that well. But
we won, and that’s the most important thing. I have a lot
of room for improvement, but that's one of the good
things about athletics. There's always another game.”

Cook on the performance of Kinney: “We did a good
job containing him for the most part. He scrambled a
couple of times and completed a couple of passes he
shouldn’t have, but on the main points, defensively, I
thought we played OK, I thought we played well enough
to win the game, I really expected (former Illini starting
OB Jason) Verduzco to come in the game, but I guess
they felt Kinney was doing the job. He did all right”*

Tepper on the play of OSU quarterback Kirk Herb-
streit: “I've got a lot of respect for Herbstreit. There
werea lotof quarterbacks whowould nothave played on
the ankle he had. I was most impressed with him, In fact,
he was the only Ohio State player I sought out after the
game to talk to,"

OSU defensive coordinator Bill Young on the notion
that the team could collapse in wake of two straight
losses: “We may lose another game; we may lose two or
three more. I don't know. But I do know that we won't
fold our tents. There's too much character on this team
for that to happen. I just know that won't happen.”

OSU senior middle linebacker Steve Tovar’s reply
when asked by a reporter if there was anything he could
point to as the reason for the Buckeyes' flive consecutive
losses to Illinois: “There is no reason for it, at leastin my
mind. That's all I've got to say."

Cook's reply when a reporter asked him what there
was left to play for with any realistic chance to go to the
Rose Bowl gone: “You play because you're a football
player. You never play to lose; you play to win, There's
still a remote chance we can get to the Rose Bowl. But,
regardless of that, we play to win and that's our goal.”

Cooper'sfinal thoughts on the loss: “It was a very, very
tough ball game to lose, as you might imagine. I saw some
bright spots out there today. I thought we moved the ball
pretty well on offense and we played pretty well on
defense for the most part, But our mistakes killed us. We
obviously had high hopes when we started this season,
and we're not in a very good position right now as far as
the Big Ten season is concerned. But we're going to come
back. We're going to fight back and work through this."”




Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1992

Page 16

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Cooper Figures His Team’s Rose Bowl Chances Are Now Remote

Coach Admits Mistakes Cost Bucks Dearly

EDITOR'S NOTE: This football
soason, Buckeye Sports Bulletin will
publish excerpts from Ohio State
hoad comch John Cooper’s post-
game press conferonce. Here is
what per had to say after the
Buckeyes' loss to Illinois.

COOPER: “As you all ean imagine,
it's a tough one to loss. Its a tough one
to lose. We beat ourselves. Illinois
played hard, but it was a game of mis-
takes, I toll our tonm every day that the
team that makes the fewest mistakes
wins. You ean’t turn the ball over twice
on the goal line, and get the ball down
on their end of the field like we did, and
come awny without any points and ex-
pect to beat n good football team, or a
protty good football team like Mlinois.

*“They played hard. After we turned
the ball over the second time, they take
the ball and drive the length of the field
nand, of kick the winning field
goal. Then we come back and miss ours;
so that's the way the game goes.

“Any questions?*

Q. Realistieally, what does this loss
do to your team’s chances in the Big
Ten race?

COOPER: *Well, realistically, it
doesn't put us in good position at
all. You know that. I mean, Wisconsin
has to lose three times now. The other
good teams in the league have to lose
two. 1 t seo anybody beating
Michigan twice, to be honest with you,
unless alips up on them.”

Q. Can you describe what
when Eddie George fumbled in the first
quarter near the line?

COOPER: “We got in our goal-line

set, and of course Eddie is our running
back in that situation and he's done n
good job for us all year. He's scored
touchdowns for us and had three in one
gome ngainst Syracuse. We put him
back in and he put the ball in the end
rone. It was obvious for us to put him
back in on the call that we ran. We had
n sweep called on the goal line and we
didn't block the linebacker. The line-
backer hit Eddie and it resulted in n
fumble.”

Q. On the last possession, after the
final first down, was it your strategy to
run the ball up the middle and set it up
in the middle of the field for a field goal
attempt?

COOPER: “Once we got the ball in

the ball for Timmy (Williams). There
wasn't anything wrong with the dis-
tance. He just hooked it. Onurmﬁ
the ball in field goal range, | di
want to take a negative play,

“Some people — the fans, I guess —
would expect me to throw the football,
but they were blitzing. The one thing
wo didn't want to do was lose

Q. Have
nround like ane in the first quarter

when you were driving for a touchdown,
fumbled and they took it the other way
for m touchdown?
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Q. Did you say anything to Williams
when he missed the field goal?

COOPER: “No, | didn say any-
thing. Well, you know. I asked him how
wide it was. It looked like when he hit
it, it was good.”

Q. It didn't appenr your defense was
much at fault today. It allowed only
nine points in the game. Did you think
it made the adjustments from Inst
woek’s loss to Wisconsin?

COOPER: *The defense played hard.
The only fault 1 had with the defense
was, after Eddie fumbled a second time,
Nlincis did take the ball the le of
the field for the winning field goal. But,
you lum.'ﬂl can understand some-
times why that happens. I'm sure they
had n big letdown. We had just blocked
a punt. It was just one of those things.
If ifs and buts were eandy and nuts,
what a merry Christmas it would be.
We blocked a punt, and most of the time
a punt is going to go backwards, we
#coop it up and score, And it turned out,
it came this way. Kirk (Herbstreit)
made a nice play to Jeff (Cothran) to

play, we fumbled.”
Q. Most of the week, the report was
that Robert Smith would see action only

ayed early in the game.
id you really plan all along to play him

aidn
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hurt again. He came back and tried to
play after that but couldn't do it. That's
why we played Eddie and Raymont
(Harris) the rest of the way at the tail-
back spots.”

Q. With the exception of the
Syracuse game, this offense has not
ncored n lot of points. Has that been a
surprise to you?

COOPER: *Well, I think our in-
ability to score when we get the ball
down in the red zone has hurt us as
much as anything. Again, today we
turned it aver twice down there. You
put two more touchdowns on the board
and you have 30 points.”

Q. When the team focuses on goals of
winning the Big Ten championship and
going to the Rose Bowl, and now it looks
like those goals are not going to be
reached, how do you aveid a total col-
lnpse?

COOPER: “The only thing we can
do, the only thing I talked to our squad
about, was that we're going to have a lot
of people out there on our backs, n lot of

WHY SHOULD
THE RACERS
HAVE ALL
THE FUN?

Limited quantities of
Paramount® bikes are in
stock and ready to hammer.

SERIES 70

people on my back right now, obviously,
and it's a no-win situation. The only
alternative we have is to circle the
wagons, be a close-knit football team,
fight back, have a great week of practice
and hopefully win next week, try to
regroup and have the best kind of sea-
son we can have. If you're a competitor,
you do that.

“I think we have competitors on thia
football team, particularly our seniors.
Our seniors are very devastated right
now because, obviously, we had high
hopes to start the season. As we talked
nbout before, our chances of going to the
Rose Bowl are probably pretty slim be-
cause of two losses, 1 don't know if a
team has ever lost ita first two confer-
ence games and come back and gone to
the Rose Bowl."

Q. What was your evaluation of Il-
linois quarterback Jefl Kinney today?

COOPER: “He did some good things.
Dan Wilkinson got after him a few
times nnd got a lot of preasure on him,
but I thought JelT played a pretty good
ball game.”

Q. Did you keep looking at their
sideline, expecting Jason Verduzco to
come into the gnme?

COOPER: *No. I don't have any con-
trol over their football team. I'm not
worried about who their quarterback is.
I'm sure they have a reason for doi
what they're doing. They have a plan
and I'm sure they're going to stay with
that plan.”

Q. You're now 0-5 agninst Ilinois. Is
there any way to explain that?

COOPER: “Yeah, we've gotten beat
five years in a row. That's the best way
to explain it.”

Q. Some weird things have happened
during the last two games. How can you
put theso things into perspective?

COOPER: “There's nothing easy for
me these days, It's almost like it waan't
meant to be. We got the ball down on
the goal line and, for the firat time ever
in my career, we fumble the ball like we
did, first and goal, and they pick it up
and run it back for a touchdown. After
we get a fumble, we fumbled the ball
agnin and they pick it up. I don’t know;
it was just one of those days.”

Q. Were there any bright spota for
your team today?

COOPER: “Yeah. I'm proud of our

football team. I didn't think we ever
quit in the ball r'nmn. 1 thought we
Inyed hard. thought  Danny
ilkinson played a heckuva football
game. Herbie did some nice things. The
offense is certainly banged up, and I'm
sure theyll get their share of criticism
this week, but I can’t fault guys like
Alan Kline and Jason Winrow who are
living in the training room all week and
playing injured on Saturday and doing
the best they can. I thought (Brian)
Stablein played a good ball game. Some
others E:fa on defense, I'm sure, played
a good ball game.”

Q. After the Syracuse game, could
you have ever dreamed the next two
games would have turned out like they
have?

COOPER: “No. I thought we'd win
the game today. I thought we had n
good week of practice and I thought
wa'd come back home and win today. 1
never go into a game thinking I'm going
to lose. I've never been in a ball game
yeot that I didn't think we had a chance
to win. Obviously, I never went to Wis-
consin thinking they’d beat us and
certninly didn't go out there today
thinking we'd lose the ball game.”
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Perhaps The Time Has Come For OSU To Explore Its Options

Sometimes it's easy to blame a foot-
ball coach for a loss. Maybe the team
was not properly motivated or the gnme
plan was poorly conceived. Maybe the
conch made a bad decision at some criti-
cal point during the contest to cost hia
team a victory.

In Ohio State’s 18-16 loas to Ilinois,
I'm not sure John Cooper was to blame.
The team looked much more motivated
than against Wisconsin. The game plan
seomed effective, both on offense and
dofense, Cooper didn't fumble the ball.
He didn't miss any field goals,

But there is no escaping the fact,
whether it was his fault or not, that the
game marked an unprecodented fifth
straight loss to Illinois and left the
Buckeyen alone in last place in the Big
Ten conference. Most likely, the Rose
Bowl will again have to wait another
year, And there is no escaping the foct
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that John Cooper is in trouble.

If you've meot Cooper, you know he's
a nice guy. His career record would
seem to indicate he's a good football
conch who runs n clean program. Yet
sometimes, for whatever reasons, things
just don't work out. Sometimes the
chemistry for a person and a job just
isn't right.

Over the last four-plus seasons,
Coaper hoa been painting himself into a
corner. And now, whether he was to
blame for the loss to Illinois or not, he
scoms to have his back against the wall,

Cooper’s relationship with the aver-
nge fan is quite definitely strained. It's
getting harder and harder to point to
improvement on the field or in the
standings ns o justification for his con-
tinued stay at OSU,

There is plenty of football left to be
played this senson, and Cooper and his
tenm can definitely still salvage some-
thing positive from this campaign. Un-
fortunately, more losses, especinlly a
fifth straight defeat at the hands of
Michigan, are also still possible.

Sure, the decision to retain or
remove Cooper ultimately lies with
athletic director Jim Jones and OSU

resident Gordon Gee, not fans or mem-
ra of the medin. But Jones and Gee
have to look at the relationship between
Cooper and the fans and media in
evaluating his situation.

If things continue the way they are
going this season, there is no reason to
wait for donations and recruiting to suf-
fer. There is also no reason to base a de-
cigion on what the preas or people
across the country might think if the
administration makes a move, What's
important is what the OSU alumni and
the people of Ohio think, and many of
them don't think too well of the Ohio
State football program right now.

I think the powers that be at OSU
need to at least start exploring their fu-
ture opti
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WHILE WE'RE talking about
Cooper, let's talk about his accusers a
little bit, as well.

After the loss to Wisconsin, many of
the Cooper-bashers pointed to the fact
that Raymont Harris, not Eddie George,
was in on the failed two-point conver.
sion attempt against the Badgers. Well,
Goorge was in on goalline situations
against Nlinois and coughed up the ball
twice. Whao's to say he would have done

PROPERT
 FULLY STAFFED RENTAL OFFICE ® APARTMENTS
 ON SITE MANAGEMENT @ 24 HR. MAINTENANCE SERVICE

294-5511

better than Harris agninst Wisconsin?

I was nlso surprised at how many
Buckeye fans were critieal of Cooper's
use of sore-nnkled Kirk Herbatreit over
Bob Hoying in the Wisconsin game.

There are n lot of reasons that the
Buckeyes lost to the Badgers — and to
the [lini for that matter. But Kirk
Herbatreit was not one of them.

It's hard to complain about a
quarterback who is completing 60 per-
cent of his passes. And on n team in
desperate need of leadership, Herbatreit
is definitely a leader.

There is no queation, however, that
the offense is more effective when
Herbatreit is more mobile, like he was
against Ilincis. There is also no ques-
tion that the Buckeyes need to get
Hoying some game action. Perhaps the
opportunity will present itsell ngninst
Northwestern. Then agnin, with the
way the Bucks have been playing, they
better not be taking that opportunity
for granted. After all, the Bucks cur-
rently trail Northwestern in the stand.
ings.

JUST AS it was difficult to find
someone who didn't play well ngainst
Syracuse, it was difficult to find a lot of
people who didn't make mistakes
against Ilinois. The Bucks are proof
that you win as a team and you lose as
0 team.

1 am troubled by the way opponents
have been able to drive the ball agninst
the OSU defense, the team’s strength.

In the Louisville game, the Cardinals
marched 67 yards on 12 plays at the
end of the game and, but for a failed
two-point conversion, would have won.
Wisconsin had three long scoring drivea
in the second half of its victory.

Minois ate up over e¢ight minutes in
the fourth quarter on its 86-yard scor-
ing march following George's second
fumble. Not only did the Nlini score the
winning points, but they nlso kept the
08U offense, an offense that had moved
the ball much of the day, off the field.
The Bucks ended up with only one op-
portunity to score the winning points,
an opportunity that ended with Tim
Willinma' missed field goal attempt.

During drives like the ones mounted
by Louisville, Wisconsin and Ilinois,
somebody on the OSU defense has to
step up and make a big play. That's
what winning football is all about.
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making the pw- on defense was “Big
Daddy®" Dan Wilkinson. Buckeye fans
may be watching the birth of a star as
they watch Big Daddy. It'a probably
been since the days of Jerome Foster
that the Bucks have had as dominant
an interior defensive lineman as
Wilkinson in shaping up to be.

But before Buckeye fans get too
ouphorie, they should remember that
the last colorful defender OSU had,
Alonzo Spellman, never really equaled
his freshman efforts and was ofl to the
NFL following his junior campaign.

Hopefully, the Bucks will get more
out of Big Daddy than Zo-Man.

Another star in the making might be
Chris Sanders. As mentioned in this
space proviously, Sanders is helping fill
the big-play void left the injured
Joey Galloway. Sanders had a 23-yard
reception against the Illini and also ran
for 24 yards on a reverse, bringing back
memaories of Gallowny's 50.yard scoring
jnunt against Louisville. Should Gal-
loway recover from his knee injury, he
and Sanders could make a dynamic dou-
ble threat for the Bucks next year.

WITH OSU seemingly out of the
Rose Bowl race, there was some ques.
tion as to how the Buckeyes would be
able to get motivated the rest of the sea-

#on.

I would hope that playing for pride
would be motivation enough for the
Bucks.

TOLEDO AREA Buckeye fans will
have a chance to show their spirit when
the OSU Marching Band comes. to
Oregon Clay High School Oct. 23,

*“The Best Damn Band In The Land®
will perform under the direction of Dr,
Jon Woods in the school gymnasium at
6 p.m. and then will perform before the
Clay-Fremont Roas football game, as
well as at halftime.

As n specinl treat, the band will per-
form the famous *"Seript Ohio® during
the pregame festivities.

The event is sponsored by the OSU
Alumni Club of Lueas County, with pro-
ceeds going to the club's scholarship
fund for aren students, Tickets are $6
for the concert and $4 for the game and
may be purchnsed nt Collins & Parker,
2514 Woodville Road in Oregon, or by
contacting Kevin Kwintkowski at (419)
691-5684.

Contest Winners
Are Announced

Harry Reed of Wellsville, Ohio, was
the winner of BSB's Subscribers’ Spe-
cial Contest and its prize of an OSU-
linois football weekend.

Reed won two tickets to the game, as
well as two nights at the beautiful
Courtyard by Marriott. He also won
dinner for two at the popular
Houlihan's in The Continent, and din-
ner for two at Ricarda’s, serving fine
Italian food since 1949,

Earlior this season, Harry Huskey of
Reynoldsburg, Ohio, was chosen the
winner of the Football Fantasy Trip #1,
sponsored by Big Bear and BSH.

Huskey won a trip for two with
Buckeye Boosters to the OSU-Syracuse
game that included tickets, air fore,
hotel and more.,



