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Buckeyes Set Record With Fifth Straight Season-Ending Defeat

Bowl Loss Has No Effect On Cooper’s Status
- Y .

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

As Ohio State president Gordon Gee
stood in the press box shaking hands
with members of the media covering the
Florida Citrus Bowl, there was some-
thing familiar about him.

The smile was back.

The usually affable Gee had turned
grim during the last few days of the
1992 football season as rumors circu-
lated that he would have to dismiss
head coach John Cooper if the Buckeyes
did not beat Michigan and win their
bowl game.

But in the wake of OSU's 13-13 tie
with Michigan and a favorable review of
Cooper by athletic director Jim Jones,
Gee could return to his smiling self,
even though the Buckeyes dropped a
21-14 decision to Georgia in the Citrus
Bowl.

“That's all behind us,” Gee told
reporters. “John Cooper is our coach, he
will remain our coach, and we won't say
we'll evaluate him any more.”

And had the Buckeyes been soundly
defeated by the Bulldogs?

“If we had gotten beat by two or
three touchdowns,” Gee said, “we would
have gotten beat by two or three touch-
downs.”

Cooper signed a new four-year con-
tract in July that runs through the 1995
season. He will return to Ohio State for
a sixth year as head coach next season,
making him only the fith man in his-
tory to last that long with the Buckeyes.

Woody Hayes coached for 28 seasons,
followed by John Wilce with 16, Earle
Bruce with nine and Francis Schmidt
with seven.

THE BUCKEYES set a dubious
school record with the loss to Georgia. It
marked the fifth straight season in
which they had finished the year with a
loss, the first time that has ever hap-
pened in school history.

The last time Ohio State won a sea-
son finale was in 1987, when the Buck-
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Ohno Stntc tailback Robert Smith (26) mmblcs through a gnpmg hole in thc Gcorglu defense for hxs
second touchdown of the Citrus Bowl, a five-yard scamper that tied the game 14-14 in the third
quarter. Smith rushed for a team- hlgh 112 yards, caught two passes for 49 yards and scored two
touchdowns for the Buckeyes, but it wasn’t enough as Georgia prevailed by a 21-14 score.

eyes upset Michigan 23-20 in Bruce's
final game as head coach. The Buckeyes
finished 6-4-1 that year and did not go
to a bowl.

The bowl loss also ran the team’s
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postseason losing streak to four. The
Buckeyes haven't won a bowl game
since beating Texas A&M 28-12 in the
Cotton Bowl following the 1986 season.

The loss in the Citrus Bowl dropped
Ohio State's overall bowl record to 11-
14 and equaled a school mark for four
straight bowl losses. The Buckeyes'
other four-game bowl drought occurred
from 1978-80 with consecutive losses in
the Sugar, Gator, Rose and Fiesta bowls
to Alabama, Clemson, Southern Cal and
Penn State, respectively.

Despite the end-of-the-season slide,
the Buckeyes still achieved some things
this season they never had under

Cooper.
The 8-3-1 overall record was the best
in the coach’'s five-year tenure.

Likewise, the Buckeyes finished the
season ranked among the country’s top
25 teams for the first time in five sea-
sons under Cooper.

OSU SENIOR middle linebacker
Steve Tovar finished his career in style,
registering a team-high nine tackles
against the Bulldogs.

It was also his devastating sack of
Georgia quarterback Eric Zeier in the
fourth quarter that caused a fumble and
led to the Buckeyes' getting a chance for
a go-ahead score.

However, Tovar admitted to having
some problems early in the game, trying
to adjust to Georgia’s overall team
speed.

“T don't think you can simulate the
kind ‘of speed ‘that™ they had,” Tovar

said. “I think we tried to in practice,
and we worked hard. But in certain
situations, they just seemed to have too
much speed.”

Tovar especially singled out the play
of Georgia running back Garrison
Hearst, who gained 163 yards and
scored two touchdowns to win game
most valuable player honors.

After trying to chase Hearst all over
the field, Tovar gave him some high
praise. Despite playing against backs
such as Anthony Thompson of Indiana,
Tico Duckett of Michigan State, Nick
Bell of Iowa, and Ricky Powers and
Tyrone Wheatley of Michigan, Tovar
said Hearst eclipsed them all.

“I've played against some good backs
over the years,” the OSU linebacker
said. “He's probably most like Vaughn
Dunbar of Indiana, except Hearst is a
lot faster, a lot quicker and a better
athlete. I think very highly of Vaughn
Dunbar and what he did in the Big Ten,
but definitely, over my career, I think
Garrison may be the best I've ever
faced.”

FOR SOMEONE who had perform-
ed above and beyond the call of duty all
season, it was tough to watch quarter-
back Kirk Herbstreit struggle through-
out the game with his passing control.

Several times, Herbstreit was victim-
ized by dropped balls. But there were
many other times when he simply over-
:hrcw potential receivers by several
cet.



As a result, he completed only eight
of 24 attempts for 110 yards, his worst
completion percentage of the year and
his second lowest yardage total.

“For some reason, | was pressing a
little bit,” Herbstreit explained. “I really
couldn’t find my groove. I was trying to
loosen up on the sideline and I just
couldn’t do it. Also, mix that in with
them doing a good job of covering our
people downfield.”

Herbstreit's longest completion of the
day was his screen pass to tailback
Robert Smith in the fourth quarter, a
catch-and-run play that covered 45
yards. His next longest completion was
a 17-yarder to senior split end Brian
Stablein on the second play of the game.

Herbstreit's favorite target all sea-
son, Stablein was sidelined late in the
second quarter by strained knee liga-
ments. He was coming over the middle
on a third-down play and was hit hard
by a Georgia defender, knocking him
out of action for the rest of the day.

“That hurt us tremendously just be-
cause of the fact that Brian has been
there all year for me,” Herbstreit said.
“Whenever it's third and five or 10, nine
times out of 10, we're going to Stablein.
To lose him early in the game really
hurt us. I'd be lying if I said it didn’t.

“The other guys stepped up and did a
good job. Greg Beatty and Chris
Snndorl and Allen DeGraffenreid all
did a good job for us. But it really hurt
not to have Brian in there.”

Herbstreit entered the game having
completed 61.3 percent of his passes for
the season, just ahead of Jim Karsatos,
who set the school record in 1985 by
completing 61.2 percent of his attempts.
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However, Herbstreit's day against
the Bulldogs dropped his season per-
centage to 58,7, still the third-best
mark among OSU quarterbacks who
have attempted 200 passes or more in a
n'n}g’llo season.

e also finished the year with 1,904
yards passing, the 10th-highest single-
season total in school history.

DESPITE FAILING to click much
of the day in the passing game, Ohio
State still managed to total 289 total
yards of offense. That includes 179
yards on the ground, about 15 more
than the Bulldogs gave up on the aver-
age during the regular season.

Still, one member of the Buckeye of-
fense thought his team should have got-
ten even more yardage.

“I think we were a little inconsistent
on offense today,” said OSU tailback
Robert Smith. “Georgia is very quick up
front defensively, and we had a little
trouble. Not just the linemen, but a
couple of times, (fullback) Jeff (Cothran)
and I had a little trouble where exactly
we should make a cut. It was an in-
consistent day for us offensively.”

Smith was on the receiving end of
that 45-yard screen pass in the fourth
quarter, easily Ohio State’s most excit-
ing offensive play of the game.

He got excellent blocks on the play
from several teammates, including cen-
ter Paul Long, tackle Alan Kline, tight
end Cedric Saunders and Cothran, and
appeared for a while like he might take
the play all the way for a touchdown.

When asked to explain what hap-
pened on the play, Smith replied, “I
caught the ball and ran and was tired
afterward. I didn't think I was going to

go all the way because I was pretty well
gone there at the end.

“I don’t know what to say. It's a play
that we work on every day, but it's
never worked like that when I've been
in there. I really can’t say that play
more than any other one got us going. I
think every play you hope for a big gain.
It was just another play.”

It turned out to be Smith’s last play
from scrimmage in an Ohio State
uniform. Three plays later, Herbstreit
and Cothran mishandled an exchange
and fumbled, a turnover the Bulldogs
eventually turned into the game-
winning touchdown.

Smith got his hands on the football

only once more in the game, returning a
punt 12 yards in the final seconds.
Three days after the game, he announc-
ed his intention to forgo his final two
years of college eligibility to go pro.

His final college game was a good
one — 112 yards and two touchdowns
on 25 carries, two pass receptions for 49
yards and 28 more yards on kick
returns.

He refused any comment on his fu-
ture plans after the game, but when a
reporter asked him if he would be
satisfied with his performance if it was
his last at OSU, Smith replied, “No. We
}ou, and I'm never satisfied with a
08s."”
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Coach Also Credits Bulldogs As An ‘Excellent Football Team’

Cooper Laments Buckeyes” Missed Chances

EDITOR'S NOTE: This football
season, Buckeye Sports Bulletin will
publish excerpts from Ohio State
head coach John Cooper’s post-
game press conference. Here is
what Cooper had to say after the
Buckeyes' loss in the Citrus Bowl to
Georgia.

COOPER: “Let me start by saying
how much we appreciate the op-
portunity to come down here and play
in this great bowl game. Everything
here has been first-class from the time
we got here. The hospitality, all the at-
tractions, practice facilities, the game
itself; everything was great except for
the outcome of the game. Obviously, we
would have loved to have won the game.

“I told my football team I was proud
of them. I thought we had a good year.
Certainly, we would have loved to have
won the game today, but sometimes you
have to give credit to the other team,
and I think that's the case today.
Georgia is an excellent football team.
There is no question that their skilled
athletes are outstanding.

“(Wide receiver Andre) Hastings is
an outstanding football player. Garrison
Hearst is every bit as good as ad-
vertised. I think he was probably the
difference in the game today. Time after
time, it looked like we had them backed
up, and he was able to break tackles.

“They moved the football on us. They
were able to keep the ball. I don't have
the stats in front of me, but I'm sure
they possessed the football much longer
than we did today.

“We had our opportunities. I really
thought when we had the football, after
we forced a turnover, and Robert
(Smith) made that nice run on the
screen pass, we were going to win the
game. It was third down and about 10,
and our thinking was to run the trap
play.

“It was a trap where you check at the
line of scrimmage which way you're

going to run it, whether it's going to be
right or

left, and apparently our
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Tl::ﬁ:k; to blocks from offensive linemen Steve Roberts (H‘t). Alec Millen ({;entor) and Piul Taylor
(right), Georgia running back Garrison Hearst has a huge hole to run through during Citrus Bowl

"

action New Year's Day. Hearst made the most of this hole and many more like it to rush for 163
yards and two TDs, earning game most valuable player honors and leading the Bulldogs to victory.

fullback did not hear the audible at the
line of scrimmage and went the wrong
way. Then, of course, we mishandled
the ball, turned it over, and from that
point on, it was pretty much Georgia's
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game. They moved the ball down the
field, scored with about four and a half
minutes left to go in the game.

“We debated whether we were going
to punt the ball on our last possession,
actually our next-to-last possession. We
punted the football and took our
timeouts, but we didn't stop them as
quickly as we thought we would. We
should have (stopped them) because
they had a second down and long. But
they ran the ball for a first down; so
give them a lot of credit. They're a good
football team.

“I thought (quarterback Eric) Zeier
did an outstanding job throwing the
football today. Their ability to throw the
football and our inability to throw it, I
thought, was probably the difference in
the ball game. We lost (split end Brian)

Stablein with an injury fairly early in
the game.”

Q. Was the fumble your team had
the key point in the game, or were there
others you could point to that caused
the loss?

COOPER: “Well, I thought (the fum-
ble) took the momentum away from us.
I thought, had we scored there, we
would have had a chance to go up on top
of them for the first time. It seemed like
we were playing catch-up all day. They
took the opening drive, their first pos-
session, right down the field and scored.
Then they took the opening possession
of the second half and scored. So after
that, I thought had we scored instead of
fumbling, who knows? It might have
been a different ball game.”

Q. On that play, what was the
quarterback seeing that caused him to

/O
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audible at the line of scrimmage?

COOPER: “No, it was a trap. I
called a trap play because it was third
down and a passing situation, and our
thinking was, Let’s try to pop the trap.
Let's try to pop Jeff Cothran up the
middle.” Even if he doesn't make the
first down, we'd still be in good position
to kick the field goal. So the play was
called in the huddle. The only thing
called at the line is which direction the
play is going, and the fullback just went
the wrong way. He didnt hear the
count.”

Q. Was Georgia much better
defensively than you had anticipated?

COOPER: “No. I think Georgia is a
good defensive football team. They'd
only been giving up 12.8 points per
game this year and that's indicative of
what kind of team they are. They run
well. I thought their safety, (Greg)
Tremble, made a lot of nice plays there
today coming up with support on the
running plays.”

Q. They seemed to have a pretty
good day pressuring your quarterback
as well. Was that a surprise?

COOPER: “Well, Georgia has good
athletes, They've always played good
defense. I think they're better offensive-
ly than they are defensively, but they're
not a bad defensive football team. Any
time you win nine football games in the
Southeastern Conference, I don't care
who you play, you're a good team.”

Q. Before the game, you talked about
Georgia's capabilities of scoring quickly.
Yet their first score came after a 14-
play drive that went 80 yards and
lasted over six minutes. Did that take a
lot out of your team early?

COOPER: “I don't know if that took
a lot out of our team. The fact that we
were down 7-0 and they kept the foot-
ball for long periods of time was a big-
ger problem. I think you have a
tendency to maybe ... panic is not the
right word ... but you have a tendency
to think that you have to do the same
thing. You have to take it and go score
real quick. When we were patient, we

USED
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were able to line up and run the football
against them.”

Q. What happened with your passing
game today?

COOPER: “Unfortunately, we did
not throw the football as well today as
we have against some other teams. You
know, we can sit here and look for a lot
of excuses and all that kind of stuff, but
we just didn't get it done. We didn't pro-
tect our quarterback as well as we have
on occasion. You can give them credit,
or you can say we didn't throw and
catch the football. We dropped some
passes today; we didn't throw the ball
as well as we have in some other
games.”

Q. Assess the way your defense
played today.

COOPER: “We would have liked to
have played better defense. I think you
have to give them credit. As I men-
tioned earlier, Hastings is a great
player and, certainly, Garrison Hearst
is a tremendous running back. He's a
great back.”

Q. What was your defensive game

plan?
COOPER: “We wanted to try and
force them to throw the ball. As I men-
tioned earlier, I think what was proba-
bly the difference in the game today
was their ability to throw and our in-
ability to execute the passing game.
They converted some key plays, some
key third-down situations. At one time
during the game, they went exclusively
to the shotgun and a no-huddle offense.
Again, I thought Zeier did an outstand-
ing job throwing ‘the football. I don't
know what his stats were. I haven't
seen those yet, but I thought he did a
nice job throwing the ball.”

Q. Assess Robert Smith's perform-
ance today and answer whether or not
you believe he will return next season.

COOPER: “Robert played a good
ball game. Of course, that screen pass
gave us a chance to win the game.
Certainly, I hope he comes back. I hope
every one of our football players comes
back. I think they should stay in school
and graduate if they have a chance.”
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The Numbers Game

Bulldogs 21, Buckeyes 14

GEORGIA 7 0 7 7 21
OHIO STATE 0 7 1 0 14

UGA — Hearst, 1 run (Peterson kick) 6:48

OSU — Rob Smith, 1 run (T.Williams kick) 1:17

UGA — Hearst, 5 run (Peterson kick) 13:27

OSU = Rob Smith, 5 run (T.Williams kick) 3:31

UGA — Harvey, 1 run (Peterson kick) 4:32

Att, — 65,861

UGA OSuU

First Downs 26 18
Rushing 11 12
Passing 13 5
Penalty 2 1
Rushes-Yards 49-202 47-179
Passing Yards 242 110
Passes 31.21.0 24-8-1
Plays 80 7
Total Net Yards 444 289
Third Down Efficiency 10-16 6-16
Punts 6-39.0 8-37.1
Fumbles-Lost 2.2 1-1
Penalties 3.30 5-35
Time Of Possession 31:01 28:59

Individual Statistics 5.14: Harvey
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:ngzso}l'o[rNg-((g; %.S}U\:df.lo)b Smith 26-112; Harris 7.38; By'not'e 4-17; Cothran 3

Ho?;‘\gggim .Comp.-Int..Yds.TD) — UGA: Zolor 31-21.:0-242:0. OSU: Horbstroit 24«
b RECE 13; Strong 3:20; Mitchell 2-39; Bohan-

IVIN Yds.) = UGA: Hastings 8:1 |
norF;:-giE Guhgri\R;-cl.BY:g'.hLmn 1.13; Etheridge 1.10; Harvey 1.6; Heoarst 1-(-2), OSU: Rob

" n n 1.6.
Smith 249; Stabloin 2-31; Saunders 2-16; Beatty l'gb%?;‘%%su: Kossel 5:37,1-53

UNT . .Lg.) = UGA: Armstrong 6+ : oo
;Umnlgg’lss;NAsv%ﬁ:.“-)\vg.-Lg.) UGA: Hastings 1-6,0.6. OSU: Taylor 1-17.0:17; Rob
S L RETURNS (No.-Avg-Lg) UGA: Hastings 327,049, 0SU: Bynote 1.26.0-
20: Rob B FUMBLES RECOVERED BY — UGA: T.Jones. OSU; RBrown, G Smith.
5 —_ ‘M.J . O8U: None. .

m&%%?&%N&BSUEAUCn ';:ri‘.ot;nvh (), Harrel, Godfrey, Daniols. O8U: Tovar (2),
O kL é‘?éﬁt'f‘ﬂ‘.’?.?m — UGA: Chris Wilson 7:2.9; Godlrey 2-6:8; Ir:‘r‘n:: 82,
w dA:H!-O' Barnum 3-2.6; M.Davis 2-3-5; Harrel 3:0-3; MJO'\GI 2{ 01 l:loduor LO-!;

ard 3 Daniols 1-1:2; Owens 1:0-1; Muschamp 1-0-1; Evans 1.0.3 2 MCRE ioret
Daa 1 0.1: P;i ib 1.0-1; Fouch 1-0-1; Chad Wilson 0-1-1; Clemons 0-].-1.z - P;;wcll s
Danld L0 N Cook 6.2.6; Harper 6-17; G.Smith 6-1.7 MWilliams 4:2:8 T8 950t
H bll:n‘?ll:hl; Walton 3:0+3; Wilkinson 2:0-2; Foster 2.0.2; Paul 1.0-1;

illiams 1-0-1; Taylor 0.1.1; Borchers 0:1+1,

St
T.

Frioe

Spaghetti House & Pizzeria

[° U —— - — -y

2941 N. High St. : By Ons Dl :
262' 7 747 | Get Second Dinner |
Serving : !
Monday | KFREE |
Thru I I
Saturday : Dining Room :
1Ta.m.to 10 p.m. ! Only oo |

e - —— -

Clintonville's Family Italian Restaurant

RUSHING ATT GAIN LOST NET AVG TD LG orr osu
Robert Smith 147 858 39 B19 56 10 64 FIRST DOWNS 209 28
Raymont Harris 106 486 23 46) 44 5 25 Rushing 9% 1N
Jolf Cothran 98 421 1) 410 42 3 40 Passing 102 9
Butler By'not'e 8295 12 283 49 1 3 Penalty "6
Eddie George 3 1% 14 176 48 5 60 AVGPERGAMERUSH 1285 1860
Jooy Galloway 1 50 0 50 500 | S50 AVOPERGAMEPASS 1831 1635
William Houston 9 25 0 25 28 1 12 AVGPER PLAY/PASS 61 7l
Brian Stablein 2 23 0 23 115 0 13 TOTAL OFFENSE 3739 4194
Chuis Sanders 3 Moo o2 073 0 Total Plays 811 819
Bob Hoying s 7 17 0 20 0 S Averago Per Game 3116 3495
Kirk Herbstreit 7% 182 21 29 .4 0 24 Averago Per Play 46 51
OSU Toials 41 257 30 2232 4l 26 64 PENALTIES-YARDS 71:595 §5:390
OPP Totals WS 1956 A4 1342 34 137 Offense 31231 25472
Defense 24:221 19-142
PASSING ATT COMP INT YDS PCT TD LG Special Teams 16-143 1176
Kirk Herbstrelt 264188 6 1904 587 4 54  FUMBLES-LOST 177 179
Bob Hoying 14 ] 1 58 571 4 15 3rd DOWN EFFICIENCY 68178 68-170
OSU Totals 278 163 71962 58 5 54 Percentage J82 400
OPP Totals 363199 19 2197 548 5 58 4h DOWNEFFICIENCY  7-14 913
. Percontago 300 692
Sacks: Kirk Herbstroit 27167, Bob Hoying 215 SACKS BY 29182 30-237
TIME OF POSSESSION  347:56 372:04
RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG TD LG AvngoPorOamo  28:39 31101
Brian Stablein 53 643 1201 2 46 SCORING  TD EPK KPP EPR FG TS
Cedric Saunders 28 M2 122 0 38 Tim Willlams NETB T 1629 M
Chris Sanders 2 360 164 0 54 Robert Smith 10 . o . 0
Jelf Cothran 19 207 109 0 28 Eddic George ] . .3
Greg Deauy 14 153 109 2 25 RaymontMarris § 01 A T
Robert Smith 9 LI N 0 45 JeIf Cothran 3 . T ]
Allen DeGralfenreld 6 65 108 0 I8 Greg Deauy 2 12
Dutler By'not'e 6 62 103 0 13 Drian Suablein 2 . 12
Jooy Galloway 3l 24 80 0 17 Buder Dynote | 6
D, J. Jones 1 110 0 11 JooyGalloway | 6
Raymont Harris ! 9 90 0 9 William Houston | 6
Joe Meuger 1 220 12 Joo Mewger 1 6
OSU Totals 163 1962 120 S 54 TioPaul | . . .6
OPF Totals 199 97 110 5 38 OSUToals n o 04 16:29 271
OPP Totals 20 1306 12 02 211 158
PUNTING NO  YDS AVG T 120 DK LG % includes safety
JoclKessel 4 1915 355 7 17 0 5
OSUTowals 54 1915 355 7 17 0 S} FGDISTANCE 029 30.39 40-49 50+ TOTAL
OPPTowals 71 2528 356 11 13 5 62 Tim Willlams 710 610 26 13 16
0SU Totals 200 640 24 13 1629
PUNT RETURNS ~ NO YARDS AVG TD LG 0PP Totals 35 1412 71
by g 10 % 63 020 \\rpRCEPTIONS  NO YARDS AVG TD LG
y 9 87 97 0 18
Robert Smith 3 40 133 o 18 RogerHamer 4 17 43 0 W
Tito Paul | 28 280 1 17 DBryanCook 3. N W1 0u
Steve Tovar | 17 170 0 17 Chico Nelson 3 18 60 0 18
Jason Louls | 1o o TimWalon 2 985 09
OSU Totals 3 a2 91 | 20 MaonKemer 1 2% 0%
OPP Totals 9 m 82 0 2 SeveTow 1 L ns 03
Walier Taylor 1 51510 0 8
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YARDS AVG TD LG Jyson Louls | 0 200 0 20
Robert Smith 8 197 246 0 M prontJohnson 1 10 100 0 10
Buter By'not'e 7 191 213 0 43 O§U Towals 19 302 159 0 %9
Chris Sanders ) 51170 0 18 opp Towls 7 60 86 0 )37
Roger Harper 2 40 200 0 27
Cedric Saunders 2 16 80 0 11 SCOREBYQUARTERS
Jooy Galloway 1 2 20 0 1 2 3 4 TOTAL AVG
OSU Totals 20 517 25 0 43 Opponent 24 53 47 M 158 132
OPP Toials 50 80 166 0 49 OhioSwae 57 89 58 67 m 26

DEFENSE SOLO  AST  TOT TAC.LOSSES  QNSACK PhU  FC FR TDS DK
Steve Tovar 7 55 128 1141 32 4 s I - BPAT
Bryan Cook 48 2 70 23 . 4 S | 1 .
Creg Smith 35 34 69 729 n 2 1 . .
Chico Nelson 1} » o8 14 . 2 1 . . -
Roger Harper i 29 66 26 . 0 . I .
Mark Willlams r 39 66 26 . | 3 1 . .
Tim Walion M 20 54 13 . + L | 2 .
Craig Powell n 16 47 . . | 3 . . .
Dan Wilkinson 26 20 46 10583 0.5.04 | . .
Jason Simmons 30 It} a4 14.62 540 I . .
Derrick Foster 18 20 38 642 4 | 1 .
Lorenzo Styles 2 9 N 417 9 . . . .
Walier Taylor 18 10 28 I . 3 | | T
Marlon Kerner 17 8 25 . ) | .
Randall Brown 14 9 2) 6.5:3) 4529 2 O | .
Alex Rodriguez 13 6 19 213 213 .
Brent Johnson 7 7 14 . . | .
Tito Paul 12 | 13 ] PTeT
Tom Lease 5 ] 6 .
Jason Louls 5 | 6 114 T
Mau Bonhaus 2 2 4 . .
Peie Beckman 3 ] 3l 110
* Luke Fickell 0 ) 3 . .
“Team® 2 0 2 215 1-10

Two Total Tackles (1 solo, | assist): Jof Cothran, Dave Monnot, Tim Patillo
One Solo Tackle: Dutler Dy'note, Mau Christopher, Paul Long, Mait McCoy, Drad Pope, Robea Smiw,

Rod Smith, Tim Williams (has ong touchdown save) Tuekles for loss by OSU 74,385
One Astist Tackle: Jim Dorehers, €. ). Kelly, Joel Heawe! Sacks by OSU 30297
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Players Go About Making Announcements In Different Ways

Smith, Harper Dec1de To Bolt To NFL Draft

Al

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The whispers and rumors turned
into reality a few days after the Citrus
Bowl as Ohio State tailback Robert
Smith and strong safety Roger Harper
decided to throw their hats into the
NFL draft ring.

The two players became only the sec-
ond and third Buckeye football players
ever to voluntarily leave school to make
themselves eligible for the NFL draft.
Defensive lineman Alonzo Spellman be-
came the first to do so last year, wind-
ing up with a multimillion dollar con-
tract after being a first-round selection
of the Chicago Bears.

Smith, a 6-2, 195-pounder, left with
two years of eligibility remaining, while
Harper, a 6-4, 224-pound defender,
would have been entering his senior
season with the Buckeyes.

Both went about their announce-
ments in different ways, with Harper
holding a press conference and enter-
taining questions and Smith releasing a
short statement through the Ohio State
sports information office.

“I love football and the opportunity
to play the game at the highest level
must be seized,” Smith said in his state-
ment, “Therefore, I am making myself
available for this year's National Foot-
ball League draft. Thank you."

A draft of the statement was
reportedly delivered to the umvorsn.y by
Smith’s teammate and fellow running
back Raymont Harris.

One day later, during a news confer-
ence in the office of a Columbus law
firm, Harper said, “I feel confident and
secure about my decision. This was not
an easy decision. After consultation
with my family, I am sure I have made
the best decision.”

Both players contributed heavily to
the Buckeyes’ 8-3-1 season, with Smith
leading the team in rushing with 819
yards and Harper leading the squad
with four interceptions and 66 tackles,

Robert Smith

third highest among secondary mem-
bers and tying him for fifth-best on the
team.

Since rumors of Smith and Harper
leaving early for the pros had been
around for a couple of weeks, the deci-
sions by both players were not shockers
to OSU head coach John Cooper.

“I've always said if they can go in the
first round, they should go,” he said.
“But if it's any lower than that, then
they should come back. I believe players
should stay in school and get their de-
grees. I wish both of them the best of
luck and appreciate all they've done for
Ohio State.”

A scout for one NFL team, who spoke
with BSB on the condition of
anonymity, said that both Smith and
Harper are taking chances that they
will be first-round selections.

“In each case, I think the players
would have been better served with one
more year of college ball,” the scout told
BSB. “There are many, many marquee
players out there this year, and many
more of them are underclassmen.

“Don’t get me wrong. Both players

CONTINENTAL ATHLETIC CLUB
Your Resolution Solution!
SAVE 75 NOW

* Personalized fitness
programs to help you lose
weight, shape up and tone.

+ Friendly, clean atmosphere.
* Most comprehensive

athletic facility.

SAVE NOW!

Located in the Continent
Rt. 161 & Busch Blvd.

846-8400

Roger Harper

have had very good careers as college
players, and both are very capable of
doing well at the scouting combines.
Where they are selected in the upcom-
ing draft could very well be dictated by
how well they actually do at those com-
bines.”

The scout refused to speculate on the
round in which either player would be
taken, but offered, “I think both will
probably be long gone by the end of the
third round.”

Smith finished his OSU career with
1,945 yards rushing, 14th on the
school’s all-time list. He set a school
freshman season record in 1990 with
1,126 yards and earned United Press In-
ternational national freshman player of
the year honors.

Harper wound up with 157 career
tackles, 10 pass deflections and seven
interceptions. He was a candidate for
the Jim Thorpe Award this season, sym-
bolic of the country’s top defensive back,
and earned first-team All-Big Ten
honors this year.

Harper said the idea of going pro had
been germinating in his mind for a long
time.

“I thought about it prior to the sea-
son,” he admitted. “I made up my mind
after the bowl game. I feel I'm ready for
the next level.”

Harper said all indications peint to
his being chosen somewhere late in the
first round or early in the second round.
He added that if he believed he would
be taken any later than that, he would
have decided to return to OSU for his
final campaign.

Harper also said that he knew that
Smith planned to depart OSU.

“Robert and I talked,” he said, “so it
wasn't really a surprise to me because
he let me know late in the season when
he started playing a lot again that he
was going to go. We talked about things
we had heard about the draft. I knew
Robert was going to leave. I respect
Robert as a player and wish him all the
luck in the world.”

Smith and Harper join 34 other un-
derclassmen who petitioned for the NFL
draft. Those include linebacker Marvin
Jones of Florida State, this year's
Butkus Award winner, quarterback
Drew Bledsoe of Washington State,
projected as going in the top three over-
all picks, and Georgia running back
Garrison Hearst, the third-place fin-
isher in the Heisman Trophy balloting.
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reader for 20 years, and time has not dimin-
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Fans Concerned With State Of Program Have Legitimate Beef

Back in October, when veteran
sportscaster Jimmy Crum was calling
for John Cooper’s scalp following Ohio
State’s two straight losses, I disagreed
with Crum’s timing. I think coaches
need to be evaluated on their full sea-
son. After all, the Bucks could have
come back and won out, beating
Michigan and winning their bowl game.
That would have been an acceptable
season by virtually everyone's stan-
dards.

Well, the season’s over now and it's
time for evaluation. Of course, the
Buckeyes fell short of winning out.

It would have all been so much
easier if Ohio State had defeated
Georgia in the Citrus Bowl. The tie with
Michigan, while a solid performance by
the Bucks, was really a swing game. If
they had defeated the Bulldogs, fans
would be talking about how the Buck-
eyes closed with strong performances
against highly ranked Michigan and
Georgia, performances to go along with
their strong early season showing
against Syracuse.

With the loss to Georgia, however,
instead of remembering the fine per-
formance against the Wolverines, many
are left recalling that the Bucks under
Cooper have yet to beat Michigan or
win a bowl game.

And 1 think those fans concerned
with the state of the Buckeye program
have a legitimate beef. You have to be-
gin to wonder, after five years under
Cooper, if the team has reached the
level they are going to reach with him
at the helm. The records are starting to
seem so similar — 8-4, 7-4-1, 8-4 and 8-
3.1, following a 4-6-1 campaign in
Cooper’'s first year. It's taken the Buck-
eyes five years to get back to within a
half-game of the 9-3 level that used to
be unacceptable at Ohio State.

I know the Buckeyes have improved.
I think anyone who has watched them

has to concede that. Unfortunately, foot-
ball teams are not measured in terms of
improvement. They're measured in
terms of wins and losses. And somehow,
the Bucks keep falling slightly short on
that measuring stick, at least by Ohio
State standards (or what used to be
Ohio State standards).

At some point, the head coach has to
be held accountable.

Let me make an analogy with anoth-
er sport. If a boxer dominates a fight for
11 rounds, I mean he just does every-
thing right, but is knocked out in the
12th round, are people going to remem-
ber that he fought a great fight? No.
They’ll remember that he lost. That's
the reality of big-time sports.

And I'm a little fed up with this
“parity” excuse. The word parity is for
losers. Parity hasn't bothered Michigan,
the team closest to Ohio State in the
Big Ten in terms of opportunity and tra-
dition and a team that has finished in
the national top 10 every year that
Cooper has been at OSU.

In that same time frame, lowa has
had a 10-1-1 season, lllinois has posted
a 10-2 campaign, and Michigan State
has equaled OSU’s ‘best of 8-3-1, finish-
ing ahead of the Buckeyes in the confer-
ence three of five years. Additionally,
incoming Penn State has an 11-2 season
to its credit. It's not unreasonable for
Buckeye fans to expect a nine, 10 or 11-
win season at some point.

As | seem to say at this time every
year, Cooper can make all of these dis-
cussions go away. All he has to do is
lead the Buckeyes to a big season next
year. Six years is more than enough
time for a coach to show his stuff. If the
Bucks are in that eight-win range
again, throw me in with Jimmy Crum.

BSB LETTER writer Charles Toft of
Columbus makes an interesting point in
this issue, noting that traditional
powers OSU and USC have gone dif-

ferent routes, with the Buckeyes retain-
ing Cooper and the Trojans forcing
Larry Smith out. Toft wonders which
team will return to the Rose Bowl first.

For the record, Southern Cal last ap-
peared in the Rose Bowl following the
1989 season, while the Buckeyes last
traveled to Pasadena following the 1984
campaign.

I FEEL bad for Jeff Cothran. The
OSU fullback will probably be most re-
membered for helping cause the fumble
that contributed to the OSU loss to
Georgia.

That's too bad because I believe,
after Kirk Herbstreit, Cothran was the
most valuable player on the offense, if
not the team.

GOOD RIDDANCE to Robert
Smith. I know Robert is a super talent,
but I don't believe he's the type of
player who you build championship
teams around. His mouth and his ego
are too big and too much of a distrac-
tion.

Time and time again, Smith seemed
to act like he was bigger than the Ohio
State football program. Two times now,
he's quit on his teammates, the second
departure seeming to contradict the
reasons for his first departure. I don't
think Robert is nearly as smart and
worldly-wise as he and certain reporters
seem to think he is. Maybe the NFL will
teach him a little humility.

WITH FOOTBALL out of the way,
perhaps basketball can finally take the
spotlight it deserves.

The Buckeyes have performed about
as you would expect a young but
talented team to perform. The ambush
at West Virginia or the loss to powerful
North Carolina were not entirely un-
expected. Nor was it that surprising
that the Buckeyes came back from
Oregon with a tourney title.

And a sluggish performance by the
Bucks against lowly Penn State fol-
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lowed by a huge upset of lowa may be
the type of inconsistent performance
Buckeye fans should prepare for while
this team jells.

The big surprises for me this season
have probably been Tom Brandewie and
Derek Anderson. True, Brandewie has
fallen from the starting lineup, but even
off the bench, his play has been more
than I expected. I'm sure Randy Ayers
was glad to have the senior's nine
rebounds against Oregon State or his
six rebounds and physical play with
Acie Earl in the upset of Iowa.

Anderson, a late signee, seemed to be
lost among all those “Mr. Basketballs”
when he arrived with the other fresh-
men. But even with an injured hand,
the Louisville native seemed to be the
first of the freshmen to gain Ayers' con-
fidence.

Another freshman, Greg Simpson,
was a bit of an early disappointment,
but, with a 23.point performance
against the Hawkeyes, he seems to be
coming on strong. Ayers admitted be-
fore Simpson arrived that the guard
from Lima would have to curtail the
free-wheeling shooting style he was al-
lowed in high school. I think, at first,
Simpson was tentative with his shot,
but as he understands more and more
when he should be shooting, he should
only get better.

My biggest disappointments have
probably been Charles Macon and
Jimmy Ratliff. Maybe my expectations
for Macon were a little high as he came
to OSU with the Indiana “Mr. Basket-
ball” award and that great nickname of
“Killer.” I think Macon was hurt by the
shorter preseason practice and should
contribute more as the season prog-
resses.

Ratliff was the surprise of the compe-
titive Worthington Summer League and
people were expecting big things from
him this season. He earned a starting
spot but has since lost it and seems to
be moving farther down the bench. If
Ratliff gets his confidence back, he may
be heard from yet this season.

IT'S NOT too late to take advantage
of our two-for-one gift offer. If you still
owe two people gifts or just want to
share the excitement of Buckeye sports
with friends, send $40 for two subscrip-
tions to BSB, P.O. Box 12453, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43212. MasterCard, Visa and
Discover Card orders are accepted 24
hours a day. Phone (614) 486-2202.

Please, no renewals or multiyear
subscriptions at this rate.

Also, for the latest in recruiting and
all the other Buckeye news, call the
BSB Hotline, updated daily at noon
Eastern time, at 1-900-896-0666. The
charge is $2 for the first minute and $1
for each additional minute.

Please note that this is the first 1993
issue of Buckeye Sports Bulletin. We
will be on the weekly schedule for 10
straight issues and then publish every
other week for four issues, before going
monthly in June, July and August. BSB
is published 30 times a year.

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY TO BSB




