Originally Published: May 11, 1991

Vol. 10, No. 27

“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More”

May 11, 1991

12802

Buckeyes Will Wait Until Fall To Make Decision

Quarterback Issue Remams Undemded

By Mark Rea

Four months after Greg Frey took
his last snap from center at Ohio State,
head coach John Coaper said he didn't
know who would suecceed Frey ns the
Buckeyes' starting quarterback.

In fuct, Coaper made it plain he prob-
ably wouldn't know for another four
months whether it will be senior Kent
Graham, junior Kirk Herbstreit or red-
shirt freshman Joo Pickens who leads
the offensive charge in the 1991 season
opener aganinst Arizona Sept. T in Ohio
Stadium,

After 15 days of spring practice,
nothing was decided about the number
one quarterback position, although
there were plenty of hints, albeit none
from Coopaer.

*Even if 1 knew in my own mind
right now who the quarterback was, 1
wouldn't tell you,” the fourth-year head
conch said. *1 wouldn't tell them either.
I think the best thing we can do is let
those guys work hard the rest of the
spring, stay here in the summertime
and work in the conditioning program,
and compete sarly next fall.

“In our situation of not having an ex-
perienced quarterback, I think that's
the best thing that can happen to us.
And it will happen because that's the
way we have it planned.”

For the record, the trio combined to
complete 14 of 25 passes for 251 yards
in the Scarlet and Gray Game, actually
n controlled scrimmage that pitted of-
fense ngainat deflense.

Graham connected on four of eight
tries for 121 yards including a beauti-
fully executed 54-yard bomb to wide
receiver Allen DeGraffenreid. Pickens
attempted 10 passos and completed six
for 93 yards. And Herbstreit hit four of
seven attempts for 37 yards.

Last Biweekly
Issue of BSB
This Is the final biweckly
igsue of Buckeye Sports Bull-
etin. BSB will go to its regu-
lar summer publishing
schedule of monthly issues
in June, July and August.
BSB will return to its
wookly publishing schedule
in Boptember with the be-
ginning of football senson.
For updates on OSU sports
throughout the summer, eall
the BSBE Hotline at 1-800-806-
0666.

After the scrimmage, quarterbacks
coach Ron Hudson confirmed what
Cooper had said earlier — the number
one spot had yet to be decided.

But Hudson's comments certainly
seemed to have n Graham-tinged flavor
to them.

“If you made the evaluation just off
of the scrimmage, people would be very
excited about what Kent nccomplished,”
Hudson said. “But from the coaches’
standpoint, he made some mistakes. He
threw one particular ball way short that
n receiver came back to catch. That ball
should never have been thrown.

“If we can eliminate those kinds of
errors and not turn the ball over and
got out of Kent's mind that he always
has to make the big play, then wa'll ba
fine.

*It's when we turn the ball aver, like
wo did againet Michigan and Air Force,
it's going to cost us games. If we can get
the quarterback to understand that he
cannot make bad decigions, then Kent
will be fine.”

When reporters nsked if Hudson was
leaning toward Graham more than
Pickena or Herbstreit, the OSU aas-
sistant shook his head.

“It's still a battle and will continue to
be,” Hudson said, *Kirk is a guy who
knows the offense and can executs it
very well, He missed a fow throws that
weo would have liked for him to hit, but
he’s exciting. He's made himself a force
to be reckoned with because of his
cournge and determination and desire
to be the Ohio State quarterback.

“Joo did some good things, too. He
was a little nervous at times when a
couple of guys were open and he didn't
come off to them. But, of course, you're
talking nbout a kid who's never been
there. He's played in the stadium be-
fore, but not as n Buckeye. It makes
quite a difference.”

While Graham would appear to have
the alightest of edges because of his ex-
perience as Frey's backup last season,
Hudson warned that the decision
regarding who would start at the posi-
tion would be based on a lot more than
simple appearances.

*Throwing the ball and completing
passes isn't all there is to it,” Hudson
said, “Also, the mental part of it isn't
that much because the offense isn't that
difficult.

“It is the mental discipline that's the
toughest thing. If we don't make silly
errors, we have a chance. Let the (op-
posing) defense play. If you don't like
the throw, take it and run.

“Kent did that in the scrimmage
when he tried to throw a slant, didn't
like it, looked over to the side, tucked it
in and ran. That's what we want. To
have thrown it away would have been

Ohio State junior quarterback Kirk Herbstreit (4) prepares to
launch a pass past defender Dave Monnot (77) during the annual
spring game. Herbstreit, one of three quarterbacks in the race
for a starting job, completed four of seven passes for 37 yards.

win the job, Graham and Herbstreit did
a little lobbying on their own, while
Pickens was diplomatic.

oven better, but he did not force the ball
and make a bad decision which some-
times results in interceptions.”

Graham admitted t{:nl he sees that
as his biggest deficiency and has spent
long hours trying to correct it,

“I've been really trying to work on
not forcing the ball,” he said. *1 did a
really good job this spring as far as that
goes. [ didn't throw many interceptions
during the spring, so I felt really good
about that.”

All of the quartsrbacks agreed that
they have done about all they can do to

“T'he conches haven't told us any-
thing throughout the whole spring prac-
tice,” Graham said. "We've just gone out
and tried to compete and improve each
day. I think I've done that real well. 1
think I've proved it daily as well. It's ob-
viously up to the coaches, but I think
I've done a good job."

Continued On Page 7
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With another Ohio State spring foot-
ball game in the books, the race that
everyone seems to be concerning them-
solvos with is the quarterback derby.

All three potential starters jockeyed
for the best position in the spring fling,
and from here, it appeared that senior

1] Kont Graham took a slight lead over

redshirt freshman Joe Pickens. That's
not to say junior Kirk Horbatreit didn't
do well, but he had only 37 yards pass-
ing on four completions in the spring
game, while Graham had 121 yards on
four completions and Pickens had 93
yards on six completions.

The odd thing about the quarterback

race is what head coach John Cooper is
saying.
“I don't really think we need to have
an established guy coming out of the
spring,” Cooper said. “Even if | knew
who the number one guy was after
today, I wouldn’t tell you. It might hurt
the competition il I told one guy it was
his job. I would like, to be honest with
you, to know who our quarterback is be-
fore we begin conference play.”

The problem with that logic is that,
with a non-conference slate of Arizona,
Louiaville and Washington State, the
Bucks could be 1.2 before Cooper
“sottles” on a quarterback. Arizona was
a bowl participant last year, while
Louisville was a big winner over Ala-
bama in the Fiesta Bowl.

The simple solution would be to play
Graham this year, since he has an edge
in experience, and lot Pickens mature,
allowing him to be ready to play three
sensons, much like Mike Tomezak was
groomed under Earle Bruce.

" While the Buckeyes sort things out
at quarterback, it is apparent that OSU
has no shortage of able tailbacks,

Robert Smith leaped out at the fans
ngain, gaining 100 yards on 15 carries
in the scrimmage, eatching one pasa for
six yards, and oven blocking an extra
point, something he said was the
highlight of his day.

“That was a special feeling for me,”
Smith said. *I got a piece of one earlier
in the spring, but it went through, The
running is what I was brought here for,
so when | can do something for the
team that I've really had to work harder
for, that makes me feel much better
about my performance.”

Smith is also going: to be the main
punt returner this year, replacing Jefl
Graham,

USA Today began its hyping of the
1991 Heisman Trophy race, and Smith
was listed as one of the players “Who
Could Emerge.”

However, if you beliove Smith, he is
not one to seek the individual fame and
glory, opting instead to go about his
business in football and get some study-
ing done.

“I don't pay any attention to that
Heisman stuff,® ho said. “It will be
cold day in hell before I let those things
concern me. | don't even like the pu
licity, although it's something Il have
to get used to.

“l don't try to get recognized by
people. It's not like I'm sitting under a
troe waiting for people to see me. We
have little time for studying the way it
is, 50 when football is done, I try to get
as much studying done as possible.”

Smith also says he tries to diffuse as
much attention as he can from himself
to his running mates, and it was nice to
see Butler Bynoté and Carlos Snow run-
ning well in the spring game.
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QB Race Should Be Decided

Spring Notes

with Mike Wachsman

Bynoté showed accoleration
through the holes and accounted for 81
yards, while Snow looked a little like
the Snow of old, rambling through holes
and being a shifty, moving target. He
carried the ball six times for 25 yards
and got one of the biggest ovations of
the day when he entered the game.

Scottie Graham gnined just nine
yards, but the coaches also used him al-
most exclusively as a goal-line runner.
He did score two touchdowns in the
game, equaling his season total from
last year.

Raymont Harris did not suit up for
the game as he is battling academic
probloms, something “that should be
taken care of before the fall,” according
to running backs coach Gene Huey, and
shouldn't pose m problem to Harris' com-
peting for playing time.

The receiving corps is not what it
was last year, and that could pose some
problems.

Brian Stablein and Bernard Ed-
wards, the leading returnees at the
receiving slots, are solid players, but
neither is the game breaker that Jefl
Graham or Bobby Olive was.

Walk-ons Jesse Prewitt and Allan
DeGraffenreid showed promise, Prewitt
latching on to a 44.yard strike from
Pickens and DeGraffenreid getting
loose on a S4-yarder from Graham. The
Graham-to-DeGraffenreid hookup was,
perhaps, the prettiost offensive play of
the day.

It may help the Buckeyes that Dante
Leoe has been moved to receiver to “bet-
ter utilize his speed,” nccording to
Cooper. Lee was an underused com-
modity last season nnd should be able to
showcase his fine open field running
nbility as a receiver.

The offensive line play during the
scrimmage soemed nt times to be very
good and at other times to be ragged.

It would appear that incumbents
Alan Kline and Len Hartman would be
in the lead for one tackle and guard
position, respoectively, but that leaves
three spots up in the air,

All spring, Cooper and the coachos
have said that Rod Smith is a guard.
However, there are only two centers
with a real shot at playing time, Jack
Thrush and Paul Long. According to of-
fensive line coach Joe Hollis, Long was
“probably tho nicest surprise of the
spring. He eaught on real well and
played solid football for us.”

Howsver, most people know that
Smith was a prep All-American center
at Cleveland St. Joseph, and he appears
to be the best center on the squad. He
did get n fow rops at center during the
spring, but did the bulk of his work at
guard.

Although Coopor said there are no
plans to move Smith to center, if he did
there would not be a big dropoff at
guard, because Roy Nichols, while he
was a tackle, played a lot last year, and
Mark Bean is waiting in the wings.

The tight end race is pmbni:ly the
tightest on the squad, with senior Joff
Ellis. battling sophomore Cadric
Saunders for starting honors. There
was a noticeablo difference in Ellis, who

perd e Al Yy bl nihs b basie

has gotten down to 256 pounds from
last year's 281 (or thereabouts), and he
is running with more authority.

Saunders cannot be counted out,
though. He has shown the knack for
making good catches and leading ex-
tremely well on blocking for the sweep.
Both players should get extensive ne-
tion this season, and both are worthy of
all-star considerntion.

Saunders was involved in one of the
fow highlights of the spring game.

He was running over the middle for a
Eul. and Graham threw a strike into

is arms, As Saunders turned, he was
crushed by Sarasota (Fla.) High School
teammata Chico Nelson with a blow so
hard it knmkndd&;a‘ndnn‘ dzaouthpioce
out and deposited it five yards away.

When aﬁnd if Nn]mr{ndid th‘::yn lot
in high school, SBaunders said, “He %u;
me a couple times, but I got him a lot
more. That hit probably counted for
about five of mine, but he's still way be-
hind. Hell have to get about 60 more
hits on me to eatch up.”

Defensively, thore was a definite im-
provement by OSU, including the
aforementioned savage hit and some
other nice sticks by Nelsan, ns well.

Greg Smith and Corey Pargo shined
on the defensive line, getting by the
blockers on numerous occasions.

The linebacker position may be the
strongest it has been since the good old
days of Chris Spielman, Pepper John-
son and Eric Kumerow.

A healthy John Kacherski will be a
groat boost to the spirit of the unit, and
Steve Tovar, provided his foot heals
properly, will only get better. That
should be n scary thought for the rest of
the Big Ten, because Tovar is already
one of the top backers in the league
after just two seasons.

Andy Gurd looked good from his out-
sido position, and Mark Willinms made
some nice plays as well. Sophomare
Jason Simmona picked up where he left
off lnst senson, making 11 tackles in the
spring scrimmage.

The best performance turned in by a
linebacker in the spring game was by
redshirt freshman Alex Rodriguez. He
tallied 11 stops and showed a good nose
for the ball. If he continues to develop in
that fashion, the conches will be hard-
pressed to keep him out of the lineup,

In the secondary, the quartet of
Foster Paulk, Bryan Cook, Roger Har-
per and Nelson proved that they can
roally put pops on receivers. Con-
sistoncy seems to be the unit's biggest
weakness at this point,

According to Cooper, the DBs had a
tendency to “play the run, play the run,
and then got beaten with a long pass,
That's something we noed to work on a
little more, gutting more consistency on
every down,

Looking at things from a best case
scenario, the improvement the Buck-
eyes made on defense is highly en-
cournging, and the offensive per-
formances, especially at running back,
give much eause for optimism.

ONE OF the more interesting incen-
tives this spring was an idea the coach-
ing stafl came up with.

After spring practice was completed,
Cooper and the assistants handed out
T-—shirts that said "Ohio State Spring
Football 1991 — No Excuses.”

Each player who participated in
every practice received one of the T-
shirts,

SIDIARRRRRARANDIIARNAN, 30000
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QB Candidates Will Have Big Shoes To Fill

Continued From Page 1

Asked if he would prefer to know ex-
actly how things stood going into the
summor, the 6-5, 220-pound senior
replied, “That’s kind of irrelevant to
what's going on because that's not going
to happen. | just have to be happy with
what's going on and live with it. Ob-
viously, I would like it if | was named
number one coming out of the spring,
but that's not going to be the case.

"But 1 lhtnE I've done a good job out
there and that's all | ean do. Coming
into the fall, my goal is to be number
one and that's what I'm shooting for.®

Horbstreit, who has spent the last
three years trying to nchieve his lifelong
dream of becoming the starting quarter-
back at Ohio State, forced his way into
the battle after an excellent spring.
That was pretty good for a guy who was
literally bumped off the quarterback
dopth chart nt one point lnst season.

“l think I've surprised a. lot of
people,” said the 6-2, 212-pounder who
i# now a junior, *I don't think people
gave mo a shot. But I just went out and
tried to relax and not worry about what
people thought. Hopefully, that will be
enough.

*] think the coaches, in the backs of
their minds, have n good feeling of what
they’re going to do, but they're not going
to come out and say anything. I just
think we're all about equal, It's not for
me to judge, but I think its a good
battle right now.”

Pickens, n 6.4, 215.pound redshirt
freshman who is likely the quarterback
of the future for the Buckeyes, was
pragmatic nbout his first spring practice
as a collegian.

*l cortainly don't feel like I've won
the (starting) job,” he said. *That's real-
ly not for me to say anyway. You'd have
to ask the conches.

“I thought I{nnt played mt in the
acrimmage and Kirk did really well, too.
I thought I had some gmd plnyl and
some bad ones that hurt me a little bit.
I have to ndmit I was n little jittery to
begin with, but that went away after a
while.”

Whichever quarterback wins the

starting job will have some sizable
shoes to fill. Although Frey took more
than his share of criticism from Ohio
State fans, he remains as the only
quarterback in school history ever to
throw for 2,000 yards or more in three
consecutive seasons.

Still, for all of his statistics, Hudson
said Frey will be missed more because
of the intangibles he lant to the team.

*As a person sitting in the stands, if
rm looked at Greg Frey vs. Kent Gra-
am last year, just physically throwing
the ball, people would all want Kent,”
the OSU quarterbacks coach said. “But
Grog had some things that I couldn't
:.:In;ih the mm!::l tnughnou I've been
ng about — that we're ng to get
out of T{ant this year. e v

“If we can got to that point with him,
I think we've got o chance to be awful
good at that position this year."

Then, when he perhaps caught him-
sell placing most of his emphasis on
Graham, Hudson smiled and quickly
added, “Of course, we want that kind of
thing from all of our quarterbacks, As
you might have heard, we don’t have a
number one yet."

The one who becomes number one
will bring an impressive resume with
him.

Graham played in 17 games in 1987
and 1988 as the number two quarter-
back at Notre Dame. He latoer trans-
forred to Ohio State and comploted 15 of
26 passes for three touchdowns last sea-
son as Frey’s number two man. He has
also endoared himself to the OSU
coaching stall by losing over 25 pounds
since last season.

Herbstreit has always had the tag of
being an option quarterback since he
rushed for 576 yards and 16 TDs as a
sonjor at Centerville (Ohio) High
School, Most people forget, however,
that he also threw for 1,298 yards and
10 touchdowns that season. The son of
former OSU captain and assistant coach
Jim Herbstreit, he has the most experi-
ence of the trio in the Buckeyes' system.

Pickens was a prep All-American at
Cleveland St. Ignatius after leading his
team to consecutive state champion-
ships. He threw for 5,140 yards and 40

Ohio State redshirt freshman quarterback Joe Pickens eludes
pressure from the defense to throw on the run during the spring
game, Locked in a race with teammates Kent Graham and Kirk
Herbstreit, Pickens completed six of 10 passes for 93 yards.,

TDs ns a prepster and gave the OSU

scrimmage a glimpse ot his ability, yards,

throwing a perfect timing pass to wide
crowd in attendance at the spring receiver Jessio Prowitt that covered 44
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“The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Graham Appears To Have Inside Track At QB Position

Obviously, when you talk about Ohio
State's spring football practice, you
have to start by talking about the
quarterback situation.

After seeing the spring game, ['m in-
clined to think Kent Graham is the
leader in the quarterback race.

When you talk about Graham, you
have to first talk about his arm. It's the
strongest I remember at Ohio State,
and [ started covering the Buckeyea
when Rod Gerald was at the helm,

Graham's B54-ynrd strike to Allen
DeGraffonreid in the spring game was a
tight spiral thrown on a line and
definitely caught the attention of the
estimated 35,000 in attendance at the
scrimmage.

But Graham also appeared more
relaxed under center than either Joe

Pickena or Kirk Herbstreit, no doubt be-
eause he is the most experienced of the
thres.

The coaching stafl says the battle for
the starting slot will continue to be
waged between Graham, Herbstreit and
Pickens, but I'm not sure that John
Cooper and his stafl’ aren't just being
coy with the media.

The upcoming senson is one of the
most critical in a long time for Ohio
State and at some point you've got to
choose a starting quarterback and start
preparing in earnest for a very tough
schedule. I foel n fast start is imperative
for the Buckeyes this year and given
Graham's experience and fine spring
play, you almost have to go with him
out of the gate.

If Graham falters, the Bucks could
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then go to one of the other two quarter-
backs, who will have had the benefit of
that much more practice, something
that would help Pickons in particular.

The big winner in spring practice
might have been Herbstreit, but he
might also end up being the odd man
out again, Few took him very seriously
as n contender at quarterback at the
start of practice, but he turned in a
solid spring.

However, the Bucks might elect to go
with Graham for this season and then
try and play Pickens for three years,
leaving Herbatreit in a reserve role.

After seeing him play this spring,
however, I won't count Herbstreit out of
the race this season or next.

One area of concern for me on offense
that I think Buckeye fans should keep
an oye on is the receiving corps. Guys
such as Bernard Edwards and Brian
Stablein wore solid backups to Jeff Gra-
ham and Bobby Olive last season, but it
remains to be seen whother they, or
some of the younger receivers, will be
solid starters. This will bo especially im-
perative given the quarterback situa-
tion,

With uncertainty at the wide
receiver spots, don’t be surprised if the
Bucks look to the slimmed down JelT
Ellis and Cedric Saunders at tight end
more this season. Last year, tight ends
cought only 24 passes for the Bucks.
Ellis nlone caught 40 as a sophomore in
16088,

You ean also bet that the Buckoyes
will try and move the ball on the ground
ns much as possible. The spring game
made quite clear something virtually
everyone knew — the Bucks have no
shortage of running backs. Ohio State’s
biggest problem in the backfield would
appear to be how to keep the likes of

rt Smith, Butler Bymoté, Carloa
Snow, Scottie Graham, Raymont Harris
and the rest happy. That's a problem
most coaches would love to have.

The Buckeyes have an interesting
mix of experience and youth on the of-
fensive line, and this is another area
that Buckeye fans should keep tabs on.
As has happened so often in the past
few seasons, the line may start slow
this senson and get better ns the year
progrossos.

The OSU defense is shaping up to be
one of the best in years, The big story
coming out of the spring game would
have to be Chico Nelson, who is really
gnining a reputation for hard hits. He's
certainly become n favorite of mine.

Hard hitting used to be a way of life
in the OSU defensive backfield, and it's
nice to see bone crunching making a
comeback.

Nelson and backfield mates Roger
Harper, Bryan Cook and Foster Paulk
have Buckeye fans recalling the back-
field of William and Terry White, Greg
Rogan and Soenny Gordon. Those four
helped OSU to the Rose Bowl following
the 1984 season, an impressive win over
top-ranked lowa in 1985, and a big win
over Texas A&M in the Cotton Bowl fol-
lowing the 1986 campaign.

The thing to note is that this year's
backfield will be much bigger than that
great unit from the mid-80s. Gordon
was the biggest of those backs at 6-0,

192. Of the previously mentioned cur-
ront defensive backs, only Paulk, listed
at 5-11, 180, is smaller than Gordon
and Harper is a solid 6-4, 224. Throw in
Brent Johnson (6-1, 218), who has been
working with the defensive backs, and
you have a big secondary.

The other players who stood out for
me during the scrimmage were Alex
Rodriguez and Corey Pargo.

You ean bet that Rodriguez, who
moved over from the crowded offensive
backfleld, will see plenty of action at in-
side linebacker, even after Steve Tovar
returns. Rodriguez showed a real nose
for the football and an ability to get to it
in a hurry as he registered 11 stops, sec-

- ond highest for the scrimmage.

Although Pargo's performance was
not ns flashy as Rodriguez's or Nolsan's,
it was good to see the 6-3, 280-pound (so
the roster said) senior in the thick of
things, registering six stops. Pargo
came to OSU as a highly touted prop
player and so far, his career has beon
protty much of a waste. This is Big
Daddy's Inst chance to make a solid con-
tribution at OSU und he looks like he
might be up to the task.

The thing that struck me most about
the dofonse wns the overall dopth.
Other than in the defensive backfield,
there appears to be plenty of talented
players at overy position. Competition
makes all players botter and over the
course of a rugged season, depth could

prove very beneficial,
MAN? OF you called our BSB Hot-

line for daily reports during spring
practice and we h‘t;ye those reports
proved informative. We will continue to
file updates at noon, seven days n week
until May 31.

Starting June 1, we will bo filing
roports daily, Monday through Friday.
For those of you who wish to limit your
calls to the hotline, the Monday report
will include a recap of the weekend's
news and events, and Friday's repart
will include a wrap-up of the previou
week's events,

There will continue to be daily up-
dates Tuesday, Wednesday und Thurs-
day for those of you who miss calling on
cither Monday or Friday.

We will resume filing reports seven
days a week with the start of football
practice in the full,

The cost of the hotline, which can be
reached by dialing 1-900-896-0666,
remains $2 for the first minute and §1
for each additional minute.
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