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OSU Glad Tovar Wound Up A Buckeye
- >

By Mark Rea

Steve Tovar is already a finalist for
the Lombardi Award, one of n handful
of i;u'nt.-.onuun honora wiven out to the
upper echelon of individual talent in
ru‘.'.:-m- ﬁwlt11.||i, and !‘:1::!1’1'1 to be one for
the Butkus Award
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Ohio State junior linebacker Steve Tovar will be one of the main reasons why the Buckeyes'

12802

( u:llllllll'll ()rl |'ll;..( [}

defense should be the best it has been in several seasons this year, Tovar, who has already been
sclected as a finalist for the Lombardi Award, registered 125 tackles last scason and has been
named on several preseason All-American teams.
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Young’s Optimism Stems From Veterans

Continued From Page 1

“You can't let those things take you
out of your game plan, and we did last
year. Wo won't lot that happen this
yoar. This year, we'll be the ones
moking bad things happen to our op-
ponents.”

Tovar's optimism stems from the
Buckeyes' defensive unit, which returns
starters at all three line positions and
three of four linebacking spots.

Up until the end of laat year, Ohio
State’n defensive motte went something
like this: “Bend, but don't break so often
that the offense can't bail us out.”

Actually, the Buckeyes' woes on
defense led to some wild finishes for the
tenm, such an the last-second victories
over LSU in 1088 and Minnesotn in
1988,

However, the unit finally began to
turn the corner last season and put up
ita best numbers in the three years that
Bill Young had been defensive coor-
dinator under head coach John Cooper.

The Buckoyes weore second in the Big
Ten in total defense, finishing behind
only Rose Bowl representative lowa.
QOSU was also second in scoring defense,
allowing just 220 points, a far cry from
the 2907 it gave up only a year before.

In fict, as the senson progressed, the
defense continued to get bettar, After a
three-game wstretch against Southern
Cal, Nlinols and Indiana that produced
two losses and a tie and more than 400
yards in total offense to eanch opponent,
the unit tightened up.

It did not allow nny opponent to
erock the 300-yard mark in total offense
during the lnst three games, including a
248-yard effort against Michigan, the
Big Ten's total offense champion with
an average of just over 432 yards per
fame.

*The first two years we were here, we
were god awful on defense, nnd Il be
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the first to admit that,” Young said.
“But we did improve last year, and I
look for us to be even better this year,
That's our goal,

“This year, we ahould be a much
tougher football team. Our off-season
program last winter was as tough men-
tally and physically as you can have for
Young guys.

“I think that will have an impact on
us in the fourth quarter this year. You
can see that we're going to rise up, If
wo're nhead of somebody 10 points in
the fourth quarter like we were lnst
year against Indinna, we won't have the
same result, Our philosophy this year is
that we're going to win all of the games
that are decided in the fourth quarter.”

Young's optimistic views for his
defense stem from players such as
Tovar, nose gunrd Greg Smith,
defensive ond Alonze Spellman, line-
backer John Kachorski and a host of
othors.

Tovar is undoubtedly the Buckeyes'
best inside backer sinco Chris Spielman
graduated in 1887, while the entire
defensive unit could be the finest since
1978, That year, OSU allowed just 126
points in 12 games while poating an 11.
1 record and nearly winning n national
championship.

*I think this is the best defense Ohio
State has had in quite awhile,” Young
said, “1 don't think there's any doubt
that the talent we have on defense this
year is the best we've had since we've
been here. Wae still have to prove that
wa have improved on the field, but we
cortainly have much, much better
players now than we did three yoears
ngo, or even last year.”

While the front line and linebacking
corps s deep with experience, the
defonsive backfleld lost three starters
and features a bunch of young, in-
experionced players, But Young doosn't
anticipate the secondary being a prob.
loem, but rather, an asset.
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“A lot of poople are talking about
how physical our secondary can be, but
the lgtng that's most impressive about
aur secondary to me is thelr speed,” he
said. “That's been a problem for us in
the past in the secondary, but I don't
anticipate it being ono in the future.”

Young attributes the improvement in
his defense to good old-fashioned hard
work during the ofT-season.

“Weo have gotten some good players
during recruiting season,” he said, “and
once they're here, they work hard in our
winter and summer conditioning pro-
gramas,

“We're bigger, we're stronger and
we're faster, and that doesn't just hap-
pen. It comes about from hard work,
and our players have worked hard. Now
they're anxious to seo all of that hard
work pay off."

While Tovar will be the leader, the
heart and soul of the defensive unit will
likely be Kncherski, who is attempting a
second comeback from major kneo
surgery. He missed all of the 1980 sea-
son and then came back with a ven-
geance in last sonson's oponer ngainst
Toxas Tech, registering two sacks in the
first hall before suffering another knee
injury.

If Kachorski can remain injury-free
and can even como close to the level of
intensity he exhibited in the first half
against Texas Toch, the Buckeyes'
defense will be a fenrsome unit.

That is, of course, if Kacherski ean
even win his atarting job back. When he
went down, redshirt freshman Jason
Simmons came off the bench and pro
eooded ta have an outstanding rookie
sonson that included 56 tackles, 12 of
them for loases, and five sacks,

At the other outside position, sopho-
more Mark Willilams gets his chance to
start in place of the graduated Jay
Koch. Backing him up {8 redshirt fresh-.
man Preston Harrison, an imposing 6-4,
235.pounder with breaknock speed for a
big man. Harrison, of course, switched
over to defense from quarterback last
spring, but must prove he is over a
groin injury which plagued him all of
last sonson and early in this year's
pwwnl.on camp.

At the inside

position nlongside

Tovar should be a trio of top-notch
players. S8enior Judah Herman and jun-
ior Tom Loase have waged a battle for
the number one position since the
spring of 19880, and that friendly war
continues,

This year, it is joined by senior Andy
Gurd, who has missed most of thoe last
two sensons with four separate shouldor
operations, Like Kncherski, though, if
Gurd can remain healthy for a full sea-
son, it would provide another booster
shot in the arm for the Buckeyes'
defonso.

While the linebackers patrol the mid-
dle of the field, the Buckeyes have some
tried and true performers up-front.

Smith came into his own at nose
guard lnst season, finishing second in
the Big Ten with seven sacks and fourth
in tackles for loss with 15, A former
walk-on, Smith improved tremendously
throughout the senson, making eight
tackles against Michigan and 10
ngainst Air Force in the Liberty Bowl,

Flanking Smith are probably the
most and lenst heralded of the veterans.

Of course, everyone knows all about
Spellman. The 6.6, 285.pounder has
added about 156 pounds of muscle to his
Adonis-like frame and seoms primed for
nnother outstanding year.

At defensive tackle, senior Rich
Frimel is back for his final senson as
probably the steadiest of the defensive
linemen. Frimel's 656 tackles and 250
minutes of nction were tops among all
the defensive linemen last year. Hin
streak of 19 consecutive starts is nlso
tops on the line,

In the secondary, as has been men-
tioned before, the players are short on
oxperience, The projected starters
junior cornerbacks Foster Paulk and
Bryan Cook and sophomore safoties
Chico Nelson and Rogor Harper — have
started only 11 games among them,
nine of them by Paulk.

But what those players lack in expe-
rience, they make up for in desire. Nel-
son is rapidly gaining the reputation for
delivering crushing tackles, while the 6-
3, 190-pound Cook and Harper, at 6-4,
224, give tho Buckeyen a bigger look in
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the secondary than they have had in
recent years.

In addition to what is projected to be
batter coverage, Tovar sald that oppos-
ing teams had better be able to protect
their quarterback and run block.

“You might throw it over our heads
for 100 yards, but you're going to know
weo've been there,” Tovar suid. “We're
going to come up and hit you. We want
to be more physical and we're going to
be more physical. Hopefully, that will
be the mark of our defense.

“There will probably be some teams
that try and test our secondary because
those guys haven't played a whole lot
going into the season. But in order to
win, you have to be able to run the ball,
and that's the thing we want to shut
down this year,”

The starting lineup could add up to
nn exciting sonson on dofense for the
Buckeyes, and the players could con-
tend for many Big Ten honors.

“The hallmark of the Big Ten has
been great defonses,” Young said. “With
that in mind, some of our goals this
yoar include leading the league in seor-
ing defense and leading the league in
fareed turnovers.

“Wo'd also like to be up there in total
yardage, but that's sort of a third goal.
The primary goals are to keep the op-
posing team out of the end zone and,
whenever possible, take the ball away
from them.”

Tovar was as good ns any defender
taking the ball away last season, caus.
ing three fumbles and recovering two
othors

But perhaps the most telling thing
about Tovar is his speed; He sot the
tone for his season last year in the
opener against Texas Tech. Tech
quarterback Jamie Gill had  been
flushed out of the pocket and had 10
yards in which to set up again, Out of
nowhere came Tovar, who hit Gill with
such forco it looked aa if the opposing
quarterback had been cut in two.

Plays such as that were highlights
lnst yonr, but Tovar expects them to be
routine this year, especially with the
healthy return of Kachorski and Gurd.

“I think John and Andy can make
the difference for us,” Tovar said, *The
Inst two years, we haven't had them and
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we've fallen short of our goals, If we can
keop them healthy all season, I think
they can help put us over the top.

“Wo have some very good players on
this defense in addition to John and
Andy. If we all play the way we can, |
don't know of any reason why we can't
challenge for the title.”

Tovar is coming back himsolf from
an injury. He broke the fifth motatarsal
bone in his left foot during the last week
of spring practice, the same injury that
bofell former OSU running buck Keith
Byars prior to the 1985 season.

However, Tovar has not had to rush
back like Byars did, using the past four
and n half months to rehabilitate his in-
jury., For that reason, he pronounces
himself fit and ready for the 1991 sea-
son to begin.

“The foot feels great,” he said. “1 have
some soreness in there every once in a
while, but I talked to the doctors about
that and they say that was to bo ex-
pected. 1 haven't missed a day of sum.
mer conditioning and 1 feel Il be 100
percent by the time the firet game
starts.”

Some presenson publications make
Tovar the prohibitive favorite to win not
only the Lombardi Award, but the
Butkus Award ns well. He doesn’t elaim
to ignore all of the preseason publicity,
but he doesn't ascribe much to it, either,

“What | have done in the past dossn't
mean a thing right now,” he said.
“When April 1993 rells around and
draft day comes, if I'm number one
then, that will be important.

“But until then, it's nice for my
mother, who reads all of those things
and euts them out. But they don't really
mean much to me right now,

“I'm not going into this season think.
ing I've got to win one of those nwards,
I'm going into the season thinking we
have to win football games at Ohio
State some way or another,”

And if the Buckeyes go to the Rose
Bowl and Tovar wins the Lombardi,
Butkus or bath, would he consider leav-
ing school early for the NFL?

“I can't honestly say I wouldn't con.
sider it,” he admitted. “If someone was
going to offer me a whole lot of money, 1
would have to think nbout it. After all,
what is college for? The whole reason is
#o you can make more money in your
chosen profession than you can with
just a high school diploma,

“The NFL, though, is like the indi-
vidual awards, It's not something I'm
thinking about right now, I'm enly in.
terested in one thing right now and
that's winning football games at Ohio
State. If that goal is accomplished, then
all of those other things should take
care of themneolves.”
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OSU Enters 1991 Season With Several Question Marks

Many Positions Hold Key For Buckeyes

By Mark Rea

As the Ohio State football team
prepares for its 1991 season, most ex-
perts agroe that a fully stocked stable of
running backs and a stout defense will
ba the strengths of the u’\und,

While there is no doubt that the
Buckeyes have one of their deepest
backflelds in years — even with the loss
of sophomore tailback Robert Smith —
and undoubtedly their best defonsive
unit since John Cooper has been head
coach, there nre soveral other, positions
that hold the key to victory as waell,

How will the quarterback race shape
up? Will the eventual starter be Kent
Graham, or will Kirk Herbstreit finally
get o chance? Maybe Joe Pickens can
start as a redshirt freshman, Can rookie
Bob Hoying elbow his way onto the
depth chart?

What about the offensive line? Can it
be more consistent than it was lnst sea-
son? How will it handle the graduation
loss of eenter Dan Bealty and the aca-
demic loss of Roy Nichols, another of
last year's starters?

Can the recelving corps overcomao the
graduation losses of Jeoff Graham and
Bobby Olive? Can n talented but in-
experienced secondary rise to the occa-
slon? Who will handle the punting
chores this year?

There are many questions about the
Buckeyes going into the 1991 senson,
but Cooper .and his coaching stafl' be-
lieve they have most of the answers
with talent at every position.

Here is n look at scholarship players
and selected others at each position for
the Buckeyes this senson, minus incom-
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ing freshmon, with players listed in or-
der of the depth chart expected to open
the senson:
Quarterback
Kent Graham (6.5, 220, Sr.) was the
numbar two man behind starter Grog
Frey last season, T
soeing acton in 2
six games. He
completed 15 of 26
poreent)
passen for 196
yards and three
TDs. Since trans.
ferring from Notre
Dame after the
1988 season, Gra-
ham hasn't had
much of a chance
to show what he
could do, but he has show signs of bril-
liance on occasion, such as the Liberty
Bow! when he briefly sparked the toam.
Kirk Herbstreit (6-2, 213, Jr.) has
tried hard to distance himself from the
*runa well, throwa OK" tag. He haan't
seen much playing time at quarterback
since he signed at OSU, but his hard
work may pay off this year. His biggest
attribute continues to be mobility, Some
of Herbstreit's scrambles in scrimmages
and spring games have been
memorable,
Joo Pickens (6-3, 220, Fr.) ia obvious-
Iy the Buckeyeos' quarterback of the fu-
ture, but when doos the future bogin?
Pickens struggled a bit during spring
drills with the OSU offensive schome.
He has never struggled, though, with
his talent. Ho is a classic drop-back paa-
sor, but has enough agility to get out of
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trouble, He reminds many of a young
Bornie Kosar,
Tailback

Butler Bynoté (5-11,
would have undoubtedly been
starting  tailbaek
on many Division
I teams before and
now gets  his
chance in Smith's
nbsence. Aftor
breaking into the
linoup slowly lnst
year, Bynoté came |
on to gain 239 j0n
yards on just 563 ANT,
carries, an aver- By’\O.TE
nge of 4.5 yards per earry. One of the
fastest players on thg team (4.37 in the
40), Bynoté will carry more than hia
share of the load this year, especially as
o starter.

Carlos Snow (5.9, 200, Sr.) is coming
off major hip surgery and has been
tarmed by Cooper ns being “about 80
percent, but Carlos at BO percont is bet-
ter than some players at 100 percent.”
08U's leading rusher in 1988 and 1089,
Snow is as good as any tailback in
America when he's healthy, Occasional
trouble holding onto the football is this
bland of power and speed's only fault, If
he can hold up throughout the season,
the Buckeyes have three potential 1,000
yard rushers at one position.

Raymont Harris (6.2, 220, Soph.)
blew onto the scone last year when Secot-
tie Graham was having his troubloes.
Harria divided his time between tail-
back and fullback last year and ex-
pocted to spend most of it at fullback
this year until 8mith went AWOL. Now
Harris will probably get a lot of playing
time at tailback. Since Harria played in
Smith's shadow last year, many poople
forget he gained 519 yards and scored
ulglht TDs, He spent his summer in
school trying to retain his academic

eligibility,
Fullback

Scottio Graham (5-10, 220, Sr.) is
roady for another good season. Nursing
a bad ankle and
some  self-doubt
lnat  sonson, hae
managed only 253
yards and two
touchdownas after
gaining 977 yards
and scoring 10
TDs the year be-
fore. The fact
remains that Gra-
ham is nn ex-
collont blocker
and, in 294 carcer
carries, he has lost only seven total
yards,

185, Soph.)
the
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" Joff Cothran (8-2, 215, Soph.) could
move up the depth chart rapidly if the
way Cooper talks about him is any in-
dication. Cothran's name was the most
mentionod by the OSU head coach dur-
ing the wook first-yoar players were
alone in eamp. Cothran missod last soa-
son because of Proposition 42, but looks
like he has never been away from the
game. He ran for 1,850 yards and 22
TDa as a senior at Middletown, gaining
348 yards in one game,

Tyrone Harrison (6-2, 232, 8r.) i a
solid backup player who remains a pow-
erful inside runner despite his lack of
playing time. He has carried the ball
only 24 _times during his OSU carecr,
but has never been thrown for a loss, A
former Proposition 48 student, Harrisen
is on schedule to graduate at the end of
winter quarter,

Wide Receiver
Brian Stablein (6.1, 186, Jr.) has
been waiting in the wings to get his
chonce to start
and that chance
appears to have
arrived. Stablein's

nthlotic ability
and  speed will
never spark- .

ling, but he hns
the qualities of
gotting open and

-
catching the foot-
ball that have

i -.I-F‘,’
AN
mude freat

receivers out of STABLEIN
;:J.:rnra without the greatest physical
8.

Joey Galloway (5.10, 170, Fr.) is a
grumlsing prospect who could push
tablein for the starting poaition. Red-
shirted last year, Galloway has great
apead, oxcellont handa and a penchant
for fighting his way to the football, He
caught 32 passes for G608 yards and
eight TDs as a senior in Bellaire, Ohio.

Chris Sanders (6-1, 165, Soph.)
minsed last senson due to Prop 42, but
has reminded the coaching stafl of Olive
with his slender bufld and acrobatic
eatching ability, His vertical jump of
better than 37 inches was tops on the
toam during the preseason.

Aaron Payne (5-8, 165, Soph.) is ex-
tremely dangerous with the football in
his hands and an open field in front of
him. Acknowledged ns the Buckeyes'
fastost player, Payno has made most of
his colleginte reputation as a sprinter
for the track team. However, he has
worked on catching the football during
the summer. He was in line to get more
Eln}'ing time this season, but suffered

roken wrist during practice Aug. 19
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nnd in expected to be sidelined up to six
weaka,
Flanker

Bernard Edwards (6-5, 205, Sr.) has
beon as much in the shadow of Joff Gra-
ham as Stablein
has of Olive. Not
as flashy as his
predecessor, Ed-
wards has been n
rolinble receiver,
entching ot least
10 passes in each
of his three sen-
sons ne o backup.
Hin 12 recoptions
was third on the =FEIes
toam |nat year and EDWARDS
represants L]
highest total among returning players
this season. Ho has worked hard to im-
prove his blocking, a lack of which got
him benched two sensons ago nlong
with Olive.

Greg Beatty (5-11, 180, Jr.) s
making n comeback from major knee
surgery performed just before last soa-
son began. In fact, had Beatty not blown
out n knee right before the Buckeyes'
first game, he would likely be a return-
ing starter and Olive would never have
had the yenr he had last season, When
healthy, Beatty has been one of the
team's best receivers in terms of speed
and running precise routes. If he's
physieally right, he'll play a lot.

Dante Lee (5-10, 186, Jr.) is simply
too talented to languish on the bench
the way he did for most of last season.
So the Buckeyes moved him to the
flanker position and may use him some
nt o wingback-type spot, Lee rededi-
cated himself to football over the sum-
mer and worked extremely hard on pass
routes and catching the football, He
may surprise as many poeople ns a
receiver na he did in 1989 as a tailback.

Allen DeGrafTonreid (6.3, 200, Jr.)
has consistently impressed the OSU
coaching stafl’ over the years with his
determination and hard work. That per-
serverance paid off Aug. 19, when
DeGraffonreid was awardod a scholar-
ship. One of the Buckeyes' botter block-
ing receivers, he neods only a chance in
game situations to become n reliable
pass-cateher.

Norman Williams (6-0, 185, Fr)) is
another outstanding prospect with out-
standing speed. He showed good hands
and ability during all of spring practice
nnd simpry needs more experience to
become an excellent receiver, A superla-
tive nthlete, he lettered in football,
track, basketball and swimming in high
school.

Tight End

Joff Ellis (6-4, 245, Sr.) should be the
starter Sept. 7 ngainst Arizana, but was
reportedly facing
an uphill climb in
summer school to
retain his academ-
ic oligibility, If
Ellis can return
for his finnl sen-
son, as wall as
return to the level
of play he ox-
hibited in 1988 be.  ~
fore being felled d
the following year
by n knes injury,

ELLIS
the Buckeyea will have one of the na-
tion's finost tight ends.

Cedric Saunders (6.3, 238, Soph.)
could be the starter if Ellis cannot be.
Even if Ellis can be, Saunders figures to
got plenty of playing time. Ho needs
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more weight and more consistency in
his blocking, but Saunders is an ex-
cellent receiver who the Buckeyes may
oven aplit out off the line on occasion
this year.

Joe Motzger (6-2, 235, Jr.) is in just
his second year at the position, but is
porhaps the finest overall athlete the
Buckeyes have at tight end. He satill
holds his high school's record for tho
100-maetor dash and needs only to im-
prove his blecking skills to merit more
playing time.

Travis Lutz (6-4, 220, Sr.) is a walk-
on player and fifth-year senior. Al
though he saw action in nine games last
sonson, most of it eame on spocial
teams. That may not be the case this
senson, especially if the Buckeyes con-
tinue to be thin at the tight end posi-
tion, Lutz may get plenty of playing
time in the wake of sophomore Chris
Roy's lntest knee injury.

Willinm Houston (6-1, 240, Saph.)
was moved to tight end from fullback on
the first day of presenson practice,
Houston does not have the height the
Buckeyes would like at the tight end
position, but his weight and strength
will be nasots in two tight end (orma.
tions.

Center

Paul Long (6-5, 270, Jr.) had an ex-
collent spring camp to become the lend.
ing candidate to -
roplace Beatty at =
conter. Strength,
desire and size are
his main at-
tributes, With
only soven
minutes of actunl
game action at
center under his
belt, his mnjor ‘?
wenkness is [n- "8 e
exporience.

Juck Thrush (6- LoNG
4, 260, Soph,) will go into the season as
the number one backup at conter. Ho
saw 36 minutes of action lnst season ot
the position and needs only to improve
his consistency to dent the starting
lineup.

1991 Football Previe

Right Tackle
Mick Shoaf (6.5, 280, Sr.) is the most
experienced of all Buckeye linemen,
starting all 12 , g Ty
games at strong
tackle last season.
This year, under

new offensive
eoordinntor  Elliot
Uzelae, the

linomen will not
awitch widen, so
Shoal will nlways
be on the right.
Lower body
atrength for block-
ing power is one of
his bost nssots, and he uses that power
to his advantage.

Jason Winrow (6-6, 290, Soph.) was
one of the most pleasant surprises of
1990 when he showed signs of becoming
an excollent offensive lineman, His only
problems have been an excoess of weight
and n Inck of intonsity at times, things
he has worked hard to fight against
through the off-season.

John Schilling (6-3, 285, Jr.) has not
seon nny game action in the three years
he has been a Buckeye, but that has not
deterred him from making big efforts in

SHOAF
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rnctice to impress the coaching stafl.
E’hll may finally be the year Schilling
fights his way onto the two-deep roster.
Left Guard
Len Hartman (6-2, 280, Jr.) perform-

. od well last senson in his first campaign

as a starter and |
nhould be one of
the line's
mainstays this
year, The Buck-
oyes' moat power-
f]fl Ilnomnr} (he
squat lifts 675
pounds), Hartman
in n superlative
run blecker and
has worked hard
in the off-season
to improve his
pasa protection skilla, He tired a bit at
the end of last season, so he has also
worked hard on his conditioning.

Dave Monnot (6-5, 265, Soph.) made
the switch from defonse to offense early
during preseason drills and began pick-
ing up the offonsive systam quickly. He
moved over to offense to provide more

HARTMAN

Continued On Page 10

Restaurant

Simply...the best steaks
and freshest seafood in
town, you can bank on it.

Name all the Ohlo State AllAmericans on our walls and win a free dinner for two

SW corner of Broad & High, 7 8. High St. 228-2858 Fax 228-7720

Haret Conslration
aectwodd Hardware

Counirysade Mardwire
Coainry Lumber
Fifth Avenua Lumbe

Caner Lumber Locatons
Cobumbus Busdens Supply (Columban)
Cobunbus Duldars Supply (Pan Cily)
Cobumbus Coal and Lime

Look what’s joined the anRETEnﬁne-up!

Set posts without mixing. Just pour QUIKRETE®
fasl-setting concrate dry into hole with waler, Or
pour slabs, sidewalks, steps, etc. Ready lor use in

Meet others in the QUIKRETE" line-up:

Concraie M Chsmnamiiing Camant

Mortas M Fiparaukd Wialeblog

fand Mia ARE g Comant

Guwad Masonry Costng

Machiop Patch Aprpht Concrwle Dessar ME W
Flapuana 0 0. Yy Concrsie Palches NEW!
Tube Band ol Misis Maosr M NEW
Trale Tog Al Fupose (Wavel NEW!

Tia Frogucis Continls and Kaphan Claanes
Patching Prasier  Gray Concrete Crach BealNEW

Buy QUIKRETE" products at ane of these dealers:

Kiniwood Lumbad
Lingen Hardwiarne

Linwath HarGwale

Reysh Hardmarg (Duban)
Poush Hardwara (Wettervila)
Sancusy Busoers Supply
Sl and Lamp Lumber
Suiheriand Home Centers
Zottar Mardware Locatony

THE QUIKRETE® COMPANIES: Northern Reglonal Offices @ 6225 Huntley Road @ 885-4406
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Defensive Line Features Three Veterans

Continued From Page 9

dopth after Nichols left the team and
since he pla zad the position in high
school, should vie for playing time this

BORRON,
Right Guard

Rod Smith (8.3, 285, Soph.) is one of
the Buckeyes' outstanding crop of young
offensive linemen.
Inexperience and
inconsistency
have been the
only things hold.
ing Smith back to
thin point. Now,
with eight gnmes
of experience un-
der n belt that is
nearly 40 pounds
lighter than it was
n yoar ago, Smith
could bo ready to SMITH
have an outstanding senson, He spent
the summeor in school trying to retain
his ncademic eligibility.

Mark Bean (6-5, 270, Fr.) is another
former defensive lineman who switched
to offense to provide added depth. Dur-
ing spring practice, Benn made a quick
impact on offense, despite goetting only
about n week at the position. [-fo im=
proved enough to move into the number
two position and, if something happens
Lo Smith, he could start.

Left Tackle

Alan Kline (6.7, 280, Soph.) has been
the darling of the OSU coaching atafl
for the past couple
of yenrs and this
may be the season
when he comes
into his own., He
started in  five
gnmos last year ©
and had stretchos |
in which he com-
pletely dominated
opposing linemen.
He has gained
about 20 pounds
this season and

KLINE
could be nn Outland Trophy candidate

in the near future.

Mike Dully (8.5, 280, Fr.) is an ex-
tromely tough competitor who plays of-
fonsive line with the mentality of a
dofensive linoman. He spent lnst season
as a redshirt but learned while on the
sideline, as evidenced by the way he
quickly picked up the Buckeyes' block-
ing schemes this spring.

Paul Sherrick (6-8, 300, Jr.) is still
one of the Buckeyes' biggest players,
but he hasn't had much of n chance to
show his talent., Baek surgery in 1989
and follow-up surgery last year have
robbed him of most of the last two sea-
sons. I he can stay healthy, he ¢an help
the team along the line.

Defensive End

Alonzo Spellman (6.6, 285, Jr.) is
ensily the most talked about member of
the Buckeyes'
defensive unit,
Still considored a
diamond in the
rough by the OSU
conching stafl,
most oxperts
agroe  that if .
Spellman reaches ] :
his full potential, =\
there will be in- i i ’
stant stardom in
the NFL awaiting =
him. After having SPELLMAN
some initial growing pains moving from
outaide linebacker to defensive end,
Spellman finished 1990 with 62 tackles,
8.5 tackles for loss and two sacks, stats
comparable to the ones he posted in "89
as a froshman, Should he break out
with a big year, all of those stats could
double

Derrick Fonter (6.5, 265, Jr.) has had
knoe, shoulder and hip injuries during
his OSU career. Had it not been for
those injuries, experts might talk about
Foster the same way they do about

- Spollman. Despite the injuries, Foster

remains an extremely capable backup
with enough quickness to shut down the
run and put occasional prossure on the
quarterback.

Peto Beckman (6-5, 235, Fr.) had an
excollent spring after he moved over

/
I
i
|
l
I

891-0664

WESTERVILLE
23 Huber Village Blvd.
882-55569

Dentys
B s oy
Stir-Fry Chicken w/ Vegetables |

Served with Rice Pilal, Choice of Soup or Salad and Bread Selection |
Available 11 a.m.to 10 p.m.

A —

NORTH
2454 E, Dublin-Granville Rd.

Open 24 Hours
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, Diner's Club

RESTAURANTS

EAST
2550 S. Hamilton Rd.
868-0323

65979 E. Main St.
864-8585

from the tackle position. An excellent
prospect, ho noeds only to gain game ox-
pnrienct With Spellman and Foster ns

relassmen, Beckman could be the
:ta ensive end ol'thn future for the Buck-

oyes,
Defensive Tackle

Rich Frimel (6-3, 250, Sr.) has been
one of the steadiest dn!'nnnlvo Iinnmnn
for Ohio State =
ginco 1988, He hos
seen action in 36
consecutive
games, the longest
strenk on  the
team, and has im-
proved his produc-
tion each year.
Many expect
Frimel to have n
100-tackle soason :
this year. » "

Matt Bonhaus FRIMEL
(6-5, 250, Fr.) has added 10 pounds of
muscle to his frame since last season

.+ and with Monnot's switch to offense,

should find himself playing quite a bit
behind Frimel this season. He was red-
shirted last season aftor an All-
American prep career at Cincinnati
Elder. He was another player who im-
pressed the OSU stafl last spring

Nose Guard
Grog Smith (6.2, 250, Jr.) is one of
the best rags-to-riches stories in eolloge

football, Over-
looked out of
Canton {Ohio)

Glon Oak, Smith
walked on with
the Buckeyes in
1088 and has gone
on ta not only win
n scholarship, but
also to become one
of the Big Ten's

top defonsive
linemen, He had
seven sacks in SMITH -

conforence games last year, more than
anyone else in the league, and was third
in tacklos for loss with 14.5. And he
keopt gotting better as the season wore

on, His finest offorts came against
Michigan, when he had eight tackles,
and Air Foree, when he registored n
careor-high 10 stops.

Sean Carden (6-1, 260, Fr.) in casily
the biggest nose guard the Buckeyes
have, An avid weightlifter, Carden is
nlso one of the most physical players on
the entire squad. He was another who
made significant strides during spring
practice sessions and should see playing
timo bohind Smith,

Randall Brown (6.3, 240, Fr.) wos
switched to the position enrly in
Bronnmn camp since top backup Coray

argo was rondered academically in-
oligible. Brown spent his redshirt sea.
son at inside linebacker and was going
to be n reserve at the rush outside spot
this year. However, because of his
talent, the coaching stafl wanted to find
n place where he could play this year
and nose guard was that position.

Rush Outside Linebacker
John Kacherski (6.3, 240, Sr.) is one
of the finest pass rushers in all of col-
lege football when
he is healthy. His
biggoest problem is
that he has not
been healthy for
most of the last
two years, felled
by separate in-
Juries to his right
knee. His firat-
half  performance
ngainst Toxas
Tech last season
(four tackles, two
sacks) lod some people to believe that
had Kacherski played the entire season,
the Buckeyes would have been in the
Rose Bowl,
Jason Simmons (6.5, 240, Soph.) wis
ressed into action last season when
cherak! went down and had an ex-
collent season. He finished second on
the team in tackles for loss (12) and
uarterback sacks (6), and earmed Big
‘on defonsive player of the week honors
againat lowa with eight tackles and two
sacks. With Kacherski wurkmb hin way

KACHERSKI

Cards, collectables

GARY

OVERTIME SPORTS

Currently In Stock:
OPC Premier Baseball

Action Packed Football
Upper Deck Football

1653 Brice Rd. (Located in the Brice Rd. Pharmacy)
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068
(614) 861-2402

Buy * Sell * Trade

e e e

DALE

You Can Count On These Services From
THE QUICKPRINT CENTRE

w Photoslalas

v Printing w Mosumes w Christmas Cards
w Typasatling » NCR Forms » Rubbor Stamps
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1399 Grandview Avenue * Columbus, Ohio 43212
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back from the knee injuries, Simmonn
may not equal last year's total of 273
minutes of action, but hell be close.

Inside Linebacker

Steve Tovar (6-4, 240, Jr.) is ono of
the premier linebackers in the country
and many experts
pick him aa one of
thoe favorites to
contend for Lom.
bardi and Butkus
awards. He had |
double-figure
tacklo per-
formances in nine §
games last year §
und finished with
116 total stops,

-
the first OSU de-

fender to record TOVAR

100 or more tackles in a season since
Chris Spielman in 1987, The broken
bone he suffered in his left foot lnst
April has completely henled.

Alox Rodriguez (6-1, 224, Fr.) estab-
lished himself ns n solid number two
linebacker bohind Tovar last spring. He
was initinlly recruitod ns a fullback, but
played enough linebacker in high school
to moke the switch easily midway
through last season, Despite his size, he
{8 very physical, thanks in part to lower
body strength that keeps him from get-
ting swept off his feet by opposing of-
fensive inemen.

Inside Linebacker

Judah Herman (6-1, 226, Sr.) is prob.
ably the most underrated player for the
Buckeyes. In three
sonsons, he haas
beon up and down
the depth chart,
but still manages
to contribute his
share of tackles.
This year, he on-
ters the senson as
the number one
inside backer, o M
position he held in
1989, but lost last
sanson to team-
mate Tom Lense, His lack of height
somotimes works against him to some
oxtant, but he maokes up for it with
heart and determination, With 32
games of action behind him, Herman is
the Buckeyes' most exporienced inside
backer. With few exceptions, Herman is
one of the mont dedieated and hard-
nosed players the Buckeyes have.

Tom Lease (6-5, 240, Jr.) has started
the last two years and figures to see a
lot of playing time if he retains his aca-
demic oligibility in summer school.

Bextey Candy Skoppe

541 8. Drexel Ave, at Main

Baxley, Ohio 43209
2158510
“Featuring Ben Heggy Chocolatas”

Lease has started 23 of the 24 gamoes he
has played for the Buckeyes. He fin-
ished with 53 tackles last year, seven of
them against lowa in his finest perform.
ance of the senson,

Andy Gurd (6.3, 230, Sr.) was moved
briefly to outside linebacker in the
spring to protoct his shoulder, which
has been surgically repaired four times
in the last two years. When healthy,
Gurd in one of the finest defenders for
the Buckeyes. Perhaps he is finally
back. Gurd was one of the fow bright
spots in last year's Liberty Bowl when
he registered nine tackles.

Drog’Ou tside Linebacker

Mark Williams (6.4, 220, Soph.) has

beon one of the Buckeyes' budding stars

for the past couple

of years. Now,

with the pgradu-

ation of Jay Koch,

Williams gots his

chance to shine

this year. His &5 .
main attribute is i

quickness  when .

cavering running &< iyt

backs or tight &0 -

ends on short pass Vo . L J
atterns. But Wil-

ﬂnml ean ostab- WILLIAMS

lish himself against the run as well. He

came on satrong st tho end of the 1990

season, getting a career-high five tack-

les in the Liberty Bowl.

Preston Harrison (6.4, 2356, Fr.)
switched from the quarterback logjam
last spring and found himsell a home at
linebacker. Despite a groin injury that
hampered him all of Jast season, Har-
rison showed no ill effects from the in-
jury last spring and expects to fight
Williams for playing time this season,

Boundary Cornerback

Bryan Cook (6-3, 180, Jr.) switched
over from safety in the spring and im-
medintely made
an impact. Cook
gives the Buck-
eyes o larger look
at the strong side
of the field and
hos enough power
and speed to play
speady  receivers
one on one. It's
unlikely he can be
ou:jump;d }:‘ar the
ball witl in 36.
inch vertical leap. COOK

Brent Johnson (6-1, 218, Jr.) has
moved from his inside linebackor spot
this year to give the Buckeyes added
strength at cornerback. Johnson, who
was an all-state running back at Boxley
(Ohio), often had trouble maintaining
onough weight to play linebacker, so he
should be more comfortable in the
secondary. The mentality he has built
through the last two seasons as a line-
backer, though, could work to his ad-
vantage when making tackles on oppos-
ing recoivers,

AUTOMOTIVE STRUCTURAL METAL EXPERTS

Open Side Cornerback

Foster Paulk (5-11, 190, Jr.) has boen
a part-time starter the past two seasons
and figures to be m
full-time one this
year. The fastest
of the Buckeye
defensive  backs,
Paulk is expected
to ba ealled upon
for more one-on-
one coverage this
season and he ex-
pects to add to his

career J‘rjmrp;p. L - |
tion to thia
year. Ho should PAULK

also replace Vinnie Clark ns the Buck-
eyes’ top punt blocker this year,

Tim Walton (6.0, 165, Soph.) has
made great strides in the past year and
may got even more experience this sea-
son. Walton has proved himself to be n
ball hawk, ns avidenced by his three in-
tercoptions last year in just 89 minutes
of netion, He missed almost all of spring
practice due to a pulled hamstring and
spent his summer in school attempting
to retain hin eligibility for the upcoming
sonson.

Strong Safety

Roger Harper (6-4, 224, Soph.) made
the switch from offense to defense a suc-
cossful one last
ﬂ:nr and is now

ing praised as
ane of the top up-
and-coming
defensive back
prospects in the
entire nation. His
size and apeed
give the Buckeyes'
secondary a bigger ]
look, one which it v |
hasn't had in
recont yenrs. Har. HARPER
per also apponrs to have the ability to
provide man coverage on deop routes,
another facet of the OSU secondary that
has boan lacking in the past,

Tim Patillo (6-11, 170, Fr.) can play
either safoty position, but is expected to
concentrate mainly on the strong safoty
position this season. Despite his size, he
enn deliver big hits and has the speed to
be able to help out on coverage assign-

ments. He should be used quite a bit in
the Buckeyes' nickel coverages.
Free Safety
Chico Nelson (6.1, 190, Soph.) came
out of spring practice with the number
one position,
solidifying it with

mite
Saunders in the
annual spring
game. Nelson is
an exeiting erowd
plenser who
sacrifices hin body =
to groat longths Lo =3
make the big hit.
In addition to his
tackling prowess, Nelson also has ex-
collent coverage akills.

The second-team froe safory will like-
}Lcmn from the pack of incoming

shman defensive backs signed by the
Buckoyes lnst winter,

Special Teams

Tim Williams (5-9, 180, Soph.) led
the Buckeyes in scoring last season
with 70 points. He g ShL -
mado 13 of 18
field goal at-
tempts, including
seven of his last
eight during the
rogular  season.
One of Willinms'
kickas was n 52

NELSON

yarder ngainst

Boston  Colloge,

tying  him ll'm‘ e N
fourth-longest WILLIAMS

field goal in OSU
history. He entera 1991 with a strenk of
40 consecutive PATS, just 23 behind
Pat 0'Morrow’s school record of 63 in n
row. His only problom seems to bo lack
of distance on kickofTs, but he hopes to
improve upon that this season, He is
also expected to be the team's punter
this year, although incoming freshman
Mike Crissy could get that job.

Jon Berger (511, 190, 8r.) will be
Williams' backup again this year. Al-
though he has nover attempted n eol-
loginte field goal or extra point, he pro-
vides insurance in the event Williams
gots injured. Bergor also kicked off 13
times last season.

=

Insurance Discounts
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If your home is less than 10 years old, Grange can open the
door 1o lower insurance rates! Call us today! You may qualify
for other Grange homeowner discounts, 100,
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876-4634
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Restorations, Inc.
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Senior Thinks He Has Served Apprenticeship Long Enough

Graham Enters Year With Sllght QB Edge

|

L l. "
Wlun you are fighting for the suminu quurtcrb:lck pnsitlon at
Ohio State, it seems that everyone wants to talk with you. Long-
time Columbus sportscaster Jimmy Crum (center) and his pho-
tographer interview Kent Graham (11) during photo day.

b e o e e s o]

3404 LONDON -GROVEPORT RD,
GROVE CITY, OH 42122
0714333

B . “ 0
| vaLuABLE couron | P
| LARGE BUCKET | .
$2.00 | ]
coscamn| | wRiA | %
DAMNG RANGE LT ;;1
m
L]

Purchase 1992 memberihip
Drivers in stock now now and we'll throw in
16% ol the balanee of this year

NOILONYLSNI TYNOISSI40Hd % SIDVHIAZE L1INAY 4700 301

Over 30 Hi-tech Demo

»*

G#&) BUCKS! :
%3 e 5

B

Hol, Hol Specials now through Ocl. 31 =

* ok Kk K * ok Kk ok a
Saturday in Mens Day Weekday frequent uner e
1ot Bucketl regular program = purchase 4 Buckots ;
price Consecutive Buckets w/in o Monday-Friday period, ﬂ
60% off the fifth ene is free -

* ok ok ok Aok K K 5]

* FULL SERVICE CLUB REPAIR * PRO LINE CLUB SALES

By Rich Leonardo

If you enjoy life on the edge, then you
might consider trading places with Ohio
State quarterback Kent Graham,

Graham knows something about
odgos,

The 6-5, 220-pound senior seoms to
have a slight edge in the battle being
waged to bocome the Buckeyes' starting
quarterback this fall, But if he has more
than just n slight edge, nobody in
charge is saying,

“If Kent has an edge, it's simply be-
cause he's older and has been in there a
little,* mnid OSU quarterbacks conch
Ron Hudson, “He still has to prove to us
that he won't make some of the careless
mistakes he made in the spring. If he
doesn’t throw interceptions and force
the ball, then I'd say he's got a real good
chance of starting.”

Last season, Graham battled Kirk
Horbatreit for the backup job to starter
Greg Frey. Graham won the battle for
number two, and the former Notre
Dame backup played in six games, com-
ploting 156 of 26 poassen for 195 yards
and three touchdowns.

This season, Frey is gone, but Gra.
ham is still battling Herbstreit, with
rodshirt freshman Joe Pickens thrown
into the fray as well, So far, during a
battle that bogan last apring and, ac-
cording to head conch John Cooper, may
continue well into the regular senson,
Graham seems up to the task,

“I've been preparing hard all summer
to be the best | can possibly be, both
mentally and physically,” he said. *I've
studied the play book intensely and I've
lost weight (27 pounds), so I feel I'm
better prepared to play than at any time
in my career.”

Graham's weight loss is apparently
in answer to those who questioned his
mobility last yenr. When offensive coor-
dinator Elliot Uzelac came on board lnst
winter, one of his firat edicts was that
sevoral players rid themselves of excess
baggage. Graham was one, and he did
BO.

“It's a bonus to have a quarterback
who can move around well,” Hudson
snid. “With Kent's loss of weight, 1
think you'll see some real improvement
there.”

Improving the quarterback position
from last senson might be a tall order,
considering Frey's experience and hia
three atraight 2,000-yard passing sea-
sons, Yet his failure to get the Buckeyes
to the Rose Bowl in throe sensons as a

Single-season passing yardage for
Ohlo State starting quarterbacks:
Qn Yr. Yardage
Ant Schlichter 1981 2,551
Jim Karsatos 1985 2311
Jim Karsatos 1986 2212
Gireg Frey 1969 2132
Greg Frey 1990 2,062
Greg Frey 1988 2,028
Mike Tomezak 1984 1,952
Mike Tomczak 1983 1,942
Art Schlichter 1980 1,930
Art Schlichier 1979 1816
Tom Tupa 1987 1,786
John Borton 1952 1,555
An Schlichier 1978 1.250
Bill Long 1966 1,180
Cormnelius Greene 1975 1,066
Don Unverferth 1965 1,061
Rod Gierald 1977 1,016
Rex Kemn 1969 1,002
Rex Kem 1968 072
Cornelius Greene 1974 939
Anthony Curcillo 1951 912
Don Unverferth 1964 B71
Gireg Hare 1972 815
Tom Matte 1 960 m
Don Lamka 1971 718
Don Unverferth 1963 586
Pandel Savic 1949 SB1
Bill Leggett 1954 578

starter led to his disfavor with many
OSU fans.

*Grog was a good quarterback, and
he had a ton of experience,” Coaper
said. “But Kent has done everything
wo've naked of him, and we're anxious
to got him out there and see what he
enn do.

*Having to start the season with a
brand new quarterback is really one of
the great things about college football.
You get to start over, start anew. We'll
be just fine with whomever is our new
quarterback,”

Cooper's  referral to “whomever”
loaves a lingering doubt about who will
be the starter.

*I'm eonfident Kent ean do the job,”
Hudson said, “But to predict how many
games we might win with him at the
helm is unfair. However, it is fir to say

Free Admission To:
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_____________________________________

Annual Mambarship: $25 Family

Northwestern

Phone

UCKE. E E Acddress

Mail check 10: Butkeys Booslers, 1855 E. Dubkn-Granvile Rd..
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that we hove the nucleus, eapecially at
quarterback, to be in contention for the
title in Novembaer.”

A title in November would be sweet
music to the Buckeye fnithful and
would keep the hounds away from
Cooper's front door as well. In n season
in which every game is rumored to be a
“must win,” the play of OSU’s quarter-
back muast be impeccable.

*Paople can speculate all they want,
but they don't know what they're talk-
ing about," Hudson said, “It's all in how
you define win. Teams just don't go out
and win 12 gamos anymore. It's just not
done, There'a only one or maybe two
tenms a yoar that manage to win 11, so
to aay that this young team will go out
and win 11 or 12 games to anve some-
body's job that's not in jeopardy anyway
in ludicrous.

*We're going to play the guy who best
fits our needs with no conscious affort to
worry about jobs or a certain number of
winms.”

OSU"s neods in the past have some.
times simply been the ability to hand off
to great running backs, but the strength
of Graham's right arm is no secret.

*I think we'll throw long on oceasion,
but mostly we'll go with a controlled
passing attack,” Groham said. *But
other teams shouldn't take for granted
that we won't go doop, because wo
certainly can.”

While the deep pass is the crowd
pleaser, the running of Scottie Graham,
Carlon Snow, Butler Bynoté and Ray.

mont Harris assures the Buckeyes of a
strong running game. Again, n mobile
quarterback would fit in nicely with
that running game

“I've always felt comfaortable rolling

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

out and moving around in the pocket,”
Graham sald. “I've gotten a labal na
someone who ean't move, but I've never
felt that way. In faet, last fall 1 put on
couple of serambling exhibitions.”

Being mistaken for Rex Korn or
Cornelius Greene in not, however, one of
Graham's problems,

“People shouldn't expect Kont to run
around back there and make things
happen,” Hudson said. *We have to utl-
ize what ho does bost, and that's throw-
ing the football downfield. If he's con-
sistent nnd executes the gnme plan,
then he'll be doing his job and leading
by example as well.”

Graham, who transforred to Ohio
State from Notre Dame, would like to
load the Buckeyos to the same kind of
success his former school haa enjoyed.

sraham is the proud owner of n nation-
al championship ring and would love to
have another.

“As a leader, my teammates know
oxnctly what 1 can do,” he said. *I'm
sure they're confident with me as their
quarterback.”

Highly touted out of Wheaton (111}
North and labeled a blue chip prospect
at Notre Dame, Graham is now at the
boginning of the end of his colloge
carcer, and he hopes it has a happy
ending.

“There ia cbviously a lot of pressure,
no doubt about it,” he said. *I mean, this
is my last go-round and I want it to be
my very best. Yet I'm trying to koep
things in perspoctive bocause I can't
perform to the best of my abilities if |
let unnecossary prossure get to me.,

“When I'm out there, Il play as hard
ns | can and that will hopefully be good
enough to ploase everybody and put us
in the Rose Bowl.”

KENT GRAHAM - 11
6-5, 220, Senior
Wheaton, Il

North H.S.

Born 11-1-68

Major — Business
FILE NOTES = Hoping to suc-
ceed three-year starter Greg
Frey as the Buckeyes' number
one quarterback this season,
Spent last year as Frey's back-
up, seeing action in six games,
Completed 57.7 percent of his
passes last season (15 of 26) for
195 yurds and three touchdowns,
Transferred to Ohio State from Notre Dame following the 1988 season.
Has a national championship ring from his days as a backup quarterback
to Tony Rice with the Fighting Irish, Strong arm always makes him a
threat to go deep.

PERSONAL - Lost more than 20 pounds during the off-season to help
increase his mobility. Was one of the most sought-after quarterbacks in
the nation out of high school. Got his first collegiate start with Notre
Dame against Boston College and, three years later with Ohio State,
threw his first collegiate touchdown pass against Boston College. One of a
handful of married players on the roster. He and his wife, Courtney,

had their first child just before the annual Big Ten KickolT Luncheon in
Chicago, a 7-pound, 12-ounce son named Taylor Zachary,
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Woody Hayes: The Man and Mis Dynasty,
Is @ sentimental journey into yesteryear
which will make all Buckeye lans stand
up and cheer.
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Frequently Written Off, Herbstreit Battles For Top Spot

B os What
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Kirk Herbstreit (4) hopes to sce more game action at quuru.-rh
back this year than he has the last two seasons. Herbstreit, who
was limited to special teams action last year, is fighting for the

starting quarterback spot with Kent Graham and Joe Pickens.
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I'he Bottom Line:

Lenox Inn Taste
On A Business Budget

t these prices, you don't really

A;n‘u to have evening maids
leave gold-loiled gourmet

chocolates on your down:

Iilled pillow or your bed triple-
sheeted. .or room service or 18th
Cenwury English room decor,
marble [loors in the lobby, private
club atmosphere in the bar...or
suprerh [ood in the restaurant...
gaslights in the courtyard or
attentive service.

Free and easy parking, TV
and a phone, That you expect

But all of the above is what
you get at Lenox Inn-Columbus
because you dédserve our best,

.70 East ot Rt. 256 . Exit 112
Columbus, Ohjo 43068

15 minutes from airport

and downtown Columbus

1.800.821-0007 « 1.614-861.7800

By Mike Wachaman

There are comebacka, and then there
are comebacks,

Ohio State has a couple of players -
most  notably  linebackers  John
Kacherski and Andy Gurd — who are
moking comebacks from serious in-
Juries.

Then there is junior quarterback
Kirk Herbatreit. Although he has never
been injured while at Ohio State, the 6-
2, 213-pounder knows quite a bit about
comobacks.

Herbatreit has yo-yoed his way up
and down the depth chart at quarter-
back since signing with the Buckeyes in
1988, Ho has nlways had the “option
stylo” tng, nomething that didn't exactly
fit well into Ohio State's pro style pass-
ing nttack of the past three years,

Herbstreit competed and competed,
but never saw any nction. He had to nc-
copt the number three position last yoar
and was even relegated to the kickoll
coverage team,

Players with lesser hoarts might
have given up the dream of becoming
the starting quarterback at Ohio State.
Some may question hin ability, but ne
one questions Herbatreit's heart,

He's back ngain, this time compoting
for the starting position and demuanding
notice from the OSU coaching stafT,

Ho is in the thick of n three-way
battle with senior Kent Graham, the
number one backup last year, and red.
shirt freshman Joo Pickens, touted by
experts ng the next groat OSU passer.

Many figure the ultimate decision
will come down to one between Graham
and Pickens, But if you foel that way,
keep your opinion to yoursell. The only
opinions that matter to Herbatreit are
thoae of the conching stafl,

“It doesn't bother me that people are
thinking about Kent and Joo first,” he
said. *1 don't let it affect me at all. I just
hope it doesn't afTect any of the coachos'
thoughts and what they do. I atill think

It’s Like To Come Back

I'm in the race, and it's going to be a
good battle,”

Ohio State head conch John Cooper
and quarterbacks conch Ron Hudson
have repeatedly stated that all three
will get n chance for substantial playing
time during the three-game non-
conference schedule.

Stll, there remain doubters.

“Knowing Kirk like I do, I think it
makes it tough on him,” Hudson said.
“It's like anything else. You want to be
accopted by the publie, und he's pretty
sensitive about those things. He has a
lot of pride.

*He is a person that probably lets
this bother him, but at the same time,
he's letting it pump him up beeause he
wants to show everybody what he ean
do,

“He's coming in with a good attitude,
but at the same time, he wanta to show
people, ‘Hoy, I'm not third here, and I'm
going to get this poaition.'"”

One of the prerequisites for playing
quarterback is the ability to throw the
football. To hear Hudson and Herbstreit
tell it, there was a lot of schooling in
“Passing Technique 101" when Herb-
ntrait eame to Columbus,

“When he came in here, ho couldn't
throw a lick, to be honest with you”
Hudson said. "In high school, all he did
was run the option, He has to improve a
little bit in the drop.-back scheme, but
he worked real hurd this summer. He
can throw on the move, bocause that's
what he did in high school.

“But ho hns improved drastically his
tachnique, his confidence, his presence,
everything. | wouldn't hesitate at all to
play Kirk."

You'll get ne argument from the
pupil.

I'm much more confident in my
passing ability now, especially the drop-
back,” Herbstreit said. “l feel much
more nt ense. It's like Coach Hudson
said, It's been a 180-degree turn, When
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I eame in, | was atrictly option and 1
wasn't reanlly comfortable with throw-
ing. Now I don't have any problem with
throwing the ball.*

Like mny good field general,
Herbstreit has a plan mapped out for
his nssault on the starting job.

"My goal is to start by the time the
Rig Ten season starts,” he said, “Hard
work and not making mistakes should

—_—
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got me thore. 1 would love to take us to
the Rose Bowl and go undefeated,
That's my main goal, The dream of any-
body who has grown up wanting to be n
Buckeyes is to go to Ann Arbor un.
defented, beat Michigan and go to the
Ross Bowl.

“It would be the best, the greatest
feeling ever. And I think we can do {t.”

Herbstreit — or Graham or Pickens
for that matter — will have to work
with almost entirely new receivers, ns
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starters Jeff Graham and Bobby Olive
went to the NFL. Projected startors
Bernard Edwards and Brian Stablein
enught juat 22 passes botween them last
yoar,

The inexperience that runs rampant
throughout the OSU passing game
doosn't really worry Herbstreit, In fact,
ho thinks the Buckeyes may be the sur-
prise team of 1991

“There’s no doubt we ean contend for
the title,” he said. “Once we get into fall
practice, the quarterbacks and receivers
should be on the same page. With the
schedule we've got, we should go into
Michigan 10.0, no doubt in my mind, es-
pocially if the defensa can stay llvaltlw
We have a lot of talent over there.

*That first conference game being
with Wisconsin is n real advantage.
Plus, all four of those first games are at
home, which s another advantage. It
should just earry over. Everything is in
our hands right now and we just have to
take advantage of it. The table’s set for
us,”

There has boan speculation about
how the devastating 23:11 loss to Alr
Farce in the Liberty Bowl might afTect
the Buckeyes this season.

“We don't think about it,” he said,
“It's not really brought up at all, It's not
nn issue. We just kind of dropped it
after that night. We build a little more
on the Michigan game. We were one
inch away from being in the Rose Bowl,

“Wo can build on that, | suppose, but
this is » new team, There’s a new foun-
dation. We're putting the old traditions
bohind us, We're forgetting about the
old and bringing in the new."

Business Equipment Inc.

USED OFFICE
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HERBSTREIT AT A GLANCE

KIRK HERBSTREIT -4
6-2, 213, Junior
Centerville, Ohio
Centerville H.S.
Born 8-19-69
Major - Marketing

FILE NOTES = Played his way
into the battle for the starting
quarterback position with a
strong showing last spring, He
completed four of seven passes
for 37 yards in the annual
spring game, Herbstreit came
to the Buckeyes as strictly an
option quarterback, but has
worked hard to perfect his e

skills to fit in with OSU's pro-style offense. Handled the team’s holding
assignments on place-kicks and will do so again this season. His only
pass attempt last season came on a botched extra point attempt and was
intercepted. Has seen only 52 minutes of game action in two seasons,
PERSONAL = The first player to commit to John Cooper as head coach
at Ohio State, Herbstreit verbally committed Dec. 31, 1987, the same
day that Cooper was hired. Led Centerville to a perfect 10-0 record in
1986 and was named Ohio's player of the year in *87, His father, Jim,
played at OSU from 1958-60 and coached under Woody Hayes in 1961
and 1962, Hobbies include baseball, fishing and video games,
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“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More"

Section 2

Levels Charges Against Philosophy Of Coaching Staff

Smith Quits Team Durlng Preseaso Camp

By Mike Wachaman

Sophomore tailback Robert Smith
quit the Ohio State football toam Aug.
28 amid allegations that members of
the coaching stafl care little about aeca-
demies and that players are being un-
necossarily injured.

Smith elalmed head coach John
Cooper ond nasistant conch and of-
fensive coordinator Elliot Uzelac were
at the root of the problem, saying he
would not consider returning to the
team if the two coaches remained in
their positions,

However, by Aug. 27, when BSB
went to press, Smith's stance had
softened slightly. He had a meeting
with mthletic director Jim Jones Aug. 26
and another with Cooper at 6:30 am.
the following day. Those meetings
fuelod speculation that Smith, named
national freshman of the year by United
Presw International in 1090 aler gain-
ing 1,126 yards, may be back on the
team before the opening game with Ari-
zona Sept. 7.

Smith told The Columbus Dispatch
In the Aug. 27 issue, “I'd love to come
baek,” but when BSE contacted the tail-
back at his Columbus apartment, all he
would say was, “I've already said too
much the way it is. I'm not going to say
anything more about it.”

Soveral newspapers later reported
Smith had indicated his problem was
with Uzelae, not Cooper.

Neither Jones nor Coaper would com-
ment on thelr moeetings with Smith, but
Cooper went out of his way to defend
Uzelac

“He hae done n great job for us since
ho's been here,” Cooper said, “Elliott
and | are on the same page regarding
academics, discipline, toughness and
hard-nosed football, He's teaching the
kind of football that I love, that 1 played
and I've taught myself."

According to reports, Smith said
Uzelae, the first-year offensive coor-
dinator who replaced Jim Colletto, told
Smith he was at Ohio State to play foot.

ball and was taking academics too
seriously. On a separate occasion,
Smith said he was studying in his dorm
at 10:30 pm,, curfoew time for the
players, and Uzelac told him to turn his
lights out, even though he was study-
ing.

Uzelae rofused all requests for inter-
views,

*Robert did say he didn't feel like we
were doing enough for our athletes aca-
domically,” Cooper snid, “that we didn't
care about an athlete's scademic prog-
ross until ho was in trouble. As far as
I'm concerned, that's completely fulse,

“I have nover in my coaching careor
asked a young man to miss an academic
appointment of any kind for anything
rolated to football, Period.

“The first goal we have at Ohlo State
is to earn a degree. That's the thing 1
emphasize nlmost every time we have a
tenm meeting. Go to class, go to atudy
hall and graduate from Ohio State. Our
seniors this year are all scheduled to
gradunto.”

Tom Bane, Smith's high school coach
at Euelid, Ohio, backed Smith on the
charges about Uzelac.

*I back him 100 percent,” Bane told
BSB, “I've made a lot of phone calls and
talked to a lot of people. Robert made a
comment about one of the coaches
caring nbout football before ncademics,
and I've talked to several people, nnd
ovorybody I've talked to, without know.
ing Robert Smith, would beliove that
his comments aro 100 percont accurate,
knowing the coach that is invelved.”

However, Banc was quick to point
out that criticism loveled ot Cooper was
unfoundod.

“During the recruitment process,”
the Euclid coach said, “John Cooper
said that il a class conflictod with foot-
ball, the class would take precedence. |
believe John Cooper. But the kid geta
down there and another coach is telling
him to miss class,

Continued On Page 51

tl‘

Ohio State sophomore tailback Robert Smith quit the team Aug.
23 amid allegations that members of the coaching staff, particu-
larly offensive coordinator Elliot Uzelae, stressed athletics over
academics,

the world.

Whether or not Robert Smith was justified when he walked off the feotball
team nt Ohio State Aug. 23 is irrelovant, As wo went to press Aug, 27, it appeared
that Smith was on his way toward mending some fonces with head coach John
Cooper, indeed, perhaps on his way toward rejoining the team,

The question | have is not how circumstances could have arisen to lead Smith
to his decision to leave the tenm, but, rather, how could this bright, articulate
young man who will most likely make a fine doctor someday be so naive when it

Put Academics First? Don’t Be So Naive

By Mark Rea
On more than one eccasion, I have been labeled a possimiat. I prefor to think
I'm a realist. In any case, | never knew just how many naive people there are in

COMMENTARY

comes to the big business of college football,

I am in no way, shape, or form advocating that college football players should
not be made to attend classes. They should be encouraged to attend them. After
all, they are trading upon their talents in that particular sport to obtain the
college education and the degree that will serve them long after their bodies can
no longer stand up to the rigors of football, And that is precisely the point, Young

Continued on Page 61
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Smith’s Prep Coach Defends His Decision

Continued From Page 20

“It's very simple. Robert Smith will
play for John Cooper, but he won't play
for Elliot Uzelne. He told me he would
have no problem coming back and play-
ing for John Cooper, But under no cir-
cumstances would he compromise his
principles and play for Elliot Uzelac.”

In addition to the charges he leveled
at Uzelae, Smith nlso charged that the
conching staff was putting players in
danger with all the preseason contaet,
and that players woere getting injured
unnecensarily.

“The other comment that was made,
about the safety of our football players
by the coaches, Il say it ngain,” Cooper

Commentary

Continued From Page 29

men agree to trade their talent for a full
acholarahip. Those who advocats paying
colloge football players additional
money for playing the game must not
realize the valuo of a college oduention.
Down through the years, there have
beon poarents who have scrimped and
eaved, working two and three jobe, just
to pay for the college aducation of their
sons and daughters. College football
playors on full acholarship get their
schooling, books, menls and housing
given to them at no charge, If they need
spocial tutoring in cortain classen, it is
available to them, also free of charge
There are other benefits of o full
echolarship, not available to normal
students, too numerous to mention,

A colloge oducation at Ohio State —
rogarded na one of the top universities
in the nation — is worth many thou-
sands of dollars at face value. Add to
that the many more thousands the
athleto can earn in his chosen profos-
sion nfter colloge and, for the
ultrntalented foew, the many millions
that ean be earned playing professionnl
football, and you begin to seo the small
investment the athlete mnkes for the
privilege of going to colloge for free,

However, colloges don't give away
dogreos for nothing in return, To be
bl*l-lkl”i-' honest, Robert Smith, and
every Buckeye football player on full
scholarship for that matter, is at Ohio
Stats to play football first and be a stu.
dent secand. That i the way the system
in. The system is wrong. The system
stinks, But nevertholoss, that's the way
it in, It's that way at Notre Dame, it's
that way at Oklahoma, it's that way at
Florida State, and it's that way at Ohio
State, It's that way throughout college
football. Teams that do not prescribe o
that system do not compete for
championships.

Ie anyone #o nnive nas to baliove for a
socond that if John Cooper had n toam
full of Aeademic All-Americans and
posted losing records that he would be
the head coach at Ohio State for very
long? Of courne not. Then how ean any-
ono believe that ncademics nctually
come first at America's perennial col-
lege football powora?

Moat people will think that's a pretty
I)cniimi-lit view of the way things aro,
Perhaps if the fans and we, ne membera
of the medin, were not so demanding,
things would not be the way they are.
But things are as they nre, and that's
not being possimistic. That's being
realistic,

snid. “My son played for me, and we
treat our f‘oo'lbnllJI playera exactly like I
would treat my own son.

“Surs, we run a tough, physieal foot-
ball eamp, We work these players hard,
We do ﬁnvn a curfow. And if that's
wrong, then in Robert's opinion, maybe
we're wrong.”

Some of Smith's teammates ans-
wored his charges. Thoy appeared to
support his deeision, but gome had n
few probloms with the way he went
about it.

“Robert probably went a little bit fur.
ther than he needed to,” said senior
linebneker Andy Gurd. “Sure, winning
in very important here. That's why you
eome to Ohio State to play football, You
also come here to et n gront edueation,
and that's what the majority of us do
hera.

“Rob may have concentratod on his
eduention n little bit more than others
and maybe he put more emphasis on it,
I've never had any problems juggling
football and neademies.”

Junior lincbacker Steve
soomed to echo Gurd's sentiments,

“He's maybe more concerned about
his academics than moat people,” Tovar
snid. “I'm concorned about my academ.
fes, too, but 1 want to play football, I
want to gradunte with n degroee and I
want to go on to play professional foot-
ball someday. I have to keep them both
in perspoctive and balance them any
way | can.”

Some players indicated that Smith's
nctions might have stemmed from an
incident that oceurred at a recent prae-
tice involving senior linebacker John
Kacherski.

According to Kacheraki, he jumped
offside on n particular play, was yellad
at by Cooper, argued with the coach and
was told to run laps. But instead of run-
ning the laps, he 'EJR the field and went
into the locker room of the Woody
Hayes Athlotic Center. There, he on-
countered Smith.

Some have elnimed that ineident eo-
mented Smith's decision to quit the
team, but Kacherski didn't agree. In
fact, although the two players talked
nbout Smith pondering a decision to
lonve the team, Kacherski anid his
being thrown out of practice should not
have comonted the decision.

“If you get a little bit older, you can
underatand that coachos look at you s
a player,” Kacherski safd. “If any other
player had done it, I'm sure the exnct
samo thing would have been done.
What a lot of people don’t know is that [
ran my mouth to Conch Cooper. 1 got
ripped for it.

“If you're on a team, you ean't have a
leader running his mouth to the
canches, And that's why he kicked me
off the field. I ran a lot for it. I talked to
him about it. He was disappointed with
me. I took my medicine and lived with
ic.*

As for Smith's charges that Uzelnc's
disciplined eamp was too tough and en-
cournged injuries, many players dis-
agreed with the star uulbncﬁ.

Kacherski went on to say that maybe
things are better when o tougher camp
is run. Early in his career, the senior
linebackeor played for former OSU head
conch Earle Bruce, and those preseason
proctice seasions were rough.

“This is the way I always remem-
bored camp being,” Kacherski said. “I
nlwnys heard the hell stories about
eamp, That's just the way it is, Camp is

Tovar
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hard on weverybody. It's exactly like
Earle's last eamp five years ngo, my
freshman year. We would be up in the
morning bright and early and he would
koop us until about 10 at night in meat-
ings.

*The younger guys don’t know that.
The only thing they remember is being
up at seven and being done after din-
ner. That's the way thoy think camp is
everywhere, but it's not,

“I'm disappointed about that state.
ment, guys saying eamp is hard. Camp
is not hard, There are probably guys
who will wake up in the morning aching
and paining and thinking about quit-
ting. But | don't think about that stuffl
when Saturday afterncon rolls around.
I'm sure what we're doing now will help
us in the end.” .

Not overy player was sympathotie
toward the sophomore running back,
Junior nose tackle Greg Smith, no rela-
tion to Robert Smith, but a premed
major like the tailback, said his former
teammate placed blame unnecessarily.

“If he would have said he was sick of
football and wanted to concentrate on
something olse, that would have baon
fine,” Greg Smith said. “But the way he
went and did it, and then he tries to
bad.-mouth our coaches and team. He
says our whole team is dissatisfled.
That's when [ got mad and wanted to
soy something.”

Greg Smith sald he undorstood
Robert Smith's neademic situation, in.
cluding fuiling n chemintry class during
summer quarter, but also said he
should face the music and take respon.
wibility for his own plight, _

“Robart {s tnking the same classes
I've already taken,” Greg Smith said,
“As a mntter of fact, the clnss he was
failing this summer is the same clans [
took lnst summer. I had an ‘A’ going
into the final, but we got into two.a.
days, I kind of messed the final up and
onded up with u B-plus.’

“Robert in failing the class. He ad-
mitted to me several times that he
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never oes to class, but to blame Conch
Cooper and Coach Uzelac is ridiculous.
He was misging practice once a day for
that class. They were lotting him and
they were giving him a tutor — he
wanted a tutor, He's got an F.' He
noeds to study harder to get an ‘A’ on
the final so he ean get a 'C' in the clase.”

Bane later confirmoed that Smith wns
having problema in the chemistry class,
which was an ndvanced level class, and
had been receiving tutoring.

Gregg Smith added that he felt sorry
that Robert Smith quit the team, but
quickly said that the team will continue
townrd its goal of winning the Big Ten
championship and going te the Rose
Bawl.

“T feel bad for him,” Greg Smith said.
“I'm not totally hating him, but I think
he made a big mistake and jumped to
conclusions and went ahead with some-
thing without really thinking about it.”

Bane said Smith did not jump to con-
clusions without thinking about the
conapquences.

“He told me he had thought about it
for o long time," Bane said. *I know
when Robert does something he thinks
it through. The only thing | wish he had
done differently wns said, ‘I'm leaving
the team,’ and left it at that. Let the
eomments come from the Ohio State
peopla and then retort to that, This
way, ha looka like the villain.”

The bottom line, necording to Bane,
s that Smith's statements have sub-
stance and that the youngster {s being
unfairly vilified by people who don't
have knowledge of the situation.

“He's gotting ripped as being a prima
donna for all this,* Bane said. “People
better renlize something. Here's n kid
who last year, they were talking about
three yeara down the road, he was going
to win a Heisman Trophy and be a num-
bar one draft pick,

“You're mrk.ing about him walking
away from n million-dollar-a.year con-
tract. If that doesn't take guts to do
what he did, I don't know what doea.”
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