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Will Stress Work With Players, Not Plays

fArA

No Fancy Spring Plans For Colletto

EDITOR'S NOTE: This issue of
Bucheye Sports Bulletin covers
Ohio State's spring football prac-
tice from the offensive side of the
ball. The next issue, due to be pub-
lished April 24, will cover
defense.

By Mike Wachsman

Although defense may determine the
success or failure of n football team, if n
team stops its opponents, yet fails to
seare itself, it won't win many games.

In charge of Ohio State’s offensive
fortunes in 1990 will be offensive coor-
dinatar Jim Colletto, entering s third
season in that position, ns well as that
of assistant head coach under John
Caooper.

The Buckeyes averaged 28.3 points
per game last season on the way to an
84 campaign.

The 'Bue'h.-yu amassed 2,717 rush-
ing yords and 2,180 passing yards to
secure the Big Ten total offense crown,
averaging 408.1 yards per game, 18th
best in the country.

While many fans felt Colletto’s ar-
rival in Columbus meant wide-open
football, which would have been in
stark contrast to the conservative style
of former coach Earle Bruce, the Bucks
have shown a pretty equal balance be-
tween passing and running the last two
SOASONS.

And Colletto says if fans are waiting
for the team to run all sorts of gadget
plays and options and the like, they
may get a bit impatient.

“We are going to go with what got us
to this point,” Colletto said. "Spring is
the time when you look at how people
kept themselves in shape and just reac-
quaint them with the basics of our phi-
losophy. There won't be anything earth.
shaking worked on this spring, because
we want to concentrate on the players
rather than the plays.”

Besides, offense is often based on
what opponents will give you and Col-
letto wants to inatill that into the young
offense.

“Our offense is more of what the op-
ponents will do,” he said. “We're not
going to change a lot of what we've done
in the past. We may emphasize a few
mare things that we really didn't do last
year, but we're not going to play any
differently. The biggest thing is the
physical part of football.

"We're not going to be a bunch of
Fancy Dan guys. We're going to be guys
who knock people around and that's the
way we're going to play.”

The biggest qrestion mark will likely
be the offensive line, where four
starters from last year's team will have

the '

to be replaced. The only returnee is
senior eenter Dan Beatty

“I know people have questions about
our offensive line, but they will become
a cohesive unit this season,” Colletto
said. “We're not so complicated that
guys can't learn what to do. The biggest
thing for these guys is learning to play
at the intensity level that it takes to
win. They doen't know hew geood the
guys are that they are going to play
against. That's the biggest problem.

“It's hard to alleviate that in the
spring because they're playing against
their own people. When you get into a
game it's different. You play the game
against a guy you don't know and a guy
you'll never see ngain except for those
three hours. That's where the problem
lies.”

Colletto feels secure with Beatty at
center and he has confidence in his
guard prospects. His biggest concern
appears to be with the inexperience of
the tackles,

“The two guys who are doing the beat
by far are Danny Beatty and (guard)
Len Hartman,” he said. *Mike
Huddleston (at guard) has made great
improvement. Those three guys are
doing the best so far, John Peterson has
come back well from his injuries. Our
guard situation should be pretty good.

“We've got Alan Kline, Roy Nichols,
Mick Sheafl and Jason Winrow at the
tackle positions, guys who haven’t real-
ly played very much. Those are the guys
we have to get to come alang by the end
of the spring.”

Also eagerly awaited by Buckeyes
fans will be the firat season of play from
redshirt freshman guard Rod Smith, a
highly rated player from Cleveland St.
Joseph High School.

“Rod will be fine. He just needs to
learn how to play,” Colletto said, “We'll
leave him at guard, because he's 310
pounds and runs like erazy and when
he hits you, you stay hit. He just needs
the experience. We'll probably have
Jack Thrush and Paul Long as the
backups to Danny at center.

“We're practicing  everybody out
there and we're not even deciding who
is first, second, third and those things
right now. We might not even do that
the whole spring, until maybe the final
three or four days.”

Colletto knew that senior running
back Carlos Snow would be held out of
drills while allowing his knee to heal.
As it turns out, Snow will miss the
entire 1990 senson while recovering
from surgery to remove a tumor from
his hip. Even without Snow, who led
the team in rushing last year with 990

Continued On Page 14

RICHARD STELTS

Ohio State offensive coordinator Jim Colletto gives instruc-
tion to linemen Len Hartman (52) and Roy Nichols (63) during
the Buckeyes' spring practice drills. Hartman and Nichols are
two candidates to fill four line vacancies this season.
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Although the ealendar says it's Ohio

school and that football was his love.

Spring Grzd Drllls Brmg Chills
e

State football s J:rins practice time in
Columbus, er Nature has been
making it !'nl more like winter practice
in Alaska. However, head coach John
Cooper is u big believer in building
character hnd hu kept the players out-
side.

The windy cond.itmm have played
havoc with some of the quarterbacks, a
position that is squarely in the spotlight
this spring.

Despite the fact that Cooper has
voiced his displeasure with incumbent
Greg Frey's decision to journey to the
baseball team this spring, the starting
job is Frey's to lose come fall. He at-
tended one practice session as a spec-
tator and seemed unaffected by the
swirl of controversy over his decision to
play baseball this spring.

It would have been much more of a
detriment to Frey and the team had he
decided to play baseball last year. But
the ultimate effects will be seen once
r“".&""““ begina.

e quarterbacks who are in at-
tendance have had different measures
of success.

It appears Kirk Herbstreit has the
slightest of edges over transfer Kent
Graham. But that's only midway
through epring practice. [ expect that to
change by the end of the drills, us does
Coapor. The OSU head coach remarked,
“I would say it's Herbstreit over Gra.
ham right now, but that's now. [ think
it will be Graham over Herbstreit by
the ond, but you never know.”

Herbatreit is throwing the ball much
better than last year. He has more zip
on his passes and has developed a nice,
if somewhat inconsistent, touch.

Jason Frank's elbow 1a atill bothering
him and the evidence is revealed in his
throwing. On one throw he'll lock fine,
but on the next, especially if it's a cross-
ing pattern, the throws will either end
up short or behind the receiver. He did
show improvement at the team's con-
trolled serimmage April 7, but his arm
problems may preclude him from chal-
lenging Herbstreit and Graham.

Graham has been highly touted ever
since he arrived at Ohio State from
Notre Dame and people were talking
about what a howitzer he had for an
arm, Let me say that after two weeks,
it's all true. The guy wouldn't have a
career completion percentage of around
66 if he couldn’t throw.

Hin one flaw, which could be worked
out with repetitions, is that he will oc-
casionally throw behind receivers on
crossing patterns, a big portion of the
Buckeyes' pass routes last year.

One noticeable difference between
Graham and the others, though, is his
approach to the season. Herbstreit and
Frank have said that they are fighting
hard to be the best backups to Frey that
they ean be. Graham has essentially
said he came here to start.

I don’t think it will happen this year,
but don't be surprised to see the conches
go to a second-stringer much more
quickly this year, especially if Frey is
having a subpar game.

The running game should be fine, es-
pecially in the capable hands of Scottie
Graham. As long as he is on the field,
opposing coathes have to worry that he
will break a play for a score. He has as
much big-play ability as any running
back in recent memory and can play
tailback as well as fullback. That may

come in handy with the loss of Carlos
Snow.

The other two tailbacks are Dante
Lee, who has beefod up a bit to 187
pound.l and Raymont Harris, who,
despite nursing & nagging ankle injury,
is showing a very fluid style and good
power. He may also be the best receiver
out of the backfield for the team.

At fullback, linebackers taking on
William Houston better be set for a col-
lision, because at 235 pounds, he can
hit. Most of the coaches say he is the
best blocking back on the team. Tyrone
Harrison has also shown improvement,
especially when it comes to finding the
holes.

Before the passers can pass and the
runners can run, however, the Buckeyes
neod to replace four-fifths of one of the
best offensive lines in the nation.

While the coaching staff has said it
will be hard to judge the offensive line
until it ean look at films, to the naked
eye, Dan Beatty could certainly be one
of the tap centers in the, nation this
year. His year of experience will help
and he will be the anchor for the line
this year.

Other linemen doing well include
sophomore guards Len Hartman and
Mike ‘Huddlestan. "Redshirt freshman
Rod Smith was also looking good as well
until he suffered a sprained knee April
4.

There's reason to believe the receiv-
ing corps can improve on last year's
numbaers.

Though top receivar Jeff Graham
will miss the spring with a chronie
groin injury, the other regulars have
been impressive. Bobby Olive and
Bernard Edwards have even bettered
their blocking skills and are back to
contending for starting roles.

When Jeff Ellis returns, if he is any-
where near his ability before the injury
last season, the tight end position will
be in good shape.

It would seem that redshirt fresh-
man Tim Williams will be given every
opportunity to win the kicking duties
from the graduated Pat O'Morrow. He
has a good outlook on things and
doesn't seem to really feel too much
Erusun despite the fact walk-on Jon
uu?l'rr is also getting a look from the

ing stafl.

All in all, this offense could and
lgg\sld be among the nation’s best in
1990,

Notes and Quotes

There have been some defections for
the Buckeyes, most at the linebacker
position,

Jersey number 44 has served as
somewhat of a jinx. First, Tony Closson
quit the team, then JUCO transfer
Mick Barsala got the number. After six
practices, he, too, decided to quit. He
returned to California, reportedly tell.
ing some teammates he missed hie
girlfriend more than he thought he
would.

Cooper said the distressing thing
about the Barsala situation was that he
“indicated to us a long time ago that
this is always where he wanted to go to

Then he comes here and, after about a
week and a half, he leaves.”

The injury situation for the Buckeyes
is not as bad as some may think.

Snow will be out all season, but most
of the injuries are of the minor, nagging
variety and should heal pretty fast.

Graham's groin injury and defensive
back John Wagoner's sprained knee
ligaments will cause both of them to
miss the spring.

Linebacker Chris Stablein strained
his neck and may be able to return later
this spring. Linebacker Andy Gurd is
participating in everything but contaet.

Other sarly spring injuries included
linebacker Ju Herman (sprained
back), Lee (bruised abdominal muscle),
linebacker Jay Koch (hamstring pull),
defensive linemen Kenny Coleman
(bruised knee) and Mark Bean (pneu-
monia) and receiver Greg Beatty
(shoulder bruise). Beatty was injured
when Vinnie Clark tackled him out of
bounds and knocked him into some met-
al bleachers which were only about five
yards from the sideline.

Sophomore defensive back Darrell
Lewis was also ahelved with a sprained
ankle and a hernia.

SOME POSITION changes of note
have Wagoner and freshman receiver
Roger Harper moving to the secondary.

Harper is being tested at strong
safety and is doing a good job so far
picking up defensive schemes. If he
keops growing, he may find a perma-
nent home at linebacker or tight end.

Paul Long has moved from defensive
line to center (and had his number
changed from 93 to 66), and freshman
Jack Thrush, who was recruited as a
guard, is working as Dan Beatty's back-
up at center. Alonzo Spellman is
making waves at defensive ineman and
the coaching stafl is moving him from
side to side.

The experiment to move returning
junior John Kacherski to defensive line
lasted less than two weeks and he is
back at his more familiar outside line-
backer spot.

IN ATTENDANCE at some prac-
tices were graduates Mike Showalter,
David Brown, Tim Moxley and Jefl
Davidson.

Brown, Moxley and Davidson are
readying themselves for the upcoming
NFL draft. Scouts have told Moxley
they like his size, while Davidson, who
is up to 310 poumia, ran a 5.01 Co.ynrd
dash in a recent scouting combine.

Brown, who was a noted track star in
high school in New York, ran consecu-
tive 4.38 and 4,42 40s for scouts recent-
ly, possibly enhancing his draftability.

Also seen at spring practice was for-
mer OSU l.miba.l:? Vince Workman, cur-
rently with Green Bay. He is in school
this quarter, trying to finish work on
his degree.

THE QUOTE of the spring so far
has come from the always animated
Ron Zook, the Buckeyes' defensive back-
field coach.

Zook was chastusing sophomore
Buster Howe, who is challenging for
playing time after missing the last two
sensons, for not breaking on the ball
quickly enough.

“He's not going to run to you. You
have to get in there and get him,” Zook
yelled. 1 want to see smoke coming out
of your (butt) when the guy catches the
ball.®
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Graham, Herbstreit, Frank Get Work At QB

Trio Benefits From Absence Of Frey
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Ohio State junior qunﬂ.erhack Kent Graham (11) is trying to
malke a name for himself in a Buckeye uniform this spring.
Graham is experiencing his first spring practice at OSU after
transferring from Notre Dame following the 1988 season.
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By Steve Helwogen

With incumbent Ohio State quarter-
back Greg Frey shagging fly balls for
the Buckeye baseball team this spring,
three players are vying for a role as his
backup — or perhaps for his job — dur-
ing OSU’s spring football practice.

0SU quarterbacks coach Ron Hud-
son has junior Kent Graham and
sophomores Kirk Herbstreit and Jason
Frank in camp and learning to guide
the OSU offense,

“They are all coming along nicely,
Hudson said. “Jason may be a little be-
hind because he had surgery on bone
chips in his arm, but the other two are
neck and neck right now.”

Frey, who was hitting .326 as OSU's
regular left flelder as of April 4, threw
for 2,132 yards in leading OSU to an 8-4
record lnst season. He was the Big Ten's
passing efficiency leader last year.

For his career, Frey has completed
304 of 559 of his attempts for 4,254
yards and 21 touchdowns. In all four
categories — completions, attempts,
yards and TDs — Frey ranks fourth on
the Buckeyes' careor passing list.

Yet, despite his position among
OSU's top passers, there are skeptics
who think Frey's absence this spring

may hurt him. Hudson does not view
the situation that way, though

enever you miss a chance to
practice it doesn't help,” he said. *“But
most of what we're doing 1s mental stuff
and he has already had most of this.

“He's hitting .330 for the baseball
team #o he 18 certainly contributing
there. And to start saying that we're
hurting without having Greg here is not
entirely true,” Hudson said.

The 6.5, 236-pound Graham, who
transferred to Ohio State from Notre
Dame a year ago, is one of the players
Hudson has to work with

“Kent is a big kid with a good arm,”
Hudson said. *He's fundamentally
sound, but nght now we have to get him
to hone his ability.”

Graham was a Parade magazine All-
American at Wheaton (I11.) High School,
leading his team to a 27-2 record in
three seasons.

He played the 1987 and '88 seasons
with the Fighting Irish, completing 33
of 50 passes for 402 yards with five in-
terceptions and one TD in those two
years. Playing behind option quarter.
back Tony Rice, though, Graham knew
he had to leave Notre Dame if he
wanted to play.

*1 knew [ was going to leave last
spring,” Graham said. *I went through
:ﬁ:ﬂ;f practice there and I announced it

onday after the Blue-Green Game
in the spring.

“The main reason I left Notre Dame
was the offense. The OSU offense is
more suitable to my talents as a drop-
back passer. I also wanted to go some-
where where | would have a shot to
play two years,” he said.

Graham said he is not sure what ef-
fect Frey’s absence will have in the {all.

“l don't know what will happen. The
coaches told me the best quarterback
will play,” he said. “I'm doing well, im-
proving daily and trying to get the little
things right.

*I like the Ohio State system. It's
more of a pro-style attack. I like playing
in a system that suits my talents.”

After a redshirt season in 1988,

Herbstreit served as Frey's backup last
year.

The 6-2, 212-pound Centerville,
Ohio, native was virtually untested. He

layed in six games, completing four of
is nine passes for 48 yards with an in-
terception.

*Kirk is a tremendous athlete and
he's gotten a lot better at throwing the
ball,” Hudson said. "He worked real
hard this winter and his passing has
improved a groat deal.”

Herbstreit, who came to OSU with a
reputation as a good option quarter-
back, agrees his passing 1s improving,

“Before, I was better running than
passing, but now my passing is catching
up with my running,” he said. "In a year
or two I think I'll be capable of starting
at Ohio State.”

He said the backup role served to
mature him last year

"At first [ was all excited about being
the backup, but I only got into o few
games. As the season went on, | think I
matured some,” he said.

Herbstreit said Frey has probably
earned the chance to hold on to his job

“Greg has proved himself. He's had
23 games as the starter and there is no
renson why he should not come back ns
the starter,” he said

Frank was injured last fall and has
missed some of the spring as he con-
tinues to recover from surgery on his
throwing arm.

“Things aren't going that well,”
Frank said. “If I had time to rest and be
normal with my arm until the fall,
might be able to play. But, by then, it's
too law. In Division I football, if you
wait you lose.”

Frank, a 6.3, 225.pounder from
Anaheim, Calif,, made a splash in last
year's spring game by completing eight
of 11 passes for 119 yards, His forte 1s
the drop-back passing attack.

“I had never played in the option be:
fore and I'm just trying to keep improv-
ing at it," he said. “I'm used to the drop-
back and the rollout.”

Hudson's job will expand in the fall
when Frey returns and three freshman
recruits (Cleveland St. Ignatius’' Joe
Pickens, Columbus South’s Preston
Harrison and Cincinnati  Princeton's
Johnny Mattress) entar the fold.

“This will be the first time since I've
been here that the program will have
the kind of numbers at quarterback
that a pregram like this should have,"
Hudson said.

While names have not been placed
with specific roles yet, how many
quarterbacks OSU will use has already
been decided.

“In the fall, we will coach three,”
Hudson said. “Two of them will be on
the (practice) field, while the third one
will listen,” Hudson said. *The rest of
them will have to learn by osmosis or on
the scout team.

“The freshmen will likely redshirt.

There is just too much for quarterbacks
to learn in that first season,” he said.

Besley Candy Shkoppe
541 S. Drexel Ave. at Main
Baxley, Ohio 43209
235-8510
“Fasluring Dan Heggy Chocolates”
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Line Candidates Eager To Impress Staff

Continued From Page 1

Incumbent Greg Frey is playing
basaball this spring and will miss all

yards, Colletto is confident that the
running game that was so heavily relied
upon last season will come through
again in 1990,

The tailbacks getting the most work
are sophomore Dante Lee and redshirt
freshman Raymont Harris, while the
fullback slots have been occupied by
junior Scottie Graham and redshirt
freshman William Houston.

“Raymont and Dante can hold their
own. It's just a matter of them getting
thair turns,” Colletto said. *Scottie and
William Houston are not bad, so at this
point, I'm not real concerned about that.
We'd like to have Carlos, but we knew
we wouldn't have him to begin with.”

At the receiver positions, the Buck-
eyes boast a potentinl All-American in
sendor Jeff Graham. He is sitting out
practice while nursing » negging groin
injury which occurred last season. Play-
ing in place of Graham have been senior
Bobby Olive and junior Bernard Ed-
wards, who have both improved their
bloeking akills.

The other side will have sophomores
Gr:g Beatty and Brian Stablein.

oatty and Stablein will be the Xs
(split end), as they were last year, and
Olive and Bernard and Jefl Graham
will be playing over at Z (flanker),” Col-
letto said. “We'll go from there. With
the tight ends, they’re (Gary Lickovitch,
Rich Huffman and Joe Metzger) all
competing, but there's no one who is out
ahead of the k. We're looking for
guys who can our second and third
tight ends.”

The all-important quarterback spot
is making news for the Buckeyes, as
much for who is not at practice as for
who is.

drills. That narrowed the eompetition,
for the most part, down to junior Kent
Graham and sophomore Kirk Herb-
streit. Herbstreit played some last year,
but mostly in a mop-up role.

*Kirk's really improved,” Colletto
said. *I'm as happy with what he has
done as anyone. Kent's got a lot of the
talent. He just has to get settled into
what we're doing. They're both good
players and we'll be all right with them.

“Jason (Frank) is there, but he has
such a problem with his elbow that it's
hard for him to do a heck of a lot.

*Grog has done things a lot of tmes
and we're not doing anything different
than what he's used to. It shouldn’t
tuke him too long to get back into the
swing of things."

The Buckeyes relied heavily on the
running game at different junctures
last season, but that may not be the
ease this year. However, fans looking
for bombs bursting in air should temper
their enthusiasm, Colletto explaina.

“We'll probably throw deep a little
more than we did last year because
everyone seems comfortable with it
now,” he said. “But we won't do it just
to do it. If it's there, we'll do it.

“You'll probably see a little more op-
tion football than you saw last year.
We'll run the reverse game a little
more. But it isn't going to be wild, flip-
E:n the ball all aver. We're not that

ind of team.

“We have big linemen and good run-
ning backs and quarterbacks who ean
throw it. The games will tell us what we
have to do. Against Minnesota we had
to throw it and a few other games we
didn't. We'll see what happens when we
hit the field.”
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I Talitas Backs the Buckeyea

A familiar sight for Ohio State during the past two seasons,
quarterback Greg Frey (15) is not participating in spring prac-
tice drills this season. Frey is instead playing baseball for the
Buckeyes this spring.
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Is FEarly Season Team Leader In Batting

Frey Settling In On Buckeye Diamond

By Mike Wachaman

Greg Frey the Ohio State quarter-
back has established himself as the
man to beat on the gridiron. However,
Greg Frey the left fielder is still trying
to establish an identity away from the
sport that has brought him his fame as
a Buckeye.

Considering the fact that he had
been away from the diamond for over
three years, he is doing a good job
making n mark in baseball, hitting a
team-leading .328 through April 4

Frey played baseball at Cincinnati
St. Xavier, being named all-state at
first base in his senior season. He was
recruited by Ohio State football coach
Earle Bruce and the door was left open
to play baseball at some point in his
carger. With the coaching change from
Bruce to John Cooper, Frey was un.
certain as to whether or not those plans
would change.

He had just led the Buckeyes to an 8-
4 season and improved measurably as a
signal caller. Playing baseball after
three years away from the sport is not
the easiest undertaking in the werld.
But Frey had his mind made up.

“I wasn't really sure that I'd be able
to follow through with my baseball
plans,” Frey said. “It was something 1
had in mind, but I wanted to go to foot-
ball first and see how that went., Now
the opportunity has presented itself and
I decided to take advantage of it.”

Initially, head baseball coach Bob
Todd was a bit skeptical in regards to
Frey's chances to really contribute, but
after seeing Froy play, all doubts were
removed.

*“There’'s no way to predict whether
he would be successful, especially ear.
ly," Todd said. “Greg realized that if he
was going to stay with baseball, he
would need to make an impact rather
quickly. When we first saw Greg, our
reaction was that he showed good
athletic ability and that he has been
competing from a mental standpoint.
He also showed us that he was away
from baseball for a long time. We're
pleased with the way he has played to
this point in the season.”

Frey folt that baseball is among the
toughest sports to be away from totally
and then get back into. So his shining
batting average came as somewhat of a
surprise to the junior left felder.

*No, I really didn't think it would
come back that quickly,” he said. *I
really wasn't sure how I was going to
react to things. I was always a gmdi}il-
ter, so it's something that I've been com-
fortable with, But, I wasn't planning on
it coming back so soon. Hopefully I can
stay on an even keel the rest of the sea-

Ohio State junior left fielder Greg Frey (6) prepares to
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take a cut during Big Ten action against

Wisconsin March 31 at Trautman Field. Frey, a two-year starting quarterback on the Buckeyes'
football team, is missing spring practice this year to play baseball. Through the early part of the
season, Frey was leading the Buckeyes in hitting with an average of nearly .330.

son.
Frey did say that while there was an
adjustment in moving from the infield
to the outfield, it was less of an adjust-
ment than coming back to the game
after three years away.

Head football conch John Coaper has
intimated that it would have been bene-
ficial for both the grid team and Frey if
he had participated in spring drills. But
Froy soes it differently.

*There's always the possibility that
doing this could hurt my football sea-
son,” Frey said. “From my standpoint, |
knew the risks that were involved by
doing this. It's 20 practices, but I feel 1
can make that up. I have three years of
game experience and when the (base-
ball) season is over, the big thing for me
is to get back in shape and get ready for
football.®

Todd makes it clear that he received
Cooper’s blessing in regards to letting
the aignal caller try his hand at
baseball.
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“We did go to John when Greg told
us he wanted to play,” Todd said. At
that peint in time, John kind of made a
comment that he would love to have
Greg at spring ball. Greg had his bless-
ing, provided he was going to be compe-
titive and help us. Since then I have
told John that Greg has done a good job.
For selfish and obvious reasons, John
would like to have Greg there, because
it would give him the continuity.”

When a high profile athlete from an-
other sport attempts to delve into a sec-
ond sport, there is always the pos-
sibility of resentment among his new
teammates, since that player is alrendy
o star.

“l was a little worried about that,”
Frey said. “I wondered if 1 would fit in
on this team or not, But these guys are
great. They gave me a chance and a fair
shot and they have treated me well. If [
neod to ask their advice theyll help.”

Though he hasn't been a part of the
Buckeye baseball team for that long, he
foels that a winning attitude has been
instilled into the unit, and he is glad to
be sharing in the experience.

“] see o lot of success for this team
down the road,” he said. *I'm just glad
I'm a part of it now. There are a lot of
young guys on the team, but they are
talented. We made some mistakes ear-
lier, but the big plays have been coming
around more now. We figured that
would come with experience, and hope-
fully I've helped in that area.”

Though this is his first year as a
m-r,n ey is no stranger to college

ba

“My brother played baseball at

Xavier University and I used to go to all
of his games. So I have been involved in
college baseball for a while and it is
something I enjoy a great deal ”

Frey is in contact with the OSU grid
coaches on a daily basis and hopes to at-
tend a few practices as a spectator to
pick things up.

With the success of the OSU foatball
program somewhat weighing on Frey's
shoulders, i would have been oasy for
him to fail at baseball. But he knew
that with hard work, he would be able
to make a contribution to the squad.

“] did want to establish mysell as a
baseball player,” Froy said. “There
wouldn't be any sense in playing if |
didn't want to start. My goal from the
start was to get a starting job and I've
done that so far. 1 want to keep that
going. [ haven't set any initial goals. It's
one hurdle at a time and at the end of
the season, Il look back and see how [
did and then take it from there.”

How does becoming the Big Ten's
version of Bo Jackson and Deion
Sanders affect the personable player
from Cincinnati?

“It is something I've wanted to ac-
complish for a while and it does help my
outlook on things,” he said. “Not many
people have done it in college sports. It's
not easy to do. It's tough to balance
your time with one sport, let alone two.

It's a challenge and [ like challenges. If

I got drafted I would have to choose one
or the other. Playing two sporta as a pro
is really pushing it. It's a job really, and
at that point I'd have to make a deci-
sion. But it sure would be nice to have
the opportunity to have to choose be-
tween the two.”
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Herbstreit, Graham Deadlocked At Backup

Despite Absence, Frey Is Still Starter

By Mark Rea

At first glance, it seems that 20
spring practice sessions at Ohio State
did nothing to settle the quarterback is.
sue.

Dospite sitting out the spring to play
hmburl. senior quarterback Greg Frey
(6-2, 195) is still the clear-cut numbaer
one choice to return for a third year ns
the starter.

And, as in provious years, there is a
struggle behind Frey between players
who would like to be his backup.

Sophomore Kirk Herbatreit (6-2, 212)
and junior transfer Kent Graham (6.5,
235) went head to head throughout the
spring for the right to take on Frey in
the fall for the starting job.

When the smoke gtand., there was
no individual winner in the Herbstreit-
Graham battle. However, the Buckeyes
may have benefited as a team.

“The thing that is really obvious to
us now is that both guys have shown
the ability to have what it takes to play
at this level,” said Ohio State offensive
coordinator Jim Colletto, "It's ticu-
larly gratifying with Herbstreit because
n yoar ago we were not sure that he
could play quarterback. But he has im-
proved dramatically.

“Groham has a great arm. He has
some technique things he has to im-
prove because he's erratic at times
throwing the ball. Plus, he's like all big,
strong guys. He wants to throw it right
between 10 other guys. But he's a good
ene and it's going to make for an inter-
asting situation in the fall.”

Frey was recruited in 1986 by former
head coach Earle Bruce with the
ment that Frey could play baseball for
the Buckeyes.

When he decided to exercise that op-
tion this spring, his decision did not sit
particularly well with the OSU conching
stafl,

“l certainly was not going to go back
on a promise that was made to him,”
said Ohio State head coach John
Cooper. “But, at the same time, we lot
Greg know that we felt he was making
a mistake by letting those other
quarterbacks get 20 more days of prae-
tice on him."

According to quarterbacks conch Ron
Hudson, Frey's absence this spring al-
lowed the players behind him to get the
experience they need to challenge him
in the fall.

“It gave Horbatreit and Graham the
opportunity to get repetitions,” said
Hudson. “If Greg had been here, they
probably would not have gotten the
amount of work they did with him gone.

“They are obviously not yet where we
want them to be right now because of
the mental part. Physically, they are
fine, but they're struggling with the
mental part. But it's tough to recognize
blitzes, make line checks, make pro-
tection changos and things like that.

The mental part of being quarter-
back at Ohio State {s one part of the
game in which Frey excols, but he's not
too bad at the physical part either.

He has passed for more than 2,000
yards during each of the last two sea-
sons, joining Jim Karsatos as the only
OSU quarterbacks to accomplish that
feat. With 4,254 caroer yards, he ranks
behind only Art Schlichter (7,547), Mike
Tomezak (5,569) and Karsatos (5,089)
on the Buckeyos' all-time passing list.

His 21 touchdown passes is also fourth
on the careor list behind Schlichter (50),
Karsatos (36) and Tomczak (32).

Perhaps his most valuable attribute,
however, is his command of Ohio State’s
intricate offensive scheme. -

“That's where Greg, with his experi-
ence, is ahead of the other two,” Hudson
said. “But they are definitely knocking
on the door, If Greg doesn’t come in
here next fall in the kind of condition he
should and doesn't pick up where he left
off, we're going to have a real interost-
ing fall.

“That's not to say Gn%h?my is not
our starting quarterback. That wouldn't
be fair, But the other two kids got a lot
of repetitions and we got a lot accom-
plished with them.

“Greg has to step to the next level of
maoking those big plays against the
Michigans and the USCs and the
Auburns. We believe that is where he
would have benefited had he been here
this spring.”

Graham is bidding to overtake Frey

for the starting job at Ohio State after a
transfer from Notre Dame. He was
number two behind quarterback Tony
Rice during the Fighting Irish's nation.
al championship season in 1988. In two
sensons at Notre Dame, Graham com-
ploted 33 of 50 passes for 402 yards and
one touchdown. He also had five inter-
coptions.,

“Kent has the feeling he can throw
the ball anywhere across the field,”
Hudson said. *He doesn't stay with
progression at times. He tries to make
big plays all the time instead of just
taking what the defense gives him.

“The lack of experience in a drop-
back passing game has hurt him, too.
But we think he can be a big-play
quarterback for us.”

Herbstreit's action was limited to
nine attempts last year in mop-up duty
behind Frey. He completed four of those
passes for 48 yards,

“Kirk's main problem is the fact that
he can't see sometimes because he isn't
as tall,” Hudson said. *You get those big
guys up in front of you and sometimes
you can’t execute like you might like to.
But he has improved a lot oyver the last
year.

“Both do a nice job in running the
toam. The main problem is the fact that

ou're dealing with a bunch of young

ids in the aﬂgmlivn line and there's no-
body taking over. They're trying to
learn, too, so the quarterbacks are kind
of caught between a rock and a hard
place.”

Twao other quarterbacks in camp this
spring are seemingly out of the running
for playing time.

Sophomore Jason Frank (6-3, 225)
continues to recuperate after surgery on
his throwing elbow, while senior Chris
Stablein (8-3, 215) would be used only
in the case of an emergency.

“Right now, Jason is out of the pic-
ture,” Hudson said. *His elbow simply
has not recovered from surgery and he
can't throw. Chris is a kid who will do
as much as he can for the program, but
wo aren't counting on him at all next
fall. He knows that.”

Providing more depth in the fall will
be three incoming freshman quarter-
back — Joe Pickens (6-4, 212), ston
Harrison (6-4, 230) and Johnny Mat.
tress (6.1, 205),
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raham (11), shown here

taking snaps from backup center Paul Long (66), spent his first
spring practice in a Buckeye uniform locked in a battle for the
number two job with sophomore Kirk Herbstreit.

Pickens was one of the most highly
sought quarterbacks in the nation after
leading Cleveland St. Ignatius to back-
to-back state championships. He threw
for more than 4,500 yards in his junior
and senior seasons.

Harrison is one of the top athlotes in
the Midwest who can run and throw
with equal ability. He rushed and threw
for more than 1,700 yards last season.

Mattross missed three games as a
senior and still managed to throw for
more than 1,100 yards. He has a strong
arm and also is adept at eluding oppos-
ing rushers.

Hudson doesn't expect to have to use
any of the recruits. He believes the
Buckeyes' shot at a Big Ten champion-
ship and Rose Bowl berth lies squarely
on the shoulders of Frey, Herbstreit and
Graham,

. “I think we can win with all three of

those kids," he said. “Greg is obviously
our number one quarterback going into
fall practice and unless something
drastic happens, | expect him to be the
starter in our first game against Texas
Toech. But, by the same token, I don't
think we'll have any hesitation to bring
the hook out in the event that Greg is
having a bad game. That's the beauty of
competition. 3

“In the past, quite frankly, Greg has
waltzed right through this thing, Two
years ago, ho was a very, very average
player. There just wasn't anybody to
take over for him. Last year, he had a
good year, but he still knew that he was
going to be there.

“But now he has some competition
and we think that's going to bring out
the best in all of our quarterbacks,
Compoetition makes for better players
and better players mnke for better team
results.”



Originally Published: May 12, 1990

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Injuries, Absences Hinder Improvement
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Ohio State sophomore wide receiver Greg Beatty (3) will share
the split end position with fellow sophomore Brian Stablein
again this year. The duo combined to catch 16 passes for 263
yards and one touchdown last season,

The earliest and best information on next season's top high school
prospects in Ohio and OSU 's 1991 recruiting class comes from right
here in suburban Columbus, "Buckeye recruiting is our specialty.”
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By Mike Wachsman

With two vital cogs of the Ohio State
passing game missing from spring
drills, wide receivers coach Gene Huey
thought the Buckeyes' passing game
was far from what it should be.

Senior flanker Jeflf Graham (6-2,
195), the team's leading receiver last
sonson with 32 catches for 608 yards
and three touchdowns, missed all of
spring ball with a chronie groin injury
he suffered last season.

Add to that the fact senior in-
cumbent quarterback Greg Froy missed
spring drills to concentrate on baseball,
and it is easy to see Huey's concern.

“We did not accomplish what we set
out to do at the beginning of the
spring,” he said. *There are a lot of
things that will have to be worked on
bofore fall camp. Joff's injury didn't
really play a major factor, because we
knew we wouldn't have him around.

“There are some individual things
that need to be worked on during the
summer and hopefully that will put
some of these players at the level we
had hoped they would reach this spring.
Once wo get those things ironed out,
we'll look a lot better going into that
first game. But we're not where we
want to be yet.”

Also missing some time was senior
flanker Bobby Olive (6-1, 160), who had
to sit out the last three practice sessions
with a staph infection on his right el-
bow. He also missed every Wednesday
seasion throughout the spring because
he was in elans.

This time last year, Olive and junior
Bernard Edwards were sharing time as
the Buckeyes' number one flanker, Both
foll into the coaching staff's doghouse
midway through the regular season,
though, when the team turned to a ball-
control offense.

Graham was moved from the split
ond position to flanker, moving Olive
and Edwards to the sideline. Olive
managed to redeem himself Iate in the
season and wound up the Buckeyes'
third-leading receiver last year with 23
recoptions for 379 yards and one touch-
down.

However, his missed practice time
this spring may have given Edwards an
opportunity to move back onto an even
keel for a shot at being Graham's top
backup. In fact, the 6.5, 200-pound jun-
ior was cited by Huey as being the most
improved of the wideouts in the spring
drills.

*Bernard has been that kind of a
player for us this spring,” Huey said.
“Ho's had a pretty good spring and has
been doing everything wo asked of him.
He's been spending a lot of time out
there by himsell working on things and
wants to get better.

“Ho has gotten a good attitude about
himself and improved probably more
than anyone else in the spring. He could
finully become the ballplayer we
thought he would be, but he still haa to
keep working. But this is a good sign. If
everyone improves like Bernard did,
wa'll be in good shape.”

At the split end spot, sophomores
Greg Beatty (5-11, 175) and Brian
Stablein (6-1, 180) will share the start-
ing duties.

Both had excellent springs to solidify
their positions. Beatty reeled in an 80-
yard. touchdown. pass.during .the team's

Huey Laments Holes In Passing Game

final serimmage of the spring, while
Stablein, who came to the Buckeyos as
a walk-on, was awarded a scholarship
for the 1990 season.

"We think Greg can become a big-
time football player for us,” Huey said.
“He runs disciplined routes and has
good hands. He just needs to get a bit
more consistent with some other things.

“Brian is one of the hardest workers
we have. He came up big last year and
now he will be right in there fighting for
that starting job. We would not hesitate
to use him at all.”

Huey is hoping that an infusion of
youth, arriving in the fall in the form of
three recruits, will be of further help to
the Buckeye receiving corps.

Arriving to add depth to the Buckeye
aerial attack will be recruits Norman
Williams (6-0, 180), Chris Sanders (6-1,
165) and Joey Galloway (6-0, 165). All
possess gnme-breaking speed, but since
they were not available for spring ball,
Huey was hesitant to comment on the
trio.

“We're certainly hoping that they can
come in and give us some depth,” he
said. “But unless there is a big rash of
injuries, I don't see any of them con-
tributing in a major way. The estab-
lished players will certainly have the
edge on them. Thoy would really have
to be outstanding to move into the two-
deeps, but you never know about these
things.

“Last year, Brian Stablain was not
expected to play a great deal and he
ended up making some big plays for us.
Now he's one of our better receivers, so
anything is possible. But since the
freshmen are not here yet, I don't want
to really make judgments on them, ex-
cept to say that it would be safe to as-
sume that the returning starters
certainly have a leg up on them.”

Because of the absence of Frey, there
wera more repetitions for quarterbacks
Kent Graham and Kirk Herbatreit,
which Huey said may ultimately work
out to help the passing game.

“Everybody has gotten a lot more
work that they maybe wouldn't have
gotten,” Huey said. *There isn't that
much of a difference between quarter:
backs. The things they do are essential-
ly the same. There just might be a few
subtle things the quarterbacks do dif-
forently.”

Other receivers vying for playing
time this spring were walk-ons Allen
DeGraffenreid (6-2, 178), Homer
Thompson (5-11, 175), Billy Peterman
(5-11, 175) and Patrice Stewart (6.0,
176), na well as redshirt freshman
Aaron Payne (5-8, 165). Payne's prog-
ress was slowed n bit by some missed
practics time becauss he was competing
on the Ohio State track team as a
sprinter.

Although Huey was not totally
pleased with the production from the
receivers in the spring, he was pretty
certain that he knows how his starting
lineup should look when the opener
against Texas Tech takes place Sept. 8.

“JefT is our starting flanker, no ques-
tion about it,” Huey said. “We will try to
establish solid players at the other posi-
tions, whoever they may be. Greg and
Brian will be the top split ends and
we'll try to find the top backup at flank-

er.”



