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OSU Rises From Dead To Edge Gophers

Buck Comeback One Fr The Books

By Mark Rea [ ,E" h
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Ohio State’s electrifying resurrection
from the dead against Minnesota Oct.
28 ranks right up there with the 1935
game nguinst Notre Dame, the Snow
Howl, the 1960 Rose Bowl, Archie Grif-
fin's first game, the time Art Schlichter
and Dave Wilson combined to pass for
10 TDs and almost 1,000 yards and
Keith Byars' five- 'tmlrhllm'-'n per-
formance ag st linois.

The Buckeyes made every mistake in
the book in the first half ngainst the
Gophers, falling into a 31-0 hole with
4:29 loft in the second quarter.

But the team that had had its
character questioned time after time
this season peeled itsell off the Hubert
H. Humphrey Metrodome carpet and

made th cond-biggest mmnbm K in
major coll football hi

Maryland fell bohind \11 1mi 31-0 at
halftime in 1984 before rallying for a
1240 victory
It was Ohio State's biggest comeback

wsaing the 2 1
iped out
in 1984, Th
1 Byars scored five TDs
State he Ju. conch John C msp-r
ut of superlatives for his

talking to reporters alter thl-

[

‘1 juarantee I've never been more
of a football team than | am of
v today,” Cooper said, “They
I y up. They kept fighting back
and fighting back.

“Guy aflter guy after guy kept coming
up with big plays. You think they
down and out and back they come again
and again. [ don't think anyone can
question this team's character today.”

The Buckeyes went from paupers to
kings in the space of just 30 minutes

The first hall was most definitely a
pouper hall, Nothing went right.

05U's defense stopped Minnesota
cold on the game's first possession and
nppeared to be set up with excellent
field position when punter Brent Herbel
kicked short

But the punt took & weird bounce off
the artificial surface and hit OSU tight
ond Rich Huffman in the leg. It rolled
away from Huffman and into the wait.
ing arms of Minnesota's Scott Streiff.

Four plays later, Gopher tailback
Darrell Thompson scored on n 12-yard
run to make it 7-0 in favor of Min-
nasota,

Then the lights went out for the
Buckeyes. In rapid succession, the
Gophers landed a series of potential
knockout punches,

Quarterback Greg Frey was sacked
from behind by '\hnnmulu v Eddie
Miles, who spun the QB around, strip-
ping the ball out of his hands. That set Ohio State players took time out following the 41-37 victory over Minnesota to thank thur fans,
up n Gophers field goal, making it 10.0. who numbered several thousand at the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome. Shown accepting con-
gratulations from the Buckeye faithful are reserve players Mike Chancey (53), Dante Lee (20)
Continued On Page 11 and William Houston (42),




Originally Published: Nov. 4, 1989

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Buckeye Sports Bulletin is published
30 tmes a year (weekly September
through November and  January
through mid-March, biweekly mid-
March W mid-May and monthly June
through Augustand December) by:

Columbus Sports Publications
1350 W, Filth Ave., #25
P.0. Box 12453
Columbus, Ohio 43212
(614) 486-2202

PUBLISHER
Frank L. Moskowitz

Buckeye Victory Truly A Classic

Some of my friends still can't figure
out how [ ean get so excited about sport-
Ing events,

That's all right. I can't figure out
how they can get so excited about re-
reading *A Tale Of Two Cities” or
watching “Gone With The Wind" for the
15th time or standing in line to see
Pavarotti perform "Paglincei.”

I would never attempt to parallel a
sporting event with classic literature,
cinema or opera. But, as foothall games
go, Ohio State’s come-from-behind vie-
tory over Minnesota was a classic in
every definition of the word,

Contrary to the popular belief held
by non-sports fans, not every game
played is n classic. Of the millions of
games played every year in various
sports, 99.99 percent of them are very
ordinary. Sure, there are upsets time
and time again. But most of them hard-
ly cross the cavernous line to become
clossics,

Let's face it. Guys like Charles Dick-
ens, Clark Gable and Luciano Pavarotti
don’t come down the pike every day.
And g like the Buckeyes played
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against the Golden Gophers don't come
along every year either.

In fact, you could count on the fin-
gers on both hands the number of really
classic games the Buckeyes have played
in their 100 years of football.

Ohio State had so many chances to
die in the game, but it never did.

When the score was 31-0, they didn't
give in, although only one other team in
the history of college football had been
down by that many points and come
back to win.

Junior quarterback Greg Frey had a
chanee to quit in the first quarter when
he was knocked silly by Minnesota’s
Mike Sunvold. But he came back to
have the second half of his life.

Junior tight end Jim Palmer had a
chance to quit in the first quarter when
he jumped offside on a third-down play,
ending an OSU drive near midfield. But
he came back in the fourth quarter to
grab a 34.yard pass that set up the
Buckeyes' winning touchdown.

Freshman split end Brian Stablein
had a chance to quit in the first quarter,
failing to catch a pass in the end zono
which could have eut Minnesota's 10-0
lead to 10-7. On the next play, Frey was
sacked and Sean Lumpkin's 85-yard
fumble return made it 17.0. But
Stablein came back in the fourth
quarter for a key 189-yard reception to
sustain OSU's winning drive.

Junior flanker Jeff Graham had a
chance to quit in the first quarter. He
failed to come up to field a punt near
the 30-yard line and the ball took a
strange bounce, hitting teammate Rich
Huffman and skittering away to the
Gophers, setting up their first touch-
down. But Graham came back in the
second hall to grab six passes for 104
yards, including the game-winning
touchdown,

The entire defensive unit of the
Buckeyes had a chance to quit in the
first hall. After surrendering 31 points
in the first quarter and a half, the
defense came back to allow only six
maore in the final two and a half periods.

The offense had a chance to quit ear-
ly in the fourth quarter. After climbing
back to within 13 points after a 98-yard
touchdown drive, Minnesota came back
with a drive in which it converted two
separate critical third-and-seven situa-
tions. That drive resulted in a Gopher
field goal, putting them back on top by
16,

But the Buckeyes wouldn't die, com-
ing right back with another scoring
drive.

Editor's
Notebook
with Mark Rea

They had another chance to quit
with five minutes left in the game when
Minnesota got another field goal to go
up by 11 points, But, they came right
back with an eight-play, 68-yard drive
in just over two minutes and a five-play,
73.yard drive in 61 seconds to pull the
game out of the fire,

Quite honestly, I thought the game
was over when it was 31-0. The Buck-
eyes had done next to nothing right in
the first half, including giving up the
ball four times.

Ewven as they slowly chipped away in
the second half, it seemed doubtful at
best that they could come back to win.

Then, when the Gophers made it 37-
26 with 5:12 to play, 1 started thinking
back to last year's LSU game. In that
one, the Buckeyes trailed the sixth-
ranked Tigers 33.20 with four and a
half minutes to go and stormed back to
win 36-33.

Any sports fan knows that miracles
can happen. Remoember the '54 Giants,
the '69 Mets, the '80 U.5. Olympic hock-
oy team? But could the Buckeyes do it
agnin for the second time in 16 games?

Even when they puilled to within
three points at the 3:04 mark, 1 was
worried. Sometimes a team can expend
all of its energy and emotion just catch-
ing up. Then, once it gets within strik-
ing ‘distance, more often than not, it

seoms to break down at crucial mo-
ments,

But the defense did not break down,
It held the Gophers to a three-downs-
and-out series, allowing the Euckeye of.
fense to get the ball back

Then Frey took over. He threw an
18.yard strike to Snow, then connected
with Stablein before being sacked for a
13-yard loss. Well, nice try, I thought.

Frey wouldn't quit, though. He came
back to find Palmer down the left
gideline for a 34-yard gain and then
flicked a 15-yard touchdown pass to
Graham for the game winner.

It was a big win for Ohio State. But,
best of all, from now on, whenever
people gather to talk about their favor-
ite novels, movies or plays, Buckeye
fans can counter with a classic of their
own — the 1959 victory over Minnesota.

ACCORDING TO the NCAA rule
book, officials should have called a pen-
alty against Ohio State’s Vinnie Clark
when he ran out of bounds before re-
entering to recaver n free kick to help
beat Indiana Oct. 14.

According to Rule 6-1-2-f, n foul oc-
curs if a player on the kicking team
voluntarily runs out of bounds and
returns to the field of play during a free
kick. The foul is u five-yard penalty and
a re-kick.

If a player not only runs out of
bounds voluntarily, but returns and
also touches the kick, the violation nl-
lows the receiving team the option of
taking the ball where it was touched or
accepting the five-yard penalty and re-
kick.

Ohio State went on to win the ball
game 35-31.
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QB Throws For 327 Yards In Second Half

Frey Rallies Buckeyes To Big Vlctory

By Mark Rea

After a nightmarish first half, Ohio
State quarterback Greg Frey had a
dreamy second-half performance, rally.
ing the Buckeyes from a 31-point deficit
to a 41.37 Big Ten victory over Min-
nesota.

Frey was pressured throughout the
first half by an aggressive Golden
Gophers defense which sacked him
three times and caused him to fumble
twice,

The OSU junior quarterback com.
ploted only two of eight passes for a
meager 35 yards in the first half,

Then Frey had a career performance
in 30 minutes, He completed 18 of 23
attempts for 327 yards and three touch-
downs, engineering the Buckeyes to five
scoring drives.

Saelectod the Big Bear Buckeye of the
Woeek, Frey finished 20 of 31 for the day
for 362 yards, It was the second-biggest
single game passing performance in
Ohio State history, eclipsed only by Art
Schlichter's 458 yards against Florida
State in 1981

Frey's total yardage of 331 marked
the first 300-yard total offense per-
formance by an Ohio State player since
Mike Tomczak passed for 298 and ran
for 12 at Michigan in 1983.

It was also the first 300-yard passing
performance for a Buckeye quarterback
since Art Schlichter piled up 336
aguinst Purdue in 1981,

Many Buckeye fans were swept up in
the euphoria of the comeback after the
gamo. Freoy was more than willing to
join them

“Never in my life have I been in a
game like this,” Frey said, “This tops
everything. It was unbelievable, just
unbelievable.”

For the quarterback who has come
under fire more often than not during
his 18.game tenure as a starter, Frey
felt n certain amount of vindication
after the vietory. Most of the vindica-
tion, though, was from self-imposed
criticism

“l try not to pay too much attention
to the media,” Frey said. “] don't read
the papers and | don't watch the nows. |
just go do my thing and I don't worry
about what other people think., That's
the only way | ean treat it. [ control
what I do and nobody else does.

*I guess that's why I'm really happy
with this game. After last week, 1
wasn't too happy with the way | played.
| was out to prove something to myself
today, 1 never gave up. I never do
Despite the bad first half, 1 kept my
composure. The whole team did.”

Last weok, Frey had what he termed
“a pretty bad performance” against Pur.
due. Despito the fact the Buckeyes
turned the Boilermakers away with a
21-3 loss, Frey muanaged to complete
only three of nine passes for 47 yards.

Coupled with his dismal first-half
production against the Gophers, the
05U quarterback had completed only
five of his last 17 passes going into the
second half.

“I didn't think I played that badly in
the first half,” Frey insisted. “I made a
lot of mistakes, but things just didn't go
our way. I got hit in the back on the
first fumble and then, on the other play
where the guy ran it huck all the way, 1
got hit from behind ngain.”

On that play, which resulted in an
B5.yard return by sophomore free safoty
Sean Lumpkin, Frey was dazed after a
hard hit by junior defensive tackle Mike
Sunvold.

The Ohio State junior stayed on the
Metrodome turl for several minutes
while trainers checked him over. He
finally got up oand staggered to the
bench. However, when the Buckeyes
regained possession on the ensuing
kickofT, Frey was right back in there.

“I really didn't know what happened
on the play,” he confessed. *All | know
was that [ was hit from behind and
then (co-head trainer) Billy Hill was
talking to me. I just needed to clear my
head for a minute

“Then, when I got to the bench, | was
all right. But then 1 looked up at the
scoreboard and it was 17-0. I figured
something bad had happened.”

Minnesota wasn't through in the
first half. A four-play drive that covered
74 yoards made it 24-0 and then a Frey
interception set up another Gopher
touchdown, making it 31-0.

It represented a bigger deficit than
the Buckeyes faced in the Southern Cal
game when they let down in the second
half, That loss, howaver, fueled some of
the fire for the comaback againat Min-
nesota.

*The USC game was hard, but we got
some valuable experience from it,” Frey
said, *We got some chances in the sec-
ond half today and we took advantage
of them.”

Frey andded there was another game
in the back of his mind, too.

“We had four minutes left and
needed two scores,” he said, *and | was
thinking back to the LSU game lnst
year when we had only three minutes
left, needed two scores, and got them.

“I just had to keep telling myself, "We
can do this, we can do this' | had to do
that the whole second half because you
have a lot of chances to let down in that
situation.”

After driving for a field goal to begin
the second half, the Buckeyes got a
break when freshman linebacker Stave
Tovar recovered a fumble. But O5U
gave it right back on the next play when
senior Jaymes Bryant's pass off the
halfback option was intercepted.

Later, when the Buckeyes would
scramble back within striking distance,
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Ohio State qwlru-rbuck Greg Frey (15) Junt xt.r.s a pass off
over Minnesota defensive end Eddie Miles (28). Frey passed
for 362 yards and three touchdowns against the Gophers, ral-
lying the Buckeyes from a 31-point deficit for a 41-37 win.

the Gophers would tack on two addi
tional field goals to make their come-
back even tougher.

Then, on the next.to-last touchdown
drive, n touchdown pass from Frey to
tight end Jim Palmer was wiped out by
a holding penalty.

“Those are times when some lesser
teams might give up,” Frey said. “But
we never did. We always thought we
had a chance. We just kept telling our-
solves that we could do it

“Naturally, we wanted to prove to
overyono else that we could win this
game. But, most of all, we wanted to
prove it to ourselves.”

S0, with 5:14 remaining in the game
and the Buckeyes trailing 37-26, Frey
engineered an eight-play, 68-yard drive
that featured all passes. Aftor the Pal-
mer touchdown was nullified, Frey went
right back to work, hitting junior flank
er Jeflf Graham over the middle on a
third and goal from the 18,

That took the ball to the one-yard
line, from where Frey took it over him-
self on the next play. His two-point con-
version pass to Graham made it 37-34
with 3:04 remaining.

Less than a minute and a half later,
the Buckeyes had possession again,
thanks to an inspired defensive stand.

Frey started the last drive with an
18.yard pass to Snow and then hit
freshman split end Brian Stablein over
the middle, taking the ball to the Min-
nesota 36.

Frey was sacked on the next play for
n 13-yard loss, but he shook that off and
came right back to find Palmer alang
the sideline. The senior tight end made

n good cateh and shed two tacklers be
fore finishing the 34.yard play at the
Minnesota 15.

“That play was a good one,” Frey
said. “1 was scrambling around and the
guy who was covering Jim wasn't look-
ing. He's a guy you can throw to in a
situation like that and he made a great
cateh.”

One play later, Frey found Graham
all alone in the end zone ofT a slant pat-
tern, to top off the comeback.

Froy admitted the come-from-behind
victory should give the Buckeyes quite a
boost as they move into the second halfl
of the 1989 senson.

“I don't think we wanted to do it ex-
actly this way,” he said, “but we feel
that this game definitely gets us over
the hump.

“There is a big difforence between
having a 5-2 record as opposed to being
4-3. But by no means can we rest after
today. We've got Northwestern next
week and it is no easy task. Thoy've got
a good offense and we're going to have
to score some points again

“This game was a big one, for sure,”
Frey continued, “but it was just another
step for us in our goal to win the rest of
our games. It was just one more step
toward playing Michigan for the Big
Ten championship and the Rose Bowl.

“The biggest thing a game like this
does for us is tell us that we are capable
of doing almost anything. We never
want to get behind like that, but it's aw-
ful nice to know that if we do fall be-
hind, we huvn the abjlity to comp back
in'a big way.”
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Flanker Grabs Six Passes For 104 Yards

Catch Dream Come True For Graham
K

By Mark Rea

Joff Graham tried his best to stay
cool, but an ear-to-ear grin gave him
away,

Breaking out into a hearty laugh,
Graham accepted handshakes and
backslaps from his teammates while
reflecting on the winning touchdown
catch in Ohio State's 41-37 victory over
Minnesota

“It's every receiver's dream to catch
the ball in that situation,” Graham said.
*As a kid, you sit back and dream about
catching a pass for the winning touch-
down in a big comeback.

*“Then, when it really happens, it's a
fesling you can't quite describe. All |
ean say is that it's a dream come true
for me and the team.”

Graham switched to the flanker posi-
tion two weeks ago in the Buckeyes'
plan to got him the ball more often.

Against the Golden Gophers, he
caught six passes for a career-high 104
yards, one touchdown and a pair of two-
point conversions.

It was Graham's second 100-yard
receiving day this season. He caught
two passes for 101 yards against Boston
College, including an B80-.yard touch-
down on the Buckeyes' first play of the
game.

But during the last two weeks, Gra-
ham had become a forgotten man in the
Buckeyos' offense. While Ohio State had
beaten Indiana and Purdue with a
punishing ground game, Graham wns
used primarily as a blocker. The junior
had o streak of 14 straight games with
at least one reception snapped againat
the Hoosiers, and logged only two recep-
tions for 37 yards versus the Boiler-
makers.

Although he was happy to get more
chances to catch the ball, Graham ob-
viously wasn't worried about attaining
personal goals,

“As {ar as team aspects are con-
cerned, | look at it as doing the things
you have to do to win,” he said. *If that
means blocking on every play, I'm will-
ing to do that

“If that means running punts back,
I'll do that, teo. If it means getting open
in the end zone on the last play of the

game, hey, I'm definitely up for that.”

While Minnesota wns marching to a
31.0 lead in the first half, Graham was
watching while quarterback Greg Frey
suffered through a two-for-eight passing
performance for a scant 35 yards.

Graham also was involved in a play
which set up Minnesota's first touch-
down.

Gophers punter Brent Herbel got off
n short kick which landed around the
Ohio State 30-yard line. Graham chose
to let the ball bounce and it hit team-
mate Rich Huffman in the leg and then
bounded into the hands of Minnesota's
Scott Streiff. Four plays later, the
Gophers had their first touchdown.

“Thosa things happen sometimes,”
Graham shrugged. "It was like our
whole first half, We made mistake after
mistake and let them get too far out
ahead.”

Then, all of a sudden, the momentum
started to swing back to the Buckeyes.
Graham said he felt it begin near the
end of the first half.

*When we scored in the second
quarter at the end, that gave us a lot of
momentum. We knew that it could be
done,” he said. “You could tell by the
momentum in the locker room that
averybody was ready. Everybody knew
we could score on this team.

“We knew we had the ball coming in
the second half and we knew what we
had to do. That was the main thing.

“In the first half, we really didn't
have anything going., We were just
making critical mistakes ns a team.
Then, we came in at halftime, Coach
(John Cooper) got up on the board and
told us what we had to do and what we
had to stop, and we came out and just
did everything right.”

Graham had a big hand in just doing
nverything right.

Midway through the Buckeyes' firat
possession of the second half, Graham
hooked up with Frey on a 29-yard pass
play and later snared a nine-yard toss
to set up a field goal which cut Minn-
esota's lead to 31-11.

On the toam’s next possession, it was
n 20.yard pass from Frey to Graham
that set up a touchdown, allowing the

ﬁ

Serving Columbus
over 50 years

tuxedo rental and sales

20% Off

Entire Wedding Party
(Now Registrations Only)

Not 1o be used in canjunction with
other discount.

Emtalainininisy

Main Locall
Beecheroft Center
1965 E. Dublin-
Granville Rd. (Rt. 161)
614) B88-5454

13 AT

COLUMBUS
FORMAL

*Complete in stock selection on

We Back The Bucks!

——— —————— — ——

L i e s e vt

4930 \'urth High St.
Columbus, ('h

614) 885-5905
J.? ARt . EC K00 W (O e T T

et e e e il

East
4133 East Main St.
Columbus, Ohio

614) 231-3454

10

y
N

While teammate Greg Beatty (3) celebrates in the foreground,
Ohio State junior flanker Jeff Graham (85) starts his touch-

down dance in the end zone.

The play provided the game-

winning points in the Buckeyes' 41-37 victory over Minnesota.

Buckeyes to trim the lead to 31-18,

Then, in the fourth quarter, when
Ohio State needed two touchdowns to
win, the Frey-Graham tandem was
noearly unstoppable.

With the score 37-26 and time run-
ning out, Frey connected with Graham
for 14 yards. Then, after big catches by
Graham's receiving stablemates Greg
Beatty and Brian Stablein, Graham
miade another big grab on a third-and-
goal from the 18,

He struggled to get into the end
tone, but free safety Les O'Hara made
an excellent tackle to stop him at the
one

“That was a dig route with one man
under the covernge,” Grahnm explained.
“I knew I had a man on my hip and I
just had to elude him and get open.
Once 1 shook him and got open, Greg
saw me. | thought 1 waa in the end
zone, but the safety came up and made
a good hit.”

On fourth down, Frey dove into the
end zone to bring the Buckeyes back
within three points at 37.34.

Then, with 51 seconds left in the
game, Frey hit Graham for the sixth
time in the game. The junior flanker
ran a simple slant pattern to the corner
of the end zone and broke wide open.
Froy threw a perfect strike for the 15.
yard game-winning touchdown.

It was the kind of comeback victory
that Graham said would show the rest
of the college football world that the

*I played in a comeback kind of like
this in high school, but it was not
similar to this feeling,” Graham said.
“This game was on national TV and this
was Ohio State.

“A lot of people wore questioning us,
wanting to know where our guts were. |
know that was going through a lot of
people’s minds. But we just went out,
stayed confident and did the things we
had to do.

“We just went out to prove to our-
selves that we could come back. Every
time before when we'd been behind, we
really didn't have anything going. We
didn't score agninst other teams, made
mental mistakes. Today, we executed in
the second half like we know we are
capable of executing.”

The comeback victory, the Buckeyes'
third in four Big Ten games, also al-
lowed the team to stay just one game
behind the conference’s co-leaders, Il-
linois and Michigan.

“It does a lot for us,” Graham said.
“It puts us in a different position for the
Big Ten race. It also proves we can
come back on n team when we are way
behind. We really don't want to be in
that situation, but we know we can do
it.

“People call it luck, people eall it
miracles, but I believe in them. I believe
in luck and miracles. This sets the tone
for this team for the rest of the season.
We know 1Iml. tho goals we have set are
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 41, Minnesota 37

Head coach John Cooper on the team’s diverse halves B
of play against the Gophers: "We had embarrassed our-
selves up until we scored right at the end of the first half,
That was maybe the worst half of football I'd ever been
associated with. Then, the second half, with the points and

production, it might possibly have been the best."

Offensive coordinator Jim Colletto on his prospects
for a comeback: " You always want to think you can win,
but sometimes as a coach, you get a little more realistic,
When Minnesota got another field goal and went up by
L1, I didn't know if we were going to be able to do this,
Thank goodness, the kids can't read my mind."

Minnesota head coach John Gutekunst on his assess-
ment of the game: "That's the worst defense I've ever
been associated with. 1 thought our tackling was terrible,
I thought our discipline was terrible and I thought our
adjustments to the two-point plays were terrible, Every-
thing is magnified when you can't play defense.”

Offensive tackle Joe Staysniak on his thoughts about
OS5U's winning touchdown drive: "There was no way we
were going to fail. We were all tired and kind of having
heart trouble at the end. But, that's the kind of game,
when you win, that just picks up the whole team. We
needed two scores in the last five minutes and we did it,"

Quarterback Greg Frey on his never-say-die attitude
on the sideline: "You just have to keep reminding every-
body that the game is not over. Never give up until you're
20 points down with three seconds to go. I knew all we had
to do to get back in the game was execute like we could,”

Tailback Carlos Snow on the play of the offensive line:
"Those guysare the greatest. Guys like Joe Staysniak and
Tim Moxley and Jeff Davidson are telling the backs all
day who we should be blocking. It helps you a lotand lets
you concentrate more on what you need to do."

Center Dan Beatty on the team's attitude alter the
comeback victory: "' We don't want to put ourselves in the
position we did today, but it's still satisfying to win. We'll
feed off this one tonight and Sunday, then we have to go
back to work. The second half looked pretty good as far as
points were concerned, but the first hall was atrocious,”

Minnesota quarterback Scott Schaffner, who nearly
rallied the Gophers to a winning touchdown on the final
play of the game: "You've got to admire their guys for
not giving up., We couldn't put them away. That's the
dilference right there, We had them down by 31 points
and those guys just wouldn't give up,”

Tight end Jim Palmer on his thoughts after catching a
3d-yard pass to set up the Buckeyes' winning touchdown:
"I was probably about the third receiver on that play. ' |
Jjust ran about a 10-yard drag pattern. The guy had me
covered like a blanket, but Greg threw a perfect pass to
me, right in my hands. Ihad in my mind I was close to the
sideline, but [ was thinking score first."

Snow, mixing metaphors while describing what the
victory meant to the team: "It tells you a lot about the
character of this team. We've grown together a lot since
the game against USC, 1 mean, this time we were down,
but notout, When you're working as a team, miracles can
happen. I'm just glad we were able tocircle the bandwag-
ons and come together as a team."

first Place - Best Sports Reporting* :
For coverage of 0. S. U. foothall

Central Ohioans take their sports seriously and WIVN Radio IJrinIgs

home all the action. Whether it's from the Masters, the Memoria

or the Ohio Stadium, WIVN radio is there. WIVN Radio is Ohio’s

flagship station for sports. “The Full Service Giant,” Columbus’

ong radio station commitied fo bringm‘g home the best in

sports. We know Ohioans are interested in Ohio State
niversity Football. And if people want 1o know

about 0.5. U. football, the Buckeye stops af

WIVN in Columbus.

* 3yeors in o row U.P.I. pomes WIVN Sports BEST in State.
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Buckeye Sports Bulle

Big Second Half Propels OSU To Victor

-

Continued From Page 1

Ohio State’s Carlos Snow tried to get
the Buckeyes back in the game with a
T9-yard kickofl return, but it was to no
avail.

With third and goal at the eight,
Frey tried to change a running play to a
quick pass at the line of scrimmage.
Everyone except center Dan Beatty and
strong gunrd Karl Coles heard the
audible. When Beatty and Coles
prepared to run block, Minnesota's
Mike Sunvold ran past them and
blasted Frey from behind. The football
popped into the air where it was snared
by Gopher Sean Lumpkin, who didn't
stop until he had crossed the goal line
85 yards later,

That made it 17-0 after the first
quarter. And Minnesota was not
through.

The Gophers marched 73 yards in
Jjust four plays on their next possession
to make it 24-0 and then interceptad
Frey four plays later, setting up another
touchdown that made it 31.0.

That's when the Buckeyes [inally
said enough is enough.

With time running out in the first
half, Frey directed the offense on an 80.
yard drive. The team got a break when
Minnesota was caught with o many
men on the fleld during an OSU punt,
koeping the drive alive.

After that, the Buckeyes featured
Snow almost exclusively with the excep-
tion of a big 30.yard recoption by junior
Bobby Olive, making his first ap-
pearance in two weeks.

Snow finished off the drive with a
punishing one-yard run before Frey hit
wplit end Jeofl Graham in the end zone
for a two-paint conversion.

That made the score 31.8 and helped
set the tempo for the Buckeyes' second-
half return from the grave.

OSU took the third quarter's opening
kickoff and drove to the Minnesota
seven before settling for a field goal,
Then, while the Buckeye defense was
finally sclving Minnesota’s offensive
scheme, the offense went back to work.

Starting at their own two.yard line,
the Buckeyes started to gather
momentum with an 11-play, 98.yard
drive that got them back in the ball
game. A 13.yard pass from Frey to
Snow on third and seven at the OSU
five-yard line was the biggest play in
the drive.

After that, the Bucks picked up yard-
age by the chunks until Frey found
Snow crossing the ond zone for a 15-
yard TD. Senior place-kicker Pat
O'Morrow's extra point cut Minnesota's
lead to 31-18.

The Gophers came back to add a 32.
yard field goal from Brent Berglund,
but the Buckeyes were undaunted.
They marched right back up the field,
thanks to a 45-yard kickoff return by
freshman Dante Lee

In just four plays, Frey found Snow
again, this time in the left flat. The jun-
tor tailback took the screen and, follow-
ing his blockers perfoctly, tirned on the
jets to speed into the end zone for a 27.
yard touchdown. The Frey.Snow con-
nection worked again on the conversion,
bringing the Buckeyes back within
eight paints at 34-26

Once again, the Gophers countered
with a Berglund field goal, seemingly
putting the game out of reach with five
minutes to go.

But the never-say-die Buckeyes came
back again. This time Frey stayed ex-
clusively in the air, hitting Snow first
for an eight-yard gain and then finding
Graham, freshman Greg Beatty and
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Freshman linebacker Alonzo Spellman (99) fights off a blocker to grab for Minnesota tailback
Darrell Thompson (39) while teammate Mark Pelini (48) goes low to take Thompson's legs out
from under him. Thompson rushed for 133 yards and one touchdown, but the Buckeyes
prevailed on the scoreboard by a 41-37 count.

freshman - Brian Stablein in quick sue-
cession.

A holding penalty wiped out an
eight-yard touchdown pass to tight end
Jim Palmer. But Frey came right back
to hit Graham with a 17.yarder that
took the ball to the one and then, on
fourth down, took the ball in the end
zone himsell on a quarterback keeper.

A two-point conversion from Frey to
Graham made it 37-34 in favor of the
Gophers,

Then, it was the Ohio State defense’s
turn to grab the spotlight. Playing with
a front line that featured a host of first-
year players, the Buckeyes stopped the
Gophers when they absolutely had to,

After allowing four yards on first
down, freshman linebacker Steve Tovar
held Minnesota tailback Steve Rhem to
n one-yard gain on second down and
then corralled him for a one-yard loss
on third down.

The Gophers' attempt to run out the
clock was hampered by the Buckeyes'
two remaining timeouts and the fact
that Thompson had had to exit the
game with a recurring knee injury after
having gained 133 yards.

So, with 1:62 remaining in the con-
test, the Buckeyes had one last chance
to win the game. They made the most of
it

Frey, who completed 18 of 23 passes
for 327 yards in the second half, found a
familiar target in Snow on the first
play. That pass gained 18 yards,
moving the Buckeyes from their own 27
to the 45.

Then Frey again connected with
Stablein, who made a nifty grab over
the middle for n 19-yard gain to the
Minnesota. 36. Then, things seomed

doomed when the Gophers' Skeeter
Akre sacked Frey for a loss all the way
back to the Gophers 49-yard line.

But, with the clock ticking awny,
Frey regrouped the Buckeyes quickly
and dropped back to pass again. His
primary and secondary receivers cov-
ered, the junior quarterback went to
Palmer down the left sidelino. The jun-
ior tight end made a good catch and
then spun away from two defenders be.
fore being taken out of bounds at the 15.

Then, with just 56 seconds remain.
ing, Frey faded back and found Graham
breaking free in the right corner of the
end zone. He threw a perfect strike to
the junior flanker to complete the come-
back.

O'Morrow added the PAT, making it
4137,

However, while the Buckeyes
celobrated on the sideline, the Gophers
plotted their strategy. There were still
47 seconds left in the game.

Minnesota quarterback Scott Schafl.
ner quickly completed a soven-yard

pass to tight end Shane Strain and then
hit split end Pat TinglehofT for gainers
of 16 and 17 yards

That gave the Gophers the ball at
the OSU 22 with seven seconds left,
Schaffner went for the end zone on the
next play and found Rhem in the back
of the end zone, behind the Ohio State
covernge.

Rhem dove for the ball, but the ball
bounced off his fingertips as time ran
out,

The Buckeyes mauled one another in
the middle of the field and then hiked
all the way back down the sideline to
salute their fans who had made the trip
to Minneapolis,

“I've said this before, but Ohio State
has the greatest fans in the world,"”
Cooper said. "Out of the 35,000 fans
who were there, I'll bet 7,000 or 8,000 of
them were Buckeye fans. It was just as
much a victory for them as it was for
us."

Take home these two best sellers
that cover the past 50 years of
Columbus ... which includes

73 pages ol Great Ohio State
Memories you cant find elsewhere!

Available at all Columbus
bookstores, including Alumni
Store, Fawcett Center, Long's and
Wexner Center.

-
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Perhaps Ohio Stata’s thrilling victory
over Minnesotn was just the wake-up
call the Buckeyes needed,

Ever since the Bucka knocked off In-
dlnnn a couple of weoks back, a lot of

1 to be ing that Ohio
‘)ln!o was going to just roll right into
the Michigan game with an 8-2 record
nund battle the Wolverines for n share of
the Big Ten championship and a pos-
sible shot at the Rose Bowl.

It wns the view from this corner,
however, that something like the first
half of the Minnesota game was in-
evitable. I folt that Ohio State, despite
rolling up 871 yards on the ground and
playing solid defense against Purdue,
was a bit lethargic in its 21-3 win over
the Boilermakers,

And the Buckeyes’ Inck of a killer in-
stinct has troubled me (and, of course,
the Buckeyes th Ives) all

The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Will Gopher Game Be Wake-Up Call For Bucks?

he probably should have thrown away.
Centor Dan Beatty botched a snap to
Greg Froy in the shotgun and the Buck-
oyes lost the ball in their own territory.
And the Bucks had a touchdown pass
from Frey to Jim Palmer called back be-
eause of holding.

The Buckeyes were nble to overcome
all these miscues to score one of their
most exciting victories. But chalk up
another six turnovers for the Buckeyes,
giving them 19 for the season. If you
make enough mistakes, the good tenms
will beat you.

ONE I‘IAYPR who didn't commit n
turnover against Minnesota was Carlos
Snow, who hns had his problems hold-
ing onto the ball this season.

While Snow rushed for only 74 yards
against the Gophers, his second lowest
total of the year (he had 67 against Ok-

When the Bucks eame out agninst
Minnesota, Ohio State again looked
lothargic. With an identical 4-2 record
to that of the Buckeyes, the Gophers
looked like they wanted the game more
than OSU, played harder, made fower
mintakes and took a 31-0 lead.

But don't be fooled by the 4.2 record
the Gophers sported. They had played
only two teams with winning records,
Nebraska and Indiana, and lost to both
of them, to the Cornhuskers by a 48-0
count and to the Hoosiers 2818,

Despite beating the likes of Indiana
State, lowa State, Purdue and North-
wastern in the early going, the Gophers
were just seventh among league teams
in total defense and eighth in total of-
fense.

Yet thero they were, leading the
Buckeyes by 31 paints.

Maybe that's what it took to make
the Buckeyes realize that they weren't
going to coast into Ann Arbor on Nov.
25,

The Buckeyes came out and domi-
nated in the second half, outscoring the
Colden Gophers 33-6 in the final 30
minutes. The 33 points were nine more
than the Buckeyes had scored in the
second half in the previous five gnmes.

With the offense that Ohio State has,
the Buckeyes should be moving up and
down the field like they did against
Minnesota in the second half regularly,
especially against teams like the
Gophers, Purdue or Boston College.

Aguninst Minnesota, Greg Frey and
company showed they could pass the
football. Against Indiana and Purdue,
the Bucks showed they could run with
the football. Against Purdue and in the
sacond half agninst Minnesota, the OSU
defense showed it can hold its own in
Big Ten play. It's time to go out and
dominate somo teams.

THE BUCKS were hardly perfect in
the second half. They ran all over Min-
nesota despite making the kind of mis.
takes that have been nll too common
this year.

Senior Jaymes Bryant was inter-
copted on n halfback pnss, a pass that

SUBSCRIBE
TO BSB
TODAY

lah State in the opener), he showed
why he is one of the most dangerous
players in the Big Ten.

He had five receptions for Bl yards
and two touchdowns, all in the pivotal
second half. He also scored n two-point
conversion on a pass from Frey.

In the first half, he was pretty much
the only threat for the Buckeyes, rack-
ing up 123 yards on two kickoff returns
and scoring Ohio State’s only first-hall
touchdown on a one-yard run,

In all, he nccounted for 20 points and
278 all-purpose yards against Min.
nesota. Not bad for n guy with an
aching knee.

THE GUTSY performance of the
game award, however, goes to Froy. He
was probably rendy to hit the whirlpool
after the first 30 minutes with the
;mum:lm.c;r he took at the hands of the

Gopher defense. But he came back in
the second half and engineered the win.

There is no question Frey has had
his troubles. Howover, I've never been
certain why some people direct the
amount of criticism toward him that
they do. After watching him lead the
Bucka back to victory against LSU last
senson and Minnesota this year, you
know he never quits.

And lot's face it, If your quarterback
quits, it's all over,

ONE THING 1 have never liked is
the practice of winning the coin toss
and deferring the decision until the sec-
ond half.

If your strength is offense, like Ohio
State’s is, why not take the kick and
drive down for a touchdown nnd take
control of the momentum? Instead, by
doferring, you're giving the opposition n
chance to scoro first and take the
momentum.

I really think.this deferral came into
play in the Minnesota game. Minnesota
got the ball first. Though they were
forced to punt on their first possession,
the punt bounced off Buckeye Rich
Huffman and the Gophers recovered.
They went on to score and set the tempo
for the entire half,

You can only speculate, but would
things have been different if the Buck-
oyes had taken the ball first?

WE HAD many calls on the Friday
before the Minnesota game from frantic
East Const Buckeye fans, concerned
that they were getting the Wmhmgtnn—
UCLA game on television in their area
instead of the Big Ten clash between
the Buckeyes and Gophers.

This programming by ABC was in-

terosting, 4o light waf A notain USA-cow

Today that said the network’s research

about Pac-10 games being popular in
the East was off the mark because of
the number of complaints the network
received aftor switching from the Ohio
State-Illinois game to the USC.
Washington game on Oct. 7.

Most of the people who called BSB
had already called their local affilintes,
to no avail. We suggest you write to
ABC with your complaint. The network
address is 1330 Avenue of the Amer-
icas, New York, NY 10019,

BSB Trivia Answers

(1975-76-77-78).

Buckeyes from 1978 to 1981,

in Yugoslavia.

professional football career,
10. Indiana.

1. Janowicz played three different positions for the Pitsburgh Pirates,

2. Former quarterback and place-kicker Bob Atha.

3. Alexander Lilley, who posted a 1-3 record in 1890.

4, Paul Brown (1941-43) and Earle Bruce (1979-87).

5. Archie (1972-73-74-75), Ray (1974-75-76-77) and Duncan Griffin

6. Art Schlichter started 48 consecutive games at quarterback for the

7. Galen Cisco won foothall letters atOSU in 1955, 1956 and 1957 and later
wenton to pitch for the Red Sox, Yankees and Royals in the American League.,
He is presently pitching coach for the Montreal Expos.

8. Janakievski, the Buckeyes' all-time leading field goal kicker, was born

9, True. Groza played only on the 1942 OSU freshman team before leaving
school for military service in World War I1. When he returned, he began his

PLAQUE !?

2380
city,

AND NOT JUST PLAQUES!

TROPHIES CLOCKS NOTE PADS
MEDALS GIFTS GARLAND PENS
RIBBONS KEY TAGS PLANNERS
HATS MUGS LASER ENGRAVING
T-SHIRTS CALENDARS TOTE BAGS
JACKETS UMBRELLAS LETTER OPENERS
CROSS PENS PAPERWEIGHTS INCENTIVES

WE MAKE YOU LOOK GOOD!
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