By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sporis Bulletin Stalf Writer

Enrle Bruce know something was going
to huppen in 1979 — he just wasn't sure
whint it would be

His first year as head coach of the Ohio
State Buckeyes had immediate obatacles -
most notably that he was following one of
the game's all-time logends, Woody Hayes

Though Bruce wns Ohio State through
and through — he attempted to play for the
Buckeyes before an injury curtailed his
career and he served undor Hoyes as an
assistant on the school’s 1068 nathonal
championship tenm — it's not every day that
you have to fill the shoes of the man many
regard as the master of Ohio State football

Surprisingly, Bruce seldom gave follow.
ing Hayes a thought. He was more con-
corned with guiding the Buckeyes to the
upper ochelon of the Big Ten, something the
experts felt was nearly impossible. OSU
went 7-4=1 in Hayes' lnst season and was
tabbed fifth in o preseason media poll head-
ing into 1978

“That presented o challenge in itsell
because I've always thought of Ohio State
being at the top of the Big Ten, not in the
middle,” said Bruee, who 20 years ago this
fall guided OSU to an 11-1 mark and a Big
Ten titla in his debut season

“We started aut with what 1 thought was
a fine football team. We had speed, good skill
positions, a good quarterback in Art
(Schlichter), good wide receivers and run-
ning backs, but our olfensive line was inex-
perienced and small and not toeo talented
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Bruce Didn’t Take Long To Leave His Mark
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0OSU coach Earle Bruce (left) with some of the top players from the school's 1979 Big

i L,"ﬁ.a;": Tl
o (R Y .

SOURCE: 1980 0D STATE POOTIALL MEDIA ChUSDE

MAINSTAYS IN '79 — This photo appeared on the cover of OSU's 1980 football media guide. It depicts

Ten champi-

onship team, including Doug Donley (47), Vince Skillings (48), Luther Henson (54), Todd Bell (25), Art
Schlichter (10) and Vlade Janakievski (13).

But they were willing to work and they
jelled as the season went on.”

The defense was truly ferocious, allowing
Just 126 points in 12 games. Included in that
total were six straight games with foes scor-
ing seven pointa or less

Bruce figured his team would hang its
hat an the defense, at least until the young
alfensive line came together.

“Defensively we had good linebackers,”

said Bruce, now an OSU football analyst for
Columbus’ WTVN-AM. “We weren't overly
big in the defensive line and probably a little
tnexperienced there. We had good speed
The kids were willing to hit you, boy. They
loved to hit you. Our kicking game was
solid.”

And solid was all most people expected
from Ohio State. But it was soon evident
this was no ordinary Buckeye team

Gaining Confidence
08U opened the season innocently
enough with a nothing specinl 31-8 win over
Syracuse. But peril came the next week at
Minnesota, which was at the time much
mare than the pushover it's been of late.
O8SU trailed 17-7 at intermission and

Continued On Page 34

AFTER TAILGATES AND

Hluddle at Doubletree Guest

friendly smilas late chip cook
twaroam suites with separate living room
wel bat and three televia % In the morr
fie o Caucus Roor staurant, And
n the nge feat g sin televisions wi

Vie'r i CLRL AMpUL b
smbus. 50 when heading lor the She

averything, with our Fall Football"Package that includes a souvenir

welcome gift and breaklast bulter for two. For our special
package rates and information, call us at 614-228-460C

DOUBLETREE"

GUEST SUITES

COLUMBMUS
50 Sovuth Front Street, Columbus, OH
8 00 2 22 ~TREE

Sweet Dreama®

the heart ol downtown

TOUCHDOWNS.,

Suites Columbus.

o, Comlartably spacious
honor bar, sals slesper
ng, join us flar a taiigate
tor the victoty

olebrate

th all the NCAA action

ow, let us quarterback

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Septembar 18, 1999 » 33



Originally Published: Sept. 18, 1999

Victory Over UCLA Boosted 79 Group’s Confidence
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A 45-20 win over Washington State fol
lowed, highlighted by tailback Cal Murray's
B-yard catch-and-run touchdown from
Schlichter

Then came the second roal confidence
booater, OSU II weled to the Los Angoles
um to play UCLA, and the Bruins
1 to have the game secured, leading 13-
h just under three minutes remaining
lichter ran a masterful two-minute
drill, finding Paul Campbell alone in the end

THE CELLULAR
START UP SALE.

LET THE
DIALING BEGIN.

rone for a 2-yard score. The drive took just
95 seconds but it was enough to keep UCLA
from coming back

“We won somao close games early in the
. Bruce said. "That helpe s
ther as much as anything, those two
gamos, Wo really felt we might be on to
something after those wins*
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THE ALL-AMERICAN —-
Quarterback Art Schlichter
earned first-team All-Ameorican
honors as a sophomore in 1979,
He threw for a then school
record 1,816 yards and 14 touch-
downs in leading OSU to an 11-1
mark.
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The Worlhmglon Inn

649 High Street, Worthington, OH 43085
(614) $85:2600
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Former OSU linebacker Marcus Marek
vividly remembers the action, because he
was in the middle of it quite often. He was
second on the team in tackles as a freshman
with 106 and also picked off three passes

He remembers Brues being upbeat about
the team, oven though everyone was still
finding his way.

“He just told us to do the little things that
meant the difference between winning and
losing,” Marek said. "He wouldn't allow us to
play above our heads. There were certain
things we could do and others we couldn't,
and the coaching staff handled all of that
very wall,

“The Minnesota and UCLA games were
when we folt, as a team, that we could real-
ly do better than what people prodicted for
us
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Blowouts Sent Buckeyes To No. 2

A sleepwalking 16-7 win over
Northwestern followed, with freshman tight
end Brad Diwelle scoring the only touchdown
on a pass from Schlichtar,

But then the Buckeyes really took off. In
succeasion, they blasted Indiana 47-6,
Wiseonsin 59-0, Michigan State 42-0, Nlinods
44-7 nnd lowa 34-7

That collection of blowout wins helped
lift Ohio State, unranked in the preseason,
all the way to No. 2 in the national polls
headed into the regular-season finale at No
13 Michigan,

Maorek's running mate at linobacker,
Glen Cobb, felt OSU was as good as any
team in the country at that juncture, and
the Buckeyes played like it

“Wa ware roally confident by then and we
Just weren't going to let teams beat us,” he
sald. "Wa weren't playing the strongest
toame, but the good teams beat the teams

they're supposed to beat. We took
care of business. We were preparing
for Michignh because we knew we'd
fot their beat shot.”

With a Rose Bowl berth and
undefeatod regular season on the
ling, it turned out to be the Buckeyes
who delivered the mortal blow to the
Wolvorines

The lead changed five times in
this showdown before linebacker Jim
Laughlin blocked a Bryan Virgil
punt and watched as defonsive back
Todd Bell scooped it up and sprinted
18 yards to the end zone. Still ene of
the most legendary plays in school
history, the “Buckeye Block Party”
paved the way to an 18:15 OSU win
that meant an unbeaten regular sea-
son and an ascent to No. 1 in the
polls
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* 243 Newly Refurbished Rooms
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Columbus, Ohio 43202

Owned by the Ohlo State University Endowment

1979 0SU Foothall

Rostor
No. Playst Pok. €l Homatown
60 Andrip, Ermig* 04 S Wintersville, Ohio
1 Atha, Bob K Sa.  Worthington, Ohia
B2 Darwig. Ron TE b Wiligugnty Hilla, Ohlo
25 Dail, Todg® L g Migdigtown, Ohlo
34 Deimaer, Clilt Fiil b, Mansfiskd, Ohlo
29 Blinco, Tom Ul M Lewiston, N.Y.
52 Brown, Bernaed € Fr,  Maneita, Ohio
T4 Brown, Tim 0T St Wamen, Ohlo
T6 Durke, Tim* 07 5. Wapakonata, Ohia
B3 Buiria, Scon 0G  Jr.  Point Ploasant, W.Vi.
A Durrows, NOrman €8 J. Portamouth, Ohlo
38 Compbell, Paul M S, Ravenna, Ohlo
7 Castgnols, Greg QD Si  Trenton, Mich
35 Cobb, Glen LB Fr Washinglon C.M., Oho
96 D'Andrea, Mike OB So, Awron, Ohio
80 DeLeona, Am € J. Wt Ohlo
47 Dondey, Doug® L k. Cambridge, Ohla
B0 Dwdin, Gary DT S Madisonville, My,
81 Dwolle, Brad* TE Fr. Sandusky, Otda
73 Echols, Reggie OT Mk Chardon, Oheo
27 EMs, Ray* CB N Canton, Ohio
39 Emgon, Leon Ol k. Washington, D.C
58 Epwropouios, Emee  OG &, ‘Warren, Ohlo
33 Cptropoutos, John LB b, ‘Warren, Ohio
65 Ferguson, Keith* Ol J.  Mismi, Na,
65 Fostor, Jerome* 0T Bo. Detroit, Mich
56 Fritz, Men (Capt.)* 0G Sr  Wonton, Ohio
17 CGaboway, Tim § F. Columbus, Ohio
20 Gayle, hm T S0. Hamplon, Va
16 Gorey, Rod €8 Fr.  Cincinnati, Ohio
12 Guens, Miko (Copt.)* CO 5S¢, Columbus, Ohio
3 Hal, Ted LB So. Gahanna, Ohio
B4  Honson, Luther® BT 4. Sandusky, Otwo
37 Hicks, Tyrone SE k. Warren, Ohig
B0 Houston, James TE S0. Awron, Ohio
B9 Hunter, Chuck SE S Newarw, Del
87  Hutchings, John C M Framont, Ohio
BT Jaco, Bin TE Sr.  Toledo, Ono
13 Janakieakl, Viade®* W W Columbus, Ohlo
21 Johngon, Ricky T Jr.  Saenta Maria, Calif,
8 Lmghin, b (Cogt)* OB Sr.  Lynahunst. Ohio
BG Lo, Ben G So0. Conton, Ohko
TB Levenick, Tom 0T S0, Waahinglon, il
43 Lowis, Doyle €8 Ffr.  Canton, Oho
20 Undsmy, Heivin - Fr.  Sandusky Ohio
2 Lukens, Joo* 0T Fr.  Cincinnati, Ghio
30 Maek, Marous® Wl Fr. Maswy, Ohio
#5 Meade, John TE S0, Mokena, Wl
00 Magao, Tony W b Chicago, I
00 Millet, Neck OT Jr. Uplsnd, Pa
91 Miler, Ron DT Je.  Adbuen, NY
28 Murpty, Bob 8 N Sanla Yooz Calif
43 Murray, Cabin® M Jr. Woodbine, NJ
19 Orosz, Tom* P S0, Falrport Harbor, Onlo
30 Payton, Jool M . Mentor, Ohio
03 Riehm, Chris DT  Fr.  Wadsworth, Ohlo
68 Sawickd, Tim®* MG Jr.  Mayfield, Onio
10 Scivichier, Art* Qb S0 Dioomingburg, Oha
a8 Skilings, Yince* & 4 Brenier, PA
6T Smith, Joe € S0, Cincinnatl, Ghio
A6 Spencer, Tim T Fr. 5t Clalreville, Ohio
0 Strahine, Miko QB Sr.  Lakewood, Ohio
97 Sullivan, Mark MO S, Timbarake, Ohie
9 Toyloe, Avin L Je.  Newporl Newi, Va
22 Volley, fic* D Sr  Lynchburd Ve
15 Washington, AMin® LB b Cloveland, Ohio
11 Watson, Otha LB So. Dayton, Ohio
58 Waugh, Tom (Cept.)* € B Morwaik, Ofeo
A4 Wiliams, Osry* S So Witmbngion, Chia

*-Doncles sladter.

Coach: Earlo Druce, Assistant Coaches: Pete Carron
Donnia Frynel, Gien Mason, Bill Mylea, Wayne Standey, Stove
Stobo, Dob Tucker, Fred Zechman

Season Results (11-1; 8-0, Big Ten champs)

Dats Opponent (AP Ranking* ) Hawull
Sept, 8 SYRACUSE w, 3148
Sept. 15 (15) s Minnosota W, 2147
Sept. 22 (10) WASHINGTON STATE W, 4520
Sept. 29  (14) ot UCLA (1T) W. 1713
Oct. 6 (H) NORTHWLSTERN W, 16:7
Oct. 13 18] INCIANA W, 478
Oct. 200 (6) WISCONSIN W, 600
Oct. 27 (4) MICHIOAN STATE W, 420
MNow, 3 (8] ot RNl W 447
New, 100 (3) 10WA W, 347
Now. 47 (2) st Michigan (13) W, 1845
Jon, 1 (1) Seuthein Californa (3)@ L 1716

Final AP Ranking: 4th

*05U's game day ranking appears before cpponent; oppo
nent's game day ranking appoars afler opponent’'s Name.,

@-Rote Dowl at Pasadona, Calll

Statistical Leadors

* Rushing: Caivin Murray, 173 carros, 872 yads

* Pamalng: Ait Schiichier, 108 comp., 200 att., 1,810 yards

* Total Oflense: Ast Schiichter, 2,240 yords (430 rushing,
1816 passing).

* Scorlag Viade Janakiovakl, 7 polrits (43 PATs, 18 FGa)

# Recelving: Dowl Dondey, 37 coatches, BOO yoards,

* Tackles: Avin Washington, 120 tackien (09 solo, 51 asst.).

Award Winners
* Team MVP: Jm Loughiin, OLB.
* AlkAmericans: Ken Fritz, OG; Art Schlichter, QO
= AlLBIg Ten: Mike Guess, CB, Hen Fritz, 0G; Wnce Skiisngs,
5; Viode Janaikdevakl, K im Loughiin, OLB; Luther Henaon, OT;
Todd Bell, LD; Tom Waugh, C; Art Schiichtar, QU; Doug Donley,
S
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0OSU FLASHBACK: THE 1979 BUCKEYES

“There we were, looking at our undefeat-
ed season going down the tubes, when we
had o chance to step up and make a play,”
sald Laughlin, who had already blocked
punts against Washington State and
Indiana. *That's what college football is all
about. I'm glad I had the chance to go out
there and make such o blg play”

The play, aleng with his stellar efforta all
soason from the linebacker spot, helped
Laughlin edge out Schlichter as the team's
maost valuable player

While Bruce was thrilled to beat
Michigan in his first try, the block wasn't the
chief thing that came to his mind about the
contest

“Ohio State hadn't scored a touchdown
agninst Michigan for three years,” Bruce
waid. “That's what concorned me. Art threw
oné to Chuck Hunter, so we got that out of
the way. We blocked n punt to beat Michigan,
and it doosn't et much better than that.”

Trojans Wilt The Roses

The 1980 Rose Bow! was one of the clas-
sics of the serfes, with both teams featuring
standout players. USC may have had one of
ita groatast colloctions of talent ever, with
Ronnie Lott, Paul McDonald, Charles White,
Marcus Allen and Anthony Munoz being just
a handful of names who would later star in
the National Football Laague.

“They had a great football team,” Bruce
said “When you put it on paper I don't know
how we kept it that close, Weo should have
beaten them.”

USC got on the board first with a field goal
and extended the lead on n McDonald touch-
down. OSU got on the board with a 35-yard
field goal by Viade Janakievaki and a 53-yard
TD pass from Schilichtor to Gary Willinms,

08U went ahead 13-10 on another
Janakievaki fleld goal and increased tho lead
to six on his third field goal of the day. Dut
USC would not be denied as McDonald led
tha Trojans 83 yards in eight plays. The all-
important extra point gave USC n 1716 lead
and, ultimately, the win,

One erucial juncture in the game came
with Ohio State inside the USC 10 on fourth.
and-1. Bruce disdained the field goal for a
runming play but was stufTed

“That'’s one thing 1 would do over again,”
Ie said. “The way Janakievaki was kicking, a
field goal there wins us the game. They never
could have driven for that last score to boat
us"

Charlos White was the hero of the day for
USC, setting a since-broken Rose Bow! rushing
record with 242 yards, USC's 519 yards was the
most allowed by the Buckeyes all season

The Buckeyes finished the yoar fourth in
the nation, not the desired destination but a
far ery from where they were expocted to ast-
the

“If we were two points better in the Rese
Bowl, we would have been national champi-
ons,” Bruce lamented

The 1979 team was the last Ohio State
wnit to finish the regular season unbeaton,
but Bruce prefers to remomber the strides
made by the team rather than the season as
a whole

“The offensive line made the greatest
move from any unit we had” Bruce said
“They did a good job, They helped make it all
posaible. We were a good team that practiced
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DOUBLE THREAT — Tailback
Cal Murray proved o be a lethal
weapon for OSU in 1979, rush-
ing for 872 yards and also catch-
ing 19 passes out of the back-
field. Murray scored six touch.
downs on the year,

hard, played hard and took coaching. They
weors determined Ohlo State is known for
that. They don't just have kids who want to
play football, they have kids who want to
win

“Ouir kids ware tough. They may not have
been the most talentod football team around,
but they sure as hell were tough and fast ns
anybody. They played with intensity.”

The Aftermath

Seventoen of the 24 starters from this
team retumed a year later, including nine on
defense, as the Buckeyes went into 1980 as
the nation's No. 1-ranked team

But the pressure proved to be too much as
UCLA blanked the Buckeyes 17.0 at home
and OSU dropped games to Michigan (8-3)
and Penn State (31-19 at the Fiesta Bowl) to
end the year 9-3,

That was the first of six straight 9-3 sea-
sons for Bruce, who got pieces of three other
Big Ten titles and a berth in one more Rose
Bowl in 1985 during his nineyear stint as
the head coach.
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-\tenkzl will never be the same

Alumni Motorsports, spearheaded by former football
buckeyes Jim Lachey and Mike Tomczak, has teamed
with FSG Energy Services to go NASCAR racing. The
race team, built by Alumni Motorsports and powered by
FSG Energy Services, was formed o help bulld
awareness for The Ohio'State University's Center for
Automotive Research. Alumni Motorsports Is unigue
among NASCAR teams as it represents the first time
colleglate alumni have formed a NASCAR Busch Grand
National racing team. Every OSU fan is needed to help
raise the $2.5 million it will take to race the entire 2000
season. FSG Energy Services has agreed to give a
generous percentage of thelr profits to help support this
innavative race team. The FSG-Buckeye natural gas
program allows both home and business to switch their
natural gas supplier to FSG under the Columblia Gas of
Ohlo Cholce program, Buckeye fans and race fans alike
will save money on every natural gas bill while
supporting NASCAR's most exciting race team.
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