Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

Vol. 18, No. 12

8 BLEN

“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More”

$2.00

PERIODICAL NEWSPAPER
CLASSIFICATION
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE RUSH!!

November 28, 1998

Sweet Redemption!

Michigan 31-16

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Redemption, vindication, call it whatever you
want: Ohio State achioved i by defeating nival
Michigan 31-16 in The Game Nov. 21 at Ohio
Stadium,

The Buckeyes claimed their 28th Big Ten champi-
onship — they actually will share the title with
Michigan and Wisconsin — by virtue of the win, OSU
Jumped on Michigan for a quick 14-0 lead, capitaliz-
ing ‘on several Michigan miscues and stuffing the
Wolverines' ground attack.

It was how a team once ranked No. 1 nationally
should play in a rivalry game.

T felt like we were going to win the game all
woek,” OSU coach John Cooper saud afterward. "I had
great confidence in our football team, 1 thought our
assistant conches did a great job of preparing the foot-
ball team, and 1 was probably as relaxed around here
this week as I've been in a long, long time — certain.
ly the most relaxed I've been before the Michigan
game

“l think the approach we took this week really
paid off"

Unlike previous years, Ohio State kept a muzzle
on its players prior to this game. Then, as the week
wore on, everything built toward stopping Michigan,
and the Buckeyes did at nearly every turm

“1 could tell before we even took the field how the
players felt, and on the field I could tell we weren't
going to let up,” said linebacker Na'il Diggs

08U quarterback and captain Joe Germaine
saved one of his best performances for his final home
game, tossing for 330 yards and three touchdow

“Tt di tely is a great feeling,” he said, savors
the win, “It's the first time I've experienced it. Thus is
what it's all about. This is why you come to Ohio State
and Michigan, to bo able to come to these kind of
games. This is what it's all about. It teaches you
things, not only for football but for life.”

This result was redemption on at least three fronts
for the Buckeyes:

* The team itself won The Game just two weeks

after a erushing defeat at the hands of Michigan State

OSU Waits
For Word
On Bowl

on that same Ohio Stadium field. That defeat essen-
tinlly knocked the top-ranked Buckeyes out of the hunt
for the Fiesta Bowl and their first national champi-
onship since 1968

* The win was also big for Cooper, whose 10 previ-
ous OSU teams had mustered just a 1-8-1 record in the
season’s most important game,

* And it served as sweel revenge for split end David

Boston, who was embarrassed during and after lnst season's 20-14
defeat at the hands of the eventual national champions. This time
arcund it was Boston who had the last laugh, if not the last taunt.

The Thrill Of Victory

In recent years, Ohio State had lost to Michigan just about every

conceivable way,

It didn't matter if it was home or away, it didn't matter if the

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

You won't find many Ohio State coach-
es, players or fans looking for something to
quibble about when the Buckeyes crush
rival Michigan on a sunny November
Saturday in the Horseshoe.

But if only Penn State had beaten
Wisconsin ..

The Badgers cruised to an casy 24-3
win over Penn State to join OSU and
Michigan as Big Ten co-champions. Due to
the conference’s tiehreaking procedures,
Wisconsin (10-1, 7-1) earned the Rose Bowl
berth.

Since OSU (10-1, 7-1) and the Badgers
did not play this year and they finished
with identical records, UW ot the ned
because the Buckeyes had been to
Pasadena more recently than the Badgers
OSU played in and won the Rose Bowl
after the 1996 season while UW played in
the Rose Bowl following the 1993 cam.
paign.

When asked whether a Wisconsin win
would cloud his opinion of this particular
football Saturday, OSU coach John Cooper
replied, “Not at all."

“Obviously we'd love to have gone to the

Continued On Page 9

JOFF BREMAM

BOSTON CONTROLS THE WEATHERS — David Boston, frus-
trated during last year's loss to Michigan, turned out to be the
star of Ohio State’s 31-16 victory over the Blue Nowv. 21. Here
he drags UM's Andre Weathers along on a 43-yard touchdown.

Buckeyes were favored or underdogs, it didn't matter what was at
stake: Ohio State, more times than not, found a way to lose to the
Wolverines.

Just since 1993, Michigan had cost Ohio State two Big Ten
championships, three Hose Bowl berths and three cracks at the
national championship. This time, though, OSU denied Michigan

This Is Last Weekly
Issue Of BSB

This is the last weekly issue
of Buckeye Sports Bulletin
planned for the 1998 football
season.

BSB will return with the
December issue, which will
contain a full bowl preview.
That issue will be mailed on
Monday, Dec. 14.

After that issue, BSB will
return with the first of 10
weekly issues for basketball
season. The first of those

Continued On Page 8
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08U's bowl game.
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the Rose Bowl berth,

And, instead, on this sunny Saturday in
Columbus, it was the Buckeyes who made
all the right plays and capitalized on nearly
every Michigan mistake.

“I really can't put into words how I feel
right now, but I'm going to enjoy this for a
long time,” said OSU safety Damon Moore.
“(Michigan safety) Marcus (Ray) and them
beat us three years, but this is the one that'’s
really going to mean something.

“I wouldn't say this makes up for the
throe losses, but it's going to do a lot to help
ease the pain.” !

Ohio State snapped a three-game losing
streak ogainst Michigan, dating to a 22-6
win at Ohio Stadium in 1994, That win was
0SU's only home win in the series dating to
1984,

“The fact we went out and beat Michigan
is just a big relief for all of us,” said fullback
Matt Kellor.

0OSU guard Rob Murphy said this win
was a long time in the making.

“It feels so good,” he said. “We've worked
so hard, This is our keynote game every
year. I've been here four years, and we've
lost three of them. This definitely washes

. away everything that happened in the past.”

Tired of the annual embarrassments at
the hands of their bitter rival, the Buckeyes
took matters into their own hands.

“It was personal,” revealed OSU line-
backer and captain Jerry Rudzinski. “This is
o game we think about all year. It takes a
yearlong commitment to beat a premier
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Buckeyes Celebrate Win Over Michigan

team like Michigan. It was sweet to get
them down, and I felt we beat them soundly.

*This is the greatest moment I've had as
n Buckeye.”

Ohio State teams can reach double digits
in wins — as the 10-1 Buckeyes just did for
the fourth year in a row and fifth time in six
yoars — but if they do not include one win
over Michigan, many feel the season was a
loss.
“l can remember the last two years

kicked off. .

“The past doesn't matter,” UM linebacker
Sam Sword said. “They made the plays
today. That's all that matters.”

Coop Stops Skid

Counting a win his Arizona State team
had over Michigan in the 1987 Rose Bowl,
Cooper is now 3-8-1 against Michigan.

The coach, however, doesn't feel he is
totally at fault for the previous losses or

where we lost, especially my freak year
(1996)," said OSU tailback Michael Wiley,
who rushed for 120 yards including a 53-
yard touchdown that set the tone in the first
three minutes. “Everybody thought we were
big losers. We were 11-1 and finished No. 2
in the polls, but people thought we were
losers.”

Questions arose as to why the Buckeyes
could not beat their rival. Who was to
blame? What would it take to win The
Game?

“We have to answer a lot of questions
about what's wrong,” Rudzinski said. “We
need to turmn the thing around. Hopefully
over the next several years we'll get the ball
rolling and theyll be the ones that have to
answer those questions.

“When the media ask you questions like
"What's wrong with this team? it's not a lot
of fun.”

Moore hopes the winning feeling carries
over to future renditions of the Buckeyes.

*I told the younger guys, ‘R ber this
feeling, remember this taste and keep it in
your mouth,’ " he said.

And as one Michigan player pointed out,
the past really isn't a factor onco the ball is

Hard to find Scarlet & Gray

sportswear for the Buckeye Fan
If It’s Scarlet & Gray We’ve Got It!

Select from the following sports:
Basketball aseball
Track & Field Soccer
m ET Football Hockey
ﬂH E Buckeye Basketball Rugby
Synchronized Swimming Golf
@ . Iglarr:t'lfinsgadllaand léacrosse
eerleading rew
FOOTBALL Gymnastics Tennis
Field Hockey Volleyball
Cross Country Swimming
Water Polo Wrestling
Dance Team Softball
”__.ﬂ_—-
100% cotton ash t-shirt 2-tone, scarlet & black baseball
with scaret implinrt, caps with embroidered Ohio State
M-XL $9.00, XXL $11.00 | sport designs available for all the
XXXL $13.00 e sports for §13.49ea

spirit =

80/20 Birch crew sweat shirt w/ applique
OHIO STATE & any of the above sports

below in scarlet: M-XL $39.99, XX $42.99
1960 North High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43201

ONCEPLES

Store hours:Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30, Sunday 12-5
Parking available behind our building

(614) 299-7536

hould get full credit for this win, It is a team
effort, he reminded reporters.

“See, I look at this differently than what
you guya do,” Cooper said afterward. *I don't
feol like I've lost a game and I'm not going to
take credit for winning this game today.

“It was our football team that lost (in the
past) and their football team that won.*

But Cooper, who notched his third Big
Ten title, deserves some praise for signing off
on the most aggressive game plan a Buckeye
team has probably ever taken into a
Michigan game.

Sure, OSU threw a scant 28 passes. But
many of them were of the vertical variety.
With the offensive line providing ample pro-
tection, Germaine and his receivers
stretehed the UM defense.

“I den't think you saw us playing tight or
playing not to lose,” Cooper said. "We played to
win. And that’s why we threw the ball down
the field so many times, in particular on third-
down situations. It's just a great feeling.”

While Cooper shied away from the hero’s
role in the postg press confi e,
players put him on the highest pedestal.

“Hopefully this will take some of the
pressure off Coach Cooper,” Rudzinski
said, “He has taken a lot of heat for his
record against Michigan, but he's not the
one out on the field, He puts together a
great game plan and gets us mentally
ready to go out there,

“Once again, he got us ready to play. We
had a great week of practice and that proved to
bo the difference. This team was s focused as
I've seen since I've been here, The coaches did
not have to raise their voices this week.

“He gets a bad rap for the Michigan
game, It was sweet to go out and win for
him. It meant a lot to go out and have a good
game for our leader and the man we all look
up to.”

Keller chimed in, *Most people dont
know what kind of man he is or what kind of
coach he is. He's just a great coach.”

From Goat To Hero

Boston became the butt of the joke a year
ago when he commented prior to the
Michigan game that eventual Heisman
Trophy winner Charles Woodson was not as
good as some of the comerbacks he faced
every day in practice,

Woodson answered the challenge. Excopt
for one long touchdown grab by Boston, he
almost single-handedly lifted the Wolverines
to victory with a key reception, an intercep-
tion and a punt return for a touchdown,

Woodson belittled Boston in the
postgame press conference, saying, “1 was
like a father out there, chastising my son for
running his mouth to the wrong people.”

The Heisman winner moved on to the
NFL after last season, but another Boston
nemesis, Ray, whose crushing hit landed
Boston on the cover of Sports Nlustrated,
still lingered.

This time, though, it was Boston who lift-
ed his team to vietory. He caught 10 passes
for a career-high 217 yards and two touch-
downas,

*1 watched the game from last year,”
Boston said, noting his motivation for this
game. “I was a little upset when 1 was
watching game films. | said some things
before that game I shouldn't have said.

“There were comments after the game
where one of their players was chastising me
as a father. 1 didn't understand what that
meant.

“1 just went out there and showed I'm a
human being who matures just like every
other colloge player. I learned my losson Jast
year, and that's what happens.”

After two years in this rivalry — and a
pair of painful defeats — Boston understood
finally what this rivalry and The Game were
all about.

*T'm a junior,” he said. "My first two years
we lost to Michigan, | learned about the
rivalry and I learned about what this means
to everybody. .

*T just wanted to go out there and play as
hard as 1 could and leave all of my effort on
the field. I worked real hard in the of-season
for a game like this."
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Buckeyes
Await Nod
On Bowl

Continued From Page 1

Rose Bowl, guys, but who knows whats
going to happen? There's a lot of football o
wd. We're sitting here now 10-1 and
ve got a chance to win another football
game somewhere. We're going to go to
some nice bow! game,” he said

Instead of making plans for Pasadena,
Ohio State will not know its bowl destina-
tion until after the various confoerence
chumpionship games are played Dec. 5
One day later after the Bowl
Series computes its rank-
Bowl berth the

Champlonship
inga for

the Fiesta
yes will learn their fate

As the nation's No. 1-ranked team for
the season's first nine weels, OSU had the
inside track toward locking down a Fiesta
Bowl berth,

Now, though, three
UCLA, Tennessee and K
stand at the head of the class in the Fiesta
Bowl hunt. Barring at least two major
s in their remaining games, it
appears OSU will have to settle for an at-
large bid to either the Sugar Bowl or the
Orange Bowl. Other schools vying for the
two at-large spots available in the BCS
bowls are Arizona (8-1), Notre Dame (9-1)

unbeatens
s State
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COVER STORY: BOWL SITUATION

HAPPY MOMENT — OSU captain and line-
backer Jerry Rudzinski fights back the
tears as a fan congratulates him after the

win over Michigan.

and Texas A&M (10-1)
If that doesn't come through, OSU could
be relegated to the Citrus Bowl for the

fourth time in seven years

“ foel like well play in one
of the Bowl Championship
Series games,” said Cooper,
whose 10-2 OSU team merit-
ed a Sugar Bowl invitation a
year ago when Penn State
dropped a season-ending
game at Michigan State

ABC will televise all four
bowls in the BCS this season,
and while color commentator
Bob Griese is not intimately
involved in selecting teams
for those bowls, he thinks
0SU has earned its spot

“Even if they dont go to
the Rose Bowl, Ohio State
will be selected for one of the
Bowl Championship Series
bowls," Griese said as the
final seconds ticked off in
0SU's 31-16 win over the
Wolverines.

The OSU players met
with the media as the Penn
State-Wisconsin game was
only in ita carly stages. The
Buckeyes dutifully answered
questions based on both pos-
sible scenarios,

But even with the Rose
Bowl out of reach, they
believe they've done enough
to snag a BCS bowl berth

“1 don't know if we will or
not,” said OSU guard Rob
Murphy. "But [ really think
we should based on our per-
formance today. Michigan is a damn good
football team. I think we have to be consid-
ered in the top three or four teams in the

Y pREHM

nation."

“All we can do is hope for the best,”
added OSU split end David Boston, who
helped key the win with a pair of long
touchdown catches. “You never know how
all this will shake out.”

For more on the politics surrounding
the bowl seloction process, see the story on
page 10,

Bounce Back Champs

OSU's decisive win over Michigan gave
rise to questions after the game about
what this team could have accomplished
had it not stumbled at home against
Michigan State two weeks earlier.

*No, I dont even think about that"
Cooper said

0SU quarterback Joe
expanded on that theme

“Obviously we were very disappointed,”
he said. "Our goal from the beginning of
the season was to go to Tempe and the
Fiesta Bowl. For us to be able to do that, a
lot of things have to happen and it’s not
likoly:,

“But this is a great win, We're not hang-
ing our heads at all. We put that behind us
on the Sunday after the game

“l hope that people realize the way we
bounced back and the way we played
agninst o very good football team like
Michigan today”

OSU linebacker Jerry Rudzinski
believes his team has made its case.

“A sign of a good team is coming back
from adversity, and we did that today,” he
said.

“We started out highly touted this year
and proved we are one of the best teams in
the country. We lost a game and our dream
was to go undefeated. That didnt happen.”

Germaine
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

OSU Solves The Maize

Air Game Spurs
Buckeyes To 31-16
Defeat Of Wolves

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Unlike so many Ohio State-Michigan
games down through the years, the team's
Nov. 21 battle for Big Ten supremacy
fought mainly through the air and n

ground

Ohio State may have stumbled across a
formula for success agminst its nemesis
The seventh-ranked Buckeyes wiped away
years of heartache and misery ot the
hands of the “Team Up North® as they
rolled to a 31-16 win over No. 11 Michigan
before a season-high 94,339 at Ohio
Stadium.

The long-awaited victory clinched Ohio
State (10-1, 7-1) a share of the Big Ten
championship with Michigan (8-3, 7-1) and
Wiscongin (10-1, 7-1). But with Wisconsin
defeating Penn State a few hours later to
clinch the Rose Bowl berth, the Buckeyes
will not know their bow] destination until
sometime in early December.

Still, the Buckeyea were not concerned
about that after beating their rival for just
the second time in 11 years under coach
John Coaper.

“I am so0 happy for our team,” Cooper
said. “I'm happy for our senior football
players. | thought our captaina did a great
job, and 1 salute our senior football play-

Eh

-

Ohio State actually drew first blood on
the ground after tailback Michael Wiley
ripped off an early 53-yard touchdown run.
But after that it was the passing combina-
tion of quarterback Joe Germaine and split
end David Boston that took cenler stage.

"l thought we played a great game

today,” said Germaine, who completed 16
of 28 passes for 330 yards and three touch-
downs, “We were well-prepared for the
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game, and they dido't have any surprises
for us. That in itself was the biggest thing.

“We had a lot of big plays. We got some
wide receivers behind their defensive
backs and we were able to connect on
some."”

Boston caught 10 passes for 217 yards
— the most receiving yardage in history
agninst a Wolverine team — and two of
those were touchdowns.

“What can you say about David
Boston?" Cooper said. “We moved David
around from flanker to split end and real-
ly looked to him to make the big play.”

O0SU's wide-open offensive approach
was a breath of fresh air in a series that
has relied, perhaps too heavily, on smash-
mouth football.

“T knew we were going to make plays,”

JCFF BRI

BLUE BOBBLE — Michigan punter Jason Vinson barely gets the ball away as Ohio State’s Kevin
Griffin (42) and Steve Bellisari (8) provide pressure. This kick resulted in a net loss of 13 yards, and
Vinson later had one blocked by Derek Ross.

Boston said. *I didnt know when they
were going to come or who was going to
make them, but | knew we were going to
make plays. When you start off like that
with Michael going up the middle, that
just gets everything rolling.”

Three of OSU's four touchdowns were
longer than 30 yards, a fact that weighed
on Michigan coach Lloyd Carr,

*Through the years we've been a team
and a defense that has prided ourselves on
not giving up the big plays,” he said
*Certainly we gave up too many of them
ll.Kl.'nl\v’.

“The touchdown run to start the game
should not happen. But Boston is a great
football player and Germaine is a senior
quarterback.”

Wiley, who

gave way to
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN .

Montgomery as the starter at tailback for
this game, also had a big day with 120
yards on 12 carries

Defensively, the Buckeyes slammed the
door against UM's ground game. Michigan
finished with just four net yards rushing
en 28 carries

Michigan also looked to the air with
quarterback Tom Brady setting school
records for attempts (56), completions (31)
and yards (375). He connected on one
touchdown but also threw two intercep-
tions and was sacked seven times

“We shut their running game down
almost to nothing,” Cooper said. “They had
about four yards running the football.
They're a dangerous passing team, and I
thought (Tom) Brady played a good ball
game.”

And with both the offense and defense
guing against them, the Wolverines' special
teama play was also lacking. UM punter
Jason Vinson was tackled as he punted
one ball and had another kick blocked.
Both mistakes resulted in OSU touch-
downs,

*The kicking game kept it from being
the kind of game we wanted it to be,” Carr
said. “We wanted it to be tight going into
the fourth quartar. We took ourselves out
of the opportunity to play that type of
Rame

“But you can't have two punts (virtual-
ly) blocked and beat a good football team.”

Blow By Glorious Blow

The teams traded punts to open the
gume before the Buckeyes struck gold — or
Maize — on their second possession. OSU
needed four plays to move 69 yards.

Wiley carried on two of the plays, first
picking up 156 yards through a big hole
over the right side. Two plays later he took
a toss swoep right, followed blocks by Matt
Kaller, John Lumplin and Ben Gilbert and
rolled for the 53-yard touchdown to stake
the Buckeyes to a 7-0 lead just 2:40 into
the game

Wiley was thankful after Keller cut
down linebacker Dhani Jones at the point
of attack and Gilbert got ahead of the play
to control safety Marcus Ray.

"It was a pitch,” Wiley said. "I cut it up
and Keller made his block, all the offensive
linemen made their blocks, and 1 had to
make one guy miss

“Everybody got their blocks. It was just
great.”

Ohio State then capitalized after a
major UM miscue. Punter Vinson allowed
the snap to go through his hands and
Buckeyes Kevin Griffin and Steve Bellisari
swarmed him as he punted the ball. The
ball spiraled out of bounds at the UM 16 —
a net loss of 13 yards — and the Buckeyes
took over there.

08U needed three plays to convert the
error into points. On third-and-10,
Germaine hit Dee Miller on n post pattern
The flanker — catching his first touch-

with 9:44 left in the first quarter.

“Dee did a good job of keeping his route
coming,” Germaine said. “He got up behind
the safety and made a great catch. That
was a lot of momentum to us.”

Miller added, “The coaches put a lot of
good plays in there today. We had a lot of
four wide receiver sets. We felt we could
exploit some holes in their defense, and 1
think we did that today.”

The Buckeyes appeared to have UM
reeling late in the first quarter when
Germaine hit Boston in stride for an
apparent 58-yard gain. Although replays
showed both of Boston's knees were on the
ground, UM's Tommy Hendricks stripped
him of the ball and returned it 33 yards to
the OSU 29. An OSU late-hit penalty gave
the Wolverines possession at the Buckeye
14

The OSU defense stiffened, though,
holding UM to a 27-yard Jay Feely feld
goal to trim the lead to 14-3 with 14:15 left
in the second quarter,

The Buckeyes missed an opportunity
midway through the second after
Germaine and Boston hooked up on a 31-
yard gain to the UM 21. But Germaine
was sacked and the Buckeyes were penal-
ized for a false start, pushing kicker Dan
Stultz back for a 46-yard field goal. The
kick sailed wide left with 6:12 left in the
half.

But the Buckeyes capitalized on anoth-
er UM kicking game mistake when Derek
Ross blocked Vinson's punt and teammate
Jonathan Wells recovered at the UM 20.
The Buckeyoes were penalized 15 yards for
unspartsmanlike conduct, but they were
still in business at the UM 35.

Afver Wiley picked up five yards on first
down, Germaine threw to Boston short in
the left flat. He spun around UM’s
Weathers and Hendricks whiffed on the
play as Boston sprinted down tho sideline,

As he neared the end zone, he pointed
to his UM nemesis Ray, who was powerless
to stop the 30-yard touchdown. Boston was
hit with an unsportsmanlike conduct
penalty of his own, but Stultz's 35-yard
extra point put OSU up 21-3 with 3:15 left
in the half,

“The one to David was an out pass left,”
Germaine said. T got hit and didn't get a
chance to see it. | eould just hear the crowd
roar when he scored.”

Michigan rallied just before halftime,
going on a nine-play, 80-yard scoring drive.
Brady enjoyed his best success of the day,
hitting Tai Streets for a 34-yard gain and
Marcus Knight for 24 more to set up his 3-
yard TD toss — a lob to Streets over OSU's
Ahmed Plummer — to trim the gap to 21-
10 with 25 seconds left in the half.

Michigan had the ball to open the sec-
ond half, but OSU linebacker Jerry
Rudzinski intercepted a Brady pass at the
0OSU 46. The senior tipped the ball to him-
sell and caught it while lying on his back.

“Late in the season we were getling

they would run any of those dig routes. It
ot tipped before it got to me. [ bobbled it a
little bit and then I eame down with the
ball”

OSU needed four plays to cover the
remaining 54 yards and extend the lead to
2810, Wiley picked up 12 yards on first
down. Three plays later, Germaine went
deep down the middle to Boston on a post
route. He got behind Weathers and fought
him off at the 5 to complete the 43-yard
touchdown with 9:51 left in the third.

Michigan mustered a pair of nice pos-
seasions but could only net Feely field
goals of 34 and 30 yards to eventually cut
the lead to 31-16 with 14:47 left

The sack-happy OSU defense then
came up big with a pair of sacks, one by
Clinton Wayne and the other by Ryan
Pickett, to force o UM punt with B:36 left

05U's Plummer snuffed another threat
with his interception of a Brady pass on
fourth down at the OSU 15 with 6:20 left

“I really didn't have to work too hard on
that one,” said Plummer, who has four
INTs on the year and nine in his career.
“Gary (Berry) made a great play on the
receiver. He cut him off and [ was trailing
He made a great play and. tipped it right
into my hands."

And, for the record, Plummer broke up
a fourth-down pass on Michigan's last-
ditch possession with just under two min-
utes left.

Brady bemoaned the fact that Michigan
had to rely almost solely on the pass,

“We got very one-dimensional, but we
were forced to,” he said. "Anytime you do
that against a good team, they'll make you

pay.”

Game Notes

* Fans swarmed the field with 23 sec-
onds left and, after Carr moved onto the
field to try to shake Cooper’s hand (that
never happened) and concede the game,
0SU did not have to run a final play.

* Safety Damon Moore notched a
career high with his team-high 12 tackles,
Cornerback Antoine Winfield and line-
backer Andy Katzenmoyer also came up
big with 10 tackles each.

+ OSU tallied soven sacks of Brady
with Brent Johnson getting two.

* OSU's second-half touchdown was the
first surrendered by Michigan in Big Ten
play.

The 31 points represent the most UM
has allowed since losing to Syracuse 38.28
on Sept. 12. No team had scored more than
10 points on UM since Michigan State
scored 17 in a 29-17 loss on Sopt. 26,

"We knew they were an outstanding
football team,” Carr said. *I thought we did
a decent job on the running game after the
first touchdown.

“You have to stop the rush to beat Ohio
State. But on the pass plays, you have to
keep the ball in front of you, and we didn't
do that.”

* The loss snapped Michigan's 16-game
conference winning streak, dating to the
1996 win over OSU in Columbus.

While Michigan netted its Big Ten-high
39th conference championship, the
Nolverines saw their string of 10 consecu-
tive wins over top-10 ranked opponents
snapped.

¢ Ohio State shortened UMY advan.
tage in the overall series to 54-35-6 and in
Ohio Stadium to 20-18-1

Over the last 47 games (1952 to '98),
OSU actually enjoys a 23-22-2 advantage

\AHIE. I\

1114743

14, 995

L L1 L
D, PO r Lo

0 Wi OWS
L MO

X
=

down since the Toledo game — went over  beat on some digs across the middle,” said rearing, Power Breis
UM's Andre Weathers and Ray to pull the  Rudzinski, who notched his second career Passenge 0 ‘] i
ball in and give the Buckeyes a 14-0 lead  interception. "I was back there seeing il ¥ V

| : l

Your Old One

for FREE in-home estimate

& ot

L =]
o

. —

You'’re Naked In There ..
We Put A New Bathtub Over &

Call 235-5000

of Columbus ¥
771 S. Hamilton Rd. * Columbus, Ohio R i e Wi e o

leaily ever ughe bathiub snd sut-of dae vle walls.

. Cover It Up'

JYAG

W@]\‘

* Price includes Chrysier rebate,
ownarof a C
ULy L}
00 £g oad v omes 0
D iy

15, 895

ch all rebates and discounts. Must be current
aler Plymauth mini van to qualify. While supplies last

¥y K '
oad and g or 1-600-202-000
D b.CO : b

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN November 28,1998 » 13



Woody Hayes might not have approved
of the midweoek decision by Ohio State
conches to emphasize the pass against
Michigan — he did say three things hap-
pen when you pass, and two are bad — but
reliance on the pass erased demons of the
past as the Buckeyes tossed their way to
victory over Michigan.

Michigan's young secondary was
turned into a sieve l?’ an Ohio State
offense clicking on all cylinders. Most
notable among the stars was receiver
David Boston, who caught 10 passes for
217 yards and two touchdowns, setting a
new school record for single-season eatch-
es with 74.

Ohio State passed three times on its
first possession, setting the tone for the
afternoon. Even with three incompletions,
the Buckeyes knew the surest route to pay
dirt waa the pass

“We had seen Purdue and some other
teams .ﬁprcn(l U\em out ﬂnd i'll.l\ L] 'IUC(I.‘S!
said flanker Dee Miller, who grabbed four
passes, including his first touchdown in
lig Ten play this season. "Syracuse did
that, too. We saw a couple pluya those
teams ran and we put those in,

A subtle change by the Buckeyes made
for a big change in the result.

The offenmive coaching staff figured
Michigan didn't have anyone playing like
Charles Woodson, so therefore a little gim-
micl‘:? might work

“We waited for this game to flop David
and Dee between flanker and split end the
whole game,” offensive coordinator Mike
Jucobs said. “That was somethin
wanted to do, and it worked well. That
added to our passing game. (The defense)

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

OSU Game Plan Becomes Passmg Fancy

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

didn't seem like they always knew where
they should be.”

Quarterback Joe Germaine finished
with 330 yards and three touchdowns and
gnt bettoer as the game went on. After the

ak he was nearly unstoppable.

He as much as anyone embraced the
coaches’ philosophy.

“There were meetings on Tuesday
where the conches presented a Lﬁnme plan
to us,” Germaine said. "From there I was
:;c:tcd about it. We went out and execut-

Ohio State's defense had taken center
stage agninst Michigan most of the
decade.

For once, it was time for the offense to
do its share,

“All week we talked about how for the
last five years we haven't had anyone
offensively make any big plays,” Miller
said. “We knew we were going to throw the
ball, and Joe did a great job with that.”

Lining Up For Target Practice

The talk was heard all week around
Columbus. Everyday fans, radio and tele-
vision talking heads, and national colum-
nists were all saying the Buckeyes stood
little to no chance of beating the improving
Wolverines for a simple reason.
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The OSU offensive
line was a liability, they
said,

That talk smarted
and turned what had
been a timid bunch into
a unified unit intent
on  beating back
Michigan's charge.

Though the
Wolverines  sncked
Germaine four times
on the afternoon, the
Buckeyes were able to
amass yardage — pre-

cisoly 462 yards,
“It was a big chal-
lenge," guard Rob

Murphy said. “All I can
say is wo showed them.
Look at the score-
board.”

Michigan's defen-
sive front, stellar all
season, was  barely
heard from as the
Buckeyes blew off the
ball and scaled the

Wolverines to the out-
side

That enabled OSU
to utilize space between
the tackles, which
is precisely where
Michael Wlley went on
the game's openin,
score. “urrhy an
guard Ben Gi
of the season, making heralded Michigan
tackles Rob Renes and Josh Williams
nuﬂung more than rumor.

“It's like day and night watching our
line from last year to this year,” Gilbert
said. “We wanted to come out and prove
that we could move the ball on their defen-
sive line.”

Though Murphy admits to bein
grunt — liking t Ym hand-to-hand comba
of run blocking over the finesse of pass
protecting — he knew the line would play
we

“I'm an old-fashioned guy, I guess. | like
to run the ball” Murphy said. “But if
you're lighting people up with the pass .
Joe, Dee and David were clicking all week
in practice. We were probably 60 percent
in practice on deep l:.Sln nnd if you do 40
percent you're doing well

Michigan isn't a very fancy team. It
doesn't blitz very much, though that
changed in the second halfl as the
Waolverines tried to force big plays

Renes and Williams were taken down
repeatedly, one reason Germaine had so
much success via the air route.

“We needed to protect Joe and give him
time to get the ball out there,” Gilbert
said. “We gave him the time and picked up
on their pressure.”

Michael Ran UM Boat Ashore
Wiley ran with more authority and

bert played their best Rumoal

HFF BREMM

BRINGING IT DOWN — Ohio State senior Dee
Miller wanted to finish his career as a Buckeye
with a bang, and he reached that goal here by
scoring his first Big Ten touchdown of the sea-
son against Michigan.

explosiveness against the Wolverines than
he had in some time, netting 120 yards on

* just 12 carries, His 63-yard scoring jaunt

set the tone for the rest of the afternoon
and showed the Buckeyves they could
break big plays on what had been a stern
Michigan defense

Usually a little anxious, Wiley showed

?‘]ﬂml patience waiting for holes to open

n his run, fullback Matt Keller wasted
one defender and Gilbert sat UM safety
Mareus Ray on his behind, allowing Wiley
to eat up the necessary real estate

The play was a check at the line by
Germaine, who saw Michigan change
defenses just before the gnap.

“That wasn't the called play” Gilbert
said. "We had to get out of our play
because they went into a Bear defense. Joe
made n good adjustment on the line and
Mike busted it."

Wiley knew Michigan held Wisconsin's
Ron Dayne in check a week earlier in a 27.
10 victory, so getting yards on the ground
would be difficult.

Even Wiley was surprised at how waell
the offense played

“T didn't bel:tu- they were susceptible
to the run," Wiley said, "They've been
playing great defense all year, but our
guys got fired up, our fullback, our line-

Continued On Page 16
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 31, Michigan 16

0SU fullback Matt Keller on his team’s wide-open offen-
sive approach: “I don't know if it was that they wanted to
feature anyone. We knew what our game was. We have
groat receivers and great backs. It's not a secret that when
people play us, they'll put eight up in the box, You're play-
ing right into their hands if you run the ball at them the
whole time, If you've got a great quarterback and groat
receivers, it opens the running game and spreads things
out,”

0SU flanker Dee Miller on the importance of players
stepping up for this game: “All week we've been talking
about how in the last four or five years we haven't had any-
body offensively make any big plays. We knew we had to
come out and throw the ball. Joe (Germaine) just threw a
ireat pass to me (on his touchdown).”

05U linebacker Jerry Rudzinski talked about his thinking
on the play where he intercepted a tipped pass by
Michigan's Tom Brady: “We watched last year's film and
they threw a dig to Charles Woodson that helped set up one
of their touchdowns. It proved to be the dociding touch-
down in the game. We knew they would try and pop a pass
across the middle, and we were there on that play.”

05U linebacker Na'll Diggs on the efforts of 0SU's spe-
cial teams, which blocked a punt: “Special teams is the
first stage of any game. There's no offense or defense on
the field. We count on them to help us for when we get on
the field.”

& |
o B 2

0SU split end David Boston on perhaps his worst play of
an otherwise fine day — a long catch ruled as a fumble
when UM's Tommy Hendricks stripped him of the ball as he
was going down: “What can | say? | ran a post pattemn, the
same play we've run all year, and caught the ball down the
middle of the field. Then the DB came up and made a great
play.”

05U cornerback Ahmed Plummer thanked the crowd
for its support: “I give a lot of props to the crowd. They
were as fired up as the team, While we were in here

PP BREWM

THE BRADY PUNCH — OSU
linebacker Na'il Diggs applies
a big hit to Michigan quarter-
back Tom Brady during the
Buckeyes' 31-16 victory Now. 21
at Ohio Stadium. Brady threw
for well over 300 yards but was
sacked seven times by a fero-
cious defense.

during pregame getting ready, we
could hear the crowd roaring and
getting ready. That helps us. Today
the crowd was the 12th man out
there on the field.”

UM quarterback Tom Brady did not think the crowd
affected his team, although he agreed it helped lift the
Buckeyes: “To tell you the truth, I don't think we had any
problems with communication. We got all the plays in and
got them called. They had a great crowd here, They ot us
down and with 95,000 people behind them they had the
momentum and they didn't give it up.”

0SU safety Damon Moore on how the Buckeyes had to
stay within themselves: “We had to keep reminding our
selves to calm down. You don't want to burn up all your
adrenaline, but emotions are going high when you look up
in the stands and see all those fans. We just had to settle
down and play.”

0SU quarterback/special-teamer Steve Bellisari on his
five-tackle performance, which included a key pressure on
UM punter Jason Vinson: “I was just having fun out there.
1 was just having a good time. | have no clue how many
tackles | had, | was Just doing what | had to do. When we
had kickoffs, they just didn't pick me up. They left me
free.”

Brady on Michigan's lost afternoon in Columbus: “We
came down here for one reason, and we just didn't get it
done today.”

Michigan linebacker Sam Sword admitted it's tough to
face the fact the Wolverines lost their Rose Bowl bid as a
result of this defeat: “It's just a sick feeling. If you don't
come to play, that's the end result. | hope the young guys
learn from that. We knew the only way we could get to the
Rose Bowl was with a victory, and that's not going to hap-
pen now, We're still co-Big Ten champs, but it would have
been better if we could have come out of here with a vie-
tory.”

08U coach John Cooper on how he's happy to be
done with one Michigan player who enjoyed another
big day against the Buckeyoes: “Tai Streets is a
great receiver. I'm glad to sea him leave here.”
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OHIO STATE VS, MICHIGAN

Wiley Comes Off
Bench, Responds

Continued From Page 14

men. We were ready to go today”

Wiley looked like a man on a mission
for Ohio State, and he did have a little
extra incentive.

He had been replaced in the starting
lineup by senior jm- Montgomery, who
went out after the first play. Michigan
wasn't the only foe Wiley wanted to prove
something to.

I felt like I had to have a big game
today,” Wiley said. “The media and the
preas were down on me a little, they didn't
see me doing anything today. So I wanted
to go out and show what | could do.”

Jacobs was careful not to harncss
QSU's horses, something that's been done
in the past when anything maize and blue
gets within striking distance.

“Players make plays in big games,”
Jacobs said. “That's what we tried to focus

on.

The Wolverines hadn't allowed a Big
Ten touchdown in the second half all sea-
son and were giving up just 82.1 yards per
game in the second rlnll'. The Buckeyes
torched those numbers, putting up 10
points and 224 second-half yards

“In the back of our mind we knew we
hmll n big game ahead of us," Germaine
said

Happy Happy, Joy Joy

The exuberance in the Buckeye locker
room was unmatched by any scene in
recent memory. A stirring rendition of
“Buckeye Battle Cry” segued into whoops
and hollers, with smiles all around.

No matter what the postseason desti-
nation, OSU seemed relieved to get the
Michigan orangutan off its back,

“This was the most emotional | saw the
team after a game,” Wiley said. "Even
more so than the Rose Bowl."

The series between the Buckeyos and
Waolverines is littered with big plays by lit-
tle-known players, but on this day it waa
Ohio State’s veterans who stepped up

“The experience of our team helped,”
Jacobs said. *Sometimes you can't do what
you want to do. We were able to do it
because we have more of a veteran team
this year."

% - [ 4 ;
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

Buckeyes Grind UM Running Game To Halt

Fred Pagac has been around the OSU-
Michigan rivalry for a lot of years, In fact,
nobedy on the Ohio State sideline is more
attuned to the magnitude and emotion of
The Game.

So when the Buckeyes played well in
every focet and chumed out a memorable
31-16 win, the usually gruff Pagac, a hard-
nosed tight end in his day, couldnt help but
beam like a third-grader at Six Flags. He
even was spotted smiling in the latter stages
of the game, including seconds after he was
doused with water from the Gatorade cooler
by team members.

After the OSU victery, he answered
veporters’ questions while holding a large
Cuban cigar.

“It's a Felipe something, [ don't know,” he
said with a wide grin. "It was a gilt."

As usual, Pagac had goals and strategies
and personnel groupings to sort out, but he
had two main objectives for his defense:
Keep the Wolverines under 20 points and
play smart football. Intensity, he knew, was
going to be a given

*Our kids played hard the whole game
and I'm just happy for them,” he said
“Anytime you can hold Michigan to 16
points, I think we'll take that and be happy
with it. [ tell you what, I feel pretty good
right now.”

0SU has allowed 20 or more points just
six times in the three years Pagac has been
defensive coordinator, and that includes last
year's 20-14 loss to Michigan when the
Wolverines scored just one offensive touch-
down. The one time the OSU defense slipped
this year was costly — a 2824 loss to
Michigan State two woeks carlier.

Thus timo there was no way the Buckeyes
wure going to sit back and try merely to con-
tain their foe.

*To stop Michigan, you've just got to be
physical,” senior outside linebacker Jerry
Rudzinaski anid. “You can't be a finesse play-
er. You've got to take on the block and take it
on thick. You've got to get them going cast
and west.

“Some of their running plays have been
run for decades in college football. It's a sim-
ple philosophy: They're going to come and
try to knock you off the ball,

“We knew if we were stout up front it
would work out.”

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

It's a challenge that is particularly trying
to linebackers like Rudzinski since Michigan
generally likes to pound the running game
and swing passes in the flat to backs and
over the middle to the tight end. But, hey,
08U.Michigan is a linebacker’s game.

And OSU has three good ones in Andy
Katzenmoyer (10 tackles, o shared sack and
a pass breakup), Na'il Diggs (seven tackles)
and Rudzinski (four tackles, a shared sack,
two pass breakups and an interception).

“We were afraid of overpursuing the
ball,” Diggs said. "We knew that they were
going to try to use our speed to get ua outside
and try to cut it back, which they tried to do.
1 think wae played very smart, played blocks
well and blitzed all nght.”

With OSU's ‘backera on the spot through-
out the alternoon, and OSU getting surpris-
ing penetration up front, Michigan was held
to a paltry four yards on the day.

“l wouldnt have belioved we could do
that, but I do now,” Diggs said. “It happened.
We thought they were going to try to run the
counter, run the counter, run the counter,
run an iso and maybe pass a little bit. They
had a different game plan. It didn't work.”

Where's The Cloud Of Dust?

The OSU defense forced a three-and-out
on Michigan's first two possessions — with
UM quarhrhack Tom Brady throwing

on d and third down
both times. By the time the Walverines got
their hands on the ball again, OSU had
forged a 14-0 lead.

That put the Wolves in an altered state
for the remainder of the afterncon and took
them away from a grind-it-out attack that
worked to the tune of 257 rushing yards a
week carlier in a win over Wisconsin,

“They did not run the ball a whole lot,”
Pagac said. “They tried running a couple
traps on us early, they might have run four
or five counter plnya I'm not sure if they ran
the lead play all day.”

Added Diggs, “We wanted to concentrate

o lot on the run, mainly the isos and coun.

ters, which there wasn't much of. They came
out with a couple new plays. They had a
eouple running plays we had no idea they
ran.

“But we played great today. They didn't
have any long runs on us at all.”

In fact, Michigan's longest jaunt by a ball
carrier was a 6-yard run by Clarence
Willinms, who led UM with 13 net yards in
11 attempts. The more physical Anthony
Thomas, like Williams a 100-yard rusher vs,
Wisconsin, took just five handoffs and man-
aged 12 yards. Brady was sacked seven
times for n loss of 34 yards off an already
underwhelming rushing effort.

“We went out there with the main objec-
tive of stopping the run and [ think we were

JUPY DACHM

INTERCEPTION BY PLUMMER — OSU safety Gary Berry (1) tips
a pass intended for Michigan's Marcus Knight. OSU cornerback
Ahmed Plummer (left) intercepted the pass at the OSU 15 to end a
Michigan threat with just over six minutes left.

effective,” said Rudzinski, who helped hold
Michigan to 42 yards in as many carries in
1997..

In an attempt to get back in the game,
the Wolverines went to an open passing
attack, even showing four-wide sets on occa-
sion, including the first series of the second
half. OSU ecountared by nasigning free safe-
ty Gary Berry aa a cover man and brought in
freshuman corner Nate Clements as a nickel
back. Even swift defensive end James
Cotton saw time to help cover a tight end.

UM's All-American candidate at tight
end, Jerame Tuman, left the game in the
second quarter with a concussion that many
thought was caused by a jarring hit from 5-
9, 180-pound cornerback Antoine Winfield.

With Tuman, also a key to the run game,
out of commission, Michigan relied on the
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pass and lined up Brady in shotgun for
much of the second half.

“They bad an injury to one of their tight
ends, and we kind of figured they were going
to adjust their game plan and throw the ball
a lot more,” Rudzinaki said

Defense Thrives With Lead

Mnking UM one-dimensional allowed
Pagac to turn his dogs loose and the
Buckeyes, coming from all angles, registered
five of their seven sacks in the second half,

“] thought that Fred Pagac did an out-
standing job mixing his coverages and his
blitzes,” UM head conch Lloyd Carr said.
“They had a good pass rush, too.”

Michigan ended the second quarter with
a touchdown by Thi Streets and started mov-
ing the ball via the air on the opening drive
of the second half after a pair of Brady con-
nections for first down,

But OSU quashed the momentum with
un acrobatic Rudzinaki interception after a
corner blitz. OSU quickly cashed in with a
David Boston touchdown and the defense
took over from there by changing up cover-
nges and holding UM to just a pair of field
goals

“It lots you be a little more free-lanced
when you've got the lead,” Pagac said. “We
were turning them loose on different situa-
tions and obvioualy we were trying to mix
things up.”

In the last home meeting with Michigan,
OSU let a 9-0 halftime lead literally slip
away with a 69-yard Streets TD that tight-
ened up the team and home crowd. The
Buckeyes were determined not to let that
happen again. g

“We didn't bring up specific games in the
past that have come back to haunt us, but
wo did say that we've got to treat it like it's
0.0," Rudzinski said of the halftime chatter.
“They wanted to go to the Rose Bowl and

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

JUFY BRI

MORE OF MOORE — OSU safety Damon Moore (13) wrapped his
career at Ohio Stadium with a team-high 12 tackles in the win over
Michigan. Here, he shrugs off a blocker to wrap up UM tailback
Anthony Thomas for one of his 10 solo tackles,

win out in the Big Ten very, very bad, so we
knew we were going to get their best shot.”

Brady-Streets Combo A Handful

With Brady flinging passes left and right,
Michigan unwillingly allowed him to set
school records for attempts (56) and comple-
tiona (31) in a game. He also clipped the pre-
vious single-game yardage mark of 372 set a
few years ago by Scott Dreisbach with a
total of 375.

That meant a workout for the Ohio State
cover men, particularly Ahmed Plummer,
who often was matched up with the 64
Streets. Both players traded off making
rather impressive plays in the match-up, but
Streets had the upper hand with nine catch-
ea for 118 yards and the first-half TD, most
of that production agninst Plummer.

"You can't look at who you're defending,”
Plummer said. “You have to play your tech.
nique and play your game. He's a good wide

receiver, no question about it. It was impor-
tant for us after he made plays to come back
and make the next play.”

Streets couldn't muster much yardage in
the early going on short outs and receiver
screens but began to free up on crossing
routes and beautifully hauled in a 40-yard
Brady bomb with Winfield with him hip to
hip.

Michigan also worked Marcus Knight

into the act to the tune of seven catches for
116 yards, and five other Wolverines caught
at loast two passes,

“It wasn't surprising to me,” Plummer
insisted. “Once teams start attacking you
passwise, they have to mix it up. They can't
just keep doing the same thing.”

But even in posting record numbers,
Brady came away impressed with OSUs
vaunted defensive baclkfield

“They are a very good secondary,” he
said. *They have fast guys out there and
they are experienced players.”

Miscellaneous Notes

* OSU wasn't giving its rival much hope
by snuffing out Michigan's first seven third-
down attempts. The Wolverines, however,
converted their next four third-down plays
and finished 9 of 22 for the day, UM was 0-
for-2 on fourth down. ‘

¢ The other key member of the OSU sec-
ondary, strong safety Damon Moore, played
his last home game in style with a team-
high 12 tackles. Winfield and Katzenmoyer
both checked in with 10. Moore vaulted into
the team lead in total tackles with 76, but
Diggs is right behind with 74 and Winfield
has 72. Katzenmoyer, a finalist for the
Lombardi Award, maintained his hold on
fourth place with 69.

Winfield also had 10 tackles last yeoar
against Michigan to lead the team and
Katzenmoyer had nine.
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Throughout the football season,
BSB is publishing excerpts of Ohio
State head coach John Cooper's
postgame press conferences, Here is
what Cooper had to say following
the win over Michigan.

COOPER: “You're looking at a happy
football coach. I just got through address-
ing our football team and I'm so happy for
the team, and I'm especially happy for
our senior football players. Our guys
have worked extremely hard all through
the winter conditioning program, in
spring practice, in the summer and
throughout the fall. I thought the cap-
taing did a great job and all the seniors,
and also those underclassmen.

“l thought Michael Wiley played
maybe his best ball game. He set the tone
early. And what can you say about David
Boston? David had another great ball
game for us, and it was just a great team
victory.

*] told them on the radio there that I
want to thank everybody that stood
behind John Cooper through the years —
Dr. (Gordon) Gee and Jim Jones, and cer-
tainly Andy Geiger, Bill Myles, Archie
Griffin and other people I've worked for.
I'm just so proud of everything we accom-
plished out there today.

“We beat a good football team. I
thought Michigan was very, very well
prepared, and 1 told Lloyd Carr before
the game that I think he's done a fabu-

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

Cooper Thanks Those Who Stood Behind Him

lous job of bringing his football
team back this year. They're a dan-
gerous team.

“The kicking game was a factor
again today. We blocked a punt and
what can I say? Just a great victory.

“And also, give credit to the fans
today. That is the loudest by far I've
ever heard that stadium, That place
was rocking, and that helped us win
the football game.”

Q: Field position is vital. You
pinned Michigan back deep all
game long, and Steve Bellisari on
the coverage was incredible,

COOPER: “Well, we pinned
them back on the kickoffs except for
the one time when they got a 50-
yard kickofl’ return on us, But they
had us pinned back. As a matter of
fuct, they had us pinned back when
we threw the long pass to David. 1
think you'll see that was a bad call.
I think David was down when the
ball came out. It was a game of field
position between two outstanding
football teams, and the team that
makes the fewest mistakes in a
game like that usually wins.”

Q: What is the play that sticks
out in your head right now where
you knew things were going your
way?

COOPER: “I don't know if I can
single out one play like that, I think
that play Matt Keller made when

L -
e

JEFY BREHM

LLOYD LEAVES BLACK AND BLUE —
Exchanging handshakes and pleas.
antries before the 95th renewal of The
Game, Ohio State's John Cooper and
Michigan's Lloyd Carr prepare for
battle. )

he caught the ball coming out of the
backfield was a big play in the game
Matt did a great job, but, of course,
he's been doing that oll year long.
Michael's touchdown run early in the
ball game set the tone. We got the ball
right back and got the pass to Dee
Miller that made it 14-0.

1 had a feeling that once we could
get out to more than a two-touchdown
lead that they were going to have a
tough time coming back on us. When
i team has to throw the football as
much as they did to catch up, usually
you're going to make some mistakes.
They didn't convert a fourth-down
play and Jerry Rudzinski made the
interception.”

Q: Even though you had some
stars step up today, the special teams
play was outstanding.

COOPER: "Derek Ross blocked a
punt, but that goes to the whole punt-
block unit. That's something we
worked on during the course of the
week and Jim Heacock coaches that
part of the game. We felt like we could
block a punt, Their snapper had a lit-
tle trouble getting the ball back and
we came after him with pressure.

“The one time, their punter just
dropped the football. That was an
unforeed mistake on their part and
gave us great field position. But the
blocked kick was something we
worked on all week and it came open.”

THE MAIN EVENT
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Q: You're up 14-0 and get the fumble
and there was an opportunity for the
whole game to swing around, yet you
held them. How critical was that series
right there?

COOPER: "Obviously, momentum
was o factor in the ball game. Once we
got up by more than two touchdowns,
they had to play catch-up and get a little
bit out of their game plan

“You go back to last week and
Michigan ran the football right down
Wisconsin's throat. They had well over
200 yards rushing. As o matter of foct,
they had two backs with over 100 yards
each rushing the football. They couldn't
run the ball against us. In a situation like
that, it takes a great quarterback and
great wide receivers to win the ball
game.”

@: How does this
the victory in "947

COOPER: “They're all special. But
this was the most important one we've
had in a long, long time because of the sit-
uation it put us in.”

Q: You said going into this week that
your team had to make plays, make big
plays, and they did that today.

COOPER: “Absolutely. We didn't sit
back and wait on stuff to happen. We
tried to force the issue. We came out
smoking from the get-go. We feit like we
had to throw the ball down the field and
wo spread the field. By the same token,
wo felt like we had to run the ball a little
bit, too, and that's why Michael's run ear-
lier in the game was such an important
part of the ball game.”

Q: The wide-open attack, did that start
ut the beginning of the week or did you

victory compare to

- . OHIO STATE 68: = <=
ALLTHE WAY TOTHETOP = °

The perfect
Christmas gift for
your favorite
Buckeye fans!

Weritten by Steve Greenberg
and Larry Zelina, Ohio State
'68: All the Way to the Top,
invites every Buckeye fan to
relive the emotion and
cuphoria of each game as
OSU rolled through the Big
Ten season and beat USC for
the national championship.

Regular edition—$29.95° 7t

A'El[l‘.i*T}lTE 50
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decide later in the week that that's what
you wanted to do?

COOPER: "No, weo've been doing that
all year. We're not going to go aguinst
Michigan and tighten up or try to do some-
thing we hadn't done. We did the same
thing today we've been doing all year
long.”

@ My question then would be predi-
cated on the fact that in the past against
Michigan you've had a lot of off-tackles
and today you didn't run one for a quarter
and a half,

COOPER: "Well, we hgdn't been
spreading the field like that in past years,
either. This is the offense we're running
this year. I mean, we haven't had a quar-
terback around here with six games over
300 yards. When you throw for more than
300 yards against o secondary that
Michigan has, you're doing something. I
think they've got some of the better defen-
sive backs I've seen, particularly the
safeties.

“I think (Tommy) Hendricks is a great
football player, No. 41. He might be more
of a run-type football player, but he's a
great player, and Marcus Ray is a great
player who's had four great years against
us, and their corners are good.”

Q: [ see you holding a ball, John.

COOPER: "That’s a ball we played the
last play of the gnme with. We'll probably
put that one in the trophy case. That's not
my ball. They gave it to me, but it's a team
ball.”

Q: Are you feeling more happiness or
rolief?

COOPER: “It's both. Obviously I'm
happy, but I'll be honest with you — I'm
more happy for the program. I'm happy for

Hawﬂl THE T07 ﬁr v
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A portion of the proceeds goes to the
Ann and Woody Hayes Foundation.

myself, don't get me wrong, but I'm happy
for Andy Geiger and Archie Griffin and
Bill Myles and the administration, Dr.
(Brit) Kirwan, And obviously I'm happy for
the genior football players and our football
team, This is a greal win for the Ohio
State football program.

“And for the seniors who are leaving,
they're the winningest senior class in Ohio
State football.”

Q: With about four minutes to go in the
game, you really got demonstrative on the
sideline, then they had that long pass play
and inunediately you had the headphones
back on. Did you think to yourself, “Maybe
I did that a little too soon™

COOPER: “No, no. I didn't think that
way at all. I was encouraging the crowd
because the crowd helped us win the foot-
ball gnme. Thank you all a lot.”
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Boston’s Long Touchdown Deflates Mlchlgan

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Anytime an Ohio State team defeats a
Michigan team, there will be a number of
big playa that helped determine that out-
come.

0OSU's 31-16 win over the Wolverines
followed that pattern with a bevy of
gigantic plays.

That list includes, but is not limited to:

* Michael Wiley’s 53-yard touchdown
run just over two minutes into the game;

¢ Joe Gormumne's 16-yard touchdown
pass to Dee Miller — a score set up by a
botched punt snap by the Wolverines;

* Derek Ross' blocked punt, a play
that also set up a touchdown,;

* David Boston's catch, spin and run
of a short Germaine pass for a 30-yard
seore;

* Jerry Rudzinski’s tipped pass inter-
ception, denying UM a scoring chance on
its first drive of the second half; and

 Ahimed Plummer's interception with
just over six minutes left that also
thwarted a UM scoring threat.

But perhaps the game's biggest play
came early in the third quarter as the
Buckeyes clung to a 21-10 lead.

Facing a third-and-11 predicament at
the Michigan 43, OSU offensive coordina-
tor Mike Jacobs went for broke, He called
a pass play for Boston, split wide right, to
o deep and Miller, in a slot right, to cross

'til 8pm.

D.J. nightly Tues-Sun.
from 9pm.

Dart tournament every
Friday from 7:30pm
Parody Draw with
150% added.

'\ On-air Friday nights

On Saturdays, Pre and
Post game parties with

PLAY OF
THE GAME

with WBNS 7pm - 8 pm.

underneath.

The result was a 43-yard bomb down
the middle of the field to Boston, a touch-
down that pushed OSU's lead to 28-10
with 9:51 left in the third quarter.

Most important, the Buckeyes had
served notice they were not going to be
tentative = they intended to win this
Michigan game going away.

“T'he long touchdown pass in the third
quarter was probably as blg a play as
there was in the game,” lamented
Michigan coach Lloyd Carr.

Touchdown By Design

As Boston lined up at right end, he
encountered UM cornerback Andre
Weathers.

“] saw him kind of get down in that lit-
tle Deion (Sanders) stance like he was
going to try and jam me up all crazy-like,”
said Boston, who caught 10 passes for
217 yards and a pair of touchdowns on
the day. “l wasn't going to have any of
that.”

Weathers attempted to jam Boston,
even grabbing his face mask. But the 6-3,
215-pound receiver just outmuscled the
defender, shoved him aside and immedi-
ately got three yards of separation as he

Come join us at the Cabana Club!!!
The Cabana Club has Monday night football,
pool tables, dart boards, and seven big screens.

\ Happy Hour 7 days/per week

A}

D Kathy Itun |,n'|-:¢-

DAY PUE[AI]D)

\ Rt 161 Dublin-Granville Rd.

L S

beverages for a "BUCK" and FREE BUFFET!

[Ffor more information please call 614-882-3234
between 1lam - 2:30am.

headed downfield.

Germaine locked in
on Boston almost as
quickly as he faked a
handoff to Wiley and
took a deep drop.
OSU's pass protection
worked woll as right
tackle Brooks Burris
and fullback Matt
Keller teamed to con-
trol UM rush specialist
James Hall and left
tackle Tyson Walter
protected the backside
by blocking nose tackle
Rob Renes.

Meanwhile, there
was confusion in the
UM  secondary as
strong safety Tommy
Hendricks hesitated as
Miller crossed in front
of him.

“I thought it was
one-on-one on the out-
gide, but the conch said
the safety bit up on the
dig (by Miller),” Boston
said. "I knew if [ ran
the right route I eould
be open.”

Germaine added,
“David just got behind
the receiver, The inside
recoiver, Dee Miller,
did a good job of occu-

pying that safety so he
couldn't come over and
help. He was more or
less one-on-one with
their cornerback.”

Carr admitted his
safety’s miscue proved
fatal.

“We were supposed to have Boston
double-covered there, but we missed the
check and didn't get it covered,” Carr
snid. “Andre looked bad there, but he was

Good News Travels Fast

Columbus Unforgettables
Announces New Prices:
$16.95 Per Book

$45.00 For a Set of 3 Volumes
Available At Your Favorite Book Store

LT DAL

TAKING IT TO THE HOUSE — Big players make
big plays in big games, and no one came up bigger
than OSU receiver David Boston, shown here
torching Michigan in OSU’s 31-16 win. Boston
grabbed 10 passes for 217 yards and scored twice,

expecting help from the middle and didn't
got it.”

All that was left for Germaine to do
was step up and fire the ball. His pass
covered roughly 45 yards in the air
Boston had to slow up a step or two to
haul it in at the Michigan 6, but
Weathers still couldn't stop the play.

Weathers dove for a last-ditch tackle
attempt, but Boston powered his way into
the end zone for the touchdown.

Germaine was hit as he threw as
defensive tackle Josh Willinms came free.

*I was on my back,” Germaine said.
“But I had a chance to see the ball go into
his hands. I just hoped there were no
flags.”

4o
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 31, Michigan 16
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TACKLES (Solo-Asst.Tot,) — UM;: Sword 8-6-14; Weathers 7-0-7; Peterson 4-1-5; J Willlams n% unm '; 7 183 0o » 87 12 09 1382 3320
404, Jones 2:2-4; Gold 2-2-4; Holl 3.0-3; Rey 1-2-3; Frysinger 2.0-2; Hendricks 20-2; G.Brooks |  Jamus Marta 5 616 0 17 Jarry Be e ™ %
1-1-2: Renes 1.1:2; Copenhaver 1-1-2; Johnson 1:0-1; Knight 1.0-1; Schanski 1-0-1; Bracking 1.0 | D Wamhe : s o B nad Phu 3 8 42 wis .
1; Feazell 0-1-1. OS5U: Moore 10-212: Winfleld 9-1-10; Kat 7-310; Diggs 61.7; Heneny Recmond 2 25 125 0 18 Bront Johvnon 22 11 6 1 138
Clements 6-0-8; Plummer 51.8; Bellisad 3-2.5; Berry 3-1.4; Johnson 3-1-4. Rudzinski 1-3-4, Warvin Griffin 3 19 05 0 14 :ﬂtw 15 g ;: ‘l-: 27
Collins 2-1-3: Pickett 2:1-3; Wayns 1-2-3; Cotton 2:0-2; Balley 1-0-1; Brown 1.0-1; Ross 1.0-1; Montgomary 2 0 00 0,8 o Beaen B n ol

: f 01 Chaa Catehio 1 1110 0 i
Walter 1-0-1; Lavrar 0-1-1, ity 3 3 31 110 - Misg Coting 19 8 1 848 11

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — MICHIGAN: Starters: Dofense, Feazell, J Willioms, Renes, Hall, Jones, “:,. froviesn 1 10 100 0 310 Hate Clemarts 1" : 19 - -
Sword, Jordan, Wnitley, Ray, K.Jackson, Weathars, Offense, Streets, Bockus, Hutchinson, Brandt, |  jerry Westroons 1 T 10 o0 1 O A w
Frazier, Jansen, Tuman, Campbell, Knignt. Brady, C.Williams. Reserves: Terrall, Howard, Walker, Deres Comuy i 1 10 01 Wayre & 9 11 1 19
Smokeviteh, Johnson, Draisbach, Patmon, Foote, Gold, Bryant, Peterson, Epstein, A.Thomas, Shes, | 95 Tetals 226 284 148 u W Ceniral McClattion T AT - -

OPP Tetsh 197 2084 108 T 60
Vinson, Col Rosel, Hendricks, Schanski, € Sechlar, Faaly, Bracking, G.Brooks, Miller, ;s vt e O 1418 a0 W
Seymour, Wilson, ltralus, Frysinger, OHIO STATE: Starters: Offense, Boston, Walter, R.Murphy, Bearing Jo_ EPK_CPPEPR PO PTS 1 -»-.»- Coopar, Jeiry Medemahi, Jemes Couion, Ha'd
K.Murphy, Gilbert, Burns, Lumpkin, Gérmaine, Heller, Montgomery, Miller. Defense, Bailey, Pickett, Oan Sz 0 %81 — — 137 Oy, Antoine Winfhaid
Brown, Joh Oiggs, Katzenmayer, Rudzins, Winfiela, Barey, Moore, Plummer, Reserves; Mitchell, | Didfoien 13 = — 1 — 78 Pumbles Resavered
Rambo, Wisey, Belisan, Cooper, King, Clements, McClallion, Westbrooks, Wells, Ott, Simpson, Ross, 108 Monigomery r - = = = 3 % 1 = Tim Cheatwood :‘ma "“':,"T Jurry Rudzioah,
Bartholomaw, Gffin, Kitk, Stultz. Lavrar, Cheatwood, Cotton, Gurr, Bentley. Perez, Elford, Warmke, |  jona Lumosn 4 = o o - 2 WHOWSL. Galy Rovry. S Waet
Wisnlewski, Houser, Wayne, Colling Regge w?:m“ ; - e e = :: ";‘“;:::;m
™
catch the action at
—y ST T1 7 -~
TC &N DOEN Ullo'ss CORPORATION

before or after the -
game

846-3661

n oﬁen untiltl‘::OOBm
a
continent

kite
aypa oS

Expert service is avallable for all bus conversions and class A motor homas
performed by the nation’s most experienced service technicians. Services
include: lube, oil & filters; air conditioning; chassls, brake & suspension and

all type of interior repairs

orating and refurbishment. Call Skip Neff, Service Manager, at (614) 481-

8881 for an appointment.

including complete upholstery and interlor redec-

1400 Dublin Road
Columbus, Ohio 43215

614-481.8881
FAX 614-481-7552
1.800-852-5979 t

www.customcoach.com
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I don't want to hear it!

There was plenty of time after the
Michigan State game and there will be plen.
ty of time during the off-season to wonder
what could have been or what should have
been. Any of you who are unhappy right now
because Ohio State is not in line for the
Fiesta Bowl can tell it to someone else.

Now is the time to savor an impressive
victory over Michigan. In fact, it's a victory
that is, perhaps, sweeter because of past
Ohio State failures, both this season and in

rovious seasons against the hated
Volverines. This was a game to make
Buckeye fans proud again. A game that
would give the long-suffering Buckeye fans
in Toledo a full year of peace. A win that
truly should be enjoyed.

And all those Buckeye fans who have
been saying that they don't care about the
results durning the rest of the season as long
ns Ohio State beats Michigan have to be
happy. Not a paep from you people about the
Michignn State game.

Every aspect of the Buckeye game was
working on this glorious afternoon, The
OSU defense was stifling. The passing game
= it was nice to see the Buckeyes use it in a
Michigan game - was magnificent. The
running game was effective enough with
Michael Wiley setting the tone for the game
with a 53-yard touchdown run to put the
Wolverines in an early hole. And the special
teams did as much as any unit to secure the
win, setting up two scores off botched
Michigan punts, forcing the Wolverines to
play eatch-up,

Here are some random thoughts on the
game,

* Many had suggested — myself includ-
od ~ that Joe Montgomery start at tailback

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

Happiness Should Abound After Big Win

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher :

The Facts Man Poll

Rivairy Saturday has come and gone,
and while it was once again a grand
speciacle, there was something of a
pall cast over it.

USC super fan Giles Pollerin, who had
seen over BOO consecutive Trojans
games, including every one against
UCLA and Notre Dame, died In the Rose
Bowl parking lot at age 91. Devotion
like that to a team is what college foot
ball is all sbout. There's even o pas-
sage in the USC media guide about
Pellerin, What g shame,

With Ohio State’s win over Michigan,
there should be 364 days of exuber-
ance for Columbus and every outpost
wheore Buckeys fans normally hang their
heads in shame. Abcut the only one
who won't be happy is a certain gentle-
man in Sacramento, who must be rip-
ping his hair out becsuse John Cooper
slayed the big blue demon, Let us know
how you feal, Mr. Wauben.

As @ tribute to Keith Jackson, who
made his final trip to the Horseshoe
Nov. 21, we'll present the top 10,
replete with big uglies and whoa
Nellies, We'll miss you, Keith,

. Tennessee (10-0)

. Kansas State (10-0)
Florida State (11-1)
UCLA (100)

Ohlo State (10-1)
Texos A&M (10-1)

. Arizona (10-1)

. Notre Dame (9-1)

. Florida (9-2)

10. Georgia (8-2)

A few biggles remain, Including
Georgia Tech-Georgia (Bulldogs scrape
by), Texns-Texas A&M (Aggies win but
don't shut down eéventual Helaman win-
ner Ricky Williams), and Virginia-Virginia
Tech (both have defense, but Cavs have
some offense, too).

CENOTBEWNE

= Mike Wachsman

against the Wolverines to help spark the
Buckeyes at the beginning of the game.
vied

many of the key teams from knowing their
bowl dutmlmnn until after conference

Montgomery did start, a well-d
henor in his final home game, but the OSU
stafl quickly went to Wiley. And it was Wiley
who provided the lift for Ohio State with his
long touchdown run.

* Freshman Steve Bellisari was every-
where for the Buckeyes on special teams
against the Wolverines, recording five tack-
les. 1 know he wants to be Ohio State's quar-
terback next year and, from all reports, has
a good shot at getting the nod to replace Joe
Germaine. But Bellisari has shown such a
willingness to mix it up and such a nose for
the football that wouldn't you love to see him
on defense?

* Speaking of Germaine, ho was brilliant
in a big game on a national stage, so perhaps
he, along with the explosive David Boston,
will get a little more of the respect they are
due. I dont mean to keep harping on
Germaine’s mobility in this space, but I
thought his ability to scramble better than
Michigan quarterback Tom Brady made a
difference in the outcome of the game.

Both defenses were bringing pressure on
the quarterback and both quarterbacks
waore able, at times, to avoid the rush,
Review your videotape and note how on sov-
eral instances Brady avoided the sack but
was uncertain as to what to do once he took
off running. Onece Germaine decides to run,
he's pretty decisive about it.

* The victory over Michigan helped
Germnine secure his place among Ohio
State's great quarterbacks, While 1 said no
“what ifs" about the Fiesta Bowl, | know
there's not a Buckeye fan out there who has-
n't wondered what the two sensons
would have been like if Germaine had been
OSU's starting — and only — quarterback.

Certainly he'd own virtually every Ohio
State passing record. As for the team's
record in 1996 and 19977 We'll never know.

* It continues to amaze me how strong
Antoine Winfield is on run support. When he
foes one-on-one with bigger running backs,
Winfield, at 5.9, 180 pounds, usually gets
the beltnr of it. Did you see him stop
Michigan's 6.5, 251- d fullback Aaron
Shea dead in his lmtr:m

¢ | sure didn't hear Marcus Ray's name
called very much during the game. The
Columbus native was credited with three
tackles, one for a loss, and had no intercep-
tions or passes broken up, Ray was unable to
turn the game the way Charles Woodson
had in the past. Tai Streets, on the other
hand, was ance again a thom in the side of
the Buckeyes with nine receptions for 118
yards and a touchdown, but it was hardly
enough.

* [ was stunned when I realized that Des
Miller's touchdown reception in the first
quarter was his first scoring catch in Big Ton
play this season. His play has been so con.

sistent that I guess 1 nover really noticed
that he hadn't hit pay dirt since the Toledo
game on the s weekend of the season.

* While much has been made of Cooper's
now 2-8:1 record against Michigan, his
Buckeyes have not fared nearly as poorly at
home as they have in Ann Arbor. Cooper ia 2-
3-1 at home against Michigan. The losses
were by an average of just over three points
a game, Next s¢ason's contest at Michigan,
where Cooper is 0-5, will be really important
to prove that the rnon.ltuy ia finally off Coop
and the Buckeyes' back

And Now We Wait
I'm sure 1 said this last year, but the cur-
rent system of bowl selection that keeps

ch i in early December
needs to be modified,

It puts a lot of pressure on participating
schools and their fanas to try to throw a major
trip together on such short notice.

While we're not sure of Ohio State’s bowl
destination, our Buckeye Bow] Bonanza con-
tinues. It's your epportunity to get two gift
subscriptions to Buckeye Sports Bulletin for
the price of one and automatically be
entered in our contest to win a trip for two to
whatover is the Buckeyes' bow] destination.
For more information, see our ad an page 37
or give us a call at (614) 486-2202.

Buckeyes In The Draft

Mel Kiper Jr's look elsewhere in this
paper at the prospects for various Buckeyes
in the upcoming NFL draft is interesting
reading. In the wake of all the discussion
about junior linebacker Andy
Katzenmoyér's play this season, it is not sur-
prising that Kiper has him falling from an
early pick to somewhere closer to the middle
of the first round if he elects to declare for
the draft.

The difference in money between those
first-round draft slots is pretty substantial,
8o if Kntzenmoyer is smart, he might want

to give more thought to sticking around
another year if that has not been his inten-
tion. Then again, he could slip even more
next season, so maybe ho's best to take the
money and run, Katzenmoyer was no slouch
against Michigan, recording 10 tackles,
seven of the solo variety, with a sack.

Boston, projected as the 10th to 15th pick
overall by Kiper if he comes out, certainly
didnt hurt his draft eause with his sensa.
tional performance against Michigan, which
featured one of the best defenses in the coun-
try. You have to wonder if that wasn't the
last time well see the dynamic Texan in
Ohio Stadiam.

Kiper listed tight end John Lumplin and
punter Brent Bartholomew as dropping in
draft value over the course of their senior
season. 1 would have to agree with his
assessment, as neither had particularly con-
gistent or npcc!.ncu]n.r SETOr AEARGNS.

Rally 'Round The Flag

Waebster's definition of "ubiguitous”
should be those Ohio State car flags, which
seem to be everywhere these days. Why
wasn't I the one to think to invent something
so simple?

1 pulled out of my dn\'uwny the Saturday
evening after the big Michigan victory. It
was dark, but I could see that the car
approaching me had two flags fluttering,
and [ honked in victory salute. As the car
passed me, I saw that the two car flags were
actually Michigan flngs.

I'm even more glad I honked.

0, COLLEGIATE

S probucT.

3’ x 5’ Silk Polyester

Fly your favorite team's (The Buckeyes of course) colors with
Emerson’s Officially Licensed Spirit Flags. This bright and
colorful Silk Polyester flag will show your team spirit.

Call 1-800-635-3524 and order today!

(Please allow 4 « 6 weeks for delivery)

0[S
Emerson USA
Your Team Flags
PO Box 77025, San Franclsco, CA 94107-3007

Spirit® Flag $32.00
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