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Sacked And Shocked

OSU’s National
Title Aspirations
Snuffed By MSU

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Duckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

The sentiment and the statement
were familiar, and the meaning was not
lost

“We shocked the world!® Michigan
State tailback Sedrick Irvin exclaimed
as his teammtes tore up pieces of sod
from Ohio Stadium's south end zone
moments after the Spartans did the
unthinkable, upsetting heavily favored
and No. 1-ranked Ohio State 28-24,

On a day when Ohio Sen. John
Glenn returned to earth after nine days
aboard the space shuttle and nows
trickled out that House Speaker Newt
Gingrich announced his resignation,
the upstart Spartans — and certainly,
less willingly, the Buckeyes — found
themselves as legitimate front-page
news

The defeat all but kills any hopes
that Ohio State, the front-runner in
both muajor college football polls since
the preseason, will earn its first nation.
al championship in 30 years

The reality of the situation was hard
for the Buckeyes to nccept moments
after a golden scoring chance was
denied: The Buckeyes failed to score on
four pass plays after earning a first
down at the Spartans’ 15-yard line with
1:29 left

"Every day since last summer, every
time we've broken it down, wae say,
‘National champs,' * OSU flanker Dee
Miller said. “Today all we could say was
'Hard work."

“That hurt a lot. We've put in so
much hard work and we've worked
hard year in and year out. There was
just a missing element today that we
didn't have s

and we took an ‘L' "

Tough November defeats of this
magnitude have become the rule rather
than the exception for the Buckeyes in
recont years, Four times in five years it
has been a team from the state up
north, namely archrival Michigan, that
has done the honors

Losses to UM since 1993 have cost
highly ranked Ohio State teams two
Big Ten championships, three Rose
Bowl bids and three shots at a national
championship

But this time it was the Spartans’ —
Michigan's other Big Ten entry — turn
to register the knockout blow. OSU
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KNOCKED BACK TO EARTH — The ball isn't the only thing going thud as Cedric Henry bats a ball
intended for OSU’s Dee Miller to the ground. Ohio State's loss to Michigan State shocked the college
football world and left the Buckeyes again wondering what might have been.

coach John Cooper was left to try to
pick up the pieces.

*I just got through telling our foot-
ball team we'll find out what we're
made of now,” Cooper said. "We'll try to
regroup this week, go to Iowa and try to
win that game.

*Then we'll come back here and play
Michigan, and obviously Michigan will
be the best football team we'll play this
year,"”

Ohio State committed five turnovers
in the loss, paving the way for MSU's
upsel. Quarterback Joe Germaine, a

Buckeye hero coming off an unprece-
dented four straight 300-yard passing
games, found himself as the unlikely
goat after his two fumbles led to key
MSU field goals and his interception
with 1:12 left sapped OSU' last gasp

“We're very disappeinted, and we
have a reason to be,” said Germaine,
who was sacked a season-high five
times. “We felt we had a great team this
year, and [ still feel that we do

“But right now we can do one of two
things. We can learn from this, go on
and finish the senson strong, or tuck

our tail, put everything in the bag and
do that

“We're going to find out what we're
made of."

The Buckeyes (8-1, 5-1 Big Ten) fell
from first to seventh in both the
ESPN/USA Today coaches poll and The
Associated Press media poll. More
important, the Buckeyes were expected
to tumble at least that far when the
Bow! Championship Series rankings —

Continued On Page 10
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Damage Control, Please Report

If you care enough about Ohio State —
and particularly Ohio State football — to
pick up or subscribe to our newspaper, I feel
bad for you today.

You have my sympathy and my condo-
lences.

As our wmnmxdlr-m-chiof would say, “1
feel your pain.”

1 i writing this column just over one day
after OSU's devastating defeat at the hands
of Michigan State, and | must admit I am
still somewhat in a state of shock over the
developments

Having said that, I will try to articulate
some of what [ am feeling on a variety of top-
ics:

+ The offensive play-calling at crunch
time — It's funny, | didn't hear many com-
plaints prior to the Michigan State game
about how OSU's play-calling was ummnm
native or vanilla. 1 guess when you're rollmg
up 510 yards every week overybody is on
your side

Yet somae people say they were looking for
Joe Hollis in the press box late in this game
(we know he wasn't there because that was
his Arkansas State team that got torched by
Louisiana Tech),

They say it was shades of Michigan in
1996 and Michigan in '97 wath all of the run-
ning plays on OSUs next-to-last drive,
Then, as OSU neared the goal line, there
was too much passing. Maybe, they think, a
draw play, a sweep or a swing pass would
have gotten the ball into the end zone.

I agroe to an extent, especially about the
ill-fated “all running pl drive. It's like I
said a year ago when OSU had a first down
at the Michigan 40 and went to the Pepe
Pearson well once too often. After setting it
up so well, they never pulled the trigger,
went play-action and threw one toward the
goal line.

1 don't have many problems with what
happened on the final drive at the MSU 15,
Mike Jacoba and, ultimately, John Coaper
decided to put the ball in Joe Germaine's
hands and let him try to find David Boston
and Dee Miller. But two would-be touch-
downs were batted away and o third was
intercepted.

* Where the game was lost — It's my
humble opinion that this game was lost up
front — on both sides of the ball

For all the stunting and blitzing, OSU's
front seven is still trying to locate Bill Burke.
He had five, six, seven seconds at some
points to find receivers.

On the receiving end, Ahmed Plummer,
Antoine Winfield and others looked bad for
giving up big plays. But, I'm sorry, covering
receivers for several weeks on end while
nobody pressures the quarterback is not in
their job description.

On the other side of the ball, Michigan
State was pumped up. The Spartans defen-
sivee line was more than OSU could handle.
To steal a Bobby Knight line, just who in the
heck is Julian Peterson, and why isn't he
playing at Ohio State?

Germaine looks bad with the fumbles —
OK, he should have dumped the one — but
he needed some help. At one point, ABC
went to its obligatory Florida State-obliter-
ates-Germaine montage to draw compar-
isons.

* Breaks go the other way — It's out-
lined I.h.ruughnul this edition, but it's hard to
expect tnwtnagmwhm literally avery

meaningful break goes you.
You name it, it went s way in the sec-
ond half.

* The crowd wasn't loud — [ have been
on record for chastising the Ohio Stadium
crowds in the past. Several people whom I
trust told me the crowd made no noise as
MSU mounted its comeback.

ABCs Dan Fouts termed the Sheoe “a

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
(Part 1)
with
Steve Helwagen

great place for visiting teams to play because
there is no noise.”

I will stop short, however — and you can
hold your letters — of bl the crowd at
this game, Ohio State made blunders that
wonidmnkcipwm football team proud.
The Buckeyes, it is my contention, took their
own crotwd out of game.

I'm looking for both the Buckeyes and the
crowd to rebound at the next home game.

* The bowl picture — Honestly, Ohio
State could go to any one of five bowls — the
Citrus, Sugar, Orange, Rose or, yes, even the
Fiesta

We could debate the poassibilities until the
cows come home,

Let's just say this: Heaven and oarth have
to move for OSU to reach the Fiesta Bowl
We'll know much more about this one after
Michigan plays Wisconsin, Kansas State
tackles Nebraska and Tennessee plays

Nov. 14.

If OSU wins out and somebody beats
Wisconsin, the Buckeyes will likely be in the
Rose Bowl. | know, it's not re they want-
ed to go. But beggars can't be choosers.

If Wisconsin and OSU both win out, UW
tould draw into the Fiesta Bowl and OSU
would go to the Rose. If an unbeaten UW
team doesn’t qualify for the Fiesta through
the BCS, the Badgers would got the Rose
and OSU would likely be back in the Sugar
or at the Orange.

A loss to Michigan could send OSU
hurtling out of the sky to the Citrus, a free
fall that fans u!’ last year’s Penn State team
would recognize.

* The future — [ know, it'’s hard to even
think about 1999 when this year — the yoar
wnryhody wlnud as the one — has gone

Am'] I wish I had wmul.hm; leasant to
roassure you that Ohio State will at least be
in the title hunt next year. But | can't.

08U will lose both quantity and quality
after this season. Newcomers at quarter-
back, both wide receiver spots, tight end,
tmobnr.ktr and in the secondary will have to

ll-!p up
%u[hum is the momning line favunh

to :replnn Germaine, although
etched in stone. | see no wide receivers —
OK, maybe Reggie Germany — ready to
become steady threats. The newcomors on
defense are also largely untested because,
even in a yoar where O5U has dominated its
opponents, the backups have hardly played.

| may be offering a pessimistic viewpaint
and, it should be noted, players like Na'il
Diggs will rise from obscurity to become the
next Dee Millers or Jorry Rudzinskis. But [
don't see many David Bostons- or Andy
Katzenmoyers-in-waiting on that sideline.

Ohio State lost serious star or after
1995 and still contended for national
dd-&m.nmﬂﬁmhmnrmam of

possibility.

But [ think we may have to face reality
that this was OSU's best shot at going all the
way.

-Thecuach'nmm—lam]ikoml
have heard the rumors. Everything from
three more years to gone after this season,
win or lose. There is even one making the
rounds that OSU's operatives are already
searching.

But it's my position currently that this is
Cooper's call and Cooper's call alone —
unless he pulls a you-know-who and contin-
ues jerking facemasks like he did Nate
Clements’ after his personal foul.

And, honestly, I think it should be that
way. Read this carefully: He has samed that

ight.

I've said this time and time again: Do you
want to end up like Oklahoma, constantly
recycling coaches and getting nowhere? Or
do you want to stay the course, stay in the
hunt and hope the Buckeyes break through
sometime soon?

But some will still say he faces a must-win
wituation when Michigan arrives in town on
Nov. 21. Who knows, they may be on to

. something.

Other Odds 'N Ends

* [ do not like to criticize OSU's collection
of ushers known as tha Red Coats. I know
they have a thankless job, so anything I say
here needs to be construed as coastructive
crificiam.

‘Why is it 80 hard to allow people into St
John Arena’s mezzanine and baleony to
watch the Skull Session? | understand it s
important to regulate traffic so those seated
can enjoy the show. But this isn't exactly the
opera.

Also, why isn't the balcony fully open —
every stairway and every seat = to serve as
overflow?

And another thing, seat license holders
and suite owners at the Schottenstein
Center paid huge sums of money to help
erect that new palace. Yet, the paint isnt dry
and I'm already fielding complaints from
people on how they cant go here, aren't
allowed to go there

When people pay money for something,
they want service with a smile. If that
means hiring all new people to work the
arena, then so be it. What worked at St
John Arena, somewhat effectively | might
add, will not work at The Schott, especially
when they roll out the red carpet downtown
for “arcna patrons® in a fow years

Ywunpuﬂﬂ-d(lutmumwm.hul
without mr you have not accom-

Don't get me wrang, most of these
are the most devoted bunch of OSU
youwill ever meet. But a foew bad apples

sometimes spoil the bunch

* Parking at the new arena is a complete
disaster. One reporter said it took him 40
minutes to get from Kenny and Lane into an
arona lot n “mile away,

Once you got near the building, an OSU
police officer stationed at Fred Taylor and
Arena, staring at a halfsempty lot, had the
gall to say it was full and waved us by
Maybe I missed a meeting, but if 1 have a
pass for alot and it's hall-empty, I expect to
be able to park in it. Again, we go back to
service with a smile.

.hwfuus those attending arena events

d be forewamned: Go early, expect to
stay late and/or use the Ackerman exit to the
new Fred Taylor Drive or prepare for major
hassles.

All in all — and again, this is consgructive
criticism — wo have to expect that OSU
needs time to work out a few kinks,
Everybody concentrated on getting the
building done, they had no time to sit down
and plan how they would handle actual

tvents.

That's OK, Il do them a favor and let
them know how they're doing from time to
time.

* This is just the first installment of

Editor's Notebook in this edition.
My annual attempt to outline OSU's
men's basketball fortunes is on 42-43.

See you at the Oakland game, and [ don't
mean the Raiders.
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Buckeyes Can Only Regroup At This Point

[ oW P

Continued From Page 1 i e ¥ o At 'l g Cooper noted how Michigan State had enough talent
] 4

— namely quarterback Bill Burke, who victimized
OSU's stellar pass defense for 323 yards — to pull off
the upset,

“This week | thought Michigan State was a good
football team," he said, “I thought we'd have to take
their best shot, and I think we took their best shot
today. It was good enough for them to win the game
I don't have any clue how far we'll drop.”

Although Ohio State was judged as the nation's
best team coming in, the players admitted that
doubts had crept into their minds.

"As a player, it’s always in the back of your mind,” said
tailback Joo Montgomery. “But you never think about it.

“But we were the No. 1 team in the country. You cant
it here and get nervous about it. Play the football game

“We've played great up until this ball game. I still
think we played a decent ball game, but in the end [
think they wanted it a little bit more than we did.”

Dealing With The Pain

After so many close calls over the past five sea-
sons, this was supposed to be the year Cooper and
the Buckeyes finally ascended to the top spot and
stayed there for the duration.

But this 60-minute dose of reality will likely leave
08U on the outside looking in. The Buckeyes even
noeed help — either Michigan or Penn State must
knock off unbeaten Wisconsin — to get a piece of a
Big Ten title.

“All losses hurt, but I think this one especially
hurt us,” Germaine said. “It was quiet after the
game, and it should be. We had great feelings and
aspirations for this team.”

Offensive tackle Tyson Walter summed up the dis-
aster.

“It's n shock, and it hurts more than any fan will
ever know," he said. "It happens. It's part of the
game, It's what makes winning so enjoyable.”

For OSU’s 15 seniors, it was hard to mask the dis-
appointment.

“We all dream of winning the national champi-
onship,” said tight end John Lumpkin, who hauled in

the formula used to pick the top two
teams for the Fiesta Bowl — were
released at midday Nov. 9.

“I don't know if we have a chance to
win the national championship,®
Cooper said. "I mean a lot of things
have to happen for us to get back in the
Fiesta Bowl picture. There's no ques-
tion about that, Tennessee's got to lose,
Kansas State's got to lose, UCLA's got
to lose

“I don't know how far we'll drop this
week.”

Anatomy Of A Defeat

A sellout crowd of 93,5695 watched
and gasped as the Buckeyes essential-
ly self-destructed before their eyes,

Ohio State twice held two-touch-
down leads, at 17-3 in the first quarter
and at 24-9 after safety Damon Moore
returned an interception 73 yards for a
touchdown in the third.

But besides Germaine's three
turnovers, OSU cornerback Nate
Clements was struck with an MSU
punt while trying to block for return
man David Boston. The Spartans
recoveréd the loose ball and drove for a
touchdown. Then, moments later, tail-
back Michael Wiley fumbled. That set
up a 49-yard Paul Edinger field goal,
one of his five on the day, which
allowed Michigan State to keup the
pressure on

“When we started making some
plays in the second quarter, the players
started thinking they could win,” said
MSU coach Nick Saban, whose team
was o 28-point underdog. "We pretty
much dominated play after that except

for the interception they returned fora I : x.rrll;nr.»u o 41l-yard touchdown pass. "All dreams don't come
touchdown.” true. Hzlapefully the young guys will learn something

Aside from his team's miscues, DEFLATING DEFEAT — OSU safety Gary Berry (1) fromthis.
leaves the Ohio Stadium field as Michigan State players I'm a senior and this was my last shot at it. If

anyone should be real sad, it should be me. This is
three times since I've been here that we've been in
position to win it all and then we lose a game. One

and cheerleaders celebrate in the background. The
Spartans ended OSU's run as the nation's top team,
downing the Buckeyes 28-24.
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COVER STORY: SACKED AND SHOCKED

day Ohio State is going to pull loss added more pressure to

through.” defeat Michigan, a school his chaﬂi OSU’S B. est u
Added classmate Dee Miller, "This  OSU teamas have beaten just once

one hurts the most. We had every- in 10 tries.

thing lined up. We didn't play well “Well, it's always important, Michigan State's 2824 win over the then No, 1- by 05U comer Shawn Springs 10 acom on » 68yerd
today. We were outcoached and out-  obviously, and it makes it even muurouus::‘t.m u«mﬁo’sumr:agym %mhnt%wOW'lwwwﬂou
played. They wanted it more than we  more important now, I imagine, Ohio State was o 28-point favorfte 1o dismantie the  Bowl and & national championship with @ (31-23) win
did today.” because if we don't beat Michigan, | unranked Spactans. That may be the largest margn  there the yoar before,” Park 5aid.

Another senior related the defeat  we've ruined what could be a great | OSUhas ever boen favored by yet falled to stoastwin 0';?'51' e “I"’"':u SERILU0 11 Hode Dowt
to the loss of his scholarship due to  season,” Cooper said SU football hstoran Jack Park detalied seversl  fans that wasnt as Important o8 finadly beating
Prop 48 rules several years ago “It could have been a fabulous mmu%:mmmn.nu » m.’ww:wmwmqmmnnw lost

“It's like | say, when somebody season. We had a chance, as you Lo J h . Including v
tukes §17,000 out of your bank know, to play for the national :;“wm wmmm " mmm:mwlw ,‘E::am
account,” ::iunlt]gnmory said, ‘:.'03 championship, anl:i we probably '|mrlg’n v;:‘m"u:.;:um'l}mem :;1 ond. SR TR A T
find out who that person was an now don't have that opportunity. | most s § o sald, . 1 ¢ Nov. 22, X
you get PO'd about it.” But we can play for the Big Ten m&w&mmmw mﬁmmmﬂm1 iy

championship. We can play for a *It denled the Super Sophs thelr second consecu- “This was Chic Harey's last game at Onlo
Back To The Future great year. tive Wl: m._ao had his team mentally gmei‘::: he was ;uwn% \:;m m:::: !':;:: m

To a man, the Buckeyes say they “But we've got to play better | Prepared " footbal i »
must regroup from this calamity than we played today.” mmm“ R g 8k s m‘: “[u;wm SN g M L ASS At X
and focus on winning their final Now trailing several teTms in . m& Oﬁ?.m %’L 1, ”m ? m‘u\ln Egu.;:‘n shead ?&wm m;
two games, Nov. 14 at Jowa and at  the polls, OSU's Fiesta Bowl hopes | Pasadena, . v f gt seconds
home with Michigan on Nov. 21, seem severely limited. The mm’m‘d SO0 PO v 1he oﬂ?%.ﬂ Note — Park aiso cited the 1977

“We have to come back from  Buckeyes would need several of the “That was Archie Griffin's senior year,” Park sakt,  Okdshoma game, won by the M!%W 2928
this,” Miller said. “We have a lot of nation's top unbeatens, namely | *Ohio State had besten UCLA 41-20 eadier in the year  on Uwe von Schamann's 41yard field goal with three
seniors here. We have two more Kansas State, Tennessee and W*;mwlﬁm"mm m‘:'é‘”'l‘l_‘:' e State’s 16-13 win
games left to play. We still have a  UCLA, to fall, * Michigan 13, Ohlo State 9: Nov. 23, 1996, In in that game, the topranked Buckeyes sppesred
Big Ten championship to play for. But the winner of the Nov. 21 | Columbus — The No, 2+anked Buckeyes were favored 1o win the game on a Champ Henson un
Hopefully something will happeato  Florida-Florida State game — a | A RRRRenRe b o o 2 N, B o B o rmmrer
Wisconsin down the road and every-  battle of two once-beaten teams — mnxﬁmmmmnmlwm Wayne — the officlals penalizad OSU for llegal
thing will be all right seems primed to capitalize first il | losd,” Park sald, procedure and nagated the touchdown,

“Realistically, we are probably that would happen, Michigan receiver Tal Streets capltalized on o silp = Steve Helwagen
out of the national title scene. You If Ohio State can win out and

want to leave a little bit of hope. somebody knocks off Wisconsin,
But realistically, that's probably the Buckeyes would likely be ticketed ’
out of the picture.” for the Rose Bowl as a Big Ten co- ®

“There are two ways we can go,” champ. But if the Badgers survive their
Germaine added, “We'll see which next two games unscathed, OSU could

way we go.” be looking for an at-large bid to the BUCI{EYE SPORTS B[]LLETI—N

This is no time for the Buckeyes Orange Bowl or Sugar Bowl.

to back away from the challenge, At this point it appears a loss to
Montgomery said. Michigan could drop the Buckeyes from Weekly Sept. thru Nov.

"We're going to have to pl;:y Eansiduratil}n for any of the four BCS Weekly Jan. thru mid-March
aggressive and play physical,” he owls and leave them in Orlando for L B
said. “We need to play with a big-  the Citrus Bowl. Blwealr.ly mid-March thru mid Mny
time attitude “We can play for the championship, Munth.ly Dec., June thru Aug.

“There is a lot to still accom- we can play for maybe the Rose Bowl or P . ¥
plish I‘Whnl are we going to do, kick  whatever comes if we win this league,” Some Ohio State sports fans need more information
ourselves in the butt and go home  Cooper said. Buck than can i i
and cry about it? We have two ball “I'm not exactly sure of what all can onthe e g t.hey find in ﬂ.mn.. local
games left. We have to make the  happen, but all we can do now, guys, is newspaper. Buckeye Sports Bulletin is for
most of it. try to regroup and beat lowa next week those fans. By subseribing to Buckeye Sports

“This will test the character of and then come back here and do some-
our football team. We'll see what thing we haven't done in quite a while
happens Saturday.” — that's beat Michigan.”

Cooper was asked whether this
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OHIO STATE VS.

MICHIGAN STATE

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

Upset In The 'Shoe

Heavy Underdog

MSU Devastates
Top-Ranked OSU

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Michigan State, despite & handful of
enigmatic performances this season, came
into Ohio Stadium Nov. 7 as a dangerous,
talented team.

“We, came in here with the attitude that
we were the squirts in the neighborhood
who had to go up and pick a fight with the
bully — not that we wanted to pick one,”
said Michigan State coach Nick Saban.

*“It was on the schedule, 5o we had to do
"

Saban's Spartans did it, all right

Michigan State, a four-touchdown under-
dog, registered one of the all-time upsets in
the history of the Horseahoe as it toppled
top-ranked Ohio State 28-24 before 93,595
stunned fans

“They outcoached us, they outplayed us,
their defense was better than ours, their
offense was better than ours, their kicking
game was better than ours and, of course,
they came away with the victory,” OSU
coach John Cooper said in assessing the loss
that likely will kill any national champi-
onship hopes for his Buckeyes (8-1, 5-1 Big
Ten),

MSU (54, 3-2) twico trailed by marging
of two touchdowns. But the Spartans rallied
and more than held their own on both sides
of the ball. MSU scored the upset by capital-
ming on four key OSU fumbles and stopping
an OSU scoring threat at the 15-yard line
with a little over a minute to play to score
the win,

“It was obviously a great win for
Michigan State University,” Saban said. *I'm
very proud of the way our players competed

JLIT BALM

WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN — OSU split end David Boston (9) tries to collect a Joe Germaine pass in
the end zone after Michigan State’s Cedric Henry deflected it. The ball fell incomplete on this first
down play with 1:29 left. Three plays later, MSU had turned OSU away and preserved a 28-24 win.

today.

“Ohio State's got a great football team,
Our players competed. We got behind in the
game, and It} it showed a lot of charac-
ter and maturity on their part to play their
way back into the game after the Ent quars
ter. They played at the end of the game to
win it*

All season, quarterback Joe Germaine
has been one of the key cogs in the OSU
machine. But his string of 300-yard passing

@|ADPORO
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performances was stopped at four. His two
fumbles led to important MSU field goals,
and his interce to Spartans comerback
Renaldo Hill with 1:12 left killed OSU's
comeback bid.

“We had some opportunities” said
Germaine, who finished 16-0f-34 passing for
239 yards. “We cama very close. But we did-
n't take advantage of our opportunities and,
in & gamae like this, that will beat you.”

The Spartans pressured Germaine
throughout the day, sacking him five times
and hitting him on a number of other occa-
sions, When he did have time, MSU's sec-
ondary was equal to the task.

*They had a great scheme,” he said
“Thay challenged us with some bump-and-
run coverage and they blitzed us. Overall,
they outplayed us.”

Cooper said, “Sometimes we didn't malke
the right adjustments, sometimes we didn't
throw the right pass. You know, give them
credit.”

On the other side of the ball, Saban's
devil-may-care attitude was more than
apparent. While the Buckeyes limited MSU
standout tailback Sedrick Irvin to 52 yards
on 26 carries, largely untested quarterback
Bill Burke made plays when he nesded to.

Burke completed just 18 of 46 passes, but
those passes went for 323 yards and a touch-
down.

*We threw a bunch of passes and they
defended a bunch of them, but we made a
few plays,” Saban said. “We made enough to
win

The Spartans averaged nearly 18 yards
per catch, hitting eight plays for 20 or more
yards against one of the nation's stingiest
defenses. Burke did most of his damage with
lanky receivers Plaxico Burresa (four catch-
es, 125 yards) and Gari Scott (six for 88).

“They made some big plays,” said OSU
cornerback Ahmed Plummer, who had a
busy night covering the large MSU

receivars. “1 give them credit for it. We found
ourselves in some positions we didn't want
to be in, They took advantage of it.”

As The Ball Bounces

Ohio State held comfortable leads of 17-3
after ene quarter and 24-9 early in the third

But things began to unravel when an
MSU punt hit OSU's Nate Clements while
he was trying to block for punt returner
David Boston. After a mad scramble, MSU's
Scott Ehrmaberger recovered the locse ball
at the Spartans’ 49.

With new life, the Spartans moved 51
yards in five plays to their first touchdown.
Burke hit Scott for a 28-yard gain before
hooking up with Lavaile Richardson on the
23.yard TD pass over Plummer. Paul
Edinger's PAT kick was wide, but the
Spartans had cut the lead to 24-15 with 6:02
left ini the third quarter

Ohio State then held the ball for just two
plays before tailback Michael Wiley, who fin-
ished with 100 yards on 22 carries, was hit
by MSU's TJ. Turner. Pete Govens recov-
ered Wiley's fumble for the Spartans, who
were in business at the OSU 34

Although MSU failed to pick up o first
down, Edinger's 49-yard field goal, which
barely cleared the crossbar, trimmed OSU's
lead to 24-18 with 4:55 left in the third

As the third quarter wore into the fourth,
the Spartans samed their next touchdown
MSU put together the longest scoring drive
against the Buckeyes of the season, going 02
yards in eight plays. Burke was the main
culprit again, going to Seott for a 12-yard
gain, Burress for 37 yards, and tight end
Chris Baker for 23 more down to the OSU
12.

Three plays later Irvin went over left
tackle, taking OSU linemen Joe Brown and
Mike Collins with him, on a 3-yard touch-
down run that gave MSU its first lead at 25-
24 with 14:20 left
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Just over three minutes later, things
wenit from bad to worse for Ohio State. On
third-and-3 at the MSU 47, Germaine was
hit by Spartan end Julian Peterson and
fumbled, MSU's Josh Shaw picked up the
loose ball and returned it 22 yards to the
(SU 18

“T was trying to do too much on that
play,” Germaine said. “That's the play that
really shot us in the foot. That gave them the
momentum. It's my fault. Next time 1 just
have to throw it out of bounds. All T can do is
just learn from it and go from there.”

Agnin, MSU failed to pick up a first
down. But Edinger's 42.yard field goal
attempt was true and the Spartans now had
& 28-24 cushion with 9:26 left.

“Julian stripping that ball from Joe was
the difference in the game because that gave
us the field goal that gave us a four-point
lead and mode them have to score a touch-
down to beat us,” Saban said

Ironically, Peterson was playing in place
of starter Robaire Smith, who suffered a bro-
ken fibula in the first half. He ended up with
two sacks and three tackles-for-loss

"Poterson made some groat plays today,”
Saban said. “He had to play almost the
wntire gnme when Robaire got hurt.”

Oluo State had two possessions after that
point but eould not put the ball in the end
zone to reclaim the lead.

On the first one, OSU kept the ball exclu.
sively on the ground, mixing Wiley and
backup Joe Montgomery. The strategy
worked to a point as OSU picked up 55
yards in 12 plays. But on fourth-and-1 at the
MSU 26, Montgomery slammed into the
middle of the line and Tumer, Courtney
Ladyard and Sorie Kanu turned him back
for no gan,

“When I saw the free safety (Kanu) come

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998
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up, | knew it was going to be hard”
Montgomery said of the play that gave MSU
possession with 3:33 left. "Mike (Wiley) said
nobody came ofll on the Mike (middle) line-
backer. I'm already six yards deep, so it's
going to be kind of hard.”

MSU picked up a first down on the ensu-
ing possession, but the Buckeyes eventually
forced a punt with 1:39 left. Boaton returned
the kick 26 yards and the Buckeyes were in
business at their own 49-yard line.

Ohio Stadium was rocking as visions of
Germaine’s Rose Bowl heroics from two
years prior danced in the heads of the OSU
faithful. He drilled passes of 16 yards to
Boston and 20 more to John Lumpkin, giv-
ing the Buckeyes a first down at the OSU
16

Although Ohio State had exhausted all of
ita timeouts on defense, Saban stopped the
clock himself to regroup with 1:29 left.

“When we were playing zone, they went
through us like Grant took Richmond,”
Saban said. *"When they got it to the 15, we
knew we had to stiffen up and put the pres-
sure on them. Our corners came through
with flying colora.”

Germaine tried to pick on MSU's Cedric
Henry first, going to Boston in the end zona
on first down. Henry batted that pass away.
On second down, Germaine threw behind
Boston incomplete.

Now it was Hill's twrn. He batted down a
crossing pass to Dee Miller at the goal line.
Finally, on fourth down he stepped in front
of Miller and intercepted Germaing's floater
at the MSU 2 to end the OSU threat,

*T had to throw it earlier than | wanted
to, 50 [ had to put some air under it and let
him try and run under it,” Germaine said.
“He made a good play on it. That's just how
the game goes.”

Miller added, “Tt was & post corner route.
He had been getting some preasure all day
and the timing wasn't there today. That
showed on that last play.

“The ball was underthrown. That was
basically it.”

Nobody was happier than Saban to see
his corners stand up to the test against
0SU's vaunted passing attack.

“They went at the two corners four times
in a row,” said. *"We full blitzed on
every one of those plays. We played bump-
and-run. Cedric knocked down two and
Renaldo had the next two. Those two guys
did a great job to save the game at the end.”

h&mkw"nium 2 and needed to
simply run two playa to kill the remaining
1:12.

Fast Start For Naught

The Buckeyes felt that if they could get
MSU down, the Spartans would fold. After
all, that's what happened in MSU's previous

losses to Oregon and Michigan.
But despite grabbing a 17-3 lead, the
Spartans never gave in,

n.

“When you're backed into a foxhole and
nobody expects you to win, you can play
loose and make some plays,” Burke said.

08U opened the scoring on Dan Stultz's
20-yard field goal with 12:26 left in the first
quarter. That play was set up by Germaine's
35-yard sideline pass to Wiley.

MSU answered with Edinger booting a
33-yard field goal to make it 3-3 with 8:12
loft in the first,

Ohio State then jumped ahead 10-3 as
Ciermaine hit a wide-open Lumpkin down
the middle of the field on a 41-yard TD with
6:25 left in the first.

The Buckeyes capitalized on an MSU
turnover when comerback Antoine Winfield

blitzed Burke, forced a fumble and recovered
it at the MSU 12-yard line. Four plays later
Wiley vaulted over the top for the score from
one yard out, making it 17-3 with 39 seconds
left in the first.

Edinger’s 43-yard field goal with 13:31 to
play in the hall and 22-yard field goal with
11:22 left led to a 17-9 OSU advantage at
halftime,

The Buckeyes extended their lead to 24-
9 after safety Damon Moore intercepted a
Burke pass and returned it 73 yards for a
touchdown with 9:51 left in the third.

Game Notes
* The loss snapped OSU's 11-game home
winning streak dating to the 1996 Michigan

mumne.

*» MSU improved to 3-12-1 in games
against the nation’s No. 1-ranked team. One
of the other wins came against the
Buckeyes, a 16-13 decision in East Lansing
that dropped OSU from No. 1 to No. 4 in
November 1974,

The Spartans' other win over a No, 1.
ranked team was also notable. Prior to this
game, MSU was the last unranked team to
defeat a No. 1, disposing of Michigan in
1990.

* OSU's record as the No. l-ranked team
dropped to 51.8-1 (858). The loss ended
OS8U's nine-week stint as the No. 1 team —
the second-longest tenure in the top spot in
OSU histary.

* OSU faced a fourth-and-39 predica-
ment late in the first half The Buckeyes dug
that hole as o Germaine screen pass to full-
back Matt Keller lost eight yards. OSU was
then penalized five yards for having an tnel-
igible receiver downfield. After a second-
down incompletion, Germaine was sacked
for a 16-yard loss,
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Miscues Abound As MSU Upends Buckeyes

The signs were there all season
Fumbles here and there, penalties in cru-
cial situations, an inability to protect the
passer

It was all there, out in the open. But
even so, Ohio State players and fans
never saw this one coming.

Their dream turned into a nightmare.

The Buckeyes became their own worst
enemy, limiting themselves offensively
and failing to convert on all but two of
their third-down chances. OSU was also
hampered by four fumbles, all recovered
by Michigan State

That was a microcosm of OSU's woes
and a sign that, as OSU head man John
Cooper is 8o fond of saying, “Things don
catch up with you until they catch up with

you.

05U had been churning out 500-yard
games the way Steven Spielberg tums
out Oscar winners, but this day was dif-
ferent as the Buckeyes finished with just
353 yards. Things were off-kilter, some
caused by Michigan State and some by
Ohio State’s own hand

“We didn't get our rhythm going after
the first quarter,” offensive coordinator
Mike Jacobs said. “The second quarter we
had some opportunities, but we gave up
some sacks. We come out in the second
half and go three-and-out the first posses-

sion, and it was strange after that We .

intercept it and run it back for a score,
then they punt and it hits our kid in the
back. That's an odd situation.”

Even more odd was the fact OSU knew
Michigan State wus going to blitz, yet
seemed powerless to stop the Spartans.
MSU pinned its ears back and got to Joe
Germaine five times, once causing a fum-
ble that resulted in the game's final
points, a 42.yard field goal by Paul
Edinger.

*“There was nothing we hadn't seen,”
Jacobs said. “It may have looked like we
hadn’t seen it, but we knew they were
going to come with the free safety blitz,
which they did repeatedly. We knew that
they'd take a blitz attitude on us, We did-
n't make very many third-down conver-
sions today.”

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp
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Michigan State coach Nick Saban has
seen his team go through tribulations and
exultations, so he didn't quite know which
group would show up.

But when he saw the Buckeyes open
the game throwing the football, he put his
plan into motion.

“We played like we had nothing to
lose,” Saban said. “We blitzed the quarter-
back and tried to pressure him. I think we
affected Joe a little bit in the second quar-
ter. That helped us a lot.”

The Buckeyes had been better in
recent weeks about picking up the blitz,
but Michigan State was relentless in its
pressure.

“They're going to blitz," tight end John
Lumpkin smid. “We've been throwing the
ball so0 much against people that they're
going to try to stop that. It's our job to pick
up the blitzes, and on occasions we didn't
do that. We didn't sight adjust, and some
things happened to us and we gave up
sacks.”

Especially big was Spartan reserve
Julian Peterson, in the game because
starter Rohgire Smith suffered a broken
leg in the first half Peterson had nine
tackles, all solos, three for lost yardage
and two sacks. He also caused two
Germaine fumbles, including the one that
turned the game.

“We knew about him, but Robaire is
who we prepared for,” Cooper said. “Our
linemen were aware of him,”

Nearly Awoke The Echoes

As Ohio State’s final drive unfolded
and the Buckeyes trailed by four, flash-
backs to a f evening in Pasadena
were evident. Players spoke about it,
knowing they had been in a situation sim-
ilar to this against Arizona State. They
truly thought the outcome would be the

PP BATHM

SOARING FOR SIX — OSU tailback Michael Wiley leaps into the
air on a 1-yard touchdown run as teammates Rob Murphy (56) and
Tyson Walter (77) provide an opening. Wiley finished the game with

100 yards rushing.

same.

“Wo knew we had been up against it
before,” Germaine said. “We thought
about it, but it really wasn't the same sit-

uation.”
Germaine threw six passes on the final

drive against MSU, the first two complet-

o ihe Coninent

(614) 888-5909 « Fax 888-7106

$20.00 includes Sales Tax

$3.00 san
523.00 Total

POOR OLD PEODUERS

ARPET BAR

P b0 M your pacaeiboes

WELCOME MAT

(614) 837-8597
Fax (614) 837-6606

6960 Long Road
Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110

Hours 9-6 Mon. - Sat.

S E B

ed for first downs. On first-and-10 from
the MSU 15, Germaine's pass to Boston
on a flag route was overthrown. Second
down was also to Boston, also incomplete.

On that down, there were somo ques-
tions about OSU's play selection. A draw
might have worked, especially since the
Spartans were being so aggressive and
were looping their linemen outside. With
over a minute to play, even a stufl on a
running play would have left plenty of
time to go for the end zone.

A pass over the middle on third down
was behind Miller and knocked away by
Renaldoe Hill, bringing up the crucial
fourth-down play.

The pass again went to Miller, who ran
his third consecutive post corner route.
Hill stepped in front of Miller and picked
off the pass, sealing the win.

Miller was a little unhappy his number
wasn't called on first down because he
was basically uncovered,

“Wide open the first time we ran it, but
we ran it again and he caught on,” Miller
said.

08U was inside the MSU 30 twice in
the fourth quarter but came away with
zero points,

*We had some, opportunities”
Germaine said. "We came close, but we
didn't take advantage of our opportuni-
ties. In a game like this, that's going to
beat you."

Running On Empty

Though the statistics say Michael
Wiley rambled for 100 yards on 22 carries,
it may have been the quietest 100 in Ohio
Stadium history.

Wiley fumbled once and, aside from a
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25.yard jaunt in the first quarter, wasn't
assertive when picking o hole. It didn't
help that his line was getting manhan-
dled by Michigan State’s front, but all the
same, it wasn't a game to remember.

Turning in another solid performance
was Joe Montgomery, who biroke off 41
yards on 11 carries. He was stopped for no
gain on a fourth-and-1 on the Buckeyes'
next-to-last drive, turning the ball over to
the Spartans. He had been on the bench
for much of the time previous to that
drive

If he was bummed about it, he sure
wasn't letting on.

“During the course of the game I'm not
going to sit there and bug the coaches,”
Montgomery said. "1 rely on the coaches to
make great decisions. I can't sit there and
bug them while the game was going on.”

He was very succinct when asked
about the fourth-down carry.

“Nobody blocked the free safety,”
Montgomery said. Actually, linebackers
T rner and Courtney Ledyard
came in unfettered on the backside,
smuckw{{ Montgomery just short of the
marker. But it wasn't the who that mat-
tered, It was the what, and in this case
the what was OSU turning the ball
over on downs.

Ohio State finished with just 114
ground yards, and though 53 of 60 lost
yards came on sacks, the guys up front
waren't too thrilled with their day.

Prior to Montgomery getting stuffed,
the Buckeyes stayed exclusively on the
ground in that drive, chuming out 11
straight rushing plays

“We got a chance to drive it down and
take over,” tackle Tyson Walter said. “We
ware confident we could do it, but maybe
we went o the well ane too many times. 1
dont know. It woa good play-calling if
everyone excecutes their assignments.”

NEw Prans. NEw RATES.

price, and service.

Third And Forever

Championship teams convert when
necessary, and that's one reason Ohio
State is sitting with a 1 in the loas col-
umn, OSU converted just 2 of 15 third
downs, giving Michigan State’s defense
more and more hope as the game wore on

“We didn't convert third-down situations
and we turned the ball over,” Jacoba said.
“We also had a couple penalties that hurt
us, 50 those things we've been talking about
all year caught up with us today”

This was the first time all season OSU
had been outgained in yardage, so some of
the onus has to fall on the defense. Top-
notch stop units don't allow foes to drive
92 yards in the fourth quarter.

That said, it was up to the Buckeyes to
punch the ball in when it counted. They
didn't.

“We were not very consistent,” Jacobs
said. “On the outside, if you're getting a
lot of pressure sometimes you can't shake
free. We had to do a better job winning
some of those battles.”

A lot of factors played into the defeat,
but a big one has to be the play of the
offensive line.

Machine-like the past four games,
OSUs front broke down on numerous
occasions, allowing white jerseys to get to
Germaine well before he was able to
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throw a precise pass.

Walter said he wasn' sure what the
real problem was, only that the Buckeyes
were dazed by MSU's repeated defonsive
success. :

*1 don't know what the difference was,"
Walter said. “Anyone who tells you at this
moment that they know what the differ-
ence was is a liar. It's too early to tell
We're out on the field and every time we
came off we're looking at each other and
saying, "What's going on? We don't know
K&:t happened. We got blindsided by

It was, simply put, a Spartans team
that came in ready but was also allowed
to stay in the game by OSU's repeated
miscues.,

“The line was coming real hard,” Miller
said. “They were playing deep Cover-2, the
corners and the safety. He (Saban) had his
club all on one , and it showed today”

Aa the Buckeyes were seemingly seiz-
ing momentum, fudiug 24-9 almost mid-
way through the third quarter, thoughts
circulated that Michigan State might
finally lie down. After all, the Spartans
had quit against Oregon and Minnesota
earlier this year, so why not now?

“We figured they were going to go away
real early, like when we had a 17-point
first quarter,” Walter said. “From their
history, we were surprised they hung with
it. They've had an MO of giving up when
the going gets rough, but they didn't. [ts a
big step for their program.”
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BSB Quotebook: Michigan State 28, Ohio State 24

Michigan State coach Nick Saban, whose
team was a 28-point underdog, on why games
aren't played on paper: “Funny things happen in
football, and that's why we play these games.
When a team plays possessed and is inspired
about what they can do ... we have good football
players and they have good players; they probably
have more than we do, but ours made enough
plays today to win.”

05U cornerback Ahmed Plummer on how hard
it will be to get back into the national title race:
“Usually with losses this late in the season it's
hard to jump back up there to the No, 1 spot. We
can keep believing. We still have to play hard.
Wa're still Ohio State Buckeyes. We can't hang our
heads.”

05U linebacker Jerry Rudzinski also assessed
the national picture: “It looks like the national
champion might go undefeated, and we hate the
fact that we might not be able to compete for that
this year, but we've still got a chance to win the
conference.”

0SU quarterback Joe Germaine on his team's
missed scoring opportunity after having a first
down at the MSU 15 with 1:29 left: “We've been in
positions like that before. We got close and had
some momentum. We never doubted that we were
going to do It. | guess you win some and you lose
some.”

05U defensive end Rodney Bailey, who
stopped M5U's Sedrick Irvin for a 3-yard loss
to give the Buckeyes the ball back with 1:39
left: “I felt it was more than enough time for
us to get the ball in the end zone. We did
what we could,”

JPT RAEMM
FIRST DOWN, OHIO — OSU quarterback
Joe Germaine dives ahead for extra
yardage as teammate Kurt Murphy (63)
and a pair of Michigan State defenders
look on.

0SU flanker Dee Miller said the Buckeyes
appeared ready to score the game-winning
touchdown before MSU's Renaldo Hill inter-
copted a fourth-down pass with 1:12 left:
“The last play, that's what did it, Dave
(Boston) had a big cateh and Lump (John
Lumpkin) had a big catch. | felt like we were
about to put the ball into the end zone.
Unfortunately, it didn't happen.”

0SU tackie Tyson Walter credited the
Spartans for not quitting after twice falling behind
by two touchdowns: “We figured they were going
to go away after our 17-point first quarter.
Considering their past history, we were surprised
they hung in there with it. They had an MO of giv-
Ing up when the going gets rough. They didn't.
That's a good step for their program.”

MSU’s Irvin on the win: “It just shows you that
hard work pays off, believing in each other. There
was no one person who made all the plays, It was
a team effort. Nobody believed in us. Most people
turned their backs on us.”

Plummer said the Spartans earned the win:
“They just outplayed us in every area of the ball
game. We worked in practice — | don't think we
took them lightly. It just so happened it was their
day today.”

Saban on MSU quarterback Bill Burke, who
threw for 323 yards — one yard shy of his career
high = in the upset win: “Bill had a great game
today. We really planned to do the three series
thing with the two quarterbacks. But Bill was
doing a good job, so we stuck with it. He had an
outstanding game.”

05U defensive coordinator Fred Pagac on the
task at hand for the Buckeyes: “It's our job to
come back next week. | think the character of our
team will show then. We'll come back out and
play, and try and win out the rest of the season.”

Miller believes OSU will rebound from this
dofeat: “That's just going to have to do with the
leadership. We have two more games and a
bowl, We just have to be men and move on.”

BRUTUS

Has A New Flag!

| THE A FLAG A LADY'S
% FLAG*STORE ¢

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 05U FLAGS AND BANNERS

QO

$59,99

The new BRUTUS flag will be arriving in Columbus 4 days
before the big game. Order yours today for only $69.99.

The Flag Lady's Flag Store will hold one drawing for two
08U vs Michigan tickets and another for a huge 8' x 8' replica
of the new BRUTUS flag. Visit our store at 4567 North High
and enter to win or send us a post card. Also, buy any Buckeye
flag or banner and receive a free "Script Ohio" print and

§8.00 off our deluxe USA nylon flag.

1-800-797-FLAG(3824)
LOCAL: 614-263-1776 * PAX: 614-263-1719

4867 NORTH HIGH STREET COLUMBUS, OHIO 43214
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MSU Finds Way To Beat Stingy

i Aw r

Certainly a lot more than o game was
lost when the Buckeyes fell at home to
Michigan State. For starters, OSU was
stripped of its No. 1 ranking, its undefeat-
ed season and, most likely, its shot at a
national title

But the Ohio State defense took a pow-
erful blow to the gut as well. Fred Pagac's
mighty defenders entered play as the only
Division | team to not allow 20 points in a
game this season, and most — including
oddsmakers, who installed the Buckeyes
as o four-touchdown favorite — figured
that trend would continue

Sure, the Spartans were dangerous
and had a shifty running back in Sedrick
Irvin, a mobile quarterback in Bill Burke
and lanky receivers in Plaxico Burress
and Gari Scott. But hadn't OSU proven it
could handle such challenges week after
week?

Delivering again and stopping all
facets against a team that apparently had
its antenna back up was what turned out
to be too demanding

“We gave a lot up today,” Pagac said
“We didn't play very well, Credit them. |
think their players played pretty well
today. I think we shot ourselves in the foot
a little bit, a roughing penalty, the ball
hitting us in the head on the punt.”

But more than the mistakes, OSU
wasn't able to muster enough of a pass
rush and fell to an old nemesis rarely seen
in the Pagac era — the big play.
¢ In foct, Michigan State produced eight
playa of 20 yards or more on the day — all
on passes — including a 23-yard Burke
scoring strike to split end Lavaile
Richardson that put MSU squarely back
in the fray at 24-15

Instead of trying to stay in the game by
pounding Irvin, the Spartans employed a
game plan that called for several deep
passes with hope of hitting just enough. It
was a tactic that couldnt be illustrated
any better than the perusal of Burke's
final statistics: 18-0f-46, 323 yards, one
touchdown and one interception

TOURNAMINT

I — &

INSIDE THE DEEENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

aQuALITY

“1 think they did a few things differ-
ently than what they've done before and it
kind of surprised us a little bit, but I
thought we prepared well for what we
saw on film," OSU defensive end Brent
Johnson said. "They capitalized on a few
of our mistakes, and that's what gave
them the edge.

“Everyone would love to go back, but
that's what we were dealt today”

Burle, who hails from Warren, Ohio,
made a crucinl mistake when his lone
interception was retuned 73 yards for a
touchdown by safety Damon Moore. But
to his credit, he led MSU on four straight
scoring drives after the Spartans recov-
ered a punt that struck OSU blocker Nate
Clements.

In that key stretch, Burke was dialed
in.
“It was o great deal of fun,” he said.
“The game and the stage couldnt have
been any better for a quarterback or a
passing game. We had some players who
could make some plays, and we wanted to
take advantage of that.

“Qur offensive line did a good job of
pass protection. Ohio State is still a solid
defense. They were flying around and
blitzing me a lot.”

Burke Was Elusive Moving Target

Simply put, the MSU passing game
wasn't supposed to be good enough to beat
0SU. But the Spartans took OSU out of
its element with some early connections
to receivers, and the Buckeyes responded
with more zone coverage and less blitzing
than normal to keep sight of pass catch-
ers.

“We were planning on them blitzing a

BILLIARD TABRLES

TAILGATE PARTYS
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VIiDIO CAFEK

SPORTS

OUTDOOR DICK & DIMING

STARTING AT NOON

Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Only $2.00

Grilled Outside on the Patio

CICAR LOUNGING FuLs

OSU Defense

DANCING

SEWING

JUFF GREHS

DAMON DOING MOORE — Ohio State senior Damon Moore timed
this play perfectly, stepping in front of Michigan State tight end
Chris Baker and returning the interception 73 yards for Ohio
State's final points in a 28.-24 loss to the Spartans.

Iot,” MSU center Jason Strayhorn said.
“They did blitz a lot, but not as much as
we expected them to do, Everybody stayed
on their man and did what they were sup-
posed to do.”

With less to worry about in the way of
blitzes, the Michigan Stats line gained
confidence ns the game wore on and
Burke did the rest, moving out of the
pocket and eking out of trouble at just the
right times.

“They moved the pocket on us and

BANDS

211%

JINDERL

1INWiIS

SINYD NOILY

SWOOY ALEYd TLIVAIN4A -

GCGOLF SIMULATOR

went to a dash pattern, and they got some
key blocks,” Pagac said. “We gave them a
little more time than we wanted to, and
then we had some opportunities to tackle
him and we just didn't get it done.

“He did a real good job of avoiding
pressure, sidestepping us and making a
few plays. In my mind, at least, there
were five, six, seven different times we
had a shot at him. We gave their receivers
that much time to get open, and he hit
them."

Defensive end Rodney Bailey shared in
the frustration despite logging three tack-
les-for-loss.

“We're about there and we're just miss-
ing," he said. “They had some blocking
schemes that countered our blitzes, but
we just need to get to the quarterback no
matter what.

“From my standpoint, | and we gave
him too much time. We're just going to
have to work on it."

With Burke buying all the extra time,
he cashed in by waiting patiently for
receivers to break off patterns and come
free.

“Of course, that makes it very diffi-
cult,” eormerback Ahmed Plummer said,
“because now you have to be concerned
with the quarterback rolling out and you
have receivers just roaming around. That
makes it even harder to cover.”

OSU had succoss early on by bringing
linebackers into the face of Burke. But the
Buckeyes sacked the 6-5 lefty.only one
time, courtesy of OLB Jerry Rudzinski,
and the MSU line gave a decent line of
sight (or the most part,

“Their line did a good job of picking up
our stunts,” Johnson said "We were got-
ting to him a little late. They were getting
the ball off pretty quick, too. All of that
added up.”

The members of the defense weren't
about to question a game plan that had
worked so many times in the past, so they

18 + BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN November 14, 1998



Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

chalked it up to a lack of execution and a
top-shell day by the Spartans

After all, OSU held Irvin, one of the top
rusheres in the conference, to 52 yards in
26 carries

“We think that if we stop the run, we're
guing to win the game,” Rudzinski said
“Today we did a decent job against the run,
but (Burke) went out and just flat-out beat
us when he had to. [ give him credit, and
he had some great talent around him

“He came into the Horseshoe for the
first time, stepped up and beat us.”

DBs Can't Reach MSU Heights

With Antoine Winfield standing 5-9
and Plummer a listed 6-0, the Ohio State
cornerbacks often find themselves looking
up at opposing wideouts. But that's rarely
become a factor in the last two seasons as
Winfield has played at an All-American
level and Plummer has come through
with deflections and interceptions seem-
ingly in every game he's been thoroughly
tested.

But Pagnc admitted concern with the
MSU receivers, especially Scott (6-1) and
the imposing Burress (6-6)

Scott, who burned OSU's secondary for
a deep touchdown last season, finished
with six catches for 88 yards while
Burress, who actually dropped a couple of
easy onos, amassed 125 yards on four
over-the-top connections,

“They made some big plays, and 1 give
them credit for it,” said Plummer, the
main defender on the Richardson score.
“We just found ourselves in positions we
didn't want to be in and they took advan-
tage.

"We knew they were sound in the pass-
ing game, and they came out today and
proved it”

A Tisket,
A Tasket-
Pick
Yourself
A

Basket!

Winfield and Plummer played sides or
a particular man depending on the defen-
sive call, and Michigan State often looked
for Burress on fades when Winfield was
the defender.

Moore, who tallied a team-high 11 tack-
les along with his TD, did his best to help
out, but the touch of Burke and the lack of
pressure by the front seven left the corners
in tough spots

“The defensive backs are the heart and
soul of our delense,” Rudzinski said. “They
were |last yoar and they are this year. Pass
defense is o team defense. You need line-
backers helping out, a good push from the
defensive linemen, and the defensive
backs doing the job. I dont think any one
group played good enough to go out and
win the game today,

“But they had some great skill people,
maybe the best we've seen yet."

MSU Takes Long Saturday Drive

The defense was playing well enough to
keep the Buekeyes in the lead until allow-
ing Michigan State to forge an cight-play,
92.yard drive that produced a 25-24 lead.
That was the longest such drive againat
0OSU all season.

The Buckeves actually allowed six dri-
ves of 76 or more yards last season, but
only once did they let a team go over 90
yards of field for a score, That came in the
opener with Wyoming on Aug. 28, 1997, as
the Cowboys' only came off a 10-play,
03-yard march, The Buckeyes were under-
standably rusty in that game and were
breaking in a defense that had lost
starters Mike Vrabel, Matt Finkes, Luke
Fickell, Greg Bellisari, Ryan Miller,
Shawn Springs, Ty Howard and Rob Kelly.

Perhaps the most alarming defensive
showing in the Pagac era came at Penn
State in the middle of last season as the

: -. B

Coflectblo baskets hom Colleglate Baske: Co. leature laser-engraved athietc logo
on wooden bd, “Onhic State® siched-brass plate on front, and scariet and gray colors
woven in, Basket "A” measures 6x5%."; cost §55, Foobal-shaped *B° measures
Jutixd”; coal $35. Basket "C* measures Sx4; cost 845, Great gita for OSU lang!

The Buckeyve Connection
400 N. BHigh Street
Columbus. OH 43215
(Columbus Convention Center)

614-228-0196

Fax 614-228-9033

Buckeye defenders couldnt wrap up run-
ning backs Curtis Enis and Anron Harris
in a 31-27 loas.

There had not been a performance
close to that one — until now. The
Buckayes were sure-handed with Irvin

but whiffed on Burke repeatedly in the
pocket and let MSU receivers slip away
an aCcasion.

“It was pretty frustrating,” Bailey said.
“You want to balance it out and stop both
facets of the game.”

=
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Throughout the football season,
BSE is publishing excerpts of Ohio
State head coach John Cooper's
postgame press conferences. Here
is what Cooper had to say follow-
ing the loss to Michigan .

COOPER: emed iy
thing that could have happened to us
today did happen to us, and like they
sav In coaching, in football it doesn't
catch up with you atches up

ith you. It ¢ s today

articularly in the sec-

and went 92

against our

took the ball
a touchdown
they made big plays — |
wide receivers did a great
uations against

yards for
dofense,

thought their
job in jump ball-type

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

Cooper Faces Music After Rare Home Defeat

us — and offensively we did not do a
¢ good job of handling the pressure
They brought pressure, pressure, pres-
sure, particularly the last time we got
the ball inside their red zone. They
were comi after us every down with

"y u've got to make plays

hen that h app
“You've
and adjus

o pive

ur route,

max protection
read their cover-

age and get the ball to the open guy,
and we di do that
“The ! o factor in

t t nr guy in
the back, I re ll]\ 1u‘1. now what you
do in that situation. It was a bad kick
and our guy was trying to block and it
hit him in the back and, of course
caught the ball. That was a big play in
the game.”

they
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# NCR Forms
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(Sending & Recelving)

THE QUICKPRINT CENTRE

1399 GRANDVIEW AVENUE » COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212
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The perfect
Christmas gift for
your favorite
Buckeye fans!

Written by Steve Greenberg
and Larry Zelina, Ohio State
'68: All the Way to the Top

! nvites every Buckeye fan to
relive the emotion and
cuphoria of cach game as
OSU rolled through the Big
Ten season and beat USC for
the nadonal championship.

L
Regular editlon—529.95" o

IlHIﬂ STATE «EB

A portion of the proceeds goes to the

Q: The last two drives of the game
offensively, Joe Montgomery comes in
and you pound it four or five plays in a
row and you have about five minutes to
go. Did you think about maybe going to
play-action? And then on the last drive
with about 1:30 left you had the ball on
the 15-yard line, was there considera-
tion after throwing it exclusively to go
to play-action?

COOPER: “Well, that’s real good
second-guessing. Looking back now, I
wish [ would have done that because
what we did didn't work. Obviously we
thought about it, but we didnt have
any timeouts left at the end of the ball
game, We thought about running a
sweep because they were blitzing
everybody. I thought about a draw play
oven.

“But we thought we could get the
ball to either David (Boston) or Dee
Miller, and we had gone right down the
field throwing the football. The series
before, we made o decision that, hey,
let's pound at them, and with fourth
down and o half-yard to go we run our
base play and they stufl us, so that's a
case where we didn't do a very good job
of handling them up front.”

Q: What was the defensive mix-up
when Randy (Homa) was coming off the
field and Clinton (Wayne) was coming
on and you had to take a timeout?

COOPER: “We went with the goal-
line defense and we thought we had 12
people on the field and we did not. That
wiis our mistake.”

= = OHIOSTATE 68: = =
ALL THE WAY TO THE TOP

Q: Did they
what you had
COOPER: s, They had blitzed
some this year, but not as much as they
did today. It's a situation where if they

blitz that much from

2

blitz and you pick it up, 'l. v don't blitz

m\num Obviously ¢ waell

coached and they're going to keep doing

Ii..it

( moke the

we didn’t

throw ‘lll. r:j,,,L pass, You know, give
them credit.

Q: Was Joe (Germaine) shoken up at

wer on the

all? It looked like he was
sideline rubbing his head

COOPER: "] did not
shaken up or not, I didn't
any real hard shots. He could
been, but I didn't think he was during
the game.”

Q: The irony of throwing for 300
yards four straight games and today
they throw for 300 yards, can you talk
about that?

COOPER: "“They made plays and
we didn't. When we were blitzing them,
they were throwing the ball down the
field, and their wideouts made great
plays against our defensive backs
today.

*It seemed like we didnt have the
ball at all in the third quarter. We make
the interception for the touchdown and
the next series [ think the ball hit us in
the back and they got the ball, Our
defense was on the field almost the
entire third quarter, yet we were lead-

him I!.Ih'

have

4.&«‘5

All the Way to the Top has been
released in a special leatherbound
edition, limited to only 500 copics
and signed by eight AllkAmericans
from the "68 team: Mike
Sensibaugh, Jim Otis, Jim
Sdllwagon, Mike Polaski, Dave
Foley, Rex Kern, Ted Provost,
and Jack Tatum. Also also signed
by authors Steve Greenberg and
Larry Zelina. Limited edidon only
available by calling 1-800-327-5557

Plus

Limited edition—$128.95° (=%

Ann and Woody Hayes Foundation.

To Order, Call 1-800-327-5557

Sports Publishing Inc. 804 N. Neil St. Champaign IL 61820

for first book
and $1.00 for each addl, book

www.SportsPublishinginc.com
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ing in the ball gnme

“The key play in the ball game, obvi-
cusly, was when Joe Germaoine fumbled
the football there on the third.down
play, and we were lucky they didn't pick

the ball up and run it for a touchdown. .

[ think Tyson Walter made a nice play
and they end up kicking a field goal,
and now we've got to score a touchdown
to win the game and we weren't able to
do that.”

Q: How impressed were you with
their offensive line?

COOPER: "I thought their offensive
line did a pretty good job inside. We
couldn’t rush them inside, and 1
thought they did a good job of protect.
ing the quarterback inside. They mixed
it up, they got their quarterback out-
side quite a bit and ran some plays
where they got the ball outside.”

Q: Was any of their success today
related at all to them making drastie
changes in anything you did not
expect?

COOPER: "No, | don't think so,
They didn't do anything we didn't
expect.”

Q: Did you see (Julian) Peterson
that much, 967 Had he shown up that
much in scout films you had seen? It
seemed he made play after play

COOPER: "Today he probably
played his beat ball game. Their best
lineman (Robaire Smith) got hurt early
in the ball game and went out, and
sometimes that'll fire you up

"Again, we let them live too long,

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998
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Instead of putting them away when we
had some opportunities, we let them
live, and of course it caught up to us.”

Q: What are your thoughts on their
defense?

COOPER: "I thought their defense
did a good job. Again, they kept us off
balance, They did a lot of blitzing and
we did not execute as well today as we

Plants |
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have in past ball games.”
Q: Did you sense any of this coming
at all in practice this week, or were you

sharp in practice?
COOPER: “No, I thought we had
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Your Old One e ;

Call 235-5000
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+ i

some good practice sessions this week. 1
don't think it had anything to do with
lack of preparation or lack of practice or
anything like that. We just didn't make
plays.”
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First of all, my apologies to Nick Saban
I've been ragging on him all season and his
Michigan State team came into Ohio
Stadium and appeared well-coached and —
perhaps more important — well-motivated.
His Spartans knocked off the No. 1 team in
the country, fair and square.

I still think the Buckeyes may have the
best team tn college football, and [ certain-
ly think they are better than Michigan
State. | don't think even Saban would
argue that

I think a lot of us, however, including
tenm members, got a little caught up in the
wuphoria of beating up on some pretty lame
football teams over the past fow weeks. We
ware spending too much time worrying
about travel plans and BCS standings with
a lot of football left to be played.

Some of the mistakes that the Buckeyes
were getting away with against teams like
INlinois or Northwestern came back to
haunt them against MSU. All those fum-
blos that bounced the Buckeyes' way early
in the season bounced toward the Spartans
on this Saturday. And the OSU offensive
line, suspect at times this year, didn't estab-
lish a strong ground game for the
Buckeyes, nor did it do a very good job of
protecting quarterback Joe Germaine.

Many had worried about Ohio State's
frequent inability to convert on short.
yardage situations. The Buckeyes hadn't
been in a situation where that inability had
made o difference. Against the Spartans,
whin they needed a yard on fourth down to
continue a potentially game-winning drive,
the big guys couldnt control the line of
scrimmage for Joe Montgomery.

Tha good news, if you ean eall it that, is
that when Michigan State’s Paul Edinger
kicked his fifth field goal, he put the
Spartans up by four points. Thus, the
Buckeyes had to go for a touchdown to win
the game. Given the way everything else
went for OSU, the results of trotting out

poor Dan Stultz to try to win the gume with
a field goal would have been fairly pre
dictable.

The Buckeyes were better off taking
their chances in the waning moments with
Germaine, who earned his stripes leading
the Buckeyes to victory in a similar situa-
tion st the Rose Bowl a couple of years
back. I'm sure the Buctkeyes and most of
their fans thought he could lead them back
when OSU took over with 1:39 to play. And
they probably thought he would lead them
to victory when he quickly marched the
Bucks down to the Spartan 15.

It was not to be this time,

The game was not lost on that final
drive, however. The Buckeyes should have
never let MSU back in the game after
jumping to a 24-9 lead on Damon Moore's
intercoption return. After weeks and weeks
of Fiesta Bowl talk, the Buckeyes, con-
sciously or subconsciously, pruhnl:‘lﬁruﬁ.gund
they would coast from there. But the
Spartans just kept coming.

My big quibbles about the way the game
was played are no different than those of

many.

First of all, I wonder why the Buckeyes
let Montgomery languish on the bench for
o long. He's been Eluyms as woll ax or bot-
ter than Michael Wiley over the past few
weeks, More important, he always provides
n spark for both the team and Buckeyes fans
when he comes in. And the Buckeyes defi-
nitely needed a spark agninst the hard-
charging Spartans.

And, while I was thrilled that the Bucks
went to the power game on their second-to-
last drive, everyone knows that diversity is
the strength of their offense. Those runs
should have been used to set up the passing
game that had clicked for over 300 yards for
{our weeks in a row,
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Buckeyes Failed To Respond In Tough Spot

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

ting plenty in the next few days. Gary
Gerken's been pretty positive so far this sea-
son. I'm sure he's banging out a letter as |
bang out this column. Do you want to wager
whether he mentions OSU's offensive line?

As Cooper sald, though, it easy for us
to second-guess. On the other hand, he's
paid the big bucks to make the right calls
and take the heat if those decisions fail,

The Fiesta Bow] is not completely out of
the picture just yet. Other tenms are sure to
lose and the Buckeyes might sneak in. And
a team coming out of another bowl game
might still have a shot at the national
fm if n bunch of teams end up with one
088,

Unfortunately, the reality is that this
was probably Ohio State's best chance at
the national erown in years and, perhaps,
for several years to come and 've pretty
much blown it. We'll see what the team is
made of as it tries to rebound from this dev-
astating loss, There's plenty left to play for
— n win over Michigan, n Big Ten crown, a
high national ranking.

If the Buckeyes do win out, thousands of
Buckeye fans will remain ecatatic, pointing
out how their team does great in recruiting,
is in contention for the national champi-
uns!;i&fﬁm, and sends lots of players to
the . At some point, however, you have
to jump up and grab the brass ring.

In sports, success is measured by cham-
pionships, not by number of times contend-
ing. Maybe there's a reason the Buckeyes'
stadium is nicknamed "the Horseshoe.”

It's a place where, for many, close
counts,

We're Still Giving A Trip Away

Our Buckeye Bow] Bonanza continues,
despite the Ohio State loss. We will be giv-
ing away a bowl trip for two, and though it
probably wen't be to the Fiesta Bow],
trips are always first-class regardless of
destination. A trip for two to the Rose Bowl
is cortainly still a possibility.

Don't forget that you can also get two
ER subseriptions to Buckeye Sports

ulletin for the price of one and be auto-

matically en! in the contest. See the ad
on page 34 for details or call (614) 486-2202
for more information

Dissenting Voice From The Balcony

While everyone heaps praise on the new
Schottenstein Center, let me be one of the
few people who have reservations about the
arenn, All right, I'm just whining because
my seats are horrible.

I'm sure I'm in the same boat as man
longtime ticket holders who didn't fi
over thousands of dollars for seat licenses.
1 had good — though not spectacular —
seats at St. John Arena for the last 13
years. That gave me 78 priority points,
which left me in the comner of the baleony
ot the new arena.

The problem at the Schottenstein
Center is that it's so big that if you're in the
balcony you are way removed from the
action. This is a really big building, folks.

1 know there are some other longtime
Buckeye basketball fans out there who
have bought their season tickets through
thick and thin who, after wiping the blood
from their nose, felt the same way I did
after getting to their new soats, But seat
licensing is the way of sports these days
and if | wanted better seats | should have
anted up the money.

With the whining out of the way, let me
say that I was extremely impreased with
the condition of the Schottenstein Center
on opening night. | feared the worst,
expecting to find construction areas, dust
and assorted disarray. But the building

was in excollent shape.

As someone who has sat with his feet in
pop on any number of occasions, my
favorite feature of the new arena is the cup
holders on the backs of the seats. The thing
I missed the most from St. John Arena is
the player scoring totals that were listed
on the old scorebonrd, as well as other fre-
quent statistical updates. Sources say that
will be addressed with those totals posted
on the corner matrix boards scon,

As for my first look at the basketball
team, Scoonie Penn seems to be the player
advertised. And Michael Redd was Michnel
Redd — outstanding. The player who real-
ly jumped out at me was Boban Savovie
He finished with eight points, but more
imgﬂi ssive was his six nssists, second only
to Penn's eight. Mark my wordas, this guy
will be a fan favorite, as will Penn.

It will be interesting to see how the new
arena holds noise and fan enthusiasgm once
it's filled and the Buckeyes find themselves
in a tight game. Will the place rock or will
the clamor be lost in the massiveness of the
building? Some of the fancy passing that
was displayed by the Buckeyes against the
One World All-Stars is bound to fire the

crowd up.

Rating The New Voice

Several of our lotter writers this week
mentioned Ohio State’s new radio voice,
Paul Keels. | try to monitor the radio broad-
casts and [ offer these thoughts on Keels as

com to the longtime radio voice of the
Bu , Terry So:sft?\.m
I think Keels has a great radio voice. He

has more of a sense of humor than Smith
and is loss of a “homer.” Keels makes a lof of
mistakes, however, mistakes on players,
downs, distance and the like. One thing
about Smith, he did his homework. Keels
probably does, too. Maybe he just needs to
slow down on the call and be sure of what
he's saying.

Speaking of letters, I'm sure weo'll be get-
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The Facts Man Poll

As people rush to John Cooper's
doorstep rendy 1o place the blame for the
Michigan State loss squarely on his
shoulders, they should take a step back
and realize that Cooper didn't fumble o
single time or miss & crucial block that
might have freed n running back.

He also wosn't o senior quarterback
making a freshman mistake by not tuck-
ing the ball of hitting his fullback in the
back. But the head man is ultimately
responsible, and Coopér was standup
after the defeat

Michigan State came in with a great
strategy — throwing jump Dballs over
0SU's short corners — and neutralized
Buckeye linebackers, Aside from a big hit
in the backfield, Andy Matzenmoyer was
o nonentity. And Na'll Diggs made eigm
of the quietest tackles you're ever going
to see. '

So where does that leave the national
title race? Sauarely in SEC country,
where Tennessee seizes the top spot
and Florida still hos an outside shol. And
don’t discount Florida State, which dis-
mantled Virginia, The winner of that
Sunshine State tussie Nov. 21 could be
the Vols' opponent, assuming UCLA
loses (it will) and Nebraska kicks Kansas
State (it might).

1. Tennesses (8-0)
Hansas State (9-0)
. Florida State (9-1)
+ UCLA (8-0)

. Texas ABM (9-1)

. Florida (8-1)

. Ohio State (8-1)

. Arizona (9-1)

. Texas (7-2)

10. Wisconsin (9-0)

Watch for the following to happen on
Nov. 14 — Konsas State ends its 29
yebr misery and beats Nebrasks, making
0SU followers miserable; Wisconsin
foses 1o Michigan: and untested
Arkonsas gots taken out to the wood
shed by Tennessee.

CouonLWN

— Mike Wachaman
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’ FOOTBALL SPECIALS ¢

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

?  NORTHLAND

W 2700 Northland Plaza
g 6999996

%%  MILL RUN

§ 23883 Park Mill Run Dr.
w  5876-4218

? <<« HIRING AT ALL LOCATIONS » ¢ +

“
P A A

WORTHINGTON MALL -
140 Worthington Square ‘
B8BB-5722 -
SAWMILL ‘
3675 W. Dublin-Granville Rd. “
761-2101 ‘
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