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'In This Issue Of BSB

* Bucks Down
Northwestern

Top-ranked g
Ohio State
got 100
yards and a
touchdown
on 17 car-
ries from
backup tall
back  and
Chicago
native Joe Montgomery in its 36-
10 win over Northwestern. Sec
story on pages 12-13.

Jae Montgomery

e D-Line Rotation

Works For OSU

BSHE delves Inside 0SU's 10-man
rotation along the defensive line,
loaking back at how all of these
players were used in a game earll-
er this season, See Football 101
on pages 26-27,

» Big Ten Cage
Coaches Meet

0SU  bas-
ketball
coaches Jim
0'Brien and
Beth Burns
were among
the coaches
in atten-
dance at the
Big Ten's
basketball
media day in Chicago Oct. 25. See
story on pages dd-45.

Beth Burns

* Hockey Squad
Salvages 1 Point

The Ohio State hockey team fell
at Notre Dame 3.0 Oct, 23. But
the Buckeyes rebounded to
tie defending CCHA champion

Michigan State 4-34 a night later. l
See story on page 3.

|
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Getting Defensive

Silver Bullets Rely On Relentless Effort

By MIKE WACHSMAN

Buckeye Sporis Bulletin Stafl Weiter

¢ coordinator, and
igh many sleepless
nights trying to figure out ways to beat
the Ohio State delense

Do you dare throw against the
nation's best secondary? Sure, you might
hit some underneath plays and maybe
break a tackle or two, but the air is not a
Yeor _\.' sure route L0 FUCCEAN,

That leaves the ground attack. The

Juckeves are ranked among the nation’s
best there, too, and unless you've got Ron
Dayne or Ricky Willams, any yardage
you get will be allowed mdgm;.'{y,

So what do you do?

“1 try to maybe overload one side and
try o get guys committed to one thing,”
linebacker Jerry Rudzinski said. “Put
trips out to the left and then run the play
right. Plays like that will confuse a
defense sometimes.”

Northwestern actually scored on a
play the Buckeyes worked against, a
middle screen to D'Wayne Bates that
went for a 60.vard first-quarter touch-
down.

But it never worked again because
08U coaches made the proper adjust-
ments and dropped the Buckeyes into
zone on third down, Bates hit his TD on
third-and-13 against a blitzing Buckeye
fefens

After that scor
nothing Northwestern
Buckeyes didn't stop, and OSU
a 36-10 win

OSU netted five sacks
three passes, and lmited the
Just 48 }':11tl~ on the g:li\lll'ld

“We just want to come out in
beginning of the game with a great at
tude.” end Rodney Bailey said. “Then we
come out in the second half and put on
more steam. We never lay off as the
game goes on. We just keep going.”

And thats why the Buckeyes are so
dangerous. They bring wave after wave
at foes, and it isn't just the stars that do
it

you ve

was really
the

eruised to

therd

that

picked off
Vildeats 1o

Sophomore end Brent Johnson had a
sack and an  interception against
Northwestern, tackle Clinton Wayne
picked off a pass. and rookie tackle Ryan
Pickett played his beat game, nabbing a
sack and collapsing the pocket with reg-
ularity

Fven linebacker
most congistent del
sturt of the Big T
alded as a lorce

The focus 15 on

Na'il Diggs, OSUs
force since the
n season, ‘wasn't her-
1 the scason opened

our supposed super-

'Y

HOFFMAN HURTING

— Northwestern

L17 EALH

quarterback Gavin

Hoffman attempts to elude Ohio State defenders Clinton Wayne
90) and Jerry Rudzinski (35) in the Wildcats' loss to OSU, The
Buckeye defense has proven itself one of the best in the country.

stars, but I think our whole team is full
of superstars,” linebacker Andy
Katzenmoyer said. “We're all playing
well together and focused on one goal.”

Coming Out Of The Blocks

Northwestern struck early, putting up
10 first-half points before striking out
the rest af the way.

Teams seem to catch OSU early,
before the Buckeyes have had a chance
to get into the flow of the game

“It should start in the first quarter,
but the way things have been going,
teams have been able to come out and
put a few pointy on the board,” Diggs
said. “That's not something we like at all,
50 wo come out in the second half al fired

up
The fire-and-brimstone attitude,
m..a:mwr.zf:“

Ny .

-

along with fresh legs, seems to wear
opponents down

“After we put on the steam, they don’t
come at us as hard” safety Gary Berry
said

Vith the remainder of Obio State's
schedule «devoid of ranked teams —
although Michigan could be by the time
they hook up on Nov. 21 — it looks like
the Buckeyes will have to manufacture
reasons to got hyped. That's not always
casy against the league's losser lights

“It's not hard, but it is challenging for
a team to play a non-ranked team that
hasn't really done anything late in the
season,” Diggs said, “It's hard to come
out and play them as hard as we played

Continued On Page 10
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Bucks Will Be Sweating BCS Points

As the leaves turn to brown and we
realize, yos, summer is definitely over, it
is time in the college football world to
begin jockaying for bow] position.

BSB went to press at midday on Oct.
26, roughly eight hours before the Bowl
Championship Series was set to
announce its first weekly edition of its
rankings o= part of ABC's Monday Night
Football.

I guess wo can look forward to seeing
updated editions of the “official® BCS
numbers each week on MNF. (You've got
to hand it to those ABC people — they are
on the ball.)

Anyhoo, we've all seen the projections
by now — three sats of them each week,
all with differing numbers.

But I think it's pretty clear that, while
Ohio State has a commanding lead in
both the Associated Press and coaches
polls, UCLA will be the top-ranked team
in the BCS standings with OSU a close
second.

That really doesn't bother me. In fact,
1 think these results spotlight that this
system actually works.

On merit, | believe these are the top
two teams, apologies to Tennessee and
Kansas State, and that is what is most
impartant

After all, the Buckeyes aren't going to
get a seven-point lead in the Fiesta Bowl
just because they're the No. l-ranked
BCS team. All that matters is that the
nation’s best two teams are in Tempe to

ftew 1t up,
I will say the strength-of-schedule
component gets to be a bit nebulous, espe-

cially when you have four high-powered
teams from different conferences who are
unbeaten.

Bevond its singular component,
strength of schedule also figures into the
three computer polls that are used in the
BCS system.

And while the Buckeyes thought they
had their bases covered with a strong
non-conference season, a weekend like
the latest one — when West Virginia loses
late to Miami (Fla.) and Missouri nearly
upsets Nebraska — appears to be devas-
tating.

Within the Big Ten, all OSU needs is
for the teams it playe and defeats to
knock off Wisconsin and Purdue every
time they play them. That's because OSU
gets the points either way in all other Big
Ten games, provided it wins out.

But, while [ like where this 1s headed,
1 can see how some people are a bit wary,

“I couldn't care what the BCS poll is,”
OSU coach John Cooper said after his
team's win over Northwestern. *1 could
care less about the BCS poll.”

When asked to expand on his beliefs
about this new system on another occa-
sion, Cooper replied, “It's crazy. I'm sitting
here rooting for the teams West Virginia
plays and the teams Toledo plays to win.
What does that have to do with how good
we are?”

But despite the lack of help OSU got
from WVU and Mizzou this past weekend
and from the Big Ten as a whole, I think
the Buckeyes are still sitting pretty.

1 say that because one component ol
the BCS system remains the average of
the AP and coaches polls. As long as OSU
maintains the top spot in those polls, it
wll have just one point there. For a Na. 3-
ranked team to vault over OSU and steal
a BCS top-two spot, it hus to overcome i
difference of at least 1.5 BCS points (2.5

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
i ’-;.‘~¢IF3=-.-'-" 1
- with -

~ Steve Helwagen
to OSU's 1.0).

That seems hard to imagine, especial-
ly since OSU figures to stay at or near the
top of the various computer rankings and

will remain at or below one point in.

strength of schedule once Michigan is
added in (that game is still on, by the

way),

If 1 had to sit here and project things
the way 1 see them today, 1 would say
Ohio State would play UCLA in the
Fiesta Bowl.

The Rose Bowl, to my understanding,
would then have free rein'to take the next
two teams since it gives up its two tie-in
teams to the Fiesta Bowl.

But the SEC champion (likely
Tennessee) and probably the ACC cham-
pion (even with one loss, Florida State
has already clinched this, hasn't it) would
be off-limita becauso of tie-ins to the
Sugar and Orange bowls, respectively.

The boys in Pasadena have to be sali-
vating at the thoughts of Notre Dame —
which stands at 5-1 with just one team
with a winning record (USC at 5-2) left —
finishing 10-1. They could be paired with,
in my mind, either K-State or Nebraska
from the Big 12 or a 10-1 Penn State
team. My bet would be K-State, if it wina
out, since it travels so well.

By the way, Penn State goi

from
and assures Michigan at Joast o third Joss,

Somewhere in here, somebody from
the Big East — no, they haven't canceled
that league's slate yet — fits in. We don't
know who and we don't know where, but
they would be the last pick for sure.

if I had to fill out my bracket, I'd go
with Tennessoe against Nebraska or
Penn State in the Sugar and Florida
State against Weat Virginia in the
Orange.

Put Wisconsin in the Citrus and
Michigan in the Outback. The Big Ten's
bow] tie-ins with the Alamo, Sun and new
Sunshine Classic are in danger if nobody
olse from the confierence can become bowl-
eligible (Minnesota's win over Michigan
State all but crushes MSU's hopes with
games with OSU and Penn State left).

The talk radio prattle insists on some
type of playoff. I do not buy the idea that
a three-week Decoruber playoff would
affect student-athletes, especially since
they're out of school by that time.

But as someone who lives to make
travel arrangements, I can tell you it

10-1 pre-
unbeaten

would not work from the standpoint of
trying to transport hordes of fans to
remote neutral locations for quarterfinal
and semifinal games,

That's why the NFL plays its playoffs
to get to the Super Bowl in home sites.
Maybe that's an answer, with the higher
seeds hosting the games.

I can assure you, however, that we
should get used to the current BCS sys-
tem: The powers that be have signed off
on that for at least the next three years.

Quick Quips

* We are looking forward to our guid-
eod media tour through the close-to-com-
plete Jerome Schottenstein Center this
week.

One reporter who does not amaze eas-
ily came away awestruck at his recent
tour of the facility.

1 have to wonder, though, who is going
to buy tickets to all of the high-priced con-
certs and special events, which are liter-
ally stacked on top of one another it
seeins.

* In the same vein, 1 have to question
what's happening with OSU basketball.

The men's team had its photo day on
Oct. 14, then opened practice Oct. 17.
08U scheduled a media day for Oct. 23 at
the end of the first week of practice.

But most of the Columbus sporta press
corps were either in Chicago or en route to
the Windy City to cover the football
Buckeyes. Long story short, hardly any-

lu% attended

ranted, practice had just started and
there wasn't a lot to talk about. But nine
days between interview days for this pro-
gram is too long. On the day we mail this

issue, the first serimmage — and first
major event in the arena — is just a week
away.,

Sure, OSU is No. 1 in football, but the
clamor for Scoonie Penn et al. should
already be reaching a fever pitch

Unfortunately, it is not.

I'vee said this time and time again, but
apparently it bears repeating: This is a
program that still needs all the good PR it
c:lm get, especially with 19,500 seats to
fill,

Then again, maybe Jim O'Brien has
decided to sell his program the old-fash-
ioned way — by buckling down hard,
focusing on practices, and winning a fow

s,

« Everything we hear points to Notre
Dame being introduced as a new Big Ten
moember sometime soon.

The two sides seem to be beyond the
kissing stage. You have to wonder,
though, if ND's BCS opportunities this
year — and the potential to earn its own
spot without the Big Ten's help in years to
came — will hinder any further progress.

337-9696 Gahanna
235-9696 Bexley
1-800-372-6335

seateY

Fiesta DBowl

Roundtrip Air Transportation

3 or 4 Night Accommodations
Reserved Game Ticket :
Airport / Hotel / Game Transfers
Taxes and Gratuities

Tailgate Party

Packages

Package Will Include:
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Continued From Page 1

Penn State. It's mentally hard because
they have nothing to lose.”

Competitions within each unit —
sacks for linemen, tackles and big playa
for linebackers, intercoptions for the sec-
ondary — keep the Buckeyes focused and
motivated for the stretch run

“We're playing pretty good,” corner-
back Anteine Winfield anid. "We allowed
a couple of plays teday and meased up
same coverages. But we're out there
making plays, flying around and trying
to score every weok, You'll see by the end
of the year I'll have my share of picks.
But it doean’t matter who does it, really.
That's why this defense is so good."

To hear some guys tell it, the
Buckeyes aren't as good as some might
think

“We're playing well, but we can get
better, honestly,” Rudzinski said. “We
need to work on our consistency, On
Northiwestern's touchdown, we went out
and played lights-out on the first two
downs, then on third down we gave up a
big play, We have to perform three out of
three plays instead of two out of three

“If we're in the top five (of all cate-
gories), that's great. But we're shooting
to be the best.”

But Rodzinski alse knows that
shutouts — like the ones OSU put up
against Tolede and [linois — will make
for some happier times around the old
homestead

“When you shut & team out, there
won't be many complaints,” Rudzinski
said, *We'll watch the fillm after a
shutout, and of course the coaches are
still eritical. But there's a lot of amiling
going on when you shut out a team
That's about as close to perfect as you're
Euing o get ¥

Perfection is indeed what OSU is
striving for, and should the Buckeyes
run the table and finish the season

. -

TOURNAMIENT

CLASSIC GAMES

auaLITY

Originally Published: Oct. 31, 1998

Still Room To Improve; OSU Defenders Say

WAYNE WAKES UP THE WILDCATS — Ohio State defensive

T DN

tackle

Clinton Wayne (90) attempts to outrun Northwestern fullback Levelle
Brown (34) to the end zone. Brown caught Wayne, who covered 17
yards on an interception. Na'il Diggs (32) attempts to run interference.

ranked No.1, odds are high that they'll
be playing in the national champi-
onship game

Right now the hest bet for an oppo-
aent would be UCLA and its high-pow-
ered offense, more than a match for the
Buckeyes. But before they start thinking
about the Bruins or anyone clse, they
want to get some things done.

*I think it would be natural to start

BILLIARD TARLIS .
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BICK & DINING
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Only $2.00

Grilled Outside on the Patio  _

*» CIGAR LOUNGING FULL

BANCING

SWINDG

talking about the computer points and
those typea of things, but we do a good
job of focusing on our task,” Rudzinski
said. "We've had a couple of years where
if we had won all our games and not wor-
ried about other people, we'd have some
national championship rings. We've
learned from that in recent years. We
know that if we win out, good things will
happen.*

LIvVE BAMNDS

NOILYIAWIS JINOCELIDIEND

SINVYD

AlEvd TLVWAINM

GOLF SIMULATOR

Primed For The Finish

The stretch run of the Big Ten won't
be an easy one for the Buckeyes. While
upcoming opponenta don't sport gaudy
records, there are different things to
worry about,

Indiana has an option threat in quar.
terback Antwaan Randle El, one of the
brightest new stars on the Big Ten hori-
zon. OSU needs to play him as well as it
did Missouri's Corby Jones earlier this
season if prosperity is to continue.

Michigan State likes to grind it out
with burly, shifty tailback Sedrick Irvin
But they can also go to the air attack,
with 6-6 Plaxico Burress getting the
majority of work.

Iowa may have discovered a weapon
in quick tailback Ladell Betts, who
exploded onto the scene with recent out-
ings of over 100 yards

And then there's Michigan. The
Wolverines have struggled to find offense
this season, but you just know they'll be
firing on all cylinders when they enter
Ohio Stadium Nov. 21, aspirations of
spoiling the Buckeyes' dream at an all-
time high.

So there's still work to be done

*This wasn't our best game,” Diggs
said after the Northwestern outing
“Penn State was our most intense, emo-
tional game we've played this year
They're a strong Big Ten team, they were
ranked in the top 10, and we were really,
really focused.

"That's how we have to play this last
stretch of gamos, When we come out
ready W go Daginning, il hoarsd
to move the ball on us. Our caches do a
groal job adjusting, and Uy Lot us ae
athletes make plays, Northwestern got
one, and it was a good play. But you saw
we shut them dawn the rest of the way

“That's what we'll have to do the rest of
the season if we want to reach our goal.”

The benchmark for Ohio State defens-
e under John Cooper would likely be the
1996 group that {eatured Mike Vrabel,
Matt Pinkes and Luke Fickell up frant,
Shawn Springs, Ty Howard and Rob
Kelly in the secondary, and Greg
Bellisari and Ryan Miller showing the
way for Katzenmoyer at linchacker

The individual stars may not be there
this time around — at least on & house-
hold recognition basis — but that's why
these Buckeyes are so good

“It just shows that anyone can do it,”
Digga said. “It points out that Andy,
Antoine, me and Damon (Moore), we're
not the only ones out there. There are
linemen, and they play as well as they
can. Today they made somie plays and
played hard. Teams can't just gear up to
take one of us out of & play because some-
one else will atep up.”

Sounds like it's time for offensive
architects in the Big Ten to keep the cof
feepot percolating and the projectors
whirring. It's going to be another long
night

Good News Travels Fast

Columbus Unforgettables |
Announces New Prices:
§$16.95 Per Book

$45.00 For a Set of 3 Volumes
Avallable At Your Favorile Book Store
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

OSU Depth Does In NU

Buckeyes Cruise To 36-10 Win [e" ==J

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeys Sports Bulletin Editor

With Ohio State on top of the national
polls, ita top players — your Joe
Germaines, Andy Katzenmoyers and
Antoine Winfields — have become fairly
will- klmwu

on Oct £< |1Eu.nmu._s tlu., tn am is more
than just a handful of stars

“We're certainly not one-dimensional,”
spid OSU conch John Cooper after his
Buckeyos prevailed before 47,130 at Ryan
Field. *We foel like we have some depth.”

Examples of this team's depth includ-
t'(l'

* Backup tailback Joe Montgomery, a
Chicago native, rushing 17 times for a
game-high 100 yards and a touchdown

* Tight end John Lumplin again step-
ping into the spotlight with a highlight-
reel 35-yard touchdown catch where he
took the ball away from an NU defender

* Defensive linemen Brent Johnson
and Clinton Wayne and freshman safety
Steve Bellisan all notching interceptions
Johnson was ulso among a group of
Bue who combined to register o soa-
son-high five quarterback sacks

“The focus is on our supposed supeTs-
tars, but | think our whole team s full of
superstars,” said Katzenmoyor, OSU
Butkus Award-winning Hnebacker. “We're
all playing well together and focused on
one goal "

That isnt to say OSU's established
stars didn't get into the act

Germaine, OSU%s standout quarter-
back, eclipsed the 300-yard barrier for the
third consecutive game. He completed 19
of 35 passes for 342 yards and three

MUSICAL

touchdownas against one interception.

“It's exciting for our offense to know we
can put up some numbers like that,”
Germaine said. "] think we can do better
than that. [ thought we were kind of up
and down, Northwestern had a lot to do
with that. They took away some of our key
plays.”

Germaine did most of his business
with split end David Boston, who hauled
in eight catches for 171 yards and a pair
of scores

But while the Buckeyes (7-0, 4-0 Big
Ten) appeared to have the game in control
most of the way, it wasn't until they
tacked an a pair of second-half scores that
they finally put the Wildcats (2.6, 0.5)
away.

“We stopped ourselves at times,”
Cooper said, “We jumped offsides and had
somo illogal motion penalties, Wo had a
key penalty we overcame on one touch-
down drive.”

‘It was & heck of a defensive offort by
our coaches and players,” NU coach Gary
Barnett said, despite the fact OSU piled
up 524 yards total offense. *Tt was frus.
trating to stand on the sidelines and
watch our offense not be able to capitalize
on what they gave us

“If there was ever a mhie .'.ul for us o
take advantage of, that was

Germaine himself had !.ronhh: finding
the open man early in the game. But he
oredited OSUs relontless nature for
another relatively easy win.

“We have a great offensive scheme,”
Germaine said. “If something doesn't
work, we have confidence and know the
next thing will.”

Defensively, the Buckeyes slammad
the door again, allowing just one touch-
down on a catch-and-run screen pass from

Y pALriN

GOOD TO BE BACK HOME — Ohio State senior tailback Joe
Montgomery had his best day of the season against Northwestern,
rambling for 100 yards and a touchdown. Montgomery hails from
Oak Lawn, Ill., a suburb of Chicago.
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

Gavin Hoffman to D'Wayne Bates

"They had o great call on their one
touchdown,” Cooper said. “They got the
ball to Bates, and he is a great player”

Otherwise, though, the Buckeyea con-
founded Hoffman, who ended up 15 of 38
for 173 yards and two interceptions, and
stopped the Wildeats for just 48 yards
rushing on 30 attempta

“In the first half, they came out with
same tricky stufl” said OSU linebacker
Na'll Digge, who notched a team-high 11
tackles. *They had a good play — one good
play.”

As It Happened

Ohio State opened the scoring on its
first possesaion of the game, moving 63
vards in five plays. Germaine found plen-
ty of ranning room, going for 18 yvards on
o keeper down to the NU 28,

Two plays later, tatlback Michael Wiley
went left behind blocks by center Kurt
Murphy, fullback Matt Keller and fanker
Dee Miller for the 28-vard touchdown
putting OSU up 7-0 with 12:32 left in the
first quarter

After registering a thind consecutive
three-and-out on defense, the Buckeyes
drove 63 yards on 10 plays, The key play
was Germamnes 20-yard pass to Boston
But the drive stalled at the NU 20, and
the Buckeyes settled for Dan Stultz's 37-
yard field goal and a 10-0 lead with 5:31
left in the first quarter

Northwestern answered with a four-
play, T5-yurd scoring drive to mount its
lone touchdown of the day. Hoffman hit
his star receiver Bates on an inside
screen. He avoided three OSU tackle
atternpts and used some nifty running to
go 60 yards for the touchdown and trim
this lead to 10-7 with 407 left in the first.

“They caught us blitzing seven or sight
guys,” Katzenmoyer said. *We call it a
choap touchdown.”

Bates added, “They had an eight-man
blitz and, really, | would have been mad at
mysell if | hadnt scored on that.”

Ohio State moved ahead 17-7 with o
five-play, 75-yard sconng march, The big
play was Germaine’s 30-yard pass to
Boston down the right sideline. NUbd

Fxams * Contact Lenses * Treatment of

dﬁ? Rinkov Eyecare Center
Dr. Mark H. Rinkov & Associates

OPTOMETRISTS
Family Eyecare at Affordable Fees

Napoleon Harris was assessed a personal
foul for shoving Boston onto the asphalt
out-of-bounds, moving the ball to the NU
20

Three plays later, Montgomery went
right through a huge hole and broke sev-
era) tackles before shrugging off NU'
Harold Blackmon and Barry Gardner at

the 3 on a 19-yard touchdown run with.

2:21 left in the first.

Northwestern got on the board again
midway through the second quarter. The
Wildcats drove to the OSU 22 bui had to
accept Brinn Gowina' 39-yard field goal to
trim the margin to 17-10 with 6:32 left in
the first hall.

The second quarter was also marked
by a pair of interceptions by OSU defen-
give linemen Wayne and Johnson. The
second one, by Johnson at the NU 28, set
up O5U'% third touchdown. It took four
plays to convert the turnover as
Gurmaine rolled left on fourth-and-17 and
throw deep to Lumplan

Lumpkin made & nice eatch over NU
linobacker Conrad Emmerich for the 35
yard scoring strike

“1 rolled out left and they had taken
Dee Miller away,” Germaine said. “John
came open behind the safety. With his
height, | just wanted to give him a shot. [
threw a jump ball to him, and he toolk it
away from hum and made a great catch.”

Lumpkin added, “He had position on
that play bocause the ball was short. 1
was able to reach over the guy and get the
ball.”

While everything was good with the
catch, Lumpkin made the mistake of
showing Emmerich the ball and wans
assessed a persanal foul penalty. That
shoved OSU back for a 36-yard PAT
attempt by Stultz. The kick sailed wide
left, but OSU still led 23-10 with 1:46 left
in the first hall.

“That play gave us some momentum
and kind of got the ball rolling,” Germaine

"l'“d

The Buckeyes got back into the end
zone again late in the third quarter, dri-
ving 76 yards in five plays. Gennaine and
Boston hooked up for gains of 24 and 12
yarda before going deep into the right cor-

» Diseases * Glasses

Exclusive 2 year [ree eyeglass warranty

Guaranteed success contact lens program

Evening and Saturday hours

Downtown — 81 E. Gay St., Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 224-2414

West — 4864 W. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43228
(614) 878-7771

ner for a 37-yard touchdown. Boaton got
behind*NU's Gerald Conoway and Mike
Nelson Jr.

“That was o streak route,” Germaine
sald. "It was one-on-one coverage and we
thought it was a good mateh-up for us, He
made a good catch on that guy.”

Leading 29-10 with 2:31 left in the
third, Cooper opted for a two-point conver-
sion play. The Buckeyes overloaded the
right side with three receivers, but
Germaine's pass back across the grain was
intercepted by NU's Mycal Jones.

Ohio State struck once more in the
fourth quarter, driving 87 yards in seven
plays. Germaine hit Miller for 32 yards
down the left sideline to set up his 31-
yard TD pass down the right side to
Boston, pushing the lead to 36-10 with
8:11 left

“That one was a post route,” Germaine
said. “Dee Miller did a great job. He did &
good job of taking the safety away and
making him honor his route. David was
fortunate to get behind him

“All good receivers have that extra
gear, and he caught up to that one and
made a great catch.”

Consecutive sacks by Diggs and Pickett
thwarted an NU scoring threat at the
0SU 22 with 3:34 left, and the Buckeyes
simply ran the final 1:35 out after Bellisari
intercepted NU backup passer Nick
Kreinbrink,

Game Notes

* The 500-yard effort was O5U's sixth
in seven games. Penn State was the only
game OSU failed to reach that mark.

“That's something we rack up week in
and week out, and we hope we can contin-
ue to do that,” Lumplin said, “Joe s just a
real efficient passer. 1f you stop him in one
half, we'll make some adjustments in the
second half”

Leading Uy just 13 points at halftime,
Germaine was especially sharp in the
third quarter. He completed 10 of 13 pass-
es for 168 yards in that period

“Wa didnt move the ball as well as we
wanted to early, and we definitely had to pick
it up in the second half” Germaine =aid

* The Buckeyes may be on their way to
becoming college football royalty, but more
than a few eyebrows raised with 2:30 left
in the game when the public address
announcer said, “The OSU tackle was by
King and Queen”

Of course, he was referring to backups
Percy King and Heath Queen, who teamed
up to stop NU's Tyrone Gooch for a 4-yard
gain

¢ The OSU defense deserves even more
praise after limiting a fourth consecutive
opponent to under 80 yurds rushing.

The Buckeye defense has also gone
eight quarters in secand-half play without
allowing an opponent to score. That
streak, which discounts a Minnesota safe-
ty scored on the OSU punt team, dates to
the Penn State game

» OSU's win streak over Northwestern
improved to 21 straight, including a per-
foct 8-0 undor Cooper. OSU's last loss to
the Wildcats was o 14-10 defeat at Ohio
Stadium in 1971

OSU haan't lost in Evanston since 1958
(21-0).
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The Buckeyes could have
periodic  offensive stn
Northwestern on a alopp
down day by their quarterback, or even the
lack of 1 vation that comes with playing
yot another second<division Big Ten team

Instead, the Buckeyes say, they were too
pumped up

Bad blood was still spilling from the fiact
that the Wildeats stole OSU's Rose Bowl slot
in 1995 and shared the Big Ten title with
the Buckeyes in 1996. NU wasnt happy
with petting bombed in Columbus last year
and wanted to show more fght this time

The result was a game fraught with
penalties, miscues and post-play gab, all
which seemed to leave OSU a hittle digjoined
offensively:

“Maybe we were out there running our
mouths a little too much and pushing people
around,” said OSU fullback Matt Keller. *T
don't think I've ever played in a dirtier foot-
ball gume than that, Its o shame. And it
kind of took us out of our game

“1 guoss them trash-talking and all their
late stufl kind of worked to their advan.

tage.”

One Buckeye who seems to thrive in
such situations is running back Joe
Montgumery, who made no apologies for his
toam’s attitude

*l think a lot u'h va had o lot of extim
motivation again,” he said. “A couple years
ago those guys were 1|II..hu|.+ at us when
they kept us from getting in the Rose Bowl

A few of the guys felt offended '1 Wy were
daing a lot of dirty things like pushing and
twisting and t]mu; like that. But that's part
of football. We're not here to ery. We're hare
to play football ™

Offensive coordinator Mike Jacobs told
his players at halflime that they were oo
classy an outfit to be engaging in all the
talking and unpleasantries One such trans-
greasion by John Lumplan » sacked OSU
with a 15yard taunting penalty after a
score and ml them the extra point when
Dan Stultz pulled the attempt

The Buckeyes buttoned it up for the
maost part in Liu' second half and lll]ll’lllb ated
to the tune of 13-0

blaméd ther

Originally Published: Oct. 31, 1998

Once They Got Going, Bucks Tough To Stop

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

But they left town knowing they werent
anywhere near sharp with the ball

“We're greedy.” nght guard Ben Gilbert
sadd, “Every time we get the ball we want to
score a touchdown. If we don't score three
drnives in a row we look around like, Huey,
what’s goingon.'”

Added Montgomery, “Thats one thing
that marks a great football team — we did-
n't play our best game and we know it, but
we still cume out with a victory”™

Offensive captain Joe Germaine expects
OSU% thirst for top-notch play will contin-
ue

“There are o lot expectations for our
toam,” said the senior quarterback. “We've
ot o lot of things going for us and we're 7-0,
#0 | guess there's pressure to perform per-
fectly. We undemstand thats probably not
going to happen, but we are constantly
pushing ourselves to reach a new level”

Germaine-Like, Or Not

Thee high expectations for the offense are
reflected mostly in Germaine, who by his
standards struggled badly in the second
quarter but still finished 19 of 35 for 342
yards and three touchdowns

Shaking off a rather unimpressive half
and an — W boune u
1;1:1 M\I.u]rwiuﬁ“ 'Iudl t\i T
his damage in the third qu.uu-r by mmplut
ing 10 of 13 passes for 168 yands. He also
added a picturesque 31-yard touchdown
strike to David Boston in the fourth quarter
that capped the day:

“ thought we were kind of up and down
throughout the game, and Northwestern
liad a lot to ciu-wuh that,” Germaine said. T
thought they did a good job of taking away
some of our key plays.

“But we have a great olfensive scheme

Central Ohlos Most Con plete Club

Save $100 off the in

*offer good on annual agreement

Continental Athletic Club

6124 Busch Blvd.
(in the Continent)

846-8400

BOSTON SCORES — OSU receiver David Boston stretches out to
make a touchdown grab in front of Northwestern defensive back
Fred Wilkerson. Boston had eight catches for 171 yards and a pair
of touchdowns in OSU’ 36-10 win over the Wildcats.

and our conches e always guing bo oooe
up with the right play. 1f {t doesn work for
5‘ weo stlll have confidence

MALOVEr TRANIL, W
that the next one will.”

Of course, having receivers like Boston
and Miller can keep your spirits up. They
both committed a drop early on and didnt
burst in some routes, but they went on to
combine to catch 14 of Germaine's passes for
266 yards

“There were a fow times Dee and |
weren't on the same page with Joe, but we

T -
America’s S #1 Comedy nght Club
Featuring the
Best in Live
Stand-Up

Frnade ol enwves dies mt Dasbflone st
went out in the socond half and did our job,”

Bowton wabd.

“They shuffled their guys around and
mixed their coverages up a little bit, and
sometimes its hard to pick all that up. It
was patience on our part. You can't go out
there and complote ev ball every play
But you've got to stay confident, an d we're
confident what we do in practice will work
in games eventually”

Sometimes free-lance plays work, too.

Showtimes:
Monday 8 p.m.

Tuesday - Thursday 8:30 p.m.
Friday 8 p.m. (Non-Smoking) & 10:15 p.m.
Saturday 7:45, 10 p.m. & Midnight
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

Germaine was credited with a 35-yard TD
on his heave to Lumpkin that preceded the
taunting penalty and gave OSU a 23-10
halftime lead. He'l take it.

“That was very big,” he said. "It gave us
mementum and kind of got the ball rolling
for us. | just wanted to give John a shot with
his height, and with him being o basketball
player he just jumped up and took it away
from the guy”

But as for his day, Germaune was his nor-
mal shoulder-shrugging self.

“It was a quiet 300, IT1 tell you that,” he
said. “I don't know if it was surprising with
our receivers, but it took some work. That’s
why we play the gumes.”

Keller also found Germaine's 342 yards a
ho-hum statistic.

“With Joe, you know he's always going to
be productive. Sometumes its more quiet
than other days,” Keller said. *1 didnt even
know he had 300 yards, but that's the norm
for him anymore.”

Jocobs said his view from the press box
left him both thrilled and concerned depend-
ing on the play.

“That last touchdown was a great throw
and catch,” he said. “That got me a little
notsy. Overall, we knew wo were geotting
some and yet you could see we were missing
some opportunities.”

Another Boston TL Party

Germaine's final numbers were impres-
sive, but it also would be difficult to overlook
Boston.

The sensational junior not only racked
up 171 yards on ecight catches, he also
leapfrogged Cris Carter to claim the top spot
on OSU's earver touc recoptions list.
Boston camie in with 26 such scores, one
behind Carter, but he moved to 28 for s
carver with two diving TD grabs in the sec
ond halll

“said. “T don't worry about the records

and 1 guess the records will come,” Boston
is

“(But) it’s a great feeling. Cris Carter is a
great athlete and a great player. He's made
plays all his life, It feels good to be associat-
ed with him."

Jocobs moade sure to congratulate his
split end afterward. -

“Anytime you're involved with a name
like Cris Carter and breaking a record such
as David has done, thats real special”
Jacobs said. “He ought to feel real honored
to be mentioned inuliml catogory, and he is.

“He's an amazng athlete. If you can get
the ball up there and protect, he can do
some great things for you.”

Hometown Hero

Another Buckeye who had a memorable
day was Montgomery, who recorded an even
100 yards in 17 carries in front of 22 rela.
tives from his nearby hometown of Qak
Lawn, I1.

“It folt good to see my family in the
stands, and it made me come in with an
extra motivation,” he said.

Montgomery seems to be near plum out
of extra motivation these days. He's publicly
drawn on things like his rough background,
moving ug and down the depth chart, a
gruesome injury, and whatever else to
spur him to better play.

No matter the inspiration, Montgomery
is moaking his presence known almost as
soon as he shoots in from the sideline to
spell starting tailback Michael Wiley.

He carried the ball the first four plays he
was on the field against Northwestern and
gained a pair of first downs with 33 yards.
Most noteworthy was his fluidity on sweeps.

“1 saw a lot of overflow on those runs and
1 just read my blocks and the line did a great
Jjob," e said. *T cut it up a couple times and

“with a nifty 28-yarder

got good yards."

Wildcats Dine On OSU Line

t once again in the Northwestern
gaume were the contin struggles of the
offensive line, a problem that may be lead-
ing to a lack of confidence by Wiley. The
shifty back scored the first TD of the day
around left end but
finished with 37 yards in 13 carries.

Germaine suffered two sacks, several
hurries and threw on the run much more
than usual. And along with protection prob-
lems, the trench men committed several
penalties.

“There’s a lot of inconsistency out
there,” Gilbert said. “It seems like we're
always one block or one cut by the back
away from really breaking one, and that's

really frustrating. But I thought we did

OK toward the end and toward the
beginning, so you do what you've got to do
to win.”

Jacobs was most alarmed with the major

in the second quarter.

“l thought we came out and had a

great first quarter. We had 17 points on
board and we were moving the b?

en for

Miscellaneous Notes

* With t..e Ryan Field sod still smarting
from a slop-iest with Michigan in the rain a
week earlier, the Buckeyes made sure to
attack the outside of the field, which held up
much better. Wiley turned the corner on his
TD run, and a majority of Germaine's first-
half passes were flung to the outside

*1 think one thing that we can hang our
hat on on offense is we've got a lot of speed,”
Germaine said. "1 think it would be foalish of
us not to try to take advantage of that out-
side. The field was a little sloppy between
the hashes — basically it was out there
- 80 that went into our thoughts.™

In the second half, OSU regrouped offen-
sively with more slants and up-the-gut
runs, which put the field factor to rest

“At Ohio State we don't worry about
things like the field" Monigomery said
“Sure there were tough conditions, but at
the same time nothing keeps us from win-
ning. I guess those are Coach Cooper
semantics.”

* OSU was a woeful 3 of 17 on third-
down conversions, the worst such showing
for the season. The Buckeyes came into the
game with a 48 percent success rate on pick-
ing up third downs. OSU also failed to con-
vert a fourth-down play for just the second
time all season. That occurred when
Germaine misfired while rolling out and
looking for Boston on fourth-and-4 from the

NU 23.

* The Buckeyes surpassed the 500-yard
plateau for total offense for the sixth time in
seven games with a net of 524 va
Northwestern. _
0SU, however, also amassed 82 yards in
penalties with an even 10 infractions. That
put OSU over the 500 mark for penalty

this season. A vast majority of
OSUs 57 penaltion have been on the
offense,
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 36, Northwestern 10

05U coach John Cooper assessed his defen-
sive line after its three-sack, two-interception
performance: I thought our defensive line
played protty good. Wa're gotting a little bit bot-
tor pass rush. We're making him (the quarter-
back) read on the run and make some secondary
throws.”

08U linobacker Na'il Diggs also weighed in for
the D-ine, joking about the rare interceptions: “1
thougiht our defensive line played a groat game,
both in coverage and in getting to the quarter-
hack.™

05U running back Joe Montgomery, who
rushed for 100 yards and a score, on playing just
45 minutes from his childhood home in the
Chicago area: “It felt good to see my family in
the stands. it gave me extra motivation.” .

Montgomery on his 19-yard touchdown run,
where he shed a pair of tacklers at the 3-yard
line: “When | get in the red zone, it's just an atti-
tude | have, | feel like somebody s trying to
stoal something from me. | can't feed my family
if | can't got into the end zone. That assaults me.
Even if the other person didn't do anything to me,
it still assaults me.”

05U safety Gary Berry on the field conditions
at Ryan Fiold: “It wasn't good at all. But | think
it's 100 porcent better than a week ago when
they played Michigan.”

0SU guarterback Joe Germaine on his fourth-
down pass to John Lumpkin, which resulted in a
35yard score: “That was the same play as the
Sugar Bowl touchdown, Being a basketball player
like he is, he jumped up and took it away from

JLTT DALHM
LUMPKIN NO BUMPKIN — Ohio State has
started looking for big tight end John
Lumpkin as a true option in the passing
game, The senior caught a touchdown pass

in the Buckeyes' 36-10 win over
Northwestern, one of two grabs on the day.
(NU's Conrad Emmerich),”

Lumpkin admits he went over Emmerich on his
touchdown catch, but he doesn't feel he inter-
fered on the play: “We were both going for the
ball. | don't think it should have been interfer-
ence or anything. | was just able to make the

grab."”

05U split end David Boston on his two long
touchdown catches: “Those were just regular
routes we work on every day. The defensive
backs were playing way off me both times, | just
did my job, and Joo made great throws on both of
them. | put in a lot of hard work in the winter and
the spring. I've been working really hard. | expect
to make those kind of plays.”

NU coach Gary Barnett stopped short of prais-
ing the OSU defenso, saying NU's offense falled
to convert on several chances: “| won't say they
were great. When we had guys open, we couldn’t
hit them. We knew how good they were coming
in. Their coverage guys are good, It was a game
of chess out there, but you've got to execute.”

NU receiver D'Wayne Bates on how the
Wildeats stopped themselves: “We had good
opportunities. Our defense got two turnovers and
stopped Ohlo State three-and-out two times in a
row. We just couldn't capitalize on it.”

0SU cornerback Antoine Winfield on his
team's depth: “We have a lot of game-breakers
on offense, and we have a lot of game-breakers
on defense. It can't always be me, Andy
Katzenmoyer, Joe Germaine and David Boston
doing everything. We have other players who can
do it.”

Barnett on one of the differences betwoen the
two teams: “If you looked at that game, the main
thing that stood out in my mind were the differ
ences at quarterback. We did the best we could
agninst Germaine. But in the end it was Germaine
that won for Ohio State.”
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There was a party going on down on
Northwestern's Ryan Field Oct. 25, and
though few of the Wildeats were happy
with the romping and whooping, nearly
all of the Ohio State troops were over-
joyed

The party was of the coming-out vari-
oty, centering around the Buckeyes'
defensive line. Playing hard but getting
minimal results during the season, the
0SU front wall finally eame through,
picking off a pair of passes and netting
three of the Buckeyes' five sacks

“They're young, but they're out there
making plays,” cornerback and defensive
leader Antoine Winfield said. *They're
going to get batter. Clinton Wayne and
Brent Johnson made some big intercep-
tions and set the tone.”

Johnson finished with just two tack-
les, but one was a sack, and he was
around Northwestern quarterback
Gavin Hoffman all afternoon. He has
taken hold of one starting defensive end
role, and though that comes as a surprise
to some, his teammates saw it coming

“It's good to see guys like Brent and
Clinton Wayne have something like that
happen so they can get some attention,”
linebacker Jorry Rudzinald said. “The
defensive unit knows what they're capa-
ble of doing. A lot of people think Na'il
(Diggs) is the surprise, but we don't feel
he's o surprise. Same with Bront. He had
a great spring, and teams might be
focusing on some other areas of our
defense. He had a great game today.”

Originally Published: Oct. 31, 1998

Defensive Line Puts Best Foot Forward At NU

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with ‘
Mike Wachsman

Ohio State defensive coordinator Fred
Pagac was proud of his entire unit, but
he was especially pleased at the play of
Johnson and the line.

“He played well,” Pagac said. “I like
what he did today. I was a little angry he
dropped that one interception there. He
played solid the whole game.”

Johnson and Wayne are connected in
ways other than just being Buckeye
defensive linemen. They're both from
Ontario, Canada, and each played a part
in O8U's big day declawing the Wildcats.

“It was good,” Johnson said. “I could-
n't believe he (Wayne) tipped it up and it
just fell into my hands. He gets jealous
about me getting two interl;eptiam.
That's why I turned ane down today.”

Ohio State managed just eight sacks
in its first five games but has picked it up
the past two weekends. With five sacks
against Northwestern, OSU has nine in
two games.

Whether they've been coverage sacks
or just better pressure from the guys up
front, OSU's line has become more pro-
ductive. Freahman Ryan Pickett got into
the fray, too, picking up the third sack
from the defensive line.

BRENT'S BIG BREAKOUT — Ohio State defensive end Brent
Johnson (60) led a resurgence for the Buckeye defensive line, OSU
tallied five sacks, three from the line, and Johnson picked off one
pass in OSU's drubbing of Northwestern.

“Half of it is the X's and O'% with the
coaches, and the other half is that we've
been working on our blitz attitude,”
Rudzinski said. *You can draw it up on
the chalkboard all you want, but until
you pin your ears back and run with
reckless abandon at the quarterback,

you're not going to get any sacks.”
Johnson's counterpart at end, sopho-
more Rodney Bailey, also netted a sack,
and he sees a bit of a change in OSU's
attitude,
“It folt like we wanted to get there
more,” Bailey said. "We have to put aside
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

"We worked on that play in_practics all
woek and lmew they wanted b pet Bates
involved,” Rudzinsid said “We felt he was
their t offensive weapon. We game
planned for it, but he made some tacklers
miss.”

The second-half adjpstments were cru-
cial as OSU held Bates to just three catch-
s for 23 yards.

Touted as an All-Big Ten candidate,
Bates was pretty impressive. But if Ohio
State were doing the voting, there might
not be many honors for the senior.

“He's a good player,” Winfield said. “1
don't want to talk bad about him or any-
thing, but I don't know if he'd be on the All-
American lists.”

Running On Empty

Northwestern came into the game
knowing it needed to put the ball in the
air. That would seem counterproductive
against the nation's top-ranked pass
defense, but it's exactly what the Wildeats

attempted

“Why am [ not connecting the way [ did in
high school™ Hoffman nsked “Because I
not in high school anymore. I'm
aguinst Ohio State, and this is all new to me

The attitude was definitely there for
the Buckeyes, who allowed just 92 total
yards in the second hall Northwestern's
rushing total of 45 net yards showed the
Buckeyes came up big in their top goal —
stopping the run

It all goes back to attitude

“Every game, we're gunning for a
shutout,” Bailey said. "Even when we give
up three points, it's bad. Every down and
every play, we're trying to gpive up as fow
yards and points as possible.”

Bates said it wasn't only O5U's talent-
ed secondary that kept the Wildcata spin-
ning their wheels.

“Their secondary 1s the best one we've
played against this season,” Batea sad
“We ran our routes and we were open at
times, but their front seven just put a lot
of pressure on him (Hoffman). It wasn't
their secondary that shut us down.”

ST BRDHM

BENNETT BREAKS FREE — There weren't many highlights for
Northwestern in a 36-10 loss to Ohio State, but the performance of
fullback Sean Bennett (with ball) was solid. Here Bennett runs
against Andy Katzenmoyer (45) and Antoine Winfield (11).

the frastration and just have fun. We had
more of that today,”

down because we knew the screens were
coming,” Diggs said. “We did a lot of zone
dogs and zone blitzes and things like that.”

That Northwestern hit the big play to
Bates was amazing because the Buckeyes
actually knew it was coming.

Getting In The Zone

Northwestern kept things interesting
for a half, tradling just 23-10 at intermis-
sion. The Wildcats were breaking some big
gainers, including their first touchdown, a
gimple 5-vard middle screen to D'Wayne
Bates that turned into a 60-yard jaunt to
pay dirt

Bates finished the day with seven
catches for 95 yards but really wasn'
much of a factor after his touchdown

That's because the Buckeyes went to
zone coverage on third down, the down
Northwestern went with the screen most

“We went to a Jot more zones on third
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN
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Kicking Game Real
Concern For Cooper

Throughout the football season,
BSB will publish excerpts of OSU
coach John Cooper's postgame
press conferences. Here is what
Cooper had to say after OSU's win
at Northwestern.

Cooper: I think we beat a real
scrappy MNorthwestern football team
Give that team a lot of eredit. They had
a good game plan, They really nickel-
and-dimed us o lot with their short
passing game. They had a great call on
the only touchdown they scored, that
little sereen pass to (D'Wayne) Bates
Bates is a very, very good football play-
or.

“I'm renll_',.' proud of the way we

played defensively. We shut them out in
the second half. We missed a couple of
chances to score on defense. I'm a little
disappointed in how many penalties we
had again. I'm disappointed in our
return game. We didn't get that going
today.

“I thought both punters did an excel-
lent job kicking the football, We missed
u field goal, missed an extra point, but
we've got some good skilled athletes,

“Joe (Germaine) maybe again today
didn't have his best game, but he did
throw for over 300 yards. David
(Boston) broke Cris Carter's record for
touchdown catches in a career. ['m real-
ly proud of Joe Montgomery, running
for a hundred yards after coming back
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NICE TO SEE YOU AGAIN, GARY — Ohio
State and Northwestern didn't play each
other when the Wildeats won back-to-back
league titles, so you can bet John Cooper
(left) was happy to be back in Evanston,
Here he chats with NU's Gary Barnett.

to Chicago.”

Q: What was said to the team at
halftime?

Cooper: “I just think we came out in
the second hall and threw the ball
down the {ield a little more. We had the
wind there a time or two in the fourth
quarter, and we hit David with

the touchdown John
Lumpkin's catch just
before halftime was a big
play. We made some
adjustments defensively
at halftime and tried to
control their short pass-
ing game more in the sec-
ond half thun we did in
the first.”

Q: Was it a good sign
that even though you're
the No, 1 team in the
country that you can get
better?

Cooper: "l hope we
can get better. This point
in the season you have to
get better. Everybody's
fatigued, everybody's
tired, and if you aren't
careful the season will
wear on you. But [ expect
our team to got better.”

@: Did things get a lit-
tle out of hand at timea?

Cooper: "It was real
sloppy. There was too
much talking, too much
pushing, too much shoy-
ing going on after the
plays were over. We will
got that addressed this
week. I don't like that, |
don't think there’s any
place in football for that,
and 1 know Gary
(Barnett) probably fecls
the same way. There was
oo much of that going
oo 00"

Q: Do you think your

defensive line really
came up big today?
Cooper: "Because of

their short passing game
and the formations they
wore using against us, it
makes it difficult to blitz on every play.
So sometimes your D-line has to tee it
up and control the ruah themuselves, 1
thought they played protty good, We
didn't give up any rushing touchdowns,
and they didn’t have many yards tack-
le-to-tackle. I thought our defensive
line played pretty good.”
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

Q: Do you think we can lay that low,
sack question to rest?

Cooper: “We're gotting a little bettar
pass rush, It's a combination of things
— you have to have a pass rush and
your secondary has to play well. They
have to make the quarterback read on
the run and make some secondary
throws. We did that pretty well.”

Q: Was this a perfect case of just how
deep your team is? You have Joe, not
your featured back, rush for 100 yards,
Lumpkin catches a touchdown, Brent
Johnson makes an interception.

Cooper: “We're certainly not one-
dimensional. We feel like we have some
depth. I'm a little disappointed we did-
n't get those young running backs into
the game — Derek (Combs) and
Jonathan (Wells). They deserve more
playing time than they're getting. We've
got to cut down on our penalties. We
look at film and wonder why in the
world we're getting so many, but it
turns out the refs are right most of the
tima.”

Q: Did you just decide to come out
and pass more in the second half?

Cooper: “No, not really. We had the
wind in the fourth quarter and they
were almost forcing us to throw the foot-
ball. They're pretty physical up front
They were a pretty scrappy football
team, they have some pretty big play-
ors. 1 don't know how big they looked
from the press box, but they've got some
big, good-looking guys.”

Q: Did it take awhile for Germaine to

get wound up today?

Cooper: “I don't think he had his
best game today, but it wasn't a bud
game. Joe can throw better than he did
today, and he'll be the first one to tell
you that.”

Q: Are you not worrying about what
anyone else does and just concerning
yvourself with your team?

Cooper: “We don't have any control
over that, I listen to some of those
scores, but [ don't have any control over
that. You'll wake up in the morning and
find out there are some pretty good foot-
ball teams that either won ugly or did-
n't win at all. I've been in it long enough
to just appreciate a victory”

Q: Did Barry Gardner just jump out
at you today?

Cooper: “He's a good football player.
1 don't know how many tackles he ended
up with, but he's a good football player.
Again, the kind of offense we're run-
ning, it's a lot of two tights and run
tackle-to-tackle. 1 don't know if he
played better than he has all year, but
he’s an outstanding football player.”

@ Talk about Lumpkin's big touch-
down catch

Cooper: “That was a big play for us.
We had just intercepted a ball there and
needed to get something. We just threw
it up. It was what we call a dash play,
Joo threw it up in the end zone and big
John made a great catch. John made
some other key catches in the game
today.”

Q: Are you concerned about Dan
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Stultz?

Cooper: "Am [ concerned about
him? Are you? Should 1 be? I'm con-
cerned about our kicking game.”

Q: Did you talk to Gary (Berry) after
the muffed punt?

Cooper: “] told him at that stage of
the ball game don't take a chance. What
happened to the old fair catch rule? Just
catch it. The only way we ¢lin loge the
game is to give them a bad play.
Sometimes I think the guys are trying
to do too much on their own back there,”

Q: You alluded to the pushing and
shoving. What was it that bothered you
about it?

Cooper: “There was just way too
much of it. I don’t know why, but I can
tell you we'll address it. I don't like it. [
know this weeck (Rob) Murphy talked
about he liked to get into their minds
and talk to them, but I don't think
there's any place in college athletics for
that. I'm going to see that it stops.”

Q: Talk about David Boston's place in
08U history.

Cooper: “He had another good ball
game. Thoy were trying to play him
man-to-man coverage and he made
some great catches. 1 hope he's got a
long time to add to his history. I hope he
continues to play down the stretch like
he's playing now. If we get man cover-
age on him, then we're foalish not to use
him.”
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 36, Northweétern 10
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