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Boston Comes On Strong

Junior Split End Starting
To Put Opponents Away

By MIKE WACHSMAN

Duckeyve Sports Bulletin Stalf Weiter

People who saw David Boston from
the moment he armved on the Ohio
State campus from Humble, Texas,
knew he was marked for greatness

The precise routes, long strides and
willingnoss v after the ball were all
there at an early age

So it shouldn't surpris
Joston, now a junior for the |
i approaching marks once t iy
untouchable. The incomparable Cris
Carter may have company in the OSU
rocord books ns soon as Oct. 24, when
the Buckeyes face Northwestern
Bostan caught two touchdown passes ir

IS5 45-15 rout of Minnesota, giving
him 26=career scores. That's just one
behind Carter, a perennial All-Pro for
the Minnesota Vikings

Boston finished his afternoon bury.
ing the Golden Gophers with 10 catches
for a career-high 191 vards, puttis
at 2,040 vards for his career. That's
fourth on the OSU all-time list, and all
three players ahead of him — Doug
Danley, Carter and Gary Williams —
are arded as among the best in
swehool annals. He was named the Hig

anvone that

cheves,

Bear Buckeve Of The Week for his
vxploits against the Gophers

Bostan is ready to place his
name right there next to the oth-
rs, but there are a fow other
things on his mind right now

‘I'm not trying to pay atten-
tion to the records,” Boston said
‘Il you go out and just play,
things will happen. 1 can reflect
ifter the scason’s over, after we
try to get the national champi-
t now I'm not
ied about that stuff
There are plenty of grea
receivers vving for national
attention this season, including
Florida State's Poter Warrick,
Louisiana Tech's Troy Edwards,
North Caralina State’s Torry
Holt, and Georgia Tech's Dez
White. All four have bette m-
bers than Boston, but they may
not impact their team as much as
the 6-3. 215-pounder does the
Buckeyes

Teams can't choose to double
him because of the lethal Dee
Miller on the other side. That
me a lot of one-on-one cover:
e, which Minnesota tried.
Even the folks up in Ohio

u
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In This Issue Of BSB

* Bucks Down
Minnesota 45-15

The topranked Buckeyes jumped
out to a 31-3 lead and cruised to a
4515 win over Minnesota Oct. 17 at
Ohio Stadium, Cornerback Ahmed
Plummer (right, defending against
UM's Luke Leverson) led OSU with 9
tackles and an interception.

¢ Offense, Defense
Assessed In Exams

With OSU passing the midpoint of
the season, the BSB stafl issues
grades for the Buckeyes on both
sides of the ball. The offense's

pages 40-42,

Midterm Exams are on pages 38-39, while the defense Is featured on

ACPY pEREve

POLISHING UP HIS ROUTES — David Boston is rapidly becoming
a household name around America with his play. His breakout
game against Minnesota featured plenty of big plays, including a
Sd-yard touchdown grab from Joe Germaine.

Stadium's C-Deck could sce Boston's
eyes light up

“Every receiver loves that,” Boston
said, “When you have a chance to go
one-on-one with a DB, that's the best
thing there is.

Wise Beyond His Years
Boston has done some growing up
since becoming a Buckeye. He was
thrust into the role of go-to receiver as a
[reshman, tying a school record with 13
catches agamnst Indiana and later play-
ing Rose Bowl hero by making the
game-winming catch that propelled the
s to o4 20:17 win over Arizona

there were the not-so-well-
about Charles
r into Michigan week a
& taken out of his

ved comments

Woodson leadi

Woodson, and

s S6-yard touchdown catch

Boston drew a 15-yard penalty for
taunting, waving the ball at his neme-
113

Now, though, a much more reserved,
thoughtful Boston prowls the halls of
the Woody Hayes Athletic Center

‘I learned how to handle situations,”
Boston said, noting his summer work-
outs with former Buckeye and idol Joey
Galloway helped immbeasurably. “1
learned a lot from the mental aspect
watching him go through things and
how he responded. It's helped me a lot to
be around so many great athletes.”

Boston's work ethic has never been
questioned, but some little thuings about
his game have. Until now

Some said Boston didn't always
make yards after the catch, didn't turn
routine plays into, as OSU coach John

Continued On Page 12




Originally Published: Oct. 24, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MINNESOTA

Buckee_ Ih Pay

OSU’s 45-15 Win
Wasn’t Perfect,
Cooper Says

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

When you are the nation's No. 1-ranked
team, it's hard to accept un effort that includ-
ed a blocked punt, two interceptions, and
enough poorly imed penalties to make the
Oakland Raiders blush

But when Ohio State was able to wrap
those mental and physical errors around an
otherwise dominant 45-15 win over Big Ten
foe Minnesota, there was cause for at least
celebration, right?

“We're getting spoiled arcund here,” said
0SU coach John Cooper, moments after the
Buckeyes disposed of the Gophers before
93,183 Oct, 17 at Ohio Stadium

“l1 went inte the locker room after the
game and our players came in and were act-
ing like it was another day of practice

*T said, ‘Guys, you just won, You beat a
pretty good football team 45-15. You should
be happier than you are.'”

At fnce value, Ohio State (6-0, 3-0) domi-
nated the gune. The Buckeyes piled up n
senson-high 586 yards. But the plucky
Gophaers (3-3, 0-3) did not give in after falling
behand 31-3 late in the first hall

“Wo had a lot of yardage, but we didn't get
the point production that you should have
with that kind of yardage” soid Cooper,
whoase team was stymied by penalties seven
tmes for 74 yards

Minnesota’s offense produced a touch-
down and a pair of field goals. The Gophers'’
remaining two points were the result of a
blecked OSU punt that went out of the end
sone for a safety

“We're nitpicking the defense, and they
juat guve up 13 points,” Cooper said. “But,
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CENTER OF ATTENTION — Ohio State defensive back Central MeClellion begins his 80-yard jaunt to
the end zone against Minnesota Oct. 17 as teammate Gary Berry (1) looks to block. The interception
return was the senior’s first touchdown as a Buckeye.

anyway, | think we can play better”
Quarterback Joe Gennaine became the
first player in OSU history to throw for 300
yards in consecutive weeks. He hit on 27 of
39 passes for 339 yards and two touchdowns.
But even the steady Germaine — who
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also became the first OSU r W ever
have four 300-yard days — had problems,
throwing a pair of interceptions.

I don't know what it is,” Germaine said
of his team’s satisfaction level after thor
sluggish performance. *“We have all the rea-

son to be happy with the game we played. We
scored 45 pointa, and the defense scored a
touchdown,

“But I just think we have so much going
on this season, we want everything to be per-
foct”
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Germaine's moin target was split end
David Boston, who caught 10 passes for a
career-high 191 yards and a pair of scores.

“David 15 a great athlete, and today was a
day when we Cwm might get some
opportunities,” Cooper said.

After previous opponents Penn State and
Illinois had stacked the line of scri .
08U used four-receiver sets to spread
Gophers out.

“We were trying to spread them out a lit-
tle bit, and when you do that you create same
vertical holes,” r said. “When you're
going to run verticals and get the ball upfield,
you may as well have your best players in the
game.”

Boston added, “We watched a lot of film
on them. We watched what Purdue did (in a
5&-2[::&0 We thought four receivers would
work.

Tuilback Michael Wilay netted 119 yards
~ his fourth 100-yard game of the year —
and a touchdown on 12 carries. Backup Joe
Montgomery also was effective with 67 yards
and a score on five carries.

And the OSU defense got mnto the scori
column for the third in a row as nicke
back Central McClellion returned an inter-
ception 60 yards for a touchdown in the
fourth quarter.

Blow By Blow

Ohio State opened the scoring on its sec-
ond possession, driving 52 in nine
plays. Germaine hit flanker Miller for
picloups of 11 and 14 yards, settng up his 6-
yard touchdown to Boston. The score
came on third-and-goal with Germaine hold-
ing the ball until hus top receiver came open
in the back of the end zone. The play put
08U up 7-0 with 6:46 left in the first quarter.

Minnesota responded with a field goal, a
Z4-yarder by Adam Bailey to cut the lead to
7.3 with 3:48 left in the first quarter. The
kick resulted from an 1l-play, 7l-yard

NEwW Prans. NEw RATES.

price, and service
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OHIO STATE VS. MINNESOTA

march, prolonged by an OSU pass interfer-
ence penalty on Ahmed Plummer.

The B answered with an eight-
play, 7T-yard scoring drive of their own.
Germaine hit Boston for a 17-yu'dﬂ£.ln
before Wiley ripped off a 36-yard pickup
down to the UM 12 on a hi hnlnuyhe
middle. Three plays later, gl.lbu:k att
Keller took a handofl on a draw and made a
nifty cutback to find the end zane from eight
yards out and put the Buckeyes up 14-3 with
43 soconds left in the first quarter.

“1 got some blocks downfield, and [
was able to cut and score,” said.

Ohio State pushed the lead to 21-3 early
in the second i

Three phmm, the same combination
went deep the left sideline. Boston
hauled in the on a seam post route,
avoided UM's Willie Middlebrooks, and out-
raced Keith Dimmy to the end zone on the
53-yard touchdown play.
“I worked real hard on trying to make
uﬁar:hnutd:durirql!moﬂm‘

ion, driving 70 yards in nine plays.
ilback Joe Montgomery brought the crowd
to life with his hard running up the middle,
breaking several tackles on a 30-yard gain
down to the UM 12, On first down there,
Montgomery went up the middle again and
broke a couple of tackle attempts on the 12-
yard touchdown run. That u the lead to
28-3 with 6:57 left in the first A
“Twas kind of disappointed because 1 did-
n't get the touchdown,” Montgomery said. *1
got it on the next play, but I wanted it on the
first one.”
Kicker Dan Stultz tacked on a 1%yard
field goal to make it 31-3 with 4:35 left in the

scoring chances on

Minnesota’s Trevis
blocked a
Bartholomew.
backward and, after a mad seramble, out
of the end zane for a safety, making it 38-
15 with 8:21 left in the game.

(GREAT SERVICE,

Health insurance Its a ough market out there, And basically, it comes down to three things—product,

“It is inexcusable for the No, 1 team in the
country to get a punt blocked,” Cooper said.
barrassing,

“It's eml , and we need to work on it
a little harder than we have and hopefully it
won't ha) in."

Biﬂy&:nﬂlm then relieved Persby as
the UM But on his first pass
e T iy Ehuicaptel Ty MeClollen

was in on.
R:OSUnuﬁurnmmd it ards down

the sideline for the score with 7:57 left,
accounting for the 30-point final spread.

Gamo Notes

¢ Sophomore receivers Ken-Yon Rambo
and Reggie Germany were in the starting
lineup on offense for the first time as OSU
employed a four-receiver set.

* Safety Gary Berry replaced Rambo on
punt return duties.

“It felt good,” Berry said. “I've been
returning punts (in practice) all year, work-
ing in and out. But I had a couple injuries.
Ken-Yon came in and did it. We've just all
been alternating. We've got great returners
back there.

“Anybody could do it. It's just who's up for
that week.”

Berry returned five punts a total of 38

yards.

* Comerback Plummer led OSU with
nine tackles, He also intercepted a pass and
broke up four others.

“That's a first,” Plummer said of his
game-high total.

* The safety was the first scored against
Ohio State since Robert Smith was tackled
in the end zone in a 16-14 loss to Olmois in
1992. ;

* OSU won over Minnesota for the 15th
consecutive time, dating to a 35-31 loas at
Minneapolis. OSU also improved to 18-2 at .
home in the series. The only losses to UM in
Ohio Stadium came in 1940 and 49
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Continued From Page 1

Cooper is fond of saying, home runs

That all changed the last two games.

Against [llinois, Boston ran a simple
curl pattern and hauled in quarterback
Joe Germuine's pass. He turned upfield
and was able to sprint away from
NMlinois' Muhammad Abdullah for the
30-yard touchdown.

A week later against the Gophers,
Boston ran a skinny post before leaping
to catch Germaine’s spiral. He deftly
avoided blanketed safety Willie
Middlebrooks and outsprinted the other
safety, Keith Dimmy, to the end zone for
the 53-yard score

After the play, ESPN's cameras cap-
tured a stunned Boston on his return to
the O5U sideline

“I just said, 'Oh my god,' " he said. *I
waa just happy to make a play.”

Or, perbaps, he was happy to add
that type of game-changing, breakaway
running ability to his game

“l worked real hard on trying to
make yards after the catch” Boston
said. "I think I'm doing a good job of
that this year.”

Boston — and Miller, too — got glow-
ing praise from Minnesota coach Glen
Mason after his performance.

. “They have the moves and the hands
like the little guys, but they happen to
be big guys,” Mason said

Originally Published: Oct. 24, 1998

Hard Off-Season Work Helps Boston

Ready For The Spotlight

Any more games like Minnesota and
Illinois and Boston will be hearing the
All-American whispers again. He hasn't
quite been at that level this season, but
he may be ready to break out.

But whether it's Boston, Miller or
tailback Michael Wiley, the Ohio State
offense has many weapons to showcase.

“I'm just one of the 11 guys out there
trying to make a play and help the team
win,” Boston said

Boston's teammates realize just how
valuable he is to the cause.

“It's a great advantage having a guy
like David,” said Germaine, who
became the first passer in OSU history
to enjoy back-to-back 300-yard passing
games with his play against the Illini
and Gophers. *We feel there aren't
many corners in the country who can
stay with him for the course of a whole
ball game.

“The catch and run he made on that
53-yard touchdown was spectacular.
That just shows what kind of an athlete
he is.”

With 38 catches this season, Boston
could eclipse his single-season mark of
73 catches set a year ago. As teams con-
tinue to load up at the line to try to stop
the Buckeyes' rushing attack, there
should be more opportunities for Boston
to massacre foes.

“David is a great athlete, and today
was a day we featured him a little bit
more,” Cooper said. “If they don't double

THE MAIN EVENT

him, we're going to go
to him a lot, David will
make what we consider
an ordinary play and
we'll be a little upset
with him, then boom,
he comes back and
makes a great play.”
The presence of
Miller, who blossomed

last year after two

years of non-productiv-
ity, takes the burden
off Boston.

“It helps a Ilot”
Boston said. “Anytime
you have a great
receiver on the other
side of you it opens up
the offense, takes pres-
sure off both of us, and
we can go out and have
fun.”

Though Boston
claims Galloway and
Terry Glenn are his
favorite receivers, he's
compared more often
to the man he's chasing
in the OSU record
books — Carter.

There are some sim-
ilarities, but Boston
can't quite understand
the fuss or compar-
isons.

"We're both big
receivers,” Boston said.
“You can't compare me
to Cris Carter, He's a
Pro Bowl receiver; I'm
just in college.”

While in college,
Boston will continue

- '

¢l ".‘}
2

e LR .
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BOSTON MASSACRES GOPHERS — Ohio
State junior receiver David Boston came up
big against Minnesota, latching onto 10 passes
for 191 yards and a touchdown. Boston is
quickly approaching many of Cris Carter's
school records.
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working toward his ultimate goal —
getting to the NFL, where his father,
Byron, is in his fourth year as an offi-
cial.

Boston is looked at as a surefire first
round pick, and with his play elevating,
who knows how much his stock may
rise,

For now, though, Boston is intent on
the season to have a different ending.
He liked the feeling of his freshman
year, when a bowl win led to an off-sea-
son of euphoria.

“We realized after the bowl game last
year what we had to do,” Boston said
“We saw the kind of athletes Florida
State had and what it took to compete

nationally.

*We did a good job of working hard in
the winter, spring and summer. Now
we're letting that hard work pay off.”

The conditioning, with Galloway,
Eddie George, Bobby Hoying and
Shawn Springs, did a lot for Boston
physically. But he was more concerned
with the cerebral fucet of the game.

“The things I learned from all those
guys, 1 just can't say enough,” Boston
said. “From the winter to the spring,
just running in the morning with those
guys, it helped me out s0 much. [ know
the standard where I need to be.”

If he continues at this pace, Boston
will become the standard

Ll
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Buckeyes Borrow 4-Receiver Set For Gophers

If imitation is the sincerest form of

flattery, Purdue must be feeling pretty
high about now.

Top-ranked Ohio State borrowed liber-
ally m_ the Boilermakers playbook,
throwing for 350 yards and rolling up 586
yards of total offense on the way to a ho-
hum 45-15 victory over Minnesota,

Surprising the Gophers with a four-
receiver set out of the bax, the Buckeyes
rolled off six straight pass plays and put
Minnesota back on its heels. Only a sack,
one of three allowed on the day by the
offensive line, put the brakes on the
drive, but the Buckeyes went back to the
four wides — affectionately known as
dQundn — often during the course of the

ay.

“We haven't really ahown that, and it
threw them for a loop,” tackle Tyson
Walter said. “They'd seen that look from
Purdue, and it really burned them. We
looked at that, and the coaches thought it
would be good for us to go into, It con-
fused them and hurt them because we
were able to march the ball down there
before a sack hurt us.”

08U came into the game wanting to
establish a ground presence, but quarter-
back Joe Germaine didn't make his first
handoff until nearly six minutes had
ela ;

e new wrinkle was installed during
the week, put in place especially for the
Gophers.

“We put that (four receivers) in on
Tuesday,” Germaine said. "We saw that
teams had had some success against
them by doing that. That's really not our

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with "
Mike Wachsman

style, but with the receivers we have, we
can do that.”

Minnesota didnt have the luxury of
stacking the line, as so many OSU foes
have done, with the odd formations and
emphasis on going vertical.

“The way it affects their defense is
they know we're capable of putting a for-
mation like that out there,” said
Germaine, who finished with 339 yards,
his second straight game of more than
30% “They hmio ‘:.n honor that g]iﬂ;atclie
right personnel, bring in a nic -
age. It kind of kupantfmm off-guard as to
what kind of formation we'll come out in.”

Purdue's Drew Brees torched the
Gophers for over 500 yards in just over
three quarters of work carlier this sea-
son, and OSU used a lot of the same looks
and Elura as the Boilermakers.

The difference is Purdue is known as a
pass-first, run-second team and OSU is
Just the opposite.

“l don't think they anticipated us

oing right to four wides,” coordinator
Eliku Jacobs said. “Last year we gave
some of that, but we used the tailback (in
motion) to get into it. Today we decided to
go with it, and that gave them a little big-
ger hassle.”

Here's a Granel Opening that will live everyone Lalking
0 Stap by (dealer name) at (dealer loeation) Loklay Tor the lakest
|

dleals on Ameritech collubar andd pagiog proddoets and services,

NOWAGpER

‘ Ricart Cellular and Paging Located In
Ricart Chrysler Jeep/Eagle
46 S. Hamilton Road
Columbus, OH 43213

- (614) 239-1700

Help us celebrate!

PR i Labsins & Pageg Desins

Not Passing On
Ru Game
Ohio State has
admittedly fallen flat
in the rushing
department the last
couple of games, so
getting on track
agninst Minnesota
was important. The
Gophers came in
ranked eighth in the
country and second
in the Big Ten
against the run, but
those numbers are
somewhat bogus
because the Gophers
are so easy to pass

on,

Teams don't need
to run, so the num-
bers will be down.

That said, Ohio
State did do a solid
job establishing the

und game,
Michael Wiley scored
once and led the way
with 119 yards, com-
plemented nicely by
Joe Montgomery's 67
yards on five carries,
one a 12-yard scoring
burst up the middle.

Matt Keller also
got into the act, scor-
ing from 8 yards out
on & draw play.
0SU's early reliance
on the pass made
Minnesota suscepti-
ble to the run.

“It was a regular
straight up draw,”
Walter said. “They'd
been wanting to rush
upfield all day, their
ends wanted to play

contain-type style. We
let them come
upfield, and Keller
broke it and put it
in.”

DENYING DEE

j Miller, keeping
Minnesota had to
be aggressive with its
scheme if it had a
chance to win, or so
thought Gophers coach Glen Mason.
“T don't think we were intimidated by
Ohio State,” he said. “But you have to
lay more aggressive agninst a team you
gu\ro little chance against.”

for 43 yards.

JIFF BREHM

— Minnesota cornerback Craig

Scruggs (2) blankets Ohio State receiver Dee

him from making this catch,

Miller finished the afternoon with five catches

Getting Wiley back over 100 yards —
his fourth trip to the century plateau in
six games — was paramount for the
Buckoyes, who still haven't tipped their
hand much offensively,

“We talked about rushing the ball bet-

e

MIDDLETON

PRINTING CO.

1220 Corrugated Way
Columbus, Ohio 43201
(614) 294-7277
(614) 294-7449
e-mail: MPCo1220@aol.com

At Middleton Printing, we

offer you quality printing
at competitive prices.

We can take care of your
printing necds:

* Brochures

* Annual Reports

* Corporate Identity Packages
* Newsletuers

* Flyers

* Posters

* Booklets

* And much more . ..

Wi produce quality fourcolor
printing as well as one, two
and three color work. We
also bave an electronic pre-
press department, enabling
us to do your printing from
your electronic files

14 = BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN October 24, 1998



Originally Published: Oct. 24, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MINNESOTA .

ter today, and against an opponent that
was formidable against the run, to me
that was the brightest star,” Jacobs said,
“To get it going ngain was great.”

Minnesotn strong safety Tyrone
Carter was busy, finishing with 18 stops.

“They were intent on throwing the
strong safety up there to stufl us,” Walter
said. “We wanted to run the ball, and the
passing gume really helped us there.”

Woe is the defense that hits Ohio
State on a day when the Buckeyes truly
put it all together.

“We don't think we've put the whaole
thing together yet, had that big crescen-
do,” Jacobs said. “That's what we're
building for.”

Wiley wused his finesse and
Montgomery his power in subduing the
Gophors, and though there aren't enough
footballs to keep both totally happy,
there's no animosity between the pair.

“Mike and ] have a great relation-
ship,” Montgomery said. "We live right
across the alley from ecach other, and
wae're competitive in everything we do, |
remember the kid when he came in as a
freshman weighing 160 pounds wet, and
now he's a great talent. He can take it the
distance every time you give the kid the
ball. Every time.”

Piling it On

Ohio State’s offensive totals came in
handy on a day when the defense wasn't
sharp. The secondary was subpar, and
Minnesota marched right down the feld
to score on two separate occasions, A spe-
cinl toams gaffe — Brent Bartholomew's
first blocked punt of the season — didn't
help matters, either,

The 686 yards marked the fifth time
in six games OSU has eclipsed the 500-
yard mark and showed that Ohio State
has too many weapons to keep entirely in
check during the course of a game.

“You'd hope they can't commit enough
players to our guys,” Jacobs said. “We
bave o lot of guys who have big-play
capabilities, amg:fe showed that today.”

Germaines 53-yard scoring strike to
Boston on a skinny post was a textbook
axample.
corner Willie Middlebrooks and ran a
perfect route. Germaine put the ball right
into Boaton's bread basket, and the junior
loped into the end zone for the score.
Boston's final catch was another beauty
as he eaught the ball and juked a defend-

MY DREHM

WALKING THE TIGHTROPE — Ohio State fullback Matt Keller
(23) isn't often a ball carrier, but when he is there's often damage
done. Here he eludes Minnesota cornerback Craig Scruggs, Keller

Boston got behind freshman '

scored a TD in OSU’s 45-156 win over Minnesota,

er lunging for his legs.

“Those are routine patterns we run
every day in practice,” n said. "We
called an out route on my last catch, and
anytime you have bump coverage on an
out route, you just throw it up top. We
work on that every day in practice. The
touchdown was just a post, which I've run
many times, It just comes natural for
£10."

Even with two interceptions and o
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couple of misreads, Germaine was suc-
cossful, hitting on 27 of 39 8.

“Joe made the right reads for the most
part, and the receivers made some groat
catches,” Walter said, “They took short
passes and broke them for long gains,
and that makes everyone's job easier.”

Minnesota learned a lesson many
before them had — it's almost impossible
to defense ove ng Ohio State ean do.

Try to stop the pass, OSU runs.

Commit to the run, OSU thraws the ball
all over the yard. Its a veritable pick your
poison for foes, and it always results in a
slow death.

“It wasn't a matter of them having the
league’s best run defense and us trying to
exploit them (by passing),” Montgomery
said. "We just go out and play our game.
We're very confident. We have a lot of tal-
ent on this team, and we just go out and
play our game.”

The Buckeyes wanted to rebound from
what they considered a less-than-stellar
offensive showing a week earlier in a 41-
0 whitewash of Illinois.

“"We were happy with our performance
today,” Keller said. “Last week at Illinois
we weren't sharp. All we heard all week
was about how Minnesota was real good

" and tough against the run.

“We can't rely on Joe Germaine all the
time. We came out and established the
run.”
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You'd think a 45-15 win would be
more than enough to sate the appetites
of a homecoming crowd starved for a
championship and an Ohio State
defense that put its opponent on the
carving board the entire second half.

Think again.

The Buckeyes left the field in search
of their dominance and were still none
too pleased with allowing two field goals
and a touchdown in the first half. After
all, when you're the No, 1-ranked team
in the country and you're coming off a
shutout, you expect near-perfection.

When told many of his players were
disgruntled with not completely shut-
ting down Minnesota, defensive coordi-
nator Fred Pagac forced a smile.

“That's our goal every time,” he said.
“What the hell. That's what we're here
on defense for. If our kids feel like they
can play better, then they shouldn't be
happy with today.

“Do I wish we had a shutout today?
Yes. There's nothing wrong with setting
o high goal.®

The performance was so under-
whelming to the defensive players that
All-Americans Andy Katzenmoyer and
Antoine Winfield stayed away from the
interview room afterward, although it
should be noted that Katzenmoyer has
made a habit of that off and on this sea-
son.

The more approachable Winfield was
the vietim on the UM touchdown, a 35-
yard bomb from Andy Persby that found
second-team receiver Antoine
Henderson streaking down the sideline,
That's o sight OSU fans and Winfield
simply aren't used to sceing.

Some players even hung their heads
in apparent disappointment when
Minnesota's Adam Bailey nailed the
first of his two field goals in the first
quarter.

“I don't think you're ever happy
unless you get the shutout, which is the
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Defense Still Looking For Flawless Effort

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

ultimate goal, and the next goal is to
keep them out of the end zone,” line-
backer Jerry Rudzinski said. *“We were
really upset to give up the touchdown.

“I've said from the start, Wost
Virginin on, that our defense hasn't
really shown its best shot yet.”

Fellow outside ‘backer Na'il Digga
seemed to give an A effort with eight
tackles and three sacks, but he gave the
El:“rem“ a fairly harsh overall grade of

“Wo have o lopsided team some-
times,” he said, “It seems like when the
offense plays well, the defense doesn't
play too well; and when the defense
plays well, the offense doesn't play
well.”

That may have been a factor in the
disappointment as the offense rolled up
nearly 600 total yards. The performance
could have been much more dominating
if the pass defense was up to par
Instead, the Gophers completed 22
passes for 225 yards and moved the
chains with 16 first downs.

"We still haven't played our best
game yet," cornerback Ahmed Plummer
said, echoing Rudzinski, “We know that.
What you all are secing now is really
just a taste of what our potential is,
Sure we're talented, and sure we've got
o lot of ability, but we haven't shown it
all yet,

“Hopefully we'll get it together
because we're going to need to down the
line.”

Added safety Gary Berry, “We need
to get better and show the world that we
are the best defense in the nation, We're
trying to be perfect, so it's great that no
one's satisfied.”

Surprisingly, the least-fumed person
associated with the defense was the
fiery Pagae, who believes his squad still

NAME _

played well, all
things considered.

*T thought they
made a couple nice
plays against us,”
Pagac said. "A cou-
ple of their
receivers put a cou-
ple good moves on
and came up with
the ball.

“But overall I
was pleased -with
our defense, We're
flying around pret-
ty good right now
and we're showing
good effort.”

Pass Defense
Took A Hit

The 225 yards
passing — 213 by
Persby — was the
most by an oppo-
nent this year and
may have given
future foes some
measure of hope
since much of it

camo off quick
drops and timing
plays.

To get a feel for
what UM could do
and to contain
emerging receiver
Luke Leverson, the
Buckeyes backed

off their press cov-
ernge in the early
going and allowed
Persby to toss for
163 yards in the
first half.

“We may have
played a little more
gone than normal, but they made some
good plays,” Pagac said.

Added Rudzinski, "We go into the
game saying we don't want to be beat by
the run. They tried to attack us in the
air and had some success,”

HTF BREHM

HOLDING DOWN JOHNSON — Minnesota receiv-
er Ron Johnson made three catches against Ohio
State in the Gophers' 45-158 loss, but not on this
occasion. OSU's Ahmed Plummer (left) and
Damon Moore were defending on the play.

Plummer and Winfield elected to
play a few yards off the line early to bet-
ter read plays and bait the young
Persby into a mistake. But the Gophers
countered with quick outs, and Persby
also made a few connections down the
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field off pump fakes.

Whenever OSU was in 2.under, or
zone, the Minnesota receivers found the
seams on the outside.

“We're going to give up the out in
that coverage,” Berry said. "But in the
gecond half we started playing a little
tighter and locking them down, and
that's all you can ask. We played our
hearts out and went for the ball.”

Still, the Gophers had no recourse
but to keep cranking passes. Persby
threw 42 times and reserve QB Billy
Cockerham put up seven more.

“] wasn't so surprised (with the num-
ber of passes),” Persby said. “Their cor-
ners are great corners. Their front
seven with the linebackers they have
are hard to run against, | figured we
would throw a little bit more than
usunl.”

Gophers Tried To Pick A Plum

Winfield and Plummer sometimes
stay to a particular receiver and switch
the sides they play. Against UM, they
simply stayed on a side.

That allowed Leverson, a slippery 6-
0, 175-pound junior, to line up away
from the imposing Winfield, The result:
The Gophera peppered Plummer with
pass attempts all day.

“l eouldn't keep count if I tried”
Plummer said. “From the very start
they were throwing.”

Unofficially, Minnesota threw to
Plummer's side 27 times. That would
explain Leverson's 12 catches and
Plummer's toam-high nine tackles. The
junior cornerback also picked off a pass
for the third time this season, which
leads the team, but not before letting a
couple of others slip through his fingers.

“l had a couple opportunitivs again
and I wasn't able to capitalize on those,
but at least I was able to get one inter-
coption,” he said with his trademark
smile.

‘As for as being picked on, I think
that's out of necessity. I think teams are
just trying to Jull "Toine to sleep and
then go deep at him every once in a
while. But I expect it. That's why I work
hard in practice, and that's why I'm try-
ing to get better each and every week.

“I love the challenge,” he added.
“That'’s why 1 came to Ohio State — to
compete and play in big games and play
against the best players in the country.
When teams come at you, you have to be
ready.”

Plummer's technical approach to the
game puts him in good position to make
soveral plays on the ball per game.
That's why, even with Winfield's reputa-
tion, it's a little surprising to defenders
to see Plummer get tested down after
down.

“I don't know why they do that,”
Berry said, 1 don't know why they'd
want to pick on Ahmed. He should have
had two (interceptions) against Illinois,
and he should have had three today.
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He's a great player.”

Diggs Continues To Shine

Another player who seems to be ben-
efiting from a lack of respect is Diggs,
who arguably is the best of the Ohio
State linebackers right now. The sopho-
more from Los Angeles seemingly is at
least playing as well as Katzenmoyer,
the reigning Butkus Award winner, and
Rudzinski, a senior captain,

“I'm just making plays. I don't know
if it has anything to do with people pay-
ing more attention to Andy or what,” he
said. “T don't even notice it, to be hohest
with you. | dont know if he's getting
cut, double-teamed or what. I just play
my hardest.”

When teams try to run outside,
Diggs seems to be one of the initial pur-
suers, When teams don't show much
threat to hit running backs out of the
backfield, Diggs has even more freedom
to roam. And when Pagac elects to line
up Diggs tight to the line, he has a
knack for getting in the backfield.

That was the case late last season,
when Diggs overtook the team lead in
sacks by lining up at defensive end.
Against Minnesota, Diggs disrupted
several plays by shooting through the
“A” gap between the guard and center.

“That worked pretty well for us”
Pagac said, "A couple times we had
Jerry and Andy lined up on the strong
side off the tight end, Andy was even in
a three-point stance one time, and Na'il
was able to get to the ball from the back
mide.”

"We kind of knew what protection
they were going to use, and that's what
let me through,” Diggs said of the
maneuver, “It was that easy”

Digga has been making the game
look easy all season.

“l don't know if I'm making more
plays,” he said, “but I'm a lot more com-
fortable, and the guys that I'm playing
with are very talented, I know if I mess
up, theyll cover me and vice versa.”

When asked if this was another in a
half-season full of good games, Diggs
snid, "Yes. And there are plenty more to
come after this.”

That sounds good to Pagae, who
knows he's got a star in the making in
Digga.

“I think he's o very good athlete, a
great young man, and his confidence is
building and building,” he said. *He's
getting better each week. But, again, it
goes back to how well the other guys are
playing for us.”

Miscellaneous Notes

* Not only did Persby become the
first quarterback to record 200 yards
against the OSU defense this season,
but Leverson became the first rusher or
receiver to top the 100-yard plateau va.
08U with 108 yards on his dozen catch-
od,

“He's their play-maker,” Plummer

FUFF DREHM
POUNDING PERSBY — Ohio State
linebacker Na'il Diggs was a terror all
afterncon in the Buckeyes' 45-15 vic-
tory over Minnesota. He registered
three sacks on Gopher quarterback
Andy Persby, including the vicious
lick shown here.

said. “He's the guy they think can
take over and be a feature guy in
their offense like (graduated) Tutu
Atwell.”

* The Buckeye defenders fig-
ured to rattle Persby, a sophomore
who relies on a strong right arm,
but came away rather impressed
with the youngster,

enever you face a young
quarterback, you want to get in
there and take him out of his
game early and try to get in his
mind a little bit with some pres-
sure,” Rudzinski said. “It's a little
disappointing we didn't do that,
but I give crodit to their offensive
line, and he hung around in the
pocket and picked away at us. He's
going to be a great quarterback in
the Big Ten.”

Added Diggs, "1 would have
never thought they'd pass so well,
ospecially being a three-step team.
I guess I have to give them some
credit for that.”

On the other side, Persby alse
left the fleld with a growing appre-
ciation of his opponent. He com-
mented ecarlier in the week that he
thought Minnesota would be more
successful offensively against
Ohio State than the Gophers fared
the previous game vs. Penn State,
He retracted that statement
moments after losing te No. 1
08U,

“They probably are the No. 1
secondary in the nation,” he said
of the Buckeyes. “I thought Penn
State last week was really good,
but Ohio State's safeties and cor-
ners are awesome.”
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Cooper ‘Embarassed’ By Blocked Punt

Throughout the football season, BSB is pub-
lishing excerpts of Ohio State head coach John
Cooper's postgame press conferences. Here is
what Cooper had to say following the win over
Minnesota, .

COOPER: “Obviously we're very happy to win the
football game 456-15, I told you last week that Minnesota
was a scrappy defensive football team. 1 thought they
played real hard, I thought they played a good game
plan, they were extromely well-coached.

“I think we can play a little better defensively than
we played. Maybe I need to give them a little more cred-
it with the way they throw the football, I told Coach
(Glen) Mason after the game I thought his freshman
quarterback really showed a lot of poise and really
played well ngainst us,

“We missed two or three interceptions that [ thought
we should have gotten. They converted some third-down
plays and kept the ball for longer periods of time than
we would have liked. We had too many penalties in the
ball game, and the most disappointing thing by far in
the ball game — [ think it's the most disappointing
thing that’s happened to us all year long — is gotting a
punt blocked. It's inexcusable for the No. 1 football team
in the country to have a punt blocked against them.
That's something we work on every day in proctice, and
I guaranteo you it's something we'll work on this week.

“I don't care if you make some subs or you've got
some other people in the ball game — it's embarrassing.
Probably we need to work on it a little bit harder than
we have, Hopefully it won't happen again,

“I think we came out of the ball game in good shape
injurywise. 1 don't know of anybody who had a serious
injury, although we got quite a few kids banged up. We
need to get those guys healthy and regroup and get
ready for Northwestern next week.”

Q: You came out with four wide receivers right off the
bat, What was the message there?

COOPER: "Well, the message was we want to throw
the ball down the field. You look at all the tapes of the
other teams against Minnesota ... Purdue used that a
lot. We've got four wide receivers and everybody's won-
dering why we don't get all four of them in the game at
one time and have everybody run verticals and got the
ball up the field. You might as well put your best people
in the ball game,

“l think we caught them a little off-guard there,
although they made some adjustments real quickly and
got in the nickel package and slowed it down a little bit.
That's something that you'll see us use if you've got to
GUALITY
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throw the ball to your
wide receivers down the
field.”

Q: Can you assess how
you did today on punt
returns?

COOPER: “Their
punter, [ thought, did a
real good job. We worked
real hard on the return
game and, of course, put
Gary Berry on the return
this week. Certainly we
haven't been pleased with
the production we've got-
ten out of the return
game. Ken-Yon (Rambo)
was nicked a little bit
during the week and
Gary can catch those
punts, so we put him back
there.

*l thought he did a
good job on one of them,
maybe he should have
caught one or two more.
We let the ball bounce,
and sometimes that gives
them yardage agoinst
you. That's an area we'll
continue to work on. One
time we went after the
punter and roughed the
kicker, and I don't like to

thing we worked on this week
> in practice. Again, guys,
' that's why we closed this
-1 week of practice — we don't
want you guys to know about
that.”

Q: You talked about the
s performance of some out-
ey standing players. What about
Joe Montgomery? I mean,
two years ago he blows out
his knee against this same
team and yet he goes for 67
yards in five carries.

COOPER: “Joe had a
good ball game, but he's had a
| good, solid year. He had a
| good week of preparation.

| L He's an inspiration to me,
and he’s an inspiration for
our football team.

“I told our team in the
’.? locker room after the ball
.‘\-, game that the new No. 1
team this woek is
Northwestern. Joe mentioned
that last week — that the No.
1 team is Minnesota. We're
going to go out there and pre-
pare for Northwestern like
we did this week.”

@ Can you talk about
Central MeClellion? He's not
one of those guys who gets a

seo us do that.

“Give them credit, |
thought their kicking
game was pretty sound.”

Q: What did you think
of Na'il Diggs today?

COOPER: “Na'il is
really playing good foot-
ball for us, We've got him
for three sacks for 14
yards, and [ don't know
how many tackles he made, but he's flying around and
making things happen. He's having a good year for us.”

@ Coming out with the four wides, was that a
scripted situation?

QOPER: “It wasn't a scripted situation, it's some-

15 losers.
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WELCOME BACK, GLEN — Ohio State's
John Cooper (right) chats with former
Buckeye player and assistant coach
Glen Mason before the Buckeyes met the
Gophers Oct. 17 at Ohio Stadium. It was
a bad homecoming for Mason's team, 45-

lot of publicity, but can you
talk about him?

COOPER: "Well, he got
the interception. Somebody
made a hit on their quarter-
back and that was a badly,
badly thrown pass and
Central picked it off, got some
good blocking and went all
the way to the end zone.

*Centrals n fifth-year
player, ho's working hard, he does what he's told to
do, he takes coaching, and he's a very valuable part of
our team.”

Q: Did you say anything to the defense at half-
time?

COOPER: “1 thought we made some good adjust-
ments at halfime. Sure, we said something to them,
but I think it was more of us looking at what they
were doing than anything else. We were trying to
play a little more Cover-2 to take their quick passing
game away,

“When you put those corners out on an island like
we do and other people do and don't get to the quar-
terback, it's hard, It's hard because you're not playing
the ball, you're playing the man. If the ball is thrown
over your shoulder on what we call a fade route, it's
hard to make a play on that pass.”

Q: How would you rate your overall performance?

COOPER: “It's hard to do right now, Obviously we
came out with a good, solid vietory. 1 don't know
whether it was an Aor a B or a C or what. I'd be able
to grade it a lot more after | see the film. That's when
wo can eriticize things and make corrections.”

Q: They've been doing well against the run. Why
waore you able to run it on them, and did you soften
them up with the passing?

COOPER: “That's probably part of it. We spread
them out, and anytime you spread them out like that
and throw the football, it creates some vertical seams
in their defense. 1 think we challenged our offensive
team a little bit in practice to block a little bit better.
We weren't very happy with the rushing yardage we
got in last week’s ball game, And I thought both of our
running backs, both Michael (Wiley) and Joe, did a
good job of running and breaking tackles,

“No. 22 (strong safety Tyrone Carter) for them, as
I mentioned during the week, is a good football play-
er. He was making tackle after tackle, and from his
position he's got to make that play and he's got a lot
of responsibility. So we went with a few more play-
action passes and ran a few draw plays and got some

JUTT BRI
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good yardage.”

Q: Did you get an explanation on
some of the holding calls, especially
from some of your interior guys?

COOPER: “Guys never haold. You
ought to see us go up to the linemen
after they call it. ' think they called
that on you.' ‘Coach, | wasn't holding.’ 1
don't know.

“I told the officials at one point in the
game that it's amazing that we hold and
other teams don't. I'm not being critical
Anytime we win, I'm hnppy But I'm not
happy with penalties.”

&y‘l'uu mentioned the defense not

laying so well, What concerns do g'ou
gavu for the way the defense played?

COOPER: “| thought they had more
yardage throwing than they normally
do. They pmbublgy had a better third-
down conversion than what we've usu-

r_FIE YOU SCRAMBLINGTO FIND THE RIGHT MORTGAGE?
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ally allowed this year. Obviously I was-
t w:ry happy with them catching as
passes as they did.
huy made a nice throw and a nige
catech on the touchdown there that
Antoine (Winfield) gave up, but | wasn't
very happy with that."

Q: Are you warried at all about (Dan)
Stultz with some inconsistency there
with the field-goal kicking?

COOPER: “I'm worried a lot about
that. Absolutely. When you put the ball
down at that end of the field in good
field position and with as much as we
work on field-goal kicking, you ought to
make them."

@Q: Is there some comfort, though, in
the fact that no one seems to
extremely satisfied with this win?

COOPER: “Well, I like that, I don't
want us to be satisfied.”
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 45, Minnesota 15

05U offensive tackle Tyson Walter on how the
offense faltered on several scoring chances: “For
the most part, we started in our own territory and
we had some long drives. We just stalled out at
their 20 a few times, That happens. We just have
to take it one play at a time. We had some silly
mistakes go against us, and we can't afford
those.”

08U offensive guard Rob Murphy on the
offensive line's motivation for the Minnesota
game: “You guys (the media) fired us up this
woek. Keep on writing bad stuff about the offen-
sive line, and wo'll come out and Keep doing what
we're doing.”

Minnesota coach Glen Mason credited his
team's resolve for not giving up when it fell
behind 31-3: “We hung in there and kept battling.
The final score was a little more lopsided than it
could have been.”

08U offensive coordinator Mike Jacobs on
some of the game plan against the Gophers: “The
way we've been passing the ball, they were proba-
bly more conscious of the passing game. They've
had some problems against the pass, so we felt
the draw would work for us.”

0SU split end David Boston shared the ratio-

JOFF BRTHM

BERRY ON THE RETURN — OS8U safety Gary
Berry handled punt return duties for the first
time this year. Here, he sidesteps Minnesota's
Trevis Graham (13) and Luke Braaten (52).

sometimes walk out a linebacker on one of our
recelvers, we could take advantage of that, We
did a pretty good job with the four wide recelver
set.”

nale on his team's early fourreceiver sets: “We
tried to come out and do some fourteceiver sots
and try and got it so thoy had a linobacker cover-
ing one of our receivers. We just wanted to go out
there and make something happen. The first time
we lined up in it 1-saw the linebackers talking and
talking and they didn't know where to go. That's
what we wanted.”

085U fullback Matt Keller on why the Buckeyes

08U linebacker Jerry Rudzinski on what hap-
pened when he hit Minnesota quarterback Billy
Cockerham as he threw, leading to Central
McClellion's interception for a touchdown: “We
lined up and tried to bluff around and make them
think | have the tight end. | got through clean on
that play, and when that happens, you've got to
make something happen. Luckily the ball popped
up in the air and Central was able to make a‘play.”

went with the fourreceiver set: “It came down to
our game plan. We figured why not spread them
out and get the passing game going. We were suc-
cessful last year on some vertical routes, and we
just thought the quads would work. It did for the
most part.”

0SU quarterback Joe Germaine also illustrat-
ed why the fourreceiver scheme could be effec-
tive: “We like to think that with them having to

05U comerback Ahmed Plummer credited
McClellion for his first career touchdown: “I can't
forget Central's interception. That lifted me up.
He's worked so hard, and to get an interception
and to score with it, he deserves congratulations.”

05U safety Gary Berry on the defense's view-
polnt in giving up a late first-half touchdown to the
Gophers: “| was upset. Our team as a whole gets

upset when anybody scores on us. That's just a
simple reaction for our defense. Them scoring was
a little bit disappointing.”

Walter shared what he said to kicker Dan
Stultz after ho missed a 37-yard field goal: “I was
Just telling Dan to keep his head up and do the
best he can. He was just a little frustrated. He's
been real positive about the whole thing, and he's
been working hard at it. That's all we can ask him
to do.”

Mason said he belioved his defense could
have been stronger after allowing 05U a season-
high 586 yards: “| was a little bit disappointed in
our defense today. We knew we would have our
hands full with all the talented guys they have,
and they play a good scheme, but | thought we
played tentative.”

Minnesota safoty Keith Dimmy, a Columbus
Eastmoor graduate, on playing in his hometown:
“It was exciting coming back and knowing a lot of
my family and friends would be here and also to
play against the No. 1 team in the country. It was
a great experience. They're a great team and they
showed it today.”

Minnesota quarterback Andy Persby was mak-
Ing just his second career start, but he believed
he handled it well: “| wasn't too nervous. This is a
great place to play with 93,000, a great field and a
great atmosphere. | played all right. There were a
couple plays, like the pick at the end, I'd like to
have back.”

Persby admits he baited 05U's eager sec-
ondary with play fakes, including one on his 36
yard touchdown pass to Antoine Henderson: “Their
corners are so aggressive. We just tried to fake
them and hit them deep.”

Plummer on Minnesota's passing attack,
which struck for 225 yards agalnst the Buckeyes:
“| think they were trying to mix It up. They tried to
catch us coming up on the short ones and then
throw deep. Then they tried to catch us waiting
back on the deep one and throw short. Thoy had a
good offensive plan. But our coaches were able to
get us in position to make plays.”
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 45, Mlnnesota :|.5

Oct, 17, 1098 = Ohlo ltldlll'l Gﬂlumb:l Ohio

Score by Quarian L] E
MINNESOTA 3 10 6 2 - 15
OHIO STATE 1 17 7 7T - 48
First Quarter

08U — Boson, 6 pass from Germaing (Stwz kick) 6:48; 9 plays,
48 yards, 300

MINN = Boiiey, 24 flelg goa! 3:48; 11 plays, 71 yaras, 2:58

08U — Kattar, 8 run (Stultz kick) 0:43; 8 plays, 77 yards, 3:08
Second Quarter

05U = ann 53 pass from Germaine (Stultz kiek) 11:35: & plays,
80 yards, 1:10

05U — Montgomery, 12 run (Stultz Wick) 6:57; O plays, 7O yards,
330

05U — Stultz, 19 Nakd goal 4:35; B plays, 47 yards, 1:36

MINN — Henderson, 15 pass from Peraby (Bailey kick) 2:27: 7
plays, 73 yerds, 2:08

MINN = Baliey, 32 field goal 0:41; B plays, 41 yards, 1:11
Third Quartes

05U = Wiy, 1 run (Stultz kick) B:31; B plays, 82 yards, 2:34
Fourth Quarter

MINN — Salety, Bartholomew punt blocked out of end zone 8:21

08U = McGieition, 60 interception return (Stultz kick) 7:57

Att, — 03,183
Weather — Sunry, 70 osgrees. Wind 5-10 mph from 5
Team Ststistics

MINN 05U
First Downs 16 ae
Rushing ] 12
Passing 9 14
Penalty 2 o
Rushes-Yards 746 40-230
Passing Yards 228 80
Passes (Att-Comp.int.) 4922:2 43282
Oftansive Plays 76 83
Total Net Yards 271 506
Third Down Efficlency 520 817
Fourth Down Efficiency 13 11
Punts 8480 420.0
Fumbles-Lost 10 00
Penalties 321 774
Time of Possession 26:41 3119

Individual Statistics
RUSHING (AttNet Yds,) — MINN: Cockerham §22; Evans 4-21; Hamner 10-20; Bruce 3.2, Persty 44-19).
O8U: Wiey 12-119; Montgomery 567, Walls 5:20; Keller 517: Germaine (-13; Combs 4-3; Martin 2.2, Garcla

145).
PASSING (Att-Comp InL-Yds TD) — MINN: Persby 42-191.2131; Cockerham 7:3:1-120. OSU;
Germaine 39-27-2-339-2; Garcia 410110,
RECEIVING (Rec.Yda.) — MINN: L 12.108; W 4.84; 343; Hamner 1-9; Evans

1.9; Bruce 1.2, OSU: Boston 10-191; Miller 5-43; Wiley 4-27; Heller 3-20; Garmany 2:19; Rambo 2-16;
Griffin 1-14; Wells 1-11.
PUNTING (NoAvg-Long) — MINN: Rindels 8-46.0-58, 0SU: Bartholomew 3-34,7-40; Team 1-0,
PUNT RETURNS (Na,Yds.) = MINN: Graham 1-40; Leverson 1-3. 08U: Berry 5:38.
KICKOFF RETURNS (No-Yds.) — MINN: Henderson 3-63; T.Carter 2-37; Bruce 1-22. OSU: Wiley 257,
FUMBLE RECOVERIES — MINN: None. O5U: Nohe,
INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) = MINN: Scruggs 1-0; Micd)

ks 1-0. 05U 1-60; Plummer 1-

BACKS == MINN: Smith 1.7; T.Carter 1.5; Michals 1-2. 0SU: Diggs 3.14; Johnson 1-5.

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) = MINN: Smith 1.7; T.Carter 1.5; Richard 1.2: Michals 1.2; Wiliams 1+
1. OSU; Diggs 3-14; Johnson 1.8: Plummer 1.2: Kstzenmoyer 1-2; Moore 1-2.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot,) — MINN: T.Carter 12-6-18: Willams 8-2:10; Dimmy 6-3-9; Scruggs T-1-8;
Middlebrooks £1.8; Poole 2-4-6; Merera 4-1-5; Graham 4-1.5; Hoffman 3-1-4; Drasten 3-1-4; Smith 3-0-
3; Harden 1.2-3: Richard 1.2-3: Hall 20-2; D.Jones 2-0-2; Rackigy 1:0-1; Anderle 1-0-1: Michals 1.0-1;
Sehiecht 1.0-1: Grffin 1.0-1; Wikingon 0-1.1. OSU: Plummer 8:1-9; Oiggs B8-08; Winfleld 7.0.7;
Katzenmayer 6-1.7: Moore 4.248; Johnson 3-2.5; Derry 4-0-4; Cheaiwood 1.2.3: Pickett 2-0-2; McClellion
1-1-2; Cooper 2-1-2; Simpson 1-1-2: Cotton 1-1-2! Wing 1-0-1: Clemants 1-0-1: Homa 1.0-1: Queen 1.0-1;
Balligan 1.0-1; Mitchel! 1-0-1; wells 1.0-1; Wayne 0-1-1; Brown 0-1-1: Ross 0-1-1; Rudzingkl 011,

PLAYERS 'N THE GAME — MINNESOTA: Starters: Offense, Johnson, Larson. Hass, Vevea,
Haayar, Hamiltan, Roth, Hau, Peraby, Mamner, Menderson, Defense, Schiecht, Anderle, Pocle, Smith,
Willinms, Marden, Graham, Middlebrooks, Scruggs, T.Carter, Dimmy. Reserves: Kaller, Hutton,
Cockarham, Hanry, Laverson, Rackiey, Balloy, D.Jones, Bruce, Prigge, Griffin, Grate. Hagman, Rindels,
Evans, Hail, Hoffman, Bean, Osel, Brasten, Richard, Wilkinson, E.Jones, Wasurick, Dettman, Duarr,
Russ, Rawlings, Michals, Mozera, OHIO STATE: Starters: Defense, Dailey. Pickett, Brown, fohnsen,
Diggs. Katzenmoyer, Rudzingki, Winfield, Berry, Moore, Plummer, Offenss, Boston, Germany, Waiter,
R.Murphy, K.Murphy, Gllbert, Burris, Germaine, Wiley, Mitler, Rambo. Reserves: Mitchall, Bellisan,
Cooper. Moherman, Garcie, Ming, Clements. McClellion, Cacchio, C.Sanders, Keller, Wells, Out,
Montgomory, Simpaon, Ross, Nickey, Martin, Bartholomew, Griffin, Combs, Wirk, §tults, Lavrar,
Chestwood, Celton, Mopkins, Gurr, Bentley, Flaming, Etford, Warnke, Wisniewski, Lumpkin, Payne,
Houser, Woyno, Wilson, Homa, Eisenhard, Queen.

Season Statistics

1995 CameByQame
Date  Opposest (AF Rask®) W/L  Bcers  Crowd
BorL 8 [1) o Weat Vepeia (11) W 417 Gha00
w400

Sept. 12 (1) TOLIDO 93,349

Sept. 19 (1) MSSOURI (1) W IS14 92300
Ost. 3 (1) PENN STATE () w280 0934T
Oet 10 (1) ot Inoky W 410 4030
Oxt, 17 (L) MINNESOTA woAR13 an

Ot 24 93 Nor Tmesinm
Ot 33 o Indiana

Mow. T MICHMOAN STATE

Feow, 14 Bl lows

Now. 71 MICHROAN

*humbet I paranthesed belon opporant’s name i
IS gy day AP ranking: reamber alier 0ppanand’s nama

I8 cpponant’s gane day AP raning.
= Team Statiniies
osu
Fal Bowra Ty ‘25-
HRusrung 13 N
Pasaing 12 %
Penatty 2 1
Ao Pai Gamna/Mush 2232 0.5
g Put 2818 are
Total Offenae 032 1364
Totst Plays 408 180
Avarnge Fot Game B03.7 ma
Averagn Pas Play 0.0 a8
Penatises Yards 47429 3187
Furnbies Lowt 164 T4
3r0 Down Efficiancy aT-08 10003
483 A90
Ath Down [fciency o6 312
A1 A1
1243 1585
Tma of Possession Avg. 21:30 28:24
Scars By Quaiters 1 2 3 & Tot.
Opponents 6 M 5 9 55 02
Atandancs Gamas Tolal g:
Home (]
iy 1 114,700 87,400
Total 6 AaTATD 81,013
Individunl Blatistics
AL Nel. Ay ™
Jow Monigomary 832 128 ea 4 M
Jonathan Welly M 1 a0 2 14
Matt Rl 17 62 A 1 12
Dereh Comba 2 e 7 0 12
Cwe Maiter H 14 10 0 10
JETMOn Jaseacn 2 & 40 o 4
Jumar Martin 8 o 12 o 4
Iedry Weditwooks 1 1 a0 o 3
Bewnd Bar tholamas 1 4 40 [
doa Garmars a0 41 a8 0 12
Iekark Garcia e | a0 a8 o
OBU Totais 204 1408 50 14 TE
OPP Tetals s 543 30 2 2
l% Neo.  Yurde m R %
on 4
Dea Mutir P 403 16.0 FI ]
Michael Wiley 13 o 82 1
Nagge Germary 11 178 180 3 4
John Lumpkin a 123 154 i
Mty aller L 48 20 0 18
s Marun a 82 130 o a7
Aanvon Ramba 3 55 183 0o »
dunmy Medmone 2 28 123 [ -]
Diarik Wairan ] 21 108 o 17
Kaevin Qailfin 1 4 a0 0 14
Jonathen Wi 1 11 110 o u
Ty Westtroohy 1 T 10 o 7
Jou Mortgomery 1 3 80 0 8
S Withas ik 1 3 a0 0 3
Duren Comb 1 1 10 L] 1
08U Tetals 131 4880 40 1 W
QPP Totals " B3 R4 F I
S T0O KPR LPP EPR PG PTS
E?I""w 0 W8 = — Td W
Michawl Wiley 7 e S |
Devia Boston 4 - = 1 =N
Jon Montgormery 4 - = - - 24

Regga Gamay 3 = — — — 18
Dae Miligt s S
Jonathan Welly 2 - = = = 12
Derek Comen 1 - ok am =
ioa Cooper 1 - = = =
Na'l Diges 1 = ek e o
Lumphin i - - = = 0
Contral MeCHalon 1 e |
Jotry Rugnios 1 - =
ioe Garmaine ] - 11 = = 0
03U Totals 30 2839 14 4 T4 22
OPP Totals 6 B6 0L O 44 83
Pas L AM, Pet, Yds, INT_TOR
MirkGorcla B 19 421 144 0 11204
Sweve Galiaan 3 S 800 24 O 03003
AstnMobarman 0 L 000 0 O O 0O
Jonsihantells 0 1 000 © O 0 0O
O3 Totss 131 203 803 2080 3 12 1478
OPP Totals D8 208 474 B3 » 3 TTA
FG Distanes 029 30-30 4049 B0+ Tetsd
T : .
03U Totats 22 38 24 03 Taa
OPP Totals 14 12 22 00 48
Mo, Vs, L0
Team 1 o 00 1] 0
05U Totals 20 139 407 2 "
OPP Tutals B2 2239 433 32 e
Interee o, Yas. ™
Contral MeClailion 160600 1 00
Na'll Diggs 1 Wis0 © W
Parcy Ming £ 2-an 00 3
Tim Chastwood 1 o6 060 o a0
Diawid Matches i 0 oo O ]
Bamon Modis 1 000 0 o
03U Totais " B 31 W
OFF Totais 3 008 o o
Pust Returne No. Vi, % ™ L_-!!
David Boston 8 17 88 0 37
Gary Derry B 8265 0 1
Percy Hung 1 bao o0 0O
Jou Cooper 0 000 1 0O
O Tetals s 268 14 1 37
OPF Tetals 17 123 13 o o
Kicka!l Haturns Ne. Vs h‘j ™o *
Kenvon Ramba 4 80225 0 26
Jonathan Weils 3 0 0 22
Regge 1 4140 0 18
08U Totals 13 a3t o M
OPF Tolals 22 BT 0 B

Antoune Windeld n s 38 14
Ne'il Diggs % 1T 13 314
Joary Ruagingsi 14 0 4 &7 233
Aremad Plurmnmar 2 1 10 310 -
Brend johnson 12 1w 13 > 8
Gary Dairy i 5 21 244 140
Jon Coapar 3 1T w 3 -
Contrad Mg Cielion 7T 0 14 - -
Misy Coiling T 4 11 13 3
Tem Chastwood 5 & 11 1 -
Ryan Psat T 3 W 6 -
Jou Brown & 85 10 M -
Parey Wang o 31 9 - -
Do Mhitchadl | T | L] - -
Bieve Dallaad q A [ ] - -
Jamas Cotion e 2 8 »M1 3T
Aandy Homs 5 2 1 I .
Dwerass Ross « 5 3 L - =
Clirton Wayre 1 a4 L - -
Mate Crements B 1 0 - -
Fumbdes

Forcad
1 — Jow Cooper. Jarry Ruarausi, James Cotien,

Fumblas Aatovared
1 = Tirm Chesimogd, Anmed Pramened, bty Budznas.
Ni'H Dvgdy.

Blocked Kighs
1 == Stwwn Delinar, Parcy rng.

< L

Monday — Free chicken wings
5-7 p.m.
* Tuesday — 75 cent drafts 3-
9 p.m.
SE \L?’ednﬁsd;y — 25 cent wings,
araoke m.-1 am.
SPOP!S LOUNGE R Thursday = Ladies Day 3-
9 p.m.: $1 well drinks, 25 cent
uice.
* Friday — Free pizza 5-7 p.m.

2165 Hilliard-Rome Rd.
Columbus, OH 43065

(614) 771-6116

You’re Naked In There
We Put A New Bathtub Over
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for FREE in-homie estimate
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.
e by b b
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I know that they lost by scores of 41-0
and 45.15, but [ think Illinois and
Minnesota played about as well ns they
could play against Ohio State in their
recent games.

The talent gap between the Buckeyes
and teams like the Mini and Gophers is so
huge that even when clubs like QSU's lat-
est two victims turn in a strong effort, they
are still looking at a loss of 30 points or

more,

The Buckeyes have the great fortune of
having a really strong team in a yoar when
the Big Ten — a conference that [ usually
feel doesn't get ita due — is pretty weak.
Oh, upsets are nlways possible. But the

mknwahnwnmwmmunbum
sides of the ball that the chance of a major-
ity of their weapons having a bad day on
the same Saturday are pretty slim. And
even if a bundle of players had a bad day,
how many teams are there in the Big Ten
that have the weapons of their own to take

ndvantage?
With the various ties, flumbles and
now a blocked punt that the Buckeyes have

suffered, and with the periodic inability to
grind cut needed short yardage, its true
that the Buckeyes have not played ns
crisply as one might expect a championship
team to play.

The Buckeyes are undefeated, however,
ranked No, 1 in the nation, and in six
games haw:yu:whuvuatmmgetc!uer
than 17 points. More important, the
remaining opponents have still not shown
they are ready to contend with the
Buckeyes, although the sloppy track at the
Michigan-Northwestern game on Oct. 17
pmmgnlfmt inclement weather might be an
equalizer against Ohio State,

No, I haven't made my reservations to
Thmpewt.ﬁmdldoub&l will unless proved

r]:ﬂ ot the end of the regular season.
Butynu ve to like the Buckeyes' chances
the rest of the way.

Bring on Nerthwestern.

Fullback Of The Present
One of the freshmen who has really
cnught the fancy of Buckeye fins s big full-

Originally Published: Oct. 24, 1998

TNy rrTYTYSYT,

EIEWROSHHIG o 5 S
OSU Definitely Getting Everybody’s Best Shot

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

back Jamar Martin. The Canton, Ohio,
native has worked his way into the rotation
faster than many might have predicted.

But let's not forget to give incumbent
Matt Keller his due. People tend to write
him off as a fullback tra in n tailback’s
body. But if you go by listed heights and
weights (which admi can be question-
able), hnllufmmpnrnbolintchhrﬂn
The annlotn e-day two-deeps had
Keller at 6-0, mmnﬁnMMarﬁnntB-
1, 235.

Besides, the bottom line is that Keller is

an ou
with his 10-catch, 191-yard
agninst the Gophers. Like all the great
Ohio State receivers of recent years, Boston
in also willing to throw a block downfield.
And at 6-3, 215 pounds, he can be nn effec-
tive force moving "
I can remember when that was good size
for n tight end. Starters at tight end in the
Buckeyo-Gopher game  were  John
Imphnntﬁ-ﬁ 260 and Alex Hass for
Minnesota at 6-5, 270,

More Ohio State Speed
In this spaco last issue, I mentioned the

mmﬁydudamummmuimpwum
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of s in nll sports these days.

the section on speed in football, TSN
listed the players they determined to be the
fastost in the NFL. With all the bumers
that John Cooper and company have
brought to Columbus and then sent to the
pros of late, I igured some ex-Buckeye had
mbeunthmn.nd.lumunough..lm
i 40, The piayer Gallowny was tied with 9

40. was wil
was none other than Deion Sanders.

Kevin Mathis, a cornerback. for the
Cowboys, topa the list at 4,19, followed by
Rocket Ismail of the Carclina Panthers at
4,20,

TSN is quick to point out that recording
40 times is an inexact science, noting that
Galloways 4.23 was from n workout at
Ohio State in 1995 and Sanders’ most
recent “official” time was clocked in 1989,

The article also lists former Buckeye
“Big Daddy" Dan Wilkinson as one of the
defengive tackles in the NFL who parlayed
his speed into a big-money contract ($21.4
million) over this past off-season.

“Mamas, have your sons grow up large
and fast,” the article suggests,

Rating The Tackie Tandems

In an article on the 1973 OSU football
team that nppeared in our lnst issue, noted
Buckeye historian Jack Park suggested
that John Hicks and Kurt Schumacher,
who anchored the Buckeye offensive line
that season, may have been the best pair of
tackles OSU has ever had.

When mm.’u% that, 1 quickly ht of
the tandem of Korey Stringer and Orlando
Pace — both now in the pros — from a cou-
ple of seasons back. Someone else suggest-
od Dave !"::113/ and Rufus Mayes from the
1968 national championship team. What
do somae of you latter writers think?
Seeing as some of you tend to not write
when the team is doing well (nre we all in
agreement that the Buckeyes have played
well so far?), [ also solicit your opinions on
mwuﬂtwquuﬂnml seem to be asked the
most Lately: "l: Andy Katzenmoyer having

n sonson?”
Write us at PO. Box 12453, Columbus,
OH 43212, fax us at (614} 486-3650,
send your e-mnil to us at
bsb@buckwpmu com,

Mail Servico

[ know 'veal!hnardﬂ\huﬁ-nin{mn
us before, but postal service seems to have
really taken a downturn with the past two
issues. Once again, I strongly urge those of
you havin uuub]egacnnsymxrpnperlnn
timely mgmn to upgrade to first-class mail
in an envelope. We can upgrade your exist-

mg s on for $1 per re issue.
the Buck oot nd e 5
thbu‘ i:}tmdod ?;mntim Ir.-l" E&pa. gt
ur in a timel on
m mopr:w more mtful For more
information on a first-class upgrade, give us
a call at (614) 486-2202.

Ahead
S iaran i f e il
Ohio State will qui y see the two confer-

mtmrn.lilbmtiﬂnyﬂlﬂmpmm

ﬁuBuckmlopmthelMBl 'Ihn
season at home against Wisconsin

umbus on 9,
The Buckeyes do not play Indiana or*
Northwestern next soason.

tion of the Cincinnati Reds,

more.

REDS FANS!

Follow The Reds Year-Round In Reds,Report

eds Report, the official monthly publica-
is must
reading for every Reds fan. Each informa-
tion-filled Issue includes player features; his-
torical articles; extensive minor league cover-
age with features on top prospects, com-
plete statistics and farm club updates; box
scores and game summaries for every Reds
game; complete team and individual statis-
tics; a Reds mamorabilia section and much

1Year (12 issues) — $27.95

Reds Report for $27.95.
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