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Passing Game =

Germaine For
OSU Success

Senior Rewriting Record Book

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Nuekeys Sports Bullatin Staff Weiter

It may have been o regular October
football Saturday for most of the Ohio
State Buckeyes in o 410 win over Minois,

but for Joe Gurmaine, it wis o
Bt

'.I‘hn sonior lu‘ tioxd two school

ind, throwing for 807

yards mﬁnti'tm l.:u . The yardage

total gives him a pair of 300-yard games
minnnamnndllmlhrhhmmr, tying
Art Schlichter for both marks,

Germaine now has 40 touchdown pass-
om, oo for thind plasce in school history,
Just 10 behind Schlichter in second place.
Bobby Hoyings 57 is the OSU standard.

Not badd numbers for a guy in his first
VOOr me i troe startor,

Germaine hoas nine TDy and just ane
intereeption this year, a mark of his savvy,
consistency and composure, and he's
randeed smong the nation’s top 16 in pass-
ing efficiency. His name even popped up on
ESPN ns i I-Inmmm Trophy candidate

ﬂ

“1 like Joe Germaine,” Buckeye coach
John Coopor said, “1 like his poise, | like his
demeanor, 1 lke the way he runs the
offonse.

“Obwviously, he can lhmw the foothall
and he has good necuracy.”

Now that the job s n solo routine
inutead of a paies competition, Germaine
haw boen able to relax. He'ls throwing the
ball well and is o determined londer, some-
thing the Buckeyes love.

Even with his gaudy muombers, he'ls not
entirely satiafied.

“I folt comfiortable (ngainst [lingis), but
[ enn got better,” Gormaine said. “We've got
a really good scheme.”

It includes throwing undemeath the
coverage to loosen things up before trying
the home run ball, The Buckeyes had two
of those against Mlinvis, a 30-yarder from
Germaine to David Boston and a 37-yarder
from Cormaine to Reggie Gormany for
soores

“Wa go into every game feoling we can
Ikt o doep ball” sald Germaine, namid the
Big Bear Buckeye of the Week. “"Our
meceivers have done a good job getting their
andl gotting open downlield.”

Ohio State’s offense sputtored at times
against the 1lini, but Germaine was able
to work through that, Hig opposite, Illinots
true freshman Kurt Kittner, wasn't quite
ns lucky,

Experience may have spolled the differ
enon for the two competitons.

“I think the quarterback offensively was
the differunce,” Cooper said. *Both teams
have similar philosophies defensively
whare they're going to try to foree the other
team to throw the football.

“1 don't konow if we atte more
possen than they did. 1f there are nine peo-
ple up there, you'vo got to throw the foot-
ball.”

Well Armed

Germaine has o reputation for being a
great passer on shorter plays, but not for
having n major leaguo arm.

That perception changed agninst the
IMind with Germaine’s two long TI) passes,
His arm is better than ramorsd, and his
work in the film room adds another dimen-
gion to his skill — propamdness, some-
thing n good leader must have.

"He watchos film and he always comes
in ready” Boston said. “There’s nothing
that's going to surprise him.”

He's also tough, ns hits against Ponn
State, Missouri and Minois have shown.
Though he's bounced back to his feot every
tima, thes coaches are a little worried about
hig penchant for getting smocked by
defenders,

“oe is m tough guy,” Cooper said,
“Sometimes he acts like he doesn’t mind
taking those shots, I don't want him to take
those shots.”

Germaine knows the quarterback posi-
tion ot Cthio State is a vigible one, sulject (o
much second-guessing and hand-wringing.
But his play so far this season has allowed
quarterbacks coach Tim Salem to sleop
eanter at night,

“We're lucky and fortunnte to have a
puy who has played so many gumnes,”
Salem added. “But he is also in tune with
the: game. That is my job, making sure he's
ready to go an Saturday.

“I progeam his mind. Its kind of like
foeding 0 computer, Onee I've got it pro-
grammed Monday through Friday, 1 just
have to ot him play on Saturday”

You'll never see Gormnine yanking off

PP A

AIR GERMAINE — A standout performance against Ilinois vaulted
Buckeye gquarterback Joe Germaine up the record books. His 307
yards gave him two 300-yard games this year and three for his
career, tying Art Schlichter on both counts.

his helmet, yolling ot linemen or reforoes
or, renlly, showing any outward signs of
emotion on the field.
That gives him an edge on the field.
“Thats a gil,” Salem said. “Those are
things you learn at a young oge, growing

sup. T bo able to stand in there almost like

n statue and know that some guy is rn.
ning in thore to hit you underneath the
chin and knock the wind out of you, that
takes u spocial breed of cat,

“He definitely has that element in the
game, That's samething that the pro scouts
coming through like to seo, You don't like to
see your quarterback take hits like that,
but he stays focused with his eyes on the
routes downfield. He doos not care who's
coming at him or how many are coming at
him.*

Quiet Confidence

Germaine may indeed be o Heisman
eandidate in the oyes of the national
medin, but he'll nover let on that he's exeit-
ol about it

When asked about tying Schlichter’s
records, ho simply deflocted the praise to
his teamimates.

“It's great to be part of something like
that, but I have to put the ball out there for
them to catch it," be said, “When the
dofense is trying to stop our running game,
we can go back to the passing game. That
warked a lot today, and we hit some big
plays.”

The. truth is, Gormaine is o fiery com-
petitor who really is excited abouat the
Buckeyos' success. But, again, he's not
going to let his visnge chynge from moment
to mament on the field,

“He's got his own intemal character
that he is loose,” Salem said. “But his dofi-
nition of loose ix sure the hell different than
ours, which is good because hels got o groat
demeanor,

“The game is very important to him. His
success and how he prepares himsolf, he
takes i lot of pride in those things, 1ts good

Continued On Page 10




Continued From Page 1

ta coach o guy like that.”

While other top-notch programs like
Florida, Florida State and Nebraska
have struggled with new quarterbacks
this year, OSU plows forward with a
teated veteran at the contrals,

1 don’t worry about Joe keeping his
poise,” Cooper said. “That's one thing |
know he'll do. Some of these other
tenmsa like Florida or Penn State are
trying to find n quarterback.”

Offensive coordinator Mike Jacobs
seldom has to worry about the play of
his quarterback because he knows first-
hand what Germaine can do, The
offense has been twealked a little this
yoar, involving more rollouts and a mov-
ing pocket in front of Germaine, but the
senior has graspoed every concept,

“Certainly Joe gives you a different

Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1998

Veteran Germaine Makes Huge Difference

dimension than a freshman QB,” Jacobs
said. “It's just a world of difference. If
we ean protect him and let him see the
field like we did in the first half (against
Ilinois), he can burn you for o lot of
yards.”

The Buckeyes are No. 1 in the nation
and getting it dono n variety of ways —
big plays, defense, specinl teams, the
whole equation.

But it all starts with Germaine, who
knows better than most that he's being
watched like few quarterbacks ot Ohio
State have,

And he beams after each successive
performunce, happy with his play but
not content with where he wanta to go
— back home to Arizona for a national
championship battle in the Fiesta Bowl.

He'll gladly take o day like Nlinois if
it's going to get the Buckeyes to their
ultimate goal.

“Anytime you play a good game, you

The Germaine Filo

Hare are the career passing stats for senior Joe Germaine:

Yoar ___GP-GS Comp.  Att.  Pet Yds. JDs __ INTs
1996 121 80 147 54.4 1,103 15 4
1997 130 129 210 61.4 1.847 16 9

55 83 136 610 1182 9 1
Career 30-6 292 493 59.2 4,222 40 14
0SU Career Rank ist Gth 3rd

want to remember that,” Germaine
said. “You want to remembor what
you're fooling like. I did some good
things today. I'm really eloge and I'm
gotting better sach week, We'll have to

weo what happens.”

Probably the same thing that hap-
pens snch time Goermaine plays well
an Ohio State victory and a day of great
numbers.
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Buckeyes Blank lllini

OSU Passes
Maturity Test
With 41-0 Win

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buokeye Sports Bulletin Editor

After conquering three ranked teams
in it first four games, the challenge for
Ohio State in its road trip to Big Ten
doormat [llinois would be to see if it
could maintain a high intensity lovel.

That question was answered quickly,
though, as the top-ranked Buckeyes
started and finished strongly in a 41-0
whutout of the Hlini before a crowd of
46,390 Oct. 100 in Champaign,

“This is 6 game that tested our matu-
rity,” said OSU safoty Damon Moore, a
lender of the defense that held the Hlini
to just 43 yards rushing. “If wo're o
good, mature team, we can't take any-
body lightly and come out here and
barely win.

“We're going to put points on the
bonrd, The defense came out and got a
shutout, Even the younger guys came in
and fought hard, They didn't want to
give it up, either”

0OSU (5-0, 2-0) was never threatencd -~

in the win, jumping out to a 24-0 half-
time lead and tacking on o defensive
score on linebacker Na'il Diggs' 47-yard
fumble return for a touchdown in the
fourth quarter.

IMinois (2-4, 1-2), which hod just 12
first downs and 199 yards total offense,
didn't move across midfield until latedn
the first half. The closest the Hlini came
to weoring came with just under seven
minutes left when they gave the ball up
on downs ot the OSU 15-yard line,

“You're happy snytime you shut out a
foothall team,” said OSU coach John
Cooper. "l don't care how young they
were,

The future is now for the Ilini, who
have rebounded nicely after a winloss
REBAON B YOAr BRo. [ly““ni" conch Ron
Turner has put his tonm’s offensive for-
tunes in the hands of two freshmen,
quarterback Kurt Kittner and tailback
Rausell “Rocky™ Harvey.

But the Buckeyes succeeded in
stymying the youngsters, Harvey was
held to 29 yards on 16 carries, while
Kittner hit on just 19 of 43 passes for
166 yords,

“We just came out and wanted Lo exe-
cute our game plan and take care of
business,” said  linebacker Andy
Katzenmayer, who joined Moore and
cornerback Antoine Winfield in leading
the Buckeyes in tackles with six.

“I was n little nervous toward the
ond when the twos came out and let
them drive down there a little hit. But
I'll take s shutout any day of the week,”
he said.

Over on offense, OSU quarterback
Joe Germaine enjoyed one of his beat
days ns o Buckeye, He completed 17 of
28 pamsos for 307 yards nnd three touch-
downs,

Between his team's inability to get
much guing offensively and OSU's aeri-
ul firewarks, Turner was impressed

“T'hat's what they do, they just keep
coming after you,” he said. “They hit

Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1998

MIT BREE

MILLER BRINGS IT DOWN — Ohio State wideout Dee Miller cradles a Joe Germaine pass against
Ilinois Oct. 10, one of his five receptions on the day, OSU's air game accounted for over 300 yards
against the Fighting Ilini in a 41-0 win.

poma big plays in the passing game. Wo
were in some tight coverage nnd they
made some nice catches in there”

Gormaine's top targets were split
end David Boston (five catches, 96
ards and one touchdown) and fanker
Dee Miller (four catches, 99 yards).

“Wo knew we could take tham deep,”
Boston said.

The Gory Details

OSU opened the scoring with Dan
Stultz's 40-yard field goal on the gamae's
initinl possession, OSU moved 59 yards
in nine plays to set up the kick, with the
key play being Germuine's 33-yard pass
to Miller. But after Germaine missed
Michnel Wiley on o third-down pass,
08U settled for Stultz's kick and a 3-0
lead with 11:32 loft in the first quarter.

Two ions later, the Buckeyes
notched their first touchdown with o 13-
play, 79-yard march. Germaine hit
Boston for n 16-yard gain and tight end
John Lumpkin for 19 more before the
ground game took over. Joo
Montgomery ripped ofl an 18-yard gain
and Wiley followed with a 14-yarder,
setting up first-and-10 at the Hlini 11.

On second down there, Wiley carried
for 9 yards down to the Illini 2. His run
Lo the right side produced no gain, set-

ting up fourth-and-1 at the 2. Wiley
leaped over the top and was shy of the
goal ling, touching ofl o pramature [lini
calobration.

The officials brought the chains in
and found OSU had picked up the first
down at the Illini 1. £wrin|: rom there
proved to be a struggle, too, as fullback
Matt Keller and then Wiley were both
ntnrpml for no gain,

“inally on third down, Germaine
foked the handoff and passed to
Lumpkin in the back of the end 2one for
the 1-yard TD and n 10-0 lead with 2:62
left in the first quarter.

“Wa ran two plays off-tackle at the
gonl line and got snubbed,” Lumpkin
snid. “So then we ran some play-action,
We slipped two guys into the end zone.
The guy took Matt Kellor and 1 was
open in the back. It was an easy throw
and eateh,”

At face value, it looked like the Hlini
made the Buckeyes blink by having to
resort to a pass, Germaine didn't see it
that way, though.

“Wa're on the l-yard line,” he said.
“We like to think we're tough enough
and physical enough to punch it in

“We wers lucky we got the first down
there, and then we had o good play-
nction fuke. They were expecting the
run there.”

OS1's next score came eanrly in the
second quarter, the result of a five-play,
70-yard drive. The big play was
Germaine’s 40-yard post pass to a div-
ing Miller at the Mlini 18.

OSU was backed up by a holding
eall, but three plays Inter Germaine hit
Boston with a short slant, He avoided o
tackle attempt by [llini  safety
Muhammad Abdullah and picked up a
hig block from teammate Regge
Germany on his way to the 30-yard
touchdown, a play that pushed OSU's
lead to 17-0 with 11:17 left in the second
quarter,

“That's a play we work on a lot in
practice,” Boston said. “If the two line-
backers blitz, you've got a slant route. 1
made the right read, Joe did too, and it
worked oul for us.”

The lead went to 24-0 on OSU's next
possession as the Buckeyes moved 63
yards in six plays. The key play was
Germaine's 12.yard pass to fullback
Jamar Martin to convert a third-and-6
at the Hlini 49, On the next play,

n stalemato at the line of ser
and we weren't able to do it.

there, But they did a good job of getting

Ger dialed up Germany on a 37-
yard post pass for the score. The sopho-

12 * BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN October 17, 1998



OHIO STATE VS. ILLINOIS
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more gol behind Abdullah and ensily
hauled in Germaine's spiral at the goal
line with 6:19 left in the first half.

“Thot was just o good ball by Joe,”
Germany said. “It was o play called for
twoe people to run a post. Ken-Yon
{Hum‘)n} held up the one safety and Joo
put the ball up top.”

Minovis mounted its best offensive
push against OSU's first-team defense
just belfore halltime. Aided by an OSU
penalty on Germany for roughing the
runior, the Hlini drove to the OSU 33
wiore losing the ball on downs with 66
secondn left in the half.

On OSU's first play, Germaine hit
Boston for u 38-yard gain to the Illini
28. But a sack and an illegal procedure
call shoved O8U back, amlf Stultz camo
up short on n 67-yard field goal attempt
with 19 seconds left,

Although down 24-0 to start the sec-
ond hall, the ok did not immoediately
fade. They forced punts on OSU's first
two second-hall possessions, and the
teams played a scoreless third quorter.

Finally, the Buckeyes tacked on a
field |Eudl| early in the fourth quarter.
Stultz’s seanon-best 46-yarder aplit the
uprights after an eight-play, 22-yard
possession stalled, Still, OS increased
the margin to 27-0 with 12:51 loft in the
game,

The OSU defense got into the scoring
column for the second woek in n row on
IMinoig® ensuing possession. Kittner
dropped back to pass, but end James
Cotton enme unblocked and hit him to
coause a fumble. Diggs scooped it up and
rolled 47 ynrds for tﬂl touchdown and o
340 lead with 10:67 left in the game.

“It bounced right up, I picked it right
up,” Diggs said, "My first thought was
get the touchdown and seore. Every
wook the defense wonts to score.”

After the second-tenmn defonse
turned the Hlini away on downs with
6:13 left, OSU's second-team uffﬂlucl
mounted an vight-play, Bd-yard scoring
march. The big !:lu_v wis buckup quars
terback Mark Garein's 39-yard pass
down the left sideline to a leaping
Ramba. Four plays later, backup tail-
back Jonathan Wells punched it in from
2 yoards out to moke it 41-0 with 3:45
left

Game Notas
* Germaine was whistled for o hold-
ing call on a reverse to Rambo,

“Con you imagine that? A holding
penalty on a quarterback,” he said.

When asked whother he was guilty,
he smiled and replied, “Maybe a little
bit, but it wasn't on purpose.”

* Boaton received an unsportsman-
ke conduct penalty for celobrating
with fans behind the end zone after his
TD catch,

“1 shouldn't have done that,” he
said. "1 should have given the ball
back to the roferes as soon as | scored
and just celebrated with my team-
mitis,

“You make s groat play, you give the
ball back and celebrate with your
teammuntes, Thot's understood. T felt it
shouldn't have been o penalty, but it
doesn't matter what 1 think ™

* Including those two penalties, OSU
was Nogged for 11 penalties worth 104
yards, The Hlim were hit three times for
J6 yards

“We had way too many penalties,”
Cooper said. “We hove kids continu-
ing to make mistakes in the open
field. We have to correct those mis-
takes.”

* OSU captured the Ilibuck trophy
for the fourth consecutive year. The
Buckeyes hold n 52.20-2 advantage in
the Hlibuck series since it started in
1626,

o Ilinois fell to 313 in games
ir:fmnnl. a No. 1 tenm. OSU was the first

0. l-ranked team to play in Memorial
Stadium since Michigan in 1977,

* [llinois was shut out for the first
time under Turner, its second-year
conch. OSU was also the last team to
ghut out the Hlini, winning 48:0 Nov. 9,
1996, in Champaign.
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OHIO STATE VS. ILLINOIS

OSU Discovers New Weapons At Illinois

Jumar Martin is only a freshman and part-time player on
the Ohio State foothall team, but he's been around the pro-
jgrum long enough to know the Buclusyes bear big goals ench
and overy woek

Playing an overmatchod [linois team was reason for
Martin and fellow members of the offense to expect, well, per-
foction

“Onur goals were to dominate on
the offensive line, have no
hurmovers, Boome every  lune we
touch the ball, and win,” the burly
product of Canton, Ohio, said with-
out & wink.

Well, the Buckeyes did hang
onto the ball and certainly soored
enough points to win going away,
but the unstoppable dominance
wveryone was looling for stayed
back in Columbua

OSU was just 7 of 16 on third-
down conversiond in the game and 1-for< on second-and-
short (2 yards or loss). The lone exception came when reserve
tailback Jonuthan Wells scored on second-and-goal from the
2 to produce the final score of 410,

That ended the game on o high note and kept the
Buckeyes from leaving Champaign too concerned about the
of e

“Thats pretty much n downhill play,” smd Wells, also a
freahiman. “1 went to the middle and 1 was lucky enough to
punch it in. Anytime you get in the game you want to score,
und it wis o mice exclamation point. Anytime you can scom
mare points, it helps for the polls and all that stoff

“We wore disappointed more young guys couldnt get in
earlier, but our offense will bounce back and regroup.”

Running Game Stalled

It sounds downright spoiled for an offense to lament a 41-
0 win, but this is Ohio State, the No. 1-ranked team in the
country, and 500-yard outputs and scoring explosions are
expectnd mymonrs, especinlly sgainst an outfit like inois

The shutout certainly didnt hurt OSUs standing atop the
polls, but Wells' tonchdown was the only one via the ground
all day, s the Buckeyes were hald to 161 net yands rashing
in 46 attempts for o vory mortal aversge of 3.6 yards per play.

Starter Michaol Wiley had to bo licking his chops watch-
ing film dunng the week, but he was bottled up with 18 car
ries for 68 yards, Backup Joo Montgomery goined 58 yards in
11 totes and appeared to make better use of his blocking,

INSIDE
THE

OFFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

“I was a litthe disappointed, even though they wers
slacking mgainst the run, becaiise | thought we missed on
opportunities when wo had them,” OSU running backs
ooach Tim Spencer said.

“T thought Joe ran the ball real well, P'm not going to
i judgment on Michael or anybody until | have a chanoe
to review the film, but [ thought we missed a few holes
today.”

Wiley, who hnd 500 yards rushing the first three games,
has come back W carth in the Big Ten, but hell still be the
main man in the teams bhomecoming game with
Minnesoti,

“I don't see us doing anything different from what we'ne
doing right now,” Spenoer said, “We have guys in there we
think can make plays, but that doesn't mean you're alwiys
joing to make them. But if the guys we have in aren't play-
ing to the best of their ability, then we can always go t the
next guy”

Mate alnrming than the lnck of big runs was the inabil-
ity to pick up first downs in short-yardage situations. That
problem was on prominent display in the first quarter
whien OSU ran four straight plays near the goal line for vir-
tually no gain. The Buckeyes did, however, eke out o first
down in the process and eventually scomed on an over-the-
top pass froe Joo Germaine to tight end John Lumpkin,

“T thought we were down in the end zone with Matt
Keller, personally,” offensive coordinator Mike Jocobes said
of the goal-line sequence, “1 don't think it a matter of being
stubborn, If you ean got first-and-goal at the half-yard line,
we just. figured it made sense to keep running it

“We knew all along we could got o first down, so that
was our thought prooess.”

Fighting Lino

The coaching stafl’ belioves the offensive line is still
mnking stridos, but the group didn't exactly blow linois off
the ball with regularity. The unit seemed particularly dis-
intervsted in the third quarter, when the Duckeyes were
heeld seoreless and acoomplished Little offensively.

Jacobe, though, il so sure hils front line took o step
backward,

“I'don’t bolieve that was the case,” ho said. “I'd have o
see the film before | make that kind of statement. We would
have liked to have run the football a little bettor, especially
in the short-yardage gitustions, but I'm not going to make
an vverall statement about the line.”

Jocoba and the rest of the offensive conches, however,
weren't happy at all with OSUs 11 penalties, many coning
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KEN-YON RAMS ILLINOIS — While not
exnctly a breakout performance, OSU sopho-
more Ken-Yon Rambo shows he can make the
tough catches. He hauled in this 39-yard pass
from Mark Garcia on the Buckeyes' final scor-
ing drive at Illinois.

on illegal procedure calls. OSU also allowed three kacks for o
Joas of 24 yards,

“They had some good stunts with their front four,” Germaine
waid in defiense of the line. “That's kind of confusing. Sometimes
thiy ean get in there, and 1 understand that. We're not going to
b perfioct every time.”

Goermaine To The Rescue

With the running game up on blocks, the Buckeyes
employed n well-conosived passing attack with Genmaine
sproading the woalth and finding the seams being given.

“We're not o one-dimensional team,” said reostver Roggie
Germany, who caught a pair of passes, one for n 87-yard score
“We can throw the ball when we can't run the ball. We just
found another way to get first downs”

Iivolved early was Lumpkin, who had o season-high three
catches for 32 yards, all in the first quarter.

“TI oo feeling for me to be able to get involved early and
really contribute more as fiar as cateliing the ball” said
Lumpkin, who had five catches for 91 yards in OSU four pre-
vious gumes, “Its o confidence boost.™

Laxnaphkin burned U down the middle of the Geld aa the Hlini
defongive backa clected to “bracket® OSU wideouts David
Boston and Dee Miller in two-receiver sets

“They were dropping their safieties out and pretty much giv-
ing us the middle,” Lumpkin said. “They try to stop you from
getting out with a linobacker, but usually 1 do a pretty good jolby
of petting by those guys.

“You've got to read that on the move because you never know
until the play starts, They could be in o fur-pronged defense or
o 42 When they brncket and the safeties split, you've got to
read that because the whole route is different.”

OSU had similar midssason success with Lumpkin and
Steve Wisniewnki last season when teams were beginning to
conoentrte on Boston and Miller,

“If they're going to let our wideouts entch the ball 156 yards
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downfleld, thon that is what wo're going to
o to time and again,” Jacobs said. “IF they
start to bracket and do different things, then
we have to go to ranning backs and tight
ends, Wi knew that would become maore
profninent o8 Lhe season went along.”

Miscellanoous Notos
* OSU entered play with o whopping 16
fumbles, although only four had been lost.

Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1998
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That’s why it was more than a little encour-
aging to the Buckeyes that they commitied
o such miscuns against [linots.

“That’s tho No, 1 thing we preach is to
hold ento the ball,” Spencer said. “We did a
oo jobs of that and we won the game, so I'm
happy”

* Germaine completed passes to oight
difforont veceivers to confound the [lind,
Boston and Miller drew lots of attention

ATTENTION FANS!

from the [lini scheme but still managed to
lead the team. Boston had five receptions for
96 yards and & touchdown, and Miller was
right behind with four grabes for 99 yarda,
Martin caught two balls, and both plays
Iu~pt drives going with gains of 17 and 12

yurds

“I didn't do much of that in high school,”
said Martin, who played for Canton
MeKinlay, last year’s mythical high school

nntional chimpion, “We had o real tailback-
ariented offense. But | like to surprise people
and cateh the ball”

* The Buckeyes amuassed more than 600
yards of offiense for the fourth time this sea-
won by totaling 518 va. the [ini,

Backup QB Mark Garaa nided the pass-
ing total of 357 with 50 of his own on just a
peiir of completions. Four different receivers
caugght passes of 37 yards or more,
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A unit that has been stout all season
long finally came oul of the shadows

Maost people feel Ohio State’s meal
tickot this season has been the varied
play of the offense, and early on that
true. But on a day when the offense
ricked up vardage yet hardly looked
impressive, it was the defense that took
conter stags

In its most impressive outing of the
season, Ohio State held an overmatched
Hlinois offense to 199 yards of offense, just
43 on the ground, in o 41-0 victory, Hlinois
tailback Rocky Harvey, who entered the
game sveraging nearly 100 yards per con-
test, was held to 29 yards on 16 carrios,
which meant the Buckeyes could load up
on quarterback Kurt Kittner, n true freal-
man starting just his third game.

“Wa had a job to do,” safoty Damon
Moore matter-of-factly soid. “We wanted

as

to hold them under a certain amount of

points and yards, and everyons camoe out
and gave a tremendous effort. We didn’t
take them lightly. We have a job to do no
matter who we play.”

Shutouts and shutdowns of offenses
are whot make headlines for defensive
unita, and this second shutout of the year
should vault the Buckeyes into the
nation's consaousness

"Good, mature teams don't take any-
one lightly and barely win gnmes they're
supposed to dominate,” Moore said, “We
gol some younger guys in, they fought
hord, and they didnt want to give it (the

Byers Imports
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Buckeye Defense Finally Enters The Limelight

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

shutout) up, either.”

The mare plays the defense makes, the
more feared and known it will become.

“We had three goals,” said cornerback
Antoine Winfield, who finished with six
stops and four pass breakups, "One was to
win, the second was to hold them under
650 yards rushing, and third was to coause
three turnovers. | don't know about the
turnovers, but [ think wo got the other
two.” .

There was a little more prossure com-
ing into the season for OS1s stop unit,
mainly because nearly everyone returned,
including the entire secondary

That wveteran group wowed many
ohservers last year, and thoy knew the
scrutiny this season would be intense. So
far they've stood up to it

“It's o little bit different from last year,
when wie went into games with teams not
knowing much obout us,” cornerback
Ahmed Plummer aaid. “Now teams know
that we're good, and they're going to
attack us different ways, We always have
o be on our toes for the unexpected ”

Proserving the shutout — the second
in o row for the Buckeyes at Memorial

For over 100 years the Byers family has proven it quality products,
persorial atlention, dependability and regand for detiol has given our

cushimers reason Lo come back to us for their transportation |
ok, decade aller decade |

1 your notcurrently one of these Inevds of vars, why not stan now ? Gm |
Audi

Ot rvctfincy s e of il mucador cars

Avacl wbat botter recison b véal s By 1 praw

R

st Fant of ont Codumbun Airport

%, 401 North Hamilton Road / 614-864-5180

Good Propde Servany Goodd Peopde Snce 1557

BIT= e

Stadium (05U
worn 480 in 1996)
— ghould do won-
ders for a delense
that prides itaelf
on making life
unbearable for
apponents,

“We conld have
played a little bet-
ter, but we did
most of what we
were supposed o
do,”  snid  line-
backer Na'il Diggs,
who returned o
fourth-quarter
Kittner fumble 47
yards for n score,
“We got o shutout,
and that's always
Erent for i
defense.”

Linebackors
Taking It Back

For the second

straght week, an
Ohio  State  hne-
backer ook one
the house. Diggs
joined Jurry
Rudzinski and Joe
Cooper, who bhoth
scored in OS1ls
win over Penn State, in the scoring col-
umn

Diggs 18 beginning to make o n » for
himself as a sophomaore, becoming more
savvy and understanding his role botter
than a yeor ago. The Californin native in
soft-spoken of the field but speaks loudly
with his play on it. His teammates have
noticed

“Right now Nail is the first of the
Silver Bullets getting to the ball,” Moore
aaid, “Everyone olse s just trying 1o keep
g

MY T

AHMED ALMOST HAS IT — Cornerback Ahmed
Plummer nearly came up with his third int
tion of the season against Hlinois, but it fell just
out of his rench. Secondary mate Antoine Winfield
(11} and linebacker Jerry Rudzinski (35) look on,

'{‘p -

Threo dofensive touchdowns in five
pames isn't too shabby, nnd Flummer
sinya fans should look for it to continue

“That's the mark of our defenss,” he
said. “We don't want to just be known as
a defense that can stop an offense, we
want to be known as one that scores
That's o bag part of this team, and it will
be o g part of us continuing our suc-
CUss »

Rudzinski said the linebacking corps
is letting the Buckeyes® much:publicized
secomdary know who holds sway.

We'’ve been serving
Columbus the best

italian food since 1945

Florentine

for lunch or dinner
907 West Broad * Phone 2282262
3 minutes from Broad & High
Adjacent ree parking
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"We like to tease our defensive backs
about the touchdown numbers this year,”
he chuckled. “They're supposed to be
seoring, but we're gotting the opportuni-
thes.”

The Mlini offense now has a 16-quar-
ter TD drought against Ohio State, dat-
ing back to 1994, a 2410 Ilini win,
llinois scored a touchdown on & defen-
sive fumble recovery last year at Ohio
Stadium,

Koeping it Simple

Ilinois will never be mistaken for
Florida State offensively, running one of
the most conservative offenses in the Big
Ten.

The lini eame in with a plan — run-
ning the ball and passing only when nee-
easnry ~ and rarely deviated from it

“They wanted to run first but keep us
honest as DBs,” Plummer said. *They
threw a lot of hitches and a couple long
balls here and there, but other than that
it wag pretty basic.”

The Buckeyes continued their attack
mentality on defense, blitzing at nearly
every turn. Kittner, who went 19 of 43
but didn't get his team into the end zone,
showed some confusion but also some
regiliency, not backing down from the
O8U rush

He received praise fram the Buckeyes,
who said he coudd one day be o star in the
conference

“He's joing to be a great quarterback
in the Big Ten,” Rudz i said, *He
ghowed a lot of poise and didn't have any
foar in his eyos. We'd like o few more
sacks, but he made some qui-.'k rends,
took o three-stop drap, and got rid of the
ball in time.”

There was some frustration shown by
defensive coordinator Fred Pague, even
with the blanking, He knows the soacks
aren’t coming, and that's something that
needs to change

“(Kittner) avoided u fow sacks, we
missed o fow sacks,” Pagoe said, "He
stepped up and scrambled, and that
made it tough for s, We'd like to got
sacks, but they didn't score, That's pretty
important.”

Even with the shutout, thore was
some room for improvement,

“We 1-x;ultlm{ their game plan,”
Rudzinski sald, “We figured they were
going to keep plugging away and let us
make o mistake and, sure enough, weo did
that. We had some earaless penalties and
blown assignments. The big plcture of
this gnme wos that we got o shutout, yet
there was voom for improvement.”

Trying To Stay Tough

As Nlinois was driving on its final
drive of the first hall, the Buckeyo
defense was doing its best to stay togeth-
er. 1linois put together an 11-play, 32-
yard drive that ate up over five minutes
of clock, and even though the Buckeyes
had o comfortable 24-0 lead at the time,
things weren't all sunny on the sideline

Andy Katzenmoyer, who had some
problems wrestling the mobile Kittner to
the ground, threw his halmet ot the
bench in disgust, and Moore, who fin-
hed with six stops, chided his mates,
saying, “Come on, y'all, wa've got to pick
it up. That’s 40 yards too many (that
we've allowed),”

[llinois has not been known as o pass-
ing tenm, but they were able to eat up
chunks of yardage through the air, some
thing that wasn't making the Buckeyes
too happy.

“Wo expected them to come in here
throwing the ball,” Winfield said. "We
knew Rocky Horvey wasn't going to have
o big day. They threw the ball better in
the second hall than the first, and they
hit gome plays, We were able to stay
together when they started moving the
ball.”

Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1998
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Throughout the football season,
BSB is publishing excerpts of Ohio
State  head football conch John
Coopor's posigame pross conferences,
Here is what Cooper had to say fol-
lowing the win over Hlinois.

COOPER: "We are very happy lo got
out of hero with a 410 victory under the
circumstanoss. We played a ot of players
and as far as | know we didn't get any seri-
ous injuries. Kevin Houser got a sprained
ankle, but he got back in, so it Iunkn like: he
should be OK.

“They were n real serappy defonsive
foothall toam. They played us an eight- and
nine-man front and protty much foreed us
to throw the football, and we're thankful
wa've got s quarterbock that can throw it
and three or four wide receivers who can

Originally Published: Oct. 17, 1998

Cooper Likes Way Defense Blanked Illini

et open and catch the ball. We also got the
ught ond a littde It more involved in the
passing game today,

“They were playing us o little bit of
bracket covernge or Sh-under and Z-deep. In
that eovernge you've gol to get somebody
down the middle, and | thought John
Lampkin did a good job there in the first
hall of getting open. We tried to hit our
halfback down the middlo a time or two
and didn't have the kind of success we wers
hoping for:

“Defensively, we played good, tough
defense, Agnin, we were able to use our
safetios in run support a little bit, and 1
thought both comers, Antoine (Winfield)
and Ahmed (Plummer), played o good,
solid football game. We woere playing o
prossure defense and blitzing quite o bit
and trying to stop theiraanning game.

a

THE MAIN EVENT

Buy e Sell
Tickets

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

Individual Games or Season Tickets

All National And Local Events

488-9957

888-842-5877

Concerts ® Sporting Events ® Theatre

“Your Ticket Solution”

Visa ® Mastercard ® AmEx * Discover

1350 W. Fifth Ave., $
Columbus, Ohio 43212

P

Ste. 24

"They were vory conservative on the
offensive side of the ball. They did try more
passes today than we've seen in some of
the other ball games they played, but it
was & good, solid effort on defense, and we
did what we had to do offensively

“For the second week in a row, we
soored o touchdown on the defensive side,
so obwviously we were very, vory happy
about that. James Cotton got o real good
hit on their quarterback and, of course,
Na'il Daggs picked the ball up and ran for o
touchdown, That gave us o litthe bit of a
spark in the second half

“I thought we were a little bit lethangic
in the third quarter. You look up and we
only had three points on the board (in the
wecond half), so that was o real break.”

Q Did you challenge your team when
they were trying to put up a goal-line
stand?

COOPER: "Absolutely. We knew we
could get o first down, and thats the rea-
won why we ealled the one play, and it did
mannge o first down

“The fimt running play we ran (Matt)
Keller up the middle, and 1 thought he
goored, | thought he had a hittle momen-
tum there and possibly got the ball in the
end zone. The official told me that the ball
haw to cross the goal line, like T didnt know
that (lnughtor), Pve been coaching for 37
years, | know the ball has to cross the goal

line

“The two most disappointing things are
W T ol tackle and wo didn’t gain an inch
aned then we had to throw the tootball. Bot
again, if they'ro putting 10 peaple up thero
or 11 upon the line, theres going to be two
or three people unblocked, It's o matter of
your back being better than their defened-
ors, because you ean't block evoryhady”

Q: Can you tell us what the philosophy
wiws on that pass play?

COOPER: "They were in what we call
bracket coverage where thoy were taking
hoth safetios and both corners and they
waere Lrying to take David (Boston) and Dee
(Miller) out of the ball game. That leaves o
linebacker or nickel back on your tight end
or your back down the middlo. The mui:lh-
s bewn open o little bit more, and we've
ol to pet John Lampkin or the lmlnt enids
maore involved in the passing gume.”

@ How would you rate the offensive
e toxlay?

COOPER: “T thought they did some
protty good things. 1 thought they protect
ed the quarterback fairly well. Olwiously
I'm disappointed in our inability to run the
hall any more effectively than we did. |
don't care if they put 11 people up there
You'd like to get a hittle more production
out of your runmng game than we had
taoclany,

“I dom't think we lud any turmovers, bat
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wao did have way, way too many penalties.
We had some ho ding calls and some penal-
tios in the open feld. Our offensive line, I
think, is continuing to make progress. We
played quite o few of those young
in the first hall even. We were
w:inllunc them in and out of the lineup.
didn't wholesale substitute. We got
Tam anlulu. Mike Gurr and Homz
Fleming in the ball in the first half

& How much of & concern is it in the
short- ﬁirdltn situations to not have n real
ulmh or back?

“That's an area of eoncern.
t‘lhvlou.nly we have to work on that in prac-
tico. But ns I mentioned, il peaple are going
to put that many folks up on the line, you
can oxpect us to come with play-action
{:;m. maybe even more so than we did

ny."

@ How about Dan Stuliz hitting two
40-yard field goals?

COOPER: “He hit the ball pretty well.
Danny's o good kicker: Danny n good
waeek kicking for us in practice. 1 probably
wia i little foolish letting him try one from
567 or 68 yarda, But he made two of those in
warm-ups, and there wero just o faw sec-
onds left to go in the half and the wind was
it his back, If he hits the ball real good, he
might have a chance to make it, but we
went in st halftime with no points (on that
drive).”

Q: You talked in your press confur-
ence earlier in the week about pennlties
and stulll Are you getting concerned
nbout that situation?

COOPER: “We're E."w“ way too
many penalties. Wa've had fewer ponal-
ties called (on opponents) against us
than any team in our leagua by far, and
absolutely I'm concerned about it. We've
got some kids that eontinue to make
some mistakes in the open field, and I'm
concorned about it and will be concerned
about it until we il. eorrectad.

“There's an ol I.lul it doesn't
catch up with :rm.l un it eatches u
with you, 50 we ¢an't continue to be inef-
foctive in short-yardage offenss and
s many penalties ng we're having called
on us, teo,”

@ Spenking of thut, what explanation
did you get on the excessive colebration
penalty (on Boston), because you didn't
soem real satisfied with what you were
being told by the reforee.

COOPER: “l didn't see what hap-

pened. Obviously, if they call excessive
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celebration, I guess it's the right eall. The
official told me that David was high-fiv-
ing the fans, Some of the players said the
fans came on the field. 1 don't know if
Lh.at happened or not.”
at's your view of that rule?

(‘OOPERI “It doesn't matter what I
think of it. A rule is a.rule, and you ean-
not celebrato in college football, That's an
arva of emphansis every year in our con-
forence, The players know you can't do
that and that you should hand the ball
buck to the official and come on back to
the sideline, Celebrate with your players
if you want to celebrate, but you can't eel-
ehrate with the fans. David knows that.”
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SPECIALTY GROCERIES

$28.95

(Serves 15-20)
N Rafrashing Ssiaction of Bits-Size
Seasonal Fruits

BEER & WINE

!gaojnb::féma Tray
| $26.95
GIFT BASKETS (Serves 15-20)

| #rash, Criapy, Dite-Slze Veggles with o |
| Tasty Dill Soucs for Dipping 1

FINE MEAT GIFT BOXES 'r "‘“ﬂ'-':f,ﬁ“‘m l

» .(hm:J !—l:;)““ l
| e, |
|

' Wings
§5.95 I

(Min. Order 2 Dozen)
Qver Popular Wings Cosked In aur awn
Spachol Reclpe Barbeque Saute |

| Finger Sandwiches
[ $35.00

| (Serves 5-10)
|

Accounts :
Welcome

l)(,llvery
Avallable

Garnishad with Picklas & Olivas Plus
Recompanimants

Larger & Smaller )
~ Trays Available _)

l.
£
-
2
-

1664 West First Avenue [cc:ross from llbrcrv] Grandview Henghts , OH 43212
Phone: (614)488-3663 Fox: (614)488-3689
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 41, lllinois 0

05U safety Damon Moore on the importance of shutting
an opponent out: “It means a lot to us. This is what we thrive
on. This Is going to help us out mentally and physically to got
guys out in the third quarter, It's going to help us out as far
as dopth, Once the young guys got in a couple ball games
and play, the coaches will have more faith in them.”

08U linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer admitted he missed an
oasy tackle on the lilini's Rocky Harvey, a diminutive 5-9: “I
didn't think he was that short. It was the second play of the
gamo, and | totally whiffed on him. | couldn't bolieve it.”

08U flanker Ken-Yon Rambo on the lllini's conduct while
they covered punts: “They were trying to rough me up, but
that goes with the territory when you return kicks. They
could see my ankle was hurting me, and they tried to twist
my ankles. Basically, they were coming down trying to get
guys hurt and talk stuff to us.”

Rambo on the goalline pass play late in the game whero
he got tangled up with llini cornerback Tony Francis: “No. 33
was holding me all by my shoulder pads. it was obvious, but |
guess the refs wanted the game to get over with because
we were killing them so bad. | think they just wanted to go
home,"

0SU linebacker Na'll Diggs credited defensive end James
Cotton for causing the fumble by Ilini quarterback Kurt
Kittner that Diggs returnod 47 yards for a score: “l was right
behind him. He hit (Kittner) and the ball. He made a groat
play to cause the fumble. He would have got the sack if the
guy hadn't fumbled, but he knocked it out at the same time.
That was a great play by James.”

Andy Katzenmoyer

05U guarterback Joe Germaine on what his reads were
on the 1-yard touchdown pass to tight end John Lumpkin:
“Matt Keller was an option in the flat, and John was in the
back of the end zone. | looked at Matt first, but one of their
safotios jumped at him. John was wide open, nobody was on
m-

08U cornerback Antoine Winfield on his six-tackle, four-
pass-deflection performance: “I was just out there trying to
make something happen. I'll do anything to help this team
win. | was just trying to make a big play.”

Gormaine said split end David Boston's burst of speed
wherae he turned a simple slant into a 30-yard touchdown
was not a surprise: “No, we've seen that a lot in practice.
He's very explosive.”

Boston, who in the past caught most of his touchdowns
in the end zone, said he is adding the speed slement to his
gamao: “That's something | wanted to work on this season. |
worked hard in the summer to make yards after the catch.”

lllinols cornerback Asim Pleas on the 05U recelving
corps: “They are just groat athlotes. They run good routes.
They are not cocky. They know what to do and they know
what it takes to win,"

05U tallback Joe Montgomery on playing in his home
state: “It was roal good to come home and see my family. |
had a lot of thrills coming back here to play.”

lini coach Ron Turner on OSU's play: “They didn't make
many mistakes, and they played the game like a team that
has a lot of talonted football players, which they do.”

&
NEW/99|PLYMOUTHIBREEZE
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433-0099
@ ﬂ hup://www.cprre.com
CPR would like to tlmnk all who attended the auction of Woody
Hayes' Log Cabin Retreat and other sports memorabilia Friday
lllﬂll Oct. 2, and made the event a success, The proceeds of the
auction are being used to establish a scholarship in the name of
Woodys® wife, Anne Hayes.

CPR is proud to support:

The Anne Hayes Memorial
Scholarship for Academic Excellence

at the College of Social Work
313 Stillman Hall
- - 1947 College Road -
Columbus, OH 43210

Those touched by the love and support of Anne are
encouraged to donate to the scholarship fund.

CPR REALTY GIVES YOU THE KEYS TO ..
# Easier home buying and selling
24-hour "Virtual Reality Open House" tours
2 Creative Financing
2 "Cash-In-A-Flash" for your home

Iutu net house auctions

For innovative concepts in real estate, contact Complete
Property Resources.

(614) 433-0099
WWW.CpITre.com
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 41, lllinois 0 Season Statlstlcs
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Who Can The Buckeyes Least Do Without?

Five games into the 1998 season and
the Ohio State football tenm continues to
find itsell in the drver's seot as far as
both the Big Ten and natonal champi-
onghipas, There's still o lot of football to he
slayed, however, and funny things can
appen on the march to the Fiesta Bowl.
Funny things like injuries, for instange.

So heve's a question for you. Who is the
most indispensable Buckeye this season?

In it Andy Katzenmoyer or Antoine
Winfield on defense? Kalzenmoyoer has
been outstanding but hardly dominant
this year, And Winfield is part of a talent-
ed and deep socondary, Besides, with the
defnse playing an wall ag it is, its hard to
beliove it couldn't overcome the loss of one
player, even if it were a plnmuf the mng-
nitude of Katzenmoyer or field.

On offense, is it David Boston or Dee
Miller? The two have proven to be [hirly
intorchangeable, s far na being Ohio
State's primary serial target, and if one of
them were to go down, Em{in Gormany
and Ken-Yon Kambo are walting in the
wings for their chance to start.

In Michael Wiley the most indispens-
able player on the team? He wasn't domi-
noting agoninst either Penn State or
[linots, and the Buckeyes still won each

ame convincingly. If he went down, Joe
g&nnlﬁnmmr, Jonathan Wells and Derek
Camba would all gimply move one rung up
the ladder.

It the view from this corner that the

layer whom Ohio State could afford the
enit to be without is quarterback Joe
Germaine, He makes the team go, and his
lendership and calm under pressure
wortiled b in overcoming the loss of one
af the previously mentioned Buckeye
stara

If the senior from Arizona were indoed
lost, the Buckeyes would turm to a some-
what unknown ecommodity in Mark
Garcin, who has yet to prove himself with
[ nw;:r college game on the line,

" ich brings up an interesting situa-
ton.

As future opponents have more and
more tape of the 1998 Buckeyes to view,
they are going to realize that one ible
way to slow down the Ohio Stato offensive
maching is to put & lot of prossure on the
quarterback. The OSU offensive line,
while doing much botter than most had
oxpected, is still valnerable to a strong
pass rush. Germalne was socked three
times by o finirly ha Mlinois team,

So my question is, in & game like the
one  agninst  [linois, wi not et
Germaine out of there sarlier? The longer
you keep him in, the ter the risk of

tting him hurt. And the quicker you get

Jarein in t the more experience ho
ets in case he have o take over for
an injured Germaine,
hen the Buckeyes wore ahoead 24-0
at the balf, it seomed pretty clear that
Ilinois wasn't going o make up much
round against the powerful Buckeye
wnse. And if they did score a touch-

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

down or two, conch John Cooper and stalf
could have always reinserted Germaine,
But Germuaine played on into the fourth
quarter,

One thing about Germaine. He's
proved time and time again that he's o
tough ployer, and fortunntely he has yot
to be hurt this season.

You know a team's having a great year,
though, whon one of the fow things you
can quibble with is how quickly the coach-
ing stalf sends in the reserve quarterback
in an impressive victory. *

Fow Areas Of Concern

Perhaps the biggest negative that
stood out on the stat sheet from the
Minois game was the number of penalties
ngainst the Buckeyes, The Bucks contin-
ue to look sloppy at times this season,
with too many penalties and fumbles.

Following the game, Cooper eams up
with an “old saying” | had never heard
bofore: “It doesn’t eateh up with you until
it catches up with you" It sounds like
something Yogi Berrn would any, but it's a
truism.

So for the Buckeyes have had little
problom overcoming the drops and flags
!tl:n-y didn't fumble against the Hlini). But
o koy penalty here and o lost fumble there
and suddenly ity eaught up with you,
While Ohio State hos been the class of the
conference nnd country so fur this season,
they haven't al wnmlnyu! as erisply as o
championship-cal team,

I don't make as much of the fuct that
the Buckeyes were unable to punch the
ball in on the ground at the goal line
against the lini as some have. Sure you'd
like to powaer it in. The reality is that Ohio
State may be o better passing team than
running team thig year, and the way
linois was bunched up on the line, the
pass was probably a better call. You take
what the defense gives you. The bottom
line is the Buckoyes scorod,

Many would argue, though, that Ohio
State’s inability to punch out the tough

rdage mi,;lu. come back to haunt them,
ust s the fumbles and penalties might.

We'll see.

Lumpkin Steps Up
It was good o seo John Lumpkin have
a solid game against Minois. Coming into

the contest, 1 would have listed the big.

tight end os one of my disappointments on
the team. His first four games had been
marred by several dropped passes and
ofliides ealls,

If there's o defense down the rond with
the ability to shut down both Miller and
Boston, the Buckeyes will noed to have
the confidence to throw to Lumpkin. He

proved & worthy target agoinst Hlinows
with three receptions for 32 yards and

seore.
With l.umrkiu back in my good groces,
who are my disappointments right now?

In some ways I'd say Katzenmoyer.
He's having a solid season — no doubt.
Given all the negative publicity he gener-
ated heading into the season, however, |
was hoping he would be some kind of one-
man wrecking crew, putting all the nega-
tivos in the rearview mirror.

Yot Katzenmoyer soems to be playing
within OSUs defensive scheme, and you
can't complain about the results posted by
the Buckeys stop troops. [t's probably bet-
ter that Katzenmoyer didn't come out try-
ing to do everything himself to make up
for his presenson problems.
Overnggressive play by the Buckoeye mid-
dlo linebacker might have eaused prob-
lema for the team-oriented defense.

I'm also waiting for Ken-Yon Rambo to
live up to his press clippings. True, he
cought o pass for 39 yards against Hlinois,
but it was his first reception in three
games, and his punt return average of 6.7
yards and kickoff roturn average of 22.5
are not spectacular, With the way Rambo
dominated headlines during his recruit-
ment, you keep waiting for him to break

[LLITLN
One play that went somewhat unno-

ticed in the Penn State game may hoave
been Rambo's biggest play of the season.
He returned a punt 24 yards sgainst the
Lions to give the Buckeyes good Geld
position on their way to a pivotal touch-
:In\l'\;_n in the final two minutes of the first
(4}

What are my biggest surprises so far
this season?

I'd say the play of the defensive line
and the quick emergence of big fullback
Jamar Martin. No one defensive lineman
stands out to me. They've all beon solid,
and I'm talking seven or cight deep.

As for Martin, il you look ot Buckeye
history, seldom bhas an OSU team done
well  without a  strong  fullback.
Incumbent Matt Kellor has been out-
standing and is a fan favorite for his hus-
tle, but he's not the prototypoe Buckeye
fullback 1ke Martin, ('fm;rl)' tho starter of
the future, is

Turning On The Jets

Cooper and stafl have put a tremen-
dous emphasis on recruiting players with
spead and not just at the skill positions.

One player who got to show off his
wheols against 1linais was defensive end
James Cotton. He eame from nowhere to
catch Ilini receiver Michael Dean from
behind, holding Doan to 21 yards on a
play that could have gained more. A cou-
r!n of plays later, Cotton forced the fum-
sle that ﬁ:‘ﬂ Diggn returned 47 yards for

o touchdown.

It wasn't a bad afternoon for Cotton or
Diggs, who had four unnssisted tackles,
including ene for a loss, and the touch-
down,

A Tisket,
A Tasket-
Pick

Yourself

Baskeft!

Colectible baskets trom Colaglate Bamket Co. teature lasat - engraved atiletc logo

on wooden kd, “Ohio State” iched-brass plate on ont, and scaret and grary colors

ﬂ woven in. Basks! *A" measures Ba5'%"; cost §55. Footbal shaped ** measures
Qutied”; cont §35, Basket *C* measures Sxd”; cost $45. Great gilts for OSU lans!

The Buckeve Connection
400 N. High Street
Columbus, OH 43215
(Columbus Convention Center)

614-228-0196

7 CAPITAL CITY
Bl TIRE AND RETREAD, INC
’ PHONE 224-5266

Air Conditioning Service
Four-Wheel Alignment — Struts — Brake Service

FIRESTONE — UNIROYAL — MICHELIN — GOODYEAR

910 W. Broad St.,, Columbus, OH 43222
Since 1966

Fax 614-228-9033

Ploase onter my order for __ Baskat "A”; __ Basket “B"; __ Basket “C". My order will
be shipped prepaid 1o the addross balow.

$ is enclosed by [ Money Order O VISA O Mastercard O Discover
Crodit Card # Expiration Date

Name IS —
Addess ——
o e T —

O Please add me to your mailing list
Pay to The Buckeye Connection and order by phone, fax, or mail as shown above
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