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Sacked And Shocked

OSU’s National
Title Aspirations
Snuffed By MSU

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeoye Sports Bulletin Editor

The sentiment and the statement
were familiar, and the meaning was not
lost

‘Wo shockod the world!” Michigan
State tailbaclk Sedrick lrvin exclaimad
an his teammates tore up pieces of sod
from Ohio Stadium's south end zone
moments after the Spartans did the
unthinkable, upsotting heavily favored
and No. I-ranked Ohio State 28-24

On a day when Ohio Sen. John
Glenn returned to earth after nine days
aboard the space shuttle and news
trickled out that House Speaker Newt
announced his resignation,
and certainly,

found
front-page

Gingrich
the upstart Spartans
leas willingly, the Buckeyes
themselves as legitimate
noews

The defeat all but kills any hopes
that Ohio State, the front-runner in
both major college football polls since
the preseason, will earn its first nation
al championship in 30 years

The reality of the situation was hard
for the Buckeyes to accept moments
after a seoring chance was
deniod: The Buckeyes failed to score on
four pass plays after earning a first
down at the Spartans’ 16-yard line with
129 loft

“Livery day since last summer, every
time we've broken it down, we say,
‘National champs,” " OSU flanker Dee
Miller said, "Today all we could say was
'‘Hard work,’

“That hurt a lot. We've put in so
much hard work and we've worked
hard yoar in and year out, There was
just a missing element today that we
didn't have, and we took an ‘L.""

Tough November defeats of this
magnitude have become the rule rather
than the exception for the Buckeyes in
rocont years, Four times in five yoars it
has been a from the state up
north, namely archrival Michigan, that
has done the honors
to UM since 1993 have cost
highly ranked Ohio State teams two
Big Ten championships, three Rose
Bowl bids and three shots at a national
championship

But this time it was the Spartans’
Michigan's other Big Ten entry turn
blow., OSU

polden

Losses

to register the knockout

e

R

conch John Cooper was left to try to
pick up the pieces

“I just got through telling our foot
ball team we'll find out what we're
made of now,"” Cooper said, “We'll try to
rogroup this weels, go to lowa and try to
win that game

“Then we'll come back hore and play
Michigan, and obviously Michigan will
be the best foothall team we'll play this
year,”

Ohio State committed five turnovers
in the loss, paving the way for MSU's
upset, Quarterback Joe Germaine, a

Buckeye hero coming off an unprece
dented four straight 300-yard pasping
gamoes, found himeelf as the unlikely
goat after his two fumbles led to key
MSU field goals and his interception
with 1:12 left sapped OSU’s last gasp.

“We're very disappointed, and wo
have a roason to be,” said Germaine,
who was sacked a season-high five
times, "We felt we had a great team this
yoar, and I still feel that we do

“But right now we can do one of two
things. We can learn from this, go on
and finish the season strong, or tuck

JEFF BREHM
KNOCKED BACK TO EARTH — The ball isn’t the only thing going thud as Cedric Henry bats a ball
intended for OSU’s Dee Miller to the ground, Ohio State’s loss to Michigan State shocked the college
football world and left the Buckeyes again wondering what might have been.

our tail, put everything in the bag and
do that,

“We're going to find out what we're
made of”

The Buckeyes (8-1, 5-1 Big Ten) fell
from firat to seventh in both the
ESPN/USA Today coaches poll and The
Associnted Pross More
important, the Buckeyes were expected
to tumble at least that far when the
Bowl Championship Series rankings
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Buckeyes Can Only Regroup At This Point

Continued From Page 1

the formula used to pick the top two
were

tenms for the Fiesta Bowl
released at midday Nov. 9,

“T don't know if we have a chance
win the national
Cooper said. “I mean a lot of things
have to happen for us to got back in the
Fiesta Bowl picture, There's no ques

tion about that. Tennessee's got to lose,

Kansas State's got to lose, UCLA's go
to lose

“T don't know how far we'll drop this
woek."

Anatomy Of A Defeat

A sollout crowd of 93,696 watched
and gasped as the Buckeyes essential-

ly self-destructed before their eyes.
Ohio State twice held

and at

touchdown in the third,

But boesides Germaine's three
turnovers, OSU cornerback Nate
Clements was struck with an MSU

punt while trying to block for return
man David Boston. The

touchdown, Then, moments later, tail-

back Michael Wiloy fumbled. That set

up a 49yard Paul Edinger field goal,
one of his five on the day, whieh
allowed Michigan State to keep the
pressure on,

“When we started making #ome
plays in the second quarter, the players
started thinking they could win,” said
MSU coach Nick Saban, whose team
was o 28-point underdog. "We pretty
much dominated play after that except
for the interception they returned for a
touchdown,"”

Aside from team's

his miscues,
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down leads, at 17-3 in the first quarter
24-9 after safoty Damon Moore
returned an interception 73 yards for a

Spartans
recovered the loose ball and drove for a
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JEFT BRENM

DEFLATING DEFEAT — OSU safety Gary Berry (1)
leaves the Ohio Stadium field as Michigan State players
and cheerleaders celebrite in the background, The
Spartans ended OSU’s run as the nation’s top team,
downing the Buckeyes 28-24,

Coopoer noted how Michigan State had enough talent

namely quarterback Bill Burke, who victimized
OS5U's stellar pass defense for 323 yards — to pull off
the upset,

“This weele I thought Michigan State was a good
football team,” he said. “I thought we'd have to take
their best shot, and I think we took their best shot
today. It was good enough for them to win the game,
I don't have any clue how far we'll drop.”

Although Ohio State was judged as the nation’s
best team coming in, the players admitted that
doubts had crept into their minds,

“An nplayer, it's always in the back of your mind,” said
tailback Joo Montgomery, “But you never think about it

“But we were the No. 1 team in the country. You can't
#it here and get nervous about it. Play the football game,

“Wa've played great up until this ball game, I still
think we played a decent ball game, but in the end I
think they wanted it a little bit more than we did.”

Doaling With The Pain

After so many close calls over the past five sea-
sons, this was supposed to be the year Cooper and
the Buckeyes finally ascended to the top spot and
stayed there for the duration.

But this 60-minute dose of reality will likely leave
08U on the outside looking in. The Buckeyes even
need help oither Michigan or Penn State must
knock off unbeaten Wisconsin — to get a piece of a
Big Ten title,

“All losses hurt, but I think this one especially
hurt us,” Germaine said, “It was quiet after the
game, and it should be, We had great feelings and
aspirations for this team.”

Offensive tackle Tyson Walter summed up the dis-
nstor,

"It a shock, and it hurts more than any fan will
over know,” he said, “It happens. It's part of the
game, It's what makes winning so enjoyable.”

For OSU's 16 seniors, it was hard to mask the dis
appointment,

“We all dream of winning the national champi-
onghip,” said tight end John Lumplkin, who hauled in
a 41-yard touchdown pass. "All dreams don’t come
true. Hopefully the young guys will learn something
from this

“‘I'm a senior and this was my last shot at it, If
anyone should be real sad, it should be me, This is
three times since I've been here that we've been in
position to win it all and then we lose a game, One

SUNGLO
DIAL LIGHTS

MUSICAL
PLAYS FIGHT BONG
AT THR TOUCH AT THE TOUGH

OF A BUTTON OF A BUTTON

q SQUAD
39808 $59:95

* Never a cover!!! BINAN
NAME DATE / / AITANDARD
ITARY TIME
come I)ll”y at ADDHESS
['he HallTime where real PHONE (__) oIy STATE 2P
Buckeyes gather HAIL CHECK OR HONEY ORDER T0 STYLE

SPORTS. WATCH
) BOX 615 PINELLAS PARK, FL 34685 0615
E ORDER: 1-800-816-2716
ALLOWA-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
SPORTS WATCH OFFER

BTUNDY NYLON/LEATHEN

DIES FLOATE])
ALLY FLOATING!
SRCOND HAND)

$49195

IMENS FLOATER
IMAGICALLY FLOATING
HOO SECOND HAND]

$49.95

CHECK Y
o 0@ | ol
EMONI Y ORDER O O a
CARDH __»
.i(nNMllHl EXP. DATE ol
oY cost G RSN | suatoTaL_TOTAL

10 « BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN November 14, 1998



day Ohio State is going to pull
through.”

Added classmate Dee Miller, “This
one hurts the moat, We had every-
thing lined up, We didn't play well
today, We were outcoached and out-
played, They wanted it more than we
did today."

Another senior related the defoat
to the loss of his scholarship due to
Prop 48 rules several years ago.

“It's like 1 say, when somebody
takes $17,000 out of your bank
account,” Montgomery said, “you
find out who that person was and
you get PO'd about it”

Back To The Future

To a man, the Buckeyes say they
must regroup from this calamity
and focus on winning their final
two games, Nov, 14 at Towa and at
home with Michigan on Nov, 21,

“We have to come back from
this,” Miller said. “We have a lot of
sentors here, We have two more
gamos left to play, We still have a
Big Ten championship to play for.
Hopefully something will happen to
Wisconsin down the road and every-
thing will be all right

"Roalistically, we are probably
out of the national title scene. You
want to leave a little bit of hope.
But realistically, that's probably
out of the picture.”

“There are two ways we can go,”
Germaine added. “We'll see which
way we go."

This is no time for the Buckeyes
to back away from the challenge,
Montgomery said,

“We're going to have to play
aggrosaive and play physical,” he
said, “We need to play with a big-
time attitude.

“There is a lot to still accom-
plish. What are we going to do, kick
ourselves in the butt and go home
and cry about it? We have two ball
games loft, We have to make the
most of it

“This will test the character of
our football team, We'll see what
happens Saturday.”

Cooper was asked whether this
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Charting OSU’s Biggest Upsets

loss added more pressure to
defeat Michigan, a school hia
08U teams have beaten just once
in 10 tries

“Well, it's always important,
obviously, and it makes it even
more important now, I imagine,
because if we don't beat Michigan,
wa've ruined what could be a great
season,” Cooper said, °

“Tt could have been a fabulous
seagon, We had a chance, as you
know, to play for the national
championship, and we probably
now don't have that opportunity.
But we can play for the Big Ten
championship, We can play for a
great year,

“But we've got to play better
than we played today.”

Now trailing several teams in
the polls, OSU's Fieata Bowl hopes
seom severely limited, The
Buckeyes would need several of the
nation's top unbeatens, namely
Kansas State, Tennessee and
UCLA, to fall,

But the winner of the Nov. 21
Florida-Florida State game a
battle of two once-beaten teamas
geems primed to capitalize first if
that would happen,

If Ohio State can win out and
gomebody knocks off Wisconsin,

Michigan State's 28-24 win over the then No, 1
ranked Ohlo State Buckeyes Nov. 7 will go down
among the biggest upset defeats In OSU history.

Ohlo State was a 28-polnt favorite to dismantle the
unranked Spartans, That may be the largest margin
08U has aver been favored by yet falled to at least win
the game.

51 football historian Jack Park detalled several
other memorable upsets:

* Michigan 24, Ohlo State 12; Nov, 22, 1969, at
Ann Arbor, Mich, — The topranked Buckeyes were a
17-point favorite against No. 12 Michigan,

“| always folt that was the most agonizing and
most difficult loss In Ohlo State history,” Park sald,
“That was Bo Schembechler's first year and that game
broke Ohlo State's record 22-game winning stroak,

*It denled the Super Sophs thelr second consecu:
tive national champlonship, Bo had his team mentally
propared to win that game,”

Without a bowl to play in, 08U ended up 81 and
ranked fourth nationally.

* UCLA 23, Ohlo State 10: Jan, 1, 1076, at
Pasadena, Callf, (The Rose Bowl) - The No, 1-
ranked Buckeyes were favored by 20 polnts over the
Jathrated Bruins, Park sald,

“That was Archle Griffin's senlor year," Park sald.
“Ohlo State had beaten UGLA 41-20 earller In the year
and was all sot to win the national title,"

0SU finlshed 121 and ranked fourth.

* Michigan 13, Ohlo State B: Nov, 23, 1996, In
Columbus == The No, 2-ranked Buckeyes were favored
by 47 points prior to this loss to No. 21 Michigan,

“That was o game Ohlo State lost In the first half
when It settled for three fleld goals and a 90 halftime
load," Park sald,

Michigan recelver Tal Stroets capltalized on a slip

by OSU corner Shawn Springs to score on a 69yard
touchdown,

“Michigan had taken away O5U's bid for the Rose
Bowl and a national champlonship with a (31-23) win
there the year before," Park sald,

"Ohlo State had already sewn up the Rose Bowl
before the Michigan game n '96, but | think to most
fans that wasn't as important as finally beating
Michigan, And this was a Michigan team that had lost
four times, including one to Purdue,”

The Buckeyes rebounded with thelr Rose Bowl
win aver Arizoni State to finlsh 11-1 and ranked sec-
ond,

¢ lliinols 9, Ohlo State 7: Nov., 22, 1919, In
Columbus ~ This seasonending upset cost 05U a
third stralght Western Conference title,

“This was Chic Harley's last game at Ohlo
State, and he was the guy who most feel first put
Ohlo State football on the map,” Park sald, “He had
come In and won averything for three years except
this last game, ’

“Ohlo State was shead 7.6, but llinols kicked o
flold goal with elght seconds left to win the game at
old Ohlo Fleld,"

« Others Of Note — Park also cited the 1977
Oklahoma game, won by the visiting Sooners 20-28
on Uwe von Schamann's 41yard fleld goal with three
seconds left, as well as Michigan State's 1613 win
In 1974 In East Lansing.

In that game, the topranked Buckeyes appeared
o win the game on a Champ Henson touchdown run
a6 time explred. But after a 25minute debate —
Including o discussion with Blg Ten commissioner
Wayne Duke — the officlals penalized OSU for lllegal
procedure and negated the touchdown,

- Stove Helwagen

the Buckeyes would likely be ticketed
for the Rose Bowl as a Big Ten co-
champ. But if the Badgérs survive their
noxt two games unscathed, OSU could
be looking for an at-large bid to the
Orange Bowl or Sugar Bowl.

At this point it appears a loss to
Michigan could drop the Buckeyes from
consideration for any of the four BCS
bowls and leave them in Orlando for
the Citrus Bowl.

“Wa can play for the championship,
we can play for maybe the Rose Bowl or
whatever comes if we win this league,”
Cooper said,

“I'm not exactly sure of what all ean
happen, but all we can do now, guys, is
try to regroup and beat lowa next week
and then come back here and do some-
thing we haven't done in quite a while
-~ that's beat Michigan.”
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

Upset In The 'Shoe

Heavy Underdog
MSU Devastates
Top-Ranked OSU

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Michigan State, despite a handful of

enigmatic performances this season, came
into Ohio Stadium Nov. 7 as a dangerous,
talented toam

“Wo came in here with the attitude that
wo were the squirts in the neighborhood
who had to go up and pick a fight with the
bully not that we wanted to pick one,”
said Michigan State coach Nick Saban.

"It was on the schedule, so we had to do
i

Saban's Spartans did it, all right,
Michigan State, a four-touchdown under-
dog, registered one of the all-time upsets in
the history of the Horseshoe as it toppled
topsranked Ohio State 28-24 before 93,696
stunned fans,

“They outcoached us, they outplayed us,
their defense was better than ours, their
offonse was better than ours, their kicking
game was better than ours and, of courss,
they came away with the victory" OSU
coach John Cooper said in assessing the loss
that likely will kill any national champi-
onship hopes for his Buckeyes (8-1, 6-1 Big
Ten)

MSU (54, 3-2) twice trailed by margins
of two touchdowns, But the Spartans rallied
and more than held their own on both sides
of the ball. MSU scored the upset by capital-
izing on four key OSU fumbles and stopping
an OSU scoring threat at the 16-yard line
with a little over a minute to play to score
the win.

"It was obviously a great win for
Michigan State University,” Saban said, “I'm
vory proud of the way our players competed

WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN

"'?“\TW‘W‘ '%‘& f

=~ O8U gplit end David Boston (9) tries to collect a Joe Germaine pass in

JEPFF DRENM

the end zone after Michigan State’s Cedric Henry deflected it, The ball fell incomplete on this first
down play with 1:29 léft. Three plays later, MSU had turned OSU away and preserved a 28-24 win,

today,

“Ohio State's got a great football team,
Our players competed, We got behind in the
game, and I think it showed a lot of charac-
ter and maturity on their part to play their
way back into the game after the first quar-
ter. They played at lhu ond of the game to
win it,"

All season, quarterback Joe Germaine
has been one of the key cogs in the OSU
machine, But his string of 300-yard passing
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performances was stopped at four, His two
fumbloes led to important MSU field goals,
and his interception to Spartans cornerback
Renaldo Hill with 1:12 left killed OSU’s
comeback bid,

“Wo had wome opportunitios,” said
Germaine, who finished 16-0f-34 passing for
239 yards. “We came very close. But we did-
't take advantage of our opportunitios and,
in a gamo like this, that will beat you,"

The Spartans pressured Germaine
throughout the day, sacking him five times
and hitting him on a number of other ocea-
sions, When he did have time, MSU's sec-
ondary was equal to the taslk.

“They -had a great scheme,” he said.
“They challenged us with some bump-and-
run coverage and they blitzed us. Overall,
they outplayed us,”

Cooper said, "Sometimes we didn't malke
the right adjustments, sometimes we didn't
throw the right pass. You know, give them
crodit.”

On the other side of the ball, Saban's
devil-may-care attitude was more than
apparent, While the Buckeyes limited MSU
standout tailback Sedrick Irvin to 52 yards
on 26 carries, largely untested quarterback
Bill Burke made plays when he needed to,

Burke completed just 18 of 46 passes, but
those passes went for 323 yards and a touch-
down,

“We threw a bunch of passes and they
defended a bunch of them, but we made a
fow plays,” Saban said, “We made enough to
win."

The Spartans averaged nearly 18 yards
per cateh, hitting eight plays for 20 or more
yards against one of the nation's stingiest
defensoes, Burke did most of his damage with
lanky roceivers Plaxico Burress (four cateh-
os, 126 yards) and Gari Scott (six for 88),

“They-made some big plays,” said OSU
cornerback Ahmed Plummer, who had a
busy night covering the large MSU

roceivers, "1 give them credit for it, We found
ourselves in some positions we didn't want
to be in, They took advantage of it."

As The Ball Bounces

Ohio State held comfortable leads of 17-3
after one quarter and 24-9 early in the third,

But things began to unravel when an
MSU punt hit OSU' Nate Clements while
he was trying to block for punt returner
David Boston, After a mad scramble, MSU's
Scott Ehrnaborgor recovered the lgose ball
at the Spartans’ 49,

With new life, the Spartans moved 61
yards in five plays to their first touchdown,
Burke hit Scott for a 28-yard gain before
hoolking up with Lavaile Richardson on the
23-yard TD pass over Plummer. Paul
Edinger's PAT kick was wide, but the
Spartans had cut the lead to 24-16 with 6:02
loft in the third quarter

Ohio State then hald the ball for just two
plays before tailback Michael Wiley, who fin.
ished with 100 yards on 22 carries, was hit
by MSU's T\J. Turner. Pete Govens recov-
ored Wiley's fumble for the Spartans, who
ware in business at the OSU 34,

Although MSU failed to pick up a first
down, Edinger's 49-yard field goal, which
barely cloared the crossbar, trimmed OSU's
lend to 24-18 with 4:66 left in the third,

As the third quarter wore into the fourth,
the Spartans earned their next touchdown
MSU put together the longest scoring drive
against the Buckeyes of the season, going 92
yards in eight plays, Burke was the main
culprit again, going to Scott for a 12-yard
gain, Burress for 47 yards, and tight end
Chris Baker for 23 more down to the OSU

|

Threo plays later Irvin went over lefl
tackle, taking OSU linemen Joo Brown and
Mike Colling with him, on a J-yard touch-
down run that gave MSU its first lead at 26
24 with 14:20 left,
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Just over three minutes later, things
went from bad to worse for Ohio State. On
third-and-3 at the MSU 47, Germaine was
hit by Spartan end Julian Peterson and
fumbled, MSU's Josh Shaw picked up the
loose ball and returned it 22 yards to the
0OSU 18

‘T was trying to do too much on that
play,” Germaine said. “That’s the play that
roally shot us in the foot. That gave them the
momentum, It's my fault. Next time I just
have to throw it out of bounds. All I can do is
just learn from it and go from there.”

Again, MSU failed to pick up a first
down, But Edinger's 42.yard field goal
attempt was true and the Spartans now had
0 28-24 cushion with 9:26 left,

“Julian stripping that ball from Joe was
the difference in the game because that gave
us the fleld goal that gave us a four-point
load and made them have to score a touch-
down to beat us,” Saban said,

Ironically, Peterson was playing in place
of starter Robaire Smith, who suffered a bro
leen fibula in the first half. He ended up with
two saclks and three tackles-for-loss,

"Petorson made some great plays today,"
Saban said, “He had to play almost the
entire game when Robaire got hurt.”

Ohio State had two possessions after that
point but could not put the ball in the end
zone to reclaim the lead,

On the firat one, OSU kept the ball exclu-
pively on the ground, mixing Wiley and
backup Joe Montgomery. The strategy
worked to a point as OSU picked up 56
yards in 12 plays. But on fourth-and-1 at the
MSU 26, Montgomery slammed into the
middle of the line and Turner, Courtney
Ledyard and Sorie Kanu turned him back
for no gain,

“When I saw the free safety (Kanu) come

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE ‘

up, | knew it was going to be hard,"
Montgomery said of the play that gave MSU
possession with 3:33 left, "Milke (Wiley) said
nobody came off on the Mike (middle) line
backer. I'm already six yards deep, so it's
going to be kind of hard."

MSU piclkod up a first down on the ensu-
ing possession, but the Buckeyes eventually
forced a punt with 1:39 left. Boston returned
the kick 26 yards and the Buckeyes were in
business at their own 49-yard line,

Ohio Stadium was rocking as visions of

Germaine'’s Rose Bowl heroies from two
yoars prior danced in the heads of the OSU
faithful. He drilled passes of 16 yards to
Boston and 20 more to John Lumplin, giv-
ing the Buckeyes a first down at the OSU
15,

Although Ohio State had exhausted all of

its timeouts on defense, Saban stopped the
clock himself to regroup with 1:29 left,

“When we were playing zone, they went
through us like Grant took Richmond,”
Saban said, “When they got it to the 15, we
lenew we had to stiffen up and put the pres-
sure on them, Our corners came through
with flying colors,”

Germaine tried to pick on MSU's Cedric
Henry first, going to Boston in the end zone
on first down, Henry batted that pass away.
On second down, Germaine threw behind
Boston incomplete,

Now it was Hill's turn, He batted down a
crossing pass to Dee Miller at the goal line,
Finally, on fourth down he stepped in front
of Miller and intercepted Germaine's floater
at the MSU 2 to end the OSU threat,

“I had to throw it earlier than I wanted
to, 80 I had to put some air under it and let
him try and run under it," Germaine said,
“He made a good play on it, That's just how
the game goes,””

Miller added, "It was a post corner route,
He had been getting some pressure all day
and the timing wasn't there today. That
showed on that last play.

“T'he ball was underthrown, That was
basically it."

Nobody was happier than Saban to see
his corners stand up to the test against
O8U's vaunted passing attaclk,

“They went at the two corners four times
in a row,"” Saban said, "We full blitzed on
every one of those plays. We played bump-
and-run, Cedric knocked down two and
Renaldo had the next two. Those two guys
did a great job to save the game at the end.”

MSU took over at its own 2 and needed to
simply run two plays to kill the remaining
1:12

Fast Start For Naught

The Buckeyes felt that if they could get
MSU down, the Spartans would fold, After
all, that's what happened in MSU's previous
losses to Oregon and Michigan,

But despite grabbing a 17-3 lead, the
Spartans never gave in,

“When you're backed into a foxhole and
nobody expects you to win, you can play
loose and malke some plays,” Burke said.

08U opened the scoring on Dan Stultz's
20-yard field goal with 12:26 left in the first
quarter, That play was set up by Germaine's
A6-yard sideline pass to Wiley.

MSU answered with Edinger booting a
Jd-yard field goal to make it 3-3 with 8:12
left in the first,

Ohio State then jumped ahead 10-3 as
Germaine hit a wide-open Lumpkin down
the middle of the field on a 41-yard TD with
6:26 loft in the first.

The Buckeyes capitalized on an MSU
turnover when cornerback Antoine Winfield

blitzed Burke, forced a fumble and recovered
it at the MSU 12-yard line. I'our plays later,
Wiley vaulted over the top for the acore from
one yard out, malcng it 17-3 with 39 seconds
left in the first,

Edinger's 43-yard field goal with 13:31 to
play in the half and 22-yard field goal with
11:22 left led to a 17-9 OSU advantage at
halftime,

The Buckeyes extended their lead to 24.
9 after safety Damon Moore intercepted a
Burke pass and returned it 73 yards for a
touchdown with 9:61 left in the third,

Game Notos

* The loss snapped OSU's 11-game home
winning streak dating to the 1996 Michigan
game,

* MSU improved to 3-12-1 in games
against the nation's No, l-ranked team, One
of the other wins came against the
Buckeyes, a 16-13 decision in East Lansing
that dropped OSU from No. 1 to No, 4 in
November 1074,

The Spartans’ other win over a No, 1.
ranked team waas also notable. Prior to this
game, MSU was the last unranked team to
defeat a No. 1, disposing of Michigan in
1990,

* OSU's record as the No. lranked team
dropped to 61-8-1 (.868). The loss ended
0O8U's nine-weel stint as the No. 1 team
the second-longest tenure in the top spot in
OSU history.

¢ OSU faced a fourth-and-39 predica
ment late in the first half, The Buckeyes dug
that hole as a Germaine screen pass to full-
back Matt Keller lost eight yards, OSU was
then penalized five yards for having an inel-
igible receiver downfield. After a second-
down incompletion, Germaine was sacked
for a 16-yard loss,
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The Numbers Game
. . -
Michigan State 28, Ohio State 24 Season Statistics
Nov, 7, 1998 — Ohlo Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo 3 1900 Game-By-Game Roggle Germany ) 18
Score by Quartors - 2 3 4 F Date  Opponent (AP Rank*) W/L  Socore  Growd Doo Miller 2 12
by Jonathan Wall 2 12
MICHIGAN STATE 3 6 b .10 - 28 oigh B DTG [ SR 44 8
OHIO STATE a7 0 7 0 =~ 24 Bopl. 19 (1) MISSOURI (21) WoaB14 03,269 Matt Keller ! 0
First Quarter 81: :'n (:)l'[m STATE (7) w280 (lul(/n "q‘:“rl‘)’::;":’ : ::
osuy Stultz, 20 field goal 12:206; 8 plays, 72 yards (,f;‘ 1” :I; "M'IN'N'K";'_?,M a ,‘:’,(,: ;':l',:l: Gentral MoCliellion 1 [}
MSU — Edinger, 33 field goal 8:12; 11 plays, 60 yards, Oot, 24 (1) at Narthwestarmn W 3610 47,130 (Ilnmn;x N:unmk 1 6
08U — Lumpkin, 41 pass from Germalne (Stultz kick) 6:25; & 0ot ';1 (1) ot Indiann W asr l:;":‘;,‘::_:‘u""‘:‘ | (l, A :;
) § 2824 0,508
plays, 80 yards, 1:47 E i 3 m:;z 14 ‘"'I’Iw;'"“m TATE L a4 900 08U Totals 43 4041 1.2 11048 330
08U — Wilay, 1 run (Stultz kick) 0:39; 4 plays, 12 yards, 1.36 Nov. 21 MICHIGAN QPP Totals 10 69 04 02041 100
Second Qunrtov “Number In parentheses before opponent's name (s Passing Comp,  Att, Pot,  Yds, INT TO Rating
MSU Edinger, 43 field goal 13:31; 7 plays, 33 yards, 2:08 ‘f:"“'J' lt':“l" (I":VA!I(: F;'Hhx:g‘ 'mﬂ!hm after opponent's name TR T T T . S N L)
MSU — Edinger, 22 fleld goal 11:02; 7 plays, 23 yards, 1:37 i b i Rt #‘m Gormaine 476 288 608 2450 6 18 140.6
Th"“ Q“"r‘l" Toam Statistios ) ork Garelo 10 2 458 168 0 L 1246
tave Bollisar ] 6 600 26 0 0 1003
05U == Moore, 73 Interception return (Stultz kick) 9:51 : osu Opp Austin Mnl::::nun 0 ‘i 1000 00 0 00
« " r Lk nBe | ¢ ()2 F e = First Downs 220 160 Jonathan Walls 0 1 000 0 00 0.0
M",“. Hu,lmu‘l on, 23 pass from Burke (kick falled) 6:02; 5 Aushing 100 i 08U Totsls 180 318 604 2008 6 19 148.4
plays, 51 yards, 3:38 Passing 118 63 OPP Totals 160 327 469 1800 14 0 034
MSU Edinger, 49 fiald goal 4:55; 4 plays, 2 yards, 0:50 Ponalty [} 0
Fourth Quarter Avg, Por Game/Rush 108.2 70,0 FG Distanoo 020 3039 4040 B0+ Total
MSU Irvin, 3 run (Edinger kick) 14:20; 8 plays, 92 yards, 2:53 ?f.:‘.u'(?y',ﬁlf-':"” e Ja;:t‘:;: ]'/l/'/l: l‘;;'l‘l Tyll:;ll:lll :': “ ::ll 32’ ilﬂ' l):
MSU Edinger, 42 fleld goal 9:26; 4 plays, -7 yards, 2:40 Total Plays 714 608 QPP Totals 22 34 58 00 ‘1041
Att, — 93,595 Average Por Game 404.0 2029
b . " Average Per Pla 6.2 1.8 Punting No, Yds, Avg, Bk Long
Waeather — Cloar, 48 degrees. Wind 5-10 mph from W l'mmm:l Y“'r'”“ i 14099 43368 TR CTET T T L T T
Toam Statistics Fumbles-Lost 2410 o Toam 1 0 06 0 0
MSU 0su o 08U Totals 40 1000 404 1 [}
Jrel Down Effiolency 00148 33148 ot ¥
2 24 OPP Totals 70 3313 M@0 3 00
Firat Downs 16 21 Peraentage w44 223
Ath Down Efficiency 1016 516
Rushing 21 11 - - Interoeptions No. Yds, Avg, TD Long
Porcant 628 )
Passing 13 10 :;,,1’:"“ o 2 ,_,'_-H' : Anmad Plummer g0 00 0 0
Penalt 1 0 Time of Possassion Avg. s 28:20 Damon Moore 2 73 368.8 ! 14
y . central MeGlellion 1 000600 1 60
Rushes-Yards 34-48 47114 Stave Dolllwarl 1 190190 O 19
Passing Yards 329 245 :unul,ny Q""""l “1 2 3 s _Tot. A‘v'. Na'll Diggs { 80 0 U
Jhio State ) 'L} 63 62 330 36,7 Clinton Wayne 1 17 17.0 0 17
(’;:"“‘: ML‘I“C"'“P"'“U 47"‘%‘1 33'1:‘1 Opponents 16 60 16 16 100 11 Bront Jahnson L 14410 9 4
onsive Plays Parcy King 1 1 3.0 4] )
Total Net Yards an 383 Attendanoe Anmes Total AVEEL Tim Cheatwood 1 0 00 0 0
Third Down Efficlenc 620 . 216 Home T £ K Nate Clamants : Q80 6 ‘D
y “ » David Mitchell 1 0 00 Q 0
Fourth Down Effielency 0-2 24 py : '/"1”)';,'\‘": ’l'l‘rl"l‘,'l' glu Totals 14 201144 2 73
Punts 6-38.0 7.38.6 1 HE PP Totals R B R
Fumbles-Lost 11 a4 Indlvidual Statistios Punt Returns No, Yds, Avg. TD Long
Ponaltios 214 664 Rushing At Net. Avg, _TD Long Ken-van Rambo 10 148 6.7 O 124
Time of Possesslon 30:38 20122 Michael Wiley 04 000 0.9 D70 David Boston 18 200433 1 70
Individual Statistics Joa Montgomery B8 610 O 5 30 Gary Borry 15 68 43 O 13
a3 2 ' 2 Parcy Ki 1 8 8¢ 0 0
RUSHING (Att Not Yds.) — MSU: Irvin 2652; Clemons 2:3; Burke G(7). 08U: Wiley 22100; |  tantt Keter e S L o [
Montgomaery L1-41; Keller 4-7; Boston 2-1; Germalne 9(-41), Darak Combs 20 A B 0 12 """“lmuw 0 0 00 1 0
PASSING (Att.-Comp.Int.-Yds.-TD) — MSU: Burke 46-18:1:3231; Irvin 1:1:0.6:0, 08Ut Germaine | Doe Mile - S R PP Toteln 2 ie T8 4 30
13:15-1-245-1
Jermon Jackson 2 4 40 0 4
RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds,) — MSU: Scott 6:88; Burress 4-125; Baker 4-50; Richardson 1-23; Maygood 1-18; Jorty WeBlbrooks 1 3 . 30 0 3 Rlokol! Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Irvir 4-8; Burke 1-6; Clemons 1.2 . 08U: Millar 574; Boston 4-49; Lumpkin 261; Wiley 243; Keller 218, Gharlle Sandars ! 330 0 3 L R 1
PUNTING (No.-Avg-Long) — MSU: Jarrett 5-30.8.50; Team 1-20,0-20, 08U: Bartholomew 7-38.6-47, ::,":'"‘l' R:r‘"r‘l’,'l'm"mw f 11 2:, :; ,’, Jonathan Wolks y 6833210 O 23
PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — MSU: Scott 3.38, 08U: Boston 451, Mork Qarcle g At XX gy Matt Kellar i 18 80 0 4
KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — M8U: Haygood 3-62, 08U: Rambo 507; Keller 1-11, Jon Germaine 43 - 43 0 022 i (i o sities 8 &
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By Steve Burkley

When Willinm White entered the
Ohio State foothall seene four summers
aEo us o freshman out of Lima, Ohio,
he brought along with him some
mocdest expectations

“Four yvears ago at this time I was in
awe of evervthing here,” said White,
who starred  for the football and
baskethall teams at Lima Senior High,
YAll T wanted to do was make the
traveling squad that fivst vear

"I think I've been fortunate.”

White, 21, did more than muoke the
Huckeves' traveling squad that first
season, He did much more

“T ot to start the first game,"” he
pointed out

Since then White has played in 36
pames during his three years at Ohio
State, all as o starter, though he missed
two games lagt vear becouse of an
ankle injury

“Most guys are
careers  ufter that muany  games,"”
defensive backfield  coaech  Chuck
Heater said of White. " He should be o
dominunt force out there for us. By
repetition  alone, he should be an
improved player,”

White has come o long way sinee his

dones with their

first start, o 22:14 win over Oregon
State
“I was very nervous before that

pwame," hesaid, “But after that first hit
evervthing was fine, That first hit
wottlod me down, 1 made 10 tackles
which is the most I've ever had in o
pame [ was o freshmuan und the new
hoy out there, so they really ran it ut me
und tested moe

Toguess 1T wan ot the right place ot
the right time,” said White, reenlling
the opportunity to immediately jump
stirting position, “And [ guess
counches liked what they saw of

mnmto
the
me,"

The coaching stalf has continued to
uppreciate what White has meant to o
defense that led the Big Ten in the
fewest points allowed last season,

"He's o smuart playver, He studies
filmu and he prepares himself for each
opponent,” Heater said,

The conches have demonstrated
their confidence in White by plaving

him ot the open side cornerbock
position. The players showed  their
fuith by voting White one of the

Buckeves' four captains this year,

“We huve William playing the open
ond of the field which means he has no
help back there,” Heater said, “You
play  vour best player back there,
Willionm hus been back there all three
veurs,”

White responded by muaking 38
tackles last year and 137 over the past
three sensons. He has nlso playved the
puss well, intercepting 11 of them
during his career, including o personal
high six as o sophomore,

Hisg career stats also include one
touchdown (as o freshman), 14 puss
deflections and six fumble recoveries,

Originally Published: Sept. 12, 1987

White Has Come Far
Since First Summer

White i tuking the honor of being
captain along with Chris Spielman,
Eric Kumerow and Tom Tupa, in
stricde, suying he's not the raherah type
that captiing are often perceived as
heing

“I'm not going around bousting
ubout it," he pointed out, ""The way 1
feel about it, if someone needs advice,
then he'll come to me, T think the
players feel T lead by example, I'm not
one to hoot and holler. I'm going to lead
as [ know how. I get excited but I like to
have fun, So when Ldo holler, Talso like
to lough o little.”

That doesn't mean White won't jump
on o teammateif he feels it's necessury,

"'l kick somebody in the rear if
needed," he added, "It's an honor being
voted captain of the Ohio State foothall
team, It feels o little bit better that the
players on the team picked moe rather
than the coaches, It always means
more when your peers have that kind of
fuith in vou,"

White has improved his game to
where he no longer just knows his role
in the Buckeyves' defensive schemeoes,
but also where his teammates belong,

"My freshman vear, I knew what [
was supposed to doat the corner. Then
s I oot more experience, I knew the
whole defensive backfield and what
cach player was supposed to do each
play, Then last year, I knew the
concept of the whole defense,” White
expluined

T never know everyvthing, That's
why coaches are always out there, so
vou coan still keep learning 'm alwayvs
working on the little things, T ean still
pot botter at some of the little things,
things that the people in the stunds
don't alwiys see,”

White is joined in the baekficld by
fellow fourth-yvear starting cornerbuck
Grre Rogan, Sophomore David Brown
is buck to start his second vear ot
safety with senior Ray Juackson, a
bockup Last full, slated to start at rover,

White, 5:10 and 192 pounds, is o big
purt of the Buckeyes' highlyvregarded
defense, though he may not participate
in us many  pluyvs as linebockers
Spiclman or Kumerow

“His position, hy nature, is one
where he's not involved in thit many
plays," explained Heater, “There

might be 80 plays in a normal college
foothull game and he might be asked to
make five plays, So for William, he's in
i position where he has to make those
four or five plays each game. We've
come to expect alot from him,"

Part of White's responsibility as
captain is to make sure the Buckeyes'
high preseason rankings don't go to
the players' heads.

“The way I feel, preseason rankings
mean-nothing,” he said, "We have the
talent, but we haven't won o game vet,
It's where we are at the end of the
season that counts, That's what
matters to me

ST we ke it one game at o time and

——
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This Is William Wh,itc’s' Fourth Year As Starter

let the ehips fall where they may, we'll
be ull vight, There are wlot of things we
don't have any control over, What we
do havedestiny overis winning the Big
Ten and then winning the Rose Bowl, [
feel if we're 12:0 then we should be the
national champs,”
White, who ualso
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BASKETBALL RECRUITING SEASON

clussroom as an  honor student in
mechunical engineering, says it's time
to forget the preseason hype and
prepare for the Sept. 12 season opener
auingt West Virginia

“Now is the time to stop all the
todking," he said, “and make that (talk)
become o reality.”
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Brains, Ability Help White Into Lineup

By Dave Kelch

Back in the early spring, before
William White had been handed
hie high school diploma as an
jtudent at Lima (Ohio)
High School, a statement
was made by an Ohio State
assistant football coach. At the
time, it was speculation; it could
not have been closer to the truth,
“I think he (White) could
possibly help us early because he'll
learn the system quickly,” said Jim
Tressel, the Buckeye offensive
hackfield coach who recruited the
5:10, 180-pound defensive back
“Freshmen sometimes have
trouble learning it, but he won’t
[t's very unusual. His maturity
level i8 80 much greater. than

honor

Penior

others

I'hat is what was said about the
inner makings of White. Now for
what was said about his physical
attributes:

“As we watched film (of White's
prep exploits for the Spartans), we
felt he was an outstanding
athlete,” said Tressel, “I watched
seven or eight of his game films
and in the Cincinnati Moeller
passing (scrimmage) film [ saw
some great things. What really
assured me was watching him play
basketball (a point guard). He has
outstanding quickness.”

S0, when White came to
freshman camp this summer, there

Y S !

it oa s

gL LTy

Freshman William White (I

was little doubt in the coaching
staff’s mind that White was a very
capable individual,

handling the emotional and

The NEW,
official voice of
the Buckeyes!

This fall, move up the radio dial to
1460 WBNS, Tune in every Saturday
for all the exciternent ,
of Ohlo State Football,

All games...only on

all the color

11 by Kroger
1ies
The

capable of

R

physical demands of college
football.
And that brings us to the

present, two games into the 1984
season, White impressed enough
heads during preseason camp that
in the opener against Oregon State
he was the only first-year
freshman at the 22 offensive and
defensive positions to start, He
opened at wide-side cornerback
and had a very fine game, tying for
third on the defense in tackles with
nine (six solo, three assists) and
breaking up two passes, which tied
him for first.

“l thought it (the opener) went
pretty well,” said White, who will
be a mechanical engineering major
once school starts, “It was a nice
game to have to improve upon, |
have one (prior to Washington
State) under my belt.

“l was really nervous before we
came out for the pre-game,” he
added. “My stomach had knots in
it and I could barely bend over, but
my teammates (on defense) and the
upper classmen helped me out.”

White was elevated to first-team
gtatus a little more than a week
before the opener. It did not shock
him and he kept things in proper
perspective.

“T had been on the firat team for a
week or so and I was just trying to
stay there,” he said. "I knew all
along they needed some new
defensive backs this year and I wasg
blessed with the misfortune of
others (several returning defensive
backs had spent the summer in
school to avoid becoming ineligible
and were not allowed to practice
until their grades were cleared), |
didn't hope for it to be that way."

As a high school senior, White
was an all-district and third team
all-state running back for the Class
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AAA Spartans of the tough
Greater Miami Conference
(includes defending state
champion Cincinnati Princeton,
Middletown and Hamilton), White
rushed for 1,444 yards and scored
12 touchdowns, then was the point
guard for coach Ron Niekamp's
regional finalists in basketball,

Although a freshman, White has
been particularly miffed by all the
preseason talk saying the OSU
secondary would be the early sore
spot of the team, Three of four
starters from 1983 were gone,

“That rumor about the defensive
secondary being the weakest part
of the team inspired us,” said
White. “The whole defense really
got involved in it and stuck behind
us,”

As long as White and his
secondary buddies stick behind the
linemen and linebackers, they will
have confidence in the secondary
and return the favor,
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