
Ohio State Offense Expands With TE Jeremy
Ruckert In Versatile Role

After a “big learning experience” as a freshman, Jeremy Ruckert returned to the field March 6 for his
first spring camp at Ohio State with new opportunities on the table in the Buckeyes’ offense.

As offensive coordinator/tight ends coach Kevin Wison detailed Friday, following the team’s eighth
practice of March at the Woody Hayes Athletic Center, OSU wants to get its best 11 players involved.

Part of the solution involves some tweaks to Ohio State’s tight ends, featuring Ruckert’s involvement at
H-back — a development head coach Ryan Day discussed March 23 after the fifth practice.

“I’m kind of going back to my old stomping grounds, so it’s kind of a lot of fun being able to go out there
and being able to do my thing,” Ruckert said Friday. “Anything to help the team. We’ve got a good
quarterback competition, they’re all looking really well, the wide receivers are looking really well, so
I’m really excited about this group.”

Before he signed his letter of intent with the Buckeyes’ 2018 class as a four-star recruit — the
247Sports composite’s No. 37 overall prospect, No. 2 tight end and No. 1 player in New York — from
Lindenhurst, Ruckert starred at receiver.

He took time to adjust across OSU’s 2018 season — his first ever at tight end — with one reception for
13 yards in 10 games.

With the experience, though, things have since slowed down.

“I think last year was huge for me, getting my feet wet in between the tackles and I’m getting my head
in there,” Ruckert said. “So I think it was really good for me, but … I used to play all receiver in high
school. My first day playing at tight end was last summer camp. So it was a really good transition last
year, seeing what the team did, playing in games — every game was just like seeing what it takes to be
on the field. And now being able to use my skillset with the rest of the tight ends, we’re an old group all
coming back, so we’re able to be on the field a lot more.”

Ruckert (6-5, 250) added 10 pounds of muscle to his physical frame, but the biggest jump he made came
elsewhere.
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“He’s stronger, but he’s more confident,” Wilson said of Ruckert. “So he’s running off the ball because
he’s a good athlete. So as he runs, he gains force and power — power is blocking, power is movement —
so he’s stronger, but he’s more confident. And because he’s a good athlete, he can be a good blocker
because he has natural speed. But it’s getting him comfortable to understand how to play with leverage
and he’s becoming a consistent blocker.”

Ruckert possesses a blend of size and speed Ohio State’s offensive staff has taken extra measures to
showcase on the field.

With complementary skillsets from junior Luke Farrell (6-6, 250) as a blocker and senior Rashod Berry
(6-4, 259) as an athlete, the Buckeyes have been able to move Ruckert around accordingly.

Day, Wilson and OSU’s coaches want the offense’s best 11 players on the field — and Ruckert can be
one of them after the strides he made in his freshman season.

“It’s not like we’re trying to have more tight ends because the receiver position is not going to be strong
— the receiver position’s going to be strong,” Wilson said. “It’s just our tight end position is getting
stronger that they can get on the field more. And every job they’re doing as the second tight end, they
already do it as the first tight end. So it’s really not a new offense. It’s just getting the best guys on the
field.”
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