
Ohio State Men’s Basketball Ranked No. 16 In
Preseason Coaches Poll

Ohio State received the No. 16 spot in the USA Today preseason poll for Division I men’s basketball.

The news comes just a few days after the Buckeyes received the No. 18 spot in the AP preseason poll,
marking the first time Ohio State had been ranked in the preseason polls since 2014-15.

The Buckeyes will host Cedarville for a preseason exhibition on Wed., Oct. 30 (7 p.m., BTN-Plus online
only). A week later, Ohio State opens the regular season Nov. 6 against Cincinnati at Value City Arena.

Despite Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo announcing wing Joshua Langford will miss the first half of
the season due to a foot injury, the Spartans are listed as the preseason No. 1 team in the nation.

The Green and White received 30 of the 32 first-place votes. Behind Michigan State in the polls are No.
2 Kentucky, No. 3 Kansas, No. 4 Duke and No. 5 Louisville. Kansas and Duke each had one first-place
vote.

Ohio State’s regular-season schedule includes seven games against teams ranked in the preseason
coaches poll, including No. 1 Michigan State, No. 2 Kentucky, No. 8 Maryland (two games), No. 10
Villanova, No. 11 North Carolina and No. 22 Purdue.

Ohio State has six more games against other teams receiving votes in the coaches poll, including
Illinois, Cincinnati, Wisconsin (two games) and Michigan (two games).

Below are the full top 25 rankings, including the amount of points each team received.

Rank Team Record PTS 1st Prev Chg Hi/Lo
1 Michigan State 0-0 792 30 NR — 1/NR
2 Kentucky 0-0 734 0 NR — 2/NR
3 Kansas 0-0 687 1 NR — 3/NR
4 Duke 0-0 683 1 NR — 4/NR
5 Louisville 0-0 670 0 NR — 5/NR
6 Florida 0-0 619 0 NR — 6/NR
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7 Gonzaga 0-0 544 0 NR — 7/NR
8 Maryland 0-0 536 0 NR — 8/NR
9 Virginia 0-0 532 0 NR — 9/NR
10 Villanova 0-0 531 0 NR — 10/NR
11 North Carolina 0-0 503 0 NR — 11/NR
12 Texas Tech 0-0 417 0 NR — 12/NR
13 Seton Hall 0-0 403 0 NR — 13/NR
14 Oregon 0-0 344 0 NR — 14/NR
15 Memphis 0-0 331 0 NR — 15/NR
16 Ohio State 0-0 280 0 NR — 16/NR
17 Arizona 0-0 229 0 NR — 17/NR
18 Baylor 0-0 228 0 NR — 18/NR
19 Utah State 0-0 218 0 NR — 19/NR
20 St. Mary’s 0-0 163 0 NR — 20/NR
21 Xavier 0-0 149 0 NR — 21/NR
22 Purdue 0-0 123 0 NR — 22/NR
23 Auburn 0-0 105 0 NR — 23/NR
24 LSU 0-0 86 0 NR — 24/NR
25 Tennessee 0-0 78 0 NR — 25/NR
Others receiving votes: VCU 76; Marquette 62; Washington 59; Florida State 47; Michigan 28; Colorado
28; Houston 17; Creighton 13; Davidson 11; Southern California 9; Providence 8; Mississippi State 7;
Wisconsin 6; UCLA 6; Texas 6; Syracuse 6; Georgetown 6; Liberty 5; Dayton 5; Harvard 4; Oklahoma 3;
Illinois 2; NC State 1.
The USA TODAY Sports Board of Coaches is made up of 32 head coaches at Division I institutions. All
are members of the National Association of Basketball Coaches. The board for the 2019-20 season:
Randy Bennett, Saint Mary’s; Jim Boeheim, Syracuse; Glenn Braica, St. Francis (N.Y.); Tim Cluess, Iona;
Jon Coffman, Purdue Fort Wayne; Tom Crean, Georgia; Scott Drew, Baylor; Matt Driscoll, North
Florida; Steve Forbes, East Tennessee State; Mark Fox, California; John Gallagher, Hartford; Steve
Hawkins, Western Michigan; Ron Hunter, Tulane; George Ivory, Arkansas-Pine Bluff; Ben Jacobson,
Northern Iowa; Chris Jans, New Mexico State; James Jones, Yale; Greg Kampe, Oakland; Danny Kaspar,
Texas State; Shantay Legans, Eastern Washington; Grant McCasland, North Texas; Mike McConathy,
Northwestern State; Robert McCullum, Florida A&M; Greg McDermott, Creighton; Matt McMahon,
Murray State; Dan Monson, Long Beach State; Chris Mooney, Richmond; Matt Painter, Purdue; Dave
Pilipovich, Air Force; Brett Reed, Lehigh; Tubby Smith, High Point; Zach Spiker, Drexel.


