Ohio State Men’s Basketball Lands 2019
Center Ibrahima Diallo

A much-needed reinforcement is on its way to Columbus for head coach Chris Holtmann and the Ohio
State men’s basketball team ahead of the 2019-20 season.

After months of being in the mix, the Buckeyes landed a coveted commitment Sunday from 2019 center
Ibrahima Diallo.

Evan Daniels of 247Sports first reported the news.

“I picked Ohio State because I have a good connection with Coach Holtmann,” Diallo told Daniels. “I
have a connection with the coach, and I trust him. He’s a good coach. He knows what he’s doing and
he’s got a good program.”

The 7-0, 200-pounder picked OSU over Pittsburgh — the only two schools he took his official visits to
last month.

He visited Columbus the weekend of March 10 for the team’s 73-67 overtime loss to Wisconsin.
Out of the trip, his offer came soon after, with the need for Holtmann to add help in the post.
“I think it’s clear that, on the interior, an interior guy’s going to be important,” Holtmann said April 10

during a season-wrap-up press conference at Value City Arena. “A five man’s going to be important.”

After months of careful consideration | have decided to commit to Ohio State University
@OhioStateHoops | want to thank all the coaches who have recruited me during the
recruitment process. My Family and | are excited about the next chapter in my life. ]
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— ibrahimadiallo (@ibrahimaa24) April 14, 2019

Diallo’s options included Auburn, Central Florida, DePaul, Florida State, Georgia, Louisiana State,
Southern Florida and the University of California, Irvine.

Originally from Senegal, Diallo plays for Napa (Calif.) Prolific Prep. Rankings by 247Sports consider him
as the No. 194 overall prospect, No. 41 center and No. 14 player in California for 2019.

Diallo joins Bettendorf, Iowa, four-star point guard D] Carton, Wolfeboro (N.H.) Brewster Academy four-
star small forward Alonzo Gaffney and Belleville (Ill.) West four-star EJ Liddell among four recruits in
Ohio State’s 2019 class.

The trio of Carton (6-1, 190), Gaffney (6-9, 190) and Liddell (6-6, 220) signed Nov. 20 with the
Buckeyes.

Diallo’s addition boosts OSU’s incoming class to ninth nationally in the 247Sports team rankings.
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