
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Believes There’s
A “Decent Chance” For Big Ten Football This
Fall

As a longtime Ohio State football season ticket holder, Ohio governor Mike DeWine was asked during
his Tuesday press briefing if he believed the Big Ten made the right decision to postpone fall sports
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

“I don’t know whether they made the right call or not, but I think there certainly is a decent chance of
there being a season,” DeWine said. “I talked to (Ohio State athletic director) Gene Smith this morning
about that issue. I’m not going to disclose our conversation other than I inquired about it. He told me it
was still in play, still very much a possibility.”

DeWine’s comment came just hours after Michigan speaker of the house Lee Chatfield sent a letter to
Big Ten commissioner Kevin Warren urging him to reinstate the football season. The letter was signed
by nine additional legislators from Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, respectively,
including Ohio senator Matt Huffman.

“As you know, it’s not any secret, (Ohio State president) Dr. (Kristina) Johnson’s position, Ohio State’s
decision was to play. I concurred in that,” DeWine said. “The key is always going to be how it is done.
As I have told some people, I don’t know if I’ve said it publicly or not, but athletes at Ohio State, with
their capability of testing very, very, very frequently, could potentially be the safest people (on campus
thanks to) very, very close-in-time testing and a really strong ethic to stay safe.”

Of course, the Warren and the Big Ten’s presidents and chancellors will have the final say when it
comes to fall sports. But DeWine is among those who believes they might ultimately reverse course.

“I don’t know what is going to happen in regard to the Buckeyes,” DeWine said. “But I do know that it is
still very much in play.”
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