
Ohio Four-Star Safety Malik Hartford
Committing Wednesday

West Chester (Ohio) Lakota West four-star safety Malik Hartford (6-3, 175) announced Thursday that he
will be committing next Wednesday, April 6.

Lakota West four-star safety Malik Hartford will announce his decision live on @CBSSportsHQ
next Wednesday.

More details here: https://t.co/QNWYsiQgdl pic.twitter.com/MTNv8Cx59e

— Allen Trieu (@AllenTrieu) March 31, 2022

Hartford is the No. 154 overall prospect in 2023 and the No. 11 safety in the class. His recruitment has
skyrocketed in recent months, receiving an offer from Ohio State on Jan. 22 and then seeing offers from
Notre Dame, Michigan and Tennessee on Jan. 24. Cincinnati was Hartford’s first offer on Sept. 13,
2021.

Ohio State is viewed as the favorite, with all five 247Sports crystal ball predictions sending Hartford to
the Buckeyes. Cincinnati was also viewed as one of his top schools, but his main recruiter, Perry Eliano,
is now the safeties coach at Ohio State.

Hartford’s most recent top five in February included the Buckeyes and Bearcats, as well as Kentucky,
Michigan, Michigan State, Notre Dame and West Virginia. He visited Ohio State earlier in March, and
has also made recent trips to Cincinnati, Michigan State and Notre Dame.
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He is also the No. 4 prospect in Ohio. He trails only Huber Heights Wayne four-star offensive lineman
Josh Padilla (6-4, 265), Mentor four-star defensive lineman Brenan Vernon (6-5, 275) and Findlay four-
star offensive lineman Luke Montgomery (6-5, 270). Montgomery and Padilla are committed to Ohio
State, while Vernon is committed to Notre Dame.

Ohio State already has one safety committed in Titusville (Fla.) Cocoa four-star Cedrick Hawkins, who
committed to the Buckeyes on Jan. 1.

Hartford’s commitment ceremony at Lakota West will be live on CBS Sports HQ at 3:30 p.m.
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