
Jaxon Smith-Njigba Named To Biletnikoff
Award Preseason Watch List

Throughout the award ceremonies that followed last season, perhaps none provided more slight than
Ohio State wide receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba not being included among the finalists for the Biletnkioff
Award, given annually to the top wide receiver in college football.

Smith-Njigba was third in the country with 1,606 receiving yards and ninth with 95 receptions, both of
which set new single-season records at Ohio State, yet he found himself outside of the top three for the
Biletnikoff at the season’s end. He will have a chance for redemption this season, however, as Smith-
Njigba was named to the preseason watch list for the Biletnikoff Award on Thursday.

Congratulations to Jaxon Smith-Njigba @jaxon_smith1 for inclusion on the Biletnikoff Award
Preseason Watch List! @OhioStateFB @OhioStAthletics #OutstandingReceiver #NCFAA
pic.twitter.com/Dg5TLPKXYJ

— Biletnikoff Award (@biletnikoffawrd) July 21, 2022

Smith-Njigba is one of 43 receivers included on the list which also features USC’s Jordan Addison,
Maryland’s Rakim Jarrett, Michigan State’s Jayden Reed and Penn State’s Mitchell Tinsley and Parker
Washington, among others.

If Smith-Njigba were to take home these honors at the end of the season, he would be the second
receiver from Ohio State to do so, joining Terry Glenn in 1995.

He is one of several Buckeyes that have shown up on preseason watch lists. Quarterback C.J. Stroud
was included on the watch list for the Davey O’Brien Award, given to the top quarterback in college
football, while running back TreVeyon Henderson landed on the Doak Walker Award preseason watch
list, given to the top running back. Stroud and Henderson – along with Smith-Njigba – were on the
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watch list for the Maxwell Award, which is given to the top player in college football.
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