
2021 Pennsylvania Five-Star Offensive Tackle
Nolan Rucci Lists Ohio State Among Top
Schools

Lititz (Pa.) Warwick five-star offensive tackle Nolan Rucci included Ohio State in his top nine on
Monday morning alongside Alabama, Clemson, LSU, Michigan, Notre Dame, Penn State, Stanford and
Wisconsin.

Top 9 ⏳

Edit: @Hayesfawcett3 pic.twitter.com/oG4GxvVtQ3

— Nolan Rucci (@nolanrucci) April 20, 2020

The 6-8, 289-pound Rucci is considered the third-best offensive tackle and No. 13 prospect overall in
the class of 2021, and also earned first-team all-state honors after he helped the Warriors to the state
semifinals last season.

Rucci landed an offer from the Buckeyes in January 2019, then made his first and only trip to Columbus
for the spring game that April, where he spent time with head coach Ryan Day and offensive line coach
Greg Studrawa. The two sides have maintained contact, but other programs have made him more of a
priority in the meantime.

That includes the home-state Nittany Lions, who — according to the 247Sports crystal ball predictions
— are the overwhelming favorite to land his pledge. Both of his parents attended Penn State, with his
dad playing football for the Nittany Lions from 1988-92 before enjoying an eight-year NFL career with
the New England Patriots.

It’s worth noting that didn’t stop Rucci’s older brother, Hayden, from picking the Badgers during the
2019 recruiting cycle. A tight end, he’ll be a redshirt freshman in the fall.

Ohio State currently holds two commitments along the offensive line in Bellaire (Texas) Episcopal four-
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star guard Donovan Jackson and Richfield (Ohio) Revere four-star tackle Ben Christman, and hopes to
add at least two more players in the trenches this cycle. Other top targets include Fairfax (Va.)
Robinson Secondary five-star tackle Tristan Leigh; Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy four-star tackle J.C.
Latham; Clarkston, Mich., four-star guard Rocco Spindler; and Lexington (Ky.) Frederick Douglass four-
star guard Jager Burton.

The Buckeyes already have two of the Keystone State’s top-five players in the fold, as well, with
Philadelphia St. Joseph’s Prep five-star quarterback Kyle McCord and four-star wide receiver Marvin
Harrison sitting at No. 2 and 5, respectively.

For four free issues of the now-monthly print edition of Buckeye Sports Bulletin, sign up at
the link below. No credit card required: http://www.buckeyesports.com/subscribe-4issue-trial/
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