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(No) Thanks For The Memories

To the best of my memory, [ have
naver willfully criticized players in this
column, It very rarely serves any pur-
pose to find fault with n kid who i
trying his best but somehow comes up
short.

The people who berated Eddie
George for his fumbles nguinst Mlinois
are the same ones who cheered for him
whon he scored thres touchdowns
ngninst Syrncuse, Likewise, the ones
who bad-mouth Jeff Cothran for the
Citrus Bowl fumble or are critieal of
Kirk Herbstreit for throwing poorly
ngainst Georgin are the same ones who
marveled at Cothran's blocking and
Herbatreit's leadership all season long.

Those guys are all classy individunls
on n team that has a lot of classy guys.

Steve Tovar has a lot of class. Ho hns
spoken his mind about many topies, has
boen eloquent about his feslings about
choosing Ohio State over Michigan, and
has been gracious both in victory and
defent, He also honored his commitment
to play four seasons for the Buckeyes

mr: in no doing, in on time to graduate.

Tim Williams haa a lot of class. Aftor
missing a potentinl game-winning field
gonl ngainst Nlincins, he faced questions
from reporters for sovernl minutes
despite the fact he seemed to bo on the
brink of tears, That was likely the worst
time in Williams' young life, but he
stood there like a man and answered
wnﬁqmmon ut to him,

ore are those on the team, how-
ever, who do not measure up to their
teammates, Some may have all the
talent in the world, but simply do not
mensure up on the character issuo.

Thero are those players who would
lead you to beliove one thing when, in
reality, they represent something clse
entirely. That, ladies and gentlomen, is
being hypocritical.

Webster's defines n hypocrite as “n
person who protends to i’m what he is
not.” For me, that pretty well sums up
the tumultuous three-year ride we have
had with Rebert Smith,

As n high school senjor, he always
seemed very gracious during the dif-
fleult recruiting process, He remained
that way throughout his freshman sen-
son while he was setting records and
earning awards.

Then something seemed to change
Smith. He left the team just before the
1891 season began under circumstances
that remain a bit cloudy to this day. 1
continue to defend his decision to leave,
If he truly thought that he waas being
forced to decide between ncademica and
athletics, he had every right to do what
he did. Every athlete at avery school in
Amaerica has that same right

What [ do not defend s the way he
went about leaving the team. He
trashed u\-er t and everyone in

e State program to

waste in m.'\rn eVOTY Mnjor newspaper
in the country.

Then he wvisited Southern Cal and
Stanford last winter before
he'd come back to the Buckeyes
problem there. Any team would wel-
come . nle i enllber

And th came back,
he didn't equal '}.c numbers he had as n
freshman, he appeared to play at a dif-
forent lovel. He gained the tough yardas,
h wyed hurt, and he led by example

rtunately, he continued to be
orved of the sound of hi
DEecyigns Lo many. put hlica

and although

i own voice

annm

n
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talk to severnl reporters who covered
the Buckeyes on a day-to-day basis,

Smith once refused to talk to a
reporter becnuse that reporter’s brother,
who worked in n different medium, had
dared to eriticize him. When he did talk,
he was either pontificating on the Ohlo
State tradition or comparing himself fa.
vorably to n pair of running backs who
finished second and third in the Heis-
man Trophy balloting,

After the next-to-last game of the
regular season, played at Indians,
Smith entered n packed press tant, then
%ukkly exitod, tolling n member of the

SU sports information department he
waould talk to only two reporters. One of
those two reporters gently but firmly
told Smith he could not ignore the rest
of the media that day.

Then he decided to talk to the rost of
the reporters — with the notable exeep-
tion of yours truly. The previous week, |
had written n column which — 1
thought — praised Smith for being n
free thinker and one who would stand
beside his comments despite the fact
some of what he sald was unpopular
with the mansoes,

Whether or not he took umbrage
with something | wrote in that column,
or whethaer he disliked our lotters to the
aditor critical of him or the OSU pro-
gram, 1 still do not know. Through
soveral third parties, | asked what waa
bothering Smith about BSH. | nover got
an answer and | don't expect to get one
now.,

It bothers me not in the least that
Smith refused to talk to me. There are
more than 100 other players on the
Ohio State football team who make for
good stories.

What bothers me {s that Smith made
himsell out to be something of a
champion for the college nthlete against
the nasty establishment that uses up
players to mnke money, then throws
thom away like yosterday's garbage
when their eligibility is gone. Now he's
using that establishment to further
himsalf by leaving school early to enter
tha NFL draft.

Once again, | have no problem with
that. No one has ever questioned the
fact that Smith is an exceptionally
gifted football player. He will probably
become an oxcellent professional player.
And he should not be prevented from
starting his professional career when-
aver he chooses.

But just as the way he left Ohio
State the first time leaves a bad taste,
this time leaves an equally sour taste.
Here is a guy who repenatedly sald how
much an education meant to him — and
even left football for a year to con-
contrate on that education — and now
he has decided to shuck that schooling
for a while to pursue a professional
Bports caroer.

Ohio State football waas here long be-
foro Robert Smith came on the scene,
and I suspoct the Buckeyes will ba play-
ing football long after Smith's career is
over,

It was a pleasure to wateh Smith

rform for tweo seasons, and the impact

¢ had on the OSU program on the

playing field will continue to live on in
the record booka,

Hopefully, though, the lifespan of the

impaet he had on the program off the
field will not be nearly as long.
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Buckeyes Set Record With Fifth Straight Season-Ending Defeat

Bowl Loss Has No Effect On Cooper s Status

lu\

By MARK REA
Buckeye Bports Bulletin Editor

As Ohio State president Gordon Gee
stood in the press box shaking hands
with members of the medin covering the
Florida Citrus Bowl, there was some-
thing familiar about him.

The smile was back.

The usually affable Gee had turned
grim during the last few days of the
1902 football season as rumors cireu.
lated that he would have to dismiss
head coach John Cooper If the Buckeyes
did not beat Michigan and win their
bowl game.

But in the wake of OSU's 13:13 tie
with Michigan and a favorable review of
Cooper by athletic director Jim Jones,
Geo could return to his smiling self,
even though the Buckeyes dropped a
21:14 decision to Georgin in the Citrus
Bowl.

*That's all behind us," Gee told
reporters. "John Cooper is our coach, he
will remain our conch, nand wo won't say
we'll evaluate him any more.”

And had the Buckeyes been soundly
defoated by the Bulldoga?

“If we had gotten beat by two or
three touchdowns,” Gee said, *we would
have gotten beat by two or three touch-
downas.”

Cooper signed n new four-year con-
tract in July that runs through the 1995
season, He will return to Ohio State for
u sixth year as head conch next season,
making him only the fith man in his.
tory to last that long with the Buckeyes.

Woody Hayes coached for 28 seasons,
followed by John Wilce with 16, Earle
Bruce with nine and Francis Schmidt
with seven.

THE BUCKEYES st a dubious
school record with the loss to Georgia. It
marked the f(ifth straight season in
which thay had finished the year with a
loss, the first time that has ever hap:
pened in school histary.

The last time Ohio State won a sea-
son finale was in 1987, when the Buck.

second touchdown of the Cilrus Bowl, a fivesyard scamper that tied the game 14-14 in the third
quarter, Smith rushed for a team-high 112 yards, caught two passes for 49 yards and scored two
touchdowns for the Buckeyes, but it wasn't enough as Georgia prevailed by a 21-14 score.

eyes upset Michigan 23-20 in Bruce's
final game as head coach. The Buckeyes
finished 6-4-1 that year and did not go
to o bowl,

The bowl loss also ran the team's
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postsenson losing streak to four. The
Buckeyes haven't won a bowl game
gince beating Texns A&M 2812 in the
Cotton Bowl following the 1986 seasan,

The loss in the Citrus Bowl dropped
Ohio State's overall bowl record to 11«
14 and equaled a school mark for four
stradght bowl losses. The Buckeyoes'
ather four-game bowl drought occurred
from 1978.80 with consecutive losses in
the Sugar, Gator, Rose and Fiesta bowls
to Alabama, Clemson, Southern Cal and
Penn State, respoectively,

Despite the end-of-the-season slide,
the Buckeyes still nchieved some things
this season they never had under

Cooper,
The 8:3-1 overall record was the bost
in the coach’s five-year tenure,

Likewise, the Buckeyes finished the
season ranked among the country's top
25 teams for the first time in five sea-
sons under Cooper.

0OSU SENIOR middle linebacker
Steve Tovar finished his careor in style,
registering o team-high nine tackles
ngainst the Bulldogs

It was also his devastating sack of
Georgia quarterback Eric Zeler In the
fourth quarter that caused a fumble and
led to the Buckeyos' getting a chance for
n go-nhead scare,

However, Tovar admitted to having
some problems early in the game, trying
to adjust to Georgin's overall team
speed,

I don't think you can simulate the
kind of speod that they had” Tovar

said. *I think we tried to in practice,
and we worked hard. But in certain
situations, they just seemed to have too
much speed.”

Tovar especially singled out the play
of Georgin running back Garrison
Hearst, who gained 163 yards and
scored two touchdowns to win game
most valuable player honors.

After trying to chase Hearst all over
the field, Tovar gave him some high
proise. Despite playing against backs
such as Anthony Thompson of Indiana,
Tico Duckett of Michigan State, Nick
Bell of lowa, and Ricky Powers and
Tyrone Wheatley of Michigan, Tovar
said Hearst eclipsed them all.

*I've played agninst some good backs
over the years,” the OSU linebacker
said, “He's probably most like Vaughn
Dunbar of Indiana, excopt Hearst is
lot faster, a lot quicker and a botter
athlete. I think very highly of Vaughn
Dunbar and what he did in the Big Ten,
but definitely, over my career, I think
Garrison may be the best ['ve ever
faced ™

FOR SOMEONE who had perform-
od above and beyond the call of duty all
soason, it was lough to watch quarter-
back Kirk Herbstreit struggle through-
out the game with his passing contrel.

Several times, Horbstreit was victim-
ized by dropped balls. But there were
many other times when he simply over-
threw potentinl receivers by several
feet.



As o result, he completed only eight
of 24 attompts for 110 yards, his worst
completion percentage of the year and
hin second lowest yardage total,

“For some renson, | was pressing a
little bit,” Herbstreit explained. *I really
couldn't find my groove. | was trying to
loosen up on the wideline and 1 just
couldnt do it. Also, mix that in with
them doing n good job of covering our
people downfield.”

Herbstreit's longest completion of the
day was his screen pass to tailback
Robert Smith in the fourth quarter, a
catch-and-run play that coverod 45
yards. His next longest complotion was
a 17.yarder to senior split end Brian
Stablein on the second play of the game.

Herbstreit's favorite target all sen.
son, Stablein was sidelined late in the
second quarter by strained kneo liga-
ments. He was coming over the middle
on o third-down play and was hit hard
by a Geargin defender, knocking him
out of action for the rest of the day,

*“That hurt us tremendously just bo-
cause of the fact that Brian has been
there all year for me,” Herbatreit said.
“Whenever it's third and five or 10, nine
timos out of 10, we're going to Stablein.
To lose him early in the game really
hurt us, I'd be lying il I said it didn't,

“The other guys stepped up and did a
good job, Greg Beatty and Chris
Sanders and Allen DeGraffenreid all
did n good job for us, But it really hurt
not to have Brian in there.”

Herbatreit entered the game having
completed 61.3 percent of his passes for
the season, just ahead of Jim Karsatos,
who set the school record in 1985 by
completing 61.2 percent of his attempte,
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However, Herbstreit's day against
the Bulldogs dropped his season per-
contage to G568.7, still the third-best
mark among OSU quarterbacks who
have attempted 200 passes or more in a
single season,

He also finished the year with 1,904
yards passing, the 10th-highest single-
soason total in school history.

DESPITE FAILING to click much
of the day in the passing game, Ohio
State still managed to total 289 total
yards of offense, That includes 179
yards on the ground, about 15 more
than the Bulldogs gave up on the aver-
nge during the regular season,

8till, one member of the Buckeye of-
fonse thought his taam should have got-
ton even more yardage.

“I think we were a little inconsistent
on offense today,” said OSU tailback
Robert Smith, “Georgin is very quick up
front defensively, and we had a little
trouble. Not just the linemen, but n
couple of times, (fullback) Jefl (Cothran)
and I had a little trouble where exactly
we should mnke a cut. It was an in.
consistent day for us offensively.”

Smith was on the receiving end of
that 45-yard screen pass in the fourth
quarter, easily Ohio State's most excit-
ing offensive play of the game,

He got excellent blocks on the play
from sovernl teammates, including con-
ter Paul Long, tackle Alan Kline, tight
end Cedric Saundors and Cothran, and
appenred for a while like he might take
the play all the way for a touchdown.,

When asked to explain what hap-
pened on the play, Smith replied, *I
eaught the ball and ran and was tired
afterward. | didn't think | was going to

go all the way because | was pretty well
gone there at the end.

“I don't know what to say. It's a play
that we work on every day, but it's
never worked like that when I've been
in there. 1 really can't say that play
more than any other one got us going. 1
think every play you hope for n big gain,
It was just another play.”

It turned out to be Smith's lnst play
from scrimmage in an Ohio State
uniform. Three plays later, Herbstreit
and Cothran mishandled an exchange
and fumbled, a turnover the Bulldogs
eventually turned into the game-
winning touchdown,

Smith got his hands on the football

only onee more in the game, returning a
punt 12 yards in the final seconds
Threo days after the game, he announc.
od his intention to forgo his final two
years of colloge eligibility to go pro.

Hin final college game was a good
one — 112 yards and two touchdowna
on 25 carries, two pass recoptions for 49
yards and 28 more yards on kick
returns,

He refused any comment on his fu.
ture plans after the game, but when a
reporter asked him if he would be
satisfled with his performance if it was
his last at OSU, Smith replied, *“No. We
lost, and I'm never satisfied with a
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Georgia Turns OSU Fumble Into Winning Touchdown Drive

Citrus Bowl Mistake Costs Buckeyes Dearly

By MARK REA
Huckoye Hporis Hulletin Ediior

Although the team that makes the
fowest mistakes usually wins, that
cliche did not hold true for Ohio State in
the Florida Citrus Bowl,

The Buckeyes really made only one
mistake during their New Year's Day
battle with Georgin, but that mistake
wound up costing them the game,

OSU quarterback Kirk Herbstreit
and fullbuck Joff Cothran got their sig-
nals crossed on o simple trap play at the
Bulldogs® 16.yard line, resulting in a
fumble that Georgia defensive tackle
Travia Jones recovered.

Eloven plays later, the Bulldogs got
the game-winning touchdown on a one-
yard plunge by backup running back
Frank Harvey. The score made the dif-
feronce in the game us the Buckeyes
lost 21-14 to their Southeastern Confer-
ence rival.

It marked the fourth consecutive
postaeason defent for Ohio State, leav-
ing the Bucks with a final record of 8.3-
1. The loss also marked a school-record
fifth straight year in which the Buck-
oyos have finlshed the season with a
lona.

The defent wasted o superlntive
gome by OSU wsophomore tailback
Robert Smith in what proved to bo his
final game ns a Buckeye.

He rushed for 112 yards and two
touchdowns and also grabbed two
passes for 49 yards. It was hin exciting

Georgia quartorbnck Eric Iminr (10) prepares to throw a pass
despite the efforts of Ohio State defensive end Derrick Foster
(84) to block it. Zeior completed 21 of 31 passes against the Buck-
eyes, helping his team to a 21-14 win in the Florida Citrus Bowl,

46.yard run with a screen pass from
Horbstreit in the fourth quarter that
helped the Buckeyes get so far into
Goorgin territory before thoy committed
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the costly turnover.

Smith wound up the season with n
toam-high. 819 yards rushing, remark-
able in that he missed two whole games,

, and significant parts of two others.

After the game, he refused to speculnte
on whether or not he had played his
final game for Ohio State,

When nsked after the game if he was
coming back to Ohio State, Smith
replied, “Yes. | think the plane leaves at
7:30. I'1 be back there tonight.”

Aler another reporter pressed the is-
sue, Smith refused to answor, saying he
would nsecopt questiona related only to
the Citrus Bowl. Two days later, how-
ever, he nnnounced that he will forgo
his final two years of eligibility and
Jump to the NFL.

Smith measured up respectably to
Goorgia running back Garrison Hearst,
who piled up 163 yards and two TDs in
the game. Hearst was named the
game's most valuable player, while
Smith earned offensive player of the
goame honors for Ohio State,

While the game was billed ns a

Hearst-Smith showdown, it came down
surprisingly to a show of defenses. The
Bulldogs allowed only 280 total yards to
the Buckeyes, while OSU surrendered

;444 total yards to Georgin.

But the Buckeyes nlso made some
big plays, including recovering a pair of
fumbles. Both were extremely impor-
tant.

The first came with about seven
minutes left in the first hall. The
Bulldogs were nursing n 7-0 lead but
had just crossed into Ohio State terri-
tory. However, UGA quarterback Eric
Zoier mishandled the snap from center,
and Ohio State sophomore defensive
end Randall Brown pounced on the
loose ball.

The turnover not only stopped
Georgin's momentum, but also gave
some to the Buckeyes' offense, which
had sputtered to that point, Eleven
plays later, Smith waltzed into the end
zone from one yard out to give OSU a 7.
7 tie before the half ended.

Ohio State’s second fumble recovery
appeared at the time like it might set
up & Buckeye victory. With the score
tied 14-14, the Bulldogs were driving
and had a first down at the OSU 28, On
that first-down play, Zeier faded to pass
and was bent almost in half by Ohio
State senior linebacker Steve Tovar.
Zeler coughed up the football and nose
guard Greg Smith smothered it to gain
possossion for the Bucks.

OSU looked as though it would not
cash in on the break, though, as twe
running plays netted only four total
yurds, Then, on third-and-six from the
08U 40, Herbstreit faded to pass and
wans chased from the pocket. He ap-
{:nnui to fade back deeper and desper,

t it turned out to be a ploy by the
Buckeye quarterback.

Gotting a block from offensive tackle
Dave Monnot, Herbstreit dumped n
pass in the right flat to Smith, who had
creled around the charging Georgia
rush. Gotting a release block from cen.
ter Paul Long and two excellent
downfield blocks from tackle Alan Kline
and Cothran, Smith set off on a broken-
fiold run that brought the crowd to its
foot.

He finally ran out of room along the
Georgia sideline, but not before Ohio
State had a first down at the Bulldogs'
16.yard line,

Poised for o go-ahead touchdown, or,
ot the very least, n field goal attempt

Free Admission To:

’ The Buckeye Boosters
l And Support Athletics At OSU

Spring Practice Game, Quarterback Club Meetings, “Meet The
Team Day” in August. Buckeye Boosters sponsors five awny
trips plus a bowl trip including trips to Pittsburgh, Hlinois,
Purdue, Wisconsin (4-day Chlcago trip), and Michigan,

L)
Annual Mambership

25 Family

ol

Ml chich 0 Buckheye Boostert, 1855 £, Dubin-Granvile Rd.,

i Nama
J.UICKE :'E E Addross
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from |-].l|-- k Tim Williams, the
Buckoyes would get no further. Backup
taflback Butler By'not's was thrown for
u one-yard loss on first down, then
Herbatreit threw an LI]l'l'JflIFr]I'lllll] on
second down. On third-and-11, Cothran
and Herbstreit ran into one another,
fumbled, and Georgia recovered, setting
up the game-winning march

“We had our opportunities,” sald
08U head conch John Cooper. *Robert
made n nice run and gave us the ball
down deop in their territory

“Our thinking was to run a trap play.
It's n play that you check at the line of
scrimmage which way you're going to
run it, and (Cothran) did not hear the
audible and went the wrong way. From

that point on, it was pretty much
Georgia's game,”
Herbatreit explained that the

Goeorgin contingent among the erowd of
65,861 may have had something to do
with Cothran's inability to hear.

“The Georgin [ans wore getting
pretty loud at that point,” he said. *I
ealled the 'white' call, which ia a trap to
the left, and (Cothran) thought 1 hnd
said ‘red’ He went to the side he
thought he'd heard it, and I went to the
side where I'd called it. There was a col-
lision and the ball just popped out.”

Horbstreit said, in falrmess to
Cothran, "1 usually call the color twice,
but this time, 1 only called it once. I
should have turned around to mnake
sure he hoard it.”

Ohio State still had a l'lil.lpil' of late
chanees to pull out a victory, but the
Bucks co not muster any kind of
sustained attack and finally lost the 21
14 decision

*You have to give Ohio State a lot of
crodit for creating our mistakes,” said
Georgin head coach Ray Cofl, who ia
now 2-1 in postssason action with the
Bulldogs. *We never could quite put the
knockout punch on them. We kept
thinking we were close to doing that,
but I]u\)' would bounce 'I:llx'k.’

The Buckeyos were forced to play
catch-up all day after Georgin took its
opening possession 80 yards for a touch-
down, getting n one-yard run from
Hearst

08U tied it just before halftime on
Smith's run, but the Dawgs used a big
kickoff return by Andre Hastngs to
open the second half and took just 93
seconds to make it 14-7 on another
touchdown run by Hearst.

The Buckeyes took advantage of a
short punt by Georgin to tie the game
again, getting a five-yard run from
Smith with 3:31 left in the third period.
That preceded the fourth-quarter turn.
overs by both teams that resulted in
Hary rame-winning TD.

Buckeye fans also witnessed the {inal
game by Tovar. The senlor linebacker
did not disappoint the faithful, register-
ing nine tockles, including two for loss,
and eausing one fumble.

It also marked the final game for
Herbstreit, who had an uncharnctoristi-
cally poor afterncon throwing the ball.
Entering the game having connected on
61.3 percent of his attempts, the Buck.
oye QB completed only eight of 24
paases agninst Georgia for 110 yards

Herbatreit's  passing  jame
hampered by the loss of his favorite
recelver, Brian Stablein, to a knee in-
jury midway through the second
quarter

In addition to Heurst's big game, the
Bulldogs had excellent per.
formances from Zelor and wide recoiver
Andre Hastings
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The Numbers Game

Bulldogs 21, Buck
7

eyes 14

GEORGIA 0 7 7 21
OHIO STATE 0 i 7 0 14

UGA — Hearst, 1 run (Peterson kick) 6:48

0SU — Rob Smith, 1 run (T.Williams kick) 1:17
UGA — Hearst, 6 run (Peterson kick) 13:27
08U — Roh Smith, 5 run (T Williams kick) 3:31
UGA — Harvey, 1 run (Peterson kick) 4:32

Att, — 65,861

UGA 0osu
First Downs 26 18
Rushing 11 12
Passing 13 ]
Penalty 2 1
Rushes-Yards 40-202 47-179
Passing Yards 242 110
Passes 31-21-0 24-8-1
Plays 80 71
Total Net Yards Ad4 289
Third Down Efficiency 10-16 6-16
Punts 6-39.0 8-37.1
Fumbles-Lost 2.2 11
Penalties 3-30 6-36
Time Of Possession 31:01 28:69

al Statistion
L%dgr%g;rnt ?.;-1.33'. T Davis 7-42; Strong f-14; Harvey

th 25.112; Harris 738 By'not'e 4-17; Cothran 3-11;
— UGA: Zoler 81.21.0-242-0. 0O8U; Horbstreit 24-

B R . Hastings B.113; Strong 3-20; Mitchell 2-39; Bohan.
RECEIVING (Rec.Ydw) — UOA: EARCREE 1 ot g1 rvay 1.5; Hoarst 14:2). OSU: Rob
non 2-29; Graham 2-15; Thomos l-l.lé:‘?i.'léf:%rénfry I«B-,'Cnthrm i

49,0-52, OSU: Kessel 5-37 163,

1.6.0-6, O8U: Taylor 1-17 0-17; Rab

RUSHING (Att,-Net Yda.) — Ut
4.10; Lelor 6:-32). 08U: Rob Smi

troit 8.1,
HQE?REEEING (Att-Comp.Int.Ydu.TD)

Gmith 2-49; Stablein 231 Saunders
gm;’UNTING (No.-Avg.-Lg) — UGA: Armstrong 6+

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Avyy-Lg.) UGA: Hostings
smil‘lill](lli.(g‘i"t]leg;‘lTURNS (No.-Avg.-Lg) UGA! Hustings 3-27.0-49, O8U: By'nat'e 1.26.0-

e gﬁ‘?ﬁﬁgﬁ: S RECOVERED BY — UGA: TJones, 05U R Brown, G.Smith,

INTERCEPTIONS — UGA: MaJones, OSU:'. None,
ThCi']u‘Ifl:SE‘:pgﬂﬁ LOSE — UGA: M. Davis (3), Harre

Ghmi‘é‘ﬁ?;yg?ﬁi‘:mﬁ .I‘I"Tot.) — UGA: Chris Wilson m{-s-. Godlrey 2-?-:.', '}:s‘:&lél: Jig"l".
” l‘? 3-1.11: Ba:mum 3.2.5: M.Davis 2-3-5; Harrel 3:0-3; M-dEm:nai-i;- s La
T 3::““ .1 1'3- Daniels 1-1-2; Owens 1:0-1; h&}:lmhuang ll:fal‘;m:nn‘ s CIPSU: ! ol
David 1-0-1; Maib L.;).l- Fouch .‘1.0-1':3 ?E?n‘d(} Sn:;‘:.?, :511.'7} Shagons O-1 4-23; D Tan -:g.{{.

; ; ; ; 0.2 . 0-1; ns 1.0-1;
Stylon 3-14 0 ook O .; Wilkingon 2.0-2; Fostor 2:0-2; Paul 1:0-1; Simmo

T.Willinms 1-0-1; Taylor 0-1-1; Borchers 0-1-1,

|, Godfrey, Daniela, 08U Tovar (2),

spaghetti House & Pizzeria

2941 N. High St. i. Buy One Dinner :
262-7747 | Get Second Dinner |
Serving : :
Monday | FREE |
Thru I [
Saturday |  Dining Room |
11a.m.to 10 p.m. ! Only se |

e o i o - -

Clintonville's Family Italian Restaurant

- i e B,

RUSHING ATT  GAIN LOST NET AVG TD LG arer osu
Robert Smith 147 B58 19 819 56 10 64 FIRST DOWNS W0 238
Raymont Haris 106 486 23 46} a4 5 2 Rushing 9 131
Jell Cothran o8 423 13 410 42 3 40 Passing 102 01
Butler By'not'e 58 205 12 283 49 | B Penaly i 16
Eddie Geoige n 190 14 176 AR 5 60  AVO PER GAMEMRUSH 128.5 1860
Joay Galloway 1 50 0 &0 500 I 30 AVO PER GAMEPASS 1831 1635
William Houston ] 3 0 25 248 112 AVG PER PLAY/PASS - fi.l T
Brian Sublein 2 23 0 23 115 0 13 TOTAL OFFENSE 17 41
Chris Sanders i kK] 1 2 13 0 u Total Plays 11 K9
Balb Hoying 5 1 17 «10 20 0 5 Avorage Por Game 16 3495
Kirk Herbstreit 5 1|2 21 2 -4 0 M Average Per Play 46 51
O8U Tatals S 572 Ja0 2232 44 26 64 PENALTIES-YARDS T1-395 53-390
GPP Totals 448 1956 414 1542 34 M 37 Offensa 31-231 25172
Delonse 24-221 19-142
PASSING ATT COMP INT YDS PCT TD LG Special Teams 16:143 11-76
Kirk Herbstrein 204 145 6 1904 587 4 54 FUMBLES-LOST 1T 179
Bob Hoying 14 ] 1 58 S5 115 drd DOWN EFFICIENCY  68-178 68170
85U Tenals e 163 71980 S8 5 M Perceniage 82 A0
QPP Totaly i63 199 19 2197 548 5 58 4th DOWN EFFICIENCY T4 9:13
Percantage SO0 692
Sacks: Kirk Herbsweit 27167, Dob Hoying 2-13 SACKS BY 29-182 30-237
TIME OF POSSESSION 347156 372:04
RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG TD LG Averago Por Game 28:5% 3L
Brian Sublein 51 643 120 2 46 SCORING ™™ EPK EPMF EPR FG I'TS
Cedric Saunders 28 M2 122 0 38 Tim Willisms « 413] . TS ']
Chris Sanders a2 360 164 0 54 Robert Smith 11 - . « M
Jelf Cothian 19 207 109 0 28 Eddie Georgs ] - . - 30
Creg Beany 14 153 108 2 25 Raymonl Harrls 8 0-1 - 30
Robert Smith @ Hd 9.3 0 45 Jelf Cothran 3 . P |
Allen DeGrallfenreld 6 65 108 0 1B Crog Deany 2 12
Butler By'nol's 6 62 103 0 13 DBrion Sublein v 12
Joey Galloway . | 24 L] 0 17 Builer By'not'e I - [
0.0, Jones ! 110 0 11 Jooy Galloway 1 . 6
Raymont Harris I 900 0 9 Willlam Houston 1 6
Joe Mezger 1 4 '3 1.2 Joe Metxger | 6
@S0 Tovals 16 962 120 § S TioPaul 1 . . . 6
QPP Toials 199 297 o 3 58 05U Talals »” o0 0.4 1629 271
PP Taials 0 1306 12 02 7111380

PUNTING NO  ¥YDS AVG T 120 DK LG % includes safery

Jool Kessel 54 1915 335 r N 1

OSU Totals 54 1915 385 7 /7 0 31 FGDISTANCE 0:29 30-3  d0-d9 50+ TOTAL

GPPTdlals 71 228 356 M 138 62 Tim Willlams F00 0 610 26,13 16282

05U Tatals f0 Ge10 4 13 1629 4
PUNT RETURNS NO YARDS AVG TR LG 0P Towl 3.5 34 1T « YN

i i

Setaasabicih 69 63 020 rgRCEPIIONS  NO YARDS AVG TD LG
Walier Taylor 9 8y 9% 0 18 -

Roger Harper 4 17 43 0 14
Robert Smilth k] 40 133 0 1B
T Iryan Cook 3 50 167 0 M
Tito Paul | B 80 1 .01

Chigo Nelson ;] 18 60 0 I8
Sieve Tovar i 1 170 01 |

Tim Waltan 2 o 5 0%
Jason Louls I 1 no 01l

Marlon Kemer 2 52 260 O 38
5L Torals i 88 1N
0P Tatals 9 W 82 0 22 Steva Tovar 1 B 11 F I L |

Waller Taylor I 51 510 0 8
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YARDS AVG TD LG Juson Louls | 0200 0 20
Iobert Smith 8 197 246 0 M peeqi Johnson I 0 w0 0 10
Butler By'note 1 191 213 0 4 o5y Torals 19 302 i59 0 59
Chris Sanders 3 - 851 170 0 I8 @ppToals 7 60 84 0 17
Roger Harper 2 0 2200 0N
Ceclric Saunders 2 16 B0 0 )1 SCOREDBY QUARTERS
Jooy Galloway 1 22 0N 0Mm 1 2 3 4 TOTAL AVG
05U Torals i 517 325 0 43 Opponent 24 51 47 M 158 132
OPP Totals 50 830 166 0 4y OhloSate 57 89 38 67 M 26

DEFENSE S0LO  AST  TOT TAC-LOSSES  QD-SACK I'RBU IFFC FR TDS niK
Steve Tavar 73 55 128 1141 321 A & . - EPPT
Heyan Cook AR 22 70 2-3 . 4 | 1 .
Greg Smith 5 1 (] T8 17 2 |
Chigo Malsan n k¥ 08 1= . ] 1 ‘
Roger Harper 31 9 (i1 20 . L] . I
Mark Williams 27 a 6 2.6 . | 3 | .
Tim Walton 34 20 54 I-3 . 4 | 2
Cralg Powell 1 1] a7 . . | 3 . .
Dan Wilkinson 16 0 Af 10583 50 | .
Jason Simmong W I4 A4 1462 540 1 .
Derick Fostar 18 20 18 G dudd L} |
lareneo Styles b b b X] he17 19 . . . .
Walter Taylor 18 1] R 1 . 3 I 1 . T
Marlgn Kemer 17 8 ki . 1 ] .
Randall Brown 14 ¥ 3 5.5:33 4,529 b | 1
Alex Rodriguez 13 [ 19 213 2-13 .
Hrent Johnson 7 7 14 . . 1 . . . .
Tiio Paul 12 1 13 . . « FTFPT
Tom Leasa - | 1 (] . . . . . . .
Jason Louls 5 1 0 1-14 : . . FT
Man Benhaus 4 2 4 . . . . . * .
Pele Beckman 3 ] ] (1]
Luke Fickell 0 3 3 . .
“Team" i 0 1 215 11101
Two Tolal Tackbes (1 solo, | assist): Jefl Cothran, Dave Mannat, Tim Palille
One Solo Tackle: Buller Dy'not's, Mait Cheisiopher, Mol Long, Mo McCoy, Bra [Mope, Rober Smith,

el Smith, Tir Williams (s one loaehdown suve) Tuekles fre loge by OX1 T804

Ome Asalst Tucklcs Jim Borchors, €, Kelly, Juel iesnel Sicka by OS1 M0.217
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Fans Concerned With State Of Program Have Legitimate Beef

Back In October, when veteran
sportscaster Jimmy Crum was calling
for John Cooper’s scalp following Ohio
State’s two straight losses, | disagreed
with Crum's timing. 1 think coaches
nood to be evaluated on their full sea-
son. After all, the Bucks could have
come back and won out, beating
Michigan and winning their bowl game.
That would have been an acceptable
season by virtually everyone's stan.
dards,

Well, the season’s over now and it's

time for evaluation, Of course, the
Buckeyes fell short of winning out.
It would have all been so much

ensier if Ohio State had defeated
Georgin in the Citrus Bowl, The tie with
Michignn, while a solid performance by
the Bucks, was really a swing game. If
they had defeated the Bulldogs, fans
would be talking about how the Buck.
oyes closed with strong performances
against highly ranked Michigan and
Georgin, performances to go along with
their strong early season showing
against Syracuse,

With the loss to Georgin, however,
instead of remembering the fine per-
formance ngainst the Wolverines, many
are loft recalling that the Bucks under
Cooper have yet to boat Michigan or
win a bowl gamao,

And 1 think those fans concorned
with the state of the Buckeye program
have a legitimate beef. You have to be-
gin to wonder, after five years under
Cooper, if the team has reached the
level they are going to reach with him
at the helm. The records are atarting to
soem so similar — 84, T-4-1, 84 and 8-
31, following an 4.6.1 campaign in
Cooper's first year. It's taken the Buck-
oyes five yoars to get back to within a
half-gama of the 9-3 leve] that used to
be unaccoptable at Ohjo State.

I know the Buckeyes have improved.
I think anyone who has watched them

has to concede that, Unfortunately, foot-
ball teamas are not measured in terms of
improvement. They're measured in
terms of wins and loases. And somehow,
the Bucks keep falling slightly short on
that measuring stick, ot least by Ohio
State standards (or what used to be
Ohio State standards).

At some point, the head coach has to
he held accountable.

Let me make an analogy with anoth-
er sport. If a boxer dominates a fight for
11 rounds, 1 mean he just doos every-
thing right, but is knocked out in the
12th round, are people going to remem-
bor that he fought a groat fight? No.
They'll remember that he lost, That's
the reality of big-time sports,

And I'm a little fod up with this
“parity” excuse. The word parity ia for
losers. Parity hasn't bothered Michigan,
the team closest to Ohio State in the
Big Ten in terms of opportunity and tra-
dition and a team that has finished in
the national top 10 every year that
Cooper has been at OSU.

In that same time frame, lowa has
had a 10:1-1 season, [llinois has posted
a 10-2 campaign, and Michigan State
has equaled OSU's best of 8.3-1, finish-
ing nhoad of the Buckeyes in the confer-
ence three of five years. Additionally,
incoming Penn State has an 11-2 season
to ita eredit, It's not unreasonnble for
Buckeye fana to expect a nine, 10 or 11-
win season at some point.

As | seem to say at this time every
yoar, Cooper can make all of these dis-
cussions go away. All he has to do is
lead the Buckeyos to n big season next
year. Six years is more than enough
time for a coach to show his stufl. If the
Bucks are in that eight-win range
agnin, throw me in with Jimmy Crum.

BSB LETTER writer Charles Toft of
Columbus makes an interesting point in
this issue, noting that traditional
powers OSU and USC have gone dif-

ferent routes, with the Buckeyes rotain.
ing Cooper and the Trojans forcing
Larry Smith out. Tolt wonders which
team will return to the Rose Bow] firat.

For the record, Southern Cal last ap-
peared in the Rose Bowl following the
1089 season, while the Buckeyes last
traveled to Pasadena following the 1984
campaign.

I FEEL bad for JelT Cothran. The
08U fullback will probably be most re-
mombered for helping cause the fumble
that contributed to the OSU loss to
Georgin,

That's too bad because | believe,
after Kirk Herbstreit, Cothran was the
moat valuable player on the offense, if
not the team,

GOOD RIDDANCE to Hobert
Smith. I know Robert is n super talent,
but I don't believe he's the type of
player who you build championship
teams around, His mouth and his ego
are too big and too much of a distrac-
tion,

Time and time again, Smith seemed
to act like he was bigger than the Ohio
State football program. Two times now,
he's quit on his teammates, the second
departure seeming to contradict the
reasons for his first departure. I don't
think Robert is noarly ns smart and
worldly-wise as he and certain reporters
seem to think he is. Maybe the NFL will
teach him n little humility.

WITH FOOTBALL out of the way,
perhaps basketball can finally take the
spotlight it desorves.

The Buckeyes have performed about
as you would expect a young but
talented toam to perform. The ambush
at Woat Virginia or the loss to powerful
North Carolina were not entirely un.
oxpectod. Nor was it that surprising
that the Buckeyes came back from
Oregon with a tourney title,

And o sluggish performance by the
Bucks against lowly Penn State fol-

KING OF BEERS,

'

Budweiser WANTS YOU TO

* Tickets to an Ohlo State basketball game.

* A chance to call the Budweiser Play-by-Play in a simulated
broadcast with local play-by-play specialist Randy Rhinehart,

* Audio cassette of your play-by-play performance.

* A framed photo of your performance.

We'll select two winners for each Ohio State home basketball
game. Enter today! Fill out the entry form and send it to Budweiser
Fantasy Play-by-Play, P.O. Box 796, Dublin, Ohio 43017, You must
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PO, Box 796 » Dublin, OH » 43017

State Zip
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lowed by a huge upset of lown may be
the type of inconsistent performance
Buckeye fans should prepare for while
this team jells.

The big surprises for me this season
have probably been Tom Brandewie and
Derek Anderson, True, Brandewie has
fallen from the starting linoup, but even
off the banch, his play has boen maore
than I expected. I'm sure Randy Ayers
wias glad to have the senior's nine
rebounds ngainst Oregon State or his
six rebounds and physical play with
Acie Earl in the upset of lowa.

Anderson, a lnte signee, seomad to be
lost among all those *Mr. Basketballs®
when he arrived with the other fresh.
men. But even with an injured hand,
the Louisville native seemed to be the
first of the freshmen to gain Ayers' con-
fidence,

Another freshman, Greg Simpson,
was a bit of an early disappointment,
but, with a 23.point poerformance
ngninst the Hawkeyes, he seems to be
coming on strong. Ayers admitted be-
fore Simpson arrived that the guard
from Lima would have to curtail the
free-wheeling shoating style he waas al-
lowed in high school. I think, at first,
Simpson was tentative with his shot,
but as he understands more and more
when he should be sheoting, he should
only get botter.

My biggest disappointments have
probably been Charles Macon and
Jimmy Rathifl. Maybe my expectations
for Macon were a little high as he came
to O8U with the Indiana "Mr. Basket-
ball® award and that great nickname of
“Killer.” I think Mnacon was hurt by the
shorter preseason practice and should
contribute more as the season prog-
TesBOS,

Ratliff was the surprise of the compae-
titive Worthington Summer League and
wwople weore expecting blg things from
;ﬂrn this season, He enrned a starting
spot but has since lost it and seems to
be moving farther down the bench. If
Ratliff gets his confidence back, ho may
be henrd from yot this season.

I'T'S NOT too late to take ndvantage
of our two-for-one gift offer. If you still
owe two people gifts or just want to
share the excitement of Buckeye sports
with friends, send $40 for two subscrip-
tions to BSB, P.O. Box 12453, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43212. MasterCard, Visa and
Discover Card orders are accepted 24
hours a day. Phone (614) 486-2202.

Please, no renewanls or multiyear
subscriptions at this rate.

Also, for the latest in recruiting and
all the other Buckeye nows, call the
BSH Hotline, updated daily at noon
Eastorn time, ot 1.900.806.0666. The
charge is $2 for the first minute and $1
for ench additional minute.

Please note that this is the first 1993
insue of Bucheye Sports Bulletin. We
will be on the weekly schedule for 10
strafght fasues and then publish every
other week for four issues, before going
monthly in June, July and August. 858
ia published 30 times a year.

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY TO BSB




