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Lengthy NCAA Probe Results In Probatwn For Buckeyes

Hy MARK REA

Huckeyo Sports Bullotin Editor

Following an exhaustive 18-month
process in which virtually every dark al-
ley was explored, the NCAA placed the
Ohio State athletie program on proba.
ton for ene year stemming from viola-
tions made during the recruitment of
Cincinnati high school basketball player
Damon Flint.

In nddition to the one-year probation,
the NCAA publicly ndmonished the uni-
varsity for failures in both rules aware-
noss and complinnee to these rules, In
addition, it singled out hend coach
Randy Ayers for not recognizing oand
reporting the violations when they oc-
curred

“You are not dealing with a now
coach,” said David Swank, a professor of
law ot Oklahome and chairman of the
NCAAs Committes on Infractions. “You
nre denling with an experienced conch
who should have known those rules be-
cause he had been recruiting for n num.
bar of yeara.”

Swank wae alluding to the now in.
famous meeting at Damon's restaurant
between former OSU anssistant coach
Paul Brozenu, Cincinnoti Woodward
hend conch Jim Leon and Flint,

Thoe meoting occurred during Flint's
junior yoar at the off-<campus reataurant
during o time when NCAA rules specily
there enn be no contact outside the
boundaries of the university campus.

In additien, after the meoting
Brozeau gove $60 to Leon to pay for the
menl and tronaportation and also gave
him seme nylen gym bags and coonches
notebooks. Those, also, are NCAA viola-
Rongs.

While Ayers met briefly with the
poarty at Damon'’s, he did not participate
in the money exchange. During a news
conference to respond to the NCAA's
sanctions, he explained that he believed
the restaurant to be part of the campus
aren, therefore within NCAA guidelines
for contact with prospective recruits
during an unoflicial viait,

“I just folt, at the time, that we weore
within a eampus aren and were not in
violation of any NCAA rules,” Ayers
said. “T just folt with the number of ne-
tivities that we have at Damen’s, and it
being o campus-area restaurant, I felt it
waos OK to eat there.”

The fact that Ayers did not realize
that Domon's was an off-eampus site
and not available within NCAA rules to
conches to  entortain proapective
recruits during unofficial vigits pointed
up the NCAA's elnim that there was n
lack of institutional control of the men's
basketball progrom when it came to
rules complinnee,

i
FACING THE MUSIC — Ohio State athletic y
Ayers answer questions from reporters regarding the NCAA's penalties against the Buckeyes,
Among the sanctions announced, OSU will be placed on probation for one year, Ayers cannot
recruit off-campus until next spring and the team loses one scholarship for the 1994-05 season,

Swank's comments about Ayers
being n veteran conch — a alx-year nn-
sistant under Eldon Miller and Gary
Williams before becoming head coach in
1989 — touched off an exchange be-
tween the coach and reportera during
the nows conference, reportors finding it
extremely difficult to believe Flint waa
the only proapect ever entertained at
Daman's on an unofficial visit.

But Ayers ateadlastly maintained no
other player had been taken to the
restaurant during his time as an ns-
sistant or head conch.

Still, reporters peraistaed.

“Even though you never had a
monitoring system in place to mark
down when and where you teok people,”
nsked Bruce Hooloy of the Cleveland
Plain Dealer, "you are 100 percent
certain you never took a kid to Damon's
for anything other than an official
vimit?"

“Yea," Ayera replied. “We tock
sovornl kids there while they were on
official vimits, but never unofficially.”

Later, the hend conch said that there
were monitoring programs implemeonted
by both former OSU athletic director
Jim Jones and his formoer complinnce
director, Dick Finn,

“I think thoss programs ware fol-
lowed. I don't think they were followed
to the T," Ayers said. “Again, it wans n
mintake we made and we were wrong in
that, I think maybe the word
‘complinnee’ has become a bigger issue
with athletic programs in the last four
or five yonrs. Cortainly, we had some
programs implemented. It was our mis-
take, and being the head basketball
conch, I nssume total responsibility for
the mistakes that we mado.”

When all was said and done, the
NCAA chose to adopt most of the
penalties that Ohio State had sug-
gosted.

eiger and basketball conch Randy

Those include the one-year proba-
tion, loss of one scholarship for the
1994-86 season, barring Ayers from off-
campus recruiting during the upcoming
July and September evaluation periods,
froezing Ayors' salary at $110,000 for
the 1994-95 ncademic year and a more
stringent program for recognizing,
knowing and adhering to NCAA legiala-
tion and rules.

In the end, Ohio State got off rather
onsy. Dospite the probation, the Buck-
oyen will bo allowed to appenr on televi-
gion at any time and remain eligible for
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BSB Now On Monthly Schedule

Buclkeye Sports Bulletin is currently on ité summer publish-
ing schedule of one issue each in June, July and August,

Since the OSU foothall senson beging early this fall with the
Pigskin Classic, BSH's August issue will gserve as this year's
Football Preview and is scheduled to be published and mailed

BSE will publish an issue on Sept, 1 with a review of the
Pigskin Classic, then return to its regular weekly publishing
schedulelater in Septemberfollowing the game at Washington.
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the NCAA Tournament,

Swank also indicated that his com-
mittee had nccopted recommendations
from the University of Hartford, which
has disciplined Brazeau for his part in
the Ohio State case.

Hartford has placed Brazeau on o
one-yoar university probation and hoas
barred him from off-campus recruiting
for 18 days during the 26-day July
evaluation period and for eight more
days during the 18-day contact period in
September,

Under new legislation, the NCAA
could have imposed {ta own sanctions on
Brazeau. The rule was put in place to
pravent coaches from committing viela-
tions ot one school, then moving to an-
other without having to answer to the
previous charges.

Brazeau has remained tight-lipped
about the caso throughout the 18
months, but when contacted by BSH in
Hartford regarding his part, he said,
*Obviounly, | regret it. I have s od
through this year and suffered a lot of
ombarrassment. Mistakes were made. [
just hope we can move forward and be
better people for it.”

The fact that money had changed
hands and that improper contact was
made with Flint by Brazenu, along with
then-volunteer namjatant coach Tom
SBouder, was not the only problem the
NCAA had with Ohio State. The fact
that the university waited more than a
year to report the violations was at the
heart of the inveatigation,

“Had that violation been reported at
the time, it would have been only a
secondary violation,” Swank said,
“When there were additional contacts
(during Flint's junior year) and extra
contacts his senior year, it became a sig-
nificant violation.*

Other rules violations, including

Ayoers expressing his condolences to
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W Public reprimand and censure.

M One year of probation beginning June 4, 1994,

B During this period of probation, Ohlo State shall: (a) develop and
implement a comprehensive educational program on NCAA legislation to
instruct coaches, the faculty athletics representative, athletic department per-
sonnel and all university staff members with responsibility for the certification
of student-athletes for admission, retention or competition; (b) submit a
preliminary report to the administrator for the Committee on Infractions by
Sept. 1, 1994, setting forth a schedule for establishing this compliance and
educational program; and () file a final report by Aug. 1, 1995, with the
committee’s administrator indicating the progress made during the probation-
ary period. Particular emphasis should be placed on education and compliance
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regulations.

end of the 1994-95 academic year.

W OSU will issue a written
coach Russ Rogers to take steps

Flint on the death of his mother and
lntor talking with Flint's grandmother,
were seen as potty by many following
the cane.

But Swank stressed that no sanc-
tions would likely have been forthcom-
ing had they not been stacked on top of
others,
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with NCAA legislation involving recruitment of student-athletes,

B During the 1994-95 academic year, the number of scholarships permitted
in men's basketball will be reduced from 13 to 12,

M The number of coaches permitted to recruit off-campus at any one time
will be reduced from three to two during the July 5-31, 1994, evaluation period
and from two to one during the Sept. 9-26, 1994, contact perlod. In both cases,
head coach Randy Ayers shall be the coach who shall not recruit off-campus.

B Recertification from OSU president Gordon Gee that all of Ohlo State’s
current athletics policies and practices conform to all requirements of NCAA

W O5U will issue a written reprimand to Ayers and freeze his salary at its
current level for the 1994-95 academic year,

B Each member of the men’s basketball coaching staff will be required to
attend at least one NCAA legislative and rules interpretation seminar by the

W O5U will reprimand and admonish former women’s track coach Mamie
Rallins and has reassigned her to primarily administrative duties.

rimand to and admonish head men’s track

t violations do not recur within his program.

*Taken individually, many of them
are not terribly serious violations,” he
msaid, “But to have a seriea df violationa,
all surrounding one student-athlete,
makaen it a serious, major violation,”

Swank, OSU vice president of affairs
David Willlams II and OSU athletic
director Andy Geiger all agreed that the
punishment fit the university's crime,
All further ngroed that the penaltion
were severoe enough to make Ohio State
eautious about future recruiting prac-
tices.

But Swank was also quick to paint
out that the NCAA's sanctions would
not cripple the OSU basketball pro-
gram.

*And that is never our intent,” he
snid, “Rules were broken, violations oc-
curred and penaltios must be invoked,
However, 1 moe no reason why Ohio
State cannot rebound from this and
rebound from it quickly. I don't believe
it should have n great deal of effect on
their program.”

While Ayers waa gotting — and ne-
copting — much of the blame for the
violations that led to the protracted in-
vestigation and subsequent sanctions,
the NCAA report made no mention of
either Jones or Finn,

Reports have been persistent that
both men were forced to take early
rotiroment from their longtime posi-
tions dua to the NCAA rules violations.

Swank said he had no knowledge of
the early retirements, “So I think it
would be obvious that did not enter into
our deliborations.” Later, Willinma con-
curred.

*The NCAA committee talked nbout
institutional control and I think we all
have to take responsibility for that," he
said, “If they had meant nnother group
of people, they would have said that,

“A lot of people find it hard to be-
lieve, but the fact that Jim and Dick
took early retirement when they did
was just a coincidence, If you wore
priviloged to know the numbers that
waore offered in Dick's situation and in
Jim's situation . quite honestly, I
that was available to me, I'd take it,
too.”

Undar terms of the early retirement
pac! offered by the university, Jones
will draw approximately $88,400 an-
nually for the remainder of his life, or
about 80 percent of his $108,000 salary.
Finn ia eligible to receive between 83
and 86 percent of his $45,000 salary,

Those numbers notwithstanding,
roports have continued to circulate that
Ohio State had to somehow get rid of
bath men to prevent the NCAA from in-
voking harsher penaltios, But both have
rejected that notion and Jones did so
lfl.lrl in the wake of the announcement
of pennlties.

*No matter what is sald, people are
going to have their own perception,” he
said, "I know that I was not forced to
retire, It was something I did of my own
free will. I voluntarily took the buyout.
No more, no less.”

In addition to the penalties imposed
on the men's basketball program, the
NCAA also announced that Ohio State
had taken action in response to n palr of

minor violations within the track pro.

gram.

In the spring of 1991, n volunteer
track conch provided individual instrue-
tion to then-freshman sprinter Chrie
Nelloms. Since Nelloms was a Proposi-
tion 48 student at the time, that waa
not permissible under NCAA guide-
lines.

Then, in 1992, former hend women's
conch Mamie Rallins drove a track team
member back home from the NCAA
championshipsa in Indisnapolis. Since
the tenm member wan not competing in
the moet, that is a violation of NCAA
rules,

Hend men's coach Russ Rogers was
reprimanded for the 1891 incident,
while Ralline was removed from her
head coaching position by Ohio State
and assigned to primarily administra-
tive duties.

The case marks the second time the
08U athletic program has been on
NCAA probation, but the first in nearly
40 yoars,

The football and men's basketball
programs were put on probation and
barred from postaeason appearances for
nine months in 19566, Football coach

'oody Hayes admitted he had made
small loans to some of his players, n
violation of NCAA rules, and a sub-
sequent investigation found 30 athlotes
had been puid for no-work summer joba.
The athletes were ordered to perform
work to earn the monoy,

The only other time Ohio State has
run afoul of NCAA regulations was in
1978 when the football program was
publicly reprimanded for providing im-
proper transportation and entertain.
ment to a recruit.

CALL THE
BSB HOTLINE
1-900-896-0666
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The NCAA investigation is finally
over and the sanctions against Ohlo
State have been announced, Still, there
are a lot of questions regarding the
ramifiecations of the penalties invoked
by the NCAA.

Many of those questions remnin
without definitive anawera, but wa'll try
to supply answera to the things we
know and at least speculate on some of
the things we don't.

Q. Ohlo State {s now on probation.
That's an ugly term, but exactly what
doon it mean?

A. No university wants to be on
NCAA probation, Ohic State’s entire
athletic program must keep its nose
cloan for a one-year period. For a de-
partment that has beon mostly clean for
the past 100 years, that shouldn't be too
difficult.

Q. There was something mentioned
about the NCAA's “Repeat Offender
Rule.” What is that and {s Ohio State
involved in it?

A. That is a more polite term for the
“Death Penalty.” From June 4, 1994,
the men's basketball program must
remain within all NCAA guidelines for
a period of five years. If it repeats viola-
tions or commita others, it could be
looking at the death penalty, which
meana the NCAA could shut down the
rogram for m certain length of time.
E‘hnt would be only In an extreme case,
though.

Q. So, really, what are the penalties
againat Ohio State?

A. In addition to the probation, the
men's basketball program loses one
scholurship for the 1804-06 season, and
head coach Randy Ayers cannot recruit
offtcampus during the upcoming July
evaluation nnd September contact peri-
oda. With the exception of some addi-
tionn]ll} porwork and n good faith effort
on OSU's part to pay attention to NCAA
regulations, that's it,

Q. Are those considered major
penalties?

A. Rogardless of the fact university
officinle say otherwise, those penalties
are not too severe. The fact that Ayers
cannot recruit off-campus is probably
the moat damaging. Normally, it ia the
head coach who goes into a player's
home and closes the denl for prospective
recruits. However, the Buckeyes al.
ready have two verbal commitmenta for
next season, and while they want to get
nt least two more, they probably won't
got any more commitments until the
spring signing period. Ayers will be
back on the road by then.

Q. What about the loss of & scholar-
ship?

A. Big deal, The loas of that scholar-
ship is for the upcoming semson. The
Buckeyes weren't going to give all their
granta for next year anyway. In fact,
they can still sign another player —
maybe some Jlfn who has fallen
through the cracks — and still be well
within the sanctions,

Q. So how would the penalties best
be describod?

A. Nothing more than a alap on the
wrist,

. Why did this take so long? Was
the NCAA trying to make an example of
Ohio State becauso of its high profile?

A. All indications are that the NCAA
proceeded as best it could, The length of
the case can be traced to the fact that
there were really two separate investi-
gations. The investigation on violations
rogarding Damon Flint, which were
roported in October of 1992, was com-

Editor’s

Notebook
with Mark Rea

ploted Inter that year. But when addi-

tional violations were reported in early
1998, the NCAA reopened the case and
didn’t complete that investigation until
laat December, Then, it was a matter of
gotting the parties together, waiting for
the Commitiee on Infractions to con-
vene and so forth, All of that took an ad-
ditional six montha.

Q. What were the additional viola-
tona?

A. No one seems willing to say, How-
over, the ramors we hn"ilu.ﬂl include
enticements to prospective and current
ployers. Those enticements included
overything from free shoes to vehicles
for players and players' parents to jobs
for players' parenta to bankrolla of cash.
Grievous NCAA violations all, but un-
founded.

Q. Where did the NCAA get such a
notion?

A. This case's “Deop Throat,” who
has been referred to repeatodly as “The
Anonymous Source.” It remains uncloar
whether the source for the Flint viola-
tions wos the same as the one who
reported the additional violations,

Q. The Damon's meal and the ex-
change of money and gym bags botween
former OSU asaistant coach Paul
Br and Cincinnati Woodward
head conch Jim Leon was really at the
heart of the NCAA investigation. Who
told the NCAA this exchange occurred?

A. Agnin, no one is saying. Leon has
claimed that not only does he know who
turned O8U in, but Cincinnati head
conch Bob Huggins knows and Ayers
knows ns well. Ayers swears he doesn't.
However, we can do a quick process of
olimination. We know with reasonable
cortainly  that neither Ayers nor
Brazenu told the NCAA. That really
leaves only Leon, Huggina or Flint, The
caso can be made that Leon told Hug-
gins about the exchange and Huggine
turned OSU in. Or, another aible
sconario traces back to Flint himself.
There were rumors that he had
reconaidered slgning with the Buckeyes
and wanted to play at UC, The ex-
change of monoy gave him a perfect aut,

Q. Who is the biggest loser in this
18.month nightmare?

Page 3

Probably Ayers. Just three years

nmov-d from being national coach af

ar, he has been chastised publicly

:{ the NCAA, officially reprimanded by

s university and is certainly under

scrutiny to make sure he rune a clean

Unfortunately, his program

ﬁm- to be floundering and there

is a lot of work ahead to return it to
prominence,

Q. How was recruiting affected by
the inveatigntion and how will it be af-
fectod by probation?

A. Tho fear of the unknown crippled
Ohio State's recruiting efforts for most
of the past two yeara. While the Buck.
oyos wore still in on several big-name
recruita, none of them would commit to
08U while major sanctions were a pos-
sibility. It's n safe bet that had none of
this occurred, Ohio State would not only
have Flint, but ly
Walker and Jorod Ward as well. Now
that the sanctions are known and every.
one knows the Buckeyos are not barred
from ap ng on talevislon or compe-
ting in the NCAA Tournament, recruit-
ing should get better.

Q. Many times whon a coach's pro-
gram is placed on NCAA probation, that
conch is fired. Why wasn't Ayers fired?

A. According to OSU athletic director
Andy Geigor, Ayers made a mistake,
something human belngs do eve
While it was a fairly substanti
take, it was not deemed to be a firing of-
fonse.

Q. Isn't what saved Ayers’ job is that
he has a long-term contract and Ohio
State would have had to pay him too
much money had he boen fire

A. No. The university could have
fired him and not had to pq; th
balance of his contract. Ayers
clause in his contract that would have
allowed OSU to terminate him for get-
ting his program on NCAA probation.
Geiger chose not to exercise that option
and Ayera remaina signed through the
1908-99 soason.

Q. No mention was made in the
NCAA's Committes on Infractions
report about former Ohjo State athletic
director Jim Jones, Yet, most reporte
have hinted that he was forced into ear-
ly retirement to help nppease the NCAA
and lessen the ponnr ion againat the
Buckeyes. Was he forced out or not?

A. Let's put it this way: In the mid-
dlo of the NCAA’s deliberations, Jones
took an early rotirement package just
days after it was offered. Then, the
sanctions against Ohio State are not
vory damaging. Coincidence?
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Ayers Receives, Acce
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Lion’s Share

Of Blame; Vows To Rebuild Program

Ry MARK REA
Buckeye Bports Dulletin Edllor

Sitting to the left of his two immedi-
ate bosses, Randy Ayers sat and faced
the music,

A fow hours before, Ayers had
listened in on u teloconference as NCAA
Committes on Infractions chalrman
Duvid Swank wsingled him out for vari-
ous recruiting violations that have
reaulted in Ohlo State being placed on
probation for one year.

Then, he joined OSU vice president
for student affuirs David Willimms IT,
who oversees the athletic de rtmnm
for university president Goi Gee,
and OSU athletic director Andy Guigor
for a news conference to respond to the
NCAA's findings.

In all, there were 17 violations com-
mitted, all of them during the recruit-
ment of Cincinnad Woodward star
Damon Flint. The most serious of the
violations occurred Oct. 30, 1991, when
former assistant coach Paul Brazeau
and velunteer conch Tom Souder enter-
tained Flint and Woodward head conch
Jim Leon at Damon's restaurant noar
campui,

Because Flint was only in his junior
yenr, and because Damon's was not on
the OSU eampus, the contact was im-
proper under NCAA guidelines, Then,
when Brazeau gave Leon money to pay
for the meal and transportation, along
with some small gifts with OSU logos
on them, the violations turned from
minor to major.

The fact that Ayers also attended the
meoting and that it went unreported for
more than a year was always the hoart
of the NCAA's investigation,

Ayera has maintained that he
thought with the number of university
functions held at Damon's, as well as at
the Parke University Hotel where the
restaurant is located, the aite was
permissible as far as the NCAA wns
concerned,

in retrospect, the cosch admite that
he was wrong and should have known
the rulen bettor,

“T accopt Professor SBwank’'s com-
ments and understand the reasons for
them,"” Ayers said. “Being the head bas.
ketball conch, it's my responsibility to
make sure that I am aware of what my
staff and players do. But rest nssured
that we'll stay on top of this.
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1 agree with the findings and the
ponnluu lovoled against us by the
NCAA. We made n mistake and we're
going to learn from it.”

o lessons will be painful ones for

pomna.lly In addition to havin
his pnr:gmm placed on probation, he wil

lo to recruit off~campus during
thl upcoming July and September
recruiting periods. In addition, he will
not receive the annual salary increase
written into his contract, having his
salary frozen at $110,000 for the next
yoar,

Also, his team loses one wcholarship
for next season, a year that is nlready
shaping up to be a rebuilding season
after lnst s 1315 finiah, Despito all
of that, though, Ayers remains upbeat
about the job that lies nhend.

T'm atill excited,” he said. *I'm con-
corned, but excited. The fight is still in
ma. 1 enjoy coming to work every day, |
know we've had some other concerns in
the program, but | think with the

nuclaus af young peoLa wa have coming
back, I think we can be very competitive
next year.”

The fact that Ayers will be back to
conch the Buckeyes for the 1004.95 sen-
son would have been in doubt had uni-
versity officials sought to invoke Para-
graph 11 of his contract.

In that paragraph, it states that the
university may terminate or suspend
Ayera without pay if he “knows or rea-
sonnbly lhuu]cr i‘:nvo known” that a
member of his stall was involved in n
deliberate and serious rules violation
and fails to report it to the director of
athloetics.

Willinma indicated that he believed
the violations committed wore not
grievous enough to warrant the univer-
sity invoking that contract clause,

Likewise, nthletic director Andy
Geiger anid deliberations by the univer-

ity rogarding Ayers’ status never in-
volved anything past freezing his salary
for one year,

“I think Randy hns admitted a mis-

take, but I think it's all right to move on
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Randy Ayers

from there,” Geiger said, *We all loarn
and grow {rom our mistakes and I have
confidence in that mspect of Randy
Ayers and overy aspect that [ have
heard about in terms of his reputation
or that I have experienced personally in
my aix wooks here,

“I boliove Randy is o man of integrity
and high moral standards and, as |
have said repeatedly since coming here,
I am really r poking forward to working
with Randy and his stafl.”

When Ayers appeared with former
athlotic director Jim Jones at a news
conforence in May of 1993 to announce
the rules violations, the coach admitted
that he had thought of possibly resign-
Iing. Rumors to that effect have cropped
up periodically since that time, but he
nays it has never cromsed his mind

n.

wn'{l did think about it initially, but I
like being the head coach hore and I'm
still excitod about it,” Ayers said. *I'm
looking forward to getting back to the
challenge of working with young people
nnd gotting this page turned and get-
ting it bohind us.”

Ayers' current contract runs through
the 1998-99 wenson, but there is hardly
anyone who belioves he can complote
the longth of that contract if his pro-
gram's fortunes do not pick up ap-
preciably from the last two seasons,

After a 70-23 record in his first three
yearas as hoad coach, a mark that in.
cluded back-to-back Big Ten champlon.
ships, Ayers has seen his team go only
28-29 over the past two sensons. Last
yonr had the program's worst record
since 1077,

The prospects for next season remain
dim, especially since Lawrence Funder.
burke has graduated and there hus
been no one recruited to take his place
The Buckeyen will be extremely thin at
the center and power forward positions,
with only Gerald BEaker and Antonio
Watson inside, and those are positions
at which OSU was outmanned by vir.
tually every opponent last year even
with Funderburke.

Novertheloess,
bright outlook.

“It's been a frustrating year for me, [
will say that,” he admitted. “But again,
I'm excited about the people we have
coming back and what we need to do to
be competitive next year,

“We have some exciting players,
some new ones coming in, and we're
anxious to learn from the past and build
for the future. We're going to get after it
right away in the preseason NIT and I
think "Wé'ré ' going to surprise some

ple this yoar, I really do.”

.!A\)’brl mainiaine o
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

Can Ayers Resurrect Program And His Image At The Same Time?

The wait is finally over. As has been
anticipated for some time, thae NCAA
gaveo the Ohio State banketball program
n slap on the wrist for violations
primarily involving the recruitment of
Damon Flint

The loas of o scholarship for the up-
coming year is fairly laughable because
Ohio State is having trouble finding
people to give the scholarships to
anyway. And some of the ntlnF of taking
Randy Ayers off the road for two
recruiting periods was alleviated when
the Bucks received two verbal commit-
ments for next yoar before the sanctions
were announced.

But even with the minor penaltios,
this whole affair was a lot more than a
slap on the wrist to the program and to
Ayers in particular

The lengthy investigation not only
coat the Buckeyes a player the caliber of
Flint, who quickly bolted to Cincinnati,
thus erasing one year's recruiting, but

also severely crippled this past year's
recruiting efforts. While I'm confident
Carlos Davis and Robert Shelton are
solid ball players, they're hardly the
“Fob Two" Besides, the Buckeyes
neaded more than just two players.

You can hardly blame a prep pros-
pect for shying nway from Ohio State
when the possibility that the Buckeyes
would be banned from television or
NCAA appearances existed, n possibil-
ity rival recruiters no doubt played up.

S0 you have a woeakened recruiting
clasa this year, n loat recruiting class
last year, and then you add to that the
defections of the supposedly great
recruiting class from the year before
that, Charles Macon is gone, Nate Wil.
bourne is gone and Derek Anderson,
perhaps the bost Elnyor in the group, is
o question mark after major Knee
Aurgery.

In the middle of this porsonnal
shortage sits Randy Ayers.
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Just two years ago, it seemod like he
hnd stockpiled enough goodwill to last
him well into the 21st contury. But the
prolonged investigation, two subpar
sonsons and a series of embarrassing in-
cidents invelving his players have left
him on the ropes. Now he is forced to
try to rebuild the program and rebuild
his reputation with this severely
diminished firepower. It certainly won't
bo nn enay task.

It will most likely take time. The
question would seem to be how much
time will the fans and the new athletic
administration give him? If the off-the-
court distractions don't stop, my guess
in they won't give Ayers very long.

FORMER BUCKEYE great Chris
Spielman has often said that he would
like to be head coach of the Ohio State
football team after his NFL playing
days are over, If that doosn't work out,
perhaps the intense linebacker has a fu.
ture in professional wrestling,

According to Pro Wrestling Torch,
Splelman was in the corner of Bret *The
Hit Man® Hart for a match with Owen
Hart at o recont World Wrestling Fed.
eration show at the Palace in Auburn
Hills, Mich,

While fow dotails were given, it was
said to be a threestar mateh, topped
only by the Razor Ramon vs. Diesel
match, which earned 3% stars from the
Torch correspondent.

Perhaps one of our readers was in at-
tendance and ean give us some details
of Spielman’s invelvement in the mateh.
I know wrestling is supposed to be fake,
but somehow it's hard for me to visual-
izo Spielman faking contact. I hope he
didn't hurt anybody.

AN ITEM in USA Twday caused me
to raise an oysbrow. The popular news-
papor lists celobrity birthdays each day
and it was noted that NFL quarterback
John Elway turned 34 on June 28,

1 must be having a lot of fun because
time sure soems to have flown since the
former Stanford great made his mark
on OSU football history by comploting
an 18-yard touchdown pass to Emile
Harry with 34 seconds rornnining to
defeat the Buckeyes 23-20 back in 1982.

As you may remember, that was a

game the Buckeyes appeared to have
wrapped up. OSU linobackor Rowland
Tatum had intercepted one of Elway's
few mistakes of that afterncen to give
the Bueks, leading 20-16, the ball on the
Cardinal 26 with just 2:28 to play. But
on second down from the 27, OSU'
Mike Tomezak tried to find Gary Wil
linms in the end zone. Charles Hutch.
ings came up with the interception with
1:38 on the clock and Elway marched
Stanford 80 yards to the victory.

It would be the first of many times
that Elway, now with the Denver
Broncos, would defeat o team from Ohio
in dramatic fashion. If you don't believe
me, just ask fans of the Cleveland
Browns.

For the game against the Buckeyes,
Elwny com;ﬁotm] 35 of 63 passes for 407
yards and two touchdowns. He also
throw three interceptions in the game
that would mark the first of three
straight losses in Ohio Stadium for the
Buckeyes, who would then rebound to
win their final seven.

The game allowed Elway and the
Cardinnl to gain revenge for a 24-19
losa the Buckeyes had inflicted on them
in Palo Alto the year before. That game
foatured a much ballyhooed match-up
at quarterback between Elway nnd
Ohio State's Art Schlichter, Elway was
28 of 42 for 248 yards with two touch-
downs and no interceptions. Schlichter,
limping noticeably on a gimpy ankle,
was 16 of 32 for 240 yards. Ho threw
two touchdown pnsses (both to Brad
Dwelle) and was not interceptod,

After the game, Schlichter was told
that a pro scout had said that if the two
quarterbacks were on the same team,
Schlichter would be a substitute.

*Wea're not on the same team,” the
OSU senior repliod.

Your publisher was a lot leas windy
back in 1981, This column featured the
following brief note after the game:

“Who's better, John Elway or Art
Schlichtar?

*There’s no question in my mind that
Elway has the stronger arm. I've never
seon a stronger arm. But the bottom
line is winning, and Art did the things
necessary for the victory.”
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