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Buckeyes Close
In On Top-Flight
Recruiting Class

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Duckeye Hports Bullotin Editor

It s strange to say it, but with almost a month
remaining until the Feb. 7 national signing day, Ohio
State's 1096 football recruiting push coulg be nearly
complete,

The Buckeyes have commitments from 23 players
alrendy (see table), and could up that total after wel-
coming five players in for official visits over the
weokend of Jan, 5.

It was widely reported that one of thome players,
running back Michaol Wiley of Spring Valley (Calif.)
Monte Vista, had issued a verbal commitment to Ohio
State. Just before press time, BSB renched Wiley's
mother, Felicia, at their home in the San Diego sub-
urb,

“He told me he loves the school,” she said, “He told
me he had committed to Ohio State, and I said, “Thank
God it's over. "

Due to o winter storm in Columbus, Wiley's flight
home wns delayed and, as soon as he landed, he
rushed off to play in n high school basketball game. He
was unavailable for comment,

The other players who visited OSBU over the
weokend of Jan, b included Garland, Toxas, tight end
Mike Gandy; Orange Park, Fla,, strong ml!'nly Robert
Pollard; Humble, Texas, wide receiver David Boston;
and Miami Senior running back Sedrick Irvin,

Datails from their visits and more insight on Wiley
are featured in “Recruiting Outlook”™ on pages 20-22.
As of press time, no players were scheduled to make
official visita over the weekend of Jan. 12 and, with
scholarship spots tight, OSU may welcome only a

handful of players the rest of the way.

“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More”
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Pluyer Pos gt Wyt High School

Joe Brown oL 67 2%  Tuoson (Are) Camlins Foothille
Mike Burden 88 62 210 Palutine, 1L

Muark COarola Qn 6 210 Modesto (Cal) Junior College
el Oflbert oL 65 200 Lancsster, Ohlo

Mike Churr ™ 67 2%  Hamilon, Ohle

Kevin Howser TH/DE 64 240 Westlake, Ohlo

Drent Johason b o4 2%  Klogsion (Ont) Holy Crom
Kevin Johnson 8113 67 245 Washington (D.C) Dunbar
Andy Kazenmoyer LI G4 240 Westerville (Ohio) South
Tofforson Kelley  OL 66 308 Cloelnnstl Colersin

Parls Long OWDE 65 305 Columbus Descheroft

Kurt Murphy (4 G4 275 Columbus DeSiales

Marous Parex b 64 250  Meding Ohlo

Vanness Provin WR 6 180 Fork Unlon (Va) Milivry Aosd,

Clarrett Slion WIV/DD 541 175 San Jowe (Calif) Bellwrmine Prep
Frle Smith or 66 310 Columbus Walnut Ridge
Rolland Steele bl S11 160 Dublin (Ohklo) Selot

Dwn Sl K (3 185 Orrville, Ohlo

Tyson Walter Ol (3] 200 Chsgrin Palle (Ohlo) Kenston

Darlk Warnke Wi ol 190
Clinton Wayne DEAD 64 240
Jorry Wostbrooks  RB/OLS 6.3 210
Michael Wiley n 60 150

Cuy, Falls (Ohlo) Walsh Jesult
Wrampton (Out.) Centennial
Hoes Raton (Fla) P.J, Peul 1T
Spring Vallay (Cal) Mouts Visia

Since the December issue of BSH was published,
Ohjo State received five other verbal commitments.
Those players included Palatine, 111, safoty Mike Bur-
den; Modesto (Calif.) JUCO quarterback Mark Garcin;
Kingston (Ontarie) Holy Cross defensive end Brent
Johnson; Washington (D.C.) Dunbar defensive end
Kovin Johnson and Columbus Walnut Ridge offensive
lineman Erie Smith. For more on these commitmeonts,
soo pagos 18-19,

Burden joins Westerville (Ohio) South linebacker
Andy Katzenmoyor ns USA Today first-tonm All-USA
solections in this OSU recruiting class. Katzenmoyer,
in fact, was named as USA Today's national defensive
player of the year,

Garein gives Ohio State another option in replacing
outgoing starting quarterback Bobby Hoying. Garcia,
who threw for over 3,000 yards for Modesto this past
sonson, has alrendy enrolled at OSU and will compete
for the starting job alongside juniors-to-be Stanley
Jackson and Tom Hoying and sophomore-to-be Joe
Germaine,

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buokeye Bports Bulletin Editor

Another bowl trip to Florida, An-
other deflating defeat.
As in bocoming almost the annual
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Young Heads
To Oklahoma

Cooper Has Key Post To Fill

By JEFF RAPP
Buokaye Sports Bullotin Btaff Writer

Life goes on and the wheel of coaches just keeps on
turning.

The Ohio State football team, which boasted one of
its most nccomplished staffs in school history this past
sonson, now neoeds a new defensive coordinator.

Bill Young, who held that anition since coming
over from Arizona State with John Cooper in 1088,
confirmed he is leaving to take the same job at Okla-
homa.,

Young will work under newly hired John Blake, the
youngest Division 1-A head conch at 34 and one of just
wix African-Americans at the helm of a major program,
He'll also work with some old friends including newly
hired assistant Joe Dickinson, who in turn recom-
mended Young to Blake,

Young recently ventured to Norman, Okla,, to meet
with Blake, who left the Dallus Lowbuyn staff to fill
the void left by the resignation of Howard Schnellen-
berger, and agonized over the decision for n week.

“It wasn't an interview as much as it was a chance
to come look around and see if everything was a good
fit,” Young told BSB, “It was, even though Oklahoma
has had some tough li:nuﬂ lately, and now hopefully
we'll build it back up.”

Jooper and athletic director Andy Geiger have
made strides to increase the salaries of OSU as.
slatants and have said they hope to never lose n coach
to n lateral move. But Young and his wife, Lawana,
are natives of the area and felt the opportunity was
spocial,

Continued On Page 42

' Fumbles, Miscues Keep Buckeyes
From Citrus Win, Top-Flve Finish

first half, Ohio State failed to punch
the ball into the end zone or even get
n first down on fourth-and-inches at
the Vols' 2. 08U sent Helsman
Trophy winner Eddie George into the
middle of the line on an isolation
play, but a surge of Tennessee de-

DUDLEY SCORES — OSU nght end
Rickey Dudley scores on a 32-yard
pass play, but Tennessee won the
CompUSA Florida Citrus Bowl 20-14,

modus operandi for Ohio State, the
Buckeyen foll just short in the Com-

USA Florida Citrus Bowl, losing to
q‘nnnonum 20-14 on Jan, 1 in Or-
lando.

The loss ended OSU's season at
11:2 and dropped the Buckeyes,
among the front-runners in the polls
all senson after winning their first 11
gamen, to sixth in the final Associa-
tod Pross rankings.

“I told my players that even
though we didn’t win today, I'm still
proud of them,” said OSU conch John
Coopor, “I thought we had a good
yoar., We finished up 11-2, We got
beat by n good football team, and

give Tennessoo crodit.”

This latest OSU bowl loss would
bo loss distressing if not for the fact
it was almost wholly self inflicted.
The Buckeyes literally shot them-
solves in the foot from the opening
moments on, although a torrential
downpour made holding onto the ball
difficult for both teams, Witness:

e Holding a 7-0 lead late in the

fendors shoved him back for a 2.yard
loss,

® Then, O8U failed to run out the
closing minute of the first half and
punted to Tennessee with 41 seconds
left. Two plays later, Vols tailback
Juy Graham ripped off a 69-yard
touchdown run to tie the game at 7.7
at halftime.

e O8SU held Tennesses on ita first
possession of the second half, but
then roughed the punter. That gave
the Vols new life, and quarterback

Continued On Page 6
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OSU Unable To Convert Chances At Citrus

Continued From Page 1
Peyton Manning went for the jugular,
pansing 47 yards to Joey Kent for the
go-nheand score

e The Buckeyes failod miserably on
their final four possessions of the game.
08U fumbled three times in the fourth
quarter — including one each by George
and steady quarterback Bobby Hoying,
on a botched option play — all thwart-
ing serious scoring opportunities that
could have turned the tide of the game,
Hoying also threw a desperation fourth
down pass to right guard LeShun
Daniels, creating a penalty that turned
the ball over to the Vols on downas.

All of the mental and physical mis-
cuen added up to another tough defeat
for the Buckeyes, who at one point this
your wore considered as national title
contenders.

Inatead, the game becomes the lntest
footnote to Ohio State’s bowl woes: The
tonm is now 1-6 in bowl games under
Cooper. OSU has also lost five straight
bow! gamoes to SEC teams, including
three of the last four Citrus Bowls,

And it is Tennessee (11-1) that
moved up a spot from fourth to third in
the final AP poll.

“Everyone in the Big Ten’s ultimate
goal is to get to the Rose Bowl,” Hoying
said afterward, “We didn't do that, We
onded up down here. We didn't beat
Tonnesseo, so you can realize how dis-
appointed we are right now.”

The game was played in a steady
downpour after rainstorms pelted Or.
lando overnight, The playing field,
while slick, was in fine condition, how
ever,

Still, what was billed as a high-
secoring shootout between two of the na
tion’s most potent offenses turned into a
atrong-willed battle of field position,
punts and turnovers

Ohio State got on the scorebomrd

first, in fact, as a direct rosult of n
blocked punt by Central McClellion late
in the first quarter, McClellion burst
through from the left side and blocked
Larry Binion's punt. The ball rolled
dend at the Vols' 23.yard line with 3:00
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BLOCKED — OSU special teams star Central McClellion (20) blocks this first-quarter punt by
Tennessee's Larry Binion as tenmmates Antoine Winfield (11) and Steve Baird (9) look on, The
play helped set up OSU’s first touchdown, a 2-yard run by Eddie George, in the Citrus Bowl,

loft in the first quarter,

After the block, OSU put the ball
safoly in George's hands, He took a
handoff right on first down, carrying for
17 yards to the 6, A face mask penalty
gave OSU a first-and-gonl at the 3.
After gaining 1 yard on first down,
Goorge followed fullback Nicky Sualua’s
block and dove past a trio of Tennessee
tacklers into the end zone for the 2-yard
TD and a 7-0 OSU lead with 2:07 left in
the first quarter.

The Ohio State defense was seeming

By Champion
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ly gotting the job done, making Tennes-
soo punt on its first four possessions
and causing a fumble on the fifth as
cornerback Ty Howard put his helmet
on the ball after running back Eric
Lane caught a scroen pass, Howard lost
his helmet but pounced on the ball at
the Vols' 24 with 6:21 left in the first
half,

Ohio State was polsed to add to its
lend, giving to George on six consecutive
plays, But the Helsman winner was
stuffed for the previously mentioned 2.
yard loss on fourth-and-6 inches at the
Tennosseo 2 with 3:26 left, It was the
turning point for what would end up as
n disappointing day for George, who fin-
ished with 101 yards on 25 carries and
was cloarly upstaged by Graham,

“I knew that everything I would get,
I would have to work for,” George snid,
“It was that type of game. Things didn't
pan out like I thought they would. We
were behind and we weren’t able to
pound them like we wanted to.”

08U forced a Tennessee punt and
got the ball back at the Vols' 87 with
1:42 loft, Again, it looked like the Buck-
oyos would pad their lead, but Tennes-

poo's Shane Burton had other ideas, e
sncked Hoying for a G-yard loss, knock.
ing OSU out of scoring position, Punter
Brent Bartholomew’s punt rolled into
the end zone for a touchback with 41
soconds left, and it seemed OSU's 7.0
lead would be safe at intermission,

But Graham carried for 11 yards on
a first-down draw play, Tennessee
cnlled n timeout with 34 seconds left to
take a chance at the end zone. Again,
the Vols called Graham's number on a
draw play. The line opened a gaping
hole and Graham was off' to the races
virtually untouched on a 69-yard touch
down run the second longest in
Citrus Bowl history - to knot the game
at 7-7 with 23 seconds left in the half,

“If wo were trying to run the time
out, we would have taken a knee,” said
Vol conch Phillip Fulmer on his team’s
strategy. “We were trying to move the
ball out to where we could make some
kind of decision on what to do one way
or another, He just made a great play.”

“l was just trying to run down the
middle of the field and it just so hap-
pened that one of their guys tried to cut
my logs,” said Graham, w!xu wis voted
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the game's MVP after rushing for 1564
yards on 26 carries. “I just jumped over

him. One guy hit me and slipped off,
and I just ran to the other side and was
off.”

A critien]l OSU error early in the sec

ond half paved the way for Tennessee to

take the lead. The OSU defense had
held for a three-and-out on the Vols#'
first possession, but a trio of punt-block
happy Buckeyes including  Alonzo
Shavers plowed into Binion and were
lagged for roughing the punter. The
penalty gave Tennessee a first down at
the OSU 47

Manning, content to dink the Buck

to that point, wasted no time in
throwing the deep ball. He lofted one
down the left sideline for his main
receiver Joey Kent, who adjusted on the
ball around OSU's Antoine Winfield
covering Kent in place of the injured
Shawn Springs. Kent made the catch at
the 6 and slipped into the end zone for
the touchdown and a 14-7 lead with
13:22 left in the third quarter,

“That was n designed play,” Kent
said, “After the penalty, we took ad-
vantage of the opportunity,

“1 don't think the DB had an idea
where the ball was, and that made it
eoamier for me to make the adjustment
and cateh the ball. I only had one man
to beat,” he said.

Ohio State finally got untracked and
tied the game at 14-14 after embarking
on a 10-play, 66-yard scoring drive that
carried over into the fourth quarter.
Cooper rolled the dice early in the drive,
allowing Hoying to run a quarterback
koopor on fourth-and-2 inches at the
08U 41, Hoying then dialed up Glenn
for an 18.yard gain and hit Buster
Tillman for 7 more.

A reverse to Glenn lost 4 yards and
onded the third quarter. After an in-
complete pass, Hoying's third-down
pass went down the middle to tight end
Rickey Dudley. He got behind Vols line-
backer Scott Galyon, caught the ball at
the 20 and rolled easily into the end
zone for the 32.yard touchdown that,
after Josh Jackson's PAT kick, tied the
game at 14-14 with 14:48 left.

“Bob saw me on a couple of occasions,
he hit me and I was able to make some
plays,” said Dudley, who enjoyed his
biggest day of the season with five
catches for 106 yards,

Undaunted, Tennessee went back to
work and moved 63 yards to the OSU 8.
A false start penalty and a pair of Man-
ning incompletions forced the Vola to
sottle for Joff Hall's 29-yard field gonl
and a 17-14 load with 9:24 left in the
game

On OSU's next possession, George
was hit by Vols linebacker Tyrone
Hines and fumbled, Galyon pounced on
it at the OSU 39 and, with just 7:35 left,
it appoared the Vols would wrap it up.

“He knocked it out of my hands,”
George said, “I took a handoff and it
wasn't completely secure and it just

oye

Teams, Records and Results

Bowl Results
L ISR . AR

Dec, 14 Las Vegas
Dec, 25 Aloha

Dec, 27 Copper

Dec. 28 Alamo

Dec. 29 Sun

Dec. 29 Independence
Dec, 29 Hollday

Dec, 30 Liberty

Dec, 30 Carquest
Dec. 30 Peach

Dec, 31 Sugar

Jan, 1 Outback
Jan, 1 Cltrus

Jan, 1 Gator

Jan, 1 Cotton

Jan, 1 Rose

Jan, 1 Orange

Jan, 2 Flesta

But the Vols failed to move the ball
and OSU got the ball back after a punt
at its own 20 with 6:29 left, The chance
onded, though, on fourth-and-1 at the
50 when Hoying's mistimed option pitch
to George hit backup fullback Matt Cal-
houn in the helmet and Tennessee’s
Tori Noel recovered at the OSU 47,

The OSU defense stiffened with
Finkes knocking Graham. for a 2-yard
loss that helped force another Vols punt
with 3:27 left,

Ohio State began this possession at
its own 17, Hoying hit George for an 8-
yard gain on firat down, but then threw
n pair of incompletions, On fourth-and-
2, Hoying ﬁ)uml himself under immedi-
ate pressure and desperately tried to
throw the ball upfield. Daniels, an in-
eligible receiver, caught it and advanced
it before the play was whistled dead.
OSU was penalized 10 yards and loss-
of-down for illegal touching, giving the
Vols the ball at the OSU 156 with 2:33
loft,

But even this was not enough to kill
Ohio State’s chances completely. Once

again, the defense kept the Vols out of

the end zone, Vrabel knocked Graham
for m 4-yard loss this time, and the Vols
sottled for Hall's 26-yard fleld goal and
a 20-14 lead with 2:06 left,

OSU, now without any timeouts,
took over after the ensuing kickoff at its
own 3l.yard line. After a pair of in-
completions, Hoying hit Glenn for a 12-
yard gain and George for 6 more, Now
facing second-and-b at the OSU 48, he
dropped back and hit Dimitrious Stan.
ley for a 14.yard gain to the Vols’ 38,
But the backup split end was popped by
DeRon Jenkins and fumbled. The loose
ball was recovered by Craig King with
67 neconds loft,

O8U's comeback hopes were finally

popped out.” crushed. .
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. | Mo

-y y “ lL b ey E MIMHEALL B
BLACK HORSE § - Best Ribs & Steaks In Town * '
! a e— « Saturday Night Special: 7~,\,~\\
$5,00 Off W/ Purchase Of =Myt

(‘ Eftab. 742 ‘

———

2 Or More Dinner Entrees
» Famous Hot Baked Potato Soup
) « Minutes From Ohio Stadium
+ Open Until 11 P.M, Weekends

1420 Presidential Drive « Columbus, Ohio 43212 « (614) 488-8644

Toledo (11+0<1) 40, Nevada (9-3) 37, OT
Kansas (10:2) 51, UCLA (7-5) 30

Texas Tech (9-3) 55, Alr Force (8-5) 41
Texas A&M (9.3) 22, Michlgan (9-4) 20
lowa (8+4) 38, Washington (7-4-1) 18

LSU (7-4-1) 45, Michlgan State (6-5-1) 26
Kansas State (10-2) 54, Colorado State (8-4) 21
East Carollna (9-3) 19, Stanford (7-4-1) 13
North Carolina (7-5) 20, Arkansas (8-5) 10
Virginia (9+4) 34, Georgla (6-6) 27

Virginla Tech (10-2) 28, Texas (10-2-1) 10
Penn State (9-3) 43, Auburn (84) 14
Tennessee (11-1) 20, Ohlo State (11-2) 14
Syracuse (9-3) 41, Clemson (8-4) 0
Colorado (10-2) 38, Oregon (9-3) 6

USC (9+2-1) 41, Northwestern (10-2) 32
Florida State (10-2) 31, Notre Dame (9-3) 26
Nebraska (12-0) 62, Florida (12-1) 24

Citrus Bowl Notes

Ohio State’s record in bowl competi-
tion dipped to 12-16 with the loss. The
Buckeyes are now 1.8 in the Citrus
Bowl, O8U defented Brigham Young 10-
7 in 1985, but fell to Georgia 21-14 in
1098 and to Alabama 24-17 last year.

The loss also dropped Cooper's OSU
combined record in Michigan games and
bowl games to 2-12-1 (,167), His overall
record at OSU after eight sensons
stands at 65-28-4 (,691),

The Big Ten-SEC rivalry in the
Citrus moved to 3-1 in favor of the SEC
with OSU absorbing all three of the
losses since the denl was set up in 1992,
Penn State beat Tennessee for the only
Big Ton win' after the "93 season.

« While players from both tenms had
trouble holding onto the ball, Brutus
Buckeye cortainly did not.

The OSU mascot was in the right
place at the right time early in the
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fourth quarter when a long Manning
pass down the loft sideline soared out of
bounds. Brutus caught the errant pass
but was immediately plowed to the
ground by Tennessee receiver Kevin

Nash, Still, he held on

The play made the
highlight reel and was also selected as

CNN's “Play of the Day.”

postgame

e Attendance for the Citrus Bowl
was generously announced at 70,707
That was, apparently, the paid total
Due to the heavy rain, there was an
abundance of empty seats throughout
the 72,000-seat stadium, The crowd was
also mainly pro-Vols, primarily because
Tennessee sold 18,000 seats to OSU's
12,000,

The game, matching two teams tied
for the No. 4 ranking coming in, was
also widely viewed on ABC's national
telecast, The game drew an 11.1 rating,
a new record shading the 11,0 mark for
the '96 game between OSU and Ala
bama,

The Citrus has risen to the No. 6
spot in terms of payout ($3 million per
tonm) and is poised to make a jump to
the bowl alliance at some point, al-
though its deal with the Big Ten and
SEC runs through the 2000 season.

“I have to like the future of this
bowl,” said Florida Citrus Sports execu-
tive director Chuck Rohe. “No. 1, we
have a contract for 6 years, and if the
alliance sticks together, we will con.
tinue to get teams like this.”

According to Rohe, the Citrus could
be in line for a spot in an enlarged bowl
alliance as early as 1998 if current con-
tracts are renegotinted and especinlly if
Walt Disney World gets involved.

The Citrus Bowl celebrated its 50th
anniversary with this game, although it
was known as the Tangerine Bowl
through the 1982 season.

WHITEHALL
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Cloud Effort By Defense %

If you had told OSU defensive coor-
dinator Bill Young before the Citrus
Bowl that his troops would hold Tennes-
e to two touchdowns, he probably
would have been ecstatic.

Aftor all, his defense has been
backed by one of the nation's most
potent offenses this season,

But after Tennessee made a pair of
long touchdown plays and a pair of
short field goals stand up for a 20.14
win over the Buckeyes, Young was
ploased with the effort, but certainly
not with the result,

“Weo gave them two home runs and
lot them drive the ball on us when we
shouldn’t have,” Young said. “But I
think they played hard, Take away
those two plays and we played a hell of
n game.”

Tennessee’s two home runs — a 69-
yard touchdown run by Jay Graham
and Peyton Manning's 47.yard TD pass
to Joeoy Kent — obscured the fact that
the OSU defonse repeatedly kept the
Vols out of the end zone in the fourth
quarter, Down the stretch, Tennessee
began three possessions in OSU terri-
tory after quick-change turnovers, and
the OSU defense allowed the Vols just
two field gonls, keeping OSU's come-
back hopes alive,

“There’s n ton of positives from this
game,"” Young said,

But Graham's long touchdown run
caught the OSU defense off guard, for
aure,

On first down at the Tennesseo 31

with just 34 seconds left in the half,
Graham took o handoff on a draw play.
He cut back into a hole at left tackle,
picked up a block from his tight end on
OSU  linebacker Jerry Rudzinski,
avoided a trio of diving Buckeyes and
outraced OSU cornerback Ty Howard
down the left side to the end zone.

It was reminiscent of the feeble tack-
ling efforts the OSU defense had made
against Michigan's Tim Biakabutuka
when he ripped them for 318 yards in
the regular-season finale,

“We were shocked, really shocked,”
sadd Howard, whose team went into
halftime tied at 7-7 rather than leading
7:0. “He was pretty fast and I just
couldn’t run the guy down. I couldn’t
cateh him.”

Manning's bomb to Kent also eaught
the Buckeyes off guard, at least person-
nelwise.

Ohio State had planned ta use a lot
of nickel coverage against Manning,
who set a Tennessee single-senson pass-
ing record this year. But those plans
weore foiled when a pair of backup
safetien, Che Bryant and Damon Moore,

Inside The Defense
with Steve Helwagen

never made it to the game due to dis-
ciplinary reasons — Bryant was aca-
demically ineligible, while Moore was
sont home from Florida for a team rules
violation,

“We'd already lost our second-team
nickel back (Damon Moore),” Young
said. “We had to send him home. We
onded up playing the Buck linebacker,
and we hadn't planned on doing that,”

Then, star cornerback Shawn
Springs left the game midway through
the firat quarter due to a fractured left
shoulder blade.

“Wo lost our best defensive back on
the first series of the game, and it al-
most took us completely out of our
defensive game plan,” Young said, “We
wanted to get a lot of pressure and go
with man coverage. We planned on put-
ting Shawn Springs man-to-man on
Kont, and all of a sudden he's not in the
game.”

Without Springs, freshman Antoine
Winfield ably stepped into the void. But
when Manning looked deep down the
left wideline for Kent early in the second
half, the AIl.SEC receiver had beaten
the rookie, curling around him to make
a nifty eatch and dance into the end
zone with the go-ahead touchdown,

“Springs was on me every play before
he got injured,” Kent said., “When he
loft the game, that kind of opened the
door of opportunity for me,

“I think they stayed with their game
plan after Springs went out. They had a
tromendous athlete back there in Win-
field, but we were able to take ad-
vantage of him at a bad point for him,”
he said,

Manning agreed that Springs’ injury
was n key turning point in Lﬁo game,
With Springs out, Manning con-
contrated on Kent and hit him with
soven passes for 108 yards,

“Springs was going to wherever Kent
was,” Manning said, “Normally, he's the
field corner, but he went wherever Kent
was, It meant a lot (when he left).”

With a steady rainstorm cascading
the field throughout the game, Manning
was content to dink the Buckeyes with
high-percentage, short passes, He com-
pleted 20 of 35 passes, but for only 182
yards,

“Wo concentrated n lot on disguising
our coverages, getting pressure on him
and not letting him have a lot of time to
find his receivers,” said OSU defensive
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BIG HIT BY HOWARD — OSU cornerback Ty Howard (2) lost his
helmet but recovered the football after delivering a crushing hit
on Tennessee running back Eric Lane. Buckeyes RRob Kelly (34)
and Luke Fickell (99) converge on the play as well,

ond Matt Finkes, who was named his
toam's defenwive player of the game
after logging a team-high nine tackles
including four tackles-for-loss and n
sack,

Young had drilled his team through-
out the bowl practice on trying to con-
tain Manning, Kent and Graham, who
was named the game's MVP after a 164-
yard rushing performance.

“We knew Manning was n great
player, and they really didn't do any-
thing too much differently than we
thought they would,” Young said. “The
tailback, Graham, we knew was a great
player, and the receiver, Kent, we knew
was a phnnomunul player, and they
didn’t disappoint us,”

Disappointing, however, were the
two long touchdowns, Finkes said,

“Weo played pretty sound on defense,
but then again, we came in thinking we
had to stop the big play on defense and
they hit two of them on us, You're not
able to win like that,” he said,

GOBUCKSI

defensive end, broke his own single-
season record for sacks with one in the
Citrus Bowl, That upped his total to 18
for the year, eclipsing his mark of 12
from last year. He also set a new single-
soason mark for tackles-for-loss with 26,

Vrabel, a third-team AP All-
Amoerican this year, is now in second
rlnco on both the school’s all-time sacks
ist with 27 and the tackles-for-loss
chart with 48, He needs one sack and
nine tackles-for-loss in 1996 to take
over the career lead in both depart.
ments. Jason Simmons, who played
from 1990 to '03, currently owns both
records with 27% ancks and B66%
tacklos-for-loss.

Finkes finished the year with five
sacks and 19 tackles-for-loss, upping his
carecor marks to 19 sacks and 43
tacklos-for-loss,

Middle linebacker Greg Bellisari
held on for the team lead in tackles
with 98, with outside linebacker Ryan
Miller socond with 93, Springs led the

B
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Tennessee 20, Ohio State 14

Jan, 1, 1896 — Florida Citrus Bowl Stadium; Orlando, Fla.

OHIO STATE T 0 0 i — 14
TENNESSEE 0 7 7 6 - 20
First Quarter

08U — George, 2 run (Jo.Jackson kick) 2:07 (3 plays, 23 yards)
Second Quarter

UT « Graham, 69 run (Hall kick) 0:23 (2 plays, 80 yards)
Third Quarter

UT — Kent, 47 pass from Manning (Hall kick) 13:22 (4 plays, 69 yards)
Fourth Quarter

08U — Dudley, 32 pass from B.Hoying (Jo. Jackson kick) 14:40 (10 plays, 68
yards)

UT — Hall, 29 field goal 9:24 (13 plays, 59 yards)

UT - Hall, 26 flold gonl 2:06 (4 plays, 7 yards)
Att, — 70,797
Weather — 70 degrees; Wind, 10<16 mph from the sw; Cloudy with periods of
heavy rain,

Tenm Statistion 08U ur
First Downs 17 15
Rushing 6 8
Passing iy B 6
Penalty 0 1
Rushes-Yards 36-89 32-145
Pullng Yards 246 182

Panson 38-19-1 36-20-0
Offensive Plays 74 67
Total Net Yards 336 a27
Third Down Efficiency 4-16 5:17
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-3 0-0
Punts 7-48.1 9-84.2
Fumbles-Lost & 5.8 1-1
Penaltios 6-57 8-43
Time Of Possession 29:21 30:39

Individual Statistios
RUSHING (Att.-Not Ydn,) = O8U: George 26:101; Sualua 2-3; Pnrwn 1:1; Glenn 1«
4); B.Hoying 7+(~12), UT: Graham 26-164; Ford 1-4; Manning 6-(-13),
PASSING (Att,-Comp.-Int,-Yds,/TD) — OSU: B.Hoylng 38:10:1-246- 1 UT: Manning

36.20-0-182.1,

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yda,) — O8U: Glenn 7.95; Dudley 6-106; George
Tillman 1.7; Housor 1.5; Sualua 1.1, UT: Kont T 109; Kyler 4 16'?1
Graham 2-0; Pleiffer 1.7; Lane 1.2,

PUNTING (No- Av:-l.onﬂ) ~ O8U: Bartholomew 7-48,1.65, UT; Binlon 8-39,2-64,

PUNT RETURNS (No-Avg-Long) — OSU; Stanley 6.6,0-11, UT; Fair 8.7,8-10,

» KICKOP;F RETURNS (No-Avg:Long) — OSU: Pearson 2-13,0-16; Springs 1-13, UT:
alr 2:28,6-20, ,

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — O8U; Howard, Winfleld. UT: Noel, King, Galyon,

INTERCEPTIONS - O8U: None, UT: Austin,

SACKS — O8U: Vrabel, Finkes, UT;: Little, Duff, Burton,

TACKLES FOR LOSS — O8U: Finkes (4), Vrabel (3), RMiller, Gwinn, Howard, UT:
Burton (2), Hampton (2), Little, Sanders, Dull’

TACKLES — O8U: Finken 7.2.9; Winfleld 7-0-7; Gwinn 3.3.6; R.Miller 5.0-6; Bellinari
2-8-6; Howard 4.04; Kelly 4.0-4; Vrabel 2-2-4; Johnson 2- 1.8, Fickoll 2.1 8 Bpringn 2:0-2;
Bonhuul 1:1-2; Kmnf 1-1.2; wuu- 1.0-1; McCloluon 1.0-1, UT'. Auatin 5-2-7: Banders 4-
2:0; Burton 4-2-6; Galyon 3-3-6; Little 4-1-6; Jonkina 4-1.6; Noel 4-0-4; Hines 3-0-3; Fair 3.
0-8; King 2-0-2; Duff 2-0-2; Hampton 1-1-2; Wilson 1-0-1; Kidd 1-0-1; Green 1.0-1; White 1.
0-1; Brown 1.0-1; Lane 0-1-1,

3.18; Stanley 1-14;
ash 344 Prico 24;

Note: Players in the Game not provided in official box soore,

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO:

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN
CALL (614) 486-2202 FOR DETAILS

L' ¢ v j
IRPRARMGE OHGAL muumu A

175 Digital Channels « CD Quality Sound with 18" Dish
Only $595 or $15 per mo,
Free Site Check + (614) 478-7550
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RUSHING ATT (:AlNl OST NET AV(‘ ™ LG TEAM'STATISTICS orp ofU
Eddie George 328 57 1927 24 K7 FIRST DOWNS 217 303
Pepe Pearson 83 vlﬂ.‘i 20 385 -1 {) ] U Rushing 95 152
Jermon Jackson 38 171 2 169 a4 0 26 Passing 110 143
Nicky Sualun 20 112 [ L e | Penalty 12 8
Stwnley Jackson 23 ¥y -5 Nl LE 0 .18 AVQO PER CAME/RUSH 1455 2102
Terry Glenn 4 37 4 33 83 0 18 AVG PER GAME/PASS 1835 20685
Cireg Dellisart I 27 0 27 270 Q- 37 AVG PER PLAY/PASS 6.6 9.4
Matt Calhoun t 32 5 27 9.0 0 2 TOTAL OFFENSE 4276 6222
Bobby Hoying 59 199 178 al: 04 s &3 Touwl Plays 856 939
Dimitrious Stanley 2 7 0 Ay S [ Averape Per Game 3289 478.6
Josh Jenkins 2 2 0 e 1 () 0 2 Average Per Play 5.0 6,6
Erie Gohlstin 1 0 7 A 0 0 PENALTIES-YARDS 71-579 74619
Tom Hoying 2 7 16 ] 0 7 Offense 47.400 35-307
‘ Defense 19138 26-215
OSU Totals 566 3081 3492732 4.8 29 W7 Special Teams S-dl 13.97
OPP Totaly 494 2305 414 1891 3.8 17 69 FUMBLES-LOST 1«8 19:11
drd D(I)WNl IFFICIENCY 55 \Ig‘l1 731-]"/;:
§ ‘N e Percentage 44
SCORE BY QUARTERS 4ty DOWN EFFICIENCY 1022 1328
. 1 2 3 4 TOTAL AVG Percentoge 520
Ohlo State 110 148 127 90 475 365 SACKS BY 18 22() 274183
Opponant * 31 50 45 74. 220 169 TIME OF POSSESSION  370:12  409:48
Average Per Game 28:29 313
PASSING ATT COMP INT YDS rer ™D LG RTNG SACKS:YDS
Bobby Hoying 341 12 3269 619 29 82 163.4 23159
Stanley Jackson 25 16 | 202 640 2 3 150.3 7.45
Tom Hoying y | 0 19 286 2 12 145.7 116
O8U Totals 373 229 13 3490 614 32 K2 162 31220
OPP Totals 362 189 24 2388 522 10 . 85 103. rl 27183
RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG TD LG |SCORING TD EPK EPP EPR  FG PTS
Terry Glenn 64 1411 220 17 B2 |Eddie George 25 « 150 01 - 152
Eddie George 47 417 89 1 30 | Terry Glenn 17 « 10 . « 104
Rickey Dudley 37 575 155 7 41 [Josh Jackson « 5760 « 10«15 87
Buster Tillman 10 38 179 | 58 | Rickey Dudley v . - - 42
Nicky Sualua 17 129 7.6 2 22 | Dimitrfous Stanley 4 . .24
Dimitrious Stanley 13 177 136 4 25 [ Pepe Pearson 3 - « I8
Pepe Pearson 5 95 190 0 44 | Nicky Sualun 2 . « 12
Dee Miller 5 47 94 0 134 Shawn Springs 2 . . - 12
Bob Houser 5 43 86 0 16 [Dobby Hoying 2 03 . « 12
Jermon Jackson 3 27 90 0 15 | Alonzo Shavers | . . ]
De e, 18 240120 0 18 | Busier Tillman | . - . (4
Alonzo Shavers 1 ;) 7.0 | 7 108U Totals 64 5760 2. '| 0-1 1015 475
08U Tolal 429 2490 18.2 33 83 QPP Totals 27 23-24 1«1 02 11<14 220
olaly k. 3 3 ; »
OPP Tolals'. 109 2308 13,6010 gy [ TV ENCEFTIONS, ooy AVG 7D ig
FG DISTANCE0-2930-30 40:49 504 TOT ,'{';:)"}L,‘f, LIRS SRR O R R
Josh Jackson 66 49 00 00 10-15, ﬂuﬂ“m' 3 35 Il e 32
v 0 W 3 " = ] 0 \6
05U 'TDIIII 66 4«9 0«0 0:0 10415 ?‘R: Brgug\ o 1 ‘\g 157.5 0 35
OPP Totals 66 1.1 36 1-1 1114 | Damon Moore a2 22 14i0e:s +Q . 38
5 7.5 0 15
PUNTING NO YDS AVG T0 120 BK LG | JPi ! : e RS O
Brent Iob Kell 1 115 aaescats 11
Bartholomew 49 1885 385 6 14 0 65 | poedell | upree i f 8.0 0 ]
OSU Totals 49 1885 388 6 14 0 65 | ogy Tows 24 300 12,8 1560
OPP Totals 79 2956 37.4 3 21 4 71 OPP Totals 13 110 8.5 0 26
KICKOFI" RE IlJI(NS
NO YARDS AVG TD LG [ pUNT RETURNS
Shawn Springs 11 295 268 1 W NO YARDS AVG TD LG
Dimitrous Stanley Y 162 180 0 291 pimiirious Sianley 33 260 10 0.
Terry Glenn 8 158 198 0 29 | Terry Glenn 5 2 568, 0116
Pepe Pearson 4 59 148 0 18 | Shawn Springs 2 1] 818" <0
Nicky Sualua 2 26 130 0 14| Mike Vrabel I 181800 18
John Lumpkin | 4 4.0 0 4 | Central McCellion | 6 &0 0 6
OSU Totals 35§ 704 20,1 | 97 | OSU Totals 42 327 7.8 0 24
QPP Totals 75 1210 16,1 0 35| QPP Totals ] 64 4.3 0 18

DEFENSE SO0LO  AST
Cregy Bellisarl 54 44
Ryan Miller L1 a4
Rob Knlly kL) 10
Kevin Johnson 34 3l
Mike Vrabel a4 19
Luke Fickell 36 25
Matt Finkes 36 24
Antonle Winfield a5 I
Shawn Springs 40 12
Ty Howard 3 20
Anthony Gwinn 20 21
Damon Moore 16 14
Matt Bonhaus 16 14
Alonzo Shavers 17 1
Che Bryant 10 ({
Central McClellion 9 O
Mare Willis 9 6
Jeff Wilson 7 6
Roedell Dupree 8 ]
Jerry Rudzinski 9 0
Winfield Garnett q 5
Shane Clark 4 3
Kevin Griffin 0 0
John Day 3 3
Dave Becker 4 |
Oble Sullwell 3 2
Dun Colson 2 3
Dean Kreuzer 3 |
Brian Stoughton 3 0
Buster Tillman 3 0
Will Connery | 2
Brian Heinen 2 0

{ bivm . m

e

ACKLE Qu
LOSSES SACK ‘PBU FC FR TD§
521 1-10 . . .
a-18 . .
. 3 | | 2
5e14 . 1 | | .
20-133 13101 | 4 0 .
9:30 1-10 4 | .
1967 5.1 . .
319 ' . 3 4
2-2 2 . .
23 o 4 ) .
Il I | .
§ ; | |
35 Il | 2 .
1=3 .
. | |
115 . . 1
17 147 . .
4.20 420 | |
. . 1 . .
37 13 .
12 . | .
2.5 - .
1<l o
1+l 1 .
. |
. |
1=2 .

.I T
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BSB Quotebook Tennessee 20 Ohi

Ohio State coach John Cooper on the fourth-down option
call that went awry: “It’s short yardage, Looking back, we
probably should have called a timeout. They gambled a little
bit, came with a blitz, and we didn’t execute it very well,
Again, it’s a good call if you execute it or if they’ve got two
people coming outside, you can’t pitch the ball, But that’s
one of those situations where you guys can second-guess all
you want to,”’

OSU quarterback Bobby Hoying on the difficulty he and
Vols passer Peyton Manning had in the rainy conditions: “I
had a really tough time throwing the ball in the first half,
and I think Peyton did, too. It just wouldn’t come out right.
After the first two drives, all of the balls were saturated, I
felt a lot more comfortable throwing the ball after the rain
stopped in the second half, But it was like that for both
teams. In all honesty, I felt a sloppy field would help our
team out a little more.”

Manning shared his thoughts on how treacherous the
conditions were for the offenses: “Some of the timing passes
were hard to execute, Mainly, we wanted to concentrate on
the safe passes and take care of the ball,”

Tennessee tailback Jay Graham, selected as the game
MVP after rushing for 154 yards and a touchdown, on his
“duel” with OSU Heisman winner Eddie George: “I've
heard that question about 800 times this week, but the most
important thing for me is to win, I don’t care, He has nothing
to do with me. He’s not at linebacker, but he is a great
tailback. He just had a tough game.”

OSU offensive tackle Orlando Pace tried to pinpoint his

Ll'lllll 's lack of success in the Citrus Bowl: “I think every-

Orlando Pace

body came out and played hard. Maybe with the time off we
had, we just came out flat and weren’t in sync.”

Hoying on how the Buckeyes knew ahead of time that
Tennessee would provide a great challenge: “We came
down here and everybody said, ‘There’s going to be a
letdown,’ But as soon as we saw them on film, we knew we
would have our hands full, Tennessee has gota great offense
and a quick defense, It was different than Michigan, be-
cause it’s my last game and I'm never going to play for Ohio
State again and that hurts pretty bad.”

OSU cornerback Ty Howard on what cost his team the
Citrus Bowl: “They made two big plays. If you take two
plays out of this game, it's a completely different game, It
Just hurts to send our seniors out this way, I couldn’t
imagine going out a senior and losing my last game, I feel
really bad about that,"”

Vols coach Phillip Fulmer talked about receiving a postgame
telephone call from Vice President Al Gore: “That was
great, Lappreciated that very much, He just congratulated
us very much and basically said we had made the state of
Tennessee very proud. He, of course, is a Tennessean,”

Tennessee defensive end Leonard Little on his team’s
motivation against OSU: “We just wanted to come out and
show people we could play with the best in the nation,
They’re one of the best offensive teams in the nation,

Fulmer, whose team finished up 11-1 and third in the final
Associated Press poll, talked about some unfinished busi-
ness for his team: “It’s a great win, but my dream is to win
it all. We're not there yet,”

In\'v-‘luu: I'n| tax-free
income may help you

keep more of what you

earn. And, if you're a
quality-conscious investor,
the MainStay Tax Free
Bond Fund may help give

Give yourself a

TAX BREAK.

you peace of mind

The Fund generally

at least 8B0% of its
net assets in the top four
categories of major rating agencies such as Moody's and Standard &
Poor's, This investment grade quality helps protect your capital while

iy invests

ey
)

the Fund seeks a high level of current income that's free from Federal
income tax,"

Call today to learn more about the MAINSTAY TAX FREE BoND FUND!
A free prospectus which contains more ¢ unl])]\‘ll' information about
advisory fees, other expenses, and share classes will be sent to you.
Please read the material carefully before you invest or send money.

Steven Meler
Registered Representative

NYLIFE Securities Inc.

485 Metro Place South, Suite 350

Dublin, Ohio 43017 |

(614) 793-2121 ¥ pyerpial

FUNDS

*Income may be subject to state and local taxes and the Alternative Minimum Tax
Capital gains, if any, may be taxable

he MainStay Tax Free Bond Fund is offered In two classes of shares. Investors should
conslder, when deciding whether to purchase a particular class of shares, the invest

ment amount, anticipated holding period, and other relevant factors

NYLIFE Distributors Ine., 260 Cherry Hill Road, Parsippany, NJ 07054, the dis I
tributor and adminiserator of The MainStay Funds, (s an indirect wholly owned Y W\
ubsidiary of New York Life Insurance Company.
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EXPERTS

2375 Schrock Rd. « (614) 890-0449

Auto Care
Conter

% Tune-ups v RS
« Brakes «
« Air Conditioning «

#« On-Board Computer Diagnostics «

« Alignment «
« Light Frame Repairs «

« Electrical «

« Welding «
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New Recruits

Several Ohio State teams inked top-
noteh prospects in the recent signing
period.

Both tennis teams signed premier
performers, the men getting Bjarn Mun-
roe from Freeport, Grand Bahamas, and
the women inking prospects from Mis-
souri and California,

Munroe is the Bahamian 18-and.
under national champ in singles and
one half of the championship doubles
teamn. A member of the Bahamian Na-.
tional team, Munroe will represent his
country in the Sunshine Cup World
Junior Team Championships, to be

layed in Florida later in December.
R&unroo hails from the same hometown
as former OSU star Roger Smith, a Big
Ten titlist in 1986,

The women brought in two well-

rogarded netters, including Jefferson
ty, Mo, native Kristen Jordan,
ranked 45th in the nation by the USTA.
She is the highest nationally ranked
player to sign with OSU in recent
memory and is a three-time Missouri
dnglu champion,
oining Jordan 18 Megan Wachtler
out of Newport Beach, Calif,, the 10th-
ranked player in the Southern Califor-
nin regional rankings and a state dou-

RULES AND RATES: 20 centu per word,
10 cents for more than one insertion, Mini-
mum order of $5, No agency discounts, Make
checks payable to Buckeye Sports Bulletin,
We accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover and
Amaerican Expreas,

adu are uniformly set with the firat two
words wet in boldface capital letters at no
charge, However, no other words may be set
in boldface. Anyone planning a larger or
more distinet ad may receive our ad rate card
upon requeat,

Wa reserve the right to request additional
information or merchandise be submitted
from advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad,
and we reserve the right to refuse advertise.
manta considered objectionable,

Deadline is one week prior to publication
date, Call (614) 486-2202 or write P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212 for info.

ROSE BOWL watch, 1958 O8U team Rose
Bowl watch from 1067 National Champion.
ship senson out of Conch Ernie Godfre
ontate, $2,000 or best offer. For info, call
(614) B66-2063,

bles champ.

Women's gymnastics added two
athletes, Catherine McGhoe from Jones-
boro, Ga., and Jill McMillon of Tipp
City, Ohio.

McGhee is an AAU National Cham-
pionship qualifier, finishing first in floor
oxercise and beam and third in the all-
around. She was Georgia state
champion in the Junior Olympic level
from 1989.91 and was a USA Classics
qualifier in 1993,

MecMillon finished third in the vault
and floor exercise at the Ohio state
championships in 1996, and at regionals
placed 15th in the all-around. That was
good enough to qualify for the national
compatition,

Baseball

Though football i"““ wrapped up and
it's now the heart of hoop season, anoth-
or Buckeye season is just around the
corner — baseball,

08U dinmond squad will be shoot-
ing for its sixth consecutive lengue
championship, and if preseason pundits
are to be believed, the Bucks should
have little trouble repeating.

Collegiate Baseball recontly relensod
ita proseason top 40 and Ohio State
nestled in comfortably in the 20th posi-
tion, The Buckeyes and Notre Dame

and Gray Ilustrated! Looking for aprin

1990 inmue of Scarlet and Gray Hlustrate
(believed to have women of Scarlet and Gray
on cover), Will pay for this {ssue or just to
photocopy a particular article. Call Eric at
(614) 208-8172 now till the end of January. I
would appreciate any help or leads!

EARN UNLIMITED cash income and
lzl('otlm- residual income, Call now. (614) 676+
787,

UP TO the minute scores anywhere you gol
Call 1-800-484-3275.-WBN1,

SPORTS MEMORABILIA for sale, Pro-
ms, tickets, pennants, indn. annuals,
argest solection in USA. Football, basket.
ball, baseball, hockey, ete, All sports, all
{terna, Ohio State programs 1920s to present,
Home and away, Hundreds and hundreds of

college and pro football programs and tick.
otn, (602) 696-1013, Adelson Sports, 13610 N,
Scottadale, #10, 08B, ottedale, AZ
86264,

NEED TWO tickets for OSU-Michigan game
Fob, 3, Call (419) 726-2830 after 6 p.m,

FOR SALE: Football (1969) - Woody
Hayen, Rex Korn, Jim Otin, John Brocking.
ton, Jack Tatum, ete. ($200, or best offer),
Football (1970) — Woody Hayes, Greg
Lashutka, Ben Espy, Doug Van Horn, ete,
Also Vie Janowicz 1950 Helsman Troph
winner ($160, or beat offer), Bnkctgnﬁ
(1060) — NCAA Final Four — Fred Taylor,
Bill Honket, Dave Sorenson, ete, ($226, or
bent offer). Call (614) 888-3608.

CLASSIC BIG Ten and Big Eight com:
moemorative regulation wize basketballs:
Every ball in imprinted with the color logo of
onch Big Ten or Big Eight achool, Only $3.00
aploce plun shipping and handling while
supply lasts, Minimum purchase three
dozen, Write HHC, 608 Carroll 8t,, Boone,
lowa 50036,

I NEED and will purchase one program and
game phowgér- ha (Including scoreboard at
ond) from OSU-ND game. Making a gift for
my wifo, Ploase call Chrin (at office) at (518)
3634480 if you can help. Leave menssage i I
am not available,

ATTENTION COLLECTORS of

venr

Searlet,

OHIO STATE sports memorabilin for sale,
Original 8x10 game action photos from 1961
to present from the files of sports photog-
rapher Chance Brockway, Also college and
pro football, banketball, programs, pross
guiden, Street & Smith's, The Sporting News
annuals, NCAA guiden & record books,
Soveral hundred wsports magazines from
19308 to present. 20x30 color photo of Woody
& Bo, (614) 92844606,

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz and

other members of the Buckeye Sports Bul-

letin ntall are available to speak at your busi-

nens, noclal or alumni group meetings, In-

'I;t:nrmﬁtlvo and fun, Call (614) 486-2202 for
adln,

WRESTLING FANS: “Wooo! The Ric Flair
Record Book” {s now available, This 110-page
book includes a results record book, photon,
highlights of all the great moments, nowspa-
per clips and Flair's lifo story, Send check or
mnog order for $30 to SH Enterprises, 8249
Broad 8t, 8W, Pataskala, Ohlo 43002,

CLASSIFIED ADS are the way to go. Call
(614) 486-2202 or write to P.O, Box 12458,
Columbun, Ohlo 43212 to place your ad on
the Buckeye Sports BulletinBoard, It's eany,

Apespensive aand really works; J

von

(24th) are the only Northern schools in
the West Coast-dominated rankings.

Defonding national champion Cal
State-Fullerton is at the top, followed
by Stanford, Louisiana State, Tennessee
and California, Buckeye opponent Long
Beach State is ranked 19th, the only
OSU foe in the preseason listings.

The Buckeyes should be up to the
challenge of reclaiming their title,
mainly because most of the infield
roturns, Mike Estep at third, Mark
Carek at shortstop and Alex Eckelman

at second are steady, and if Mark
Chonko hits well, he’ll be the guy at
first,
* Big Ten freshman of the year Dan
Seimetz is back for his sophomore
campaign, and pitchers Mike Biehle
and Bob Spears should anchor a better-
than-believed rotation,

Estep and Spears, both seniors, have
been electod as co-captains for the 96
senson, which begins with a road trip to
Lake Charles, La., for the McNeose
State Tournament Feb, 23.26.

Young Headed To Oklahoma

Continued From Page 1

“I'he overriding factor in the decision
was home,” Young said. “She has family
close to there and we wanted to got
close to them,”

Young said his wife, who is a special
education teacher, has an invalid
brother and other siblings in the Okla-
homa City area.

“Conch Cooper has been as good as
he possibly can be,” Young added, “Both
he and Helen (Cooper’s wife) have been
really understanding and supportive,
This is a tough move for us because it's
hard to leave here. I don't know if you
could ever find a place better than Ohio
State.” 3

The 48-year-old Young grew up in
Oklahomn Cilt}{ and actually was a Coke
vondor at OU football games while in
junior high school. He went on to play
for rival Oklahoma State as a three-
yonr lottor winner and graduated in

He began his conching career at the
high school level, then returned to his
alma mater to conch the defensive line.
He then spent two years as an assistant
at Towa State before beginning his 16-
year association with Cooper at Tulsa,
ASU and Ohio State, ;

“It'a tough to leave a guy like that
and a place like this. Columbus has
been a great community to live in and
the people have been great. I'm going to
miss  the kids, the conches, the
maintenance man, the trainers -—
overyone.”

Under Young, several top-light
athletes found OSU stardom, a list in-
d“diw Roger Harper, Alonzo Spellman,
Dan Wilkinson, Steve Tovar, Chico Nel-
son, Lorenzo Styles, and current Buck-
oyos Mike Vrabel and Shawn Springs.
Also, and maybe more impressive, once
lessor-known recruits such as Jason
Simmons, Greg Smith, Matt Finkes and
Ryan Miller were able to flourish,

As Coopor once said, the cupboard
was bare when Young took over the
defonse. But after allowing a school-
worst 297 points in 1989, the defense
perennially ratod with the league's best
under Young. In 1994, OSU ranked
10th nationally in scoring defense (16.6

ints) and 16th in total defense

300.9),

This past year, the defense was
looked at as a lability of sorts as the of-
fonse was breaking school records left
and right. Truth be told, the unit im-
proved steadily — a Young staple —
and finished second only to North-
westorn in scoring defense (16.9) in the
conforence. It also ranked third in pass
defonse despite opponents’ throw-from-
behind mentality all season, /

“I'm very proud of what we were able
to accomplish, We had some disappoint-

ment at the.end of the year, but youve ,
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Bill Young

got to look atvthe positives and we've
ad a lot of them,” said Young, who has
been burdened by early departures to

the NFL from Harper, Spellman,
Wilkinson, Styles and Craig Powell, The
last three would have been seniors this
past season,

In the Citrus Bowl, Ohio State held
high-powered Tennesseo to just two
touchdowns and All-American quarter-
back Peyton Manning to 182 yards
passing. However, rushing defense was
a concorn an OSU ranked in the middle
of the Big Ten pack, thanks moatly to u
rocord-setting, 313-yard performance by
Michigan's Tim Biakabutuka,

8till, Young is leaving an OSU
defense that should be among the best
in the nation with the return of the
entire 19956  two-deep, departing
defensive lineman Matt Bonhaus being
the lone exception.

Cooper was in New Orleans for the
AFCA convention and was unavailable
for comment. However, he recently was
quoted by The Columbua Dispatch just
prior to the decision, saying, “Some-
timen you've got to do what's best for
your family. I know this — they don't
come any finer than Bill Young.”

A wource near the program snid
Coopor will take a strong look from
within to find Young's successor, That
could make linebackers coach Fred
Pagac the leading candidate. Pagac,
who accompanied Cooper to New Or-
leans, is a former Buckeye tight end
and has the most seniority of any as-
sistant conch, He joined the OSU staff
in 1978,

Dofensive backs conch Lovie Smith |
may also be considered, but he just fin-
ished his first year at OSU. Defensive
onds coach Bill Conley also is well-
regarded, but he has spent most of hin
energy as OSU's unofficial recruiting
coordinagar, Y WY
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