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‘I’'m Getting Sick Of It’ — Frey

Buckeyes Let Another One Slip Away

By Mark Rea

Greg Frey was simply being honest,

The performance of Ohio State's
offense during n 20-10 loss to Michigan
State in East Lansing on Oct. 29 — the
team's fourth loss in the last five
games — nauseated him

“I'm really frustrated,” said the
sophomore signalcaller after OSU's
fourth loss in five 1988 Big Ten
contests. “We've got a good offense. We
just keep stopping ourselves over and
over and over. I'm getting sick of it."”

Frey played a creditable game
against the Spartans, moving the
Buckeyes' offense for 360 total yards
ngainst a team which came into the
game ranked third in the Big Ten in
total defense. The Cincinnati St
Xavier High School product completed
19 of 33 passes (or 229 yards and one
touchdown,

But a couple of glaring mistakes
marred an otherwise excellent game
for Frey. He was intercepted twice, the
firet on an aborted option play which
stopped un OSU drive on the Michigan
State eight, the second in the fourth
quarter when the Buckeyes were trving
to mount a last-minute comeback.

The first play came on  second-and-
goal play from the MSU eight-yard
line. After Frey passed incomplete to
flanker Bobby Olive in the end zone on
first down, he took the ball around
right end on the next play, As he
appronched the line of serimmage, he
was met by Spartan linebacker Percy
Snow and looked to pitch the ball to
tailback Mare Hicks who was trailing
the play

Unfortunately, Hicks was too far
awuy from Frey and the pitch floated
just enough for Spartans’ senior
putside linebacker Kurt Larson to get
his hand on it, Larson bobbled the ball
three times before finally corralling it
for the interception

The play came during the Buckeyes'
opening drive of the second half when

Continued On Page 10

Michigan State's Derrick Reed (6) and Kurt Larson (3) scramble for a fumble with Ohio State's

Bill

atlock (11) and Bernard Edwards (2).
were a common sight during their 20-10

Unfortunately for the Buckeyes, loose footballs
efeat at the hands of the Spartans.

By Mark Rea
Ohia !um head couch John
Cooper gavo the first indieation
following the ‘gumc agninst
Michigan Stte thut -ophomorn
quarterback Grog Frey m{ht
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Wlll Frey Remain An Option For Bucks
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OSU Drops 20-10 Verdict To Spartans

Mr. Hyde

By Mark Rea

Two days before Halloween in East
Lansing, Mich., Ohio State’s foothall
team decided to come dressed in its
familinr costume

The Buckeyes came to the game clad
in the traditional Scarlet and Gray,
playing opportunistic defense and
good combination offense agninst
Michigan State in the first half of the
Oet. 29 contest

But, at halftime, OSU players
decided to change into their ugly Mr,
Hyde comtumes, making four costly
turnovers while losing a 20-10 decision
to the Spartans, The loss dropped the
Buckeyes to 1.4 in the Big Ten, 35
overall and almost definitely out of
contention for a post-season bowl bid,

Head conch John Cooper talked
about the ineffectiveness of the
offense. Defensive coordinator Bill
Young talked about his unit's
inconmistency. Quartorback Greg Froy
talked about mistakes he made.

But perhaps junior tailback Mare
Hicks put it best.

“I don't know how, why or what, but
wa're jinxed," Hicks said,

That might be the best explanation
yet in an inexplicable season for Ohio
State. The Buckeyes have to look back
on the game and wonder how, for the
third time in five of their defeats, they
could lose a game that just as easily
could have been a victory,

0OSU's offense piled up 360 total
yards during the game against the
Spartans, who came into the game
with the Big Ten's third-ranked
defense, Froy completed 19 of 33 passes
for 229 yvards and one touchdown.
Seven of those completions went to
sophomore tight end Jeff Ellis, who
carned Big Bear Buckeye of the Week
honors. Ellis’ receptions were good for
73 yards, while sophomores Jeff
Graham and Bobby Olive combined
for six catches for 956 yards,

Another member of the team's
outstanding sophomore class, tailback
Carlos Snow, picked up a team-high 53
yards rushing against the tough MSU
defense which gave Ohio State only
two yards on the ground last year,

But, like so many other times this
season, the Buckeves couldn't stand
prosperity. They self-destructed in the
second  half, committing the four
turnovers, two of which came inside
the Spartans’ 10-yard line.

“l snound like a broken record week
after woek,"” Coopor said. "We're
turning it over and making stupid
mistakes and stupid penalties. We had
a chance early today to do something
but it was just one mistake after
another,”

Ohio State's defense played well
early, but suffered late after being in
the game so long. MSU had an
advantage of nearly 10 minutes in time
of posseasion.

The Spartans were led by a pair of
100-yard rushing efforts by tailbacks
Hyland Hickson and Blake Ezor,
Hickson picked up 179 yards on 37
carries, while Ezor tacked on 166 yards
on 29 carries

Young said it was probably the first
time any team had two backs gain
more than 1560 yards against one of his
squads. "I'll tell you what," Young
said. “If it ever happened before, [ tried
to forget it."

Even though the defense surrendor-
ed more than 400 yards to an opposing
offense for the fourth time this year,
the Buckeyes had a chance to blow
things open early, anlmost before a

Resurfaces In uckeye Loss
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on the offensive line and also tallied seven receptions for 73 vards, Ellis was selected the Big
Bear Buckeye of the Week for his performance against Michigan State.

Spartan Stadium crowd of 77,111 had a
chance to warm itself on the 36-degree
day,

The defense inspired the team ecarly,
stopping Michigan State on its first
drive of the day and then taking the
ball away on the Spartans’ second
possession. Senior outside linebacker
Mike McCray, seeing his first action in
three weeks, recovered a fumble from
Gzor on the Spartans' 10-yard line, It
was only the second defensive fumble
recovery for the Buckeyes all season.

Two plays later, Frey put a perfectly
placed pass into the hands of redshirt
freshman flanker Bernard Edwards
for a 14-yard touchdown. Junior place-
kicker Pat O'Morrow converted the
PAT and Ohio State enjoyed a 7-0
advantage with less than four minutes
gone in the first quarter

The Buckeyes' defense provided the
team with another emotional lift on
Michigan State's next play from

scrimmage. Spartan quarterback
Bobby MceAllister's puss over the
middle was tipped and intorcepted by
senior inside linebacker John Sullivan.
Sullivan returned the interception to
MSU's seven-yard line to set up the
Buckeyes' offense in scoring position
agnin,

But the Bucks were whistled for
defensive holding on the play, wiping
out the interception and giving
Michigan State possession again. The
penalty loomed even larger when the
Spartans marched downfield to the
08U three, But when Ezor tried to bull
his way into the end zone, he fumbled
again and junior cornerback Zack
Dumas recovered for the Buckeyes in
the end zone. Dumas was a defensive
standout in the game with a team-
leading 16 tackles, a fumble recovery
and a blocked kick.

“At that point, we were feeling pretty
good," Cooper said, "“"We were moving

the ball on offense and getting some
breaks on defense,”

The good feeling didn't last long,
however, The Spartans stopped OSU
on the next possession and then
started another drive to the goal line.
This time, Hickson relioved Ezor and
carried most of the load, topping off the
B4-yard, 10-play drive with a one-yard
burst up the middle on the second
quarter’'s first play. Place-kicker John
Langeloh split the uprights for the
conversion, tying the game at 7.7.

Ohio State's defense got the team
another opportunity midway through
the second quarter. The Spartans had
driven to the three-yard line but

stalled, Langeloh was sent in to
attempt a 20-yard field goal, but
Dumas got through the line and

blocked the kick and it was recovered

Continued On Page 21
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Mistakes, Penalties Are OSU’s Undoing

‘Same Old Story’ For Bucks, Cooper

By Mark Rea

John Cooper squinted into the lights
of the television cnmeras. The first:
year Ohio State football coach, who
must think his eight-game tenure has
lasted more like eight years, knew
what was coming,

He was going to be pressed for an
explanation of why Michigan State
rolled up 372 yards on the ground and
defeated the Buckeyes 20-10, He
weemed almost apologetic for what he
was saying, knowing the words he
chose were words he had used several
times before

“It's the same old story,” he said. "1
sound like a broken record week after
Wi"‘k oL

He was correct, but he also had every
right to say it. The Buckeyes' defense
allowed over 400 total yards o an
opposing offense for the fourth time in
oight games. And the offense sputtered
sguin when it got within scoring
distance. The Buckeyes crossed into
Michigan State territory seven times
during the game — making it inside the
20-yard line on four occasions — and
managed only one touchdown and one
field goal.

Cooper knew the scenario, It was
nearly identical to the ones which
occurred against [linois and Purdue,
The Buckeyes lost a game they just as
oasily could have won, Still, the OSU
head conch tried to explain the reasons
why his defense couldn't hold off the
opposition and why his offense
couldn’t punch the ball into the end
rone,

"Wa're just not physical enough on
defense,” he started. “Then, when you
get the ball on offense, you feel like
you've got to do something and go
weore. Then we leave the ball on the
ground. We're still turning it over and
making stupid mistakes and stupid
penalties

“We had o chance early to do
something. We convert a fumble into
touchdown and then we intercept n
pans, run it back to the seven-yard line
and have o defonsive holding penalty
on the play. It's just one mistake aftor
another.”

The mistakes numbered at least a
half-dozen, four of which show up in
the statistics. Sophomore quarterback
Grog Frey had an excellent day
throwing the ball, completing 19 of 33
passes for 220 vllrllx and a touchdown,
Hut he was intercepted twice when the
Buckoyes were inside Michigan State's
10-yard line,

Another turnover came when
wophomore tailback Carlos Snow,
looking for the goal line on u third
quirter run, fumbled after picking up
17 yards. The fourth came when Frey
und junior tailback Marc Hicks failed
to connect on a handoff and fumbled
the ball away

Yot another mistake came in the
second quarter when punter Jeffl
Bohlman mishandled & low snap from
center Tom Moore and couldn't get his
kick away, That play set up the
Spartans’ first fielti goal and gave
them a 10-7 lead at the time,

On defense, the unit was whistled
early for an unusual defensive holding
penalty, wiping out an interception by
senior linebacker John Sullivan which
would have given the Bucks, up 7-0 at
the time, the ball on MSU's seven-yard
line.

Then there was the fact that thv
Spartans ran the ball with authority
all day long. Sophomore tailback
Hyland Hickson, hailing from the
same Florida high school as former
MSU great Lorenzo White, picked up
179 wards on 37 carries while his
teammate, junior tailback Blake Ezor,
carried 29 times for 166 yards,

O8U defensive coordinator Bill
Young said he has been a football
conch for 20 years and couldn't
remember the last time an opposing
toam had a pair of runners gain over
150 yards each,

“T'll tell you what," Young said, “If it
ever happened, [ tried to forget it."

Young traced the Buckeyes'
defensive probloms to inconsistency.

“At times, we played outstanding. At
times, we stunk the place up,” he said
“We just didn't put it all together and
we didn't play with the consistency
that we needed to play with,

“For example, there at the end of the
ball game, we needed to take the ball
away from them and get the ball back
to our offense, and we didn't do it, We
let them take the ball and just drive it.
They just ran the clock out on us and
that was really frustrating.”

Cooper agreed with his defensive
coordinator, but expressed most of his
concern about the Buckeyes' offense,
potent between the 20-yard lines, but a
struggling, sputtering bunch inside the
Beoring zone,

“Wo felt like we had to mix it up,”
Cooper said. "Obwviously, nobody runs
the ball against Michigan State's
defense. | think we got something like

- two yards against them last year and
no one has run on them this year.

“"Wae felt we had to mix it up, throw a
lot on running downs and try to keep
their defense honest. We were able to
get some yards like that, especially
throwing the ball. But we didn’t score
enough points regurdless of how many
yards wo got,”

Cooper said his team's game plan
against the Spartans included not only
o mixture of running and passing
plays but also a trick play or two and
the anticipation of making something
happen on special teams. Nearly all of
that game plan ran true to form — with
the exception of the Buckoyes' relative
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0OSU head conch John Cooper bundled u?‘ against the chilly
temperatures in East Lansing. The Buc

even chillier during the game as Michigan State handed his

team a 20-10 setback.

inability to score touchdowns,

“When you play Michigan State,
yvou've got to score three or four
touchdownas,” Cooper said. “We had a
chance today and just didn't do it.

“We felt like we had to make
something happen, we had to get o big
play somewhere, a reverse pass, o long
run, run & blocked kick back for a
touchdown, We had some big Pln:rn but
wa couldn't score the points,'

Despite suffering his fifth defeat in
eight contests this season, Cooper tries
to avoid making excuses. Still, he
offered one alibi which had plenty of
muont.

“We're not the same team that beat
Syracuse,” he said. "We don't have
Mike McCray (pulled stomach muscle)
nt linebacker and Michigan State
killed us on the sweep. We didn't have
anybody who could play over the tight
ond and take the sweop away,

“We don't have our best inside
linebacker (Andy Gurd, out for the
season with shoulder surgery). We
don't have our best defensive tackle
{Mike Showalter, out for the season
with an ankle injury), In the
secondary, we were already without
Dwight Smith (ankle) and then David
Brown went oul in the first quarter,
Man, we're trying to hang on on
defense. Wa're playing everybody

8' head coach got

wo've got and we're still getting killed.”

The loss to the Spartans left the
Buckeyes with a 3.5 record, one defoat
away from clinching what would be
the first losing record since 1966
Porhaps almost as important to Scarlet
and Gray fans, their team appears to
be out of the post-senson bowl picture
for the second year in o row,

Cooper admitted that a bowl bid is
the farthest thing from his mind. He
has to find a way to stop the Buckeyes'
bleeding.

"“There's no question this puts us out
of the bow] picture,” hesaid. “*We're out
of it unless wa would win out for some
reason and oven then we'd only be 6.5,

“But I'm not thinking about a bowl
right now, I'm thinking about
regrouping for next week and what we
can do to get this team on the right
track."

Cooper has his work cut out for him
The Buckeyes' last three games come
against Wisconsin, winless this season
but winners over Ohlo State three out
of the last four years; lowa, owners of a
4-2-2 record and 2-1.2 Big Ten mark;
and archrival Michigan, the
conference leader. Michigan's only
losses this season were a onepoint
defeat to Miami (Fla.) and a two-point
loss to Notre Dame.
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Frey Accepts Blame For OSU Turnovers

Continued From Page 1

the score was tied at 10

he wsecond interception shut
door on the Buckeyes with 4:28 left in
the game and the Spartans holding a
20:10 lead

Ohio State started at its own nine
and marched 86 vards all the way to
Michigan State's five in less than five
minutes. But, on first down, Frey tried
to throw the ball in the corner of the
end zone to doublecovered flanker
Bernard Edwards and MSU
cornerback Derrick Reed picked it off.

Frev admitted both plavs were
mintakes on his part

"On the first one, [ should have kept
the ball or elther pitched it sooner,” he
sald. “It was just a dumb mistake on

the

my part, especially on the fiveyard
line
“It wan just one of those things, |

92*":
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shouldn’t have pitehed it. Once |l wos in
the grasp, 1 should have eaten the ball
because it was only second down, We
would have had two more chances to
put it in."

Froy also discounted criticiam of
offensive coordinator Jim Colletto that
the option in that situation was poor
play calling. "1 think it was o good
play,"” the quarterback said. "1 just
serewed it up.”

It was that play that set the tone for
the second half, he said, The fired-up
Buckeves stormed from the locker
room and looked determined to take the
lead, But the interception made for n
quick change in the momentum of the
Kamae,

“We were tied at halftime and 1 was
pretty happy because we knew we
could throw the ball on them," Froy
sajd. "“We came out in the second half
and drove it right down their throats

on the first drive. Then, you know what
happened after that

On the second interception in the ond
zone, Frey again shouldered the blame

"It was a lot like the first one. I did
unmlllhllut thut I shouldn't have,” he
waid, “T should h.nn thrown it away. It
wis firat down und I just tried to force it
in there, They had a lot of defensive
backs out there but 1 still thought 1
could get it in there

"Looking back, of course, | guess [
should have thrown it away. We should
have had two more plays to go out and
tuke it in."

Ohio State head coach John Cooper
agreed that Frey should not have tried
to force the ball in the end zone. But, he
said, the play was o calculated risk he
couldn’t fault the quarterback for
taking

“I was thinking we had to score
quickly or we might not have a chanece
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to get the ball back,” Cooper said, “Wa
took a chunce and threw the ball in the
end zone. We probably should have
thrown the ball away or else the wide
receiver should have kept the defensive
back from making the play

“But it was a good play on their part
We were trying to and their
defensive back made a nice play on the
intercaption,"”

Frey was also involved in another of
the Buckeyes' four turnovers in the
second half, Late in the third quarter
when OSLU was backed up with second
and 19 at its own 11, Frey and Hicks
couldn't conneet on n simple handoff
and the Spartans recovered, setting up
a field goal

On the play, Hicks appeared to
spread his arms wide as if he expected
the handoff o be a fake. Frey later
confirmed that Hicks might have
indeed thought he was only u decoy on
the play.

“1 don't think Marc expected to got
the ball in that play,” the quarterback
sadd, "To tell you the truth, I thought it
waos a good handoff, But it didn't end
up that way,"

RCOTe

The miscues overshadowed an
otherwise oxcellent performance by
Frey. He managed to avoid Michigan

State's pressure most of the day,
completing nearly 58 percent of his
passes, His 229 passing vards gave
him 1,682 for his young carcer and
places him just 186 yvardes behind Bill
Long for ninth place on the Ohio State
all-time passing list

And Frey ran the football more often
and with more nuthority against
Michigan State than he had in prior
gnmes. The quarterback had worked in
practice on avoiding the rush and
muanaged to duck inmde and sceamble
for 40 yards minus sacks

However, although Frey generated
plenty of yardage, he couldn't get his
team into the end zone alter o first
quuarter touchdown pass to Edwards
He said frustration is the word thal
best describes hin mood but insisted
thut the offensive unit was extremely
close o putting all the eces Lu,:v'l}n'r

"It looks like we're really ready to
bust open at any time. We just haven't
done it yvet," Frey said. "We're doing o
lot of things right. We got two early
turnovers today, we scored early and
wi had a lot of chances to put them out
carly, but once again, wo didn't do the
||ll]

"The offensive line did o heckuva job
today, Michigan State's line does o lot
of stunting and twisting which left a
man open, I bad o do a lot of
serambling

“But | think we moved the ball on
them," he continued, "1 thought we
could move the ball and we showed we
could. We just didn’t put the ball in the
end The

RO

rone play calling was
oxcellent. We just made too many
mistakes again, You know, mistakes

ure only human and we're all human
But we just keep making them at the
wrong time in the wrong place.”

Although the loss to the Spartans
was every bit as frustrating as ones to
Illinois and Purdue in which the
offensive unit sputtered down the
stretch, Froy snid the team can’t afford
to stay down

“We've got Wisconsin coming up and
although they haven't had
season, they always play well ngainst
us

“We can't afford to feel sorry for
ourselves, We've got some tough games
left. The season isn't over yet, There's
always something we can salvage out
of this."”

u good
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Spartans 20, Buckeyes 10

OHIO STATE 7 3 0 0 10
MICHIGAN STATE 7 3 10 0 20

08U — Edwards, 14 pass from Frey (O'Morrow kick) 3:39

MSU -~ Hickson, 1 run (Langeloh kick) 14:55

MSU — Langeloh, 35 field goal 11:19

08U — O'Morrow, 28 field goal 14:33

MSU — McAllister, 1 run (Langeloh kick) 11:31

MSU — Langeloh, 32 field goal 13:29

Alt, — 77,111

osu MSU

First Downs 18 22
Rushing b 19
Passing 13 2
Penalty 0 1
Rushes-Yards 33-131 72372
Passing Yards 220 53
Passes 34192 630
Offensive Plays 67 78
Total Net Yards 360 426
Third Down Eff. 310 716
Punts 4-38.8 3447
Fumbles-Lost 52 3.2
Penalties 6-66 6-54
Time Of Possession 25:48 34:12

Individunl Statistics

RUSHING (Att:Net Yda,) = OSU: Snow 963, Hicks 7-28; Frey 10-26; Matlock 3-14;
Bryant 110, S(Graham 2.7, MSU: Hickson 37-179, Ezor 29-165, McAllister 533,
Montgomery 1.5

PASSING (Aw. Comp.Int.-Yds. TD) — O8U: Frey 33-19-2229-1; J.Graham 10000
MSLU: MeAllister 630630

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) = OSU: Ellis 773, J.Graham 348; Olive 347, Edwards 2-32;
Hicks 220, Matlock 29, MSU: Bouyer 1-26; Rison 1-26; Montgomery 1-3,

PUNTING (No.-Ave Lg.) — OSU: Bohlman 4-38 848 MSU: Butland 3-44.7.50,

PUNT RETURNS (No.Ave.Lg.) = OSU: Olive 1-6.0-6; Dumans 1-24.0-24; Zizakovice 1.7.0¢
7. MBU: Miller 20012

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Ave.-Lg.) — OSU: Hicks 212.5:17; Snow 1.20,0-20; Warner 1-
20,020, MSU: Ezor 1-19.0-19; Haller 1.14.0.14

DEFENSIVE FUMBLES RECOVERED BY — O8SU: Dumas, MeCray. MSU: Reod

INTERCEPTIONS — O8U: None. MSU; Larson, Reed

TACKLES FOR LOSS — OSU: Pelini, Peel. MSU: Willertz (2), Jenkins, Eaton,
C.Soehnlen

TACKLES (Solo-Ass.-Tot.) — OSL: Dumas 10-6-16; Pelini 4-10-14; J Sullivan 6-5:11, Clark
538, Crang 527, M.Sullivan 52.7; Peel 3-3-6; Zizakovie 3-3-6; MacCready 4-1-6; Benio 0.3-0,
Coleman 20-2; Kacherski 1-1.0; Team 2-0-2; Rogan 1.0-1, Rutledge 1-0:1; Huffman 1.0:1;
Koch 1:0-1; Prico 0-1:1; Thomas 0-1. 1. MSU: Snow 6-4-10; Larson 52-7; Payton 4.2-6, Jenkins
246, Roed 2.4.6; Millor 345, Ridinger 235, Vanderbeok 2.3.0; IDavis 3-1.4; Donelson 30.3;
Willertz 3-0.3; C Soshnlen 202, Ridgeway 1:1-2;, Butland 1.0:1; Eaton 1.0-1; Edwards 1.0:1;
lagquaniello 0:1-1, Montgomery 0-1-1, Wilson 0-1-1.

Plavers In The Game

OHIO STATE - McCray, Kacherski, Rogan, Coleman, Thomas, M.Sullivan,
MacCroady, Frimel, Zizakovic, Craag, Benio, J.Sullivan, Dumas, Price, Clark, Rutledge,
lirown, Pelini, Peel, Btayaniak, Davidson, Uhlenhake, Zackeroff, Moxley, Ellis, Palmer,
J Graham, Olive, Edwards, Frey, Snow, Hicks, Bryant, Matlock, 8.Graham, Bohlman,
0'Maorrow, Powell, C.Stablein, Closson, Tom Moore, Warner, Keenan, Kuri

MICHIGAN STATE - Rison, Smolinski, Mandarich, Kula, Martin, Tata, Robbins,
Gicewicz, Young, Marino, MeAllister, Ezor, Hickson, Montgomery, Roy, Bouyer, B Wilson,
Vanderbeek, Johnson, Ridgeway, Davis, Ridinger, C.8ochnlen, Willertz, Jenkine, Snow,
Larson, Reed, Miller, Payton, Donelson, F. Wilson, Hawkins, laquaniello, Eaton, Pryor,
Selzer, Haller, Kiple, Bullough, Briningstool, Edwards, Butland, Langeloh.

Sam Saporito of Bi

Bear (far right) recontly presented Biﬁ
Bear Buckeye of the Week plaques to (left to right) OS5

slayers Bobby Olive, Greg Frey and Jeff Graham. Big Bear
lmnoru the outstanding OSU player of the game each week.
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Turnovers In Second

Continued From Page 4

by junior linebacker Srecko Zizakovie

Rut, like so many other times, the
O8U offense could not take advantage
of the apportunity. Forced to punt on
fourth und 13, sophomore nunter Jeff
Bohlmon mishandled a low center
snap and wis unable to get his punt
awny

Unlike their rivals, the Spartans did
mianage to take ndvantage of the good
field position, getting a 35yard field
gonl from Langeloh to take the lead at
10.7

That seemed to finally arouse the
Buckeyes' offense. Taking possession
at their own 38, Frey started the drive
by passing 19 yards to Graham

Two plays later, working from the
shotgun in the hurry-up offense, Froy
hit junior tailback Mare Hicks on n
pass which gained 11 yards. Frey
wernmbled for 10 yards and another
first down two plays later and then
Hicks picked up another seven on a
pitch nround left end,

That guve the Buckeyes n second:
and-three situation at the MSU 11, But
the drive stalled when Frey
underthrew to fullback Bill Matlock on
second down and junior tight end Jim
Palmer on third down

Instend of taking the lead, the
Buckeyes had to settle for a 28-yard
field goal from O'Morrow — his 14th
threepointer of the year = and had to
be satisfied with a 10:10 halftime tie

According to Frey, the team was
happy with the deadlock after two
quarters of action

“We were tied and | was pretty happy
because we knew we could throw the
ball on them," the sophomore signal-
caller said. "We came out in the second
half and drove it right down their
throats on the first drive,”

Snow got the Buckeyes in good field
position with a 20-yard kickoff return
to the MSU 40, Then, on third and two,
Frey found Olive for 16 yards, On the
next play, Snow got loose uround the
right end for 11 yards

Later in the drive, Frey hooked up
with Ellis on an eightyard gain,
giving the Bucks o first and goal on the
Spartans’ eight-yard line, Frey tried to
hit Olive in the end zone on first down
but the ball fell incomplete

Then, Frey circled around to the
right on anoption. He was met by MSU
linebacker Percy Snow and tried to
dump the ball off to Hicks. But the
tnilback was too for off the play and
Froy's pass floated just enough for
Spartan linebocker Kurt Larson to
make a circus catch for the
interception

Ohio State's defense was again
called upon to stop the Spartans and
they responded, forcing Michigan
State to punt. Then the Buckeyes'
offense took over and started moving
the ball again. Frey gained nine yards
on u scramble, Snow added four yards
off left guard and then Frey took off
again, this time picking up five yards

Then, with second and five at the
Michigan State 43, Snow pounded off
tuckle again and broke through the
line. Howover, as he was breaking into
the open field, Spartan safoty John
Miller stripped Snow of the | and
teammate Derrick Reed recovered

“1 waw one defender but that wasn't
the one that hit me,” Snow said of the
fumble. "1 was just thinking six points
and he got me from the blind side, He
junt hit me as my arm was going buck.”

The turnover wius too much for the
Buckeyes' defense to overcome, After
starting the drive with a 25-yard pass

Originally Published: Nov. 5, 1988
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Ohio State senior linebacker John Sullivan (67) tries to fight off would-be tackler Vince Tata
(61) of Michigan State after Sullivan made a first-quarter interception. The turnover was
nullified when OSU was called for defensive holding on the play.

play from McAllister to senior wide
receiver Andre Rison, Michigan State
kept the ball on the ground and gave it
almost exclusively to Hickson

The sophomore pounded away at
OSU's defense seven straight times,
setting up MSU's score. Then, with the
Bucks looking for Hickson, McAllister
faked a handoff and danced untouched
into the left corner of the end zone,
Langeloh added the PAT to give the
Spartans a 17-10 lead.

0O8SU's offense put pressure on ils
defonse just three plays later when
Frey and Hicks flubbed a handoff
which was recovered at the Ohio 11 by
Michigan State defensive end Chris
Willertz.

Five plays later, Langeloh was back
in the game, hitting a 32-yard field goal
to push Michigan State's lead to 10
points at 20-10

Faced with having to score twice to
get back in the game, the Buckeyes had
13 minutes to mount a comeback. They
started to move the ball immediately
with plays like an 18-yard pass from
Frey to Edwards, o 10.yard run from
junior tailback Jaymes Bryant and a
10-vard reception by Ellis, However, on
Ellis’ catch, freshman fullback Scotty
Graham delivered o late block on the

play and was slapped with o 15yard
personal foul. So instend of having
first down on the MSU M4, the Bucks
were faced with third and 16 at the
Spartans’ 49

Cooper didn't argue the personal foul
call

“It was o good call,” the coach
shrugged, "It was o late hit.”

That was enough to stop the
Buckeyes' drive as Frey's third down
pass to Matlock fell incomplete

OSU had one more chance to come
back. Starting at the OSU nine-yard
line, Frey engineered a drive which

covered B6 yards and 12 plays in less
than five minutes, But the Bucks shot
themselves in the foot once more when
Frey's first-down pass from the nine
was intercepted in the end zone by
Reed

The Spartans simply ran out the
clock after that to preserve their 20:10
victory

Ohio State returns home on Nov., bito
host Wisconsin in Ohio Stadium. The
Badgers, winless this season and 96
losers to Purdue on Oct, 29, have
defented the Buckeyes three times in
the last four years

Posinge-free
toplrs evallable

515.956 519.95

Better get 'em before they’re gone

Are you a Scarlet & Gy
Buckeye Fan? Then dont miss
| ihe best chapiers ever wrilten

" about Ohlo State sporis momo-
rabilia. Try exclusive team plysi-
| clan, “Doc Duffee’s” colorful
review of the unforgettable Oblo
State football coach, Francis
Schmidi. These two best sellers
are not hard to find, All area
bookstores have them on display.
OSU fans can get coples ot the
Faweett Center Gift Shop or the OSU
Alumnl Store,

RO, Box 20012, Columbus, OH 43220
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Offense Returns Just In Time

Buckeyes Dispatch Spartans
33-23 To Keep Pace In Big Ten

By MARK REA

Nueckeye Sports Dulletin Managing Editor

Ohio State hos welcomed back it
offense just in time lor & two-game parlay
it hopes will propel it into an outright Bag
Ton championship
After getting well against conference
lowhights Indiana and Penn State, the
Buckeyes took on [ the
upper-schelon teams and dispatched
Michigan State 33-23 on a chilly af
noon Nov. 8 1n Ohio Stadium
The victory pushed OSU's conference
! and kept the team tied for

i lenpue's

record to 5.1
first place in the Big Ten with Purdu
and Michigan, the next two and final
opponents on the Buckeyes' 2003 sched
ule
While
Boilermakers were chalking up o 27.14
rer lowa. Meanwhile, the Spartans
ed from a virtunl firs ice tie all
the way to fith, one-half game behind

he Wolverines were idle,

Minnesota
WJust keep winning,” said OSU defen
sive end Will Smith hat's all
focused on right now, Just Keep winning.”
e Buckeyos also hold oul hepe of
l hampi-

ware

getting back into the national
anship race
We dont

BCS or anything

have any control over the
iko that,” said offensive
tackle Shane Ol *But we control our
own destiny as far as winning out and
winning the Big Ten, and that's all you
can ask (with two games remaining).”

After sputtering and stalling through
much of the first portion of the season,
the Ohio State offense has finally awak:
oned with 1,289 total vards in the last
three we Against the Spartans, OSU
wan goad for 395,

mixing in a balance ol

182
wir
Starting quarterback Craig Krenzel
subject of speculation en how much
he would play aler sufering a rib injury
and slight concussion a week before
against Penn State, led the Buckeyes'
offenxive attack by accounting for 246
totnl yards and throwing three touch
down panses

For the gamae,

2 an the ground and 213 through the

1

he completed 12 of 23

pa vards and also tacked on
another 33 yards on 14 hes. His per
formance earned him Big Bear Buchey
of the Week honors

It came after o mind quarterback con
troversy was stirred up by head coach
Jim Treasel, who intimated that backup
Scott McMullen would get meaningful
playing time in the wake of
half performance nge t
Lions that th
Buckeye

MeMullen did play, but not
end of the fourth quarter when t
come was no longer in much doubt

Krenzol said his performance aguin
Michigan State wasnt motivated by pos-
aibly baing replaced

'l was more motivated
because we haven't done
should h

wion

lenmively
s well ag we
We
know coming down the stretch here that
we're going to need to put some points on
the board

Krenzel picked out soven different
receivers for his 12 completions, three of
whom had 50 yards' worth of receptions
apiece. Tight end Ben Hartsock led the
Buckeyes with threo catches for 54 yarda
and o touchdown, while Nanker Santonio
Holmes grabbed o pair of receptions for
51 varde and n score

Sentor split end Michael Jenkins also

ve all year long,” he sad

SEND THE FTD® AUTUMN
NOVEMBER 27

tones ol red, orange and yellow

the Thanksgiving host or hostes

From $49.99

SPLENDOR®™ BOUQUET FOR
THANKSGIVING, THURSDAY,

Set the table with style
this Thanksgiving

A grand gilt of llowers in welcoming

Delivered in an elegant pedestal bowl

ol amber glass, it's a thoughtul gift lor

and lon !.l:lu!j. or friends anywhere

Blumen

¢ ¢ Reed Road at Henderson
FTOD 4\ .
451-1299
DA R ered T Transworld Delivery, Inc ™A Trademark ol
Fi i 2003 Florisis” Transworld I

F

Garten’

T L

KRENZEL COMES THROUGH — OSU quarterback Craig Krenzel (with
ball) responded to challenges for his starting job by tossing three touch-

down passes against Michigan State.

had two catches for 60 yards, while tight
ond Ryan Hamby caught a pair of balls
for 31 yards and had one of Krenzel's TD
!J.I"' [ )

The OSU offense also was
another 100-yard-plus game from junior
tailback Lydell Ross, who is running with
more authority each week. It is ne coinci
that the Buckoyes' offonse lag

helped by

a ol FAmos
After a slow start that included only
11 yards on six first-half carries, Ross
exploded in the second half and fnished
with 125 yards on 24 carries
While the offense wan

RELAXATION &
THERAPEUTIC

clicking oy

much of the day, the Ohio State defense
wound up ehasing another opponent that
all but gave up trying to run the ball in
favor of a spread offense and all-out pass
ing attack

Michigan State tried to rush only 17
times all day and had just 5 net yards to
sl for their efforts. OSU's No. 1
ranked rush defense had allowed only
450 yards this season, an average of just
416.0 yards per gami

That left Spartans QB Jeff Smoker in
the shotgun formation much of the day,
and he responded by completing 35 of 65
passes [or 361 yards and a r of Lauch
fownu. But Smoker threw a pair of inler
the first a costly red-zone pick

ception.

Lori Moses
Licensed Massage Therapist

* Full-body or Event Chair Massage®
* Swedish * Deep-Tissve * °

Located near-downtown Columbus-

(614) 4455674
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

that OSU

stratched their lead to.  ax did the ensuing onside kack try. two coaches had faced one another
ocond The Spartans got ono last posseasion before

ore at their own S-yard line with 132 left, The two were on opposite sidelines in

¢ Tyler Everett returned but the Buckeyes
ni sarly in the second guarter two touchdowns by taking the
That 1 \I helped turn the momentum of  half's opening possession for &

he game in OSU's favor since thi Krenzel softened up the Spartans’ but Smoker threw incomplete three 893 Division I-AA semifinal playoff
Buckeyea trailed 7-3 at the time and de wy completing a 20-yard pe to tmes and Anderson sealed the victory for  game when Tressel's Youngstown State
ashed that turnover inte a touchdown of Jenkins an the first play and then finding the Buckeyes with a fourth-down sack team defoated Smith's Idaho team, 35-16
their own Roy Hall for 18 yards on the next play YSU went on to win the Division [-AA
Twelve different Michigan State play After that, it was practically all Ross Game Notes national title that year, the Penguing
ors grabbed o t one receplion in the as the OSU tailback earried on the noext Tressel notched his 30th victory as ) of four championships under
gnme, including slot receiver Agim five plays in succession, piling up 31 head coach of the Buckeyes, achisving
Shabaj, who had nine catehas for 78 yards. On second-and-goal, Krenzel that mark in just his 36th game and for touch
vards and a touchdown faked to Ross and pitched n 2-yard toss to making him the {astest to 30 wing in up by Ohi
Qhin Su was lod on defense by Hamby, who scored to make it 24-10 for school history
or Ro o Reynolds, who was some the Buckeyes I'he previous mark had been held by Thi nent to take o kickofl
nies the Iy linel er in pets that fea But no sooner had OSU settled into n Earle Bruce (1979:87), who took 37 back all the way was Larry Jackson, whi

tured up to six defensive backs. Reynolds omfort zone than Michigan State gamen to capture 30 win returned one 93 yvards for Michigan Stat
made 10 tackles, including one for loas inswered immediately. Junior return Only four other conches have ever won in 1984

man DeAndra Cabb took Nugent's KickofT on the Ohio Stat

1 pressured ham relenthe and sprinted 93 yards to the opposite en sideline. They

he MSLU quarte LI nck only I zone, gqui kly cutting his team's deficit in 1913-28). |~'|.,1..l:

ott nnd ]|r|| Anderson half with 11:30 still remaining in the 401 W ody IE| 0

thard qu

I'he Buckeyes chased S ns many o

The Buckeyes won that game in East

Lansing, &
Osu
nd of its own [

un’t have o kickoff return
touchdown since Michael
100 yards agunst
i

Jarrion

wcks among Lhewr combnned nin

endnnce at the gane was

d at 105,1 nd«lnryge

Not-So-Good Start

: ame at O
thi o8 a game i
tate | hand
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Extra Motivation Or Not, Krenzel Delivers

Whether directly or indirectly, Craig
Krenzel had seen his manhood and alnl
challenged
suffering through o forgettable
day against Penn State a day that
included o slight concussion Kronzel
was informed midweek that backup

ition
Altor

Scott McMullen, who played hero
against the Nittany Lions, was basical-
ly guaranteed playing time against

Michigan State

Like any competitor, Krenzel
the challenge and ran with it

He put together one of his best days
of the season, leading the Buckeyes to
34 points and lnishiog 12 of 23 for 214
yards and three TDs

‘1 wasn't motivated by
roplaced,” Krenzel
that Scott needed

took

Deing
snying
playing

said. “Coach

somoe L
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INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

didn't bother me at all, | can only con.
trol the things that | ean control, That
includes what 1 can do to put the team
in the best position to score points and
win football games.”

Kronzel re nded to calls for his job
both from [actions of the medin and the

OSU-loving public, by playing a con
trolled, cool-hended game
In addition to his passing, he scram-

bled for 33 yards uul picked up three
koy first downs with his foet

The one accessory that
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He nleo did a better job of checking
down through his progressions and hit
ting secondary recelvers

*We stayed poised, and Craig stayed
calm and thought about what he had to
do,” tight end Ryan Hamby said “He
stayed within the game plan and did o
great job."

Krenzel helped the Buckeyes amass
their highest offensive output in Ohio
Stadium this year J95 yards

Heo got rolling with three touchdown
poasses on three conseculive asories,
spanning the second and third quarters

Not bad for a guy who days earlier
wiag on the verge of being run
town by the what-have-you-de

out of

me-lately residents of the Buckeye
nation

*He's under o tremendous amount of
pressuro,” snid tight end Ben Hartsock

who led OSU with three catchos for 64

vards and n score. "But he weleomos
that, and he's dealt with it extremely
will. A lot of people would have buckled
under this kind of preasure where you

Ko out and maybe don't have the kind of
game you're hoping for, bul then he was

able to bounce back and have n huge
day.”

O5U tenacity through the air nand
Krenzel's resourceflulness didn't come na
much of a surprise to Michigan State

‘OsU championghip team for a

ROSS ROLLS ALONG — It took a little time to get going, but OSU tail-
back Lydell Ross (30) picked up his third straight 100-yard rushing game
against Michigan State, finishing with 125 yards,

DINNER SPECIALS
EVERY NIGHT
5:30 - 8 PN

A\RADKE

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

WEEKENDS DINNER TILL 1AM
BRING YOUR FRIENDS FOR AN
UNFORGETTABLE BIRTHDAY PARTY

OR WHATEVER ELSE?

161 and 71 Across from Giant Eagle
5900 Roche Dr. 614,431.3333

restaurant

[Italli .anﬂ sushi bar I
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renson MSU kick
roturner DeAndra Cobb gaid, "We had o
hard time executing. Our
omew here olse, Ohio State played out
tanding and took all the momentum

arnerback and

mind was

These Guys Are Tight

Two of Krenzel's three touchdowns
went Lo tight ends, o group that had
sl a lot thi
held out of the end 2on

yenr but one

boen targe
that had boen
lor the moast part

Hartsock grabbed a touchdown on an
underneath crossing roule whila
Hamby ran free along the back of the
end zone and latched on to a Kreneel
rocket in the third quarter

They've done an outstanding job,
both of them,” Kronzel said
oming into his senjor year, want
i lot botter and he took thi
fuim r o learn the protec
jons and trving o understand the
chemo of things and what we're trying
to do, It's definitaly paid off for him in
terms of knowing where to be and when

Jon on

gock chuckled when aeked about
t he and Hamby pro

the security blank
vided the offense

“Wao both smid it
omething must be going on,”
“Thot doesn't usually

i i good day for tight
enda, so
Hartsock smd
happen

The senior tight end said he wasn't
the intended Largel on his scoring grab
in the nght place at the right
time and took ndvantage of n Michigan
Stats defensive lapse

*l was tiving to pull the corner down
{ the but the
cornor dropped with him anyway. | got
the ball in the field,” Hartsock
endd. “That's the first time 've ever had
Lo run with the ball
Hamby grabbed his third touchdown
he to the

DUt wias

oll one Lwin receivera),

attention

ol L onr nank

ward

mnder

keep

| hope they vorrying about
hir Hamby chuckled. "I'll take that
play every time. Hen and | were open a
of timea each and Craig lound
Holmes Sweet Holmes
Since the loss of Drew Carter to n

* [ountitul platiers of immigrant
southern ialian speciaiiey

« Cocktails lor loasting and
Boasting

* Linigue banauel facililies
* Lany renervalions
+ Convenken Lake-oul

* Floaitie houry

DowNTOWN
343 North Front Streetl
, Columbus, OH 43212
& 621-EATS

W, (614) 621-3287

« Al EAVATIONS ACCEPT

www, bucadibeppo.com

Originally Published: Nov. 15, 2003

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE : ]

knee injury, redshirt freshman fanker
Santonio Holmes has stepped up big
time, grabbing 19 passes for 282 vards
in the last three games
scored o touchdown

gan State to put the Buckeyes up
77, ouyumping & Spartans deflender
for the ball and brenking a tackle before
hitting the and zone

‘Santomo made a great play on
that,” Krenzel said. "We were running a
lot of skinny posta and were [avoring
Mike Jenkins') mide n little bit. That's
what made us side. |
tried to put it in 4 place wheore only he
could get It. Santonio s o kid that can
mnake big plays, and he dealt with pass
interference 1 groeat cateh and
did a great job getting the ball into the
end zone,”

Holmea said the plan was

against

Ko to Santonio's

tmple
go get the ball and make something
happen

“It wans G5 Will
finished with a pair of grabs flor
I got on tap of the DB and broke
route. The

me Lo jump up and

snid Holmas, whe
51
vards
in on the
thrown short for
eatch it, and that's exactly what I did. 1
Kot it to the end zone."

Hartsock marveled st the progress
Holmes has made in a short time

“He's really picked it up,” the semor
sand, “He's a mature kid, a kid who real
ly wants to do well but was behind n lot
He made plays in camp and
really needed a chance. That
chance has come and he's run with 1t
Santonio {8 a great weapon for us to

post ball wa

of guys
Jll'-!

have."

Answering The Questions
After seintillating and not-s
lating oflensive performances against
Indiana and Penn State, reapectivoly,
the Buckeyes were really going to be

teated by Mich

acintil

an olate

e Spartans came into the game
lending the Big Ten in sacks and were
leagua's top four team
MSU got three mor

on total to 38 but

among the

the run

ainat
sacka to bring

urds on the ground

Lo pul uf
ilternoons ol
’ y

gave up preci
The Buckoeyes wara able

one of their most balanced

the season, rushing lor yards an

WORTHINGTON
60 East Wilson Bridge Rd.
Worthington, OH 43085
848-VINO ‘
(614) 848-8466
D ALL THE TIME "L

throwing for 213

T'hey did it by getting physical

O8SU had throo scoring drive
plays or more and had a crucial one to
atart the third quarter

Clinging to o 17-10 hinlftime lead, the
Buckoyes oponed the third quarter at
thair own 20

Krenzel tossed two completions
before Lydell Ross, who finished with
125 yards and posted his third straight
100-yard rushing day, went to work. He
goined 31 yards on four carries before
boing stopped for no gain at the MSU 2

That's when Krenzel found Hamby
for the score to put OSU up 24-10, the
fourth time this year Ohio State has

apened the second hall with a score

“I think we were well-rounded and
moved the ball up and de
said. "We were nble te 1 e play
action pass and push the ball doewn thi
field other times. There wer
instances whero we had opportunities
to put more points on the board and it

Harwock

a couple

was a dropped pass here or an over
throw there.”

Roas ganined 114 of his yards after
intermission and creédited a team effort
for his production

“We're doing our job o lot better,” the
junior tailback said. "Our confidence i»
a lot better and we're getting on people
and staying on them

“Wa changed it up a little bit, ran
some things a bit differently. We got
together at the half and wanted to have
1 big game running the ball

The grunta up front were a different
second 30 minutes, too
Ross and allowing

unit in the
apening holes [or

Krenzel plenty of time to pick out lis
recoivers

“We had o couple of long drives”
sonior offensive tackle Shane Oliven
vald, "We did a lot of positive things, put
ome points on the board

"We've stopped pressing and said,
'Lots go out and enjoy the last few
weeks and let the game come to us' |
have one game left in the Horseshoo
My emotions
and sometimes

somotimes work lor me
I love thi
imetimes you just

gainet mae
game &6 much and
have to ahow a little emotion.”

Kronzel was sacked just once alter
hialitime

"We didn't run as
field,” Hartaock explained
a row on that

much empty back
Thoy jot ua
It yust
{ executing and the
ook it upon them
and they did.”

a couple times i

Kot down Lo a point
[uys up fror

8 Lo execule batter

Leftovers

e OSU stayod perfoct
year while the Spartans lost
time in f

at home this
for the first
¢ road contest

196 total vards was Ohio
wang ol the yenar,

State

necond-boeat

behind only the 603 put up against

Indiana Oct. 25

¢ Mike Nugent's 44-yard field goal in
the first quarter waa the first time an
opponent had scored in the
itangn against the Hll.ll[;lll.\ thin sea

apening

il ]
* Hoas'

ib-yard fourth-quarter run
was OSU's longest of the season, eclips
Ing o palr J3-yarders earlier this year

one by Ross and the othoer by Maurice

Start game day off right—with
a Buckeye Brunch at Oxley's

F i ,L
* Daocg open at 7 e.m. mmja:#
nlomato, pleass Eal(61) 292

]
¥

2400 Olentangy River Road

Come to Oxley’s Restaurant
at the Fawcatt Contor befora
overy home football game and
enjoy our spacial pra-game
Buckeye Brunch. There's
somathing for everyone—Irom
traditional breakfast cuisine
and spocialty pastries o a
solection of desserts. It’s a short
walk to the stadium, and plenty

of parking is avadable

Only $12 for adults {includes
beveragel: $6 for children
agos 5 and undor
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Defense
Adjusts
To MSU
Attack

As defonxive b meh
atate in 2000, tonio wa
{freshman quarterback for the Spartans
by the name of Jell Smoker get the bet
tor of hus unit on some

Now Ohio State's defensive coordina
tor, Dantonio watched Smoker aling the
ball around again @ wt his
only this time it coun

Smoker had an
attempts against the Buckeyes, ¢
ing 36 passes for 351 yard

The bulk of that pro lu
tho first half, wi Sr
26 of 37 posscs

Under a watch, the
Buckeyes have ossentinlly shut down
any sproad offense they have faced the
yaurs. Smokoer and the
Spartans were moving the ball early,
though

Ity n wvery

at Michigan

defense,

MSU-record 55

omplet-

i came in

seted on

past three

woll-designed attack,’
Dantonio said. "And if you have
who can pull the trigger and make
things ppen like he can, it's going to
mnke everybody (on the offense) a good
player on that field.”

Slot back Agim Shabaj had nine
recaptions in the first hall for 78 yards,
incloding a 22-yard touchdown in the
first quarter when he was as undetected
in the OSU secondary as any receiver

an be. Eric Knott, Jaren Hayes and
latt Trannon all had three grabs apiece
in the first half
That was the
while that’s
BgninEl u in

a guy

first team probably in
played very elfectivaly
that type of offense,”

WHERE THERE'S SMOKER THERE'S FIRE = Michigan State quarterback Jeff Smoker (9) had a successful
day throwing the ball against OSU, putting up 351 yards, but went home with a loss,

Operating primarily out ol an empty

INSIDE THE DEFENSE (i1 T Spirians had sero e
WIth in the first
Eric Loughry

yards rushing on 10 carries
half and finished with just 5
gamae

“I don't think they thought they could
run against us in n conventional type
way,” Dantonio said, *And that's why we

yards in the

Dantonio said. "And we have to go back  had a lot of the success we had.”
and rethink some things, We missed The Spart s hurt Ohio State with
some tackles (in the first hall), which is underneath routes and screens, and with

uncharacteristic.” OSU missing firat tac l]: and allowing

2. 32MNP ANNIVERSARY SAI.E

4 DAYS ONLY

SDAY NOVEMBER 13”' thru SUNDAY NOVEMBE

PACKAGES
BUY BOARD,
BINDINGS & BOOTS

TAKE 15% OFF
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15% OFF SKI TUNING SUPPLIES

offonse

yards after the cateh, the Michigan State
was running downhill

"I think they ran seven screons in the
first hall® Dantonio said. “So they were
screening us and doing difforent things
They made the game complex, that’s for
sure.”

The OSU defense didn't panie,
though. In fact, they weren't totally sur
prised by the success of Smoker's pass
I];'_' :‘.H [.l':i'

We knew coming
arly on they'd complete
might have a Hittle

andjusted exactly to what they're

FTicKETS 4
3l |05U FOOTBALL

ALL GAMES IN STOCK
Call, Stop In or Visit

www.bluechi_ptickets.com

P
m Ch

out that probably
ome balle and

osn until we gol

We Also Buy Unwanted Tickets

2941 Kenny RA, (Ao 09 Lo

614-451-1122 * 800-933-1113

LR Sy T ey e L
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linebacker AJ. Hawk said. *They have a
good offense, They have n good schieme, |
think Smoker really knows how to run
i

It's oasior for Smoker to opurate, of
course, when he has time in the pocket.
0OSU had limited prossure in the first
half, allowing the quarterback to run
through his many eptions,

“We felt we weren't really gotting
prossure on him at the beginning of the
game, and we felt that individually we
had to step our game up and help out the
secondary,” defensive end Will Smith
suid

Turning Point

One of the few times the Buckeyes
waore able to put pressure on Smoker in
the first half led to a game-changing
play.

Loading 7-3 early in the second quar-
ter, MSU was threatening to add to its
lead, Operating at the OSU 18, Smoker
folt heat from a hard-rushing Smith and
hurried o pass intended for Trannon
The ball was intercepted by Tyler
Everett at the OSU 6 and returped 66
yards down the right sideline to the
Spartan 28

OSU eapitalized on the turnover, tak-
ing a 10-7 load with its first touchdown
of the alterncon

Instead of possibly trailing 14-3, the
Buckeyes were able to take a lead they
would never relinquish

“That's a l4-point swing, so that’s a
huge play," Dantonio said. “I'd say the
play of the gnme.”

The Spartans never recovered [rom
the deflating turnaover.

"Whenever there's a 70-yard flop on a
turnover like there was there, that's
huge,” OSU conch Jim Tressel maid.
“Emotionally, it takes a lot out of the per-
son that has that problem and obviously
that was huge in the game.”

Everott worked in when OSU used its
dime package with six defensive backs
He has played primarily on special
toams the last two seasons but came up
big when called on

“That was a big momentum swing flor
us,” Hawk said. *It got our offense going.
It got everyone going, 1 think.”

Originally Published: Nov. 15, 2003
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In u similar situation last season, the
then-freshman had an interception late
against Washington State to thwart any
shot of a comeback by the Cougars

“Wa went with him a little bit today
because he's got a little bit more experi:
ence with that type of passing game,”
Dantonio said of Everett, who added a
career-high five tackles. He had just six
stops all season prior to the game

Stopping MSU On A Dime

The Buckeyes had some success
omploying the dime package in the first
half but used it even more in the second
half, limiting the Spartans to just 91
total yards after halltime.

“We decided to play a little bit more
dime — having six defensive backs in the
game — because they spread us out,”
Dantonio said. *I think that helped. We
played a little bit of that early, had some
succeas with it, but we extended the
package in the second half a little bit so
there were more options to eall

"I think our players did a great job
adjusting to that situation, adjusting to
the speed of the game a little bit
Sometimes you play an offense like this,
I think it a little bit like an option
offense. You have Lo get used to it a little
hit. It just took us awhile to get used to
it, I guess.”

The Buckeyes were able to get more
pressure on Smoker in the second half,
too. He was sacked twice and knocked
down on countless other oceasions,

Buckeye
Choose From 108 Models

24986 Scarborough Square
Columbus, OH 43232

614-322-2233
Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 8 pm

© Full Line of Cues
© Game Tubles

© Poker Tables

BB © 43 Years Expert nstallation

| Experience

| © Free Delivery in Central Ohio

Shabaj didn't catch another pass after
his busy first half.

“I think we hit him a little bit more in
the wmecond half,® Dantonie said of
Smoker. "Wa sent pressure, but when
you send pressure, you're giving up
something else. And he got it ofl. He was
very quick. We couldn't get there in some
of those situations, We did a little better
job the second half.”

There were no major adjustments at
the half, according to the OSU defensive
coordinator, Besides more relinnce on
the dime package, there had to be more
pressure,

“Wo switched up our calls a little bit,
mayba tried to do little different things,
tried to get ta him,” Hawk said. “Because
sometimes when he sits back there and
has a lot of time to throw, of course, (he)
just picks teams apart.,

*So we changed little things up here
and there, but it was just about getting
to him and affecting the quarterback.”

With OSU in the lead, Dantonio sim-
ply wanted to keep the Spartans offense
in front of his defense

“Whan we got ahead, | didn't want to
give up anything long,” he said, "And we
did pressure (Smoker) a couple of times
And when we did pressure him in the
second half, we hit him.”

Offense Finally Helps Out

For most of the last two seasons, the
burden of wins fell largely on the
Buckeyes' defensive unit while the

0.5.U.
LIGKARED PRASUETE

Billiards

www, buckeyabllliards.com

Buckeyeblilliards @ aol.com

offense plodded along, providing juast
enough points

With the offense hitting its stride
after halftime againat the Spartans, the
defense was provided a less strenuous
day than usual

“Our offense played very well, |
thought, controlled the game, contralled
the complete tempo of the game the sec-
ond hall,” Dantonio snid. “We weren’t on
the field as much, which I think allowed
u# to be the winning team today.”

The down time was particularly help-
ful for the defense given the spread
offense the Buckeyes were up against

“Our offense was unbeliovable,”
Hawk said. “They played so well and
drove the ball the whole game. That gave
our defense n rest. We get to come out
there and just have fun, try and make
plays.”

In addition to getting more help from
the offense, the OSU defense nfforded ita
offense more chances with opportunistic
play.

The Spartans entered their match-up
with the Buckeyes leading the Big Ten in
turnover margin with a plus-16, a mark
that also was second in the nation

Evorett's second-quarter INT couplod
with Donte Whitner's first carcer pick,
which same in the fourth quarter, gave
Smoker two intarceptions to OSU quar.
terback Craig Krenzel's one, allowing
the Buckeyes to come out on top in the
turnover depurtment

*That's huge,” Tressel asmid
“Turnovers are the key to everything "

Sun 12 - 6pm

E-mall:
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 33, Michigan State 23

Nov. 8, 2003 — Ohlo Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo

1 2 3 4

7 3 7 [ -
OHID STATE 3 14 w0 L] - 33
First Quarter

MSU — Shabay, 22 yard pass from Smoker (Rayner kick), 8:21; 7
plays, 95 yords, 3:36 TOP,

08U — Nugent, 44 yard Neld o, 2:20; 10 plays, 52 yards, 3:57
TOR,
Second Quarter

08U — Hartsock, 17 yard pass from Krenzel (Nugent kick), 10:53; §
plays, 28 yards, 2.44 TOP.

OSU — Holmos, 37 yard pass from Krenzel (Nugent kick), 6:28; 3 Uy
plays, 60 yiids, 0:54 TOP. e e

MSU — Ranyner, 48 yard fleld goal, 3:43; B plays, 51 yards, 31:08 1o !."::‘i;""""—'J\

TOPR
Third Quarter

08U — Hamby, 2 yard pass rom Kraneo! (Nugent kick), 11:42; 8 plays. BO yards, 3:18 TOP

MSU - Cobb, 93 yard kickof! return (Rayner kick), 11:30

08U — Nugent, 24 yard Nald goal, 6:14; 11 ploys, 72 yaras, 5:13 TOP,
Fourth Quarter

08U =~ Nugent, 42 yard fleld goal, 12:57; 10 plays, 55 yards, 3:25 TOP.

08U — Nugent, 18 yard Neid goal, 5:18; B plays, 50 yards, 4:34 TOP.

MBU — Alexnndar, 19 yard pass from Smoker (pass falled), 3:21; 8 plays, 63 yards, 1:4D TOP.
Att, = 108,104
Weather — 37 degrees, partly cloudy, wind 13-21 MPH NE

Team Statistics

msu osu
First Downs 20 23
Rushing 4 1
Parsing 18 L]
Penaity 1 3
Fushos Yards irh 49182
Passlng Yaids 73 213
Passes (Att-Comp.int.) 56-36-2 24121
Otferwive Plays 73 T3
Total Nel Yards 78 395
Third Down Efficlency 116 @12
Fourth Down Efficlency 03
Punty 43718 4308
Fumblos Lost 50 00
Panaltios 1289 214
Time of Possession 26:04 33:86

Individual Statistics

RUSHING [Att.-Net Ydu.) = MSU: Teague 514; Snabaj 1.5; Hoyos 445); Smoker T40). OSU: Ross
24.125; Wrenzel 14.33; Joo 628, Guilford 3{-1); Team 2{.3),

PASSING (Att-Compnt Yds, TD) — MSU; Smoker 55-352.351.2; A Aesander 1:1022:0, OSU:
Wongel 2312-1.213:3; McMutien 10000,

RECEIVING (Rec.-Ydn.) — MSU; Shabaj D-78: AAlexander 347, Knott 436, Teague 4.33; Trannon
&19; Hayes 331, K.Brown 223; J).Scott 212, Kavanaght 147, Smoker 1.22; Randall 1-19; Cobib 1.6
DSU: Mortsock 354! Holmes 251, Jenking 2.50; Hamby 2.31; RHail 1:18; Gamble 1.7; Joe 12

PUNTING (No.-Avig-Longg) — MSU; Floids 3-36.3.50; Rayner 141 041, OSU: Sander 439.547,

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds,) — MSU: Shabiy 36 Team 1.0, 08U Jenking 1.12

KICKOFF RETURNS (No,-Yds.) — MSU: Cobb 5167, Simon 1-18; Harmon 1:11. OSU: T.5mith 2.34;
Jonking 1-8.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — MSU; None. 0SU: None.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.Yds.) — MSU: Maples 1:11. 0SU: Everett 166, Whitner 1-7

SACKS — MSU: Dukes 1.7, Labinjo 1.5; Taplin 1.2, 08U: Scoft 1.9; Anderson 14

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.Yds,) = MSU: Labinjo 1.58; 5. Mitchell 1.5.5; Dukes 1-7; Taplin 12 08U
Seott 1.9 Reynolds 14, Anderson 14, W.Smith 1-3.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.Tot.) — MSU: 5 Michell 7.7-14; Stanley 46-10; Taplin 538, Harmon 34T,
Wate 2-5.7; Dukns 3.3.6; Askew 2.40; Mapies 2.3.5; Labinjo 2:2+4; Pagg 21-3; Bamett 2-1.3, Cooper
112; Resmussen 1-1.2; Rysn 1.0-1; A Alexander 1.0-1; Trannon 10-1: Stanton 1.0-1; Simon 0.1
08U; Reynolds 8-2-10; Howk 3+4-7; Fox 4-28; Gamble 4-2.6; Satley 4-1-5; Wnitner 3-2.6; Everent 325,
Scott 2-3.5: Allen 224; Anderson 1:34; W.Smith 1.34; Pagac Ji. 1-2-3; Fraser 0-33; Carpenter 1-1-2;
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PLAYERS IN THE GAME — MICHIGAN STATE: Offense, Trannon, Wheeler, Tate, Morris, Hadker,
Stewart, Knott, A Aloxander, Shabej, Smoker, Toague, Rmyner, Dofense, Taplin, Askew, Rasmussen,
Dukes, Stankey, Labinjo, 5Michel, Bamett, Harmon, Ware, Maples, Floids. Raserves, K.Drown,
Stanton, Simon, Gobb, C.Alexander, McLaunn, Cooper, Doyle, Hayes, ) Scott, Flagg, Dortch, Goebel,
Corey, Beitnick, Herron, Wedlow, Ryan, Petterson, Nietniski, Whitticker, Rondall, Kavenagnt, Walters,
Mullinder, Vickorson, OHID STATE: Defonse, Fraser. Scotl, Anderson, W.Smith, Mawk, Pagac Jr,
Reynolds, Fox, Gamble, Salley, Alien, Sander. Offense, Jenking, Sims, Cinrke, Mangold, Stepanovich,
Diivea, Hartsock, Hoimes, Gamble, Krenzel, Ross, Nugent, Reserves, Chiidioss, Guilford, D'Androa,
Everett, Wnitngr, T.Smith, McMullen, Maore, Youboty, Mitchell, Harey, DeModa, Joo, Matihews,
Catpenter, Datish, Kudla, Brodiey, Androws, Olds, Narman, Bishop, Hamby, R.Hal, Arden, Holling, White,
Pilcock. Blond, Groeh, Pattaison. Panton, Richardson
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 33, Michigan State 23

05U head coach Jim Tressel's assessment
of the game: “Our Kids played extramely hard
and played against a vary good football team
In Michigan State. | thought we saw improve-
ment as the game went on, which was a key
to the win,”

Michigan State head coach John L. Smith's
nasossmont of the game: “We got beal by a
real good team today. They're big and physi-
cal, They're not tha defending national cham-
plons for nothing. | give our guys credit,
though. I'm proud of how hard they played.”

MSU offensive guard Paul Harker on the
team's 12 pénaltios in the game for B9 yards:
“You have to glve credit to Ohio State’s fans
for making sure we could not hear, But we
waore so upset with ourselves. We were stop-
ping ourselves (with those) penaities. We
could have dona so much more than we actu-
ally did."

05U linebacker Bobby Carpenter on pros-
suring Michigan State QB Jef! Smoker more
I the second hall: “It roally feels groat Know-
Ing that we were able to putl pressurs on him
because he's a great guarterback. But they
also run the ball very well, so our maln focus
coming inte today's game was to shut down
their running game so we could focus on thelr
passing ottack.”

Smith on Michigan State's Inability to run
the ball: “You're playing against one of the
bast defensas in the country out there. The)
have some good guys — not everything you
try I8 golng to work, For us to be the toam we
want to be, we have to rush the ball, But we
waren't going to heat these guys today run

had this week in practice, but as the
fame wore on, | felt strongor. It feels
good to get over 100 yards today.
Hopofully, | ean continua to run over
100 during the next two games.”

MSU defensive back Robert Flagy
on Ross' performance: “Ohle State
didn't do anything different In the
sucond half. They just came at us and
weo weren't ready. Ross was outstand-
ing:, He ran like a true champlion. We
couldn't penetrate the gaps and we
couldn't bring him down. That's a
good team over thare,”

0SU tight end Ben Hartsock on
Lydall Rosa’ incressed production:
“Heo's crosted the hill. | think he's got
ten a lol better. He's running with more
confidence. He's hitting holes faster,
and he's not dancing as much, | think
the coaches were roally starting to
stroas ithat If thera's not a hole, go
ahead and make one yoursell. He's
roally taken it upon himsalf to make
holes when there aren't any,”

0OSU flanker Santonio Holmes on
the offensive production: “I think |
everyone on this team is very focused
right now, The guarterbacks are mak- |
Ing plays, our running game |8 doing
great and the defense is playing wall,
This win gives us a lot of momentum
heading into the last two games.”

08U guarterback Craly Mrenzel on
whether his 213.yard, three-touchdown |
passing performance was o redemp- [

ning the baill"”

tion game for nim: “I don't think so. I'm
Just happy that | was able to contribute

SBmoker on his second-quarter pass that
was Iimtercepted and returned 66 yards by
0SU safoty Tylor Everett: "I wish | could have
that one back. | didn't step into the throw and

STRETCHING IT OUT — 08U sophomore wideout Santonio
Holmes has become a big-play man for the Buckeyes since the
team lost senior Drew Carter to a knee injury. Holmes caught
two passes and scored one touchdown against Michigan State.

and that we walked away from this
gamo with a win, Wins are tough to
come by In the Big Ten this Uime of
yaar"

| was about to get hit. | should have thrown it
out of bounds and over the receiver's head.”

MSU receiver Agim Shabaj on Everett's intercep-
tlon: “That play was huge, We were up 7-3 at that

point. If we score, it's 14-3 or st least 10-3. We that.”

polnt In the game: “You're playing against one of
the best defensos in the country. You think every-
thing is going to work for you? There wore chances
in there for us. You can’'t ask for any more than

05U offensive tackie Shane Olivea on Krenzel's
up-and-down soason: “After the frst game, people
wanted him for the Helsman. After the second
game, people wanted to run him out of town. But
Craig's a levolheadod guy,”

soore there and it might be o totally different
game.”

Smith on whether the interception was a turning

08U tallback Lydell Ross on his slow start of just
11 first-hall yards but strong finlsh of 125 yards for
the game: "l was a little dinged up from a stinger |

Trossol with the last word on the quarterback sit-
uation: "Waell, | think there's no guestion whi our
starting quarterback Is.”
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Clutch Pass Gives
OSU Victory In
Physical Battle

By JEFF SVOBODA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Sometimes, the gap between elation and despair can be
as little as one point.

After No. 14 Ohio State and No. 20 Michigan State traded
body blows for three hours and 12 minutes Sept. 29, the
scoreboard had the Buckeyes holding a 17-16 victory.

Battered and bruised after a game that had enough hard
hits and excellent defense to extend the stereotype about Big
Ten football for another year or two, the Spartans trudged off
their home turf slowly and dejectedly.

On the other side of the field, the Ohio State players
followed the postgame prayer with an excited jaunt to the
northeast corner of the stadium to sing “Carmen Ohio” with
the fans and the marching band.

Behind them, head coach
Urban Meyer practically skipped
across the Spartan Stadium
grass, pumping his fist after rac-
ing onto the field at the final gun
to embrace quarterback Braxton
Miller.

The Buckeyes had survived
the battle and earned the spoils
that come with it.

“It's going to make a lot of
people less hurt tomorrow,” OSU
center Corey Linsley said with
a smile and a chuckle. “Just the
level of enthusiasm we all have
right now, that locker room was
crazy afterward. It's real satisfy-
ing.”

And no one appeared to
be more satisfied than Meyer.
Retired coaches don’t get the feel-
ing he got on the perfect autumn
afternoon in East Lansing — the
chance to prowl a sideline against
a ranked team in their building
with 70 players at his back for
three roller-coaster, gut-wrench-
ing hours, and then the combina-
tion of relief, excitement and sat-
isfaction that comes when victory
is finally clinched.

SONNY BROCKWAY PHOTOS
CAUSE AND EFFECT - Ohio State sophomore
Devin Smith (15, above) caught a 63-yard touch-
down pass in the third quarter at Michigan State
that gave Urban Meyer (right) his first Big Ten
win, a 17-16 victory over the Spartans.

With that in mind, this type of win seemed to be exactly
what Meyer was missing when he was skipping from college
town to college town last season as a television analyst. To
have gone through it and emerged with a 5-0 football team
put Meyer on an obvious high as he walked into the post-
game press conference with wife Shelley and son Nate.

“That was a great game,” Meyer said. “This ranks as one
of the great ones. I've been very lucky to be around great
players and great teams. This ranks as one of the top wins.
This was fantastic.”

It wasn’t just the fact that the Buckeyes had emerged with
the win but the way they did it that left their head coach so
fulfilled.

On this day, scores across the country ballooned. The
leading example was West Virginia's 70-63 home win against
Baylor in the Mountaineers’ Big 12 debut, but the trend
was clear across the country. Up the road from Columbus,
Miami (Ohio) beat Akron, 56-49, while No. 5 Georgia beat
Tennessee, 51-44, and 12th-ranked Texas edged Oklahoma
State by a 41-36 margin.

In all, seven Football Bowl Subdivision schools posted at
least 40 points and still lost.

Even in the Big Ten, every other winning team on the day
posted at least 30 points, with Northwestern setting a school
record for total yards during a 44-29 win vs. Indiana and Purdue
racing to a 5141 victory against nonleague foe Marshall.

Continued On Page 8
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BN opinion VN
Miller Proved His Toughness At Michigan State

You can complain about Braxton Miller’'s
mentality as a run-first quarterback. You can
criticize his throwing mechanics. You can
even find fault with some of his decision-mak-
ing.
But you had better never, ever question
the kid’s guts.

Miller’s intestinal fortitude was never more
on display than when he led Ohio State to a
pressure-packed 17-16 victory Sept. 29 over a
hard-hitting Michigan State team that some
would say pushed the boundaries of clean,
hard tackle football.

Just like the guy who keeps coming off the
mat to win a heavyweight bout, Miller sucked
it up and finally delivered the knockout blow.
There was a reason Urban Meyer immediately
went to his quarterback after the clock finally
reached 0:00, leaving Michigan State head
coach Mark Dantonio to wait a few extra sec-
onds for his postgame handshake. Meyer was
the beneficiary of one of the grittiest, gutsiest
performances delivered by an Ohio State foot-
ball player in quite some time.

Miller ran the ball 23 times against the
Spartans, threw it 23 more and absorbed an
inordinate amount of punishment countless
other times. And he just kept coming.

He was first subjected to Michigan State
aggression during the opening drive of the
game after making a couple of veteran defend-
ers look silly.

On the first play of the contest, Miller faked
a handoff to tailback Jordan Hall before danc-
ing his way to a 20-yard gain. Two plays later,
the OSU quarterback squirted away from
senior nose tackle Anthony Rashad White,
who wound up grabbing at nothing but air.

Two plays after that, Miller started to run
to his right before reversing himself, leaving
several Michigan State defenders in the dust
before he was pelted out of bounds by strong
safety Isaiah Lewis.

Lewis was hit with a 15-yard personal foul,
but Miller stayed on the ground for several
minutes after banging his head against a big
equipment locker. Backup Kenny Guiton fin-
ished off the touchdown drive with three
straight handoffs to Hall, but Miller was back
in the huddle on the Buckeyes’ next posses-
sion, showing no worse for the wear. He even
completed a couple of quick flips to Corey
“Philly” Brown — appearing to purposely work
plays into Lewis” area — before picking up a
first down on a sweep around left end that
netted 7 yards.

Miller continued to poke and prod the
Spartans, who tried a variety of ways to bring
down the elusive sophomore including some
that seemed to occur well after the whistle
had blown.

And still the sophomore kept coming —
almost to the point of embarrassing the MSU
defense.

With the Buckeyes protecting a 17-13 lead,
an illegal block on a punt return had pinned
them back at their own 15 at the 14:46 mark
of the fourth quarter. Michigan State dialed
up a blitz, and pressure from defensive end
William Gholston and linebacker Denicos
Allen appeared to have Miller corralled around
his own 7 for a critical sack.

Somehow, though, Miller escaped the
clutches of both defenders and managed to
flip a short pass to Brown, who then turned
the broken play into a 24-yard gain.

Five plays later, when Miller escaped the
pocket on a third-and-6 from the MSU 46, the
quarterback was on his way to a firstdown
run and the Buckeyes appeared ready to
salt away the victory. But as Miller tried to
squeeze between safety R] Williamson and
linebacker Max Bullough, the QB stumbled

and his left knee crashed into the Spartan
Stadium turf.

Miller stayed on the ground for several
minutes as head trainer Doug Calland and
team physician Dr. Chris Kaeding examined
his knee. Finally, Miller got to a seated posi-
tion before he was able to stand and walk a
few feet to the sideline under his own power.
As Calland and Kaeding continued to ask him
questions about how he felt, Miller, whose
face had by now tightened into a painful gri-
mace, flexed his leg — gingerly at first before
he finally put his full weight on it. After a
few more minutes, the quarterback walked
back to his place on the bench and donned a
headset.

EDITORYS
NOITEBOOKS
Mark$Real

When the Buckeyes got the ball back,
Miller took his place under center.

After the game, when reporters asked
about his knee, the sophomore QB replied
simply, “It’s no big deal,” although his team-
mates knew differently.

“To see him play through that pain and to
now know how much pain he was in, that’s
awesome,” center Corey Linsley said. “That’s
a hell of a player right there.”

A hell of a young man, too.

Big Ten Having Its Problems

‘What we have learned so far from the first
five weeks of the 2012 college football season
is that a flawed Ohio State team represents the
cream of the crop in the Big Ten.

The Buckeyes and Northwestern are the
only remaining undefeated teams in a confer-
ence that boasted five teams ranked among
the nation’s top 18 in The Associated Press’
preseason poll. Those rankings are but a dis-
tant memory now in a Big Ten that has more
problems than a screen door in a hurricane.

No conference team resides in the top 10 of
either major poll with the Buckeyes at No. 12
in the AP rankings. OSU is not eligible for the
USA Today coaches’ poll, meaning Nebraska
is the highest-ranking Big Ten team there at
No. 20.

After the first month of the season, eight
teams rank 54th or lower nationally in terms
of total offense, and six of those are 79th
or below. That includes two-time defending
conference champion Wisconsin, whose once-
vaunted offensive attack now ranks dead last
in the Big Ten and 109th nationally.

But the 3-2 Badgers, who were once as high
as No. 12 in both preseason polls, aren’t the
only conference team with issues. Michigan
State is so offensively challenged that the
Spartans have scored exactly one touchdown
in their two losses this season. And both of
those losses — 20-3 to Notre Dame and 17-16
to OSU - have come in home games.

Nebraska is 4-1, but it needed to erase a
17-point third-quarter deficit at home against
Wisconsin on Sept. 29 to claim a 30-27 victory.
The Cornhuskers’ famed Blackshirts defense
is only a middle-ofthe-pack unit this season,
giving up averages of 20.6 points and 340.8
points per game.

NU is also a decidedly different team away
from Lincoln. The team’s only loss this season
was a 36-30 defeat at UCLA, and the Huskers
were 2-2 on the road last year in their first
season as Big Ten members.

Minnesota is also 4-1, but Goldy got
exposed in a 31-13 loss at Iowa. The Gophers

fell behind 24-0 at halftime to a Hawkeyes
team that had been ranked No. 105 in the
nation in scoring. Even with its outburst
against Minnesota, lowa moved up only to a
tie for 97th.

Michigan has seemingly taken the step
back many predicted this season. In fact, the
argument could be made that quarterback
Denard Robinson has taken a couple of steps
backward. Robinson is still U-M’s primary
playmaker, but he played extremely poorly
against Alabama and Notre Dame, combining
to complete only 24 of 50 pass attempts for 338
yards and one touchdown against six intercep-
tions. He did contribute 117 rushing yards in
those games but failed to score.

Simply put, if you find a way to stop
Robinson, you beat Michigan.

Northwestern and Purdue are the cur-
rent dark horse darlings. The Wildcats are
5-0, but they have yet to reach the meat of
their schedule. They take on Nebraska, Iowa,
Michigan and Michigan State in successive
games beginning Oct. 20. Meanwhile, the
Boilermakers haven’t even begun conference
play yet and already have a halfgame lead
over the other three eligible teams in the
Leaders Division. But they jump into the fry-
ing pan Oct. 6 by hosting a rested Michigan
team coming off an open week, a game that
begins a three-week stretch that includes a
home game vs. Wisconsin and a road match
at Ohio State.

Illinois appears to be struggling mightily
under firstyear head coach Tim Beckman,
while Indiana is ... well, Indiana.

Finally, no one knows how much is left
in Penn State’s emotional tank. The Nittany
Lions are currently on a three-game winning
streak, but their next three games are interest-
ing ones — at home vs. Northwestern on Oct.
6, at Towa on Oct. 20 and home against Ohio
State on Oct. 27. Penn State usually handles
the Wildcats pretty well, but it has lost three
of its last four to the Hawkeyes and four of its
last six to the Buckeyes.

What we have learned about the Big Ten
so far? That it has a couple of good teams, a
couple of bad ones and several that are very
average, so don’t be surprised if the confer-
ence sends a team with three losses (or more)
to the Rose Bowl.

Some Final Thoughts

e One week after Reid Fragel turned in
a career-best performance against UAB, the
senior right tackle might have done even
better vs. Michigan State. Fragel started his
afternoon with a first-quarter recovery of a
Brown fumble at the OSU 34, had a key pro-
tection on Miller’s 63-yard touchdown strike
to Devin Smith, and then threw the crucial
seal block that allowed Carlos Hyde to pick up
the game-clinching first down with the game
clock winding under two minutes.

¢ No one should have been that surprised
when the Buckeyes were able to hold Bell to
just 45 yards rushing. No Michigan State play-
er has rushed for 100 or more yards against
Ohio State since 1988. That year, Hyland
Hickson rushed for 187 yards and Blake Ezor
added 147 as Michigan State piled up 372
yards on the ground during a 20-10 victory
over the Buckeyes in Spartan Stadium.

e Aware of the fact 'm scratching at an
unhealed wound, who exactly was the genius
at Ohio State who thought playing in a bowl
game last year was a good idea? The gen-
eral consensus always was that the NCAA was
going to levy a one-year postseason ban on the
Buckeyes, so it’s at least worth asking why the
university didn’t selfimpose its own ban for
last season.
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Buckeyes Come Through When Needed

Continued From Page 1

But Meyer's game in East Lansing was
nothing like that. Ohio State’s win was a battle
of wills, a pad-popping affair screaming that
the two sets of players would be facing a sore
Sunday no matter who emerged victorious.

“The Big Ten has taken some heat but that
was a great game, a great atmosphere and a
bunch of great players on the field who will
play at the next level,” Meyer said. “That was
good for the conference and good for the Big
Ten.”

When asked if he had any interest in tak-
ing part in the shootouts across the country,
Meyer had a quick answer.

“Oh, no, no, no,” he said. “Our plan to win
is play great defense. We have to score more
points on offense, but that's a good defense.
T'd like 70 every once in a while, but right now,
we’re happy to be 50 with a chance to be 6-0.”

His team got there by playing a style of ball
that might best suit it. While much - perhaps
too much, in fact — has been made of Ohio
State’s adaptation to a spread offense, there is
little doubt the principles of tough football are
still preached in Columbus.

Offensively, the spread Ohio State runs
also features a fair share of power plays and
inside running, while Meyer is attempting to
create the type of rugged, dominating defenses
Florida used to emerge from the Southeastern
Conference to capture national championships
in 2006 and "08.

The way the coaching staff challenges the
players on a day-to-day basis also is designed
to instill toughness in a team. From the intense
offseason training regimen to the famous one-
on-one “circle drill” in practice to brutally
honest player performance reviews both in
person and to the media, no stone is unturned
when it comes to challenging the resolve of
the players.

Considering all that, perhaps it's not hard
at all to figure why Meyer’s smile went from
nearly ear to ear when he left the Spartan
Stadium turf. When going toe-to-toe with a Big
Ten rival, the Buckeyes passed their first major
test of the season.

“Oh, he knew it was a slugfest,” Linsley

SONNY BROCKWAY

TIME TO PARTY - Members of the Ohio State marching band celebrate as sophomore wide receiver Devin Smith
races by en route to his key third-quarter touchdown in the Buckeyes’ 17-16 win at Michigan State.

said. “We knew it was a slugfest. We came out
on top and it was just awesome. This is what I
grew up doing, coming from Youngstown and
getting coached the way I've been coached.
This is what I know and love — just ground and
pound. It was an awesome, satisfying feeling to
win this game.”

In fact, a year ago, the Buckeyes might not
have left East Lansing with the win secured. Of
Ohio State’s seven losses last year, six came by
seven points or fewer, a fact that didn’t escape
junior left tackle Jack Mewhort as he discussed
the game.

“I've lost games like this,” Mewhort said.
“Last year, as Coach Meyer puts it, we got
kicked a lot, and we were in battles that
we lost. To just go out there and really just
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been die-hard fans

put it all on the line and rip it open and play
four hard quarters, it was sledgehammer
football.

“It feels good to come out of here with a
win. It makes it well worth our while.”

Making The Plays

The last five minutes and change of the
game continued to show that while this might
not be the most talented or consistent Ohio
State outfit of all time, the Buckeyes make the
plays they need to make when the chips are
down.

Michigan State took over the ball at their
own 20-yard line with 5:39 to go and the
Buckeyes holding only a one-point lead at 17-
16. With kicker Dan Conroy already showing
his leg — he nailed a 50-yarder with plenty of
distance to spare in the third quarter — the
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Spartans likely needed to move only a few
yards into Ohio State territory to have the
chance to kick a field goal that would give
them the lead.

But as the Ohio State defense took the field,
there was nothing but confidence for a unit
that has stiffened when necessary at pretty
much every opportunity in 2012.

“Oh yeah, definitely,” senior cornerback
Travis Howard said when asked if he was sure
the Buckeyes would make the stop. “We do
this in practice all the time, and our coaches
believe in us and know what we’re capable of
doing. We just had to go out there and leave it
all on the field.”

That’s exactly what happened.

Michigan State quarterback Andrew
Maxwell did connect with Tony Lippett on
the first play of the drive to gain 11 yards,

Events
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but Maxwell tried again to hit Lippett on the
next play and threw an incompletion to set up
second-and-10. Ohio State replied by stopping
Le'Veon Bell, holding the MSU standout to
his 45h and final rushing yard to leave the
Spartans in a third-and-9 situation.

Ohio State chose to go with a blitz on the
ensuing play, and linebacker Etienne Sabino
got there, completing one of the finest games
of his career by forcing Maxwell to throw
incomplete under heavy pressure.

Faced with fourth-and-9 and with more than
four minutes left on the clock, Michigan State
chose to punt the ball, but the Spartans would
never see it again.

Ohio State rumbled for three first downs
to close out the game, gaining at least 6 yards
on each of the three first downs and finishing
things with a 5-yard gain by Carlos Hyde on
third-and-4.

The fact the Buckeyes were able to grind
out those yards with Michigan State’s impres-
sive front figuring they would run the ball on
every play brought a smile to Linsley’s face.

“It was awesome,” the OSU center said. “It
didn’t feel like they quit at all. It didn’t feel like
their defensive line let up or their play-calling
let up at all. It was just one man against another
man, and our men won.”

It was the latest example of Ohio State doing
what it has to do to emerge victorious. Each of
the last three games of the nonconference
schedule against Central Florida, California
and UAB had a point or two in the second half
when it looked like things could get away from
the Buckeyes, and each time Ohio State shut
down the opposing hopes.

“All year, every game, that’s what we do so
far,” Linsley said. “When we need to win it and
we need it, we finish every drive. We might not
score every drive, but when it comes time to
win the game, we win. I think that’s our M.O.
right now, to be honest with you.”

The result was a very pleased Meyer, who
has talked numerous times this season about
the importance of winning even without style
points.

“He was very ecstatic,” senior defensive
end John Simon said. “It means a lot for us to
see him that excited about a win. We went out
there knowing we were going to do whatever
it took to get that win.”

Creating Identity

In college football, identity might be the
hardest thing to create and sustain.

There are few programs in football that can
hang their hat on the same thing from week
to week, and those that are able to establish
a style of play are often the ones who wind up
being the most successful.

Ohio State certainly had that under Jim
Tressel, as the Buckeyes became known for
having excellent defenses that shut down the
run and kept opposing teams from hitting big
plays while doing enough on offense to win the
closest, most important games. That identity
led to seven Big Ten titles and eight BCS bowl
berths in eight seasons, one of the most suc-
cessful runs ever in a program that stresses
excellence.

Over the past two years, though, that char-
acteristic started to wane a bit. In a span of 14
games, five different opponents cracked the
200-yard mark on the ground, and going into
the Michigan State game, Ohio State sat dead
last in the Big Ten in total defense.

For a unit that has worn the name “Silver
Bullets” with pride for well over a decade, it
was time to make a stand.

“We challenged ourselves,” Simon said. “We
knew this was a big game for us, and we haven't
played up to our potential the last couple of
weeks. We wanted to come out here and make
a statement, and I think as a collective group we
did that and we played well together.”

The job Ohio State did shutting down
Bell was the most impressive part. The MSU
running back, who lists his hometown as
Columbus, had topped 600 yards in his first
four games, but Ohio State never let him
get untracked. His longest run was a mere 8
yards, and he actually finished with more yards
receiving (58) than rushing (45 on 17 carries).

The Buckeyes also brought the wood in the
passing game. Michigan State’s young wide-
outs dropped a number of passes, especially
when the Ohio State secondary was near. The
OSU safeties delivered numerous big hits that
jarred the ball loose and some others for good
measure after the MSU receivers had a case of
alligator arms.

The physical style of play was something
Ohio State was pleased with after the game.

“It's definitely a thing we can hang our
hat on,” Howard said. “We know we have the
defensive players and the defensive line to do
that kind of stuff. I'm just happy that they came
out and showcased their talent today.

“Our coaches always believed in us and told
us we're capable of doing anything, but this
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was the game we had to go out and showcase
our talent on national TV. We wanted to go out
there and leave a statement and show them
how the Silver Bullets defense goes.”

That identity might last as long as one week.
The Ohio State defense faces a challenge with
Nebraska’s potent offense due to invade Ohio
Stadium on Oct. 6. On the other hand, another
excellent defensive performance against the
Cornhuskers might show the Bullets are back
in town.

“We're not satisfied,” cornerback Bradley
Roby said. “We have to get better at some
things, but we're going to get better and play
Nebraska.”

‘That was a week away, though, as the team
enjoyed the victory in East Lansing. When
asked if at least the win against the Spartans was
satisfying, Roby answered in the affirmative.

“Definitely,” he said. “It was our first big
win for the season, and we have to build off
that.”
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

Ohio State Answers Challenge At MSU

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Ohio State managed to blunt Michigan
State’s vaunted running game and some-
how overcame three turnovers, six penal-
ties and a host of mental errors to score a
hard-fought 17-16 victory Sept. 29 before
76,705 fans at Spartan Stadium in East
Lansing.

The Buckeyes moved to 5-0 for the sea-
son but more importantly gave head coach
Urban Meyer a win in his Big Ten debut.

“We found out something about our
team today,” Meyer told reporters after
the game. “To go on the road, in a hostile
environment against a quality, quality foot-
ball team and find a way to win and answer
every drive with another drive ... when it
was time to go make a play, they did.

“This was a war, and this was two
sledgehammers going at each other. I
thought that was a great game.”

OSU limited Michigan State to only 34
yards on the ground after the Spartans
entered the game averaging 176.2 per
game. MSU junior tailback Le’Veon Bell,
who was the nation’s third-leading rusher
with an average of 152.5 yards per game,
finished with only 45 yards on 17 carries.
The Spartans had 17 first downs in the
game, but not a single one of them was
manufactured by the running game.

The Buckeyes were led once again by
sophomore quarterback Braxton Miller,
who was knocked out of the game a couple
of times but kept coming back like a scarlet
and gray Energizer bunny. Miller rushed
23 times for 136 yards, and completed 16
of 23 pass attempts for 179 yards and a
touchdown.

But while Miller was notching his sixth
career 100-yard rushing game and going
over the 300 mark in total yardage for the
third time in five games this season, the
sophomore QB turned the ball over three
times — twice on fumbles and once with an
interception - as the Buckeyes struggled to
maintain control of the game.

In addition to the turnovers, Ohio State
also committed six penalties for 65 yards
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and had trouble once again defensively
with tackling and missed assignments. But
the Buckeyes were able to total 383 yards
of offense and make just enough plays on
defense to preserve the win.

In addition to Miller, OSU got superla-
tive offensive performances from a pair
of juniors — wide receiver Corey “Philly”
Brown and tailback Carlos Hyde.

Brown caught a career-high 12 balls
for 84 yards while Hyde took over for an
injured Jordan Hall and ground out 49
yards on 11 tough carries. Hyde converted
two crucial first downs on the Buckeyes’
final possession, including a slicing 5-yard
run up the middle on third-and-4 with the
game clock winding under two minutes
that clinched the game for the Buckeyes.

Sophomore receiver Devin Smith added
two catches for 79 yards, including a 63-
yard touchdown catch with 3:05 remaining
in the third quarter that accounted for the
game-winning points.

Defensively, the bend-but-don’t-break
Buckeyes allowed 303 total yards to the
Spartans, but Michigan State penetrated
the OSU red zone only once in the game
and then had to settle for a field goal.

Ohio State got excellent individual
performances from the likes of corner-
back Bradley Roby and linebacker Etienne
Sabino to close out Michigan State when
the Buckeyes needed it most.

Roby, the sophomore playmaker who
missed the UAB game with a shoulder inju-
ry, totaled nine tackles and also blocked
a punt. Meanwhile, the fifth-year senior
Sabino turned in a career performance with
eight tackles and a sack. He also was cred-
ited with a pair of quarterback pressures,
including an important one on third down
during Michigan State’s final possession.

Michigan State was led offensively by
junior quarterback Andrew Maxwell, who
completed 22 of 42 passes for 269 yards
and a touchdown. Those numbers were
just shy of single-game career highs for the
first-year starter.

Bell did far more damage as a receiver
than as a runner, gathering in a career-best
eight catches for 58 yards. Sophomore
receiver Keith Mumphery added five catch-
es for 79 yards and a touchdown. The
yardage was a single-game best, and the
TD reception was a highlight-reel, catch-
and-run during which Mumphery broke at
least six tackles.

“Give credit to Ohio State,” Maxwell
said. “They did a good job stifling our run
game a little bit. They just played physical.
I thought they had a good pass rush all day.
That’s a good defensive line. They're going
to cause a lot of people some problems.”

Back-And-Forth Battle

The No. 14 Buckeyes wasted no time get-
ting on the board early and even appeared
they might be on their way to an easy vic-
tory. OSU took the game’s opening posses-
sion and marched 75 yards in eight plays to
take a quick lead.

Miller set the tone on the first play from
scrimmage, faking a handoff to Hall before
taking off toward the left sideline for a
20-yard run. Three plays later, Brown gath-
ered in his first reception of the game, an
8-yarder that converted a third-and-5.

Miller followed with a 13-yard run that
was followed by a 15-yard personal foul
penalty against Michigan State that briefly
knocked Miller out of the game. That gave

SONNY BROCKWAY

MOMENTUM CHANGE - Sophomore Bradley Roby (1) made one of sev-
eral big plays for the Ohio State football team at Michigan State when he
blocked a Mike Sadler (3) punt in the second quarter.

the Buckeyes a first-and-10 at the MSU 14
and, with Kenny Guiton at the controls,
Hall did the rest. He carried three straight
times — for 11 and 2 yards before diving
over the goal line from the 1 for the game’s
first touchdown.

Junior kicker Drew Basil booted the
extra point to give Ohio State a 7-0 lead at
the 12:09 mark of the first quarter.

But as quickly as the Buckeyes seized
the early momentum, No. 20 Michigan
State took it away by responding with a
score on its opening possession. Maxwell
moved his team 50 yards in nine plays that
included back-to-back throws to Bell that
gained a total of 18 yards and pushed the
Spartans to the OSU 15.

But Bell was stopped for a 2-yard loss
by Ohio State senior lineman John Simon
on second down, and a third-and-7 pass
from Maxwell intended for Mumphery fell
incomplete, so the Spartans were forced to
settle for a 34-yard field goal from senior
kicker Dan Conroy.

That made it 7-3 with 8:23 remaining
in the first period, and the crowd sensed
it was in for an offensive battle. It couldn’t
have been more wrong.

After the opening scoring salvos from
both teams, neither team dented the score-
board again in the first half although each
had excellent scoring opportunities.

Early in the second quarter, Ohio State
moved methodically from its own 20 to
a first down at the MSU 25. It was an all-
Miller drive with the quarterback rushing
four times for 19 yards and completing
three straight pass attempts for 36 more
yards.

But Miller got a little too greedy. On
first-and-10 from the 25, he tried to get
a quick flip to Hyde but the ball was
intercepted by Spartans sophomore safety

Kurtis Drummond at the 17-yard line to
end the threat.

The Buckeyes had another chance go
by the boards later in the second period.
Two plays after Roby blocked a Michigan
State punt to give OSU possession at the
Spartans’ 35-yard line, Miller fumbled on
an aborted option read and MSU senior
linebacker Chris Norman recovered at his
own 37 with 1:42 left in the half.

Norman’s recovery seemed to stir what
had been a largely dormant Michigan State
offense, and the Spartans quickly moved
back into Ohio State territory thanks to
Maxwell completions to junior tight end
Dion Sims for 19 yards and Mumphery for
18 yards.

But the drive stalled at the OSU 24 when
Maxwell fired incomplete on three straight
plays, the last one while being pressured
by Sabino. That caused the Spartans to
call upon the normally reliable Conroy, but
the senior pushed his 42-yard field-goal
attempt wide to the right with 33 seconds
remaining until the break.

Michigan State pulled within a single
point for the first time at 7-6 when Conroy
topped off the first drive of the second half
by thumping a 50-yard field goal through
the uprights at the 11:04 mark of the third
quarter.

But the Spartans could have had more.
After Maxwell found junior receiver Bennie
Fowler behind an umbrella of OSU defend-
ers for a 35-yard gain on third-and-10,
the signal caller connected with Sims for
24 more yards to the Ohio State 9. But
Michigan State was flagged for an illegal
receiver downfield on the play, pushing
the Spartans back to the 38-yard line. The
subsequent three plays netted only 5 more
yards and MSU was forced to settle for
Conroy’s field goal.
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE
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Ohio State had to settle for three points
of its own following its next possession.
Miller led a 13-play drive 66 yards to the
doorstep of the Michigan State goal line,
but after reaching the 12-yard line, the QB
misfired twice and got only 3 yards out
of a bubble screen to Brown. On fourth
down, Basil came on for a 26-yard field goal
to make it 10-6 with 6:08 left in the third
quarter.

The Spartans came right back to seem-
ingly take control of the game with a 65-
yard drive that took exactly 73 seconds.
Sophomore Nick Hill returned a Basil kick-
off to the 35 after which Bell took a direct
snap and picked up 4 yards. Maxwell fol-
lowed with a 17-yard completion to Sims
that got an extra 15 yards tacked onto the
end when Roby was flagged for a facemask
penalty.

Then on the next play, Mumphrey gath-
ered in a pass from Maxwell and muscled
his way through six would-be tacklers on
his way to a 29-yard touchdown romp. It
was Mumphery’s first career touchdown
catch, and once Conroy tacked on the PAT,
Michigan State had a 13-10 lead with 4:49 to
go in the third quarter.

It didn’t take long for the Buckeyes to
answer, however. Miller moved the team 74
yards in only four plays, the big one coming
when Smith got loose down the sideline
behind MSU senior cornerback Johnny
Adams for a 63-yard touchdown bomb.
Basil came on to add the extra point, and
Ohio State had retaken the lead at 17-13
with 3:05 to go in the third period.

The Buckeyes threatened to add to
that lead early in the fourth quarter when
they moved out from their own 15 to cross
midfield. But on a third-and-6 at the MSU
46, Miller crashed to the ground after a
12-yard gain and lost control of the football.
Drummond made the recovery for the
Spartans at his own 32 with 12:14 left in
the game.

Michigan State quickly went the other
way and benefited from an Ohio State

defensive holding call on an aborted fourth-
and-1 play. That pushed the Spartans to the
OSU 34, and they made it as far as the 28-
yard line before Maxwell was corralled for
a third-down sack by senior defensive end
Nathan Williams.

The 3-yard loss forced the Spartans to
call upon Conroy again, and this time the
MSU kicker converted a 48-yard field goal
to make it 17-16 with 7:07 to play.

The Spartans had one more chance
to pull out the victory. After forcing a
three-and-out series by the Buckeyes after
Conroy’s field goal, Maxwell completed an
11-yard pass to sophomore Tony Lippert to
give MSU a first down on its own 31.

But the quarterback threw incomplete
on the next play, Bell managed only a 1-
yard run on second down and then Sabino
hit Maxwell as he threw a third-down pass,
a throw that fell harmlessly incomplete.
Michigan State was forced to punt the ball
away with 4:10 remaining, and the Spartans
never got the ball back.

The Buckeyes converted a trio of first
downs on their final possession, including
a 6-yard run by Hyde on a second-and-3
and a 14-yard scamper by Miller on the
following play.

Michigan State called its final two time-
outs following the next two plays, but then
Hyde iced the game by following a block
from senior right tackle Reid Fragel and
slicing through a would-be tackler for a 5-
yard gain on third-and-4.

That gave OSU a first down with 1:29
remaining, and three kneel-downs later, the
Buckeyes had the victory.

Game Notes

e Ohio State moved its advantage over
Michigan State to 28-13 in the overall
series. That includes eight out of the last
nine and 13 of the last 16 meetings. The
Buckeyes also upped their record to 14-5
all-time in Spartan Stadium, including four
wins in a row. Ohio State hasn’t lost in East
Lansing since a 23-7 decision in 1999.

The Bottom Line

The game was over when ... Carlos Hyde followed a block from
right tackle Reid Fragel and powered through Michigan State defensive
end Marcus Rush for a 5-yard gain late in the fourth quarter. Hyde’s run
converted a third-and-4 play and gave the Buckeyes a first down inside
the two-minute mark, clinching the victory.

Game ball goes to ... Braxton Miller. Yes, he committed three turn-
overs, but he took Michigan State’s best shots on several occasions and
just kept coming. The sophomore QB ran the ball 23 times and threw
the ball 23 times, accounting for 315 yards of total offense and practi-
cally willing the Buckeyes to the win.

Stat of the game ... 0. The Spartans totaled 17 first downs in the
game, but nary a one came via the running game. Before being stoned
by the Ohio State defense, the MSU running game had accounted for
36.4 percent of the team’s first downs (31 of 85).

— Mark Rea

e Meyer is now 1-0 against the Spartans,
evening the record since 1951 of first-year
Ohio State head coaches against Michigan
State. Earle Bruce (1979) and Jim Tressel
(2001) each beat the Spartans in their initial
meetings, while Woody Hayes (1951), John
Cooper (1988) and Luke Fickell (2011) all
lost.

e Dantonio dropped to 1-5 lifetime
against the Buckeyes. His team’s victory
last year broke a streak that included
losses in 2004 and 2006 while at Cincinnati
in addition to defeats in 2007 and 2008 with
the Spartans. Dantonio, of course, was
defensive coordinator on Tressel's OSU
staff from 2001-03 and won the Frank
Broyles Award in 2002 as college football’s
top assistant coach.

e Dantonio is now 47-24 in his five-plus
seasons with the Spartans, including a 31-8
mark at home. Michigan State’s 20-3 loss to
Notre Dame on Sept. 15 snapped a 15-game
home winning streak, the fifth longest in
school history, and now the Spartans have

lost two games at home for the first time
since 2009.

e Meyer has his team off to a 5-0 start
for the fifth time in 11 seasons as a head
coach. The others were Bowling Green
(2002), Utah (2004) and Florida (2006 and
’09).

e With his 5-0 record, Meyer now has
the third-best start to a career by an Ohio
State head coach. Carroll Widdoes won his
first 12 games in 1944 and ’45, while Earle
Bruce won his first 11 in a row in 1979.

e Some more Meyer stats: The coach
improved to 39-4 all-time in September,
22-10 against ranked teams, 95-5 when his
team is leading at halftime and a perfect 17-
0 when his team blocks a punt.

e The game was the Big Ten opener for
Ohio State, which is entering its 100th sea-
son as a conference member. The Buckeyes
are now 72-24-4 in league openers, and that
includes wins in 11 of their last 13.

Continued On Page 12
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Miller Continues Attack On OSU Record Book

Continued From Page 11

e Michigan State kicked off its 60th
season of Big Ten competition, and it now
has a 32-24-4 record in league openers.

e The Buckeyes are now 5-1 in Big
Ten openers vs. Michigan State, includ-
ing 2-0 at Spartan Stadium. The only other
opener in East Lansing was a 21-0 decision
in 1975. Tailback Archie Griffin rushed
for 108 yards in that game, fullback Pete
Johnson scored two touchdowns and
defensive halfback Craig Cassady tied the
school’s single-game record by nabbing
three interceptions. Cassady is the son
of 1955 Heisman Trophy winner Howard
“Hopalong” Cassady.

e Since joining the Big Ten in 1913,
Ohio State head coaches are now 7-5-1 in
their Big Ten debut games, including 3-2-1
on the road. John W. Wilce’s team lost a 7-6
decision to Indiana in 1913, the Buckeyes’
inaugural season as Western Conference
members. Sam Willaman won his confer-
ence debut with a 7-6 win over Iowa in 1929,
and Francis Schmidt’s team gave him a 33-
0 victory over Indiana in the 1934 season
opener. Paul Brown took over in 1941 and
his team eked out a 16-14 win over Purdue
in the league opener, and three years later,
the 1944 team gave Widdoes a 34-0 win
over Iowa in his Big Ten debut. Three
straight coaches then failed to win their
first conference game — Paul Bixler, 20-7
at Wisconsin in 1946; Wes Fesler, 24-20 at
Purdue in 1947; and Hayes, whose team
fought Wisconsin to a 6-6 tie in Madison in
1951. Bruce broke that string with a 21-17

win at Minnesota in 1979 before Cooper
lost his conference debut in 1988, a 31-12
defeat to Illinois. Tressel won his Big Ten
debut at Indiana, a 27-14 victory in 2001,
and Fickell lost last season to Michigan
State.

e The game marked the first time this
season Ohio State had faced a ranked
opponent. Michigan was No. 18 in the
USA Today coaches’ poll and No. 20 in the
Associated Press writers’ poll.

e When Ohio State is the higher ranked
team, it now has a 23-6 record against
Michigan State. When the Spartans enter
the game as the higher ranked team, they
are 5-0. When neither team is ranked, OSU
had a 5-2 edge.

e The Buckeyes were 2 for 2 in the red
zone against the Spartans and have now
scored on each of their last 15 trips inside
the opponent’s 20-yard line. That includes
13 touchdowns and only two field goals.
Michigan State’s previous four opponents
had combined for only one touchdown and
three field goals in just six trips to the red
zone against the Spartans.

e With the trip to Spartan Stadium,
Ohio State played its first game of the 2012
season on natural grass. The Buckeyes
were 0-3 on grass fields last season — at
Miami (Fla.), Purdue and the Gator Bowl
- and they hadn’t won on a natural surface
since a 26-17 win over Oregon in the 2010
Rose Bowl. OSU is scheduled to play one
more game this season on natural turf - the
Oct. 27 contest at Penn State.

e The Ohio State defense knew going
into the game it would do well to keep

Michigan State under 24 points. Since
1990, the Spartans are 125-33-1 when scor-
ing 24 or more. When they are held to
fewer than 24 points, their record is now
21-90-1.

e The Spartans have 28 Ohio players on
their roster while Ohio State has only two
players from Michigan — defensive lineman
Johnathan Hankins (Dearborn Heights)
and Fragel (Grosse Point Farms).

e Dantonio’s coaching staff features
plenty of assistants who have ties to Ohio
State. Running backs coach and recruiting
coordinator Brad Salem’s older brother,
Tim, was quarterbacks coach at OSU from
1997-2000. Linebackers and special teams
coach Mike Tressel is the son of for-
mer Ohio State running backs coach Dick
Tressel and nephew of former head coach
Jim Tressel. Offensive line coach Mark
Staten was a graduate assistant at OSU
in 2002 and ’03. Michigan State strength
coach Ken Mannie was a graduate assistant
on Bruce’s OSU staff in 1984, MSU direc-
tor of personnel/player development and
relations Dino Folino began his coaching
career as a GA for Hayes in 1974 and ’75,
and the Spartans’ head trainer Jeff Monroe
spent four years as a student trainer for the
Buckeyes from 1969-72.

e Brown had a career-high 12 recep-
tions for the Buckeyes, tying him for the
fourth-best single-game total in program
history. David Boston holds the school
record with 14 catches at Penn State during
a 31-27 OSU loss in 1997. Boston also had
a 13-catch game at Indiana in 1996, match-
ing the total Gary Williams had against

Florida State in 1981. Others with 12-catch
performances are Bob Grimes (1952), Billy
Anders (1966) and Brian Stablein (1992).

e Brown’s 12-catch game was the first
time an Ohio State receiver cracked double
digits since Ted Ginn Jr. had 10 receptions
during a 35-7 win over Bowling Green in
2006.

e Brown now has 32 catches this year,
a pace that would put him at 77 for the
season. That would be the second-best
total in school history. Boston has held
the single-season mark since 1997 with 85
receptions.

e Smith had only two catches against
the Spartans, but they went for 79 yards.
That gives the sophomore receiver 33
career receptions for 645 yards, an average
of 19.5 yards per catch.

e Miller’s 136 rushing yards vs.
Michigan State pushed his career total
to 1,292 and vaulted him from 49th to
45th place on Ohio State’s all-time list.
He passed Troy Smith (1,168, 2003-06),
Derek Combs (1,231, 1997-2000), Champ
Henson (1,235, 1972-74), Maurice Clarett
(1,237, 2002) and Ricardo Volley (1,252,
1977-79).

e Miller needs only 12 more yards
to become the fourth-leading rusher of
all time among Ohio State quarterbacks.
Terrelle Pryor (2008-10) holds the record
with 2,164 yards, followed by Cornelius
Greene (2,080, 1972-75), Rex Kern (1,714,
1968-70) and Art Schlichter (1,303, 1978-
81). Note: The school no longer recognizes
Pryor’s record after erasing his totals from
the 2010 vacated season.
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Play Of The Game

Braxton Miller’s 63-yard bomb to Devin Smith in the
third quarter of Ohio State’s 17-16 win at Michigan State
went down as the game-winning touchdown pass, but it
was interesting for a number of other reasons as well.

First, the matchup on the outside was straight from
northeastern Ohio. Smith prepped at traditional power
Massillon Washington while the player defending him,
Michigan State senior cornerback Johnny Adams, gradu-
ated from Akron Buchtel, two schools about 30 miles apart
as the crow flies.

In addition, the route Ohio
State called was “four verticals”
— a somewhat famous play these
days in the world of Internet
strategy wonks, who have come
to celebrate the play as one of the
favorites of passing-game savant
Mike Leach, now at Washington
State.

The concept is simple — four
wideouts run go routes down the
field in an effort to stretch the
opposing coverage. It’s generally
known as a zone-beater, but Ohio
State showed the play is pretty effective against press man
coverage as well.

Just minutes after Michigan State took a 13-10 lead with
4:49 left in the third quarter, OSU faced a first-and-10 its
own 37. Ohio State’s downfield passing game had been
nonexistent to that point, but head coach Urban Meyer
picked the right time to suggest a deep ball.

Not only did Michigan State decide not to blitz on the
play, the Spartans ran their usual man coverage on the
outside receivers. Adams was unable to get a jam on Smith
at the line of scrimmage, though, as the Ohio State sopho-
more dipped outside of him and gained a step as he raced
down the right sideline.

Leading wideout Corey “Philly” Brown was the inside
receiver on that side and cut his route a few steps toward
the middle of the field, drawing safety Isaiah Lewis, whose
responsibility was to follow Brown in single coverage.

That left Smith and Adams alone on an island, and the
step that Smith gained proved to be a crucial difference.
The Ohio State offensive line picked up the four-man
rush with ease — right tackle Reid Fragel held off tackle
Anthony Rashad White on a stunt for the crucial block
- giving Miller time to loft the ball up for his top big-play
target.

Adams waved for the ball as it came down near the
MSU 35, but it was just beyond his grasp and hit Smith in
perfect stride. Adams quickly dived to try to bring down
Smith, but the Ohio State wideout easily got free of the
arm tackle and then waltzed into the end zone to give the
Buckeyes a 17-13 lead they would not relinquish.

“What a great throw and catch,” Meyer said.

Hidden Play Of The Game

What could have been one of the scariest plays of the
game for Ohio State instead turned out to be a relief in
multiple ways.

When Miller escaped the pocket on a third-and-6 from
the MSU 46 early in the fourth quarter, things looked
pretty good for the Buckeyes. Not only was the Scarlet and
Gray holding a 17-13 lead on the road, Miller had plenty of

Devin Smith

room over the left side on the play and looked to be about
to put the Buckeyes in field-goal range at the very least.

‘What happened next offered OSU fans the full gamut
of emotions. Miller used a pump fake as he escaped the
pocket to hold safety R] Williamson and then cut inside of
him to reach the first-down marker. But as Miller tried to
sneak between Williamson and linebacker Max Bullough,
he stumbled, and his next step caused his left knee to jam
awkwardly.

Miller immediately dropped the football and fell to the
ground clutching his knee, an event surpassed in impor-
tance only by the fact that the ball should have
been live on the turf.

It was not, however. As MSU safety Kurtis
Drummond picked it up and started up the €
right sideline, the officials blew the play dead
with the ruling that Miller was down when the
fumble occurred.

While replay overturned the call, two
things went Ohio State’s way. First, the offi-
cials couldn’t give Drummond the yards back
he would have gained on the return, as he
appeared to have plenty of green space to run
up the Ohio State sideline. Michigan State did
get a field goal on the ensuing drive, but a
touchdown would have given the Spartans the lead.

In the big picture, though, the most important develop-
ment was the fact that Miller wasn’t badly hurt on the play.
After gingerly making his way off the field, the sophomore
quarterback returned to the field on the next drive and
helped OSU finish off the one-point win.

What Worked Well

¢ Keeping Le’Veon Bell in check: The Michigan
State running back entered third in the nation in yards per
game but finished with only 45 net yards on the ground.
The key was Ohio State’s ability to keep him from rum-
bling downhill — his longest rush was 8 yards. The line
either swallowed up Bell or forced him wide, while the
back seven flew to the ball and wrapped up.

¢ Quick change mentality: Michigan State won the
turnover battle 3-0 but turned that trio of gifts into a total
of three points. The Spartans punted after the first turn-
over, missed a field goal after the second and got only a
three-pointer after Miller’s late fumble. In all, Ohio State’s
defense has allowed only that Dan Conroy field goal after
the seven turnovers the offense has ceded this season, an
impressive feat.

What Didn’t Work

e Finishing MSU Off: Ohio State lost three turn-
overs in Michigan State territory, and keeping the ball
in any of those circumstances would have given the
team an excellent chance to widen the final margin on
the scoreboard. Miller was responsible for all three, los-
ing a pair of fumbles and throwing a pick, all inside the
MSU 40. As good as the sophomore signal caller is — and
he’s plenty good - he still makes youthful mistakes at
times.

e Tackling on MSU’s touchdown: At least five
Buckeyes had a shot at Keith Mumphery when he turned
a simple flare route into a 29-yard touchdown that gave
MSU a short-lived third-quarter lead. The frustrating part
of Ohio State’s defense is that it can play so well for so long
— witness the fundamentally sound play that helped shut

-

Kurtis Drummond

Buckeye Game Analysis

Bell down - yet still allow a potentially game-changing play
like Mumphery’s score.

Reviewing The Matchups

Ohio State rush offense vs. Michigan State rush
defense: Against a defense as stingy and physical as
Michigan State, no one on the Ohio State side will argue
about the 204 net yards on the ground. Miller didn’t have
some of the big seams he had in the nonconference slate
to take it the distance but did use his athleticism to con-
tinually escape MSU tackles to keep the chains moving.
. ﬂ Jordan Hall and Carlos Hyde were also effec-

tive, and OSU’s game-clinching drive on the
ground was impressive. EDGE: Ohio State

Michigan State rush offense vs. Ohio
State rush defense: Bell is the entire
Michigan State rushing attack, and Ohio
State’s ability to frustrate him all day kept
the Spartans from putting more points on the
board. It was a great performance for an Ohio
State team that had been gashed by numer-
ous opponents over the past year and a half
and perhaps signals that the Silver Bullets are
back. EDGE: Ohio State

Ohio State pass offense vs. Michigan
State pass defense: Miller’s deep ball to Smith was the
deciding play, but otherwise Ohio State’s passing game
wasn’t a huge part of the game. Miller did finish 16 for 23
passing (69.6 percent) but a number of his completions
were short screen passes to Brown. EDGE: Even

Michigan State pass offense
vs. Ohio State pass defense:
Going into the game, it wasn’t
clear if Andrew Maxwell could
move the ball effectively against
Ohio State, but the sophomore
quarterback had a solid day. He
finished with 269 yards through
the air, and his 22-for-42 perfor-
mance would have been better
if not for a number of dropped
passes. When Michigan State
moved the ball on the day, it was
largely through the air. EDGE:
Michigan State

Special teams: This one was a mixed bag. Perhaps
the biggest play on special teams was Bradley Roby’s
blocked punt in the second quarter, but a fumble by Miller
two plays later negated any real edge OSU gained from it.
Michigan State was solid about everywhere else. Conroy
made some long field goals, Mike Sadler absolutely
boomed his other punts and Nick Hill had a couple of solid
returns. Drew Basil moved to 2 for 2 on the year in field
goals for OSU. EDGE: Even

Intangibles: This game had a real edge to it, as the
mutual respect between the programs when friends Jim
Tressel and Mark Dantonio were in charge appears to
have eroded a bit with Meyer’s arrival at Ohio State.
Michigan State in particular spent much of the game toe-
ing the line between intensity and dirty play, even crossing
it a few times. But that focus on extracurricular activities
seemed to hurt the Spartans more than help. In the end,
Ohio State yet again found a way to win, as this team
seems to do. EDGE: Ohio State

L

Andrew Maxwell

- Jeff Svoboda
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 17, Michigan State 16

Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer on his
first Big Ten victory: “| think we beat a good
team. That was a really good team we played.
Anytime you hold a quality running back to what-
ever it was, | think (45) yards, that's a great effort.
A great team win."”

Michigan State head coach Mark Dantonio’s

ment to stop the run, and | think they did a good
job.”

OSU junior defensive lineman Johnathan
Hankins on the performance by the defense:
“The defense was really aggravated and really
frustrated about the way we played the first four
weeks. We were trying to show everybody in the

opening statement: “Good football
game today. | thought our guys played
extremely hard and I'm proud of them.
When you lose a game, 17-16, you have
a tendency to say ‘what if’ a lot and
look at single plays and how they would
have made a difference. But | was very
proud of our football team. We have to
stay balanced as a team and run the ball
more effectively.”

Meyer when asked if he would
have been happy if he had known
before the game that the Buckeyes
would hold MSU standout tailback
Le'Veon Bell to 45 yards: “If we knew? We
didnt know. If | knew that, then why practice?
We're good, we'll win the game. You know, not to
pump his tires, but that’s a good back. I'll venture
to say that won't happen again to that guy. He's
a good player.”

OsU fifth-year senior defensive lineman
Nathan Williams when he learned the defense
held Bell to only 45 yards: “It's amazmg, isn't
it? It's incredible. We played our butts
off up front, and the DBs were covering
great. We got lucky with a couple of
dropped balls on their offense, but it’s a
great team win. Our offense did a heck
of a job. Our defense played solid. It's a
great day to be a Buckeye”

0OSU sophomore linebacker Ryan
Shazier on silencing Bell: “| think he |
probably got a little frustrated because
he's used to averaging 150 yards a game
and he got shut down today.”

MSU offensive coordinator Dan
Roushar on OSU’s success in slowing Bell:
“They dropped an eighth defender down into the
box. When we motioned, they moved heavily to
where our strength was. They made a commit-

Johnathan Hankins

Mark Dantonio

world that we are a really good defense
and we can stop the run and the pass.
We showed them a little bit of that
today, and we've just go to keep going
strong.”

Meyer on whether he had
thought the OSU defense was
good enough to put up the perfor-
mance it did against the Spartans:
“Absolutely | did. | thought our
defense was good enough to play
better in the first four games. That's
how much confidence I have in our
players and coaches. | think we have
really, really good players. Do we have great
players? | think a few of them. But | did have
confidence in them.”

Dantonio on OSU quarterback Braxton
Miller's performance: “Braxton Miller is a very
exciting player as we knew coming into the game,
and he took a lot of bad plays and made them
good ones. He got out of trouble quite often and
is a very good player as we knew.

Meyer on Miller’'s 63-yard touch-
down pass to sophomore Devin
Smith in the third quarter: “That was
my deal. It was a blitz-a-thon. We had
some deep throws we didn't hit earlier.
When the ball is getting moved against
them, they blitz. It was one of three
blitzes they were bringing. We knew
it. We just had to execute better. They
have good corners, that No. 5 (Johnny
Adams) is a good corner. | was kind
of watching and said it was the right
time."”

Smith on catching the game-winning TD:
“Words can’t explain how good | feel right now,
making plays for this football team and getting a
win."”

Meyer on if his heart stopped when Miller
left the game with a fourth-quarter knee
injury: “Yeah, close to stopping. | saw his knee
jam right in front of me. | love Braxton. Braxton is
my guy. | have a great relationship with him. He's
family now. When something like that happens,
I guess it's no different than John Simon. We're
family now. You spend this much time together,
you see what these kids do, they're family.”

OSU junior center Corey Linsley on wheth-
er he learned anything about Miller’s tough-
ness from the game: “No. We already knew
that. Come on. We already knew he was tough. It
was awesome. He was in the locker room showing
emotion after the game. He was hurting. | saw
that look on his face. | went over to try to cheer
him up, but he was hurting. Just to see him play
through that pain and to know how much pain he
was in after the game, it's awesome. He's a hell of
a player right there.”

Linsley on OSU’s time-killing drive late in
the fourth quarter: “I feel like that last four
minutes was everybody ripping their heart out,
everybody giving it to the team and doing what
we talked about all week. Putting the team on our
back as an offensive line, it felt great.”

Smith on the same subject: “| just felt like
we wanted it more than those guys. That's a
great football team, Michigan State. The coaches
coached them well, but | feel like we wanted it a
little more. We went out there and showed it.”

0OSU senior offensive tackle Reid Fragel on
the win: “It was a good test for us today. We just
have to build on this game and move forward.
Obviously there was a real sour taste in our mouths
from last year, so it feels good (to win). We still
have some things to work on, but it's great to get a
win in a game like this with all the turnovers.”

Linsley on the importance of the win: “We
knew going into the game that this was going
to be one of the best teams we’d face all year in
the conference. We had to win it. If we win this,
it starts to snowball in the right direction. If we
don’t win it, it starts to snowball in the wrong
direction. So we knew the importance and the
significance of this game, coming out on top. And
we did it.”
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 17, Michigan State 16

Sept. 29, 2012 — Spartan Stadium; East Lansing, Mich.

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
OHIO STATE 7 0 10 0 — 17
MICHIGAN STATE 3 0 10 3 — 16

First Quarter

OSU — J.Hall, 1 yard run (Basil kick), 12:09; 8 plays, 75 yards,
2:51 TOP.

MSU — Conroy, 34 yard field goal, 8:23; 9 plays, 50 yards,
3:39 TOP.
Third Quarter

MSU — Conroy, 50 yard field goal, 11:04; 9 plays, 49 yards,
3:52 TOP.

OSU — Basil, 26 yard field goal, 6:08; 13 plays, 66 yards, 4:56
TOP.

MSU — Mumphrey, 29 yard catch from Maxwell (Conroy kick), 4:49; 3 plays, 65
yards, 1:13 TOP

OSU — D.Smith, 63 pass from B.Miller (Basil kick), 3:05; 4 plays, 74 yards, 1:39
TOP.
Fourth Quarter

MSU — Conroy, 48 yard field goal, 7:07; 9 plays, 37 yards, 5:07 TOP.
Att. — 76,705.
Weather — 69 degrees, partly cloudy; wind, NNW 7 mph.

Team Statistics

osu MSuU
First Downs 21 17
Rushing 14 0
Passing 6 14
Penalty 1 3
Rushes-Yards 44-204 22-34
Passing Yards 179 269
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 16-23-1 22-42-0
Offensive Plays 67 64
Total Net Yards 383 303
Third Down Efficiency 6-13 4-15
Fourth Down Efficiency 0-0 0-0
Punts-Avg. 4-44.0 6-46.2
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 0-0
Penalties 6-65 4-35
Time of Possession 30:27 29:33

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) — OSU: B.Miller 23-136; Hyde 11-49; J.Hall 6-26; P.Brown 1-6;
TEAM 3-(-13). MSU: Bell 17-45; Caper 1-2; Hill 1-(-3); Maxwell 3-(-10).

PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) — OSU: B.Miller 16-23-1-179-1. MSU: Maxwell 22-
42-0-269-1.

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) — OSU: PBrown 12-84; D.Smith 2-79; J.Hall 1-10; Hyde 1-6.
MSU: Bell 8-58; Mumphery 5-79; Lippett 4-46; Fowler 2-46; D.Sims 2-36; Lang 1-4.

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — OSU: Buchanan 4-44.0-47. MSU: Sadler 5-55.4-70; TEAM
1-0.0-0.

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: D.Smith 1-16; Roby 1-11; J.Hall 1-6. MSU: Hill 1-10.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: D.Smith 1-21. MSU: Hill 4-102.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds) — OSU: None. MSU: Norman 1-0; Drummond 1-0.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: None. MSU: Drummond 1-0.

SACKS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: Sabino 1.0-7; N.Williams 1.0-3. MSU: Norman 1.0-6.

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: Sabino 1.0-7; N.Williams 1.0-3; Simon 1.0-2;
Shazier 0.5-2; Bryant 0.5-1. MSU: Norman 2.0-9; Gholston 1.0-6; Drummond 1.0-2.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — OSU: Roby 4-5-9; Sabino 4-4-8; Shazier 1-7-8; Bryant 0-7-
7; Howard 3-2-5; N.Williams 1-4-5; Johnson 1-4-5; Simon 2-2-4; Goebel 0-4-4; Klein 1-2-3;
Hankins 0-3-3; Basil 1-1-2; C.Brown 0-2-2; Reeves 1-0-1; Rice 1-0-1; Hyde 1-0-1; Griffin 1-0-1;
C.Williams 0-1-1. MSU: M.Bullough 8-4-12; Lewis 5-5-10; Norman 5-4-9; D.Allen 2-4-6; Rush
2-3-5; J.Jones 3-1-4; Gholston 2-2-4; A.R.White 2-1-3; Drummond 2-1-3; Reynolds 2-1-3;
Adams 1-2-3; Dennard 2-0-2; Williamson 1-0-1; Gardiner 1-0-1; L.Thomas 1-0-1; Kittredge
1-0-1; M.White 0-1-1; T.Jones 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — OHIO STATE: Offense, D.Smith, Mewhort, Norwell, Linsley,
M.Hall, Fragel, Z.Boren, Stoneburner, P.Brown, B.Miller, J.Hall, Basil. Defense, Simon, Hankins,
Goebel, N.Williams, Shazier, Klein, Sabino, Roby, Bryant, Johnson, Howard, Buchanan.
Reserves, C.Brown, C.Williams, Griffin, D.Grant, Guiton, Domicone, Spencer, T.Williams,
Dunn, Reeves, Tanner, Rice, Bogard, Hyde, Marcus, Perkins, Homan, Hale, Makridis, Bennett,
Decker, Kramer, Carter, Baldwin, Fields, Vannett, Heuerman. MICHIGAN STATE: Offense,
France, J.Allen, Jackson, McDonald, Burkland, D.Sims, Mumphery, Lang, Maxwell, Lippett,
Bell, Conroy. Defense, Rush, Reynolds, A.R.White, Gholston, Norman, M.Bullough, D.Allen,
Dennard, J.Jones, Lewis, Adams, Sadler. Reserves, Allen, L.Thomas, Fowler, Muma, Hill, A.Sims
Jr., Caper, Williamson, Drummond, M.White, T.Jones, Elsworth, Drone, Davis, Harris, Gainer,
Gardiner, Pepper, Kruse, Treadwell, Dennis, Ruhland, Klatt, Hoebing, Calhoun, Kittredge.

Season Statistics

2012 Game-By-Game . Jake Stoneburner 3 — — — — 18
Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd Zach Boren 7 — 1
Sept. 1 (18) MIAMI (OHIO) W, 56-10 105,036 Carlos Hyde 2 - = = = 12
Sept. 8 (14) C. FLORIDA W, 31-16 104,745 Philly Brown 1T - - = — 6
Sept. 15 (12) CALIFORNIA W, 35-28 105,232 Bri'onte Dunn 1T - = = = 6
Sept. 22 (16) UAB W, 29-15 105,019 Jordan Hall 1 - = - — 6
Sept. 29 (14) at Mich. State (20) W, 17-16 76,705 Bradley Roby 1T - = = = 6
Oct.6  NEBRASKA 8 p.m. Rod Smith 1T - = = = 6
Oct. 13 atIndiana 8pm. 0OSU Totals 23 20-21 22 — 22 168
Oct. 20 PURDUE TBA OPP Totals 9 79 — — 814 8
Oct. 27  at Penn State 6 p.m.
Nov.3  ILLINOIS TBA FG Distance  0-29 30-3940-49 50+ Total
Nov. 17 at Wisconsin TBA Drew Basil 22 00 00 00 22
Nov. 24 MICHIGAN Noon 0SU Totals 22 00 00 00 22
* 0SU's gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before OPP Totals 2322 15 34 81
the opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after the Punting No. Yds. Avg. Bk long
name BenBuchanan 27 1126 417 1 55
- TEAM 1 0 00 0 0
Team Statistics OSUTotals 28 1126 402 1 55
i osu Opp OPPTotals 25 998 399 1 70
First Downs 107 89
Rushing 64 22 Interceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Passing 40 56 Travis Howard 3 26 87 0 17
Penalty 3 " Christian Bryant 1 38 380 0 38
Average Per Game/Rush 2242 100.8 Orhian Johnson 1 3 30 0 3
Average Per Game/Pass 194.0 275.6 Etienne Sabino 1 2 20 0 2
Total Offense 2,091 1,882 Doran Grant 1 0 00 0 0
Total Plays 348 361 05U Totals 7 69 99 0 38
Average Per Game 418.2 376.4 OPP Totals 3 3 10 0 3
Average Per Play 6.0 5.2
Penalties-Yards 37-325 29-252 Punt Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Fumbles-Lost 84 42 Philly Brown 312 40 0 10
3rd Down Efficiency 29-67 29-81 Devin Smith 2 14 70 0 16
Percentage 43% 36% Bradley Roby 111 110 0 0
4th Down Efficiency 23 1-8 Jordan Hall 1 6 60 0 0
Percentage 67% 12% 05U Totals 7 4 61 0 16
Sacks-Yards 12-106 8-52 OPP Totals 6 50 83 1 20
Times Of Possession Avg. 2913 30:47
Kickoff Returns  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Score Devin Smith 5 101 202 0 2
ByQuarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot AVg.  pranReeves 2 45 25 0 26
Ohio State 27 59 38 44 — 168 336 Bri‘onte Dunn 12 20 0 2
Opponents 22 13 30 20 — 85 170  OSU Totals 8 168 210 0 26
. o OPP Totals 20 47 209 0 35
Individual Statistics
Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
Braxton Miler 90 577 64 7 65 Ryan Shazier 2721 48 2512 109
Jordan Hall 40 218 54 1 15 Etienne Sabino 19 17 36 2017 2017
Carlos Hyde 35 158 45 2 16 Christian Bryant 14 18 32 0.5-1 —
Bri‘onte Dunn 2 60 50 1 13 Bradley Roby 18 10 28 20-13 1.0-M
Rod Smith 12 50 42 T Johnathan Hankins 10 18 28 2.0-12 1.0-10
Philly Brown 5 48 96 0 19 Orhian Johnson 0 9 19 — —
Zach Boren "mo33 30 2 8 Garrett Goebel 6 12 18 208 103
Kenny Guiton 5 14 2.8 0 n Travis Howard 12 6 18 — —
Devin Smith 1 2 20 0 2 John Simon 7 10 17 259 107
TEAM 7 -39 -56 0 0 C.J. Barnett 9 8 17 102 —
0OSU Totals 218 1,121 51 14 65 Nathan Williams 6 8 14 154 103
OPP Totals 140 504 36 3 81 Doran Grant 0 2 12 1.0-8 1.0-8
. X Corey Brown 5 6 11 — —
Passing Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT Effic. Storm Klein 3 4 7 _ _
Braxton Miller 76 121 62.8 933 8-3 14444 Curtis Grant 2 5 7 — —
Kenny Guiton 5 9 556 37 0-0 90.09 Jamal Marcus 5 0 5 — —
OSU Totals 81 130 62.3 970 8-3 140.68 Adam Griffin 4 0 4 — —
OPP Totals 134 221 60.6 1,378 5-7 114.14 Drew Basil 2 2 4 — —
- Tommy Schutt 2 1 3 — —
Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long Joshua Perry 11 2 _ _
Philly Brown 32 317 99 1 38 Camren Wilams 1 1 2 — —
Devin Smith 19 351 185 4 72 David Perkins 2 0 2 — —
Jake Stoneburner 7 92 131 3 40 Noah Spence 2 0 2 1020 1.020
Evan Spencer 5 70 140 0 44 Steve Miller 2 0 2 1010 10-10
Zach Boren 4 35 88 0 14 Najee Murray 2 0 2 — —
Nick Vannett 4 19 48 0 7 Adolphus Washington 2 0 2 1.0-8  1.08
Jordan Hall 3 31 103 0 14 Devin Smith 112 — —
Jeff Heuerman 3 28 93 0 10 Carlos Hyde 10 1 — _
Carlos Hyde 2 8 40 0 6 Craig Cataline 10 1 — —
Verlon Reed 1 13 130 0 13 Taylor Rice 10 1 — —
Michael Thomas 1 6 60 0 6 Bryce Haynes 10 1 — —
05U Totals 65 791 122 7 72 05U Totals 193 162 355 20-124 12-106
OPP Totals 12 1109 99 4 58 OPP Totals 200 152 352 24101 852
Scoring TD EPK EPR EPP FG PTS Fumbles Forced: 1 — Christian Bryant, Etienne
Braxton Miler 7 — 22 — — 46 Sabino, Ryan Shazier.
Drew Basil — 2021 — — 22 26 Fumbles Recovered: 1 — Doran Grant, Bradley
Devin Smith 4 — — — — Roby.
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Win Over Spartans Unofficial Start To Meyer Era

The Urban Meyer era at Ohio State may
have technically started Sept. 1, 2012, when
the Buckeyes waxed the Miami RedHawks.
But for many, the Meyer era began in earnest
four weeks later when his Buckeyes traveled
to East Lansing and earned a hard-fought 17-16
victory over Michigan State.

Through all the ups and downs experienced
by the Buckeyes during the four undefeated
weeks of the nonconference schedule, I think
everyone — fans, coaches, players and pundits
alike — were looking toward the confrontation
with the Spartans as the first measuring stick
of how Ohio State was going to fare under
Meyer, the wunderkind from Bowling Green,
Utah and Florida who was returning to Ohio to
coach his home-state Buckeyes.

And if you were among the few who failed
to see the significance of this first true test for
Meyer and his men, you need only to have
looked at the raucous celebration among the
OSU players, coaches and fans after the game.
It was as if the Buckeyes had defeated the
other school from that state up north — and
then some.

‘What was interesting was that the Buckeyes
scored the victory in almost Jim Tressel-like
fashion, coming together as a team, digging
down deep and doing what they had to do to
record the win, especially at key times.

After months and months of talk and specu-
lation and hope among Buckeye fans about
the creative, wide-open offense Ohio State
was going to run under Meyer and his new
offensive coaching staff, there was nothing to
compare to Sid Gillman, Bill Walsh or Walt
Harris in this game.

It was pretty much Braxton Miller left,
Braxton Miller right, Braxton Miller up the
middle, a long pass to Devin Smith and a
good-old fashioned late-game pounding by
Carlos Hyde and the offensive line to generate
enough yards, first downs and points to secure
the one-point win. I suspect Jim Bollman could
have drawn up that game plan.

And what about the defense — so maligned,
and rightfully so, during the nonconference
part of the schedule — shutting down Le’Veon
Bell, the nation’s third-leading ball carrier? The
Columbus area product tallied only 45 yards
on 17 carries, an average of just 2.6 yards per
attempt. That was more than 100 yards below
his game average for the first four games and
half his 5.2-yard per carry average.

That forced the Spartans’ offense to go
away from its strength to try to beat Ohio State,
and while MSU managed to rack up 269 yards
through the air, it scored only one touchdown.
‘That TD, a 29-yard third-quarter reception by
Keith Mumphery that put Michigan State in a
position to win the game, will still be a source
for concern from OSU critics and coaches alike
as the missed tackles that have plagued the
Buckeyes all season were in abundance on the
catch-and-run.

Other than that play, though, the bend-but-
don’t-break Buckeyes turned in their best per-
formance of the season, holding the Spartans
to four field-goal attempts on their other trips
into OSU territory, three of which kicker Dan
Conroy converted. On Michigan State’s other
six drives, all of which ended in punts, the
Green and White averaged five plays and 11.8
yards before punting.

The Ohio State defense, which has been
strong when it had to be all season, was espe-
cially tough when the game was on the line,
even overcoming a serious gaffe in the fourth
quarter.

With the Buckeye clinging to a 17-13 lead,
Michigan State was forced to go for it on fourth-
and-1 at the OSU 44. Ohio State forced an

MHEAVIEW, ISTHFRAHIGH
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incomplete Andrew Maxwell pass and should
have taken over on downs, but the Buckeyes
were called for defensive holding and the
Spartans had new life on the OSU 34. The
defense stiffened again, with Nathan Williams
sacking Maxwell on third down, and MSU had
to settle for a Conroy field goal to make it 17-16
with 7:07 remaining.

The Buckeyes were quickly forced to punt
themselves, and Michigan State set up shop
for what would prove to be the last time, tak-
ing over at the MSU 20. Maxwell immediately
hit Tony Lippett with an 11-yard pass for a first
down, but that would be the Spartans’ last hur-
rah. The Buckeyes forced a third-and-9 and
OSU linebacker Etienne Sabino came barrel-
ing in on Maxwell, forcing an incomplete pass
and a punt with 4:10 to play.

Then behind Hyde and Miller, Ohio State
ran out the clock.

Sabino added a key sack and had eight total
tackles as the Ohio State linebackers had an
impact on the game for the first time all season.
Fellow linebacker Ryan Shazier also had eight
tackles, and Storm Klein added three.

Speaking of Bollman, maybe some of his
influence robbed off on Michigan State head
coach Mark Dantonio in the eight years they
coached together at Youngstown State and
OSU. That’s because I thought the Spartans
stubbornly continued to run Bell, whose lon-
gest run was a gain of only 8 yards, when it was
clear that his type of straight-ahead running
is something the Buckeyes are — and always
have been — geared to stop. Bell was much
more effective as a receiver coming out of the
backfield - the type of play the Buckeyes have
struggled against — catching eight passes for
58 yards to lead the Spartans. He also could
have been used as a decoy with play-action
fakes into the line.

While the Buckeyes were bottling up
Michigan State’s top weapon, the Spartans,
who entered the game sixth in the nation in
total defense, did not have as much success
stopping the Buckeyes’ main weapon.

Miller called his own number 23 times,
racking up 136 yards on the ground, more than
two times the total of the highly-touted Bell. He
also picked up another 179 yards through the
air on 16 completions, giving him 315 yards
of total offense on the day, 82.2 percent of
Ohio State’s total output of 383 and better than
Michigan State’s team total of 303.

The Buckeyes' brain trust, or perhaps
Miller himself on some of his option deci-
sions, appears to have embraced the fact that
the quarterback is Ohio State’s best offensive
weapon and seems prepared to go to that well
as often as necessary to emerge victorious. If
that is the strategy, the 6-2, 220-pound Miller
proved his toughness against the rugged MSU
defense, getting knocked out of the game twice
but returning quickly on both occasions.

Still, if the Buckeyes are in the Big Ten race
for the long haul, you would think they will
need to develop some of their other weapons.

Smith continues to show that “wow” fac-
tor that Meyer so dearly craves, scoring the
decisive touchdown on a 63-yard bomb but
gathering in only one other pass on the day.
His 79 yards gave him 351 yards on 19 catches
for the season, good for an 18.5-yard average,
and it would be nice to try to get the ball in his
hands more.

Corey “Philly” Brown had a solid, posses-
sion receiver-type day, catching 12 passes for
84 yards, giving him 32 receptions on the year
and establishing himself as another viable
option for Miller.

Jordan Hall and Hyde also each had catch-
es out of the backfield, good for 10 and 6 yards,
respectively. But Jake Stoneburner, he of the
12 career touchdown catches, was shut out for
the second game in a row, and Miller did not
complete a single pass to a tight end.

Hall, before he was knocked out of the
game with a knee injury, and Hyde also had
some success on the ground, though obviously
not to the level of Miller. Hall carried six times
for 26 yards with a long of 14, good for a 4.3-
yard average, while Hyde bulled his way to 49
yards on 11 carries for a 4.5-yard mark with a
long of nine. While those aren’t game-breaking
numbers, they are marks that add up to first
downs, which in turn add up to victories. (By
the way, if you rewatch the game, check out
Hyde’s blocking. It was outstanding.)

The options are there. The question seems
to be whether Miller or Meyer and Co. have
the confidence in those other options or would
prefer to continue to ride Miller as far as he’ll
take them. It would seem, though, that using
the others more would not only save wear
and tear on the quarterback but increase his
productivity by keeping defenses from keying
on Miller.

Things don’t get any easier as the Buckeyes
prepare to host Nebraska on Oct. 6 in a prime-
time showdown of traditional powers.

But as Meyer himself would say, the best
thing about being 50 (and 1-0 in the Big Ten)
is you have a chance to be 6-0 (and 2-0).

Game Notes

e Nathan Williams was credited with five
tackles and a sack against Michigan State, but
his stat line doesn’t reflect his presence during
the game. His pressure was relentless and his
continued improvement following a return
from knee surgery has put opponents in the
position of having to pick their poison when it
comes to blocking.

The defensive line also features John Simon,
who is already an established star and relent-
less performer, and big Johnathan Hankins,
who is emerging as one of the top defensive
line talents in the country. I know you hear a
lot about defensive lines in the SEC, but how
much better can a defensive line be than the
one the Buckeyes have put together?

e The onfield meeting between Meyer
and Dantonio following the OSU victory might
have been the shortest on record between
two coaches at the end of a game. It's clear
that the days of the cozy relationship between
Michigan State and Ohio State that existed
when Jim Tressel, who was Dantonio’s boss
for eight years at Youngstown State and Ohio
State, is over.

e As you saw players from both sides
repeatedly being felled by injuries in East
Lansing, along with a little extracurricular
pushing and shoving, you knew that Big Ten
football had started. It may not be SEC football,
but it is our football.

Looking Back
Those of you who are regular readers of
this column know that I love our “From the

Pages of BSB” feature that runs in each issue
of Buckeye Sports Bulletin. It is always inter-
esting to see things that I have forgotten or to
look back at events with 10, 20 or even 30 years
of perspective and see the frequent irony.

This issue, I was struck by something that
shows how, for all its supposed innovations,
football hasn’t really changed.

Former Ohio State head coach John Cooper
was lamenting 20 years ago that his team
couldn’t pound out a yard and a half against
Wisconsin on a penalty-shortened two-point
conversion attempt.

“In my opinion, with our big offensive line
and the big backfield we had in there, if we
can’t make a yard and a half, we probably don’t
deserve to win the game, and it really boiled
down to that,” Cooper said.

Fast-forward to this season and current
coach Meyer sounded the same after his
Buckeyes couldn’t pound the ball in from the 1
against Miami (Ohio).

“Ohio State should be able to knock it in
from the 1,” Meyer said after the 56-10 win
over the RedHawks. “That’s bad. That’s abso-
lutely nonnegotiable. Nonsense.”

Enjoy “From the Pages of BSB” on page 2
of this issue.

In our ongoing celebration of the 10th anni-
versary of Ohio State’s 2002 national football
championship, this issue we look back as the
Buckeyes, with Maurice Clarett returning to
the lineup, bounced back from their near disas-
ter against Cincinnati to roll to a 4517 victory
over visiting Indiana.

Clarett scored three touchdowns while
racking up 104 yards just 11 days after under-
going knee surgery, to help vault Ohio State
into the top five in both major polls.

We also learned that even a tough guy like
Clarett could be a wuss, as he got squeamish at
halftime when doctors were forced to give the
running back stitches after he opened his sur-
gical wound on a TD run late in the first half.

Don't forget that there will be additional
coverage of the win over Indiana in our Oct.
5 electronic issue of BSB. Included will be my
column from 10 years ago, as well as Mike
Wachsman’s column from the same issue
where he boldly warns readers after just five
weeks, “If you wait too long to secure those
tickets to Tempe for the Fiesta Bowl, you'll be
priced out of the market.”

TI'lllet you read Mike’s column to see where
he was coming from.

A Win Is A Win

I will guarantee you there are Buckeye
fans out there, especially some of those
who got completely caught up in the Meyer
hiring frenzy, who are unhappy Ohio State
defeated Michigan State by only one point.
Now that Meyer is here, those fans reasoned
that lopsided victories would automatically
follow.

Out of curiosity, I checked Meyer’s record
against Alabama and LSU while he was at
Florida to see if he was beating the SEC’s best
by multiple touchdowns. The average score in
a game between the Gators and either Alabama
or LSU during Meyer’s tenure was 2221 — in
favor of the Crimson Tide and Tigers.

Meyer was 56 against the SEC’s Big Two,
in fact losing to both of the teams in his inau-
gural year of 2005.

It should be noted, however, that in his two
national championship years, Florida dominat-
ed its rivals. In 2006, the Gators beat Alabama
by a 2813 final and LSU, 23-10. In the champi-
onship year of 2008, the Gators crushed LSU,
51-21, before downing the Tide in the SEC
Championship Game, 31-20.
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