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OHIO STATE VS, TEXAS TECH

Texas Tech Totally Toasted

Bucks Dominate
All Facets, Coast
To Pigskin Victory

By STEVE HELWAGEN
HBuekeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Throughout 2002, much has been
made about whether the Ohio State
offense and particularly the injury
plagued offensive line — would be able to
wmawer the call

But il the season opener is any indica
tion, that unit could be something to reck
on with and the OSU defense ian't too
ihabby, either

The 13th-ranked Buckeyes jumped on
Tuxas Tech early and cruised to a 46-21
win in the Pigslin Classic before a crowd
of 100,037 Aug. 24 at Ohio Stadium

The OSU churned out 477
yards and 24 first downs, doing much of
L8 damage on the ground with 317 yards
in 57 attempts Meanwhile, the defense
kept Tech's star passer, KIY Kingsbury, in
check much of the day

“Our defense worked hard and creatoed
ome opportunities,” said OSU coach Jim
[rospel. “Our offense took advantage of
them and our special teams stepped up

‘Overall, for an opening ball game
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againgt a good team, it was very solid,”

The game served as the coming-out
party [m froshman tailback Maurice
Clarett, who finished the day with 176
yards and three touchdowns on 21 carries.
He had spectacular breakaway touchdown
rung of 59 and 46 vards as the Buckeyes
built a 38-7 lead and coasted to the win

‘I was like a kid living a dream,” said
Clarett, who was believed to be the first
true freshman to start a genson opener at
tailbaek for OSU since at least World War
II. “But I know if T want it to happen
again, 'l have to practice really hard "

Clarett actually split time at tailback
with sophomores Maurice Hall and Lydell
Ross, Hall added 74 yards on 13 carries,
while Ross had 40 yards and two touch
downs on 16 attempts

Junior Craig Krenzel moved into the
quarterback role on a full-time basis and
took command of the OSU offense. He hit
on 11 of 14 passes for 118 yards and also
carried four times for 394 yards

“It was just fun to sit back there,”
Krenzel said, “I had the opportunity to be
relaxed nnd get the ball to our playmalkers
and let them malke some plays.”

The OSU defense kept Texas Tech's

potent spread offense bottled up most of

the day. Kingsbury, who threw for nearly
4,000 yards last yoar, ended up 26 of 44
passing for 341 yards with three touch
downs and one interception

“They jumped on us and we really did
n't recover,” Kingsbury said. “We got down
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JEFF BREMM

SO LONG <« With Tim Anderson (54) and his teammates cheering him
on, OSU freshman running back Maurice Clarett (13) outruns Texas
Tech's Ricky Sailor to score his first touchdown, a 69-yarder.

As It Happened
Q8U geored touchdowns in workman
like fashion on its first two possessions
The game began on a good note for the
Buckeyes as freshman linebacker Bobby
Carponter dropped Toch kick returner
Ivory MeCanpg ot the B-yard line
Kingabury wae sacked at the Tech 6 on
third down and, after a punt and a 14
yard return by Mike Dosg, the Buckeyes
waore in buginess at the Red Raidors’ 32
08U needed seven plays to find the
end zone, Krenzel rifled a 17-yard pass to
teams, Offensively, wo never really got in -~ Michael Jenking, Then, on third-and-7 at
syne the Tech 12, Krenzel scrambled and
“The biggest thing was big plays on the  dropped the ball to Clarett, who powered
run, We gave up big plays on the run down to the 4 for a first down
That's probably most disturbing” Two plays later, the Buckeyes faced

21:7 and were kind of serambling for
things to do."

The OSU defense twice slammed the
door on the Red Raiders when the game
was still in doubt, OSU stopped Tech on
fourth-and-goal at the 1 just before half:
time, while cornerback Dustin Fox inter
cepted Kingsbury at the goal line early in
the third quarter

“I didn't think we played together con
slatently,” said Tech conch Mike Leach
“Defensively, we gave up big plays. We
could have gotten more out of special
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second-and-goal at the Tech 2, OSU lined
up in a jumbo right formation but pulled
back left and Ross followed the blocking
for the 2-yard touchdown run and a 7-0
lead with 10:63 left in the first quarter

“When we got into the red zone, the
offensive line made it happen,” Ross said,
“They created the holes and I was able to
get through and score.”

Field position was not in OSU's favor a
geries later, when the Red Raiders' punt
rolled dead at the OSU 4. But the
Buckeyes needed just six plays to go the
96.yard distance and extend the lead to
14-0

Facing third-and-6 on the OSU 9,
Krenzel stepped up and tucked the ball
for a 23-yard gain and a first down
Three plays later, OSU had third-and-1
at the OSU 41, Clarett took a handoff
and slid by Tech's Ricky Sailor at the line
of scrimmage and was gone down the
right sideline, Tech's Joselio Hanson
tried to make a lagt-diteh tackle attempt,
but Clarett stiff-armed him at the 10 and
finished off the 69-yard TD run with 5:10
left in the first

Texas Tech answered with a nine-play,
yard scoring march. Kingsbury hit on 5
of 6 passes on the drive. Fating fourth
and-2 at the OSU 37, he hit Carlos
Francis on a quick slant. Francis got by
OSU cornerback Richard MeNutt, who
took a bad angle, and was gone on a 37
yard touchdown that cut the lead to 14-7
on the final play of the first quarter

“We checked to a slant and Carlos just
did a good job taking it to the house,”
Kingsbury said

08U went three-and-out on its third
offensive series but rebounded for a 10
play, 75-yard touchdown march on the
fourth

Again, Krenzel stepped up and
serambled for 16 yards and a first down
He then hit tight end Ben Hartsock, who
made a juggling 10-yard grab for a first
down at the Tech 13, Clarett converted a
third-and-1 at the 4 with a 3-yard run
down to the 1, On the next play, Ross fol
lowed left guard Mike Stafford into the
end zone on the l-yard TD run that
pushed the OSU lead to 21-7 with 7:40
left in the first half

The Red Raiders drove 78 yards down
to the OSU 1 as Kingsbury completed
passes of 29 yards to Wes Welker and a 28
varder to Mickey Peters. An OSU face
mask penalty also helped Tech

But on fourth-and-goal from just out
gide the 1, Tech's Foy Munlin tried to go
over right tackle to no avail. OSU line
backers Matt Wilhelm and Cie Grant got
great penetration to stop Munlin for no
gain

“We had figured that when Kingsbury
was under center that they would run the
ball,"” Wilhelm said. “It was a great call by
our conches. We callod ‘Bullets’ and that is
where Cie Grant and I try to get through
the ‘B’ gap. 1 just tried to get skinny, get
through there and make a play.”
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Leach lamented not using one of his
three timeouts to plan a better play.

“I'd definitely call timeout,” Leach said.
“I'd probably still go for it, though,”

The 217 score stood at the half before
the Buckeyes came out on the first posses-
sion of the second half and went 80 yards
in a quick four plays to extend the lead,

Hall picked up 18 yards on first down
before losing 6 on the second. Krenzel
then found Jenking for a 22-yard gain to
the Tech 456

On the next play, Clarett went right
behind pulling guard Stafford and out-
gprinted Tech's Byron Johnson to com-
plete a 46-yard TD run and up the lead to
287 with 13:08 left in the third quarter.

Tech again moved into the red zone,
but Kingsbury’s first-down pass at the
OSU 17 was intercepted by Fox, who fell
on the goal line for a touchback

“It was a nice play by their guy"
Kingabury said. “I just underthrew it."

Fox added, "He was rolling out to hig
left and I actually thought he was going to
run the ball. I came up and [ may have
baited him. He tried to toss it over my
head, but | was able to get back there and
et it."

08U then moved 62 yards before Mike
Nugent came on and drilled a 46-yard
field goal to make it 31-7 with 6:46 left in
the third

Chris Gamble set up OSU' next touch
down with a 27-yard punt return down to
the Tech 33, Hall ripped off a 20-yard run,
but Clarett capped the seven-play drive
with a 1-yard TD run to make it 38-7 with
156 loft in the third

Kingsbury hit Welker for a 34-yard
touchdown pass with 9:23 left in the
game, B.J. Symons then came on and hit
Anton Paige for the two-point conversion,
cutting the lead to 38-165,

OSU  backup quarterback Scott
McMullen then led OSU on a 12-play, 76-
yard scoring drive, keyed by his 26-yard
toas to Drew Carter, McMullen capped the
drive with his l-yard quarterback sneak
on second-and-goal, extending the lead to
45-156 with 2:24 left

Kingsbury had one last bullet in his
holeter, though, as he piloted Tech on a
last-ditch scoring drive capped by his 36
yard bomb to Welker that made it 456-2
with 12 left, Kingsbury's two
point conversion pass failed

geconds

Game Notes

* The game wags not a sellout, snapping
O8U's string of 31 straight sellouts dating
to the 1997 Eddie Robinson Classic with
Wyoming

* OSU improved to 2-0 all-time against
Texas Tech. OSU defeated the Red
Raiders 17-10 in 1990 in Columbus,

* The Buckeyes won their third
straight season opener, dating to a 1999
loss to Miami (Fla.) in the Kickoff Classic,

This was OSU's 24th straight home
opener win, dating to a 1978 loss to Penn
State, OSU's all-time opener record is now
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Ohio State 45, Texas Tech 21

Aug. 24, 2002 ~ Ohlo Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 L)
TEXAS TECH : 4 0 0 14 - 21
OHIO STATE 14 E ¢ 7 7 - a8
First Quarter

08U ~ Ross, 2 yard run (Nugent kick), 10:63; 7 plays, 32 yards, 300
TOP,

08U — Clarett, 59 yard run (Nugent kick), 5:10; 6 plays, 96 yards, 2:44
TOP.

T Francis, 37 yard pass from Kingsbury (Treege kick), 0:00; 9 plays,
72 ynrcs, 4:58 TOP,
Socond Quarter

08U ~ Ross, 1 yard run (Nugent kick), 7:40; 10 plays, 78 yards, 447
TOP,
Third Quarter
08U ~ Clarett, 45 yard run (Nugent kick), 13:08; 4 plays, 80 yarcs,
1:44 TOP,
osu Nugent, 45 yard flald goal, 6:40; 11 plays, 52 yards, 4:28 TOP.
08U <= Clarott, 1 yard run (Nugent kick), 1156, 7 plays, 33 yards, 3:34 TOP,

Fourth Quarter
TT — Walker, 34 yard pass from Kingsbury (Palge pass from Symons), 9:29; 6 plays, 80 yards, 1:57 TOP.
08U — MeMullen, 1 yard run (Nugent kiek), 2:24; 12 plays, 76 yards, 6:40 TOP,
Ll Walker, 36 yard pass from Kingsbury (pass falled), 0:12; 8 plays, 72 yards, 2:03 TOPR.

Att, = 100,037

Waather - Pleasant, 83 degrees; wind, 57 NW
Toam Statistios

m osu
First Downs 17 24
Rushing 2 18
Passing 13 [
Panalty 2 1
Rushes-Yards 2031 87817
Passing Yards an 160
Passos (Att-Compeint,) 44-26-1 17130

Offensive Plays [T} 74

Total Net Yards an a7t
Third Down Efficlenoy T8 1016
Fourth Down Efflelency 12 00
Punta 6408 aano
Fumbles-Lost 00 00
Ponaltion 343 547
Time of Possession 24:04 866
Individual Statistios
RUSHING (Att Net Yds,) == TT: Henderson 3:-31; Munlin 7:18; MeGuire 1.8 Kingsbury 9(27), 08U

Clarett 22-178; M Hall 13:74; Ross 16-40; Krenzel 4-34; Team 1-(-1); MeMullen 2+(-5)

PASSING (Att-Comp.Int.Yda TD) — TT: Kingsbury 44-20-1.341.3, 08U Kronzel 14-11-0-1168:0; MoMullen 3
20420

RECEIVING (Reo.-Yds.) = TT: Welker 5117; Francls 5-67; Paige 5-44; Poters 3-43; Glover 3:-39; Munlin 210
Henderson 2-44; McGuire 1-17, 08U; Clarett 4-30; Jenking 3-58; M. Hall 2.25; Gamble 2-11; Carter 1-26; Hartsock
110

PUNTING (NosAVE-Long) == TT: Greathouse 6-40, 6-48, 08U Groom 448,055

PUNT RETURNS (No.Yds.) = TT: Walker 430, 08U; Gamble 2-40; Doss 1-14

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds,) — TT: MeCann 4-08; Hendarson 2:27; Welker 1.6, 08U: M. Hall 241, Doss

FUMBLE RECOVERIES ~ TTi None, 08U None

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds,) = TT: None. 08U; Fox 1.0

SACKS == TT: Page 16; Hunt 1.3, Duckett 1.2, O8U: Grant 2:17; W.Smith 2.7, Peterson 1:6; Wilhelm 1.3
Anderson 1-0; Seott 10

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) TT: Hunt 2-4; Page 1-6; M. Turner 1-8; Sailor 1.3; Ayoock 1.2; Duckett 1.2
M.Smith 11, O8U: W.Smith 410; Grant 217, Peterson 1.5; Wilheim 1.2

TACKLES (Solo-Asst. Tot,) = TT: Flugence 15:520; Aycock 6-2-8; M.Smith 53-8, Hunt 51.6; Saller 416
B.Johnson 4:-1-5; Turner 3-1.4; Page 30.3; Harmon 3-0-3; MeCann 2:0-2; Hanson 2:0-2; Anderson 2.0-2; Duckett 2.0
20 MeKinney 0-2:2; Dorrough 1:0:1; Saldi 1-0-1, OMIO STATE: Wilhelm 819, Doss 516, MeNutt 506, Grant 506
W.Smith 4-0-4; Pateson 3-1-4; Carpenter 3-0-3; Anderson 1-2-3; Jacobs 2:0-2; Underwood 20-2; Salley 20-2; Nickey
202, Scott 1-1-2; Allen 1.0-1; Fox 1:01; Conwell 1.0-1; Reynalds 1.0-1; Nugent 1.0:1; D Andrews 1-0-1; Childress 1
01

PLAYERS IN THE GAME TEXAS TECH: Offense, Lopar, Cecll, Campbell, Richards, Keck, Kingsbury, Munlin
Walker, Peters, Palge, Francls, Treece, Defense, McKinney, Anderson, Harmon, Hunt, M. Bmith, Flugence, Turner
Sallor, Ayeock, B, Johnson, Hanson, Greathouse, Reserves, Symons, Bachman, Mack, Saldi, Glover, Maverty, Boyd
Dorrough, Henderson, C.Davis, Wesley, Bartee, Woods, McGann, Hartfield, Norman, Plerce, MeGuire, Redriguez
Thrweatt, Whitley, Gandy, Hawking, Duckett, Christensen, Page, Wyatt, OHIO STATE: Defense, W.Smith, Andarson, \
Paterson, Scott, Grant, Reynolds, Fox, MeNutt, Doss, Nickey, Allen, Groom. Offense, Jenkins, Douglas, Stafford
Stepanovich, Bishop, Olivea, Hartsock, Hamby, Gamble, Krenzel, Clarett, Nugent. Reserves, Childress, Unhlenhake
D'Andrea, Carter, Jngobs, Chattama, MeMullen, Boone, Conwall, Salley, M Hall, Ross, Everett, Wilhaim, O'Nelll
Matthaws, Carpanter, Schnlttkar, Pagac, Hawk, Tucker, Undarwood, Kudia, K. Andrews, Clarke, Fraser, Holling, Bond
Green, Thompson, D.Androws, Penton,

97-12-4,
¢ The Buckeyes are now 4-2 all-time in
August, including 2-0 in the Pigskin

Classic. The Buckeyes won the 1994
Pigekin game, defeating Fresno State 34
10 on a neutral field in Anaheim, Calif
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Defense Kicked Raiders When They Were Down

'l eat a bully 1 1t

Y INSIDE THE GAME

learned that all too often in the past few

Hon ['he Buckeye \wnllv‘\””w. fat with

ind happy, absorbing bod ind
haymaker ind turning victorg into a
lofoat Mike Wachsman
vhen Texas Tech and its play
und style of football invaded Ohio and jeﬁ Rapp
tadium, there were definite concer:
I'his time, however, the Buckeye
ere the one ending the message Not this tim«
Kinj ch down and continuing to We played as a unit, which was very
kk sand in its face in a 45-21 season important against a team like this one,”
opening victory that wasn't as close a All-American strong safety Mike Doss
he oreboard said aid, "We just knew we had to do our job
lech averaged 35 points per gamd and work as a group and good things
last season behind the deadly effective would happen.”
wrm of quarterback KNff Kingsbury and The Buckeyes held the Red Raiders
figured it could knock Ohio State down  to 372 yards, a few yards below their
peg or two with its four- and five-wide 118 yardas-per-game clip from a yea
receiver set 10
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chance on national 'l

to make a statement
Against a pretly good
offense,” free safet

Donnie Nickey said
“We knew we had the
potential to do thi

Kingsbur) vas
sacked just 26 time
on nearl 600 pas
attempts last year, so

for the Buckeyes to get
to the senior Heisman
candidate seven time
ays something about
the defense’s nttitude
“1 know our player

like to press, and if
you hold up the pre:
sure vou're OK." coor
dinator Mark
Dantonio gaid
“Sometimes we got

beat, but we recovered
and made a play the
next time.”

The Kaiser Rolls

Matt Wilhelm was
jeldom 100 percent a
year ago after suffer
Ing an early-season
ankle injury. It wa
bad enough that it
needed surgery, which
forced him to mi
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apring ball

back Taurean Henderson (19) shakes the cob- Brbe Bia ot oo ilie
webs from his head after being slammed to the .14 iy the first game
ground by OSU defensive end Will Smith. of his last year at
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We're ideally located in the heart of Columbus'
most exciting areas:the Short North, the Arena
District and downtown, Stay with Crowna Plaza
Hotel or The Lofts Hotel... offering the city's finest
accommaodations for Buckeye gamas and avants.

Call for reservations, or visit us on the Web,
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OSU, was an incomparable feeling

“l wanted to get off to this kind of
start, and 1 think we sent a message
today,” Wilhelm said

The senior led the Buckeyes with
nine stops, none more important than a
hit in the backfield on Tech's Foy
Munlin on fourth-and-goal at the 1 with
the Red Raiders trailing 21-7 with just
under three minutes to go in the half.

Had Texas Tech hit pay dirt, it could
have meant a momentum awing
Wilhelm knifed through the gap like he
knew the play was coming

Well, he sort of did

“When Kingsbury lines up under
center it's typically a running play,”
Wilhelm said. "The coaches sent me and
Cie Grant into the B gap and | was able
to stop his momentum and keep him out
of the end zone.”

Cornering The Market

One question coming into the season
and this game especially was how well
Ohio State's inexperienced cornerbacks
would hold up

Dustin Fox and Richard MeNutt got
substantial time in January's Outback
Bowl due to an injury to Derek Roas but
neither had started a the

game in
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EXPERIENCE COLUMBUS'
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OPEN BUNDAY 56:30 pm

(KITGHEN OPEN FRBAT, T 1 AM)
KARAOKE FRIDAY & BATURDAY ‘il 2 AM
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS TECH

Horseshoe against such a vaunted pass-
ing attack

Kingebury's first pass was designed
to teat Fox's mettle, and the sophomore
came through with a vicious hit on Tech
receiver Wes Waelker on a pass that was
much too high to corral,

“A lot of people questioned how good
our corners were, but I think we showed
we're going to be all right,” Fox said.
“Hopefully this can continue. I felt good
out there, I felt comfortable and going
into the season I had a lot of confidence.
We all do back there, really.”

The only real misstep came when
Carlos Francis took a slant pass from
Kingsbury 37 yards to the house after
MeNutt appeared to take a bad angle
and missed an open-field tackle,

The Buckeyes kept their heads up,
though, and kept the Red Raiders out of
the end zone after that until the fourth
quarter. More importantly, OSU's lead-
ors sought out McNutt and let him
know how things were,

“If you make a mistake you want to
correct it," Doss said. “We didn't get
down on Richard, We just told him to
work harder and he'd get 'em next
time.”

I'ox may have been the recipient of

some good fortune on a third-quarter
interception in the end zone,

Kingabury was flushed out of the
pocket and looked like he was going to
tuck it and run, so Fox bit and started
moving to make the tackle, Behind him,
Nehemiah Glover waited alone in the
end zone,

Kingsbury lofted one of the day's few
errant throws, a floater that allowed
Fox to recover and pick it off in the end
zone,

“It was happening so fast that I'm
not really sure what happened,” Fox
said, "I had the man and then left him
which I probably shouldn't have done,
and then he lobbed it up there and it
came to me."

The Coverages:
They Are A-<Changin’

Kingsbury has been around a while
and has seen a lot,

That's why the Buckeyes were intent
on mixing up coverages in an attempt to
throw the Big 12 passing champion off
his game.

“They played some odd defenses and
utilized some down linemen as line-
backers,” Tech conch Mike Leach said,

The disguises fooled Kingsbury at

CHECK OUT THE WEB
OTANISUSHI.COM

ROCHE DRIVE(161 AND 7 1 ACROSS FROM GIANT EAGLE)M

times and took him off his game
despite the fact he tossed for 341 yards
and three touchdowna

“It looked like we were playing a
five-man front, but then we'd drop back
into coverage,” Wilhelm said. "I think
that surprised him a little and took him
out of rhythm "

When OSU wasn't dropping eight,
they were bringing zone blitzes and
stunting linemen up front.

“We went into the game feeling we
were going to pressure the quarter-
back,” Dantonio said. “We tried to get
him off-balance and I think we did
that.”

Crowding the line with a linebacker
or safety seemed to put Kingsbury's
head on a swivel, and that affected
some of his throws

“We would show guys blitzing and
those guys wouldn't come, It was some
one else," Grant said. “We made him
think a lot, and football is a game of
reacting, not thinking.”

Even though the Buckeyes forced
Jjust one turnover, they definitely dictat
ed play and set the tempo with their

Continued On Page 14
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Archie’s Freshman

Mark Safe For Now

Continued From Page 13

pass rush

“If you get someone out of their com
fort zone they won't perform as well,
and we got him out of his comfort zone,”
defensive end Simon Fraser said
“I'here were some nervous jitters in the
first quarter but I settled down and was
able to get into the flow of the game
Everyone up front was outstanding and
we had a lot of chances to get into their
backfield.”

Kingsbury left Columbus with noth-
ing but praise for the Buckeye defense

“Those guys were good, those three
guys up front,” he said. “They were
dropping eight into coverage and still
getting a lot of pressure on me.”

Tech generally counteracts the pass
rush with unorthodox ling aplits. The
offensive linemen will stand two to
three feet apart to create passing lanes
for Kingsbury, and while it's good in
concept, it doesn’t always work if the
team across from you has bigger,
stronger players j

No one on the Red Raiders line was
able to stop defensive end Will Smith,
who finished the day with four tackles,
all for lost yardage.

“When they give you offensive line
splits like that you have to take them,”
Dantonio said, “Whether it's with a line-
backer or safety, you cannot allow them
to split you out like that and rush the
edge. We dropped people and brought
gome of the linemen under. We lost con-
tain at times but Kingsbury got flushed
out and we felt if we could get him going
to his left he wouldn't be as effective.”

Grinding It Out

Early in the second half, the
Buckeyes — and specifically freshman
tailback Maurice Clarett = ruined any
chance at suspense for the ABC broad-
cast

Taking the field with the same
momentum gained in the first 30 min-
utes, the Buckeyes opened up a 28-7
lead on a 456-yard scamper by Clarett,
There wasn't any mystery as to what
was going on: Tech could not stop the
run and the Buckeyes had no intention
of doing much else,

As Clarett racked up 176 yards in
the first three quarters and OSU's lead
swelled to 38-7, thoughts shifted to the
idea of Clarett taking a shot at Archie
Griffin's freshman single-game rushing
record of 239 yarda. Clarett, however,
took just one fourth-quarter handoff
before giving way to tailbacks Maurice
Hall and Lydell Ross, who also enjoyed
productive afternoons.

“I can't control that,” Clarett said.
“The coach controls it. I'm just happy
everybody got in there,”

S0 were Ross and Hall. Ross found
the end zone twice on short touchdown
rung in the first half. He finished with
40 yards on 16 carries, Hall took 13
handoffs and amassed 74 yards includ-
ing one run of 27 yards, He averaged 5,7
yards per carry even though OSU's
offensive mission was clear most of the
time he was on the field,

“It's fun to come in there and help

put the game away like that,” said Hall,
a speedy 510, 190-pound sophomore
not known for pounding into defenses,

It's also enjoyable for the offensive
line, especially an Ohio State quintet
that was nothing short of maligned
throughout fall camp.

Among those feeling his oats was
right tackle Shane Olivea,

“We knew after the second touch-
down we had this game,” he said. “We
were going to run the ball and they
couldn’t atop us. They were soft.”

With the Clarett train running
downhill, the line in a physical mood
and the scoreboard more than in his
favor, head coach Jim Tressel ordered
his offense to grind out the win, In fact,
80 percent (32 of 40) of the play calls in
the second half were runs

“When you get on a roll with some-
thing you go to it until the well runs
dry,” center Alex Stepanovich said. “We
came out, we did some throwing. The
run was established, obviously, and so
wag the pass, and the run was just
working for us. We were excited to be
able to run the ball as we did."

On the afternoon, the Scarlet and
Gary racked up 317 yards on the ground
and averaged 5.6 per rush, That's a tes-
tament as much as anything to the
offengive line, said fullback Brandon
Schnittker, one of the line's top defend-
ors all fall,

“Like I've said before, I'm confident
in our offensive line," Schnittker said, I
think it showed today. What a great job
they did. They're blowing people off the
ball, they're making the right calls
against defenses that we've seen and it
made it real easy for the fullbacks to get
the one block we're going to get and
then for the tailbacks to be athletic and
malke plays like they're supposed to,

“I can't say enough about the perfor-
mance of the offensive line and the way
they played physical today.”

About the only people in Ohio
Stadium who didn't seem too impressed
were the Red Raiders, who repeatedly
told reporters afterward that OSU's
rushing success was merely due to
“missed assignments.”

“We had too many mental mistakes,”
Tech linebacker Mike Smith said,
“Those long runs they had for touch-
downs were all package mistakes, Two
times it was the wrong call and the
other time we didn’t fill that gap, You
can't have that.

“It was tough to hear out there.
That's just stuff we need to take care of,
We didn't stop them when we needed
to.”

Captain Cralg

One reason for OSU's success was
the early accuracy and constant poise
phown by junior quarterback Craig
Krenzel, Even with a short field to start
O8U' first drive, Treasel and offensive
coordinator Jim Bollman called on
Krenzel twice as the Buckeyes grabbed
a quick 7-0 lead. He converted second-
and-10 and third-and-8 on the drive
with strikes to aplit end Michael
Jenkings and Clarett,

When OSU got the ball back on its

'\‘
for
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EYE ON THE BALL — A pass is within the grasp of Ohio State split
end Michael Jenkins (12), but Texas Tech cornerback Ricky Sailor is

right there with him,

own 4, Krenzel converted a third down
with a nifty 23-yard run and completed
his fourth pass attempt with a 9-yard
connection with Hall before Clarett
ignited his outstanding day with a 59-
yard TD blast,

“We've got some playmakers, as you
all saw today," Krenzel said, “It gives
me the opportunity to be relaxed, get
the ball to those guys and watch them
make some plays.”

Krenzel was asked to throw just 14
times all day, but he completed 11 for
118 yards, hit five different receivers
and never even flirted with disaster. He
also showed early in his second-ever col-
legiate start that he wasn't going to suc-
cumb to nervousness — or anything
else, for that matter,

“He's never been one to panic and
he's always had a cool head” Olivea
said, “Even when he gets hit, he's
always encouraging. To me he's never
been someone who buckles under pres-
gure, He's always been ready for any-
thing and he's a good leader, To me,
nothing rattles the kid"

Krenzel served as the captain of the
offense for the Texas Tech game and, to
ask his teammates, he lived up to that
moniker.

“He's not one of those guys who's
going to be real boisterous, but you can
tell he's got that kind of confidence to
him,” Stepanovich said. “He's just a
great natural leader, He has a good way
of telling you to do things. He gets on
your butt the right way."

Added Hall, “Craig's a leader on the
field and off the field, Craig, he's just a
good guy and he's ready to play every
time. We just really look up to Craig
and whatever he has to say, we listen.”

When asked if being named captain
for the game helped him to focus,
Krenzel said, “Not really. It was a
tremendous honor, I would love to have
the opportunity to do it game-in and
game-out for the season, but it's not
going to change the way I address each
game and how I prepare and how ready
T am to play”

Where's The Fullback?

For months now the Buckeyes had
been dealing with off-season questions
about the offense, including the back-

field, Fullback certainly was not
immune with no one on the roster
appearing to be capable of picking up
where Jamar Martin left off.

The position came more into focus at
the start of fall camp when the project-
ed starter, Branden Joe, was cited for
drunken driving and suspended from
the team. Near the conclusion of pre.
season camp another bombshell came
down ~= Jesse Kline, who had worked
his way into the starting fullback role,
suddenly quit the team,

All this seemed to at least bode well
for Schnittker, a 6-1, 260-pound red
ghirt freshman, But when OSU took the
field for the first offensive series of the
geason, Schnittker, too, was on the side-
line,

Instead, the coaches decided to come
out with Ryan Hamby as an H-back in a
twostight end set along with Ben
Hartsock, The ploy seemed to help con-
fuse the Red Raider defense, especially
when Hamby went in motion and either
went into a pass pattern or got a mowng
start to block for running plays.

“Hey, that's our game plan”
Schnittker said, “We set up our gamae
plan week by week, and with the
defenses they had we knew going in we
were going to try to throw the ball on
them because they didn't expect us to do
that, and then when it came down to it
and we wanted to run the ball we came
in and did a great job.

“So I wasn't disappointed, I was
expocting that and everybody's got a
role on the team. If I sit and pout about
not being in the first play, then when I
do get in my mind is not going to be
right to do the job. I was just waiting for
my chance to get in and make the play.”

Schnittker said the tactic was the
first of many wrinkles the offense would
like to utilize this season.

“We're trying to mix it up,” he said,
“I'he defenses are so used to Ohio State
being one tight end, two receivers, two
backs and just pound it up the middle,
We like to give them different looks to
just keep them on their toes, | think we
pucceeded with that because we have a
lot of guys who can do different things.
Last year Jamar did all the blocking.
This year we've got fullbacks and tight
ends mixing in."
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BSB Qpb(éﬁ?@?: Ohio 'iState 45, Texas Tech 21

08U quarterback Cralg Krenzel on whether he
considered it a showdown between him and Texas
Tech quarterback KIff Kingsbury: “The most impor
tant stat when you look at a guarterback is the
wondoss record. That will be the same throughout
the season. | have to play well and make good deck
shons and not tum the ball over. | know there will be
some gamos down the line where we will be called
upon to make some plays in the passing game. We
neod to be roady to respomd.”

Toch coach Mike Leach on the play of Kingsbury:
“Ho did some good things, but there is plenty of
improvement for him. We were inconsistent on pro-
tocting, we were Inconsistont on catching them and
he was inconsistent on throwing them on time,”

Toxas Toch wide receiver Carlos Francis sald
08SU's two red zone stops played a big role in his

don't run any plays that are designed solely to get
the balls to the tight ends or the backs. It's all
about reading your progressions. We have wide-
outs out on every play. Sometimes, pressuro
forces you to drop it off to the backs.”

08U offensive coordinator Jim Bollman sald it
helps to occasionally broak a long run: “It's nice.
Whenever you have a back that you can get
through the line and he has the threat of going the
distance, boy, that's really a blessing. That's part
of the thing that makes those guys pretty good is
they have good speed.”

Stafford said many even in the OSU camp
believed the Buckeyes would have to throw the
ball to beat Texas Tech: “It's amazing how the
game plans change. We came In thinking we would
throw the ball a lot and we ended up running for a

toam's defoat: “That was almost a 28-point turn
around., That hurts real bad, That hurts on
PlayStation and it hurts in real life.”

Toch's Kingsbury on 08U's fourth-down goakline

a chance down thore at fourtivand-1 to make it 21-
14 going in at hatftime and wo didn't got it. Things just kind
of snowballed from there."

TURNING

0SU safety Donnie Nickey sald the Buckeyes deserve
crodit for turning the Red Raidors away on that series: “That
just shows our heart and determination, not letting them
score and letting them have easy points. In the past, they
might have scored. That just shows our toughnoss.”

POINT — OSU

08U offonsive guard Mike Stafford on how the line came
toglether: “You just have to be confident in yourself and be
confident in the guy next to you, The more confidence you
have, the better you will jell and work together.”

Kronzel on ping p to the running backs and
tight ends after six of his 11 completions went to players at
those positions: “That's just given to us by the defense. We

linebacker Matt Wilhelm
emerges from the scrum after helping stonewall Texas
Tech'’s Foy Munlin on fourth-and-goal at the 1-yard line with
stop of Foy Munlin in the second quarter: “We had  2:45 left in the second quarter to preserve a 21.7 OSU lead,

JEFF DREHM

(35)

lot of yards."

Toxas Tech linebacker Mike Smith sized up the
Ohio State offensive line: “They were a good
offensive line. They weren't the best we've ever
faced, They were physical, but that's nothing we
haven't seen before,”

08U offensive guard Shane Olivea had the last word on
progame talk from the Red Raiders: “They just didn't have
anybody to back it up, They talked all that junk and trash-
talked and they just got slapped in the mouth. We slapped
them again, we kicked them down. They can just go back to
Toxas and koop on talking like that and let someone rush for
320 yards (actually 317) again.”

Platinum Club Seats

Seating between the 35 yard lines means
that you have the best seats available today

in college football

ML~

Gold Club Seats
Seating between the

of all the action

Please Call
(614) 292-3672
to reserve your

club seats today!

Features of the
Ohio Stadium
Club Seat Program:
Prime, up-close sideline views In

the best college teotball stadium
in the nation

Extra wide chair-back seats

lickels to
games

all home football

Access to the exclusive Hunting
ton Club, an upscale gathering
place with private elevator antry

VIP parking

25 and 35 yard
lines gives you an incomparable view

Seat renewal rights
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