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Ohio State Now Awaiting Final Decision From Hare

Etzler Gives Buckeyes Verbal Commitment

By Mark Rea
Ohio State basketball coach Randy
Ayers has received a verbal commit.
ment from Convoy (Ohio) Crestview
point guard Doug Etzler, recognized as
one of the best players at his position in
the country
Stzler, a 6.0, 155.pounder who aver-
22 points and 11 assists last year,
Ayers he wou ign with the Buck-
i during the NCAA's early signing
period which begins Nov. 14
Malking up his mind during his offi-
cinl eampus visit Oct, 26-27, Etzler said

he has always wanted to play at Ohie
Stata

“l was really impressed with all the
playars and the coaches,” he told BSB,

“Plus, it's been a dream of mine to be a
; re. It really didn't take mueh to
1ee me."”

Etzler turned down offers from Ohio
University and Bowling Green to play
for the Buckeyes. He also turned away
overtures from several out-of-state
schools, telling them he wanted to
remain in Ohio to play college ball.

While Etzler was visiting the OSU
campus, so was another highly rated
Ohio talent, 6-9 forward Chip Hare of
Massillon Parry.

Hare said hiz campus visit

“went
| but he was not quite ready to
give o verbal commitment to any school.

"l got a good point of view ambout
Buckeye basketball,” he told BSB. “I
vigited along with Doug, and we had a
really good time. It was really a lot. of
fun,

“But I haven't made up my mind on
any sthool yet. I will definitely sign ear-
ly, but [ don't have any time ﬁ.lme on
when I will make an announcement.”

Hare said he had scheduled a moet-

ing with his parents, Perry head conch
Larry Wilson, and school administra-
tars for Oct. 30 to get their input on the
mattar.

His final ehoices have been narrowad
to Ohio State, Dayton and Wake Forest.
Hare also visited Northwestern, but
aliminated the Wildeats from the run-
ning.

Both Etzler and Hare have qualified
for freshman eligibility under Proposi-
tion 42. Etzler carries a 3.78 grade-
point average and scored 20 on the
ACT. Hare has a 2.90 grade-point aver-
age and also scored 20 on the ACT,

Ohio State has four grants to offer
this season. Two are left over from last
year and two more will open when
seniors Perry Carter and Treg Lee use
tha final year of their eligibility this
BoAsSON.

In addition to Etzler, the Buckeyes
also have a verbal commitment from
Columbus Eastmoor's Antonio Watson.
The 6-9, 210-pound forward gave OSU
his oral commitment Oet, 17,

The Buckeyes are also committed to
6-7 power forward Ricky Dudley of
Henderson, Texas, The Buckeyes
recruited Dudley last season, but he
failed to meet Prop 42 requirements. He
is eurrently enrolled at Fork Union
(Va.) Military Academy, where he is
continuing his studies and attempting
to achieve a minimum score of 18 on the
ACT or 700 on the SAT,

While the Buckeyes continue their
pursuit of Hare, they are no longer in
the running for 6-7 forward Will Macon
of Pittsburgh (Pa.) Perry Traditional.

Perry Traditional head coach Chuck
Franklin confirmed that Macon had
dropped Ohio State from the running
for his services.

By Mark Rea

Ohio State freshman guard Jamie
Skelton has recelved clearance from the
NCAA to play for the Buckeyes this sen-
B0k

The 62 guard from Dayton Meadow-
dule needed NCAA acceptance of a tu-
fored English course o meet the re:
quired 200 minimum grade-point aver-
e o qualify for freshman ullglbiiﬂy
under Proposition 42,

whiether or nof the tutored class wonld be
ncceptod. If the course had not been

ot the 1990.91 season as 4 Prop 42 stu-
dent, forfeiting one year of his college
eligivility,

Skelton appealed the declsion and
received word Oct. 17 thit the NCAA
had accepted the tutored class,

Buring the appeal, Skelton was not
allowed to practice with the Buckcyts,_
currently preparing for season-opening
exhibitions agalost « Sovlet Unlon elub

19, The regular-season opener s Nov. 23
against Bethune-Cookman In St John
Areni.

T

Skelton Gets NCAA
OK To Play This Year

The NCAA originally questioned

accepted, Skelfon would have hid to sit

~ the cliss, recelved a passing grade, and
_ recelved hlsduﬁama algratlunlml exer.

teamNoy. 13 nnuamhleulnﬁcthnlﬂov o

~ threat.

“The best thing ahout the whole thing
wits thit Jumie mised only two days of
practice,” sald OSU head coach Randy
Ayers. *Obviously, we're plonsed to get
this resolved. Now Jamie can. coneens
frate on baske{ball."

Skelton's cavse was alded by Dr.
Rranklin Smith, superintendent of Day-
ton Public Schools. Fran kl_ln'.p_rnvldad
the NCAA with doformation about the

tutorial program atvnllahle 0 all slu-
‘dents in the system.

“The English cluss the NCAA had
quu!lonud 152 tutorial class In which
every student in the Dayton Publlcbchml .
system has @ chinnce to partielpate If
needed,” .‘!mlth sald, “There was, qulu .
rrankl.y, no problem whatsoever that we
conld see, i

“The student mmplahd the work in

clyes

Skelton Is rxpleted 10 add dlpﬂl al
the off guard position for the Bm:kuros
this season. !
~ He s an excellent outside shooter.
and gives OSU an excellent three-point

Daug Etzler |

“Ohio State had already received
commitments from two other forwards,
and Will decided that it was in his best
interests to go somewhere olse,”
Franklin said,

Franklin confirmed the two forwards
to which Macon was referring are Wat-
son and Dudley

Teams left in the running are Ken-
tucky, Xavier and DePaul. Kentucky is
said to have the inside track.

Two other Ohio prepsters have given

gt

Chip Hare

varbal commitments to other schools

Marco Pikaar, a 6-10 centar from
Xenia Beavercreek, hns committed to
Dayton, while Dave Grim, a 6-7 forward
from Massillon Washington, will be at-
tending Minnesota.

Meanwhile, Purdue got a verbal com
mitment from 6-9 power forward Glenn
Rabinson of Gary (Ind.) Roosevelt. Na
tional recruiting expert Hob Gibbons
has rated him the number one prep
player in the nation this senson
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OSU Expects Big Things From Small Freshman Guard

Etzler Surviving Well In Big Man’s Game

By Rich Leonardo

To say that basketbal] is & big man’s
game would be obvious,

In an era in which teams boast of 6.9
point guards and T-foot forwards, the
small man has become somewhat of an
anomaly. Despite this rarity, however,
Ohie State has discovered that good
things atill come in small packages, and
the Buckeyes' good thing has arrived in
the shape of 6-foot freshman Doug
Etzler

“Doug is an overall solid player and,
in fact, | don't think he has any glaring
wenknesses in his game,” said OSU as-
sistant coach Dave Cecutti. “Naow, at the
level of play in the Big Ten, he's some-
what weaker than the opposition, but
still, he's an outstanding shooter, a good
penetrator and a smart individual on
the court.”

Despite Cecutti’s shining appraisal of
Etzier, ho has seen only limited action

this year in 10 games while averaging
0.7 points and 1.4 assists per contest.
Despite those less-than-spectacular
numbers, BEtzler is pleased with his
Progress,

“I think I've progressed pretty well
over this season,” he said. “I've learned
o lot about the system and have become
a more fundamentally sound player at
both ends of the court,”

While Etzler strives to become a
more sound player, it's surprising to
some that his progression is even taking
place at Ohio State since he seemed
destined to continue his basketball and
his education at a much smaller school.

“I've always wanted to be a Buck-
eye,” Etzler said. *You never know what
you can do until you give it a shot, And
while it's true that I haven't played
much this year, I'm hopeful that next
season Il be able to contribute a lot
more.”

OHIO STATE FANS!
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05U hend basketball coach Randy
Ayers has his own opinion of why Etzler
chose to become a Buckeye.

“One of the challenges I think Doug
liked about our program was the op-
portunity to play against quality guards
every day like Mark Baker, Jamaal
Brown, Alex Davis and Jamie Skelton,”
Ayera said. “Plus, Doug enjoys n good
challenge and he knows his time will
como. He needs to continue to work
hard and if he does so, 1 expect good
things for him.”

Good things are what the Convoy,
Ohio, native brought Crestview High
School during his prep days there. As a
senior, Etzler was named first-team all-
state and the Ohio Division I1I player of
the year, averaging 22.8 points and 11
assists per game. For his career, Etzler
shot an outstanding 60 percent from the
field and 90.2 percent from the free-
throw line.

While not getting ample opportunity
to see if his prep prowess could transfor
to the college court, Etzler still forges
ahead.

“l think this year of experience will
really pay dividends next year,” Cecutti
said. “What he's learned as far as our
syastem and also how he's learned to
handle himself on the court will both be
very important to his success next
year.”

His contributions to the Buckeyes
this season have been seen in small

Doug Etz!er

measures. For example, he played only
one minute during OSU's 93-78 win
over Northwestern March 7, But into
that minute, Etzler managed to squeeze
in two assists and one rebound,

His past successes have shown up as
points on the scoreboard, but as an OSU
point guard, that will most likely
change.

“When I was a freshman in high
school, I was not looked upon to score,”
Etzler said, “So the situation I'm in now
seems similar to me since my duties are

Bigalall .
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to distribute the ball, handle the ball,
penetrate the lane and play good
defense, However, doing those chores
doesn’t mean | can't score. If the good
shot is there, Il take it.”

Armed with confidence, Etzler shows
no fear of competing against the high
profile players in the Big Ten, and his
confidence is contagious.

“All of us on the staff have enough
sonfidence in Doug to leel comfortable
with him in the game, sven a big game,”
Cecutti said. “We know he won't make
muany mistakes and while he may not
make a ton of things happen, he will al-
ways be solid."

The staff's confidence in Etzler held
true when the young guard saw action
in 08U big 68-68 road victory over
Michigan earlier this year.

“That minute and a half he played up
at Michigan was during a erucial part of
the game," Ayers said. “Doug went in
there, took care of the ball and initiated
our offense pretty well, so we were very
plonsed with him."

Ayers wasn't alone 1n his ||'.on!1uw.

“Getting into that Michigan game
was a real confidence booster for me"”
Etzle )

snid. “You know practice is one
thing, but playing in an important Big
Ten game was a great feeling. You have
to get in there and see what you can
de."

While Etzler's stint against the Wol-
verines may have bolstered his con-
fidence, it's his daily battles in practice
with Baker that are butlding his future,

“l think Mark is one of the best
guards in the nation right now,” Etzler
said, “So my playing against him every
day in practice only serves to make me
the absolute best player I can possibly
be."

As Baker plays his final games for
the Buckeyes, it would appear as if
Eteler might be his heir apparent.

“Wa're losing & great perimeter
player in Mark Baker after this season,”
Cecutti said. “So there's definitely a
place for Doug here.”

A place for a diminutive paint guard
in the land of the gianta? Buckeye fans

91-’92 Schedule I

Nov, 26 Mlami (Ohlo), W 94-61
Nov. 30 Chicago State, W 116-44
Dec. 4 Ohlo University, W 7862
Dec. 7 Oregon State, W B4-56
Dec. 14 Howard, W 114-53
Dec, 18 UC-Santa Barbara, W 82.75
Dec. 21 Southern Cal, L 79-77
Dec, 29 Amerlcan Unlv,, W 96.70
Jani 2 Peon State, W 73-63
Jan. 7 Michigan State, W 62-46
Juan, 11  Northwestern, W 60.52
Jan, 14 Indiana, L 91-83
Jan, 19 lowa, W 85-81
Jan. 22 Minnesota, W 72-69
Jun. 26 Seton Hall, L 68-64
Jan. 30 Tllinols, W 74.72
Feb. 2  Michlgan, W 68-58
Feb.5 Wisconsin, W 86.72
Feb.8 Purdue, W 71-59
Feb. 15 Wisconsin, W 67-63
Feb. 18 lowa, L 92-86
Feb. 23 Indlana, L 86-80
Feb, 26 Purdue, W 71-64
| Feb.20 Michigan State, W 78-65
Mar.3 Michigan, W 77-66
Mar. 7 Northwestern, W 93.78
Mar. ILLINOIS

@ 8 p.m. (Raycom)
I at Minnesota

@ 3 pm. (Raycom)

Mar, 1

are quick to remember another small
man who showed the Big Ten and the
rest of the country that height was no
matech for heart.

“I think a lot of people looked at
Doug and sort of expected him to be an-
other Jay Burson,” Cecutt said. “Well,
Doug can be a scorer, but he really con-
centrates more on his total game. When
you wateh him during practice, you see
how hard he works both offensively and
defensively, but comparing just about
anybody to Jay is unfair,

“After Doug spends some serious
time in the weight room, he'll have no
problem making a name for himself,”

To be the next Burson is an im-
plq:nsible task, but Etzler already knows
that.

“At first, T heard a lot about being
like Jay, but really, we're two different
types of players,” Etzler said. "Jay was
much more of a scorer than I am and
the way I play is to pass first and score
later. I really think our sizes have more
to do with the comparisons than any-
thing else.”

While he did not aspire to be the
next Burson, he did have some things
he wanted to achieve in his first season.

“This year, | wanted to learn the sys-
tem here and really understand both

the offensive and defensive schemea
being taught,” Etzler said. “Any playing
time this year has been a bonus because
I really assumed this year would be a
learning experience for me and next
year would be my time to see action.”

While next year might be BEtzler's
entrance into playing time, this year
might be an introduction into prime
time,

“We want to win the Big Ten cham-
pionship,” Etzler said. *That's been our
goal from day one and whether or not
that happens, we still expect a high
seed in the tournament and hopefully a
trip to the Final Four.”

The Buckevye Collection

The Buckeye Collection
100 years ago, in 1890, the Ohio State Buckeyes were born. To honor
their 1001 anniversary and capture the spiritof Ohio State football, the
Ohio State University authorized a limited edition collection of six |
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Archie Griffin
Archie Grillin, #45, 15 the only rwo-time Helsman Award winrer in
college football history. An outstanding athlete, he has set a standard of
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order, simply call toll-free 1 800 525-1076 with your Visa or
MoasterCard; or mail in the coupon with your check or money order to

The Eagle Mint
PO. Box 328
Etna, Ohio 43018

All arders are shipped Insured Mail, Please allow 10 business days for
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OSU Sophomore Adjusts From Being Starter To Reserve Role

Etzler Stays Ready As Backup Point Guard
=

-y

Ohio State sophomore point guard Doug Etzler has been able to
adjust to his role as both a starter and a substitute this year.
Through Feb. 6, he was averaging 3.1 points and 1.9 assists per
game, He was also leading the team in three-point percentage.

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bullotin Btaff Writar

Playing prep basketball in o tiny
town such as Convoy, Ohio, Doug Etzler
was the kind of guy who was easy to
overlook.

Sure he wns a town hero, leading
Crestview High School to new heights
while being named the state's Division
III player of the year his senior season.
But at 6-0 and a slender-appearing 170
pounds, not many major college
recruiters came knocking on Etzler's
door,

Ohio State head coach Randy Ayers,
however, saw the potential of a floor
lender and much-needed player with a
point guard mentality when he wal-
comed Etzler last year,

“He's a conch's son, and he plays that
way," Ayers said of Etzler, who aver-
aged 8.7 assists per game during his
four-year prep career, “He makes good
decisions on the floor. You've got to like
a kid like Doug who works hard and un-
derstands what you want from him.

“And when Doug stays aggressive on
the floor with the basketball, he's very
productive for us.”

Etzler's reluctance to put the ball up
has drawn the only major complaint
from coaches. Ayers begged him to shoot
when open in practice last year, some-
thing the point guard tried to improve
on heading into this, his sophomore sea-
H0n

placement for Jimmy Ratliff — who was
enrolled in classes during the summeor
quarter — to play with a Big Ten all-
star team that toured Europe. Under
the direction of Northwestern head
coach Bill Foster, Etzler had gone from
a player who turned in just 50 minutes
as a freshman to a key component of a
talented squad.

“I think it was a real good experience
for me to be fortunate enough to go over
there and represent our team,” said
Etzler. “I think it helped me a lot as far

He was named as a last-minute re-

as gaining a lot of experience and a lot
of confidence. It helped me from a
standpoint of playing in actual game
situations, and [ think [ played about
half of each game; so I got a lot of
minutes.”

Etzler started six of seven games on
the European tour and averaged 7.3
points per game on the trip, but he still
managed to turn in a few double-digit
scoring efforts,

“1 went over there with the attitude
that [ was going to get my shot if it was
there. | wasn't going to be too bashful,”
he said. "] was fortunate enough where
we were running a type of system where
we were up and down and | was getting
a lot of good looks at the basket

“I also had the opportunity to play
the two guard position instead of the
point at times and I think that opened
up a lot of things for me as far as some
of the other players ponetrating and
kicking it back out to me. So 1 did have
the opportunity to score a little more.”

The trip to Europe also provided
Etzler with other memorable moments
His roommate for the two-week trip was
lowa forward Chris Street, who died
earlier this year in an automobile acc
dent

Street's loss numbed many, including
Etzler, who lost a newfound friend.

“He was the epitome of a hard-
working kid that had certain goals in
his head and he tried as hard as he
could to mchieve them,” Etgler said, “It
makes you wonder why the life of some-
one like that had to end because he
wasn't 21 yet and he had a great future
ahead of him.”

After returning stateside a renewod
player, Etzler used what he had learned
oversens and battled former, current
and future Buckeye teammates in the
Worthington Summer League

Then his upward mobility was fur-
ther rewarded when Ayers named him
the Buckeyes' starting point guard
heading into the 1992.83 season. He
held down that spot in O8U's first 14
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Guard Busts Out With 37 Points Against George Mason

Etzler's Time As OSU's Leading Man Arrives

By RICH LEONARDO

Bunkeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Webster's Dhctionary defines leader-
ship as being the quality of a leader as
well as having the capacity to lead.

For the Ohio State men's basketball
team, leadership is defined simply by
the presence of senior guard Doug
Etzler.

“Doug has done a good job being a
leader both on and off the court this
senson,” OSU assistant coach Dave
Cecutti said. “He's kept everyone to-
gether and everyone working hard to
achieve our goals, which, of course, are
to be as competitive as we can be and to
win as many games as poasible.”

Etzler, a role player for much of his
first three sensons with the Buckeyes,
has stapped to the forefront this season,
Far instance, few OSU players have
ever enjoyed the game Etzler had
againat George Mason on Jan. 8 at St.
John Arena.

Etzler led the charge in OSU's 121-
96 win by notching career highs in
pointa (37), nssists (10), rebounds (six)
and three-point goals (eight). Etzler, 12
of 15 from the field and eight of 11 on
treys, was clearly in the zone againat
the Patriots.

But, for the 4-7 Buckeyes, the George
Mason game is an early high-water
mark. Winning often during the Big
Ten senson might prove to be an im-
probable task. However, staying compe-
titive seems n given if hustle and effort
account for anything.

“We've been up and down this year,
especially in the area of putting togeth-
er two complete halves of basketball,”
Etzler said. “Yot 1 feel there's been a
couple of games that we should have
won, but we just weren't able to finish
ns atrong as we should have. Overall,
though, | think we're learning a lot and
wa're corning together as n team.”

Learning is something Etzler haos
been doing a lot of lataly since he hns
switched positions from point guard to
shooting guard this season.

“The switch to shooting guard really
wasn't that much of an adjustment for
me since I knew coming into this senson
that I'd be changing positions,” Etzler
said, “Plus, I prepared for the switch by
playing the off guard position during
my play in the summer league as well
as falling back on my high school expe-
riences where | was looked upon to be a
iCOrer.

Over

his first three years na a Buck-
r overaged just 2.3 points per
t through 11 gamen this sea-
averaging 17.7 pointa per
 average was boosted nlmost

two points by the George Mason game.
He is also shooting a healthy 51.8 per-
cent (29 of 56) on three-point tries.

“Doug has made the adjustment to
changing positions with minimal prob-
lems, and I think you can look back to
his high school career and see that he
was @& more than capable scorer,”
Cecutti said. “So consequently, we're
leoking for him to really step up and hit
some big shots for us, and I think he's
comfortable with his new role as well,”

For the 6-0, 176-pound senior, there
is no time like the present to get com-
fortable shooting the ball.

“I think I've been playing pretty well,
although I know 1 need to provide a
little more leadership, and when 1 do
that, 1 believe we'll start pulling out
some of these tight games,” Eu]nr sald,
“But overall, | guess I feel I'm doing the
job 'm expected to do.”

One job Etzler never imagined he'd
have to do was compete without the
supporting cast of would-be juniors,
Derek Anderson, Gerald Eaker, Charles
Macon, Greg Simpson and Nate Wil-
bourne, who have all either left the pro-
gram or were dismissed from it.

“The saga of last year's team just
seoms to be one unfortunate ineident
after another,” Etzler said. "In reality,
we lost our entire junior class and by
the time it was all over, the recruiting
season was also over, so we've had to
put a team together with a lot of walk-
ons this year and consequently, we've
been struggling. Yet despite having
some rough times, we are trying harder
than ever and we will continue to im-
prove.”

The loss of guards Anderson and
Simpson virtually assured Etzler of a
starting job and an opportunity to final-
ly showcase all of his skills, but even if
the departed Buckeyes had stayed on,
Etzler still would have played a major
role on this year's team.

“Doug would have came into this sea-
son and had an outstanding senior
campaign no matter what,” Cecutti
said, “He's a smart player and he knows
how to adjust to any situation. One
thing about him is that he'll always do
whatever he can and whatever is neces-
sary to help this team win,”

Winning is something Etzler experi-
enced early on as it was during his
freshman season that the Buckeyes cap-
tured their second straight Big Ten title
and yet another trip to the NCAA
Tournament.

“T've certainly been through quite n
series of changes since I arrived here,”
Etzler said. “I mean, as a freshman [
came in and was part of a team that in-
eluded Jim Jackson and Chris Jent, and
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PUTTING UP THE SHOT — Ohio State senior guard Doug Etzler
puts up a shot between a pair of Bowling Green defenders dur-
ing the Dec. 22 game at St. John Arena. Etzler had career highs
in points (37) and three-pointers (eight) against George Mason.

we made it to the final eight in the
NCAA Tournament.

“Since then, we've never returned to
the tournament and I'll tell you, despite
seeing more playing time since that
first year, I've never experienced more
enjoyment than I did as a freshman.
Winning is the greatest feeling and I
really don’t care if | ever score a single
point as long as we're winning,” he said.

Success and winning are qualities
Etzler grew up with ns he played for
and starred for his coach and father,
Ray Etzler, at Crestview High School in
Convoy, Ohio. As a senior, Etzler was
named the Division III player of the
yenr in Ohio when he averaged 22
points nnd 11 assista per game.

Yet despite his impressive prep
credentinle, Etzler was viewed by many
as being in over his head at Ohio State
and that coming from a small school, he
could not possibly compete at 2 major-
college level,

“People sometimes place judgments
too early on young players and I think
they should wait until that player has
baen in the program a few vears bafore
they docide if he has been successful or
not,* Cacutti said. “Doug has been suc-
censful academically, socially and on the
basketball court. He's the type of player
and person that we hope to always
recruit and who always shines a posi-

tive light on the Ohio State basketball

program and on the university as a
whole.”

Etzler is hoping for a positive light to
beam down on the Buckeyes this sea-
son, but he knows that victories are the
only way to garner that illumination.

“When you're winning, everything is
better,” Etzler said, “People like you
more, the media like you more and you
never have to worry mbout playing in
front of a less than sold-out St. John
Arena. I really don't feel it's fair to this
years team that we're not getting the
support we deserve. You can bet that
next year, when nll the new recruits
come in, that the fans will ba back ir
droves.

‘I really wish they'd come out and
back us now because we are giving it all
we've got and with some support, maybe
wo eould gaan sarne important
momentum that can really make a dif-
ference down the stretch of a close
game,” he aaid,

“I'd like o be remembered as a
player who always went out there and
gave it all he had," Etzler said, “while
also being a player who always did his
best to keep his teammates involved
and under control. Now, if I can hit
few memorable shots along the way,
great. But no matter what, I will have
never given less than 100 percent.”
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