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Assistant Elevated To Head Coach

Ohio State Goes With Avers

By Mark Rea

“I've boen a Buckeye all my life. For
me, this represents the ultimate in
conching.”

With those words, Randy Ayers be-
came the 11th man to hold the title of
head men's basketball coach at Ohio
State

Ho succeeds Gary Williams, who
resigned June 13 to take the head
coaching job ut his alma mater, the Uni.
versity of Maryland.

Ayers becomes the first black head
basketball coach in the school's history
and, at 33 yoars of nge, is one of the
youngoest head coaches in .:u]lﬂ{ll bos-
ketball toduy

Ayers wns offerod a five-yoar con-
tract with & base salary reported to be
000 for the it yoar
{e has no head coaching experience
on any level, vet has 11 years of experi-
ence in college conching. Coupled with
the fact that Ayers was the princpal
recruiter three players Jim Jack
won, Mark Baker and Alex Davis — who
will help lend OSU basketball into the
19004, the Buckeves offered the job to
Ayaera,

Avers bolioves that Williama left the
Ohio State program on solid ground.
Still, he was mindful of the task set be.
fore him.

"Our program and the young people
in it have groat patential,” he said, "and
ny commitment 12 to do the beat job 1
possibly can and to maintain always the
Buckeye tradition of honesty and in-
togrity.

*T've always folt that I was a very
capnble individual, [ felt { had paid my
dues. I have been in the profession now
11 years, That's not a guarantee, but [
just foel I'm ready to assume this re-
sponsibility.”

Ayers said he attached no special sig-
nificance to the fact that he waa the
i block head basketball coach at
28U nnd only the fourth in Big Ter his-

“1 just see myself s o capable profos-
sional who happens to be black,” he
said. *Other people may give special sig-
nificance to that, but | don't. The impor-
tant thing right now ia to put together n
winning program.”

Ayern omerged the Buckeyes'
head conch from a list of candidates
filled with successful head coaches from
other Division 1 schools.

ns

However, the achool's search com-
mitteo must have liked what it saw in
Ayers, He was [formally interviewed
June 29 and told the job was his less
than three days later,

“We believe we conducted a thoreugh
nationnl search,” said OSU athletic
director Jim Jones. “Wo talked to n
number of persons for information or
rocommendntions, ns well ng several
potentinl candidates

“I must toll you that personally, and

Randy Ayers was named the 11th head men’s basketball coach
at Ohio State on July 3. Ayers was elevated from assistant

conch for the Buckeyes after

former head coach Gary Wil

linms resigned June 13 to return to his alma mater, Maryland.

Ayers is the first black head ba
and, at age 33, the youngest hea

I believe that the dopartment ap.
precintes very much, the excitemont
and direction of our basketball program
under Gary Williams,

“In that idea, it is our desire to con-
tinue the tradition, in fact, the winning
tradition that we have
customed to at Ohio State, To do that
we came up with Randy Avers, a person
in whom we have a great deal of con-
fidence.”

Jones added that although lack of
orior head coaching experience weighed
ir sonrch committee's decimion,
Ayers had too many other things going

Frown ac-

the

sketball conch in OSU history
d coach in the Big Ten.

for him to be overlooked

“Obvioualy you go out
search, you have a number of factors
you want to conmider,” Jones sald, "One

when

of those is head conching exparience

“As far ns | know, thare is
perfect conch in America. |
Randy fulfills the Idoals we were going
out after So we were willing to ovar
the fact that he had not baen
conch,

“Hio hard work,

ne one

palieve

ok

i honad

intagncy, trua

Continued On Page 14
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BSB Quotebook: "The Hiring Of Randy Ayers"

Randy Ayers, new head men's basketball coach at
Ohio State; "Tknew I'was a long shot, but I won't say I'm
surprised, I feel 1've paid some dues with 11 years in the
profession and I have confidence in my ability, If I was
alraid, T wouldn't even have asked to be considered.”

Jim Jones, Ohio State athletic director, when asked
| aboutan ESPN reportwhich stated no one seemed to want
to be basketball coach at OSU: "1t would probably sur-
prise you, but our program is not built on Chris Berman
and ESPN, Our program is, 1 think, built on sound values
and we're going to continue to build on those values."

Fred Taylor, former Ohio State head coach: "I'm
surprised that so many coaches turned it down. It would
seem to me there couldn't be 10 better jobs in the country
than Ohio State. There has got to be something wrong
some place."”

[ - i —

Billy Hahn, lormer Ohio University head coach who
was elevated from assistant coach status and then fired
alter going 42-45 in three seasons: " Going from an assis-
tant conch to a head coach, it's like being dropped into a
stand of woods without & compass, Then you're told, 'All
right, lead us out of here,' "

Darrell Hedric, former Miami head coach who guided
Ayers when he was with the Redskins: " It's just fantastic,
It's great that Ohio State would promote within a Kid
who's paid his dues, [eouldn't be more happier. Itcouldn't
happen to a nicer young man, It's like a son getting an ad-

vancement,”

OSU Jerseys
Sweat Shirts
T-Shirts
Sweat Shorts
Jackets
Novelties
Tennis Shoes

B A wide selection of other
major university merchandise

M Major league baseball clothing and novelties
M NBA pro-line clothing and novelties including:

Cavaliers, Celtics, and Bulls
M NFL clothing and novelties

Lane Avenue Eastland Square
Shopping Center

Fred Taylor

New Location!
(Next to Central Hardware) Westerville
1677 W. Lane Avenue 4208 Eastland Square Dr.  (Next to K-Mart)

486-3614 755-2282

5448 Westerville Rd.

890-3207

Carol Ayers, wifeof Ohio State's new basketball coach:
"Maybe I'm naive, but I'm an Ohioan, I've always thoughi
if you worked hard for something you were rewarded.
That's the way it's always worked for me, Lalways, always
Telt that Randy had a very good chance,”

Don Henderson, who coached Ayers at Springfhield
North High School: "I don't think the fact he hasn't been
a head coach is going to have anything to do with it. The
way he can handle situations and handle people, coaching
is coaching. It all gets down to how you handle people and
Randy does that well."

Nolan Richardson, head coach at Arkansas, thought (o
be the front-runner for the OSU job: "Ohio State proba-
bly didn't know if I was really interested in the job. I was
asked several times if Iwanted the job. I told them [ didn't
know, [ would have needed more time to think about it."

Jones on how the Ohio State selection commitee came
to offer the job to Ayers: "1 could tell you o great deal
about the selection process, but Ldon't think I will. Let me
repeat for the record that no one was ever offered the
position of head basketball coach at The Ohio State
University other than Randy Ayers."

e

Don DeVoe, former Tennessee conch, OSU grad and
unsuccessful candidate for the job that went to Avers:
I'here have been three different athletic directors each
time I applied and sometimes circumstances don't allow
you to be the chosen one. Iseriously don't think I'll ever
be a candidate for the Ohio State job."

Brazeau Decides To
Remain With Bucks

By Mark Rea

The Ohio State men's basketball
conching stafl, once thought to be on the
verge of a complete overhaul, will
roturn 50 percent intact next senson.

Randy Ayers was the new Buckeyes
head coach loss than 48 hours before
naming Paul Brazeau as one of his two
full-time nasistants,

The 30-year-old Brazeau had been a
part-time assistant coach for the Buck-
eyos the past two seasons

His hiring keops half of Ohio State’s
conching stafl intact for next season
Hend coach Gary Willlams resigned to
become head conch at Maryland, while
aasistant Fran Fraschilla left to become
an assistant at Providence.

Willinms had offered both Ayers and
Brazeau assistant positions at Mary-
land. Brazeau had nccopted the offer in
late June, but said Williams understood
his desire to remain at OSU as part of
Ayors' stafl,

“Gary was totally supportive of my
decision to stay,” Brazeau said. “He
knows what a help it would be to Randy
because of my familinrity with our pro-
geam, the university and the Big Ten
and he knows how well this community
treats an assistant conch.”

Brazeau admitted he originally ac-
copted the Maryland job with some
tropidation.

“It wan n tough decision to make,” he
said, "After two years in this com-
munity, we had made a lot of friends.

“But as a career decision, I just
couldn't turn down a full-time position
with Maryland especially when | waasn't
even sure I'd get an offer to remnin a
part-time assistant here.”

Paul Brazeau

A part-time coach is limited to o
salary worth half the value of a scholar-
ship, but is allowed to supplement his
income with joba outside the athletic de-
partment. As a result, Brazeau hnd
worked in group sales for a Columbus
hotel.

Brazeau joined the Buckeyes prior to
the 1987-88 season after spending five
yonrs s nn assistant conch at Boston
College. Four of those years were spent
serving under Willlama.

A native of North Adams, Mass.,
Brazoau is a 1981 graduate of Boston
Callege with a degree in economics. He
also received a master's degree in busi-
ness administration from BC.
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Many Coaches Mentioned During Search

OSU Was Never At Loss For Big Names

By Mark Rea
When it comes time to look for o new
conch at Ohio State, nothing
I yr or more quickly than the

ur 1]

When Gary Willams resigned June
} a4 head basketball coach to nccept o
dmilar g ion at Maryland, the mill

worked overtime churning out names of

poasible successors
At first came Terry Holland of Vir
Billy Tubba of Oklahoma, Bob

ginia

Huggins of Cincinnati, Bob Knight of

indinne, Bobby Cremins of Georgia
Tech, Joay Meyaer of DePaul and Gene
Keady of Purdue.

When the dust finally settled, the
Buckeyes were actually working from n
It that included the following:

e Nolan Richardson of Arkansas,
Pete Gillen of Xavier,

Lon Kruger of Kansas State,

Roy Williams of Kansas,

Jim Crows of Evansville,

Cy Alexander of South Carolina
State,

» Mike
Rock,

* Mike Deane of Siena,

# Don DeVoe, formor head coach at
lennesseo and

¢ Randy Ayers, nssistant under Wil-
linms at Ohio State.

The Buckeyes ended a three-weck
search July 3 by naming Ayers, making
him the 11th hend basketball coach in

Newell of Arkansas.Little

school history and, at age 33, the
youngost head conch in the Big Ten.

Beforo Ohio State scheduled inter-
views, Willlams and Deane dropped
from the race. Both men stated a desire
ain at their respective schools,
hardson, 47, was thought to be
the Buckeyes' top choice for the posi-
tion. He got suppaort from several school
officinls and head football conch John
Cooper, who coanched at the University
of Tulsa when Richardson was basket-
ball conch there,

He has been successful everywhore
he has beon — Bowie High School in El
Poso, Texas (100.80 in 10 seasons),
Western Texas Junior College (101-13
in three seasons), Tulsa (110-37 in five
sonsons) nand Arkansas (77-46 in four
years). In fact, his success with the
Razorbackas led him to eventually with-
draw from consideration.

Richardson has recruited a young
team that posted a 25-7 record last soa-
son and will be a strong national con-
tender in 1989-90,

Also receiving a lot of support for the
job wore Gillen and Crews.

Gillen, 42, is head coach at Xavier
(Ohio), He has compiled o 91-34 record
in four years with the Musketeers and
has guided them to an NCAA Tourna-
ment berth each of those four sensons,

A former assistant at Notre Dame
under Digger Phelps, Gillen is thought
to be interested in returning to the

tom

LTS ¢

where you call the plays and
win fabulous prizes; an
all-new sports decor,

JOIN THE DAMON’S
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Eldon Miller
Gary Williams
Randy Ayers

Fighting Irish when Phelps retires.

Crows, 35, has a four-year record of
70-45 with Evansville including a 25.6
record lnst year,

He is on Indianna alumnus who
played for the Hooslers from 1973-76,
teams which compiled a four.yoar
record of 108-12, Crews later spent
eight seasons as an assistant to Knight
at Indiana and is thought to have hia
eye on that position whenaver Knight is
through with it.

Kruger has spent three years nt Kan-
san State, piloting the Wildeats into the
NCAA Tournmment all three seasons,
Two dnys before OSU named Ayers,
Kruger told reporters that he “was
never a candidate® for the Buckeyes'
job.

Alexnnder, who coached South Caro-
linn State to a 25.8 record lust senson,
interviewed for the position, but said he
didn't think he was a sorious candidate.

Newell, who is also the athletie direc-
tor nt Arkansas-Little Rock, told
reporters he has a policy of not com-
menting on job situations.

Moanwhile, the 47-year-old DeVoe
says that it's obvious to him that OSU
doosn't want him after trying for the job
for the third time.

1977-86
1987-89
1989-

Coach Years W L Pet,
D.C. Huddleson 1903-04 15 6 .714
Thomas Kibler  1909-10 22 2 .917
Lynn St. John 1912-19 79 69 .534
George Trautman 1920-22 29 33 468
Harold G. Olsen 1923-46 255 192 570
William Dye 1947-50 53 34 .609
Floyd S. Stahl  1951-58 84 92 477
Fred Taylor 1959-76 297 158 .653

176
59
0 0

599
590
.000

"My feeling is obviously they don't
want Don DeVoe as their basketball
conch,” he told the Wilmington (Ohio)
News-Journal,

“I felt this time the timing was right
for me at Ohio State and (instead) I was
turned down for someone who's nover
conchod a colloge basketball game.”

DeVoe was a candidate for the OSU
job in 1976, but Eldon Miller
chosen instend. DeVoe ugnin applied in
1986 following Miller's firing, but with.
drew his name because of the lengthy
selection process. Williams was given
the job that year

A 1064 pgraduate of Ohio State,
DeVoo had the backing of former OSU
head conch Fred Taylor and ex-Buckeys
teammate Knight.

DeVoe said s late as two days before
Ayers was named that he was under the
impression that Richardson was the
front-runner for the position and DeVoe
wns n l'Ifin" H'(‘l)'l'lli

wan

Although he was fired as head conch
at Tennessce after last senson, DeVoo is
not done as a basketball coach

He will guide the South team in the
U.8. Olympic Festival later this sum-
mer,

express carriers
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All Cite Familiarity, Continuity Of Program

By Mike Wachaman

Players Elate “_Zit

While reviews have been mixed from
Ohio State fans on the selection of
Randy Ayers as head basketball coach,
such is not the o with the members
of the Buckeyos toam,

To n man, the reaction has been fa-
vorable. Most of the team memberas
stated that continuity and not having to
lonrn a new system were definite pluses
wnd the main reasons the players
wanted Ayers from the beginning.

*I really wanted Coach Ayers from
day ane,” recruit Jim Jackson said. *I'm
glad he got the job because I think he
knows the system and can get the job
done at Ohio State

*I think he's o class act. He related to
me well and to the players well. Ho'd
talk to me and tell me what was really
going on and not beat around the bush,
Ho was straight with me on what he
wanted me to do and where he wanted
the program to go.”

The early line had Arkansas head
coach Nolan Richardson as the prohibi-
tive favorite, and had he been chosen,
the players would have had to learn an
sntirely different system than the one
they learned under Gary Williamas,

“It will definitely make my transition
into Ohio State a lot smoother,” Jackson
said, "He's been under Coach Willinms
for three years and he knows the funda-
mentals and what needs to be done for
Ohio State to be succensful. That's what
I want — to be successful.”

Jackson, who is keeping in basket-
ball condition by playing in a summer
league in Worthington, Ohio, talked
about the need for him and Ohio State
to get n conch that can get through to
the team.

“l think that it is good that Ohio
State picked someone in the program,
especinlly since it was Conch Ayers,”
Jackson stated. "I think that being
around Coach Willlams helped Conch
Ayera to know more about basketball, 1
understand that the style of play will be
the same. We're still going to push the
ball up the floor. I like it that way.

“Coach Ayers is definitely a players'
coach. Some conches ean't relate to the
guys on n team, Conch Ayers in the type
of guy you can open up to and tell your
problems to at any time.”

And had Ayers not gotten the job,
would the Buckeyes be in danger of
losing Jackson?

“I don't know about that because it
really depended on the coach who eame
in,” he said. "The coaching stafl' mat-
ters, too, If Coach Ayers was to leave,
that might have gotten to me and
maybe | might have changed my mind.
But maybe not. You'll never know be-
ecouse it didn’t happen. I mainly came
here 0 The Ohio State Univermty for
the academic purt.

“1 did choose to play basketball here
partly because of Coach Williams, but
in the back of my mind I really wanted
to play undor Coach Ayors.”

Prop 48 canualty Mark Baker, who
will be eligible to play this season, was
relieved that the conching choice was
someona with whom he was familiar,

‘1 didn't got to play under Coach Wil-
limms lost yeur and that made me up-
set,” Baker said. *Then when he left,
that made me upset, too, because I folt
like 1 didn't have a coach. Now 1 have n
conch and I'm glad it's Coach Ayers. I
feel comfortable with him and I'm look-
ing forward to playing for him this sea-
son.

Baker used philosophy to analyze a
situation that many have said may not

Jim Jackson

be good. After all, Ayers has never
conched a major college game,

“This will definitely show what we're
made of," Baker explained. “Are we
going to take the challenge for Coach
Ayers or are we going to back up? Per.
sonally, I like challenges. I know Coach
Ayers and I feel like he shouldn't have
any problem getting us to play well for
him. I think the fans will start to like
him once they see what he can do.”

Cincinnati Forest Park recruit Alox
Davis, who will be one of many at the
crowded guard position, was taken
uback by the Willinms decision, but is
now looking forward to playing for the
new conach.

“Basically, | picked a school and not
a conch,” said Davis. “Coach Willinms is
n nico conch and everything, but he has
to do what he has to do and | have to do
what I have to do.”

Most of the younger players chose
08U with the intention of playing for
Williams. Now, the recruits that he so
hotly pursued won't know what it's like
to play for Williams.

*1 feal that's the toughest part of
leaving the Ohio State situation,” Wil
liams said. “The young players, like Jim
Jackson, picked Ohio State for several
reasons. Maybe [ was a part of it but, at
the same time, there’s a lot of things
that go into n young man's decision.

“I think Ohio State can give Jim
Jackson and the other players what
they need to be successful in their
careers, both academically and in bas-
ketball *

The feelings for Ayers are not limited
to only the recruits, The players on the
team, the ones who played for Williama,
will also have some ndjusting to do, but
feel that with the selection of Ayors, it
will be an easier transition to make.

“You really feel bad,” said junior-to-
be James Bradley, *because for three
yenrs he worked hard to get the pro.
gram where it is and now he haa all his
players here.

“It's just shocking that he would
leave now.”

Two weeks before leaving, Willlama
told players during a team meeting that
it was “60-40 in favor of staying” at
Ohio State, Bradley reported.

*That's what he told us in the locker
room,” Bradley said,

Sophomore-to-be Bill Robinson felt
equally comfortable with both coaches
and foels that the switch should have no
offect on his play this year.

“We as n team worked really well
with Randy last year,” Robinson said.

h Picking Of Ayers

Mark Baker

“Personally, I'm very happy with him.
We relate to him really well and he's
beon o really good friend of myself. |
renlly have a lot of confidence in him ns
n coach,

“Weo were kind of worried about who
might come in. Being around Coach
Willinms, maybe Coach Ayers might
use the same philosophy, maybe he
waon't. But it always helps to know the
conch right away and not have to get
used to his philosophy and personality.
We're definitely farther ahead than if
they brought in someone from outside.”

Perry Carter, the starter at center
Inst year and dne of the top returnees in
the Big Ten, feels his progress won't be
hindered by the conching switch,

“I loved it," Cartor said. *It's pretty
good because he knows all the players
wince he recruited them. He knows our
strong points and our weaknesses, He
should be able to take that and make us
into a winning ballclub,

"If it wouldn't have been Conch
Ayers, we would have had to learn a
whole new system and that might have
sot us back since wo're comfortable with

GO BUCKS ¢ GO BUCKS
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Perry Carter

the system we're in.”

Even former Buckoyes ore pleased
with the choice. Now Jorsey Neta guard
Dennis Hopson, who played under Wil
linms for one senson, nlways liked Ayors
and thinks the Buckeyes will proaper
under their new mentor,

“Randy is the best choice they could
have made,” Hopson said. "He's never
been a head conch, but he has all the
qualitios he neods to do a great job, He's
got the players he needs to do a great
Job. They're going to play hard for him.”

Hopson, who was an All-American
his senior season, said that Ayers
showed plenty of ability to conch the
team when Hopson was n Buckeye.

“He worked real well with me,” Hop-
son snid, “Even though he was an ns-
sistant coach, he would get in my ear
and let me know when I was doing
something wrong. I'm very confident
that he will do a fine job in bringing
Ohio State back to the top of the Big
Ten.”

Ohio State fans may be feeling the
sameo way il Ayers can deliver on the
promise Willinms began.
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‘“Jim And I Got Along Very Well’ — Williams

Ex-OSU Coach Denies Rift With Jones

By Mark Rea

Amid speculation that his rela-
tionship with OSU athletie director Jim
Jones was strained, Gary Williams
resigned as head basketball coach June
13 to return to his alma mater, the Uni-
versity of Maryland

During the College Park, Md., press
conference announcing his  decision,
Williams rebuked reporters’ contentions
that Jones had, in essonce, driven him
away from Ohio State

“That's not true at all,” Williams
said. "Jim Jones replaced the athletic
director (Rick Bay) that hired me, But
Jim and 1 got along very wall. 1 think
our relationship was good. I talked with
Jim the last fow days (before accepting
the Maryland job) and we had boen
talking all along.”

Williams' reported run-ins
Janes were well-chronicled.

In the best-selling book *A Season
Inside,” nuthor John Feinstein reported
Willinms and Jones got into a shouting
match after a disputed loss to Michigan
State in 1988, Neither man denied the
incident, which traced to their disagree.
ment over the competence of Big Ten of.
ficiating. That was a source of con-
tinued tension between Jonea and Wil
linms throughout the past senson.

In addition, Williams was said to
bristle over errors in travel arrange-
monts twice last senson which forced
the Buckeyes to spend the night in
cition they were scheduled to leave im-
mediately.

The Cleveland Plain Dealer also
reported that Williams had been denied
preferred practice time at St. John
Arena and was unhappy being cramped
in office space inforior to that accorded
other conching atafls in the Big Ten.

Other aggravations for Willinms in-
¢luded the denial of admission for 6-8
recruit Toraino Walker of Oak Hill
Academy in Virginin and the foot-
dragmng on o contract extension Wil
linme reportedly wanted as early as last
MOASON,

Stll, Williama denied any of those
[mctors led him to leave Ohio State,

“As a coach, your job is to work hard
nnd make your program the best pos-
sible,” he said. “There are some con-
Micta, ospocially when -you get into the
job, But I think Jim and I have an un-
derstanding. That wasn't a foctor in my
leaving Ohio State,

“Ohio State did everything it could to
keep me and 1 really appreciate that,
Jim Jones and President (Edward) Jon-
nings made every eoffort. They should
not take any heat because, to me, this is
a unique situation. There weren't any
other jobs that [ was interested in.

"And when the Maryland situation
was open, | became intereated in that
job because of the reasons I've already
stated,” Williams added. *But it was
nothing that Ohio State did or did not
do that led me to feel the way [ do about
the University of Maryland. That was
always back there somawhere, I guess.”

Jones simply laughed when it was
suggested by reporters that he was
happy to see Williams go.

"My reaction, obviously, was sad.
noss,” the Ohio State athletic director
sald. *I hate to seo him go. He's done n
fine job here, I hate to see him or his
stufl leave us because I think they have
built our program in a tremendous way,
enthusiastically and our kids playing
hard and I like what's happening in our
arena.

*But I cortainly understand his foel-
inge for his alma matar, | wish him the

with

very, very best. Gary has been quoted
as saying money was not an issue. You
know that he did want to have his con-
tract extonded and we had already ad.
vised him that we would extend his con-
tract. But we certainly understood his
willingness to want to talk to the Uni-
versity of Maryland.”

And, while Jones had offered Wil
limma a thres-year contract extension,
WCMH-TV in Columbus reported that
Willinma wanted the extension agree-
mont signed and on his desk, something
that never happened

Jones admitted he was not surprised
when the head coach took the Maryland
job. Btill, on the day Williams actually
accopted the job, he had trouble contact-
ing Jones because the athletic director
was at a golf outing in St. Clairsville,
Ohio, near the West Virginia border,

Jones cut his outing short to return
to Columbus, saying the university
would begin an immediate search for
Williams' successor. He also hinted that
he had some names in mind for Wil-
liams' job nnd had had them for quite
soma time.

“Any prudent administrator has
some names of people that they keep

Gary Williams

their eyo on," Jonos said. “I'm not
without names, lot's put it that way.

“I wasn't hopeful that Gary Williams
would leave us, I was hoping he would
stay and I wouldn't need names, But
unfortunntely that's not the case.”

In addition to reported tension be-
tween Jonmes and Williams, other
sources said the basketball conch was
unhappy about other things at Ohio
State,

Jim Jones

He was reportedly dissatisfied that
basketball played second fiddle to foot.
ball at Ohio State but, again, he denied
the reports,

*That was a concern of a lot of
people, but it wasn't a concern of mine,”
Williams said. *I think that's a factor in
terms of how people perceive the
schools. I think m successful football
tenm can actually help your basketball
program.”

Unauthorized Phone Calls By
Williams Under Investigation

By Mark Rea

The Ohlo State athletic department
is_investigating more than $1,400 in
telophone calls placed from the OSU
basketball office on former head conch
wry Willlame' OSU telophone crodit
card to an investment broker in Califor-
nia.

The investigation was reported by
the Cloveland Plain Dealer loss than
two weeks after Willinms loft Ohio
State to become the hend basketball
coach at Maryland.

According to the roport, there were
479 calls placed to the residence and of-
fice of Victorin Chen for a total of 122
hours and 27 minutes beginning in May
1988,

In addition, 30 calls were placed
from Chen's home and billed to what an
08U business office em loyen said was
Willinmas' university :rncﬁ

“1 will go back and huvo it ruanrch-
od,” said OSU athletic director Jim
Jones, *If we can prove they were per-
sonal calls and the bill is of that size,
then | am sure wo will take appropriate
nction. We would nsk Gary to reimburse
the department for it.”

Contacted in Maryland, Williams
sald he would comply with the investi-
gation's findings.

“I'll be glad to reimburse them if they
feel there are any personal calla on
there,” he said. “I'm not going to fight
them on it. I'm not trying to do any-
thing to hurt Ohio State. 1 would not do
anything to take money from Ohio State
or to hurt the program,

“It might be o sloppiness on my part.
If 1 was sloppy in that area by putting
personal calls on my business card,
then I'm wrong for being sloppy. But 1
can't see what else is there other than
that.”

According to the Plain Dealer, 25
calls of more than one hour were made
to Chen's residenca or office. Four of
thoss calls wore more than two hours in
longth and two calls were more than

three hours long.

The calls incronsed in frequency and
duration since May 1988, Chen's home
or office number was called as many as
nine times in one day. The longest eall
lasted three hours and 56 minutes.

Williams told the Plain Dealer he
had no specific recollection of the calls,
but offered several explanations includ.
ing help from California friends with
recruiting and coaching.

Chen told the Plain Dealer.the calls
were “primarily business.”

“(Williams) was really good friends
with one of the guys I dated,” she said,
“T know they would talk basketball, so 1
would say they wera business calls.”

She said the calls to her office were
pertaining to investments, but would
not comment on whether she was con-
ducting business on behnlf of Ohio
State.

Chen oxplained the calls from her
home to Williama' university credit card
as possible recruiting calls Williams
had made while visiting a coaching ae-
quaintance thore.

(Williams) has never done anything
wrong in his conching or how he hand-
led university funds,” Chen said. “He is
real decent. He would never, ever nbuse
any authority or power he has been
given."

Ohio State athletic director Jim
Jones snid no code at the university
prohibits the use of achool phones for
personal use although employees are
advised to avoid such use at the time of
their hiring.

Asked by the Plain Dealer if possible
use of OSU's telophone systom by Wil.
liams for personal use could have boen
grounds for termination, Jones said, “1
suppose it could in my estimation.”

By Mark Ren

The University of Maryland's com-
mittee charged with looking for a new
head baskethall coach did not know of
more than $1,400 In phone calls made (0
# California investment hroker's office
and resldence by Gary Willlams,

“I think we would have loved to have
had that type of Information, simply
because It woukd have allowed us to frame

questions that go to admiaisteation of
the program and Integrity,” Len Elmore,
u member of the search commitiee and
un All-Amerlean at eryluul In 19‘.'4, o
told the Cleveland Plain Deuler,

e

or why, It would have been hnportant

Maryland Search Panel
Unaware Of Phone Calls

~ withholding that information,

"I don'trenlly care wholt isho called

Elmore sald the committee researched
Williams  thorooghly and discovered
nothing to preclude his hiriog.
 "Wehadtogowith whatwe had atthe
tme," Elmore sald. “The feellng was
‘that I there had been anything egre-
glous, we probably would have known
ahouot It

MOhlo State may have been dolog Its
best (o elther hold ooto Gary Willlams
by not being forthright, or they might
‘have been saying, 'Good riddance,' by

M Frankly, there were some questions
1 had regardiog Gary Willlams, 1 was
curlous why a school like Ohlo State . . .
didn't put up more of & fght (1o retain
him),"
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Ayers Becomes Youngest Coach In Loop

Continued From Page 1

cern for our players, commitment to the
university and the community, interest
in our ncndemic pursuits, ability to
tonch, enthusinsm and will to win were
all important factors for me,” Jones
added

Ayers said that while making the ad.
justment from nassistant conch to head
conch would ba difficult, it was n chal-
lenge he was ready to nccept.

“It doesn't concern me, to be honest
with you,” he said. “l feel I've paid my
dues. I've coached under some great
conches who [ think are excellont
teachors. Hopefully, I've learned some.
thing from them.

“I've been in the Big Ten Conference
now for mix years, I'vo done my
homework and I'm prepared to take on
this responsibility.”

With that responsibility comes the
challenge to continue to build upon the
excitement generated for the past three
seasons by Williamas' teams, Ayers said
OSU fans need not worry about any
drastic changes from that game plan.

“We will play uptempo basketball”
he promised. “Wa'll use all 94 feet of the
court. Wo'll be aggressive defensively, I
guarantee you that, We hope to create
some offense with our defense. We'll get
after it. I like to push the ball up the
court.

“With the players we have right now
in the program, we do have a lack of
wize, but I think we have good quickness
and I'm going to try to utilize that
quickness by pushing the ball up the
floor,

“I'm nlso n firm believer in getting

the ball inside,” Ayers continued. *It

helps when you have size down on the
block to get it dane. But I'm very confi-
dent in the young people we have com-
ing back.”

Ayors readily admits there are ad-
justments associated with becoming n
head coach. Some of those include
decision-maoking on different levels,

“Probably the hardest thing will be
decisions-making during the games,” he
said, “But I think that will just come
with time. I was fortunate becauso both
Gary and (former OSU head coach)
Eldon (Miller) lot us get invelved during
the gamo as far as talking over different
situations.”

He added that he will be dealing
with the players on a different level,
too, making the ultimate decision about
who plays and who sits on the bench.

“l think that will bo a tough part,
too,” he admitted, "but I think they al-
ready respoct Randy Ayers ns a coach
and as a person.

“I believe in putting a lot of responsi-
bility on the players and we will do
that. It will be tough, but they will
know what I expect from them., You
know, the players really make the deci-
sion whether you play them or not —
how hard they work through the sum-
maer and then how hard they work from
Oct. 15 to our first game. So they do a
lot of the decision-making themsolves.”

Ayors was Ohio's Class AAA player
of the year at Springfield (Ohio) North
and went on to be a four-year starter
under Darrell Hedric at Miami Univer-

ity

Hu helped the Redskins to two Mid-
Amaerican  Conforence championships
and later spent two years on Hodric's
stafl as a gradunte assistant. He spent
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By Mark Rea

Army assistunt basketball conch Les
Fertig was to [oin the Olio State basket-
bull staff on July 18, according to a
repoct published In The Columbus Dis-
patch.

Fertlg, who was unavallable for
comment befure Buckeye Sports Bulle-
tin went to press, would become Lhe sec-
ond [ull: time assistant bired by new OSU
head conch Randy Ayers. Former part-
time asslstant Paul Brazeau was elevated
to full-thme status on July 5,

Fertly Is a 14-year conching veteran
In Divislon I, serving as un usslstant at
Oklahoma under then head coach Dave
Biliss from 1975 to 1979 and a1 Arm,

since the 1980-81 senson,

Army Aide, Grad Assistant
Expected To Fill Out Staff

Fertlg was hired at Army by head
coach Pete Guudet und served two years
under him, The past seven seasons have
been spent In service of current Army
head coach Les Wothke,

Ayers worked us an assistant with
Fertlg for two seasons at Army from
1981 to 1983,

Fertly played on two state champlon-
ship buskethall tesms in Norman, Okla.,
but did not play In college.

Meanwhike, s famillar face may round
out the OSU conching lneup,

Tom Souder, who worked as the
Buckeyes' gradunte nsslstant last year, I

‘expected to apply for the part-time posl-
tlon, vacated when Brazean was pro-
“moted.

two seasons ns an assistant at Army
and then joined Miller's staff at OSU in
1983,

When Willinms came on board in
1987, he persuanded Ayers to stay and
made him a full-time assistant.

When wnsked if Ayers' on-court
demeanor would mirror Miller's low-key

roach or Williams' more vociferous
behavior, Ayers just smiled and replied,
“I'd bettor may I fall in between the two.

“I think I know when to push and
when to pull and when to sit down on
that bench and let my players play. 1
Jjust think you have to coach to your per-
sonality. I'rl pick and choose my spots.”

Ayors said other facets of his coach-
ing philosophy were gleaned from other
colloge coaches who he admires and
respecta,

“I have a lot of respect for Coach
(Bob) Knight at Indiana,” he said. “I've
been very fortunate, I grew up in
Springfield, Ohio, during the Fred
Taylor days here at Ohio State, the Ray
Meoars days at Wittenberg and the
Eldon Miller days at Wittenberg. I've
beon exposed to some good conchos.

“I think a lot of Coach K (Mike
Krzyzowski) down at Duke. I think he's
done a great job of blonding the old with
the new. And [ think Coach (John)
Thompson at Georgetown strossoes
defense and he's concerned nbout his
players neademically.

“I want to follow slong those same
lines. We're going to try to take a little
bit from uvurybody to form my philoso-
rhy But, ogain, it's Randy Ayers' phi-

phy. I'm Just going to take little bits
and pieces from other people who |
respoct.”

Ayers admits he in excited about the
future of Ohio State basketball. Still,
mindful of the task ahead of him, he
says he has to temper some of that ex-
uborance,

“I'll tell you, after Jim told me I got
the job, I was the most excited person in
Columbus. Then I looked at our sched-
ule,” Ayers said,

“Wo're a very young team and we
have to go to DePaul. We play in the
Diet Popsi tournament down in Char-
lotte, N.C., “?oning up with North Caro-
lina State. We've got a challonge.

“There are going to be some tough
times because of our youth. When we go
into a DePaul or a North Carolina
State, to an Indiana or n Purdue, be-
cause of our lack of exporience, we're
going to have some tough going. But,
again, if we're totally prepared and the
people sitting on the bench with me
make good suggestions, we're going to
make the necessary adjustments to win
a ball game,

“It's going to be a challenge and I
think these young people are here to nc-
copt that challenge. Weo'll be ready and
I'm excited about it.”
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I have feelings of both happiness and
concern with regards to the naming of
Randy Ayers as the new Ohio State bas-
kotball conch.

[ am happy bocause Randy Ayers is
ane of the finest, highest quality people
in the Ohio State athletic department. [
have yet to meet someone who didn't
have only good things to say about the
Springfield, Ohio, native.

On the other hand, I would have
liked to have seen Ohio State select n
coach with substantinl head coaching
oxperience ot the major college lovel.
That desire is not in any way meant to
be a knock at Ayers.

Rather, I think that, whether Jim
Jones wants to admit it or not, the OSU
basketball program is reeling a bit after
the loss of Gary Williams. Buckeyes
backers, ull of whom seem ready to sup-
port Ayers, might have been more com-
fortable with a more seasoned coach,
There will be a tremendous amount of

By Frank L. Moskowitz, Publisher

OSU’s Choice Of Ayers Brings On Mixed Feelings

pressure on Ayers to produce and pro-
duce quickly.

I felt from the beginning that the
only way Ayers would get the job would
be if Ohio State had trouble finding
other takers, That appears to have been
the case, with the longtime Buckeye as-
wistant getting the job after Nolan
Richardson, among othors, apparently
withdrew from consideration.

Both Ayers and Jones seem to be sit-
ting together on a limb. Will Ayers be
the weight that brings that limb down
or the one who lends the two, nnd the
OSU basketball program, off of {t?

My point is tﬁnt wo just don't know,
Ayers may be the next John Wooden or
he may be a bust. Short of waiting for a
couple of years, how do you tell?

However, ho brings a lot of good
things to the job, He is well-known and
popular across the state, which surely
will help in recruiting. He offers con-
tinuity to a program that could use

—
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plonty of it. He is liked by the players.
He is energetic, hard-working and ap-
parently has a good basketball mind.

And best of all, it's doubtful he will
loave Ohio Stats to take the job at his
alma mater, Miami.

ONE OF the more disappointing
aspects of Gary Willinma' departure is
the fact that we will never get a chance
to seo how good a coach Willinms really
is — nt lonst not at Ohio Stata.

There was a tondency among Ohio
State basketball fans to give Williams a
tremendous amount of credit for his
conching ability, but I wanted to wait a
year or two longer to make my judg.
ment, No one disputes that he was a
good conch, [ wanted to know how good.

In hia three years at Ohio State, Wil-
linms was 60-41 for a 500 winning per-
centage, In Eldon Miller's final three
years at OSU, his teams compiled a 54-
38 mark, for a comparable .587. Wil-
linms' tenms were 24-30 (.444) in the
Big Ten, finishing sixth, sixth and
eighth in the conforence. Miller's final
three squads were actually strongor in
conferonce, going 27-27 and finishing
fifth, third and ssventh.

In these comparable periods, both
coaches had two NIT appearances and
one NCAA bid. Both teams were 1-1 in
the NCAA tourney and Miller brought
home an NIT championship his final
your, while Williams' 1987-88 unit was
the NIT runner-up.

Thus, there was nothing especially
spectacular about Willinms' years at
O8U. I think he simply proved that if
Buckeyes fans were going to have to
watch mediocre teams, they would rath-
or see nn exciting brand of basketball as
opposed to Miller's brand, which,
though equally successful to that of Wil
linms, soomed to match Miller's ho-hum
porsonality.

Williams could have established him-
self as one of the OSU all-time conching
greats this past season if he had been
able to rally his troops after the loss of
Jay Burson. Instead, the Buckeyes lost
soven straight. So there was nothing
spectacular thore either.

1 think Willinms was building what
could have been an outstanding pro-
gram. But like [ say, we'll nover know.
His apologists said that his problem
was ho didn't have his own players to
work with, With the graduation of Jay
Burson, Tony White, Joe Dumns and
Jerry Francis, the last vestiges of the

L O
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Eldon Miller era are gone. But so is
Gary Willinms,

Before he left, Williams recruited
some of the finest athletes the OSU bas-
ketball program has seen in years. Too
bad we won't know how well he would
have done with them.

IT IS INTERESTING that the OSU
athletic department mppears to have
leaked the story about Gary Willinma
running up huge personal phone bills at
the expense of the university. After Jim
Jones and Gary Williams spent so much
time denying reports that they didn't
got along, ona wonders what the pur.
pose of leaking the story was

THE ASTUTE observation of the
yoar award goes to Don DeVee, who
saya that it now appears he is not goin
to ever get the Ohio State basketbal
conching position. Most BSH readers we
spoke to seemed adamant in their
desire to have someone other than
DeVoo in the top basketball spot,
though thare were some who seomed to
think it was time to put a Buckeyo in
the top cage job and DeVoe was their
lending choice.

Interestingly, the last time we got s
violently negative of a reaction concern
ing a potentinl OSU head conch was
when Don Nehlen was mentioned as a
pousibility for the Ohio State football
job eventunlly landed by John Cooper.
BSB renders gave Nehlon an absoclute
thumbs down and, ironically, he ended
up leading his West Virginia squad to
within a couple of touchdowna of the na-
tional championship last season.

THIS 18 the time of year when we
like to give some of our letter writers
who have been taking it easy over the
summoer a little push.

For our August issue, we would like
to hear from you regarding the Ohio
State basketball situation. What did
you think about Gary Williams and his
departure from Ohio State? What did
you think about the process to choose n
new coach? And what do you think
about the selection of Randy Ayera?

Then, for our football preview issue,
wa want to hear what you think about
the 1989 edition of the Ohio Stata foot-
ball team. How will it do? What are its
strengths and weaknesses? We look for-
ward to hearing from you.

By the way, some of you have beon
trying to sneak lotters by us either un.
signed, or with pseudonyms. We foel if
you believe in your opinion about some-
thing, you should certainly be willing to
back it up with your name.




