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The Future Is Now

Day’s Buckeyes
Win Big In
Haskins’ Debut

By TIM MOODY
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

There will always be turnover from one season to the next.

Ohio State sends handfuls of players to the NFL every
season, and members of the coaching staff come and go on
an annual basis. Sometimes, though, the turnover is more
significant.

Going into 2018, it had been a while since the Buckeyes
had a first-time starter at quarterback in week one, and it
had been even longer since a head coach not named Urban
Meyer roamed the sidelines in a season opener. Both of
those streaks were broken Sept. 1 at Ohio Stadium when the
No. 5 Buckeyes — led by acting head coach Ryan Day and
first-year starting quarterback Dwayne Haskins — trounced
Oregon State, 77-31.

Day, of course, is the head coach on a temporary basis.
Meyer is suspended for the first three games of the season
after mishandling former receivers coach Zach Smith’s
employment at the university. Haskins, on the other hand, is
in his position on a more permanent basis as the heir to J.T.
Barrett’s quarterback throne.

There were plenty of question
marks surrounding the Buckeyes
through the offseason. There
always will be, especially when
there’s a new quarterback, and
even more so when there’s uncer-
tainty surrounding the head
coach. On a day of firsts, though,
Day and Haskins answered many
of those inquiries.

“It was a lot going on for me,”
Day said in his first postgame
press conference as a head coach
at any level. “It was the first
time going through everything,
whether it was in the meetings
or going to the skull session, the
walk, pregame, going out on the
field.”

Haskins, for his part, was coy
about his performance, simply
saying, “Not a bad job,” when
asked how he did.

That might have been an
understatement.
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The Quarterback

Though redshirt freshman
Tate Martell had a couple of
cameo appearances in the first SONNY BROCKWAY
LIKE A VETERAN - Ohio State sophomore quarterback Dwayne Haskins (7) threw for 313 yards and five
Continued On Page 8 touchdowns against Oregon State in the first start of his career.
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Buckeye Leaves

BSB’s new full-service website, BuckeyeSports.com,
has 24/7 updates regarding all things Ohio State,
including an active Forum where subscribers can
chat with BSB staff members and other fans. The
Forum also features a live thread during every Ohio
State game where staffers and subscribers can share
their thoughts, opinions and analysis. We will also
be handing out Buckeye Leaves after every game for
standout performers, and we encourage subscribers to
share their thoughts as well. Here’s a sampling of what
BSB staff members and subscribers had to say after the
Buckeyes opened the season with a resounding 77-31
win over Oregon State:

Joe Dempsey: Mike Weber did not take the field
with the No. 1 offense to start the game, but the
junior running back dominated Oregon State. On a
first-quarter carry Weber weaved through the Beaver
defense for a 16-yard touchdown, giving the Buckeyes
a 14-7 lead. The 5-10, 214-pound tailback found the
end zone again on a 49-yard dash, using his deceptive
speed to break outside and outrun the defense. The
Detroit native did not stop there, catching a 3-yard
touchdown on a touch pass and running in another
touchdown. Weber racked up a career-high 189 total
yards and four touchdowns on 21 touches.

James Grega: There are plenty of options on both
side of the ball, but I am going to go with Mike Weber,
who blistered Oregon State’s defense on Saturday.
Despite not starting, Weber carried 20 times for 186
yards and three touchdowns, adding a fourth score on
a touch pass from Dwayne Haskins.

Despite rotating possessions with J.K. Dobbins,
who finished with 74 yards on 15 carries, Weber was
able to post a career high in yards and touchdowns
while also not playing for much of the fourth quarter.
Haskins deserves an honorable mention for his 313-
yard, five touchdown performance, the best passing
performance of a first-time starter in school history.

Tim Moody: He didn’t play a down in the second
half, but junior defensive end Nick Bosa had already
left a huge impression on the field. Bosa finished the
game with four tackles, two sacks and two fumbles
recovered — including one in the end zone for a
touchdown. Bosa was, by far, the best player on the
field for either team, and he showed once again why
he’ll be a top-five pick in the NFL draft next spring.

At this stage of his career, Bosa is better than his
older brother, Joey, who is already one of the best
linemen in the NFL. That should be a scary thought
for the rest of Ohio State’s opponents, especially
considering how dominant tackle Dre’Mont Jones and
end Chase Young were as well.

Frank Moskowitz: | would have voted Mike
Weber, but because | already knew what he can
do, | vote Dwayne Haskins. His play was more of an
unknown, and he didn’t disappoint.

Garrett Stepien: How overlooked is fifth-year
senior wide receiver Terry McLaurin? In such a deep
receivers rotation, the two-time captain and multiyear
starter has been arguably Ohio State’s most underrated
player on offense.

The 6-1, 205-pounder showed such glimpses against
Oregon State as he hauled in four catches for 121
yards and two touchdowns. Those scores set the tone
for the Buckeyes as they began both halves of the
game.

BSB Subscribers
Definitely Mike Weber. | knew he would be ready
to rumble since he missed the first few games last year.
He was dominant today and finished runs the way
you'd like a bigger back like him to do.
- Tiffin Buckeye

I'll take Dwayne Haskins. It's the easy choice, but
he was just that impressive. 300+ yards and five
touchdowns can’t be ignored for a first time starter.
He was as good as advertised and maybe even better.

- AcrossTheField

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Suspension Not Enough

From what I have read recently in the university’s com-
missioned investigatory report and in national newspapers,
Urban Meyer lied to the news media and has acted inap-
propriately in recent years for an individual in his position.
By his word and deed, he has damaged the reputation and
prestige of one of the great educational institutions in our
country. How can Urban Meyer ever be believed and taken
seriously again?

Because of the decision by the board of trustees on Aug.
22 to retain Meyer as the head football coach, the reputation
of The Ohio State University has been severely tarnished.
As an alumnus, I am very disappointed by the board’s recent
action, which in my opinion severely damages the OSU
brand. Even if Ohio State wins every game this season, the
ulcer that has been allowed to fester will remain a source of
rankle and irritation within the university community for a
generation or two to come.

The biggest dilemma of the university related to the
board’s decision is how current and prospective students
will interpret this decision. What are the possible takeaways
for students? Are they embarrassed by the recent events,
angered by them or possibly amused? Did the board consid-
er the impact their decision would have on the university’s
reputation and, ultimately, students’ perceptions of truth — a
basic tenet in any field of study? In the end, it is the student
body that will have the most to lose from the bad press and
negative media attention this decision has evoked.

It is not too late for the board of trustees to reflect on the
ramifications of their recent decision and reverse course.
There is still time for The Ohio State University to regain its
rightful place in higher education and restore its vision, core
goals and values.

Joseph H. Huber

Stoughton, Mass.

Unreasonable Standards?

Having watched the press conference at which the sus-
pensions of Gene Smith and Urban Meyer were announced,
I have several thoughts:

¢ [ was disappointed that, with all of the mea culpas being
thrown around, no one asked president Michael Drake if
there were any failures or shortcomings at his level, at some
other administrative level, or at the board of trustees’ level.
Did all of these people do everything they could have to make
sure that they were aware of the actions of their employees,

both at work and in their private lives? For instance, how
about Miechelle Willis, who was Ohio State’s deputy Title IX
coordinator for athletics in 2015? She was the first university
employee notified by the police about a domestic violence
investigation into Zach Smith. She reported to Gene Smith,
who notified Meyer. But she apparently did not report it to
the compliance department, which is what Gene Smith and
Meyer were faulted for not doing. What is her punishment?

e [t appears that Urban Meyer followed all required pro-
cedures with regard to reporting the actions of Zach Smith,
but he was suspended nonetheless because he did not
investigate thoroughly enough the “red flags” that Smith’s
actions raised. The report itself is full of lawyerly hedging
language that greatly reduces the justification for finding
fault on Meyer’s part. For instance: Meyer and Gene Smith
“acted in good faith” but did not report Zach Smith’s 2015
domestic violence investigation to the compliance depart-
ment “as we believe they should have.” And the compliance
function “could have been” in the best position to determine
if an internal investigation should be conducted. And rely-
ing on law enforcement to act on these allegations “is not,
in our view, an adequate response.” All of these are pretty
thin threads on which to hang two university employees, no
matter who they are. If you were in Meyer’s position and that
happened to you, would you think it was fair?

e Ohio State has approximately 40,000 employees. I
would think that since that press conference, every admin-
istrator or manager at Ohio State who supervises any
employees must be much more nervous. Because now they
are responsible not only for the legality of the conduct of the
people they supervise, but for the morality of that conduct
as well. Here we have the case of an employee who was not
arrested for his actions, was not charged with a crime, and
was not convicted of a crime. In spite of this, he was fired,
and his managers up to the second level above him were
disciplined because they did not thoroughly investigate and
respond properly to conduct that, while not illegal, the uni-
versity later deemed to be immoral.

e [t seems to me that, in taking this position, the university
has set a very dangerous precedent. If a university employee
does something in his or her personal life, having nothing to
do with his or her employment at the university, and the uni-
versity later decides that that conduct, while not illegal, does
not meet the university’s standards of morality, that employ-
ee’s manager can be disciplined for not taking action against
the employee. That is an impossible and unfair standard. The

chair of the Humanities Department is now responsible for the
actions of everyone who reports to him or her. The head of the
university hospital is answerable for the conduct of everyone
who works there. In fact, they are responsible not only for
the present conduct of their employees, while on the job and
away from work, but they are also responsible for any past
misconduct that could have been discovered in a thorough
background check when the employee was hired. If that is
now the standard to which managers will be held at Ohio
State, I would suspect that many of those managers will not
be sleeping well from now on.

Terry Walrath

Hinckley, Ohio

No Longer A Meyer Fan

May as well get my two cents in.

Prior to the Zach Smith situation, I was as big a fan as
anyone of Urban Meyer. Not anymore. I would expect a guy
that makes about $7 million a year to have more than a little
bit of common sense.

I lived in Sandusky, Ohio, when Earle Bruce was head
coach, so it could be said I was a fan of his, too. Loyalty is
one thing, but to jeopardize one’s reputation, also that of
Ohio State, the football program, etc., is downright stupid.
Not dumb, stupid.

From what I've read, Smith was a No. 1 village idiot. ... As
far as I'm concerned, all the stuff I've read regarding Meyer,
the same goes for him. To put up with Smith’s dastardly
deeds all these years ...

If I was Meyer, I'd be ashamed to show my face, let alone
continue to coach the Buckeyes.

Then I read where all along the way, Meyer kept giving
him raises. I could care less if Meyer chooses to stay at OSU.
In fact, I'd like to see him pack up and leave Columbus. He is
a disgrace to the university.

Rich Foust

Troy, Ohio

If you would like to express an opinion concerning Ohio
State University sports, please send your letter to BSB Letters,
P.O. Box 12453, Columbus, OH 43212, or email it to bsb@
buckeyesports.com for use in BSB. Letters must be signed and
include the writer’s hometown and a daytime telephone num-
ber for verification. Publication priority will be given to those
letters that are brief, and we reserve the right to edit letters for
publication.
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Day, Haskins Looked The Part For Buckeyes

If first impressions are worth anything,
Ryan Day will be a head coach in the very near
future, Dwayne Haskins will make himself a
lot of money someday as an NFL quarterback,
and the 2018 Ohio State football team has the
chance to become something very special.

For a least one afternoon, no one cared
much about Zach Smith’s firing or Urban
Meyer’s suspension as the Buckeyes exerted
their offensive muscle to the tune of 721 total
yards during a 77-31 manhandling of Oregon
State.

Day was in charge of the onslaught, and
it’s difficult to believe the offense would have
performed any better had Meyer been pacing
the sideline rather than watching the proceed-
ings from home. The yardage figure was the
second-highest total ever in a single game in
program history, and the point total matched
the best output for a season opener. Ohio State
rolled up 776 yards during a 77-10 win against
Bowling Green in the 2016 season opener.

Haskins made his debut as the team’s start-
ing quarterback, and the sophomore was near-
ly flawless, begging the question of how any
program can lose a four-year starter and owner
of a boatload of school and Big Ten records
and still feel like it has upgraded the position.

The 6-3, 220-pound sophomore was cucum-
ber-cool in the huddle, under center and in the
pocket as he connected on 22 of 30 attempts
for 313 yards and five touchdowns. Haskins
was also an equal-opportunity distributor, com-
pleting passes to seven different receivers,
including touchdowns tosses to wide receiver
Terry McLaurin, H-back Parris Campbell, tight
end Rashod Berry and running back Mike
Weber.

Speaking of Weber, the 510, 214-pound
junior appeared in midseason form as he
punished the Oregon State defense with a
career-high 186 yards and three touchdowns
on 20 carries. That was part of a rushing attack
that manufactured 375 yards and five scores
against the Beavers.

As much as the Buckeyes appeared to be a
well-oiled locomotive in the opener, it's worth
mentioning that Oregon State is undertaking
a massive rebuild. The Beavers experienced
their 11th straight defeat, the longest losing
streak for the program since a school-record
15 consecutive losses in 1995-96. And Ohio
State’s next opponent, Big Ten rival Rutgers,
has lost to the Buckeyes by scores of 58-0 and
56-0 the last two years, yielding more than 600
total yards in each contest.

In other words, expect another offensive
explosion before the team travels to Dallas on
Sept. 15 to take on TCU. The Horned Frogs
had a similar offensive outburst to Ohio State
in their season opener, rolling to a 55-7 victory
against Southern University, a member of
the Southwestern Athletic Conference in the
Football Championship Subdivision.

Before heading to the Lone Star State,
however, the Buckeyes will need a little work
on defense. That was about the only thing
that didn’t cooperate on opening day - that
and Mother Nature, who alternated between
sun-splashed splendor and an angry lightning
storm accompanied by monsoon-like rains that
extended halftime some 90 minutes.

Oregon State managed to pile up 392 total
yards — an even mix of 196 both on the ground
and through the air — and notable breakdowns
on the Ohio State defense contributed to big
chunks of that yardage.

Junior running back Artavis Pierce, who
had never before rushed for more than 73
yards in a single game, broke off touchdown
runs of 80 and 78 yards early in the third
quarter and finished with 168 yards on just 11
carries. Pierce became the first nonconference

player to eclipse the century mark in rushing
against the Buckeyes since Clemson quar-
terback Tajh Boyd ran for 127 yards during
his team’s 40-35 win in the 2014 Gator Bowl.
No nonconference running back had run for
100 or more yards against Ohio State since
Brendan Bigelow of California rambled for
160 yards during OSU’s 35-28 win against the
Bears in 2012.
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Of particular concern was Pierce’s 80-yard
run, which came on Oregon State’s first play
from scrimmage in the second half. Defensive
tackle Antwuan Jackson had Pierce dead to
rights at the line of scrimmage, but the 511,
201-pounder bounced off the would-be tackle
and then outraced OSU cornerback Jeffrey
Okudah down the sideline.

Joining Pierce in setting a new career best
was receiver Trevon Bradford, who gathered
in six passes for 104 yards and two touch-
downs. Bradford’s previous career high was 51
yards, set two years ago when he was a fresh-
man, and he nearly equaled that with a 49-yard
touchdown early in the first quarter when he
got behind safety Isaiah Pryor and then split
safety Jahsen Wint and cornerback Damon
Arnette on his way to the end zone.

There were bright spots on the defense,
including defensive end Nick Bosa padding his
already-impressive résumé with a pair of sacks
and two fumble recoveries, including one in
the end zone for a touchdown.

Allin all, it was a satisfying opener with lots
of highlights and just enough correctable mis-
takes to keep everyone focused on what they
need to do to get better. Just what the doctor
ordered for a program that needed to shake off
a month of discontent and get back to what it
does best — play football.

Enough Is Enough

For the better part of the first half of the
20th century, Major League Baseball was the
most popular sport in America, earning the
moniker of “The National Pastime.”

Baseball’s popularity began to erode in
the early 1950s but not for the reasons most
often promulgated by modern-day experts who
believe the game is too slow, too simplistic and
too antiquated. Baseball suffered from scan-
dals in other sports, including allegations of
point-shaving by college basketball players and
academic cheating by members of the college
foothall team at West Point.

Those scandals faded over the years but
they have been replaced by countless oth-
ers — baseball’s steroid epidemic, the use of
performance-enhancing drugs that brought
down such national heroes as three-time
Olympic gold medal sprinter Marion Jones
and seven-time Tour de France winner Lance
Armstrong, countless pay-for-play scandals at
various universities across the nation, and the
sexual deviancies of Jerry Sandusky, Larry
Nasser and Richard Strauss.

At some point, as baseball discovered in
the 1950s, the escapism and entertainment
value of sports is going to be overshadowed by
the unseemly events that occur away from the
playing field.

I've covered sports in general and Ohio
State sports in particular for most of the last
40 years, and I can honestly say I've about had
enough.

The latest back-and-forth surrounding the
firing of Smith and subsequent suspension
of Meyer is baby powder compared to some
of the other scandals that have occurred in
college football over the few years. But it
somehow feels just as bad because it hits so
close to home.

For the better part of the last month, we
have been subjected to the sordid details of
Zach and Courtney Smith’s tempestuous mar-
riage. The wife claims she was physically and
verbally abused. The husband denies the alle-
gations. What followed was a winding, twisting
road of halftruths, a costly investigation that
led to the suspension of Meyer and Gene
Smith, the university’s athletic director, and
the resignation of a board of trustees member
because he thought the penalties were too
lenient.

All the while, Zach and Courtney Smith
continue to argue back and forth through their
designated media mouthpieces. Zach Smith
fired the most recent volley Aug. 30 when he
told USA Today, “Urban knew the truth. That’s
what's lost in all this — the truth. Everything
he’s said negatively about me, that’s all on
Ohio State. That’s all from the pressure they
put on him to keep his job because they are
spineless. That’'s why they fired Jim Tressel.
They are absolutely spineless.”

Smith went on to dispute much of what
was contained in Ohio State’s investigative
report, including the denial that he had a sexu-
al relationship with a secretary on the football
staff. He did not address allegations that he
took sexually explicit photos of himself from
the White House during the football team’s
2015 visit or that he had sex toys mailed to the
foothall office.

The waters in this case have been muddied
to such a degree that no one can be totally sure
of the facts. One thing, however, I am totally
sure of. Meyer taking to Twitter to “clarify” the
reasons for why he believes he was suspended
does not help matters.

From his demeanor at the Aug. 22 press
conference announcing the suspension, any-
one watching could tell Meyer didn’t agree
with the punishment. There was no need to
clarify anything by releasing a statement 24
hours before the football team’s season opener
against Oregon State, a statement the coach
claimed was necessary because of “a number
of things reported in the media ... that have
not been correct.”

One of the most famous lines from one of
the most famous plays ever written deals with
someone who “doth protest too much.”

Seeking their own venue to “set the record
straight,” all the while blaming the media
for spreading misinformation, has become
an increasingly favorite tactic for those in the
public arena. Sometimes, the media does get
it wrong. But Meyer’s so-called clarification
seemingly addressed what Smith told USA
Today, not anything the media incorrectly
reported.

To my mind, it seems that Smith blames
Meyer and Ohio State for his dismissal while
Meyer apparently blames Smith and what he
told USA Today for the need to clarify the
reasons why the head coach was suspended.

In other words, in perhaps what is the
perfect sign for the times in which we live, no
one is willing to take responsibility for his own
actions.

This was an unmitigated mess from the
very start, a festering sore that will continue
to ooze until all of the parties learn to simply
keep their mouths shut. The public relations
war has already been lost on all sides. My
advice would be to put down your weapons
and walk away.
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INSIDER

Meyer Visits Buckeyes
After Suspension

Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer was
handed a three-game suspension Aug. 22
in the wake of a two-week investigation into
his handling of domestic abuse allegations
against former receivers coach Zach Smith.
Meyer had been on paid administrative leave
since Aug. 1, meaning he had no contact with
his coaching staff or players throughout fall
camp.

The day after his suspension was handed
down, though, Meyer was allowed to visit the
Woody Hayes Athletic Center to meet with
the staff and team, an Ohio State spokesper-
son confirmed to BSB.

Meyer was at the Woody for about 45 min-
utes Aug. 23 and also had “limited conversa-
tions” with members of the program between
then and Aug. 25. Those conversations were
not in a violation of his suspension because he

‘When y
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TIM MOODY

BACK IN ACTION - Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer was set to return to
his coaching duties Sept. 3, although he will be suspended for the Rutgers

and TCU games.

did not receive the terms of his punishment
until Aug. 26.

Those terms — which were delivered to
Meyer in a notice from Susan M. Basso, the
senior vice president in the Office of Human
Resources at Ohio State — prevented Meyer
from performing any of his duties as head
coach, including attending practices, meet-
ings and other events. He was prohibited
from communicating with members of the
coaching staff, players, recruits or others
within the program as well.

“Dear Urban: As you know, President
(Michael) Drake, in consultation with the

LA
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board of trustees, determined that you did not
take sufficient management action regarding
Zach Smith and have not, in the handling
of certain matters, upheld the high values
of Ohio State,” said the notice from Basso,
which was obtained by BSB through a public
records request. “The resulting disciplinary
actions set forth below are designed to be fair,
just, and appropriate, and to provide an oppor-
tunity to learn from past mistakes to make our
program and university stronger and better
moving forward.”

On Sept. 3, the Monday following Ohio
State’s season-opening, 77-31 win over
Oregon State, Meyer was slated to be rein-
stated. He will be suspended once again Sept.
8 when the Buckeyes host Rutgers at Ohio
Stadium, though, and again on Sept. 15 when
Ohio State faces TCU in Arlington, Texas.
Those suspensions will each last for 24-hour
periods surrounding the games and will have
the same terms.

Meyer’s notice of his suspension also
noted that he’ll forgo six weeks of compen-
sation.

Athletic director Gene Smith received
a similar notice regarding his suspension,
which runs from Aug. 31 through Sept. 16.

Smith will be unpaid during that period. The
AD was also present for Meyer’s meeting with
the team on Aug. 23.

Board Member Resigns
In Wake Of Suspension

After Drake, in consultation with the board
of trustees, opted to suspend Meyer for the
first three games of the year, trustee Jeffrey
Wadsworth handed in his resignation.

In an interview with The New York Times,
Wadsworth said that he felt Meyer should
have received a more “profound” punishment
for his handling of Zach Smith.

“I didn’t feel that I'd seen high-integrity
behavior,” Wadsworth said.

The board had 20 members at the time of
the meeting, and Wadsworth said he was the
only member who felt a more severe punish-
ment was necessary. He said it became clear
early in the process that the conversation
was going to center around the length of the
suspension, and not a more drastic action,
and he ended up leaving the Aug. 22 meeting
early. He didn’t know the final result until it
was announced that evening, and he handed
in his resignation shortly after.

“Most people were concerned about
whether it was a several-game suspension or
not,” Wadsworth told The Times.

“To me, there was something altogether
wrong about reducing it to a couple of games.”

So far, Wadsworth is the only board mem-
ber to speak publicly about the punishment.
After his resignation, the university issued a
statement to the Times.

“The president and the board of trustees
had a frank and comprehensive discussion
last week,” the statement said. “A wide variety
of perspectives were expressed in reaching
a consensus. Mr. Wadsworth has been an
exceptionally valuable member of the board.
His service to the university is deeply appreci-
ated, and we wish him the very best.”

Courtney Smith Says OSU Lawyer
Never Asked Her To Drop Charges

Courtney Smith, the ex-wife of Zach
Smith, who was fired July 23, said Aug. 29
that she did not tell police that Ohio State sent
a lawyer to her house in 2015 to ask her not to
pursue charges of domestic abuse against her
then-estranged husband, according to ESPN.

The Columbus Dispatch received a police
incident report from Oct. 26, 2015, via an anon-

www.straitandlamp.com
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FAQ Concerning BuckeyeSports.com

As readership of our new 24/7 website, BuckeyeSports.com, continues to grow we
field many questions about how to use or maximize use of the site, free to all Buckeye
Sports Bulletin print subscribers. From time to time we will attempt to answer frequently
asked questions.

Q. I check BuckeyeSports.com every day to see the latest headlines. This is
very helpful in keeping up with Ohio State sports news, especially during the
Urban Meyer investigation. However, I notice that you are always pushing the
Forum. Why is that and how do I access the Forum? Can anyone participate or
only BSB staff members?

A. We are glad that you are getting your breaking news on the site’s front page. The
Forum is a great place to share your opinion on that news with members of the BSB staff
and other Buckeye fans. The exchanges on various topics can be lively and entertaining.
Remember, on the BSB Forum, all opinions are equal.

There are also assorted nuggets posted on the Forum by the staff that can only be
found there, especially concerning recruiting, so if you are not going to the Forum you
are not getting the full picture each day.

Additionally, BSB readers from around the country frequently see items of interest
that the staff doesn’t and posts them for everyone’s enlightenment. The Forum gives us
the added benefit of essentially having correspondents in all 50 states. Our slogan is, “If
you see (or hear something), say something.”

As for how to access the Forum, once you are logged in just click on the Forum tab at
the top of the page and it will take you right there. To see what people are saying about
a particular topic, click on the red topic header. To add your two cents, just hit the “add
reply” button. To start your own thread (don’t be bashful), just hit “new topic.”

Most importantly, have fun and keep it civil!

If you are not already taking advantage of BuckeyeSports.com, simply email your
name, address and preferred email address to subscriptions@buckeyesports.com and we
will send back simple instructions on how to access the site. Don’t forget, subscriptions@
buckeyesports.com is our email address, not the website. We will send you directions on
how to access the site.

Remember, complete copies of the print issue of Buckeye Sports Bulletin are posted
on BuckeyeSports.com on Mondays during football season and Tuesdays the rest of the
year. Your copy of the paper will still arrive in your mailbox at the usual time.

ymous sender Aug. 29. Among the details in
the report, Courtney Smith detailed a history
of abuse by Zach Smith. The Dispatch also
noted that the report said Courtney Smith
told Powell (Ohio) Police that an Ohio State
lawyer was sent to her home after a previous
incident with the task of “convincing her to
drop the charge because it would embarrass
OSU if she proceeded with the prosecution.”

After the report surfaced, Courtney Smith
told ESPN she never said anyone from Ohio
State had pressured her to drop the case.

“No way,” she said, according ESPN. “I
would have never said that.”

Courtney Smith said the other details in
the incident report matched up with what she
remembered telling Powell Police at the time.

Polls Delayed For
Opening Week

Due to the opening week college football
schedule, the Associated Press and coaches
polls were delayed following week one of
the season, as games featuring No. 25 LSU
vs. No. 8 Miami, Fla. (Sept. 2) and No. 19
Florida State vs. No. 20 Virginia Tech (Sept.
3) pushed back the poll announcements to
Sept. 4.

Entering the second week of the sea-
son, all topfive teams in the AP poll came
away with victories. No. 1 Alabama cruised
past Louisville, 51-14, No. 2 Clemson bowled
over Furman 487, No. 3 Georgia shut out
Austin Peay, 45-0, and No. 4 Wisconsin rolled
Western Kentucky on Aug. 31, 34-3. Ohio
State’s 77 points were the most of any AP top-
25 team in week one of the season.

Other notable top-25 matchups in the first
week of the season included No. 12 Notre
Dame’s 24-17 win over No. 14 Michigan in
South Bend, Ind., and No. 9 Auburn’s 21-16
victory over No. 6 Washington.

Penn State and Michigan State, ranked
No. 10 and No. 11, respectively, both survived
major upset scares in their first games of the
season.

The Nittany Lions were taken to overtime
by Appalachian State at home on Sept. 1 but

ultimately came away with the 45-38 victory in
the extra period. A day earlier, Michigan State
needed to force a turnover on Utah State’s
final possession to secure a 3831 victory in
East Lansing, Mich.

However, perhaps the biggest victory for a
Big Ten team over the first weekend came from
Maryland, which upset No. 23 Texas for the
second straight season, this time winning 34-29.

Burrow Named
LSU Starter
Just months after transferring from Ohio
State, quarterback Joe Burrow was named the
starter at his new school in Baton Rouge, La.
Burrow left Columbus following his spring
graduation after apparently losing out to

2018 Ohio State Football Schedule
Date Opponent Result/Time (ET) TV Record, Last Result
Sept. 1 OREGON STATE W, 77-31 ABC 0-1, 77-31 loss at Ohio State
Sept. 8 RUTGERS 3:30 p.m. BTN 1-0, 35-7 win over Texas State
Sept. 15 vs. TCU#* 8 p.m. ABC 1-0, 55-7 win over Southern University
Sept. 22 TULANE TBA TBA 0-1, 23-17 OT loss to Wake Forest
Sept. 29 at Penn State* TBA TBA  1-0, 45-38 OT win over Appalachian State
Oct. 6 INDIANA 3:30 OR 4 p.m. TBA 1-0, 38-28 win over Florida International
Oct. 13 MINNESOTA TBA TBA 1-0, 48-10 win over New Mexico State
Oct. 20 at Purdue* TBA TBA 0-1, 31-27 loss to Northwestern
Nov. 3 NEBRASKA TBA TBA 0-0, Week 1 game vs. Akron cancelled
Nov. 10 at Michigan State* TBA TBA 1-0, 38-31 win over Utah State
Nov. 17 at Maryland TBA TBA 1-0, 34-29 win over Texas
Nov. 24 MICHIGAN* Noon FOX 0-1, 24-17 loss at Notre Dame
Dec. 1 Big Ten Championship@ 8 p.m. FOX

* —2017-18 bowl team

# — at Arlington, Texas

@ - at Indianapolis

Dwayne Haskins for the starting job at Ohio
State. He transferred to LSU and beat out
a slew of QB talent, including sophomore
Myles Brennan and two other signal callers
who opted to transfer, and he was named the
starter for the Tigers in the week leading up
to their game against Miami (Fla.).

Playing against the Hurricanes on Sept. 2
at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, Burrow
made his first collegiate start for the Tigers.
The game was ongoing when BSB went to
press.

It was the first start of Burrow’s collegiate
career and the first game action for the
Athens, Ohio, native since receiving mop-up
duty in Ohio State’s 52-14 win over Illinois on
Nov. 18, 2017.

The Tigers are set to return to action Sept.
8 at home against Southeastern Louisiana.

Fickell Gets Win
In Rose Bowl

Former Ohio State defensive lineman and
assistant coach Luke Fickell experienced
plenty of success in his time in Columbus,
with some of his best moments coming in the
Rose Bowl.

On Sept. 1, he made another positive mem-
ory in perhaps the most iconic college football
stadium as the head coach for Cincinnati,
leading the Bearcats to a 26-17 victory over
UCLA, which calls the Rose Bowl home
during the regular season.

Coincidentally, 26-17 was the final score of
the last game Fickell appeared in at the Rose
Bowl, when Ohio State defeated Oregon in
the 2010 edition of the Rose Bowl while he
was an OSU assistant. Perhaps even more

coincidental is that the win came against Chip
Kelly, the former Ducks offensive-minded
head coach who is now at the helm of a
rebuilding UCLA program after a brief stint as
a head coach in the NFL with the Philadelphia
Eagles and San Francisco 49ers.

Barrett, Others Cut
From NFL Squads

The final week of the preseason in the
NFL preceded the first week of the regular
season in college football, and multiple for-
mer Buckeyes were cut from their respective
professional teams.

The list was led by former Buckeye quar-
terback J.T. Barrett, who was released by the
New Orleans Saints following a preseason in
which he saw limited game action behind the
likes of Drew Brees, Taysom Hill and Tom
Savage. In his final preseason game, Barrett
completed 3 of 6 passes for 18 yards and
an interception. His future with the Saints
was all but decided when New Orleans trad-
ed for New York Jets quarterback Teddy
Bridgewater just before the final preseason
game of the year. Barrett was later signed to
the Saints’ practice squad on Sept. 2, accord-
ing to a report from Nick Underhill of the
New Orleans Advocate.

Other Buckeyes who found themselves
looking for new NFL homes included line-
backer Chris Worley, who was waived by the
Cincinnati Bengals, and wide receiver DeVier
Posey, who was waived by the Baltimore
Ravens.

Former Ohio State quarterback turned

Continued On Page 6
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Continued From Page 5

wide receiver Braxton Miller was released by
the Houston Texans after two seasons with
the team, in which he totaled 34 receptions
for 261 yards and two scores. Miller had been
drafted by the Texans in the third round of
the 2016 NFL draft.

John Simon, a former Ohio State defensive
end converted to linebacker at the NFL level,
was released by the Indianapolis Colts after
two seasons with the team. In five NFL sea-
sons with three different teams (Baltimore,
Houston, Indianapolis), Simon has tallied 106
career tackles and 13 sacks.

A former national champion at Ohio State,
cornerback Doran Grant was released by
the Chicago Bears on Sept. 1, despite a solid
showing in four preseason games. Grant
collected a pair of interceptions in the presea-
son, including one returned for a touchdown
against the Buffalo Bills. Grant has bounced
around the league since being drafted by the
Pittsburgh Steelers in the fourth round of
the 2015 NFL draft. He has since made stops
in Buffalo, New York (Giants), Jacksonville
and Chicago, all as a member of the practice
squad or a preseason roster.

Tight end Marcus Baugh and safety
Damon Webb were released by the Oakland
Raiders and Tennessee Titans, respectively,
following the NFL preseason, after both went
undrafted in the 2018 draft. Baugh collected
just five catches for 19 yards in the preseason
with the Raiders while Webb, despite playing

for former Ohio State coaches Mike Vrabel
and Kerry Coombs in Tennessee, couldn’t
crack the final 53-man roster in Nashville.

On Sept. 2, former Buckeye quarterback
Cardale Jones was reportedly waived by the Los
Angeles Chargers, who he had been with since
last season. Jones was originally drafted by
Buffalo in the fourth round in 2016 before being
traded to the Chargers. He went 13 for 25 for
111 yards with one touchdown in the preseason.

B1G Releases
Future Schedules

The Big Ten conference announced the
league schedules for the 2022-25 seasons for
every program Aug. 29, with the conference
featuring one league game to open each
season.

In 2022, Ohio State is set to open the
season at home against Notre Dame on
Sept. 3 with an open week still left to be
determined for week two. On Sept. 17, the
Buckeyes are set to play host to Toledo before
opening conference play on Sept. 24 against
Michigan State in East Lansing. From there,
the Buckeyes will play Penn State on the road
(Oct. 1), Rutgers (Oct. 8), Iowa (Oct. 15) and
Indiana (Oct. 29) at home before traveling to
Northwestern on Nov. 5. The Buckeyes will
then host Wisconsin on Nov. 12 and travel
to Maryland on Nov. 19 before the annual
matchup with Michigan at home Nov. 26.

The following season, Ohio State will open
the season at Indiana on Sept. 2 before play-
ing three nonconference games, including a
road trip to South Bend for a rematch with
Notre Dame on Sept. 23. From there, the
Buckeyes will play host to Maryland (Oct. 7),
Penn State (Oct. 21), Michigan State (Nov.
11) and Minnesota (Nov. 18) while traveling
to Purdue (Oct. 14), Wisconsin (Oct. 28),
Rutgers (Nov. 4) and Michigan (Nov. 25).
Ohio State’s two nonconference games out-
side of the contest against Notre Dame have
yet to be announced.

In 2024, Ohio State’s lone nonconfer-
ence game that is scheduled comes against
Washington on the road Sept. 7. From there,
the Buckeyes will open Big Ten play with
a pair of home games against Illinois on
Sept. 28 and Rutgers on Oct. 5 before a road
game against Nebraska on Oct. 12. Ohio
State will play host to Wisconsin (Oct. 26),
Indiana (Nov. 16) and Michigan (Nov. 30)
while making road trips to Maryland (Nov.
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OFFICIAL BUCKEYE - Cornerback Sevyn Banks was one of 15 Ohio State
freshmen to lose their black helmet stripes before the season opener.

2), Penn State (Nov. 9) and Michigan State
(Nov. 23).

Finally, Ohio State’s 2025 schedule is
shaping up to be one of the most challenging
in program history.

The Buckeyes are set to open the season
Aug. 30 on the road at Texas. The follow-
ing week remains open. Ohio State is then

set to play host to Washington on Sept.
13 before opening conference play against
Indiana on the road Sept. 20. From there the
Buckeyes are set to play road contests against
TIowa (Sept. 27), Wisconsin (Oct. 11), Rutgers
(Oct. 25) and Michigan (Nov. 29) with home
games coming against Maryland (Oct. 4),
Northwestern (Nov. 1), Penn State (Nov. 15)
and Michigan State (Nov. 22).

The Big Ten title game is also set to be
held in Indianapolis at Lucas Oil Stadium, at
least through the 2025 season.

5 More Buckeyes
Shed Black Stripes

Prior to Ohio State’s blowout win over
Oregon State, five freshmen lost their black
stripes, officially making them Buckeyes in
the eyes of the coaching staff.

Defensive linemen Tyler Friday and
Javontae Jean-Baptiste joined cornerback
Sevyn Banks in shedding their black stripes
on Aug. 27 before linebacker K'Vaughan
Pope and cornerback Cameron Brown fol-
lowed suit on Aug. 29.

Fifteen Buckeyes from the 2018 recruiting
class have now lost their black stripes as the five
listed above joined cornerback Tyreke Johnson,
tight end Jeremy Ruckert, running back Master
Teague, defensive end Tyreke Smith, wide
receiver Chris Olave, running back Brian
Snead, defensive tackle Taron Vincent, line-
backer Teradja Mitchell, linebacker Dallas
Gant and defensive tackle Tommy Togiai.

Of the 15 who have lost their black stripes,
13 made appearances in the season opener,
with only Johnson and Banks not seeing
the field. Banks was seen on the sidelines
pregame with a brace on his left wrist/hand.
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Haskins’ 1st Start Is Most Prolific In OSU History

Continued From Page 1

half, Haskins, a sophomore from Potomac
(Md.) Bullis School, played the majority of
the first three quarters for Ohio State. Once
he left the field for good, he had already
wrapped up the most prolific starting debut
in program history.

Haskins finished the game with 22 com-
pletions on 30 attempts for 313 yards and five
touchdowns. He became the first first-time
starter ever to throw for more than 300 yards
at Ohio State, and his five scores were the
most in a starting debut as well.

“I's been an 11-year dream,” Haskins said.
“And I was thinking about that yesterday —
how far I came just to be here and just to have
this opportunity is a blessing. Just take a deep
breath and realize that it’s finally here but get
better and go on to the next week.”

In the victory, Haskins become the first
Ohio State quarterback to make his first
start in the season opener since Barrett
topped Navy to kick off the 2014 season —
which ended with a national title, for what
it's worth.

Against the Beavers, the Buckeyes punt-
ed just once, and that came in the second
quarter on a drive led by Martell. The only
possession led by Haskins that didn’t end
in a touchdown came in the third quarter
when, with Ohio State ahead 56-28, Haskins
was pressured on third-and-10 at the Oregon
State 19-yard line and he heaved a ball over
the middle in the direction of fifth-year
senior wide receiver Johnnie Dixon. The
pass went over Dixon’s head to be intercept-
ed by Shawn Wilson. Interestingly, Haskins
ended up forcing a fumble on the ensuing
return, but the ball was picked up by Oregon
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www.meatpackersoutlet.com
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State’s Kaleb Hayes, who returned it all the
way to the Ohio State 19.

After the game, Haskins accepted that he
made a poor decision there but praised the
offense overall.

“The first thing I would say is the inter-
ception. I should have thrown that away,”
he said. “I got hit by a tackle while throwing
the ball. Otherwise, great job by the offense
today. I'm really proud of everybody.”

Start to finish, Haskins’ performance was
as good as anyone could have hoped - and
likely better than most expected, at least out-
side the doors of the Woody Hayes Athletic
Center.

Within the program, though, players
such as fifth-year senior wide receiver Parris
Campbell - the team’s lead captain — already
knew what Haskins could do. They saw him
do it in practice all season a year ago, and
the world saw him perform in crunch time
against Michigan.

But Sept. 1 marked the change to a new
era at Ohio State — one with Haskins run-
ning the show. And what transpired is what

Campbell expected. It was what is expected
from every player on the roster.

“I think it was definitely what we expect-
ed,” Campbell said. “The standard on
the board here for every player is elite.
Obviously, he showed that today and he was
elite today. I think my biggest challenge for
him was just keep pushing, get better, week-
by-week get better and continue to perform.”

Fifth-year senior wide receiver Terry
McLaurin, another team captain, praised
Haskins’ poise in his starting debut in addi-
tion to his arm talent.

“There were some things back in the
spring where he was just young, trying to get
a hold on this offense, and he had some ups
and downs,” McLaurin said. “I came over
and talked to him before the game, and he
looked as locked in as I have seen him. He
didn’t flinch today. He was locked into the
game plan, and that is a credit to Coach Day.

“His (Haskins’) quick release, man, every
time I turn around the ball is there. That is
really good for me.”

All in all, Haskins looked about as far
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from Barrett as two quarterbacks can be.
While Barrett — perhaps the fiercest com-
petitor to play a down at Ohio State — sim-
ply made plays any way he could, Haskins
looked the part of a gunslinger, or a future
first-round pick in the NFL draft. Barrett was
a runner, willing to go head-to-head with a
linebacker. Haskins — while willing — proved
the quarterback run doesn’t need to be a part
of the offense at Ohio State. In fact, it might
be even better this way — it’s hard to argue
with 77 points against a Power-5 opponent,
even if the Beavers were 1-11 last season.

That said, if Haskins is called upon to
run, he can hold his own. He carried the ball
twice against Oregon State, going for 7 yards
and 17 yards on two scrambles. When the
defense does force him to pull the ball down,
Haskins knows what he plans to do.

“Make them pay,” he said. “Simple as that.”

The Coach

As Day noted, Sept. 1 marked many firsts
for him. More notable than anything, it was
his first game as a head coach at any level,
and it was Ohio State’s first game without
Urban Meyer since the Gator Bowl in 2011,
when Luke Fickell was still the interim head
coach after Jim Tressel stepped down.

At Ohio State, though, things mostly
looked the same. Day, who called plays and
coached from the sidelines rather than his
usual perch in the press box, never once
looked out of place. He had some trouble with
his whistle before the game — “the whistle, I
don’t know, they gave me a whistle, it didn’t
work” — but otherwise filled in seamlessly.

To Day’s credit, he was the head man
throughout fall camp as well. Meyer was
placed on administrative leave Aug. 1, and
his suspension began Aug. 22. That meant
he had all of preseason camp, plus two
weeks of game prep, to jell with the team
while awaiting Meyer’s return.

That showed against Oregon State, and it
helped Day and the Buckeyes avoid the nerves
that might be expected in such a situation.

“(I was) not nervous because there was a
quiet confidence about this team all along,”
Day said. “There’s a quiet confidence about
a lot of guys on our team.

“When you’re surrounded with players
and coaches that have your back and that
you know you've been through some stuff
with, you kind of feel good about it.”

Day noted that there were three aspects
of being head coach that he especially
enjoyed. One was the bed check the night
before the game. Then there was Skull
Session at St. John Arena. Then there was
the return to the field for the second half,
when many fans returned to the stands after
a long weather delay.

“Coming out before the game and seeing
the support and going through the line, and
just the support that I felt and this team felt
walking from the Skull Session to the stadi-
um was really, really cool,” he said. “And you
could feel it and it was emotional.”

Once the Buckeyes took the field, it was
clear to some extent that the offense had
Day’s fingerprints all over it. That would
likely have been the case even if Meyer had
been around, though. Day was promoted
to offensive coordinator in the offseason
and given a raise to $1 million, making him
the highest-paid offensive coach in program
history and second-highest paid assistant
overall (defensive coordinator Greg Schiano
is set to make $1.5 million in 2018).

That’s not to say things were the same
as they would be if Meyer were around,
though. Campbell noted that nobody is quite
like the Buckeyes’ actual head coach.

“I mean, I don’t think you can compare
anybody to Coach Meyer,” Campbell said. “I

think Coach Meyer is kind of a one-of-a-kind
coach. But I think what Coach Day brings is
great. He’s a juiced up guy; he loves pushing
tempo on offense, obviously. I mean, he just
gets us going.”

Campbell added that Day hasn’t acted
any different in the role of acting head coach
than he did as an assistant.

“Coach Day is just kind of a laid-back
guy,” Campbell explained. “He doesn’t yell
or do too much rah-rah stuff like that. I think
it was great. I think he managed being head
coach-offensive coordinator calling plays
very well. Obviously it’s a big task when you
have to do something like that, but I think he
managed it pretty well.”

Before long, though, Day will be back in
his normal role, and that Meyer guy will be
back on the sidelines. At least for practice,
that is.

The Other Coach

Since Meyer was placed on leave at the
beginning of the month, he has had very
little contact with Day, other coaches or the
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players. On Aug. 23, the day after his suspen-
sion was handed down, he was allowed in the
Woody Hayes Athletic Center to meet with
the players and coaches for about 45 min-
utes. His message that day was still focused
on the opener, Campbell said.

“Honestly, his main focus was just us
going out and being 1-0,” he said of Meyer.
“Obviously he wasn’t there, so he wanted
the team to be focused. He didn’t want to let
any of the distractions or what was going on
get in any of the players’ heads and getting
in our way. So his main focus was just us
being 1-0.”

The Akron native also noted that there
is a different vibe on the sidelines without
Meyer — not necessarily a bad vibe, just
different. Meyer, to be fair, is a multi-time
national champion, while Day now has a
grand total of one game as a head coach
under his belt.

“I think there’s a different pressure when
Coach Meyer is on the field, just because
of the high expectations that he holds,”
Campbell said. “I'm not saying that each
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and every coach doesn’t hold that exact
expectation, it’s just that Coach Meyer has a
different presence about him, has a different
vibe about him.”

When the game ended, Meyer’s suspen-
sion still had more than 24 hours on the
clock. He was set to be reinstated the follow-
ing Monday, Sept. 3, for the week, but his
suspension will be in place once again Sept.
8 when the Buckeyes host Rutgers. He'll be
held out of action again Sept. 15 when Ohio
State faces TCU in Arlington, Texas.

But, even though the coach will be miss-
ing a couple more games, Campbell expect-
ed Meyer’s return to the program to bring a
different energy.

“l think it’s going to be juiced up,”
Campbell said. “I think guys are going to
be excited to have him back around. I think
obviously he’s going to be excited to be back
around, so he might come in a little aggres-
sive, just because he hasn’t been around us
in a long time. He just wants to enjoy our
presence. So I think it will be fun. I think
everyone will be excited.”
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Ohio State’s offense dominated Oregon

route beating Pryor who was in man-to-

OHIO STATE VS. OREGON STATE

nent or someone who is better, those

Ohio State Defense Struggles In Blowout Win

State in the season opener Sept. 1 in
Columbus. However, the game wasn’t with-
out some shortcomings for the Buckeyes.
The Buckeye defense surrendered
three touchdowns of 49-yards or more
against Oregon State, including touch-
down runs of 80 and 78 yards in the second
half alone. Ohio State was gashed for 196
rushing yards, despite holding the Beavers
to minus-4 rushing yards in the first half.

GAME
NOIIEBOOK
JamesiGregal

Much of Oregon State’s second-half suc-
cess had to do with the fact that Nick Bosa
and Dre’Mont Jones, who dominated the
first half, were benched for the entire sec-
ond half due to Ohio State’s big lead, which
stood at 42-14 going into the locker rooms.

The most glaring position group for
Ohio State however, was the secondary.

With starting safety Jordan Fuller side-
lined with a hamstring injury, both Isaiah
Pryor and Jahsen Wint — who had been
battling for the starting job opposite Fuller
— got the start against the Beavers but
struggled early in the blowout victory.

On Oregon State’s second possession
of the game, backup quarterback Conor
Blount, who came on in relief of an injured
Jake Luton, completed a pass over the
middle to receiver Trevon Bradford for a
49-yard touchdown. Bradford beat Pryor
off the line of scrimmage before racing by
Wint up the Oregon State sideline for the
Beavers’ first touchdown of the game.

Just before halftime, Bradford found
the end zone again, this time on a corner

man coverage. By the time the two teams
headed to the locker room, Blount had
thrown for 169 yards and the two scores
without throwing an interception. Bradford
finished the game with six receptions for
104 yards in the loss, while Blount did not
play at all in the second half, giving way to
third-string signal caller Jack Colletto.

In addition to the safety struggles, soph-
omore cornerback Jeffrey Okudah was
whistled for a pair of pass interference
calls on the same drive in the first half,
although Oregon State ended up punting
later in the possession. He later lost a foot-
race up Ohio State’s sideline on Oregon
State’s first play of the second half, as run-
ning back Artavis Pierce scooted 80 yards
for a score, beating Okudah to the edge.

First-year Buckeye assistant Alex
Grinch, who coaches the safeties in addi-
tion to coordinating the defense, said after
the game that Ohio State’s week two oppo-
nent, Rutgers, likely won’t be intimidat-
ed by the Buckeye secondary when they
watch film in preparation for the Big Ten
opener.

“If you're a Rutgers football team, who
we play next week, and you watch Ohio
State’s defense at this point, I certainly
don’t think they’re intimidated to play us,”
Grinch said. “That’s got to change very
quickly.”

Bosa, who was on the field for just
two touchdowns allowed by the Buckeye
defense, added that he doesn’t imagine
defensive coordinator Greg Schiano will
be pleased either when Ohio State returns
to practice.

“All you can really think about is how
crazy Coach Schiano is going to be this
week in practice on the fundamental things
and getting those issues fixed,” Bosa said.
“Because when you play a Big Ten oppo-

things aren’t going to fly.”

The absence of Fuller, who participated
in team warmups and was dressed for the
game, was felt throughout the game in
both run and pass situations. The Beavers
accumulated 392 yards of offense, 196
each through the air and on the ground,
but Grinch said that Fuller’s absence
doesn’t excuse the big plays allowed by
the Buckeye defense.

“As you evaluate things, anytime you
have an explosive play, it's very easy to
earmark a specific position group,” Grinch
said. “Oftentimes it’s more of a collective
effort of 11 guys. Sometimes it is one guy,
absolutely. Sometimes it’s gap integrity,
sometimes it’s a missed tackle. In 2018,
with the offenses that you face, very rarely
do you have an opportunity to defend one
play on a single down. They can hand the
ball off, they can run as a quarterback and
there’s a pass option off of it.

“So when you do those things, there’s
not extra guys. Not every defense has —
who’s the extra? The guy that has that gap
needs to take that gap, the guy in a position
to make an open-field tackle needs to make
it,” he continued. “As best you can, you try
to layer yourself, but some things offenses
do, they kind of get you leveled out. Those
plays need to get corrected, and they need
to be corrected fast.”

Bosa Dominates
1st Half

Bosa didn’t need to play more than a
half of football to announce his presence as
one of the most dominant forces in college
football against the Beavers.

In one half of action, Bosa collected four
tackles, two sacks and two fumble recover-
ies, the second of which he fell on for Ohio
State’s sixth touchdown of the game after

SONNY BROCKWAY
DOMINANT DAY - Ohio State junior
defensive end Nick Bosa (97) had
two sacks and two fumble recoveries
in the first half against Oregon State.

Pete Werner stripped Blount near his own
goal line.

It was the first touchdown of Bosa’s
career, but he added he was more excited
about his two sacks than he was the first-
half score.

“It’s cool. I like to get sacks better,
but touchdowns are good too,” he said.
“Whenever somebody gets pushed back
that far, we expect to get points out of
it. I think the momentum swung in our
direction.”

The rest of the defensive line also dom-
inated the Oregon State offensive front. As
a team, the Buckeyes collected five sacks
and six tackles for loss.
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Dre’Mont Jones tallied a pair of first-
half sacks while Werner added the fifth
for the Buckeyes in the first 30 minutes.
Robert Landers added a tackle for loss in
the win, as the Ohio State defense played
more than 10 defensive linemen in the
blowout victory.

Weber Highlights
Rushing Attack

For the 15th straight game, J.K.
Dobbins got the start at running back for
Ohio State. However, it was Mike Weber
who stole the show offensively in the
Buckeye backfield.

Weber, who rotated offensive posses-
sions with Dobbins, notched eight carries
for 92 yards and a pair of rushing touch-
downs in the first half alone, adding a
third score on a touch-pass from Dwayne
Haskins to put Ohio State up 35-7.

Dobbins was the only scholarship run-
ning back who failed to find the end zone
against Oregon State, but he did earn 15
carries tallying 74 yards on the ground in
just more than a half of football.

Weber, who finished with a career-
high 186 yards on 20 carries and four
total touchdowns, said the split of carries
between him and Dobbins is exactly what
he envisioned when he decided to return
to Ohio State following the 2017 season.

“That is something that we talk about
and think about a lot,” Weber said. “It’s
the reason why I came back, because we
knew that we were going to split carries
but splitting carries is actually good on the
body for both of us. We are both going to
eat for the rest of the season, and I can’t
wait for that to happen.”

Despite not finding the end zone and
watching Weber steal the show, Dobbins
said he was happy for his backfield mate.

“Oh, it was great,” Dobbins said. “It’s
just great to see him doing that. I'm not a
selfish guy, so I'm excited for him.”

Once Weber and Dobbins were
removed from action, Brian Snead and
Master Teague got their first game action
as Buckeyes and combined to rush for 81
yards on 13 carries, each of the freshmen
finding the end zone once.

McLaurin Posts
Career Day

Often forgotten about despite being a
fifth-year senior captain, Terry McLaurin
posted his best game in his Ohio State
career against the Beavers.

The Indianapolis native grabbed four
passes for 121 yards and two touchdowns
against the Oregon State defense, scoring
the first touchdown of each half. His sec-
ond score, a 75-yard catch-and-run, came
on the first play of the second half follow-
ing a lightning delay.

McLaurin, recognized in front of the
team following the game, said he was
pleased with his performance and was
excited that he could contribute to the big
game from the offense, which punted just
once.

“The guys were kind of ragging on me
because they thought I was going to get
caught (on his long TD), but as a leader I
just want to come out and give energy to
our team,” he said. “I got called up in the
locker room, but I am not a ‘me’ guy. I just
want to do everything for this offense. Just
to be able to come out and play at a very
high level, you need that from a fifth-year
senior. To be able to do that for our offense
and get us off to the right start, that is all I
cared about today.”

McLaurin’s four receptions were third
most on the team, as K.J. Hill led all

OHIO STATE VS. OREGON STATE

Game Analysis

What Worked Well

The new offense. Night and day from the days of “J.T. left,
J.T. right” with former multiyear starter J.T. Barrett, sophomore
Dwayne Haskins had an as-advertised performance. In his
debut as Ohio State’s starting quarterback, he completed 22 of
his 30 passes (73.3 percent) for 313 yards and five touchdowns
against Oregon State. What truly stood out, though, was how the
Buckeyes operated an entirely different scheme. With just four
attempts for 28 yards between quarterbacks Haskins and redshirt
freshman Tate Martell, Ohio State’s offense approached the rush-
ing attack with a healthy dose of tailback handoffs for junior Mike
Weber and sophomore J.K. Dobbins. The two-headed monster
combined for 260 yards on 35 carries, with Weber accounting
for three rushing touchdowns. On the outside, the Buckeyes
spread the wealth to their receivers with 10 players — a running
back, two tight ends and seven wideouts — recording at least one
catch. From the balanced attack, Ohio State racked up 721 total
yards — 346 passing and 375 rushing — as the Buckeyes buried
the Beavers.

What Didn’t Work
The back seven. Because of Ohio State’s explosion on offense,
the Buckeyes’ problems on defense did not affect the final out-
come. Oregon State broke out for 392 total yards and 31 points
thanks to big-play touchdowns by Artavis Pierce, who ripped off
runs of 80 and 78 yards as he scampered for 168 yards on 11 car-

ries. Without junior safety Jordan Fuller, who was nursing a ham-
string injury, sophomores Jahsen Wint and Isaiah Pryor struggled
at times as the Beavers bounced Pierce’s runs. Earlier in the
game, they both got burned when Oregon State connected for its
first touchdown on a crossing pass from Conor Blount to Trevon
Bradford, who beat Pryor in coverage and zipped past Wint on the
way to a 49-yard catch-and-run. The linebackers — Pete Werner,
Baron Browning and Malik Harrison — were also at fault on some
of the runs. Ultimately, if not for how explosive and unstoppable
Ohio State was on offense, perhaps the Beavers could have made
things more interesting. In the future, against better teams, these
mistakes could come back to haunt the Buckeyes.

Play Of The Game
After Ohio State opened the game with a 21-7 first-quarter lead,

Weber’s second touchdown run truly sparked the blowout. As the
Buckeyes pushed their tempo on Oregon State and moved the
ball down the field and into Beaver territory, Haskins handed off
to Weber on a second-and-10 past midfield at the 49. Weber did
the rest when he turned a rush over the left tackle into a 49-yard
house call. Getting to the second level and bouncing to the out-
side, Weber raced for the end zone with a burst of breakaway
speed. The score put Ohio State in command of a 28-7 lead with
12:25 left in the second quarter, which eventually led to a com-
manding 42-14 advantage at halftime.

— Garrett Stepien

Buckeye receivers with six for 82 yards,
while Austin Mack hauled in five recep-
tions for 69 yards.

Martell Earns 1st
Playing Time

Highly touted Ohio State quarterback
Tate Martell saw his first game action as a
Buckeye in the blowout win over Oregon
State, stepping in briefly for Haskins in the
second quarter before playing the majority
of the fourth with the game in hand.

Martell carried the ball twice for 4 yards
and completed 3 of 4 passes for 33 yards
against the Beavers. Though the redshirt
freshman didn’t find the end zone in his
first snaps as a collegian, acting head coach
and quarterbacks coach Ryan Day said he
was encouraged with the reps Martell
received in the season opener, including
a read-option play when Martell pitched
the ball late to receiver C.J. Saunders, who
gained 8 yards after getting the ball.

“He can do some great things like that,”
Day said. “His quick, short-area quickness
is excellent. In that opportunity he has an
option to run it, give it, or actually pitch the
ball late or throw it.

“That’s what he did there. He’s a play-
maker. And so as the season goes on he’ll
have more and more opportunities to show
that.”

Inclement Weather
Delays 2nd Half

While the Ohio State marching band was
performing its ‘Queen’ themed halftime
show, the skies opened over Columbus,
dumping multiple inches of rain over the
stadium, accompanied by lightning strikes,
forcing a delay that lasted more than an
hour while the teams remained in the
locker room.

The delay was the third Ohio State
has experienced in as many seasons.
During the 2016 season, contests against
Tulsa (home) and Oklahoma (road) were
delayed due to lightning in the area. The
Buckeyes won both of those games and
cruised against Oregon State.

Borland said since the Buckeyes had
been in that situation before, there was no
panic from the players or coaches.

“It was just a sense of calming,” the line-
backer said. “We had been there before
at Oklahoma two years ago and Tulsa. It
wasn’t unfamiliar territory for us.”

Parris Campbell added that there was
a sense of anxiety, but that faded once
Ohio State opened the second half with
McLaurin’s long TD catch.

“I think honestly we were fine.” he said.
“Obviously, guys were anxious to get back
out there, get back on the field. No one
likes to play and kind of sit around, get
tight, get tense. But I think we handled it
very well. Obviously, we came out first play
of the drive and we have a touchdown from
Terry. So I think we handled it well.”
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OHIO STATE VS. OREGON STATE

Buckeyes Post 77 In Season- Openmg Victory

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The 129th season of Ohio State football
opened Sept. 1 like no other in its storied his-
tory in one major regard, but the result was
the same as the past 19 season openers when
No. 5 Ohio State defeated Oregon State 77-31
at Ohio Stadium.

Ohio State owns the longest current win-
ning streak in openers and has also won 31
consecutive season-opening games at home.

That’s where the familiarity ends.

While there have been many instances
when the Buckeyes had to replace star
players, such as this season with sophomore
quarterback Dwayne Haskins having the
unenviable task of taking over for multi-re-
cord holder J.T. Barrett, there hasn’t been a
scenario where the head coach was suspend-
ed for the first three games.

After an offseason of uncertainty concern-
ing the performance on the field and a scan-
dal that rocked the athletic department, the
Buckeyes steamrolled the Beavers behind
five touchdown passes by Haskins and four
scores, three of them rushing, from junior
back Mike Weber.

Head coach Urban Meyer was not pres-
ent for the victory. He was issued the sus-
pension Aug. 22 for his handling of former
wide receivers coach Zach Smith, who had
been fired a month earlier after allegations
of domestic violence against his ex-wife were
publicly revealed.

Offensive  coordinator/quarterbacks
coach Ryan Day was the acting head coach.
He was pleased the Buckeyes jumped to a
42-14 halftime lead.

“I'm really proud of the way the guys
came out today,” said Day, who won his first
game as a head coach at any level . “We talk-
ed about starting fast in this game. We talked
about how we wanted to start fast, play fast. I
thought we did that in the first half.”

Haskins was 22 for 30 for 313 yards and a
third-quarter interception. The yardage and
TDs are the most by a Buckeye QB in his
first start.

“It’s a lot of work put in to get here, to
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BREAKAWAY - Fifth-year senior wide receiver Terry McLaurin had four catch-
es for 121 yards and two touchdowns in Ohio State’s 77-31 win.

get to this moment,” Haskins said. “It feels
good to have my coaches, my teammates
rely on me.”

Weber rushed for 186 yards on 20 carries
with three TDs plus a touchdown catch.

Ohio State had 375 of its 721 total yards
on the ground. The amount is second all-
time in OSU history to the 776 total yards vs.
Bowling Green in 2016.

Oregon State running back Artavis Pierce
had 158 of his 168 yards on TD runs of 80 and
78 yards in the third quarter. Quarterback
Conor Blount was 12 for 19 for 169 yards and
two touchdowns.

How It Happened
Ohio State wasted little time getting on
the board following a fumble by Beavers

quarterback Jake Luton on their first
series.

Junior defensive end Nick Bosa recovered
at the Ohio State 43, and the Buckeyes —
aided by a 15yard penalty for grabbing the
face mask — used five plays and 1:13 to go the
57 yards. Haskins found senior receiver Terry
McLaurin across the middle for 27 yards
to the 6 and, after a short run by Dobbins,
connected with him again for a 2-yard scoring
strike with 11:17 left in the first quarter.

“I'm just glad we won and I was able to
give some confidence to Dwayne early and
get off to a fast start,” McLaurin said.

Oregon State responded even quicker,
scoring on its third play after starting at the
Beaver 25. Quarterback Conor Blount on his
first drive passed 26 yards to Pierce then hit
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Trevon Bradford on a slant. Bradford then
ran unimpeded for a 49-yard TD to make it
7-7 at the 10:35 mark.

Weber replaced sophomore J.K. Dobbins
when the Buckeyes got the ball back, and
he had runs of 11 and 16 yards among four
carries, the latter for a 14-7 lead with 8:20 to
go in the opening stanza.

By the time the Buckeyes had a 21-7
lead with 3:41 left in the first, Haskins had
completed 10 of 11 passes for 114 yards.
On the third scoring drive, he completed an
eight-play, 75-yard march with a roll to the
right and a toss to junior tight end Rashod
Berry for his second TD pass. Haskins also
had a 27-yard completion to junior K.J. Hill to
start the drive.

Oregon State failed to take advantage of a
fumbled punt return by junior C.J. Saunders
that was recovered by Kee Whetzel at the
Ohio State 24. The Beavers had to settle
for a 43-yard field-goal attempt by Jordan
Choukair that he missed.

The Buckeyes made the Beavers pay on
their next possession when Weber emphati-
cally finished a 75-yard drive with a 49-yard
TD run with 12:25 left in the second quarter
to make it 28-7.

Ohio State redshirt freshman QB Tate
Martell made his debut with 10:51 left in
the second quarter. After he ran for no gain
and Dobbins went for 2 yards, Haskins
returned on third down and passed 18
yards to Hill and later threw 20 yards to
junior Austin Mack, his third completion
of 20 or more yards, to put the ball at the
Oregon State 8.

Three plays later from the 3, Weber and
Dobbins were in the backfield together.
Haskins made a touch pass to Weber, who
went around the right end, and Haskins had
his third TD pass to give the Buckeyes a
35-7 lead.

The Buckeyes increased the margin to
42-7 with 4:30 remaining before halftime
thanks to a 65-yard punt by sophomore Drue
Chrisman that put the ball on the Oregon
State 3. On second-and-7 from the 6, junior
defensive tackle Dre’Mont Jones and sopho-
more linebacker Pete Werner converged on
Blount. He fumbled, then Bosa pounced on
it at the 1 and fell into the end zone to make
it 42-7. Bosa had two sacks and two fumble
recoveries in the first half.

“It's always the best feeling when you're
not being covered on a blitz,” Werner said.

Worth The Wait

After a 72-minute weather delay at half-
time, the game got crazy. The Buckeyes
started at their 25, and on the first play.
McLaurin took a reception at his own 33 and
went the distance for a 49-14 lead.

Oregon State began the ensuing series at
the 20, and Artavis Pierce took the handoff
on the first snap and ran 80 yards for the
score to complete a stretch of two TDs in 19
seconds.

Back came the Buckeyes as fifth-year
senior Parris Campbell had an 8yard TD
catch before Pierce shredded the defense
for 78yard TD to make it 56-28. Following
a Haskins interception, the Beavers closed
the gap to 56-31 on a 23-yard field goal by
Choukair with 5:25 left in the third quarter.

Weber made it 63-31 by running in from
4 yards with 14:25 left in the game. Brian
Snead had a 2-yard TD run for the Buckeyes
with 9:26 left, and fellow true freshman
Master Teague had a 33-yard scoring run
with 3:50 to go when Day opted to go for it
on fourth-and-1.
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 77, Oregon State 31

Sept. 1, 2018 - Ohio Stadium; Columbus, Ohio

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
Oregon State 7 7 17 0 - 31
Ohio State 21 21 14 21 - 77

First Quarter

OHIO STATE — Mclaurin, 2 yard pass from Haskins (Nuernberger kick), 11:17; 5 plays, 57 yards,
1:13 TOP.

OREGON STATE — Bradford, 49 yard pass from Blount (Choukair kick), 10:35; 3 plays, 75 yards,
0:42 TOP.

OHIO STATE — Weber, 16 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 8:20; 8 plays, 65 yards, 2:15 TOP.

OHIO STATE - Berry, 6 yard pass from Haskins (Nuernberger kick), 3:41; 8 plays, 75 yards, 2:04 TOP.
Second Quarter

OHIO STATE - Weber, 49 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 12:25; 6 plays, 75 yards, 1:56 TOP.

OHIO STATE — Weber, 3 yard pass from Haskins (Nuernberger kick), 7:58; 10 plays, 59 yards, 2:53
TOP.

OHIO STATE - Bosa, 0 yard fumble return (Nuernberger kick), 4:30.

OREGON STATE - Bradford, 7 yard pass from Blount (Choukair kick), 0:19; 11 plays, 75 yards, 4:11
TOP.
Third Quarter

OHIO STATE — Mclaurin, 75 yard pass from Haskins (Nuernberger kick), 14:45; 1 play, 75 yards,
0:15 TOP.

OREGON STATE — Pierce, 80 yard run (Choukair kick), 14:26; 1 play, 80 yards, 0:14 TOP.

OHIO STATE — Campbell, 8 yard pass from Haskins (Nuernberger kick), 11:55; 10 plays, 75 yards,
2:31 TOP.

OREGON STATE — Pierce, 78 yard run (Choukair kick), 11:06; 2 plays, 76 yards, 0:42 TOP.

OREGON STATE — Choukair, 23 yard field goal, 5:25; 6 plays, 14 yards, 1:51 TOP.
Fourth Quarter

OHIO STATE - Weber, 4 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 14:25; 11 plays, 79 yards, 5:54 TOP.

OHIO STATE - Snead, 2 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 9:26; 8 plays, 46 yards, 3:06 TOP.

OHIO STATE - Teague, 33 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 3:50; 7 plays, 71 yards, 3:35 TOP.
Att. — 102,169.
Weather - 84 degrees, cloudy/rain (72-minute weather delay at halftime); wind, W 9 mph.

Team Statistics
OREGON STATE OHIO STATE

First Downs 15 35
Rushing 6 18
Passing 7 14
Penalty 2 3
Rushing-Yards 39-196 53-375
Passing Yards 196 346
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 14-24-0 25-34-1
Offensive Plays 63 87
Total Net Yards 392 721
Third Down Efficiency 6-16 12-15
Fourth Down Efficiency 0-0 1-1
Punts-Avg. 6-40.7 1-65.0
Fumbles-Lost 5-2 1-1
Penalties 5-49 6-50
Time of Possession 28:44 31:16

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) - OREGON STATE: Pierce 11-168; Jefferson 8-47; Bradford 3-23; Colletto
4-14; Baylor 2-7; Rogers 2-2; Luton 1-(-5); TEAM 2-(-17); Blount 6-(-43). OHIO STATE: Weber 20-186;
Dobbins 15-74; Teague 6-56; Snead 7-25; Haskins 2-24; Saunders 0-8; Martell 2-4; TEAM 1-(-2).

PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) — OREGON STATE: Blount 12-19-0-169-2; Colletto 1-4-0-2-0;
Luton 1-1-0-25-0. OHIO STATE: Haskins 22-30-1-313-5; Martell 3-4-0-33-0.

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) — OREGON STATE: Bradford 6-104; Pierce 3-41; Hodgins 2-40; Hernandez
2-6; Jefferson 1-5. OHIO STATE: Hill 6-82; Mack 5-69; Mclaurin 4-121; Campbell 4-22; Harris 1-15;
Ruckert 1-13; Dixon 1-10; Berry 1-6; Olave 1-5; Weber 1-3.

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — OREGON STATE: Rodriguez 6-40.7-51. OHIO STATE: Chrisman 1-65.0-
65.

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OREGON STATE: None. OHIO STATE: McCall 1-26; Saunders 2-5.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OREGON STATE: Flemings 3-49. OHIO STATE: McCall 1-21.

MISSED FIELD GOALS (Yds.) - OREGON STATE: Choukair 43. OHIO STATE: None.

FORCED FUMBLES — OREGON STATE: None. OHIO STATE: Werner, Haskins.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) - OREGON STATE: TEAM 1-0. OHIO STATE: Bosa 2-0.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) - OREGON STATE: Wilson 1-33; Hayes 0-46. OHIO STATE: None.

SACKS (No.-Yds.) — OREGON STATE: None. OHIO STATE: Bosa 2.0-21; D. Jones 2.0-16; Werner
1.0-6.

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) - OREGON STATE: Rashed Jr. 1.0-4. OHIO STATE: Bosa 2.0-21; D.
Jones 2.0-16; Werner 1.0-6; Landers 1.0-5.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) - OREGON STATE: Williams 7-1-8; Moore 5-3-8; Smith 4-3-7; Willis 3-4-
7; Taumoelau 4-1-5; Tufaga 4-1-5; Wilson 4-1-5; Vakameilalo 2-3-5; Whetzel 2-3-5; Hughes-Murray 2-2-4;
Rashed Jr. 2-1-3; Hayes 1-2-3; Manning Jr. 1-2-3; Hodgins 2-0-2; Kelsey 2-0-2; Grant 2-0-2; Williams 1-1-2;
Kell 1-1-2; Fifita 0-2-2; Aydon 0-2-2; Tago 0-1-1; Soesman 0-1-1; McCartan 0-1-1. OHIO STATE: Wint
5-0-5; Werner 4-1-5; Sheffield 4-0-4; Bosa 2-2-4; Browning 1-3-4; Hilliard 3-0-3; D. Jones 3-0-3; Togiai
2-1-3; Harrison 2-1-3; Booker 1-2-3; Wade 1-2-3; Okudah 2-0-2; Arnette 1-1-2; Cornell 1-1-2; Young
1-1-2; Vincent 1-1-2; Pryor 0-2-2; White 0-2-2; Haskins 1-0-1; Prince 1-0-1; Friday 1-0-1; Landers 1-0-1;
Jackson 0-1-1; Smith 0-1-1; TEAM 0-1-1; Olave 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — OREGON STATE: Offense, Luton, Bradford, Hodgins, Hernandez, Pierce,
Houston, Lavaka, Moore, Brandel, Demogerontas, Quitoriano, Choukair. Defense, Wilson, Williams, Rashed
Jr., Hayes, Willis, Moore, Tufaga, Hughes-Murray, Fifita, Hodgins, Vakameilalo, Rodriguez. Reserves, Allen,
Blount, Colletto, Rogers, Delp, Kelsey, Montibon, Tago, Whetzel, Manning Jr., Flemings, McCartan, Short,
Baylor, Robinson, Jefferson, Watson, Grant, Kell, Bush, Smith, Taumoelau, Soesman, Mengis, Andrson,
Cordasco, Smith, Bodden, Bramscher, Williams, Aydon. OHIO STATE: Offense, Munford, Pridgeon, Jordan,
Knox, Prince, Farrell, Haskins, Dobbins, Campbell, Mack, McLaurin, Nuernberger. Defense, Bosa, Landers,
D. Jones, Cooper, Harrison, Browning, Werner, Sheffield, Arnette, Wint, Pryor, Chrisman. Reserves, Martell,
Dixon, Smith, Okudah, Hill, Proctor, Gant, White, Young, Brown, Williamson, Davis, Vincent, Snead,
Mitchell, Cornell, Victor, Riep, Harris, K. Jones, Olave, Wade, Weber, McCall, Borland, Teague, Pope,
Jean-Baptiste, Hilliard, McCullough, Booker, Hamilton, Friday, Cox, Alabi, Woidke, Donald, Myers, Togiai,
Petit-Frere, Taylor, Saunders, Ruckert, Berry, Jackson, Chrisman, Haubeil, Cage.

INTRODUCING

DONATOS

AS A PREFERRED CATERING PARTNER OF

Hm’s“m BUCKEYE PARK
\:/g by TAILGATE CLUB

Ready to book? Call 614-460-2806 or
visit our website at
www.0hioStateBuckeyes.com/TailgateClub

DONATOS® | il
A 4

OFFICIAL P1ZZA SPONSOR OF OHI0 STATE ATHLETICS.

www.BuckeyeSports.com

Sept. 8 2018 BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN « 13



OHIO STATE VS. OREGON STATE

Ohio State Position Battles Clear Up In Opener

By TIM MOODY
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Heading into fall camp, Ohio State had
open position battles throughout the offense
and defense.

On offense, quarterback Dwayne Haskins
had already locked up the job

guard Malcolm Pridgeon, center Michael
Jordan, right guard Demetrius Knox and
right tackle Isaiah Prince — before the opener.
There was a question about who would start
at left tackle, though, with sophomore Thayer
Munford struggling with some minor injury
issues in fall camp. Heading into the game,
Munford was listed as a co-starter with junior
Joshua Alabi.

during spring practice, but ques-
tions remained regarding who
would be blocking for him and
who would be starting at tight
end. On the defensive side, there
were lingering questions at safety
and linebacker, while the rota- [ *
tions along the defensive front
and at cornerback were up in the
air as well.

The Buckeyes announced a
few starters before the season
opener — most notably the major-
ity of the offensive line — while leaving a few
spots up in the air for the matchup against
Oregon State.

When the Buckeyes took the field for what
ended up being a 77-31 blowout win, the depth
chart picture became clearer. What follows is
a breakdown of how the starting lineup shook
out in Ohio State’s season opener.

The Offense

For the most part, Ohio State’s offensive
lineup was already set heading into the game.
The main position battle left over this fall was
along the offensive front, where acting head
coach Ryan Day named four starters — left

Thayer Munford

When the firstteam offense
took the field against the Beavers,
though, it was Munford protect-
ing Haskins’ blind side, and he
played with the first-team offense
whenever the top lineup was in
the game. The line, which fea-
tured two first-time starters and
\ one player — Jordan — making his

B first start at a new spot along the
line, did not allow a sack.

Alabi ended up as the sec-
ond-team left tackle as the back-
ups on both sides of the ball saw plenty of
action. Along with Alabi, fifth-year senior
Brady Taylor (LG), redshirt freshman Josh
Myers (C), redshirt freshman Wyatt Davis
(RG) and freshman Nicholas Petit-Frere (RT)
rounded out the second-team line.

At tight end, sophomore Luke Farrell got
the start while he rotated regularly with junior
Rashod Berry. Freshman Jeremy Ruckert got
in the game as well, catching one pass for 13
yards. Berry had a 6-yard touchdown recep-
tion while Farrell didn’t record a catch.

At running back, co-starters J.K. Dobbins
and Mike Weber each got their fair share of
touches. Weber finished with 20 carries for
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Alumni Association

GUIDE YOUR CAREER

3,200+

active employers working with

Alumni Career Connection ready to network

soinone ot 121

Regional Clubs

Connect with one of 48

4,500+

AlumniFire members

Societies supporting your interests

The Buckeye Network reaches 9,000+

active members on LinkedIn

Attend special events—1 68

hosted in FY16

TRAVEL THE WORLD

Join one of 30+ trips with Alumni Tours g

GET SOCIAL

Follow along to stay up to date with The Ohio State University Alumni Association

ﬂ 32,515 Likes

a 34,300 Followers

0 540,000+ alumni across the globe $

186 yards and three scores while adding a
3-yard touchdown catch. Dobbins had 15 car-
ries for 74 yards while freshmen Brian Snead
and Master Teague both added fourth-quar-
ter scores.

The Defense

As many expected, Ohio State got a domi-
nant performance from the defensive line, led
by junior defensive end Nick Bosa and junior
defensive tackle Dre’Mont Jones. They were
joined in the starting lineup by junior end
Jonathon Cooper, who rotated heavily with
sophomore Chase Young, and junior tackle
Robert Landers.

On the outside, Bosa, Cooper and Young
got most of the firstteam reps, while junior
Jashon Cornell got in the game as well.
Notably, freshman defensive end Tyreke
Smith saw action early with the

Werner were named starters at linebacker,
and that’s what transpired against Oregon
State. There was some question as to how
much sophomore middle linebacker Tuf
Borland would play — or if he would play —
after he suffered an Achilles injury in the
spring. Borland ended up rotating with the
first-team defense, while Browning got most
of the reps in the middle.

At cornerback, Damon Arnette and
Kendall Sheffield got the start as expected,
and sophomore Jeffrey Okudah was heavily
involved in the rotation as well. When the
second-team defense took the field, redshirt
freshman Shaun Wade, sophomore Marcus
Williamson and freshman Cameron Brown
got the most action at corner.

Perhaps the biggest question for the
defense heading into the game came at safety,
where Jordan Fuller was guaran-

first-team offense in the Rushmen |
package in some passing situa-
tions. Freshman defensive end
Tyler Friday rotated with the |&
first- and second-team defenses |#
as well.

At tackle, Jones and Landers
were the clear first-teamers, but
sophomore Haskell Garrett, F
junior Davon Hamilton and fresh- e
men Taron Vincent and Tommy
Togiai were involved as well.
Sophomore Antwuan Jackson and
redshirt freshman Jerron Cage rotated with
the second-team unit.

Before the opener, junior Malik Harrison
and sophomores Baron Browning and Pete

Isaiah Pryor

| teed a starting spot, but sopho-
mores Isaiah Pryor and Jahsen
Wint were battling to replace
Damon Webb at free safety. The
question became even bigger,
though, when Fuller was ruled
out for the game with a ham-
string issue, meaning both Pryor
and Wint got the start.
Sophomores Amir Riep and
Brendon White rotated in on the
back end of the defense when the
second-teamers took the field.

A full projected depth chart for the week-
two matchup with Rutgers can be found on
page 25.
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OHIO STATE VS. OREGON STATE

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 77, Oregon State 31

Ohio State sophomore quarterback Dwayne
Haskins when asked if there was any doubt in his
mind that he would be where he is today when he
was competing with Joe Burrow to be the starter:
“(There was) no doubt in my mind. It wasn’t even neces-
sarily about Joe or any other quarterbacks, just knowing
that | put the work in to be here and one day it would pay
off. And it did.”

Haskins when asked if he feels pres-

team'’s ability to push the pace: “We have a lot of
depth at receiver. So we're able to play multiple receivers
and stay fresh, which | think you could see. Our offensive
line is in tremendous shape.”

Day on some of the top performers against
Oregon State: “We brought three guys up in the locker
room. (Mike Weber) was one of them. Malcolm Pridgeon
was another one. And Terry McLaurin was the third. And
those three guys have arguably been three of

sure stepping in for J.T. Barrett: "Not at all.
J.T. had a remarkable career, and my goal is
just to do the same thing.”

Ohio State junior defensive end Nick
Bosa on if he feels pressure from the
expectations on him: “Definitely a lot of
pressure but when you can just go out and
have fun like | did today and enjoy who you're
doing it with, that is what really matters.
When you feel that pressure, you just have to
remember what's important.”

Ohio State fifth-year senior receiver

Terry McLaurin on the team’s depth at wideout:
“There is no excuse not to be in and give 100 percent
because you know you have a guy that’s just as good that
is right behind you coming in. Everybody on the outside
might not understand the reasoning behind it, but it
makes a big difference for us because when we go tempo
like we did today, you can start getting the defense tired
when you have a fresh wideout coming in that can run
just as fast and run just as good of routes. | think it's a
strength of ours.”

Ohio State acting head coach Ryan Day on the

Terry McLaurin

the best practice players we have. And they
had really big days for us today. So that was
great.”

Day on scoring 77 points against
Oregon State: “Well, | thought that we
played with tempo today. And we were
aggressive. | thought we stretched the field
horizontally and we stretched it vertically,
which is the goal. But | thought the tempo was
really good.”

Day when asked if he proved anything
to himself: “Again, | don't think | proved
anything to myself. It was just one of those things where
you've got to jump into the pool with two feet, just do
it. And it was like standing in the tunnel and looking up
at Ohio State and the Horseshoe, about to run out with
the team and | looked over at (graduate assistant) Quinn
(Tempel), and I'm like, ‘We really doing this?’ He said yeah.
And | had a smile on my face and ran out. But, again,
when you have those guys behind you and this coaching
staff behind you, that's what it is.”

Day on being the interim head coach: “I've said this
before. My job is not to replace Coach (Urban) Meyer. My

job is to just keep this place until he gets back, and | never
wanted to replace him. | just want to keep this thing going
in the right direction.”

Ohio State co-defensive coordinator and safeties
coach Alex Grinch on whether he was upset with the
defensive performance or enjoying the win: “You
make sure you enjoy wins. It's hard. And obviously the
scoreboard went a certain way today and you can allow
yourself to get a little bit naive to that. But there’s a much
higher expectation than what we played today, and | think
every member of the staff would say that. | think every
player would say that. But we’re not in the business of
making excuses, and we've got to come up with solutions.
Again, regardless if a young guy made a mistake, OK he's
not a young guy anymore. You're playing at Ohio State.
We play a lot of young guys. We've obviously got to get
some things corrected.”

Ohio State fifth-year senior receiver Parris
Campbell on whether the performance was the
vision for the offense at its best: “| think no matter
who we play, we always want to execute. As long as we're
in the game, starters are in the game, | think the goal is to
score as much as we can. And that’s not disrespect to any
other teams, it's just we want to be clicking on all cylinders
at all times, so | think that’s always the goal.”

Campbell on what he ate during the long weath-
er delay: “lI had a ham sandwich, Rice Krispie Treat,
Gatorades. | was snacking. | was chilling.”

Oregon State head coach Jonathon Smith on the
loss to Ohio State: “Obviously, that's a good football
team we were playing. But there’s some things we can
control and improve on in that game.”
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OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

BSB Subscribers React To Suspension, Reports

By GARRETT STEPIEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

As the Urban Meyer saga swirled through-
out the past month and change, Buckeye fans
have had their fair share of strong opinions
regarding how Ohio State has handled its
head foothall coach and how the media has
reported the corresponding developments.

Meyer returned Sept. 3 to the OSU foot-
ball team for practices, but he remains sus-
pended without pay for the next two games
— Sept. 8 vs. Rutgers and Sept. 15 vs. TCU
— after the university’s independent investi-
gation determined that he mishandled the
employment of former wide receivers coach
Zach Smith.

Similar to how BSB curated columns
from local and national media on Meyer’s
suspension in the previous print issue, we
asked our subscribers for their opinions on
the resolution of the Meyer saga and the
representation Meyer and Ohio State have
received in the media.

Steve Dalbey in Austin, Texas: “I
thought it was extraordinarily well done. I
really did. I just felt they went to extraor-
dinary measures to be fair to Urban, to the
school, to the alumni. I just felt we were
extraordinarily represented. But I was really
unhappy with the way Urban was treated
within the press, pretty much everywhere.

“At the same time, I just felt that he’s such
a great coach and such a great ambassador
for the school. He’s normally so extraordi-
narily well prepared for things that I think
there was a blind spot that he developed over
time, and that blind spot was an Earle Bruce
blind spot. He protected Zach far beyond
where he should have protected Zach, and
that was due to his loyalty, his dedication to
his mentor. It was just sad in that respect.
I think the press took advantage of that.
Anytime you can take someone who is just
a leader and denigrate that person, it’s eas-
ier to do that, and I just felt like ESPN and
ESPN’s coverage was very one-sided and
very unfair.

HAPPY HOUR 3-8pm Mon-Fri

“But at the same time, I think Urban kind
of screwed up in his press conference that
he and the university held. I don’t think he
showed the proper humility. I think he came
off as being unjustly treated and certainly
didn’t show the humility that he should have
shown to Courtney (Smith). It just was one of
those things where, by looking at it from afar,
I just think he felt he was unjustly treated to
begin with, unfairly treated to begin with.

“I don’t know what his relationship right
now is with Gene Smith. Whether or not it’s
been damaged, I don’t know what his rela-
tionship is with the president of the univer-
sity and obviously there are things going on
that we’re not aware of, but I'm still an Urban
champ. I think he’s an extraordinary leader
of men, and he’s certainly done well by our
university. I can cut him some slack on this
because, primarily, I think it was a blind spot
and everything he did was out of love for his
mentor, for Earle Bruce. Zach was cut way,
way too much slack. As I say, I just think he
had developed a blind spot there that’s not
typically Urban.”

William Saunders in Toledo: “I still
think he’s a good coach. Somebody lied and
a lot of people think he should be fired and
whatever. I don’t know. I do believe in sec-
ond chances. As I look at when they got rid
of Jim Tressel, it was less than what (Meyer)
did. Jim Tressel didn’t do anything and he
lost his job. Then the NCAA banned him for
four years. I just wondered, maybe (Meyer
didn’t get fired) because Meyer’s a good
coach but Tressel was a good coach too.

“I've got mixed feelings, but I'm glad he
didn’t lose his job because everybody needs
a second chance. I had a couple in my life.
‘When you get them, you've got to take advan-
tage of them. But if he gets caught again
doing something, he’ll probably be gone.

“I think he’s a decent person and decent
human being. I thought Tressel was too. I
think Tressel got hit hard although he didn’t
do anything wrong. He didn’t do anything
like lie or cover something up or anything.
All he was doing was he didn’t report it and
then he lost his job. I thought that was kind
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of hard. Then he got suspended for four
years and couldn’t coach. A lot of coaches
get to lose their job and take another one
the next year or the same year. I dont
understand that sometimes. I don’t know
who does that.

“Media, they're doing their jobs but
sometimes I think they add more to it to fit
their narrative. They talk about people and
they might bring something up that’s not
even true and hurt the person. They do that.
They do that a lot.”

Edward Arbaugh in Zanesville, Ohio:
“First of all, it seems to me like, in today’s
society, everybody’s got to blame somebody
else for their troubles. Like with Courtney
Smith, it was somebody else’s fault. That
didn’t seem right to me for some reason. But
as far as his suspension, I really don’t have an
opinion on it. It is what it is and we have to get
past it. I did read an article in USA Today by
Dan Wolken that ripped Ohio State. I tried to
email his boss, a woman named Wadsworth,
and said, ‘Has this guy ever made a racial
slur? Has he ever made a homophobic com-
ment? Has he ever been charged with a crime
or arrested for a crime? If so, you've got to
investigate and fire him.” I guess I didn’t see
it, but on ESPN, they’ve been ripping Meyer.
But hey, that’s what they’re getting paid for,
right? I guess that’s all they can do.

“He’s back (Sept. 3) coaching but can’t
coach in the games. Police investigated the
thing (between Zach and Courtney Smith)
like, what, nine times? And they didn’t arrest
anyone. So with that all the other stuff, if
that’s the case where they’re going to sus-
pend Urban, they ought to do something
to the president of the university too. It's
like when Jim Tressel got fired. The athletic
director (Gene Smith) had to have heard
something was going on. You're telling me
he had no idea that was happening?”

Steve Graham in Plain City, Ohio:
“My two cents is his inability to remove
Zach Smith for the other reasons is really
why he deserved to get punished. I think,
frankly, the suspension — it was about right.
But what is particularly annoying is I don’t

know how Ohio State is supposed to inves-
tigate beyond what the Powell police does.
If the Powell police says there was nothing
chargeable that took place up there, how
is Urban Meyer or anybody else supposed
to take that any further? That was the part
of the so-called punishment that I thought
was unfair. ‘They should have done more.’
How could they have done more? When did
the athletic department become a jury and
a prosecutor and make decisions about if
somebody’s charged or not?

“There’s plenty of reasons to get rid of
(Zach Smith) long before they did. For that,
I don’t have a problem with the punishment.
I do have a problem with the punishment
for allegations. Who knows what happened?
There were probably some things happening,
but it sounds like there was bad behavior on
both sides. Who knows? Nobody knows. But
the fact that the Powell police chose to not
pursue things, that’s it. The other stuff, that’s
different. So that’s where I stand on it.

“Has he gotten beaten up? Well, every-
body jumps to the conclusion that if there’s
allegations, there had to have been some-
thing. If law enforcement said there wasn’t
anything there, then what’s Ohio State sup-
posed to do further? I don’t get it. The next
morning after the press conference, I turned
it on ESPN and the first person I saw was
Jalen Rose. That’s Mr. Money Bags himself.
And he’s criticizing this situation when he
was taking money to play basketball at
Michigan? Give me a break.”

Joanne H. (requested anonymity) in
Port Clinton, Ohio: “I think the media
coverage, particularly the national media
coverage, has been very unfair. I don’t think
I need to say anything more than that. It’s
been almost volatile. And as far as the sus-
pension, 'm not surprised. I don’t think they
should have done it, but I'm not surprised
it was done. I'm grateful he wasn't fired.
Knowing Urban Meyer, he just seems like
such an honorable, loyal and loving person
that I think because of Earle Bruce, he kept
Zach Smith on a lot longer than he might
have (if Smith were anyone else). And that’s
what I think.”
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OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

Borland Lives Up To Name In Return From Injury

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Some names just fit.

If you're the fastest man on the planet,
Usain Bolt is befitting the world record hold-
er and multiple Olympic champion in the
sprint events. Will Power conjures the image
of someone who can handle the forces that
make a race car go 220 miles an hour around
an oval speedway and win the Indianapolis
500.

Homer Bush, naturally, was a baseball
player who hit 11 round-trippers in his major
league career, and old-timers can remem-
ber University of Washington quarterback
Sonny SixKkiller slinging his way to notoriety
with 35 touchdown passes in three seasons
for the Huskies.

There’s even an American tennis player
named, wait for it, Tennys Sandgren.

So, if you happen to know anything about
Ohio State third-year sophomore linebacker
Tuf Borland, you darn well know he is just
that.

Borland, from Bolingbrook, Ill., proved
it by making a stirring comeback from an
Achilles injury and surgery in the spring that
at first appeared to put most of his season in
jeopardy. As summer training progressed,
it was apparent he would return in the early
portion of the schedule, but he shocked
many by entering in the second quarter of
the 77-31 victory over Oregon State in the
Sept. 1 season opener at Ohio Stadium.

“It was something that had been in the
works for a while,” Borland said. “It was
good to get out there and contribute. I feel
great. | always had expectations to be back
with this team. It’s great to be out there.”

Count junior defensive end Nick Bosa
among those surprised by Borland’s return.

“I thought it was a longer recovery time,”
Bosa said. “I guess it wasn’t.”

However, senior right tackle Isaiah Prince
looked across the line during the fall camp
and saw how hard Borland was training.

“I knew Tuf would be back,” he said.
“He’s definitely a hardworking guy. I've
seen him in the training room. He’s put

JOSH WINSLOW
QUICK RECOVERY - Sophomore line-
backer Tuf Borland played in Ohio
State’s season opener after injuring
his Achilles tendon in the spring.

in the work, so I'm not surprised by Tufs
return.”

Borland was projected as the starting
middle linebacker until sustaining the inju-
ry during the spring camp. That role went
to sophomore Baron Browning against the
Beavers.

“It was a normal play, kind of a freak
thing,” Borland said Aug. 28.

He didn’t expect to miss much time.

“When it first happened, I didn’t really
have any thoughts on it,” he said. “I just took
it day by day. But the thing that kept me
going were the people around this program.
Every day I came and saw them working.
That really motivated me to get back.

“Thanks to the training staff and coaches,
I'm ready to go.”

Of course, for anyone who has the com-
petitiveness and intensity to play linebacker
at Ohio State to be told to be patient in the
recovery was difficult.

“I feel like I've done everything they
asked me to,” Borland said. “It’s really hard
for me to sit out and see everybody working
and me off to the side. I used it as a motivat-
ing factor to try and help this team.

“No doubt it’s hard sitting out, being out
all spring and the majority of the summer.
It’s hard, but like I said before, coming in
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here and seeing how these guys go about
their business has really motivated me and
inspired me to get through this.”

Borland was a four-star recruit and two-
time all-state selection before joining the
Buckeyes and redshirting the 2016 season.
In 2017, he started as captain of the punt
team but by the third game had taken his
first defensive snaps vs. Army. He was a part
of 12 tackles that day, the most by an OSU
freshman in a game since Ryan Shazier had
15 vs. Penn State in 2011.

He wound up starting nine of the final 11
games and finished fourth on the team with
58 tackles (35 solo), 3% tackles for loss and
one sack.

Soon after Borland was injured, head
coach Urban Meyer was cautiously optimis-
tic that he would be cleared to play early in
the season, not knowing at the time how
fanatical Borland was in his rehabilitation to
move that timetable up a few weeks to the
opener.

“His name is pretty indicative of what
kind of kid he is,” Meyer said in the spring.

He then likened Borland’s recovery to
that of former OSU quarterback J.T. Barrett,
who underwent surgery on his knee the
day after the Michigan game last season
and played in the Big Ten title game vs.
Wisconsin six days later.

“He’s got the same pain threshold as J.T.
Barrett,” Meyer said. “].T. Barrett, when the
doctors told me after our rivalry game it’'s
going to be several weeks, I kind of laughed
as I walked out of the room and said, ‘That
means he’ll be five days.” Same with Tuf
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Resort in Bedford County, Pa, with breakfast daily
and game tickets. See website.

Ohio State vs. Purdue: Oct. 19-21- 2-night mo-
torcoach trip to Indianapolis/VWest Lafayette, Ind,
with hotel accommodations at the new Drury Inn
located in Carmel, Ind, with breakfast daily and Dru-
ry Inn’s famous “kick-back party" on Friday night with
game tickets. Pricing on website

Ohio State vs. Michigan State: Nov. 9-11-
2-night motorcach trip to Mt. Pleasant/East Lansing,

Reynolds Travel, LLC

Games for the Ohio State Buckeyes for the 2018 Season. Join
us for fun trips and cheer the Buckeyes on!

Trips fully escorted by Reynolds Travel, offering Ohio State trips since 1978.
Visit our website at www.reynoldstravel.com to see more.

Borland. Well, it’s a really tough injury. I'm
looking at Tuf, smiling, he winks at me. He’s
on course to perform this fall.”

By the week of the Oregon State game,
even associate head coach/defensive coor-
dinator Greg Schiano was telling the media
that Borland might take the field against the
Beavers.

“It's amazing the way he has rehabbed,”
Schiano said. “The way that our people in the
training room, our medical people, have han-
dled him, the way (sports performance coach)
Mick Marotti has handled him and more
important than any of that is the way that Tuf
is such a committed young man to what he’s
doing — and he’s made incredible progress.

“As a coach and as a father I kind of am
hesitant, because that’s a serious injury, as
you know. But you have to trust the medical
people, and if they say he can go — so we'll
see by the end of the week we'll figure out
what he can and can’t do or what he should
or shouldn’t do. But he’s ahead of schedule,
well ahead of schedule.”

As much as Borland was motivated by
those around him during his recovery, his
teammates were inspired by him and named
him one of the seven captains.

“The captains actually nominated him as
the last captain, so we have a lot of respect
for Tuf, just how hard he works every day,”
co-captain Bosa said.

“It’'s a great honor,” Borland said of the
captaincy. “Obviously, there’s been some
great names before me, and there’s a great
responsibility to uphold that standard that
was set before me.”
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all of the Away

Mich, with accommodation at the Soaring Eagle
Casino Resort and Hotel in Mt. Pleasant with daily
meal allowance and casino credit and game tickets.
See website for pricing,

Ohio State vs. Maryland: Nov. 15-18 — 3-night
motorcoach trip (or land only) to Washington, DC/
College Park, Md, with accommodations at the
Omni Shoreham Hotel in Georgetown with break-
fast daily and full day of DC touring on Friday and
game tickets. Pricing and inclusions on website.
Macy’s Day Parade Package for TBDBITL First
Ever Parade Performance: Nov. 21-23 — 2-night
air package from Columbus (land only available) leav-
ing onWednesday with Friday return and accommo-
dations at the Sheraton Times Square with breakfast
daily, airport transportation and private outdoor pa-
rade viewing on parade route with private brunch
included. Full program on our website.

Indians vs Yankees: Sun., July 15 — Same-day
motoroach trip to Cleveland to see the Indians vs.
theYankees for 1105 pm game with club-level seating
and all-you-can-eat from | hour before game until
end of 7th. Al info on our website.

8934 Commerce Loop Dr.
Columbus, OH 43240

Phone: 614-847-8008
Toll Free: 866-880-0577
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Staff, Captalns Take Charge In Meyer’s Absence

By TIM MOODY
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer was
placed on paid administrative leave Aug. 1.
Two days later, the Buckeyes took the field
for the start of fall camp with acting head
coach Ryan Day, normally the offensive coor-
dinator and quarterbacks coach, running the
show.

With Meyer sidelined, the Buckeyes
completed all of fall camp without their head
coach. He wasn’t there leading up to the
season opener on Sept. 1 against Oregon
State, either, as his suspension — which
was announced Aug. 22 — ran through the
Sunday after the game.

All in all, though, things weren’t much dif-
ferent from normal inside the Woody Hayes
Athletic Center this August.

“It really hasn’t (been),” said junior safety
Jordan Fuller, one of Ohio State’s seven team
captains, when asked how different practice
has been with Day calling the shots. “Our
culture is our culture, playing 4-6, A to B
every play, and it really hasn’t been so much
different.”

Fuller’'s comments came the Tuesday
before the Buckeyes dispatched the Beavers,
77-31, to open the 2018 campaign, marking
the first time any Ohio State players had met
with the media since Meyer was placed on
leave. Fuller’s opinion was shared by various
teammates as well.

Sophomore linebacker Tuf Borland,
another team captain, noted that the thought
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FAST START - Ohio State acting head coach Ryan Day led the Buckeyes to a
77-31 win in his first game in place of the suspended Urban Meyer.

process all along was to stay focused on the
season, blocking out any outside noise. At
times, that can be easier said than done, but
Borland reiterated that the Buckeyes never
lost track ahead of the opener.

“From day one this team has stuck togeth-
er and been completely focused on week one,
being 1-0 and beating Oregon State,” Borland
said. “We've taken it day by day.”

The Players
When it comes to hitting the field for

practice, the absence of the head coach
doesn’t drastically change things at Ohio
State. Portions of two fall camp practices
were open to members of the media, and
they looked largely identical to any practice
previously seen in the Meyer era — other
than the fact that there was one fewer coach
wandering around.

During practice, the assistant coaches —
not Meyer - are the ones working with the
players in a hands-on role. Meyer, essen-
tially the CEO, acts as an overseer, lending
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help where it’'s needed. With him sidelined,
the defensive players still worked with the
defensive coaches, and the offensive players
still worked with the offensive coaches. And
strength coach Mickey Marotti still provided
the heart and soul for the Buckeyes.

Junior defensive end Nick Bosa said he
saw no reason practice would need to feel
different without Meyer on the field.

“I don’t know what other way it would
be,” Bosa said. “We have amazing coordina-
tors and amazing position coaches, and they
have taken the role in stride. I think that’s
what Coach (Meyer) would want us to do.
Keep everything normal, doing the same
routine. Just practice hard and get better.”

Fuller noted that, even without Meyer,
the goals don’t change. The aim in camp
is to improve and work toward the season.
That was the same in 2018 just as it has been
in the past.

“Camp’s the same as every year, just
trying to get better every day,” Fuller said. “I
can speak for the safeties — we've definitely
come a long way. We've been working hard
every day. I'm just really proud of how we’ve
been working as a team and just staying
focused and doing our jobs.”

The Coaching Staff

When Meyer was first placed on adminis-
trative leave, some were surprised that Day
was named acting head coach. He’s a rising
star in the profession, but the former NFL
assistant coach has never been the head of a
program at any level. Day even admitted that
he was surprised by the decision.

18 « BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Sept. 8, 2018

www.BuckeyeSports.com



OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

“I was very surprised,” he said. “It did
catch me off guard. It was one of those
things where you just wake up the next day
and you think, is this really happening? And
then you just kind of put one foot in front of
the other. I don’t think anyone
could have expected any of this.”

In addition to Day’s lack of
experience, Ohio State does
have two former collegiate head
coaches on staff — including one
who was an NFL head coach as
well.

Defensive coordinator Greg
Schiano was the head coach at
Rutgers from 2001-11 before join-
ing the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
from 2012-13. Offensive coordi-
nator and tight ends coach Kevin
Wilson ran the Indiana football program
from 2011-16.

When the decision was made to put Day
in charge, though, Schiano and the rest of
the staff were immediately behind him.

“Ryan is certainly qualified to do this,”
Schiano said Aug. 27. “Kevin Wilson, myself
and the rest of the staff, guys like (defensive
line coach) Larry Johnson, have done this
a long time. We all said we have to step up.
We’re missing our leader, we're one down
right now, and I think the staff has done that
and I think in turn the players have followed
our lead.

“We have some great lead-
ership, and all that combined I
think is what’s going to allow us
to be successful.”

Day, for his part, admitted
that the process has been a whirl-
wind. For the most part, though,
that whirlwind took place behind
closed doors. Day didn’t make
his first public remarks as acting
head coach until Aug. 27, five
days after Meyer’s three-game

Greg Schiano

do is empower the coaches, empower the
leaders and just keep this thing moving, and
I think we have done that.”

Day also noted that he’s leaned on Schiano
and Wilson a lot as he navigates the head
coaching waters for the first time.

“I have so much respect for
both of those guys and for the
whole staff,” Day said. “This is an
experienced staff. It's going to be
the best staff in America. When
you think about Larry Johnson,
(linebackers coach) Billy Davis,
(co-defensive coordinator) Alex
Grinch, when you go through all
the guys we have on our staff,
it’s amazing — a lot of experience,
real professionals.

“But like I said before, what
Greg and Kevin have done for me is something
that I won’t forget, and their counsel has been
amazing over this stretch and I've learned a lot
from them. Obviously they have been in my
shoes before, and so it’s meant a lot.”

A Short Reunion

Meyer’s suspension was decided on and
handed down on a Wednesday. The next day,
he was at the Woody Hayes Athletic Center for
about 45 minutes to meet with the coaching
staff and address his team — a meeting that was
granted as part of the terms of his punishment
for mishandling the employment
of former wide receivers coach
Zach Smith.

Players and coaches refrained
from going into detail about what
was discussed during Meyer’s
return to the Woody, but there
was one common theme:
Everyone was glad to see the
head coach after a long absence.

During his paid leave and
suspension, Meyer was restrict-
ed from contact with anyone in

suspension was announced.

The assistant, who is set to
make $1 million in 2018, second only to
Schiano’s $1.5 million, noted that he wasn’t
taking the program over. Instead, he served
and is serving as a caretaker in Meyer’s
place.

“My goal in this thing was never to
replace Coach (Meyer),” Day said. “That’s
not what I wanted to do. What I wanted to

Urban Meyer

the program, and he was not
allowed in the foothall facilities.
When permissible, though, Schiano said he
was glad to have chances to speak to Meyer.
“Well Urban is, before he’s my boss, he’s
a friend,” Schiano said. “I've known him for
over 20 years. So when I was allowed to, I did
communicate. And that’s personal. It wasn’t
about football. It was about him, because I
was worried about him. I'll leave it at that.”
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2018 Captains Taking On Added Leadership Roles

By JAMES GREGA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

As spring practice turned into summer, it
appeared to just be another football season at
Ohio State in 2018, rife with position battles
and even a new quarterback behind center.

Then, everything changed.

Head coach Urban Meyer and athletic
director Gene Smith were ultimately sus-
pended in late August following a lengthy
investigation into their knowledge and
handling of domestic violence allegations
against former wide receivers coach Zach
Smith, in addition to other issues with his
employment at the university.

With Meyer out for all of August and into
September — in addition to the first three
games - offensive coordinator and quarter-
backs coach Ryan Day was named acting
head coach. He announced Ohio State’s
team captains on Aug. 25, one week before
the season opener, an announcement nor-
mally taken on by Meyer.

The captains were decided by a player
vote, and while seven Buckeyes earned the
designation of team captain, Day praised all
of Ohio State’s veterans for their leadership
during the tumultuous time surrounding the
program.

“Our culture is strong.” he said at his first
press conference as acting head coach Aug.
27. “The culture leads at Ohio State. The
culture that these leaders here — not only
coaches, but the leaders of the program, the
kids, especially our captains — have set the
example for is what’s driven this thing for
the past few weeks.”

Parris Campbell, Terry McLaurin,
Johnnie Dixon, Nick Bosa, Jordan Fuller,
Isaiah Prince and Tuf Borland were given

TIM MOODY

TEAM LEADER - Junior defensive end Nick Bosa was voted a team captain
for 2018, an honor his older brother, Joey, never received in Columbus.

the honor of leading the team as captains
in 2018, and they are embracing the added
responsibility of leading Ohio State into
battle with Meyer absent for the first three
games.

“Of course if you're down a man, some-
body has got to step up,” Fuller said Aug.
28. “So we all took it on ourselves as a team
just to maintain the standard that we have at
Ohio State and just to keep pushing.”

Each player has a unique role in helping
lead the 2018 Buckeyes, starting with the
trio of receivers.
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Unique Circumstance

Considering some football teams name
only two captains per season, having three
receivers named captains before the season
starts is an unusual scenario to say the least.

Campbell, Dixon and McLaurin are all
fifth-year seniors and some of the last remain-
ing players on the current roster from the
2014 national championship team. Campbell
and Dixon were the top two vote-getters
according to an Ohio State spokesman,
despite having fewer than 80 career catches
between the two of them over the course of
four seasons.

Three receivers being named captains is
something co-defensive coordinator Greg
Schiano, a 30-year coaching veteran, has
never seen before.

“Oftentimes the further you get away
from the ball — they’re on the edge is a good
way to put it — they’re out there on the edge
and they don’t deal with the others very
much, they deal with themselves,” Schiano
said Aug. 27. “You talk to (strength coach
Mickey Marotti), they’re unbelievable the
way they train, the way they carry them-
selves, and (this honor is) well deserved. ...
We have seven great captains. That’s not the
end of the leadership on this team. We have

“GOOD FOOD + FINE DRINKS

@ﬂmﬁamlunc/bdady’

1505 W, 5TH AVE.
NEAR GRANDVIEW AVE.
614-817-1198
MON= THU: 1:00 AW TO 1:30 PH
Fet~ SAT: 1100 AM T0 30 AW

SUN: NOON 70 11:30 PH
KITCHEN ‘TIL 1/2 HOUR BEFORE CLOSE NIGHTLY

a lot of other guys on the team that are great
leaders as well.”

While all three receivers have been
around since 2014, Dixon’s story is partic-
ularly interesting. After three seasons with
chronic knee issues, Dixon was ready to
hang up his cleats following the 2016 cam-
paign. After speaking with Campbell and
other teammates in the months following a
31-0 loss to Clemson, Dixon decided to give
football one last try. His resilience paid off,
as he caught 18 passes for 422 yards and led
the team with eight touchdown receptions
in 2017.

Being named captain after four years of
dealing with injuries was gratifying for Dixon.

“For me, it’s just nothing short of a bless-
ing,” he said. “It just shows you that not
giving up sometimes leads to good things.
I just want that to be a story and an inspi-
ration to other people that might be going
through some tough times. Don’t give up,
fight through and (see) what it has for you
at the end of it.”

Besting Older Brother

Before he even played a snap as a college
junior, Nick Bosa had accomplished some-
thing his older brother, Joey, never did at
Ohio State. He was named a team captain.

One of three defensive captains, Bosa
enters his third, and likely final, season at
Ohio State as one of the leaders of a team
trying to get through a two-month stretch
that has been surrounded with controver-
sy. Add in a brutally hot month of August
that engulfed fall camp, and Bosa said the
Buckeyes were itching for an opportunity to
take the field again.

“It’'s a grind,” Bosa said Aug. 28. “It is
always tough. After camp is over, you just
want to play a game. Last week was just
another week of practice. You just have to
keep motivating guys and keep grinding
because it’s tough to go through each prac-
tice and have no reward at the end of the
week.”

While one game is out of the way, Ohio
State still has two more games to play
before Meyer can return to the sidelines
on game day, and Bosa is one of the play-
ers the Buckeyes are leaning on to keep
the attention away from any and all dis-
tractions. He said prior to playing Oregon
State that he is focusing his leadership
efforts on things that are off the field, rath-
er than in the trenches.

“Definitely more off the field,” he said of
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Ohio State’s 2018 Team Captains

Name Pos. Yr. Hometown/High School
Tuf Borland LB So. Bolingbrook, Ill./Bolingbrook
Nick Bosa DE Ir. Fort Lauderdale, Fla./St. Thomas Aquinas
Parris Campbell WR 5th-Sr. Akron, Ohio/St. Vincent-St. Mary
Johnnie Dixon WR 5th-Sr. West Palm Beach, Fla./Dwyer
Jordan Fuller S Jr. Norwood, N.J./Old Tappan
Terry Mclaurin WR 5th-Sr. Indianappolis, Ind./Cathedral
Isaiah Prince oT Sr. Greenbelt, Md./Eleanor Roosevelt

leading. “Just making sure guys are living
right and realizing how special this team
can be and not thinking that just because
Coach isn’t here right now that we are
going to take the year off. We have to just
keep our head down, focus on game one
and this season.”

In addition to the captains, Bosa said
Ohio State has also benefited from the lead-
ership provided by the assistant coaches,
who have helped keep the focus on football.

“We have amazing coordinators and
amazing position coaches, and they have
taken the leadership role in stride,” he said.
“I think that’s what Coach (Meyer) would
want us to do. Keep everything normal,
doing the same routine. Just practice hard
and get better.”

Fuller's New Role

This time last season, Fuller was battling
with Erick Smith for the safety position oppo-
site Damon Webb.

Fuller not only won that position mid-
way through the season but flourished in
Ohio State’s defensive backfield, collecting
70 total tackles, good for second on the team.

As he enters his junior season, Fuller
is expected to be one of the best defensive
backs in the Big Ten and a leader in the
Buckeye secondary after being named a
team captain and the leading vote-getter
among defensive players.

Despite receiving third-team All-Big Ten hon-
ors and Academic All-Big Ten hon-
ors in his Ohio State career, Fuller
said being named a team captain
is the best award or honor he has
received in his football career.

“I was at a loss for words. I'm
just blessed to be a part of this
team and have the teammates
I have,” Fuller said Aug. 28. “I
try to put my heart and soul into
everything I do and I guess that
was noticed. 'm eternally grate-
ful, that’s the biggest honor I've
had my whole career.”

Because of the veteran influences that
surround the Ohio State program both on
the roster and on the coaching staff, Fuller
said that keeping the focus on the field has
yet to become an issue because of the cul-
ture built over the years.

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

Isaiah Prince

“Everybody here has just a great work
ethic, and it’s really not hard to get guys
to work,” he said. “A lot of guys are really
self-motivated to begin with, so it’s really not
that tough of a job.”

This season, Fuller is the elder statesman
at safety while Isaiah Pryor and Jahsen Wint
continue to battle for the position left vacant
by Webb. Fuller missed the season opener
with a hamstring issue, so both Pryor and
Wint got the start in week one.

Regardless of who wins the job opposite
him in the secondary, Fuller said he is con-
fident in not only his ability to lead but also
perform on the field.

“They’ve both progressed greatly this
whole camp,” Fuller said. “I'm really excited
for both of their years. It’s a tight competi-
tion. But I'm more than good, whoever is
playing — more than good.”

Prince Crowned
Captain

Two years ago, it would have
been hard to imagine Isaiah
Prince being named a captain.
After struggling mightily as a
pass protector in 2016, Prince
bounced back in a big way a year
later, on his way to being named
third-team All-Big Ten as a junior.

Now entering his third season
as a starter, Prince is a team cap-
tain, and much like when he relied
on veterans such as Jamarco Jones
when things were hard for him, he is now the
one whom players are looking up to.

Prince believes that Ohio State’s culture
and brotherhood have created an atmo-
sphere where multiple players can act as
leaders, not just team captains.

]

“To me, this is nothing out of the ordi-
nary,” Prince said of being named a captain.
“This is something I have been prepared for,
and something Coach (Meyer) has prepared
us for. There’s a bunch of great leaders on
the team, a bunch of older guys on the team,
and we have been through a lot and we know
how to stick together and get ready for the
season.”

Now a senior, Prince will remain at his
right tackle position in 2018, anchoring an
offensive line that returns Demetrius Knox
and Michael Jordan to the starting lineup.

Tuf As Nails

Ohio State’s assumed starting middle
linebacker, Tuf Borland, suffered an Achilles
injury during spring camp, an injury that
would normally cost an athlete an entire
season.

Borland however, is preparing as if he is
going to play early and often in 2018 despite
that setback. It is that resiliency, among
other things, that led to him being named a
team captain in 2018.

“The job that our people in the training
room and our medical people have handled
him, the way Coach Mick has handled him
and more important than any of that is the
way that Tuf is such a committed young
man to what he’s doing,” Schiano said of
Borland. “And he’s made incredible prog-
ress.”

Borland was listed as a second-stringer at
middle linebacker in Ohio State’s first depth
chart of the season but is expected to return
to a more prominent role as he continues to
progress from the injury.

You can read more about Borland, his
new role on the team and his rehab on

page 17.
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Freshmen Poised For Rotational Roles In’18

By TIM MOODY
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

A year ago, Ohio State opened the season
on the road against Indiana with a true fresh-
man in the starting lineup.

That freshman, running back J.K.
Dobbins, went on to have the most prolific
debut season for a back in program history.
That production likely won’t be matched, or
even challenged, by any of Ohio State’s first-
year players in 2018.

The Buckeyes signed 26 players — 25
freshmen and a third-year sophomore junior
college transfer — in a 2018 recruiting class
that finished ranked second in the nation. On
paper, it might be the most talented recruit-
ing class in program history, and many of
the players will have a chance to contribute
early.

Various freshmen had a chance to see the
field in Ohio State’s season-opening, 77-31
win over Oregon State on Sept. 1 at Ohio
Stadium. In fact, 16 of the 26 freshmen made
their way into the participation report after
the game.

After seeing those debuts, we took a look
ahead at the projected impact each member
of Ohio State’s 2018 recruiting class will have
this season, keeping in mind that players can
appear in up to four games this year without
burning their redshirts. We graded each
player on a Playing Time Possibility scale of
1 to 10. A 1 would mean the player will likely
redshirt and probably not even appear in a
game. A 5 represents limited playing time

throughout the year, and a 10 would be a
player expected to start at some point this
season.

The players are listed in alphabetical
order by last name.

WR Kamryn Babb (6-1, 189), St.
Louis Christian Brothers College — When
he signed, there was some question sur-
rounding Babb’s health after he

and entered training camp as one of the top
freshmen on the team. When the Buckeyes
arrived for the season opener, though, Banks
had a brace on his left wrist, and he didn’t
dress for the game. His status going forward
is up in the air, but he might still be in line
for a role on special teams. PTP: 2

CB Cameron Brown (6-1, 175),
St. Louis Christian Brothers College
- Recruited as a wide receiv-

tore his ACL during his senior
year in high school. He enrolled
in the summer, though, and
was healthy enough to make an
impression on his teammates
early. But then, Babb once again
tore his ACL during summer
workouts, meaning he’ll miss the
season. PTP: 1

QB Matthew Baldwin (6-3,
200), Austin (Texas) Lake
Travis - Like Babb, Baldwin
suffered an ACL injury during
his senior year, and his setback came late in
the season. He enrolled early but was limited
throughout spring camp. Baldwin was limit-
ed this fall as well as he recovers from his
surgery, and heading into the opener, acting
head coach Ryan Day said the signal caller
was still a couple of weeks away from being
fully healthy. A year on the sidelines might
be in store, since practice reps will be limited
with the season under way. PTP: 1

CB Sevyn Banks (6-1, 190), Orlando
(Fla.) Jones - Banks enrolled early and
was a standout in spring practice. He had
a notable performance in the spring game
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Cameron Brown

er, Brown switched to defense
as soon as he got on campus.
The position change didn’t
have much of a negative effect,
though, considering that Brown
shed his black stripe before the
season opener and became the
first freshman cornerback to
see the field this season. He
saw reps with the second-team
defense, along with redshirt
freshman Shaun Wade and
sophomore Marcus Williamson,
against Oregon State and will likely see
limited playing time going forward. PTP: 3

DE Tyler Friday (6-3, 262), Ramsey
(N.J.) Don Bosco Prep - Long expected
to be a Michigan commit, Friday surprised
many when he chose the Buckeyes. That
decision paid off quickly, though, as he saw
extensive playing time in the season opener
and finds himself firmly in the second-team
rotation at defensive end, providing valuable
depth for the Buckeyes. PTP: 5

LB Dallas Gant (6-3, 215), Toledo
St. John’s Jesuit - A naturally athletic
linebacker, Gant drew rave reviews from
the coaching staff as soon as he arrived on
campus in January. He was pegged by Urban
Meyer as a freshman who would play, and he
should have a big role on special teams by
the end of the season. PTP: 4

H-B Jaelen Gill (6-1, 182),
Westerville (Ohio) South - Gill is one of
the most naturally talented players in this
class, but the roster isn’t kind to him from a
playing time perspective. Ohio State already
has fifth-year senior Parris Campbell, junior
K.J. Hill, junior C.J. Saunders and sopho-
more Demario McCall at H-back, meaning
Gill - who still needs some polishing as a

i
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receiver — will struggle to get game reps.
PTP: 2

S Marcus Hooker (6-0, 185), New
Castle, Pa. — Because of his older broth-
er, Malik, there are high expectations for
Hooker at Ohio State, but he faces an uphill
battle to make an impression as a freshman.
He was suspended for the opener after a
legal incident in the offseason, plus he’s been
out of practice with an injury. Hooker might
have to wait a year or two to truly make his
impact — which is exactly what Malik did
before becoming a first-round pick. PTP: 1

DE Javontae Jean-Baptiste (6-5,
215), Oradell (N.J.) Bergen Catholic -
After being a late addition to the 2018 class,
Jean-Baptiste did enough in fall camp to shed
his black helmet stripe after settling at defen-
sive end. Physically, he has a lot of room to
grow, though, and a year for development
— perhaps with a few reps here and there —
could be beneficial. PTP: 1

CB Tyreke Johnson (6-1, 190),
Jacksonville (Fla.) Trinity Christian
Academy - As a five-star prospect, Johnson
arrived in Columbus with high expectations.
He’s physically advanced for his age and has
the talent to make an impact, especially on
special teams as a freshman. He didn’t play
in the opener, but expect to see Johnson on
the field sometime this season. PTP: 4

OL Matthew Jones (6-4, 305),
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Erasmus Hall - Offensive
line is always one of the toughest positions
for freshmen, and Jones doesn’t need to
make an impact this season. Look for him to
take a redshirt year before making his way
onto the two-deep in 2019. PTP: 1

LB Teradja Mitchell (6-2, 235),
Virginia Beach (Va.) Bishop Sullivan
Catholic - Mitchell didn’t make a big
impression in the opener, but he’s physically
advanced and extremely talented. He might
not have a spot with the firstteam defense,
but he can make an impact as a depth player
and on special teams. PTP: 3

WR Chris Olave (6-1, 170), San
Marcos (Calif.) Mission Hills — Not the
most hyped recruit in the class, Olave blew
people away in fall camp. He’s already on the
two-deep as a backup at the Z-receiver spot,
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TIM MOODY

EARLY IMPRESSION - Freshman defensive tackle Tommy Togiai (72) saw
extended playing time in his collegiate debut.

and he’s an injury away from being a key part
of the rotation. He could be the deep threat
Ohio State has been searching for since
Devin Smith graduated. PTP: 6

OT Nicholas Petit-Frere (6-6, 272),
Tampa (Fla.) Berkeley Prep - As a fresh-
man tackle, Petit-Frere is ahead of the curve.
He was Ohio State’s highest-rated recruit
in the class, and he’s already firmly on the
depth chart as the No. 2 right tackle behind
senior Isaiah Prince. He’ll mainly play with
the backups this year, but he should be
ready if called upon later in the season.
PTP: 4

LB KVaughan Pope (6-2, 210),
Dinwiddie (Va.) County - Though Pope

has the talent to play, the Ohio State line-
backers are deep. He'll have to make an
impression on special teams in order to see
much of the field this season, but that’s a
possibility. PTP: 2

S Josh Proctor (6-2, 190), Owasso,
Okla. - After the opener, it was clear that
safety is a question mark for Ohio State other
than Jordan Fuller, who missed the game
with a hamstring issue. Proctor saw time on
special teams against Oregon State, but if the
issues continue, he could be fighting for a
starting spot by the end of the year. PTP: 8

TE Jeremy Ruckert (6-6, 240),
Lindenhurst, N.Y. — Against Oregon State,
it was clear that Luke Farrell and Rashod

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

Berry were Ohio State’s top two tight ends.
That said, Ruckert saw the field a lot and
had a catch for 13 yards. If he develops as a
blocker, he could be starting by the end of
the year. PTP: 8

DE Tyreke Smith (6-3, 260),
Cleveland Heights — Barring injury, Smith
won’t start for Ohio State in 2018. However,
he was on the field early against Oregon
State in Ohio State’s Rushmen package,
meaning he’s already left a huge impres-
sion on defensive line coach Larry Johnson.
Expect Smith’s reps to only increase as the
season goes on. PTP: 9

WR DL’Christian Smith (6-6, 205),
Huber Heights (Ohio) Wayne - While
Smith is physically impressive for a fresh-
man, he has a lot of polishing to do as
a receiver. He didn’t play against Oregon
State, and while he could still play in a few
games and keep his redshirt, he doesn’t look
poised for a big role this year. PTP: 1

RB Brian Snead (5-11, 200), Seffner
(Fla.) Armwood - Dobbins and junior Mike
Weber are the workhorses at running back,
but Snead has already made an impact. As
soon as the second-team offense was on the
field, Snead was with them, and he finished
with seven carries for 25 yards and a touch-
down. He'll play this year and be a key player
in 2019. PTP: 6

RB Master Teague (5-11, 215),
Murfreesboro (Tenn.) Blackman - You
could probably just copy the paragraph on
Snead in order to describe Teague’s poten-
tial impact. The duo are listed as co-back-
ups at running back, and Teague scored a
touchdown as well on an impressive 33-yard
run on fourth-and-1. He finished the opener
with six carries for 56 yards, bested by only
Weber (186) and Dobbins (74). PTP: 6

DT Tommy Togiai (6-2, 300),
Pocatello (Idaho) Highland - Togiai was
the only freshman to lose his black stripe
in spring camp, and he immediately made
an impact in the opener. He’s already estab-
lished himself as a key player in the rotation
along the defensive front — he had three
tackles against the Beavers — and his role
should only increase going forward. PTP: 8

DT Taron Vincent (6-2, 285),
Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy - Yes,
you could probably copy and paste the para-
graph above this one, too. Vincent, like
Togiai, is already a clear piece of the rotation
after he tallied two tackles in his debut. The
future is bright for Ohio State at defensive
tackle. PTP: 8

DE Alex Williams (6-7, 250),
Pickerington (Ohio) North - Physically,
Williams is one of the most impressive
freshmen on the team. He went through war-
mups before the opener, but he was in street
clothes on the sideline. Ohio State is pretty
deep at defensive end, so Williams could
take a year to refine his technique. PTP: 1

OT Max Wray (6-7, 305), Franklin,
Tenn. - Like Jones, Wray doesn’t need to
make an impact as a freshman, meaning
Ohio State can afford to redshirt him and
give him time to develop. If he takes strides
as the season goes on, he could be a candi-
date to provide depth late in the year, using
the new redshirt rule to keep his year of
eligibility. PTP: 1

BONUS - DT Antwuan Jackson (6-2,
293), Brenham (Texas) Blinn College —
Jackson had some injury issues in the offsea-
son, but he made his debut against Oregon
State with one tackle. He struggled at times,
though, and finds himself outside the main
rotation at defensive tackle. PTP: 3
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OHIO STATE VS. RUTGERS

Ash, RU Bracing For B1G Test At Ohio State

By GARRETT STEPIEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Since Rutgers joined the Big Ten four years
ago, its fortunes have taken a turn for the worse
each time the schedule brought forth Ohio
State.

Between two head coaches since 2014, Kyle
Flood (2014-15) and Chris Ash (2016-17), the
Scarlet Knights have suffered similar results
over their four matchups as the Buckeyes have
run up a 219-24 tab in the head-to-head series.

Over the past two years, Ash’s first on the job
after he left his post as co-defensive coordinator
at OSU, RU has not posted a single point on its
way to a 114-0 deficit in back-to-back shutouts.

Unlike the previous seasons, when Rutgers
faced Ohio State in the midst of its Big Ten gant-
let with other powerhouse programs from the
East Division and around the conference, the
Scarlet Knights get the Buckeyes in week two.

RU opened the campaign on a high note
in its 357 victory against Texas State, but an
immediate wake-up call comes in Columbus for
Ash and company.

When BSB spoke with Ash at Big Ten
Media Days in Chicago, the third-year head
coach was blunt about how he and his team
would approach the early test at OSU.

“They’re a good team,” Ash said July 23.
“Good players, good program. I don’t care if you
play them week one or week 12 — they’re a good
team with good players, good coaches, and it’s
always going to be a challenge.

“I don’t care if youre Rutgers or another
program in the Big Ten. Everyone who plays
Ohio State — you better show up and give your
best because they’re a good team, they've got
talented players and, usually, they play hard.

“It's always going to be a challenge when
you play a program like that. It's been that way
for a number of years, and it's probably not
going to change.”

After Ash and Rutgers took steps in the
right direction with a 4-8 record (3-6 Big Ten) in
2017, improving upon a 2-10 (0-9) mark in 2016,
the rebuild continues with several fresh faces
in key roles.

Freshman quarterback Artur Sitkowski (6-5,
224) is among the most notable new Scarlet
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Knights. A four-star recruit out of Bradenton
(Fla.) IMG Academy but born and raised in
Old Bridge, N.J., Sitkowski flipped from Miami
(Fla.) to become RU’s marquee signee for the
2018 class. He enrolled early for spring camp
and ran with his opportunity to take over an
offense that has been embattled in recent years,
injecting energy and promise into the unit.

As a first-year starter set to make a road
debut in the Big Ten before 100,000-plus fans in
Ohio Stadium, Sitkowski needs to rely on others
in Rutgers’ offense for help.

The handful of players includes fellow new-
comers such as Boston College graduate trans-
fer Jonathan Hilliman (60, 225) and freshman
Isaih Pacheco (5-11, 210), who are expected
to give Sitkowski an immediate boost with
sophomore Raheem Blackshear (5-9, 192) set
to return as the Scarlet Knights boast running
backs with versatile skill sets.

Hilliman, who initially committed to RU as
a fourstar recruit from Jersey City (N.J.) St.
Peter’s Prep in the 2014 class before he flipped
to BC, took 612 totes for 2,238 yards and 26
touchdowns in four years with the Eagles. He
added 29 receptions for 195 yards and two
scores. He transferred to his home-state school
after Boston College saw AJ Dillon emerge
among the best running backs in the country as
a freshman with 300 carries for 1,589 yards and
14 touchdowns in 2017.

On the defensive side of the ball, Rutgers
looks to one-time Ohio State signee Tre
Avery, formerly known as Kareem Felder,
for depth in the secondary. Avery (5-10, 181)
signed with Ash and the Buckeyes in OSU’s
2016 class but transferred to Toledo before
the fall and then to RU, where the cornerback
sat out the 2017 season. After the changes,
Avery approaches his collegiate debut with
sophomore eligibility.

Rutgers Roots

As the carousel of offensive coordinators
took a turn for the ninth time in as many years,
John McNulty returned to Rutgers for another
stint in the position. McNulty worked multiple
jobs in the NFL from 2009-17, most recently
with the San Diego Chargers as their tight ends
coach for the last two seasons. He made his
return to the Scarlet Knights after an initial stint
from 2004-08 under Greg Schiano, Ohio State’s
third-year defensive coordinator, who was RU’s
head coach from 2001-11.

In McNulty’s first year as offensive coordi-
nator in 2007, he engineered one of the most
prolific units Rutgers has seen. He helped the
Scarlet Knights become the first program in
FBS history with a 3,000-yard passer (Mike
Teel), 2,000yard rusher (Ray Rice) and two
1,000-yard receivers (Kenny Britt and Tiquan
Underwood) in the same season. Ash hired
McNulty in January to replace Jerry Kill, who
retired following just one year on the job due
to health concerns after he suffered multiple
seizures from his ongoing battle with epilepsy.

Ash attempted to overhaul the Rutgers
offense initially with a power-spread approach,
a scheme similar to that of the Buckeyes and
head coach Urban Meyer, but struggles over
the past two years led the Scarlet Knights to
reassess. McNulty moves RU back to a pro-
style offense as it searches for consistency
and continuity going forward. Rutgers ranked
129th out of 130 FBS teams in total offense last
season with just 263 yards per game while the
Scarlet Knights also averaged only 18.0 points
per contest.

“You've got to get into the 30s in college
football now to think you have a chance to win
the game,” McNulty said. “Maybe you can slug
it out with someone or you're going to try to run

Get To Know ... Rutgers

About Rutgers

e 2018 Record: 1-0.

¢ Team Information: Offensive
Formation — Multiple; Defensive Formation
— 4-3; Starters Returning — Offense 7,
Defense 8, Specialists 1.

e Head Coach: Chris Ash, third year,
7-18 (all at Rutgers).

e Series History: Fifth meeting; Ohio
State leads, 4-0.

¢ School Facts: Location — New
Brunswick, N.J.; Enrollment — 69,000;
Nickname — Scarlet Knights; Color — Scarlet;
Conference — Big Ten (East Division);
Stadium - HighPoint.com Stadium
(Surface, FieldTurf; Capacity, 52,454).

Top Offensive Players

Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long
Isaih Pacheco 11 76 69 0 28
Raheem Blackshear 12 62 52 1 11
Jonathan Hilliman 15 60 40 2 15
Passing Comp.-Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT
Artur Sitkowski 20-30 66.7 205 1-3
Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long
Raheem Blackshear 7 56 8.0 1 17
Bo Melton 4 57 142 0 24
Jerome Washington 2 32 160 0 29

Team Offensive Stats
Points Per Game - 35.0
Rushing Yards Per Game - 218.0
Passing Yards Per Game - 205.0
Total Offense Avg. Per Game - 423.0

2018 Schedule

Date Opponent Result/Time (ET)
Sept. 1 TEXAS STATE W, 35-7
Sept. 8 at Ohio State 3:30 p.m.
Sept. 15 at Kansas Noon
Sept. 22 BUFFALO TBA
Sept. 29 INDIANA TBA
Oct. 6 ILLINOIS TBA
Oct. 13 at Maryland Noon
Oct. 20 NORTHWESTERN Noon
Nov. 3 at Wisconsin TBA
Nov. 10 MICHIGAN TBA
Nov. 17 PENN STATE TBA
Nov. 24 at Michigan State TBA

Top Defensive Players

Def. Leaders Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
Trevor Morris 1 8 9 0.5-0 -
Isaiah Wharton 2 4 6 1.0-4 -
Deonte Roberts 1 5 6 1.0-1 -
Damon Hayes 2 2 4 - -
Elorm Lumor 3 1 4 2.0-8 1.0-6
Julius Turner 2 1 3 2.0-8 -
T. Maddox-Williams 0 3 3 - -
Rashawn Battle 1 2 3 0.5-3 -
Interceptions No. Yds Avg TD Long
Blessuan Austin 1 -5 5.0 0 0

Team Defensive Stats
Points Per Game Allowed - 7.0
Rushing Yards Per Game Allowed - 69.0
Passing Yards Per Game Allowed - 100.0
Total Offense Avg. Per Game Allowed - 169.0

the clock, but the reality is you've got to score.
The only way to score is to get some big plays.
I hope we have a lot of 14-play drives, but I just
know the reality is that you've got to strike down
the field and operate at different tempos to get
(defenses) off balance.

“When you hit a big play, you've got to get
up on the ball and try to hit another one. I just
think (the big play) is essential to scoring. I
don’t think we’re going to just throw a bunch
of 5yard routes and hit some 4-yard runs and
try to score. I think we want to advance the ball
in chunks.

“That’s the way it was last time I was
here. We were able to do that and have some
productive wideouts along with some pro-
ductive backs. It all comes off the run game,
but that’s an essential part of our offense.
We've got to have the guys go get it, too, but
guys have to be able to throw it accurately
down the field.”

Players To Watch

Although questions remain on offense,
Rutgers’ defense projects as possibly its best
since Ash took over.

The strengths start in the secondary, where
the Scarlet Knights are deep with several multi-
year starters. The fifth-year senior cornerback
duo of Blessuan Austin (6-1, 195) and Isaiah
Wharton (6-1, 203) opens its fourth straight sea-
son as RU’s starters, followed by Avery as the
next man up. At safety, fifth-year senior Saquan
Hampton (6-1, 209) leads the way while Damon
Hayes (6-1, 202) is also in line to start after the
junior converted from cornerback with “NFL
potential” in Ash’s mind. As he fights through a
nagging quad injury, fifth-year senior Kiy Hester
(60, 208) opens the campaign as a backup to
Hayes but rounds out the defensive backfield
with his 19 career starts.

Rutgers returns two-deep depth at the
three linebacker positions. Sophomore Tyreek
Maddox-Williams (60, 220) gets the nod at Will
while seniors Deonte Roberts (6-1, 235) and
Trevor Morris (6-1, 228) are third-year starters
at Mike and Sam, respectively. The sophomore
duo of Olakunle Fatukasi (6-1, 228) and Tyshon
Fogg (61, 240) bring valuable depth to the
Scarlet Knights’ rotation, which expects to fea-

ture them plenty after they played immediately
on defense and special teams as true freshmen
in 2017.

RU’s biggest concerns come in the trench-
es. Without much depth, Rutgers projects to
trot out a defensive line of fifth-year senior
defensive end Kevin Wilkins (6-2, 304), soph-
omore nose tackle Julius Turner (60, 282),
senior defensive tackle Jon Bateky (6-3, 298)
and sophomore defensive end Elorm Lumor
(6-3, 246). Wilkins and Bateky return the bulk
of the Scarlet Knights' starting experience
with eight games apiece in 2017, but Wilkins
enters only his second season at defensive
end after he slid out from defensive tackle last
year. Lumor was largely a backup to former
multiyear starter Kemoko Turay, whom the
Indianapolis Colts drafted in the second round.
Lumor started three games last year, while
Turner appeared in all 12 of RU’s contests but
did not record a start.

An underclassman-laden receivers group
with versatile skill sets joins Sitkowski and the
running backs. However, fifth-year senior tight
end Jerome Washington (64, 256) was Rutgers’
top receiver last season with 29 catches for 280
yards and a touchdown. Redshirt freshman
Shameen Jones (6-1, 185) and sophomore Bo
Melton (5-11, 192) make up the outside, while
speedy sophomore Hunter Hayek (59, 180)
toes the slot. Despite being listed as Hayek’s
backup, Eddie Lewis (6-0, 182) could make an
immediate impact as a freshman after he joined
the Scarlet Knights following his prep year at
New Berlin (N.Y.) Milford Academy.

Along the offensive line, RU boasts a third-
year starter and NFL prospect in fifth-year
senior left tackle Tariq Cole (6-6, 317). Beyond
him, however, is where things could get shaky.
Sophomore left guard Mike Londsorf (6-6, 302)
is a first-year starter. Sophomore center Mike
Maietti (6-1, 292) returns some starting expe-
rience, but only after he took over at the posi-
tion for junior Jonah Jackson (64, 305), who
has since moved from center to right guard.
Junior right tackle Kamaal Seymour (6-6, 309)
is a third-year starter, but he has continued to
struggle with consistency over the course of
his transition from defensive tackle, a switch he
made during fall camp in 2016.
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Ohio State vs. Rutgers

Saturday, Sept. 8, 2018 ¢ 3:30 p.m. * BTN
Ohio Stadium; Columbus, Ohio

Projected Depth Charts

WHEN OHIO STATE HAS THE BALL...

5 TREVOR MORRIS, 6-1, 228, SR.
8 Tyshon Fogg, 6-1, 240, So.

peSi

9 SAQUAN HAMPTON, 6-1, 209, 5TH-SR.
21 Tim Barrow, 5-11, 188, R-Fr.

®

11 ISAIAH WHARTON, 6-1, 203, 5TH-SR.
2 Avery Young, 6-0, 193, Fr.

44 TYREEK MADDOX-WILLIAMS, 6-0, 220, SO.
3 Olakunle Fatukasi, 6-1, 228, So.

22 DAMON HAYES, 6-1, 202, JR.

6 DEONTE ROBERTS, 6-1, 235, SR. 23 Kiy Hester, 6-0, 208, 5th-Sr.

56 Rashawn Battle 6-1, 232, So.

7 ELORM LUMOR, 6-3, 246, SO.

50 JULIUS TURNER, 6-0, 282, SO. 91 Tijaun Mason, 6-5, 230, R-Fr.

57 Jaohne Duggan, 6-1, 292, R-Fr.

99 KEVIN WILKINS, 6-2, 304, 5TH-SR.
97 Mike Tverdoy, 6-4, 255, R-Fr. 96 Willington Previlon, 6-5, 295, Jr.

o o7

&

73 MICHAEL JORDAN, 6-7, 310, JR. 59 ISAIAH PRINCE, 6-7, 310, SR.
71 Josh Myers, 6-5, 308, R-Fr. 77 Nicholas Petit-Frere, 6-6, 272, Fr.
OR 79 Brady Taylor, 6-5, 302, 5th-Sr.
66 MALCOLM PRIDGEON, 6-7, 310, 5TH-SR. 78 DEMETRIUS KNOX, 6-4, 312, 5TH-SR.
79 Brady Taylor, 6-5, 302, 5th-Sr. 52 Wyatt Davis, 6-4, 315, R-Fr.

7 DWAYNE HASKINS, 6-3, 218, SO.
18 Tate Martell, 5-11, 207, R-Fr.

95 JON BATEKY, 6-3, 298, SR. 1 BLESSUAN AUSTIN, 6-1, 195, SR.

4 Tre Avery, 5-10, 181, So.

75 THAYER MUNFORD, 6-6, 319, SO.
58 Joshua Alabi, 6-5, 305, Jr.

89 LUKE FARRELL, 6-6, 250, SO.
OR 13 RASHOD BERRY, 6-4, 259, JR.
88 Jeremy Ruckert, 6-6, 240, Fr.
OR 81 Jake Hausmann, 6-4, 245, So.

83 TERRY MCLAURIN, 6-1, 204, 5TH-SR.
OR 1 JOHNNIE DIXON, 5-11, 198, 5TH-SR.
19 Chris Olave, 6-1, 170, Fr.

21 PARRIS CAMPBELL, 6-1, 208, 5TH-SR.
14 K.J. Hill, 6-0, 198, Jr.
OR 80 C.J. Saunders, 5-10, 185, Jr.

11 AUSTIN MACK, 6-2, 215, JR.
9 Binjimen Victor, 6-4, 200, Jr.

91 DRUE CHRISMAN, 6-3, 215, SO.
96 Sean Nuernberger, 6-1, 228, 5th-Sr.
2 J.K. DOBBINS, 5-10, 212, SO.
OR 25 MIKE WEBER, 5-10, 214, JR.
6 Brian Snead, 5-11, 200, Fr.
OR 33 Master Teague, 5-11, 215, Fr.
96 SEAN NUERNBERGER, 6-1, 228, 5TH-SR.
95 Blake Haubeil, 6-4, 225, So.

WHEN RUTGERS HAS THE BALL...

39 MALIK HARRISON, 6-3, 240, JR. 20 PETE WERNER, 6-3, 235, SO. 4 JORDAN FULLER, 6-2, 204, JR.
14 ISAIAH PRYOR, 6-2, 197, SO. 16 Keandre Jones, 6-2, 228, Jr. 52 Dante Booker, 6-3, 240, Sth—Sr.OR ) B1o zmvavﬁPl 5,61;, ;?(5) 20_

15 Josh Proctor 6»2 190 FrA 32 Tuf Borland, 6- 1 230 So 29 Marcus Hooker, 6-0, 185, Fr.

30 Kevin Dever, 6-0, 190, So. 47 Justin H|I||ard 6- 1 230, Jr. i
18 JONATHON COOPER, 6-4, 257, JR.

OR 2 CHASE YOUNG, 6-5, 265, SO.

8 KENDALL SHEFFIELD, 6-0, 193, JR.
24 Shaun Wade, 6-1, 192, R-Fr. 9 Jashon Cornell, 6-3, 274, Jr.
21 Marcus Williamson, 5-10, 185, So.
97 NICK BOSA, 6-4, 263, JR.
11 Tyreke Smith, 6-3, 260, Fr.
54 Tyler Friday, 6-3, 262, Fr.

67 ROBERT LANDERS, 6-1, 283, JR.
53 Davon Hamilton, 6-4, 310, Jr.
OR 6 Taron Vincent, 6-2, 285, Fr.

86 DRE'MONT JONES, 6-3, 290, JR.
92 Haskell Garrett, 6-2, 293, So. 3 DAMON ARNETTE, 6-0, 195, JR.

OR 72 Tommy Togiai, 6-2, 300, Fr. 1 Jeffrey Okudah, 6-1, 199, SO.

@ @ @ @

65 TARIQ COLE, 6-6, 317, 5TH-SR.
71 Raigwon O’Neal, 6-4, 300, Fr.

55 MICHAEL MAIETTI, 6-1, 292, SO.
74 Sam Howson, 6-4, 292, So.

54 KAMAAL SEYMOUR, 6-6, 309, JR.
79 Zack Heeman, 6-7, 310, 5th-Sr.

88 JEROME WASHINGTON, 6-4, 256, SR.
89 Travis Vokolek, 6-6, 250, So.

61 MIKE LONSDOREF, 6-6, 302, SO.
77 Sam Fretman, 6-6, 305, So.

73 JONAH JACKSON, 6-4, 305, JR.

18 BO MELTON, 5-11, 192, SO.
66 Nick Krimin, 6-5, 308, So.

14 Everett Wormley, 6-0, 198, So.

8 ARTUR SITKOWSKI, 6-5, 224, FR.
17 Giovanni Rescigno, 6-3, 229, 5th-Sr.

94 ADAM KORSAK, 6-1, 193, SO. OR 11 Johnathan Lewis, 6-3, 237, So.

92 Nick Johnston, 5-10, 189, Sr.

7 HUNTER HAYEK, 5-9, 180, SO.
21 Eddie Lewis, 6-0, 182, Fr.

2 RAHEEM BLACKSHEAR, 5-9, 192, SO.
23 Jonathan Hilliman, 6-0, 225, 5th-Sr.

15 SHAMEEN JONES, 6-1, 185, R-FR.

95 JUSTIN DAVIDOVICZ, 5-9, 180, SO.
6 Mohamed Jabbie, 5-11, 197, So.

99 Gavin Haggerty, 5-8, 170, Jr.

How We See It

OHIO STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs.
RUTGERS RUSH DEFENSE

Let’s face it, Rutgers will not have an answer for Ohio State’s
ground game that can turn to J.K. Dobbins or Mike Weber. But
the Scarlet Knights should not feel bad. If the Buckeyes can run
the ball as well as they did against Oregon State in the Sept. 1
season opener (375 yards), then few teams will be able to stop
the one-two punch. Weber continued to show the breakaway
speed that emerged late in the 2017 season. He ran for 186
yards on 20 totes vs. Oregon State, including a 49-yard score.
Dobbins did a lot of running inside the tackles and produced 74
yards on 15 carries. Ohio State’s offensive line is still a work in
progress, but Rutgers’ D-line was not very good last season and
wasn’t really tested against Texas State in a 35-7 win. The Scarlet
Knights allowed 69 yards on 31 attempts. EDGE: OHIO STATE

RUTGERS RUSH OFFENSE vs.
OHIO STATE RUSH DEFENSE
The Scarlet Knights will feature sophomore back Raheem
Blackshear, who finished second on the team with 705 all-
purpose yards last season. He is the leading returning rusher,
but Rutgers has added Boston College transfer Jon Hilliman to
provide some power running to complement Blackshear’s speed.
Hilliman rushed for 60 yards on 15 carries with two scores
and Blackshear added 62 yards on 12 carries with a TD in the
first game. Ohio State's defense was a disappointment vs. the
Beavers, especially in the third quarter when Artavis Pierce had
TD runs of 80 and 78 yards on consecutive series. To be fair,
the backups played most of the second half for the Buckeyes,
but there were too many missed assignments and tackles for a
team the quality of OSU. The good news is all the problems are
fixable, and with depth at most every position, if someone isn't
up to the high standards, there’s always a replacement. EDGE:
OHIO STATE

OHIO STATE PASS OFFENSE vs.
RUTGERS PASS DEFENSE

Buckeye fans longing for a vertical game now that J.T. Barrett
has graduated got mixed results from Dwayne Haskins in his first
start. Yes, he passed for 313 yards and five TDs, but he never
really aired it out. He didn’t need to. However, his ability to throw
a tight pass to the flats and hit receivers in stride was refreshing.
There are so many options for him that it's scary what the offense
can do. Playing with tempo also suits Haskins. The one negative
from the opener was his third-quarter interception, but overall,
he showed poise and maturity. Texas State managed just 100
yards on 10 of 25 passing against Rutgers. EDGE: OHIO STATE

RUTGERS PASS OFFENSE vs.
OHIO STATE PASS DEFENSE
Haskins is young, but Rutgers QB Artur Sitkowski is even
more inexperienced. He last week became the first true freshman
quarterback to start a season opener for Rutgers since 2001. He
was 20 of 30 for 205 yards and a TD but had three picks in his
debut. That was a cakewalk compared to what the Buckeyes
should offer with the likes of a D-line that has Nick Bosa, Chase
Young and others. OSU got scorched several times by Oregon
State because safety Jordan Fuller did not play due to a hamstring
injury. The Beavers had 196 yards passing, a figure that won't go
unnoticed by the Ohio State staff. EDGE: OHIO STATE

SPECIAL TEAMS

OSU punter Drue Chrisman was used only one time vs.
Oregon State, but it proved to be a dandy. His 65-yarder pinned
the Beavers at their 3 and led to a fumble recovery and score by
Bosa. Kicker Sean Nuernberger was reliable, if not a bit tired, per
usual. Adam Korsak averaged 39.3 yards on three punts with a
long of 47 for Rutgers, and Blackshear had a kick return of 21
yards and has the potential to be a threat. EDGE: OHIO STATE

INTANGIBLES

Rutgers under former OSU assistant Chris Ash has lost the
past two games to the Buckeyes 58-0 in 2016 and 56-0 at home
last season. He's trying to turn the program into something good,
but it will take time and the Buckeyes will not offer a respite.
There's much for OSU to work on in its second game, but the
return of suspended head coach Urban Meyer to training on
Sept. 3 (he will not be allowed to coach the Rutgers game) will
provide a big motivating factor to eliminate the mistakes in front
of the boss during the week of the game. EDGE: OHIO STATE

PREDICTION
Ohio State can't afford to look ahead to the game at TCU
on Sept. 15, and Rutgers will present more of a challenge than
Oregon State. Still, the Buckeyes are eager to play with chips
on their shoulders and will not take prisoners. OHIO STATE 56,
RUTGERS 14

www.BuckeyeSports.com
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Raw, Athletic OT Allen Among OSU’s Top Targets

By GARRETT STEPIEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

When Jonathan Allen gave football a try as
a junior at Dayton Dunbar in 2017, he had no
idea what to expect.

Despite his athleticism, Allen initially
balked at the idea of becoming a two-sport
athlete by way of the gridiron. Originally a
punishing post player on his high school
basketball squad, Allen eventually gave in to
then-head coach Darran Powell’s overtures.

About a year later, it’s fair to say the reluc-
tant decision completely changed Allen’s life.
After his first season of football, Allen racked
up nearly 20 offers from Division I schools.
Among them, eight Big Ten programs got
involved, including Ohio State.

After multiple trips back and forth on
Interstate 70 from Dayton to Columbus, Allen
broke through May 3 when the Buckeyes
extended a scholarship offer. Since then,
OSU has remained heavily involved with the
massive offensive lineman.

“It's been crazy,” Allen told BSB. “I tell
everyone — I never expected it to be like this
in foothall. I didn’t even want to play at first.
But now, it’s kind of like a crazy thing to
think about looking back on how things have
changed.”

Allen debuted for his senior campaign with
the Wolverines on Aug. 25 at Huber Heights
(Ohio) Wayne, where Dunbar dropped a
350 dud against Columbus DeSales in the
Backyard Blitz, a season-opening showcase
on a neutral-site field.

From the sidelines of Heidkamp Stadium,
Allen broke down the latest as he navigates
his blossoming recruitment. Up to a solid
physical frame of 6-6 and 315 pounds, Allen
attacked his first full offseason in the weight
room at Dunbar.

“] started to focus more in on football,
less on other sports and stuff like that,” Allen
said. “I just got into the weight room and hit
it hard. I know I'm a little behind, so I had to
catch back up.

Help BSB Grow

Loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers
frequently ask us what they can do to help
keep BSB vibrant in this increasingly elec-
tronic age. One of the things readers can
do is introduce BSB to new readers who
might find our Ohio State sports content
interesting. In order to help you do that, we
are offering an opportunity to send four free
trial issues to potential subscribers. We will
then offer your potential subscriber a very
special offer to get them to join the fold of
loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers.

We are also offering a special $19.95
subscription rate for gifts for our service
men and women. It's nice to send a little
bit of home to those all over the world who
are protecting us. Don’t forget to include an
APO address when applicable and remem-
ber, any subscription includes electronic
access to BSB, so our Buckeyes in uniform
will be able to enjoy their BSB immediately,
wherever they are.

This four free trial issue offer is not
good for current subscribers. This offer
is to introduce readers to Buckeye Sports
Bulletin. You can conveniently email your
names and addresses to subscriptions@
buckeyesports.com or mail them to P.O.
Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212.

“My kickbacks have gotten better, my
strength on the line and my time coming off
the ball. It’s all gotten better. I've become
faster and more agile, too.”

Wolverines head coach Corey Freed
comes from the high school football scene
in Texas, where the game might as well be
religion. Freed is focused on developing Allen
to his full potential — the same way he did as a
coach at Waco and McGregor high schools in
the Lone Star State.

“The word that comes to mind is just
raw,” Freed told BSB. “It’s his second year
playing football. The growth that he makes
week to week in the game is just really a
pleasure to watch. For him, he’s going to
continue to get better. Any team that gets
him at the next level is going to be able to
look at him two or three years down the
road and say, ‘Man, we got a steal of a kid,
wherever he was.” He’s going to grow so
much in his potential and knowledge of the
game. Once he gets all that technique down,
the technique he needs to be successful, he’s
going to take off.

“But right now, we're getting in the weight
room and we’re introducing him to a lot of the
technical aspects of the lift that I'm trying to
get him to learn and really instill in him. The
in-season and offseason (growth) will really
be crucial for him to reach the next stage of
his potential.”

After the May offer from OSU, Allen
returned to campus for two June visits. On
Ohio State’s suggestion, he first camped
with the Buckeyes on June 8 and competed
under offensive line coach Greg Studrawa’s
tutelage.

“Coach Stud is great,” Allen said. “He’s
a very aggressive coach. He doesn’t like to
get beat. Every time I'm there, at the camps,
he’d put me first, like, ‘Hey, Jon, you’re next,
you’re next.” He showed me that he’ll be on
me every play, every practice, every snap of
the ball.”

Allen came back to Ohio State on June 16,
camping until a pulled hamstring sidelined
him for the rest of the day. Still, he got to build
his bond with the Buckeye coaches and hang
around the Woody Hayes Athletic Center, as
one of the few campers allowed to tour inside
the facilities throughout the afternoon.

“It was great,” Allen said of OSU. “The
coaches seem that they love me. They told
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Get To Know: Jonathan Allen

High School - Dayton Dunbar
Position - Offensive Tackle

— 247Sports

Height, Weight - 6-6, 315 pounds

Rankings - Allen is rated as a three-star prospect, the No. 43 offensive
tackle and No. 490 overall player in the 247Sports composite.

Player Evaluation - “Jonathan Allen put himself on the recruit-
ing radar last season as a junior at Dayton Dunbar, as college coaches
took notice of his size and footwork. Allen credits his footwork to his
basketball playing days, and when combined with his length it's easy
to see why he has accumulated nearly 20 offers at this point in time.”

me, ‘It’s all fun and games up here (at camp),
but when it’s time to grind, we grind.””

As he sorts through his laundry list of
offers, Allen has identified Ohio State as one of
the favorites. Although no dates were in mind
when Allen spoke with BSB, he expressed his

hopes to make trips to several schools before
he comes closer to a commitment decision.

“I don’t know when, exactly,” Allen said.
“But I want to get to somewhere like UC
(Cincinnati), Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio
State. Just no definites.”
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 SCANNING TO DISK

1349 Delashmut Avenue ¢ Columbus, OH 43212

Phone: 614-299-9770 « Fax: 614-299-9786
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SEPT. 6-9

THURSDAY — 6:40
FRIDAY — 6:40
Post-game fireworks show

SATURDAY — 4:10

Joe Morgan Replica Statue,
presented by Queen City Sausage

(First 20,000 fans)

Tenth Avenue North Post-Game Faith Concert,
presented by Prasco

SUNDAY - 1:10
FAMILY SUNDAYS,
presented by Klosterman Bakery

Eugenio Suarez Fathead® Wall Decal,
presented by Panera Bread

(Kids 14 & younger)

Family Sunday Ticket Offer
1 Full-Price Ticket + 3 Half-Price Tickets*!

Mascot T-Ball Game
More than 20 mascots from local schools and
businesses play on the field before the game.

SEPT. 10-12

MONDAY — 6:40
TUESDAY — 6:40

WEDNESDAY — 12:35
Cincinnati Chamber Business Day Special

$20 includes a View Level Ticket and *10 in Concession Credits*

reds.com/Skip

SEPT. 25-26

TUESDAY — 6:40

Bark in the Park, presented by
Rachael Ray Nutrish and Kroger .

Enjoy the game with your Furry Friend!
Exclusive packages available at reds.com/DogDay

WEDNESDAY— 6:40

Senior Citizen Special, presented by St. Elizabeth Healthcare

Fans 50 and older can purchase non-premium
tickets at half price*!

SEPT. 28-30

FRIDAY — 6:40

Post-game fireworks show,
presented by Adams Recovery Center

SATURDAY — 4:10

Knock Cancer Out of the Park

Join Greater Cincinnati's cancer care, support and
survivor communities in coming together to fight cancer.
Knock Cancer Out of the Park T-Shirt

(First 30,000 fans)

2018 Reds Team Photo - Free to all fans

SUNDAY — 3:10

FAMILY SUNDAYS,
presented by Klosterman Bakery

Tyler Mahle Fathead® Wall Decal,
presented by Starfire

(Kids 14 & younger)

Family Sunday Ticket Offer

1 Full-Price Ticket + 3 Half-Price Tickets*!

Fan Appreciation Day, presented by ACE Hardware

Prizes will be given away to lucky fans throughout the game!
Postcard entries accepted.

(513) 381-REDS (7337) [reds.Com)/TICKETS

*Some restrictions apply. Schedule and promotions subject to change.




OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Ohio State Loses ’'19 Commit, Hosts *20 Targets

As the August dead period came to a
close Sept. 1, Ohio State welcomed plenty
of prospects in the 2019, 2020 and 2021
recruiting classes at Ohio Stadium, where
the Buckeyes pummeled Oregon State for
a 77-31 victory to open the season.

RECRUITING
OUTLOOK

Garrett Stepien

With the evaluation period in play until
Nov. 24, the recruiting trail is about to heat
up. Although Ohio State lost a commitment
from its 2019 group before the opener,
movement with targets in that cycle as
well as the 2020 class could result in good
news for the Buckeyes when interaction
between coaches and recruits increases.

The Buckeyes remained near the top of
the 247Sports composite team rankings for
both cycles. Although Ohio State slipped
outside of the top 10 nationally at No. 12
with 14 commitments for the 2019 class,
the Buckeyes boasted the country’s No. 3
group for the 2020 cycle with six pledges.

‘What follows is a recap of the Buckeyes’
recruiting efforts since BSB last went to
press. Despite a significant decommit-
ment, new offers and recent visitors have
Ohio State trending in the right direction
as the Buckeyes regroup.

www.ElagLadyUsa

To keep in the loop on Ohio State
recruiting, stay tuned with BSB’s 24/7
full-service website, BuckeyeSports.com,
a free service for Buckeye Sports Bulletin
print subscribers. Members can sign up by
emailing their name and address to sub-
scriptions@buckeyesports.com to receive
simple instructions on how to access the
website.

4-Star LB Patterson
Decommits From OSU

Two days after Ohio State announced
its three-game suspension of head coach
Urban Meyer, the Buckeyes lost a com-
mitment Aug. 24 when Nashville (Tenn.)
Christ Presbyterian Academy four-star
linebacker Kane Patterson dropped from
the 2019 recruiting class.

First reported by Brent Dougherty of
104.5 The Zone in Nashville, Patterson’s
decommitment brings Ohio State’s num-
ber of pledges down to 14 for the current
cycle. The possibility of Patterson decom-
mitting was reportedly brewing for weeks,
with factors such as proximity to home
and a newer offer playing a role. He leaves
the Buckeyes without much depth at his
position.

Outside of Patterson, Ohio State’s only
other linebacker commitment is Lexington,
Ohio, four-star Cade Stover. While the No.
140 overall prospect, No. 9 outside line-
backer and No. 4 player in Ohio remains
solid to the Buckeyes, Stover (6-5, 235)
could very well grow into a defensive end
at the next level. Patterson (6-1, 225), who
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OSU Football Verbal Commitments

Players in the class of 2019 who have issued verbal commitments to play football at
Ohio State. (Star ratings reflect 247Sports composite rankings.)

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School

Jordan Battle S 6-1 187 k%% FortLauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas
Steele Chambers ATH 6-2 215 %% %% Roswell (Ga.) Blessed Trinity Catholic
Cormontae Hamilton TE 6-2 263 *kx%x Memphis (Tenn.) Whitehaven
Ronnie Hickman ATH 6-1 200 **%** Wayne (N.J.) DePaul Catholic

Ryan Jacoby OT 6-5 270 %% Mentor, Ohio

Sampson James RB 6-1 211 *%%* Avon, Ind.

Dwan Mathis QB 6-4 197 **%* Oak Park, Mich.

Harry Miller C 6-4 310 k% %% Buford, Ga.

Doug Nester OT  6-5%2 295 %% Huntington (W.Va.) Spring Valley
Noah Potter DE 6-5 250 *%%% Mentor, Ohio

Bryson Shaw S 6-2 175 **% Potomac (Md.) Bullis School

Cade Stover OLB 6-5 235 *%*%%* Lexington, Ohio

Garrett Wilson WR 6-0%2 181 %% Austin (Texas) Lake Travis

Craig Young ATH 6-4 200 *%% Fort Wayne (Ind.) Wayne

Players in the class of 2020 who has issued verbal commitments to play football at
Ohio State. (Star ratings reflect 247Sports composite rankings.)

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School

Lejond Cavazos S 6-0 186 **** Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy
Darvon Hubbard RB 6-0 200 **%% Scottsdale (Ariz.) Chaparral

Paris Johnson OT 6-7 285 k%% %% Cincinnati St. Xavier

Jack Miller QB 6-4 210 *%%% Scottsdale (Ariz.) Chaparral

Jake Wray OT 6-5 290 ***x*x Marietta, Ga.

Luke Wypler OL 6-3%2 285 %% Montvale (N.J.) St. Joseph Regional

had pledged to Ohio State on July 9 over
three SEC finalists, represented a true
linebacker commitment for the Buckeyes.

As the 247Sports composite’s No.
199 overall prospect, No. 9 inside line-
backer and No. 7 player in Tennessee,
Patterson’s recruitment reopened with sev-
eral Southern schools in play. Alabama,
Tennessee and Texas A&M were origi-

ADY;

QCKE*R*ROOM

THE * FLAG * LADY'S  FLAG * STORE

4567 North High Street Columbus, Ohio 43214
S

“The Stone with The Sponce!”

(614) 263-1776

nally in contention with Ohio State, but
Patterson’s offer from Clemson on Aug. 5
put the Tigers in a promising place before
he makes his commitment decision at a
later date.

Relationships Keep Recruits
Solid To Ohio State

Despite the departure of Patterson, for
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ASK AN ANALYST

With CBS Sports Network’s Tom Lemming

Over the past two months, Ohio State over-
came initial recruiting challenges and locked up
its quarterbacks of the future as Oak Park, Mich.,
2019 four-star Dwan Mathis and Scottsdale (Ariz.)
Chaparral 2020 four-star Jack Miller committed to
the Buckeyes.

After how much OSU struggled to get a signal
caller locked up, how big was it for head coach
Urban Meyer and the staff to get these two on board
for the next two cycles?

“TI've seen both of them. Miller (6-4, 210), he still has
another year but I met him. This kid is phenomenal. He’s
not your normal Ohio State quarterback - he fits into, I
thought, more of a pro-style offense — but he’s athletic,
he’s tall and he moves well. But I thought he was easily
one of the top three kids in the 2020 class.

“I went and saw Dwan (6-6, 205) twice because, since
I'm in Chicago, I go see him a lot. Dwan’s another tall,
very athletic quarterback. He’s the kind of guy that Ohio
State makes into a Heisman candidate. He’s not a polished
guy yet — he has room to grow — but that’s the kind of guy
they polish. With his athletic ability, he’s got that rip-like
arm. He’s going to be fantastic after he redshirts and plays
behind somebody for a year or two.

“They’re both big, big-time guys. At Ohio State, you
expect them to get those types of guys. But these two
especially are huge.”

Ohio State gained early momentum in the
2020 recruiting class with Marietta, Ga., four-star
offensive tackle Jake Wray, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG

Academy four-star Lejond Cavazos, Cincinnati St.
Xavier five-star offensive tackle Paris Johnson,
Miller, Montvale (N.J.) St. Joseph Regional four-star
offensive guard Luke Wypler and Scottsdale (Ariz.)
Chaparral four-star running back Darvon Hubbard.
How important are those six commitments so soon
in the next cycle?

“I just think, nowadays, it’s so important because of the
early signing period. When guys get things over with so
fast — a year ago, remember, Alabama got caught short-
handed because they were used to having the No. 1 class
almost seven or eight years in a row. What happened was
they got caught with their pants down because they didn’t
realize that first signing period was going to sign 80 per-
cent of the guys — because they were so good at stealing
guys at the end. They couldn’t do that that much. So it’s
super important. It gives you that extra push for the next
year. I think it’s very important to get going.

“Miller is probably going to be a five-star quarterback.
Wray is a four-plus guy. Lejond’s dad has been calling me
since he was a seventh-grader in Texas. Darvon is a very
good running back, overshadowed a bit by Miller, but I
also liked him. I thought he was the best running back
in the state (of Arizona), even though he’s only going to
be a junior. It goes on for Ohio State with the rest of the
guys like Johnson and Wypler. So they’ve gotten off to a
good start so far. Everybody they’ve gotten is a big-time
recruit.

“Miller was the most important. Quarterbacks bring in
running backs, wide receivers and offensive linemen. I'm

sure Miller was talking to Paris, working on guys and they
all build up their relationships. I've seen quarterbacks
dominate recruiting classes for their teams.”

Ohio State started its season Sept. 1 against
Oregon State at Ohio Stadium, where the Buckeyes
hosted plenty of prospects — committed and uncom-
mitted - for the 2019 and 2020 classes as the
recruiting calendar shifted to the evaluation peri-
od from Sept. 1-Nov. 24. Lewis Center (Ohio)
Olentangy Orange 2019 five-star defensive end Zach
Harrison, however, was not among them. In your
estimation, the longer he waits, how worried should
the Buckeyes be with Penn State and Michigan
involved?

“I recently talked to him, and as I ask every kid, he said
his dream school was Ohio State. Ohio State’s not going
to be beaten when it comes to giving a recruit attention,
either. Sometimes they overlook kids in Ohio because
they’ve become focused on national prospects, but not
when it comes to a kid like Zach Harrison. They’re going
to give him a lot of attention. I think they’re going to get
him.

“Penn State, they’ve become a real threat to Michigan
and Ohio State because head coach James Franklin is a
great recruiter — not a good one, but a great one. He’s up
there with Urban, James Franklin. Jim Harbaugh, with
all the nonsense and stuff, he’s also a good recruiter. So
you've got the three best recruiters in the Midwest bang-
ing heads. But in the long run, I think once Urban’s back
and coaching, Harrison will still end up with Ohio State.”

the most part the Buckeyes weathered the
storm of Meyer’s leave and subsequent
suspension.

At the forefront of Ohio State’s recruit-
ing efforts in Meyer’s absence, acting
head coach Ryan Day credited the staff’s
relationships with commitments and their
families.

When the Buckeyes ended their media
blackout Aug. 27, Day discussed the issue
further during a game-week press confer-
ence prior to the opener against Oregon
State.

“I think anytime you’re dealing with
recruiting, it goes back to relationships,”
Day said. “The relationships that the
coaches here have built are strong. Also
the quality of the young men that we're
bringing in here and the culture of those
kids is as strong as anyplace I've ever
been, and the support has been strong
from those recruiting classes.

“I can’t get into specifics or people, but
we have probably talked on a daily basis
with all of the kids. The communication
has been, ‘Hey, listen. You can ask ques-

wake of a university investigation involv-
ing Meyer’s handling of domestic abuse
allegations against former wide receivers
coach Zach Smith, Kristina Miller revealed

tions, but we may not have the
answers to them. But ask the
hard questions.’

“So there’s been open com-
munication with all of them, o
and because of that they have
all stuck together. I know that
they all communicate with each
other, and so that’s been a pos-
itive.”
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5-Star Miller, Mother
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her story as a survivor of abuse
when she stood by Meyer in a

‘\ statement.
. “If T thought for one sec-

.

R ond that Urban Meyer would

not only condone that kind of
behavior, but turn a blind eye
to it, as he’s been accused of
doing, he most certainly would
not be a dear friend and you
could bet our son would not
be spending the next four

N

Stand By Meyer

Buford, Ga., 2019 five-star
Ohio State commit Harry Miller, a center,
and his mother, Kristina, showed public
support for Meyer on Aug. 25 through a
series of tweets and statements. In the

Harry Miller

years of his life with him ... he
doesn’t and he didn’t,” a part
of Kristina Miller’s statement read. “His
biggest fault was in trying to help some-
one (Zach Smith) who obviously had too
many problems, some never proven and

Buckeye Sports BulletinBoard

RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per word, 10 cents for more than one
insertion. Minimum order of $5. No agency discounts. Make checks payable
to Buckeye Sports Bulletin. We accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover and
American Express.

All ads are uniformly set with the first two words set in boldface capital
letters at no charge. However, no other words may be set in boldface. Anyone
planning a larger or more distinct ad may receive our ad rate card upon
request.

We reserve the right to request additional information or merchandise
be submitted from advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad, and we reserve
the right to refuse advertisements considered objectionable.

Deadline is one week prior to publication date. Call (614) 486-2202 or
write P.O. Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212 for info.

WANTED TO buy: OSU basketball tickets/stubs from the 1960s,
"70s, "80s, "90s & 2000s. Call Mike at 704-995-0414.

“RIVALRY” SERIGRAPH by Leroy Neiman — 1973 limited-edition
serigraph, 21-by-28, signed and numbered 81 of 300. Framed and matted.
Retail $7,000. Price $6,500. Call (415) 602-7301.

WANTED TO buy: OSU foothall memorabilia, programs, tickets stubs,
pennants, championship rings, gold pants, helmets, autographs, game-used
equipment, small or large collections. Call Chris at (419) 957-6789.

FOR SALE — OSU-MICHIGAN Game, 1975 - original RADIO broad-
cast on CD! Woody’s last great team & Archie’s last UM game as Bucks
go 11-0! Three-disk set runs 3% hours! Listen in your car! $25 +$3 S
& H. Call 1-630-527-8890!

CLEAN BUCKEYES - 6.3-pound cases at just $12 per case, plus
shipping! This is dry weight, as these buckeyes have been hand cleaned
and dried — beautiful! Get them here first! Call (630) 527-8890!

WANTED TO buy: OSU football memorabilia and equipment, pro-
grams, pennants, glasses, books, jerseys, helmets, ticket stubs. One item
or a hundred. Will travel. Call George at (614) 506-1081.

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz and other members of the
BSB staff are available to speak at your business, social or alumni group
meetings. Informative and fun. Call (614) 486-2202 for details.

many unknown, a choice now I imagine he
deeply regrets. I know this man well, he is
imperfectly human, but not malicious or
unkind. If you ask anyone who truly knows
him, they will tell you the same.”

Other mothers, such as Stacey Wray,
the mother of Ohio State freshman offen-
sive tackle Max Wray and Marietta, Ga.,
2020 four-star offensive tackle commit Jake
Wray, took to Twitter after Kristina Miller.

“I too would not trust my boy - let alone
both boys - to a program if I didn’t believe
in the leadership TOP to bottom,” a part of
Stacey Wray’s tweet read. “I'm proud to be

Continued On Page 30
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5-Star Harrison Still Considering OSU, PSU, U-M

Continued From Page 29

a #BuckeyeMom and it’s an honor to call
Coach Meyer a friend.”

Harry Miller (6-4, 300), who announced
his commitment June 10, remains solid to
the Buckeyes and Meyer despite previous-
ly reported pushes from other schools. As
the 247Sports composite’s No. 33 overall
prospect, No. 2 center and No. 7 player in
Georgia, Miller is the second-highest-rated
recruit in Ohio State’s 2019 class. Austin
(Texas) Lake Travis five-star wide receiver
commitment Garrett Wilson (6-0%, 181)
is the Buckeyes’ top-rated pledge as the
247Sports composite’s No. 14 overall pros-
pect, No. 2 wide receiver and No. 2 player
in Texas.

5-Star DE Harrison
Still Mulling Decision

Lewis Center (Ohio) Olentangy Orange
2019 five-star defensive end Zach Harrison
remains uncommitted as he considers
Michigan, Ohio State and Penn State
among his three finalists.

Harrison (6-5%, 243) is the 247Sports
composite’s No. 4 overall prospect, No. 3
weak-side defensive end and No. 1 player
in Ohio. On the outskirts of Columbus in
Lewis Center, Harrison has plenty of atten-
tion as the Buckeyes’ top target — regard-
less of class — in their own back yard.

After he postponed a previously planned
decision, originally set for his birthday on
Aug. 14, BSB caught up with Harrison after
his high school team’s season opener Aug.
24. Harrison has no new decision date in
mind as he continues to weigh the three
among his finalists.

“It’s just that I like all the schools,”
Harrison told BSB. “It’s different things
about each school. But through this, I call
all the coaches, all the players and I'm
picking the best of the best.”

While the Buckeyes were without
Meyer, Harrison said Ohio State’s inves-
tigation and its subsequent suspension of
the head coach has no bearing on how he
navigates his recruitment.

“I haven’t really been worried about

A Look Back At Recruiting From The Pages Of BSB

30 Years Ago - 1988

As Ohio State worked on its 1989 recruiting
class, the Buckeyes were in some contact with
an in-state product who was posting gaudy
numbers in high school.

Portsmouth, Ohio, running back Troy
Parker went off for a career-high 237 yards
and three touchdowns. He hoped it might
spark more interest from OSU.

“I've been looking at Michigan State quite
a bit,” Parker said. “They must have sent me
15 or 16 letters about the university so far. But
| would also be very interested in Ohio State. |
would be very interested in them. But, so far,
| haven't heard much from them. I'm hoping
to hear more from them now that the new
coaching staff has settled in.”

Parker's performance caught national prep
recruiting expert Tom Lemming’s attention.

“Most teams have a list of kids they keep
in contact with, but every once in a while,
one slips through that no one sees,” Lemming
said. “Parker may fit into that category.”

25 Years Ago - 1993

While Ohio State reportedly did not express
much interest due to academic concerns, an
Ohio prospect of note committed elsewhere.
Union City (Ohio) Mississinawa Valley running
back Curtis Enis issued a verbal pledge to
Penn State over offers from Michigan and
Indiana. Enis garnered some attention after he
rushed for 1,846 yards as a junior and earned
a second straight All-Ohio honor, but he was
carrying a 2.80 grade-point average and had
yet to achieve a minimum ACT score necessary
for freshman eligibility.

20 Years Ago - 1998

Ohio State kept a top talent home in
Columbus when Upper Arlington (Ohio) High
School running back Jesse Kline committed to

the Buckeyes. The 6-2, 215-pounder gave OSU
its 12th pledge of the 1999 recruiting class. He
chose Ohio State over finalists Michigan and
Notre Dame.

“The main thing for Ohio State was the
people and the coaching staff,” Kline said.
“I'just felt like these guys would help me to
become the person | could be and the best
football player | could be. | just had the best
feeling at OSU with the coaches and football
team.”

15 Years Ago - 2003

Defensive back Jamario O’Neal, Ohio
State's first commitment in the 2005 class,
transferred from Mansfield (Ohio) Senior
to Cleveland Glenville after legal troubles
surfaced. O'Neal was sentenced to 60 days in
the Richland (Ohio) County Juvenile Detention
Center and 50 hours of community service
after he admitted to charges of aiding and
theft and criminal damaging.

The story took another twist when
The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer reported that
Glenville head coach Ted Ginn Sr. was in
the process of gaining legal guardianship of
O’Neal. Ginn Sr.'s son, Ted Ginn Jr., was also
committed to the Buckeyes but as a member
of the 2004 class.

10 Years Ago - 2008

After an 18%2-hour drive from Florida to
Columbus, five-star running back Jaamal
Berry (5-11, 193) became Ohio State’s 25th
commitment for the 2009 class on his visit
to campus. The Miami Palmetto product
pledged to the Buckeyes over offers from
LSU, Michigan, Florida and Ole Miss, among
others. He was rated the No. 5 running back
in the country.

“I told Coach (Jim) Tressel in his office and
in front of my mom because it's her birthday,”

Berry told BSB on Aug. 31. “I thought that
would be a good time.”

Five Years Ago - 2013

On top of a 2014 class that had already
included Dontre Wilson, Jalin Marshall and
Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State gained another
playmaker commitment for the 2015 class
when the Buckeyes grabbed Canton (Ohio)
McKinley four-star running back Eric Glover-
Williams on Aug. 25.

As the No. 9 running back in the nation
and the No. 4 player in Ohio, the 5-10,
165-pounder’s pledge was seen to be a key
addition to head football coach Urban Meyer's
class.

“Being the first commit to the 2015 class
was big to Coach Meyer, so it was big to me as
well,” Glover-Williams said. “It's a place where
| can feel comfortable, and | love everything
about Ohio State. Coach Meyer is building a
championship team at Ohio State, and | have
to be a part of it.”

One Year Ago - 2017

Adding to what was, at the time, the No.
1 recruiting class in the country, Ohio State
got richer when four-star athlete L'Christian
“Blue” Smith committed Aug. 27 to the
Buckeyes. The 6-6, 206-pounder from Huber
Heights (Ohio) Wayne gave OSU its initial wide
receiver pledge as the third in-state commit
and the 17th overall member of the 2018
recruiting class. Smith chose Ohio State over
Kentucky.

“l just woke up one morning thinking,
‘I'm missing an opportunity here. This is an
opportunity that not many people get. This is
not setting me up just for football and my future,
but just a man making good money after | play,
after | graduate,” " Smith said. “It sets you up for
better opportunities at Ohio State.”

that,” Harrison said. “I'm just going to let
it play out however it’s going to play out.”

4-Star OSU Commit
Chooses All-Star Game

For the past three years, Ohio State has
been well represented in the U.S. Army All-
American Bowl. As the game goes through
a slight name variation to simply the All-
American Bowl, the Buckeyes appear to be
on pace for another strong showing when
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the 2019 contest takes place Jan. 5 in San
Antonio at 2 p.m. on NBC.

Roswell (Ga.) Blessed Trinity Catholic
four-star athlete Steele Chambers, who
committed April 18 to Ohio State, became
the latest future Buckeye to announce his
plans to play in the All-American Bowl.
Chambers (6-2, 215) shared his decision
Aug. 25 on Twitter.

“Officially committed to the 2019 All-
American Bowl,” part of Chambers’ tweet
read.

As the 247Sports composite’s No. 245
overall prospect, No. 16 athlete and No. 29
player in Georgia, Chambers is a marquee
member of Ohio State’s 2019 recruiting
class. He chose the Buckeyes over offers
from Alabama and Clemson, among other
powerhouse programs.

Chambers follows Wayne (N.].)
DePaul Catholic four-star athlete Ronnie
Hickman, Huntington (W.Va.) Spring
Valley four-star offensive tackle Doug
Nester, Wilson and Miller as the fifth
member of Ohio State’s 2019 recruiting
class to commit to the game. Last year,

the Buckeyes boasted nine pledges who
had accepted invitations.

2020 4-Star WR
Receives Offer

Despite the dead period, which pro-
hibits face-to-face contact but allows writ-
ten communication between coaches and
recruits, Ohio State remained active on
the trail with an Aug. 23 offer to Powder
Springs (Ga.) McEachern 2020 four-star
wide receiver Javon Baker.

The 6-1, 175-pounder hauled in his lat-
est scholarship offer from the Buckeyes to
add to a double-digit list of options. Baker
boasts offers from Florida State, Alabama
and Clemson since June 7.

Baker is ranked in the 247Sports com-
posite as the No. 115 overall prospect,
No. 21 wide receiver and No. 13 player in
Georgia for the 2020 recruiting class.

0OSU Offers Teammate
Of 2019 Commit

Among the abundance of prospects on
campus Sept. 1 for its season opener at
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Ohio Stadium, Ohio State hosted 2019 com-
mitments Nester and Fort Wayne (Ind.)
Wayne three-star athlete Craig Young.

Nester, who was the first pledge for the
Buckeyes’ 2019 class on Aug. 6 of last year,
made his latest trip back to Columbus after
he visited the weekend of April 14 for the
spring game. On his return, he brought a
few high school teammates from Spring
Valley. In fact, one of them left with a
scholarship on the table in 2021 offensive
tackle Wyatt Milum.

Milum (6-7, 245) already holds offers
from Penn State, Virginia Tech, Louisville
and Marshall in addition to the Buckeyes.

4-Star DT Cuts List,
Includes Buckeyes

As Ohio State selectively sifts through
the 2019 class and targets prospects at
defensive tackle, a position in which the
Buckeyes boast depth after they signed
three recruits for the 2018 cycle, a recent
offer is moving forward with a future in
Columbus still in play.

Salt Lake City (Utah) East four-star
defensive tackle Siaka Ika included Ohio
State in his top eight on Aug. 31. He
released the trimmed list through Twitter,
naming the Buckeyes among others in
consideration. Alabama, LSU, Ole Miss,
Oregon, USC, Utah and Washington
rounded out the list.

Ika (6-3, 351) reported an offer from
Ohio State on Aug. 1. He competed against
a pair of future Buckeyes in Nester and
Miller at The Opening Finals. The Dallas
Cowboys hosted the June 30-July 3 show-
case at their practice facility, The Star, in
Frisco, Texas.

The weekend of June 22-24 at USC,
Ika took the first of his five official visits.
He has his second official visit penciled
in for Oct. 13 at LSU, while the other
three remain to be seen. Ika is ranked
the 247Sports composite’s No. 160 overall
prospect, No. 11 defensive tackle and No.
1 player in Utah.

Michigan 2020 WR
Duo Visits Columbus

Among the notable targets in atten-
dance Sept. 1 for Ohio State’s season open-
er against Oregon State, the Buckeyes
hosted a pair of 2020 wide receivers from
Michigan in Bay City Central three-star
Devell Washington and Detroit King four-
star Rashawn Williams.

Washington (6-4, 210) was offered
by the Buckeyes on June 25 after he
impressed in front of the staff during his
camp performance at Friday Night Lights
on June 22. Williams, on the other hand,
has held an Ohio State offer since June 17
of last year and remains a top target for the
next cycle.

While the two trekked separately down
to Columbus, they connected during their
respective visits. In fact, Washington told
BSB, they sat together at the 'Shoe as the
Buckeyes routed the Beavers.

“Yeah, that’s my dude, that’s my dude,”
Washington said. “We sat next to each
other the whole time. We've gotten really
close. I can see myself playing with him,
oh yeah.”

Washington, who made his first visit
to Ohio State since Friday Night Lights,
envisioned what it would be like to line
up with Williams in the Buckeyes’ new-
and-improved offense. As Dwayne Haskins
spread the ball to various receivers and
recorded five touchdown passes in the
sophomore quarterback’s first career start,
Washington was impressed.

“Pretty much everybody played,”

Washington said of the wide receiver rota-
tion. “I was looking at that. It was like literally
everyone played. Everyone touched the ball.
“Man, it was like I was in heaven. Man, I
would literally take a bubble screen and run
it down the sidelines if I were in that offense.
Haskins, he sure can throw the ball.”
Washington spoke with acting head
coach Ryan Day and area recruiter Taver
Johnson after the game. Beforehand,
Washington was one of the first recruits
shown around on the field, led out of the
tunnel with his family by director of play-

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

er personnel Mark Pantoni. Afterward,
Washington caught up with Brian Hartline,
with whom Washington has developed a
strong bond in the short time Hartline has
served as interim wide receivers coach.

“The way he explains the game, it’s
like he literally fixes things for me,”
Washington said of Hartline. “When I go
out to my games on Friday nights, I take
what I learned from him. Verbally, I can
process what he’s trying to tell me. He
doesn’t even have to show me. That’s how
good he is.”

Williams, who previously visited Ohio
State on July 27 and met Hartline in per-
son, echoed those sentiments.

“l wasn’t really in contact with him
before, but me and him, we connected
once I got down there,” Williams said of
Hartline. “He’s a cool guy. He’s very ener-
getic. Everything about him is positive.
There isn’t really anything anybody would
say about him that is negative to me. He
has NFL experience, so he knows what it
takes to get to the NFL and he won’t expect
anything less from his players.”
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BIG TEN NOTES

3 Big Ten Schools Name Freshman Starting QBs

Starting a true freshman at quarterback
in college football is usually a sign of a
program entering a rebuilding stage, or the
result of an injury to a starter. In the case of
three Big Ten teams this year, the former is
what rings true.

BIG TEN NOTES

James Grega

Minnesota, Nebraska and Rutgers all
named true freshman starting quarterbacks
prior to their first games of the season as all
three programs are in the middle of major
program rebuilds.

The Golden Gophers were the first of the

three teams to name a starting quarterback,
when P.J. Fleck announced on Aug. 20 that
Zach Annexstad would take the first snaps
of the season at quarterback. Annexstad, a
Minnesota native and Bradenton (Fla.) IMG
Academy product, told the Twin Cities Pioneer
Press that he was elated about the opportunity
to start for the Gophers, but that he didn’t
exactly show it when Fleck first told him

“(Fleck) told me and I just said, ‘All right,
yes sir,’ ” Annexstad said. “I don’t know how
he thought I was going to react, but I was
pretty excited on the inside.

“The main thing is I'm just trying to - I'm
working to tune out the outside noise because
I just want to stay locked in. We have a game
coming up real quick in a couple of days,
and I'm just trying to stay locked in for my
teammates.”

In his first start as Minnesota’s quarter-

back, Annexstad completed 16 of 33 passes
for 220 yards and two scores in a 48-10 win
over New Mexico State on Aug. 30.

The next rookie quarterback to get
the starting nod in the Big Ten was Artur
Sitkowski at Rutgers.

Sitkowski beat out senior and team cap-
tain Gio Rescigno for the starting job, and
while the QB was named the starter before
taking a snap in a college game, head coach
Chris Ash said he doesn’t classify Sitkowski
as a freshman because of the experience he
earned by enrolling early and participating in
spring camp.

“They’re really not freshmen when they do
that,” Ash said. “When you combine the early
enrollment, all the training they’re getting year-
round at that position, the game has changed.
It really has. All those things combined, it has
led to more young guys having an opportunity
to compete and potentially play.”

In his first game as a starter, Sitkowski
completed 20 of 30 passes for 205 yards and
one TD with three interceptions in a 35-7 win
over Texas State.

The final freshman to earn a starting job
was Adrian Martinez at Nebraska.

Perhaps the least surprising of the three
first-year quarterbacks to win a starting spot,
Martinez beat out redshirt freshman Tristan
Gebbia for the job, which resulted in Gebbia
transferring to Oregon State.

Martinez’s debut was delayed, however,
when Nebraska’'s game against Akron was
canceled due to severe weather. Martinez
would have become the first true freshman to
start a game at Nebraska

U-M'’s Black Out With Injury

Michigan wide receiver Tarik Black
missed the majority of the 2017 season with
a broken left foot and is now expected to miss
significant time in 2018 after breaking his
right foot in fall camp.

Black, who was a four-star prospect in the
2017 class, hauled in 11 catches for 149 yards
and a touchdown in three games last year
before his season was cut short. Because of
the amount of time he missed, he was granted
a medical redshirt.

Wolverine head coach Jim Harbaugh

The
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BLG .
Standings

East Division

Conf. All
W L Pct. W L Pct.
Indiana - - - 1 0 1.000
Maryland - - - 1 0 1.000
Michigan State — - - 1 0 1.000
Ohio State - - - 1 0 1.000
Penn State - - - 1 0 1.000
Rutgers - - - 1 0 1.000
Michigan - - - 0 1 .000
West Division
Conf. All
W L Pct. W L Pct.
Northwestern 1 0 1.000 1 0 1.000
lllinois - - - 1 0 1.000
lowa - - - 1 0 1.000
Minnesota - - - 1 0 1.000
Wisconsin - - - 1 0 1.000
Nebraska - - - - - -
Purdue 0 1 .000 0 1 .000

Aug. 30 Scores
Minnesota 48, New Mexico State 10
Northwestern 31, Purdue 27

Aug. 31 Scores
Michigan State 38, Utah State 31
Wisconsin 34, Western Kentucky 3

Sept. 1 Scores
Ohio State 77, Oregon State 31
Maryland 34, Texas 29
lllinois 31, Kent State 24
Rutgers 35, Texas State 7
Penn State 45, Appalachian State 38 (OT)
lowa 33, Northern lllinois 7
Indiana 38, Florida International 28
Notre Dame 24, Michigan 17
Akron at Nebraska, Cancelled

Sept. 8 Games
New Mexico at Wisconsin, Noon (BTN)
Western Michigan at Michigan, Noon (FS1)
Duke at Northwestern, Noon (ESPNU)
Eastern Michigan at Purdue, Noon (BTN)
Rutgers at Ohio State, 3:30 p.m. (BTN)
Colorado at Nebraska, 3:30 p.m. (ABC)
lowa State at lowa, 5 p.m. (FOX)
Maryland at Bowling Green, 6 p.m. (ESPN+)
Virginia at Indiana, 7:30 p.m. (BTN)
Western lllinois at lllinois, 7:30 p.m. (BTN)
Fresno State at Minnesota, 7:30 p.m. (FS1)
Penn State at Pittsburgh, 8 p.m. (ABC)
Michigan St. at Arizona St., 10:45 p.m. (ESPN)

wouldn’t rule out the possibility of Black
returning at some point during the 2018 sea-
son but added that the 6-3, 215-pound receiver
will be out for “some weeks.”

“Both feet will be fixed,” Harbaugh said.
“You only have two feet. He’ll have them both
fixed. No doubt the best is yet to come for
Tarik Black.”

George Jr. Transfers (Again)

Michigan quarterback Jeff George Jr., the
son of longtime NFL signal caller Jeff George,
announced his transfer from Michigan to
Pittsburgh on Aug. 27 before ever suiting up
for the Wolverines.

George Jr. transferred to Michigan from
Illinois in the spring but lost a quarterback
battle to Ole Miss transfer Shea Patterson.

In two seasons at Illinois, George appeared
in 12 games, throwing for 1,743 yards and
11 touchdowns to 15 interceptions. He has
already enrolled in classes at Pitt, but the
NCAA has not yet ruled on whether the
graduate transfer will be eligible to play this
season. Regardless, George will have one
season left to play in 2019, if he so chooses.

Wisconsin WRs Suspended
Wisconsin’s top returning wide receiver,

Quintez Cephus, was suspended by the pro-

gram indefinitely following charges of sexual
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assault stemming from an incident in the
spring.

Cephus, who caught 30 passes for 501
yards and six touchdowns last season, faces
second- and third-degree sexual assault
charges, both of which are felonies and pun-
ishable with up to 40 years in prison. Cephus
has denied all wrongdoing.

In addition, Cephus’ teammate, roommate
and fellow wide receiver Danny Davis was
suspended for Wisconsin’s first two games of
the 2018 season for his alleged involvement
in the incident. He was not charged with any
wrongdoing but was mentioned in the criminal
complaint that accused Cephus of the assault.

“Based on the information I have available
to me at this time, I have decided to suspend
Danny Davis for the first two games of the
season,” head coach Paul Chryst said in a
statement Aug. 22. “Should further informa-
tion become available that warrants a re-eval-
uation of the length of the suspension, I will
assess that information. We have a high stan-
dard of conduct within our football program,
and we cannot accept behavior that is not
consistent with that standard.”

The Badgers opened the season with a
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34-3 win over Western Kentucky on Aug. 31
and are set to take on New Mexico on Sept. 8.

Dawkins Leaves IU

Quarterback Brandon Dawkins, who
transferred to Indiana from Arizona in the
spring, announced he was leaving the Hoosier
program, citing mental health concerns in an
Instagram post Aug. 29.

“The most important thing to me though
has been the joy that the game always brought
me,” Dawkins wrote. “Over the last couple
years I lost touch with that joy. I respect and
love the game, but I have lost touch with it. I
am not too proud to admit that I needed help.

“I am grateful for the sports psychology
team at both Arizona and Indiana for helping
me at some of the lowest points in my life. The
game has (been) getting me depressed and
hurting my well-being.”

Dawkins was the starting quarterback for
Arizona in 2016 and into 2017 before getting
beat out by Khalil Tate early in the 2017 sea-
son. In 22 career games for the Wildcats, he
threw for 2,418 yards, added another 1,582
on the ground and compiled 31 total touch-
downs.
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Peyton Ramsey beat Dawkins out for the
starting quarterback job this fall, a decision
that was announced by head coach Tom Allen
a week prior to Dawkins’ announcement.

Ferentz Passes Fry

Iowa’s methodical victory over Northern
Illinois on Sept. 1 wasn’t one that was going
to turn many heads on paper, but the victory
was a special one for longtime Hawkeye head
coach Kirk Ferentz.

The 33-7 win over the Huskies gave
Ferentz his 144th victory as the head man
at JTowa, pushing him past Hayden Fry as the
winningest head coach in program history.

The win was an emotional one for Ferentz,
who teared up following the game, leading to
his players following suit.

“Quarterbacks, running backs, tight ends
— the whole nine yards. Everybody was cry-
ing,” starting left tackle Levi Paulsen told
the Des Moines Register. “I think everybody
realizes that the University of Iowa is a special
place. The culture that Coach Ferentz has
(built) and sustained over time is just second
to none.”

The Hawkeyes carried just a 3-0 lead into

halftime before scoring 30 straight points in
the second half. The Huskies added a late
touchdown to avoid the shutout.

B1G Players Of The Week

Outside of Ohio State’s offensive explosion
against Oregon State, there were plenty of
other standout performances in the Big Ten
during week one of the college football season.

Purdue’s Rondale Moore particularly
impressed in his first college football game
ever, as the freshman wide receiver carried
the ball twice for 79 yards and a touchdown
while adding 11 receptions for 109 yards and
another score in a 31-27 loss to Northwestern
on Aug. 30. Moore finished the game with 313
all-purpose yards, setting a new school record
in the process.

In the same game, Wildcat running back
Jeremy Larkin carried 26 times for 143 yards
and a pair of scores in his first game as
Northwestern’s premier back.

Reigning Big Ten Freshman of the Year
Jonathan Taylor continued his torrid pace on
the ground, rushing for 145 yards and two
touchdowns on 18 carries in a 34-3 rout of
Western Kentucky on Aug. 31.
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OHIO STATE MEN’'S BASKETBALL

OSU’s Woods Easing Into Leadership Role

For the majority of the offseason, Ohio
State head coach Chris Holtmann and his
staff were desperate to find a graduate-trans-
fer point guard who could step in right
away to play a prominent role on the floor
in 2018-19.

COURTIREPORI]
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The loss of Andrew Dakich to graduation
left Ohio State with only one true point guard
on the roster in C.J. Jackson, and while
Duane Washington and Luther Muhammad
were added as part of the 2018 recruiting
class, there was a noticeable void in both

leadership and depth at the position. So
when Holtmann landed Keyshawn Woods
from Wake Forest for his final
season of college basketball, it
was, needless to say, a big deal.

Woods chose Ohio State over
a handful of other schools, mainly
because of his prior relationship
with Holtmann and his staff. He
had previously been recruited
to play at Gardner-Webb when
Holtmann was the head coach
there from 2010-13 but ultimately
chose to play at Charlotte, com- [/
mitting in August of 2013.

Woods spent just one year
at Charlotte before transferring to Wake
Forest, where he played two seasons and
averaged 12.2 points per game. Holtmann
had attempted to recruit Woods to Butler
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following his lone season at Charlotte but
was once again unsuccessful.

After dealing with injuries
and starting just five of 28 games
played last season, Woods decid-
ed to again transfer schools for
his final year.

“Originally I wanted to go
somewhere where I could get
healthy and somewhere I could
play and be a big factor,” Woods
said Aug. 29. “Also, a team that
has an opportunity to go to the
tournament. Coach Holt has been
recruiting me for a while now. He
recruited me out of high school,
he recruited me when he was at Butler, and
so I already had a relationship with him. The
way they do things and how the coaches are
really family-oriented and the guys are really
close, that drew me to OSU.

“All of (the coaches) have a common goal
for each of us,” he added. “They really work
towards making sure we reach our goals,
and that right there is what stuck with me.”

For Holtmann, the third time was the
charm for landing Woods, and the graduate
transfer has already made an impact, helping
the Buckeyes to a perfect 3-0 finish on their
August trip to Spain.

Holtmann said while there are things he
is still learning about Woods, he has already
been impressed with the way point guard
can create for himself and others with the
ball in his hands.

“It's a different relationship when
you're coaching him on a day-to-day basis,”

Holtmann explained. “What we are trying
to learn is who he is in critical moments of a
game.. He’s a guy that I want to stay aggres-
sive and stay assertive. We could play him at
a variety of positions this year. I think he will
be one of our leading playmakers this year
because of his willingness to move the ball.”

Woods added that the coaching staff has
made the extra effort to get to know him as
a player more by watching extra film with
him, something he is excited about. As a
graduate senior, Woods added that one of
the other things that attracted him to Ohio
State was how Holtmann’s staff helped Keita
Bates-Diop develop into a Big Ten Player of
the Year in just one season.

“The way they transformed and helped
Keita and (Jae’Sean Tate), that helped,”
Woods said. “We are still trying to figure
each other out. They talk to me every day
and ask me how I am doing and ask me
if I need anything. When it comes to our
workouts, they are on point with everything.
I watch a lot of film with them. They ask me
where I am comfortable at.”

Once he becomes comfortable and settles
into his role, Woods will likely be asked
to accept a larger leadership role with the
Buckeyes.

Initially, Holtmann said he wanted Woods
to ease into an advisory role as a new addition
to the roster. However, as he continues to get
acclimated, Woods said he is beginning to
accept a more traditional leadership role as one
of the most experienced players on the roster.

“Coming in, C.J. has been here, Joey
(Lane) has been here. This summer, I just
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OHIO STATE MEN'’S BASKETBALL

OSU Basketball Verbal Commitments

Players in the class of 2019 who have issued verbal commitments to play basketball
at Ohio State. (Star ratings reflect 247Sports composite rankings.)

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
DJ Carton PG 6-1 189 %% %% Bettendorf, lowa
Alonzo Gaffney SF 6-9 190 *%%%* Wolfeboro (N.H.) Brewster Academy

kind of sat back and was watching how they
do things, how people are, and just evaluat-
ing a lot,” Woods said. “Coach Holt told me
as time goes on, I am going to need to be a
voice. He is just letting me get acclimated
and see how everybody does everything and
how each player is. Pretty soon, I think a
leadership role will be pretty huge.”

Daunting Schedule

Ohio State’s leadership, whether it comes
from Woods or elsewhere, will likely be
tested early and often in the 2018-19 season.

The Buckeyes open the regular season
with a road game against Cincinnati (Nov.
7), a team that won 30 games last season.
Holtmann’s squad is also set to travel to
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Creighton (Nov. 15) to take on a Blue Jay
team that also made the NCAA Tournament
last season and won 21 games.

Add in a home game against Syracuse
(Nov. 28) and a neutral-site contest against
UCLA (Dec. 22) in Chicago, and Ohio State’s
nonconference slate — sandwiched around
conference games against Minnesota (Dec.
2) and Illinois (Dec. 5) —is challenging, espe-
cially for a young team.

Ohio State features four true freshmen
and three sophomores, as the Buckeyes
have six newcomers overall to the team this
season. The Buckeyes’ nonconference slate
is daunting, but Woods, who played two
seasons in the rugged ACC, has plenty of
experience to bring to the table.

“Itis going to be really important because
we start with Cincinnati and they are always
tough,” Woods said. “I have never played
them, but I know how they play. We just
have to keep very poised. As an older guy
and a vet that has been through it, and been
in the ACC and played a lot of tough teams,
you just have to make sure you stay poised
from freshmen to upperclassmen.”

Jackson and Woods will be the only
seniors on the roster this season who will
play significant minutes, with Lane, a for-
mer walk-on, being the only other four-year
player for Ohio State. Holtmann said there is
no denying the Buckeyes will lean on their
veterans early in the season.

“It's going to be critical,” the coach said.
“T've (coached) at Cincinnati and at Creighton,
and we also have some really challenging
home games. But those two early road tests
are going to be environments that will be as
challenging as anyplace in the country. To
have those in the opening weeks of the sea-
son, we are really going to rely on our veteran
guys. It’s a significant challenge.”

Ohio State’s full nonconference slate also

features home games against Purdue-Fort
Wayne (Nov. 11), South Carolina State (Nov.
18), Samford (Nov. 20), Cleveland State (Nov.
23), Bucknell (Dec. 15), Youngstown State
(Dec. 18) and High Point University (Dec. 29).

Final Push for Liddell

The top remaining target for Ohio State
in the 2019 recruiting class, EJ Liddell made
his official visit to Columbus for the foot-
ball team’s 77-31 win over Oregon State.
He spent the weekend on campus and was
joined by two potential future classmates.

Alonzo Gaffney and DJ Carton, Ohio State’s
two commiits in the 2019 class, made the trip to
Columbus to spend time with Liddell as part of
a pitch to bring the Illinois native to Ohio. The
four-star forward out of Belleville, Ill., listed
Ohio State, Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin and
Kansas State as his final five schools on Aug.
13 and is expected to make his decision before
the end of October.

Ohio State is the first of Liddell’s five
scheduled official visits with trips to Missouri
(Sept. 7), Kansas State (Sept. 28), Wisconsin
(Oct. 5) and Illinois (Oct. 12) to follow.
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BUCKEYE BRIEFS

Men'’s Soccer Gets
Off To Slow Start

The Ohio State men’s soccer team opened
the 2018 campaign Aug. 24, and while the
Buckeyes played in front of a home crowd of
almost 2,000 people, the home team failed to
find the back of the net.

The Buckeyes dropped their first game of
the season, 2-0, to Furman after Ohio State
managed just one shot on goal in the first half
against the Paladins.

Furman scored in the seventh minute and
again in the 54th minute. Buckeye goalkeeper
Parker Siegfried managed four saves on the
day, but it wasn’t enough to get the victory as
Ohio State tallied just seven shots, four of which
were saved by Furman goalkeeper Ben Hale.

Two days later, on Aug. 26, the Buckeyes
rebounded with a 1-0 win over Hofstra in
Columbus, the first win of the Brian
Maisonneuve era at Ohio State. The lone goal
of the game was scored by midfielder Jake
Scheper, who found the back of the net in the
65th minute of play.

The Buckeyes outshot Hofstra 18-8 on the
day, pulling the team to 1-1 on the season.

“It's a great feeling,” Maisonneuve said
after the game. “We've been building the
whole time and we still have some work to
do, but like I told the boys, it’s a process. They
went out there today in tough conditions vs. a
good Hofstra team and created a lot of chanc-
es. We could have had another one or two so |
thought overall it was a good performance. To
get the first win at home is fantastic.”

Unfortunately for Ohio State, the Buckeyes
couldn’t keep the momentum going, as they
dropped their third contest of the season on

Donald F. Bowen DDS,

& Associates

a neutral field in Dayton, 1-0, to Marshall on
Aug. 31.

The Thundering Herd struck in the sec-
ond minute of action and held that lead for the
remainder of the game, holding Ohio State to
12 shots, while Marshall goalkeeper Paulo
Pita made five saves in the victory.

The fourth game of the campaign also
ended in defeat, as Ohio State dropped anoth-
er 1-0 contest, this time to UW-Milwaukee,
also played in Dayton on Sept. 2.

Ohio State and UW-Milwaukee played to a
scoreless tie until the 16th minute when Ohio
State’s Mitch Bergman buried a header into
the back of the net. However, the goal was
waved off due to an offside call, leaving the
game scoreless.

The Panthers broke the tie in the 31st
minute when Evan Conway deflected a cross
into the net from 12 yards out. The Buckeyes
failed to answer, falling to 1-3 on the season.

Women's Soccer
Wins 3 Straight

The women’s soccer team got off to a
rough start in 2018 but quickly righted the
ship in its second week of action.

After dropping a pair of 2-0 losses to Duke
and North Carolina, the Buckeyes rattled
off three straight shutout victories against
Florida, Morehead State and Notre Dame,
outscoring the three opponents by a com-
bined score of 10-0.

The first win of the season came Aug. 24 in
Gainesville, Fla., as the Buckeyes took down
the Gators, 1-0. After a scoreless first half, Ohio
State got on the scoreboard in the 56th minute
when forward Kayla Fischer slipped a shot by

CONVENIENT LOCATION!
1264 N. High St., Columbus 43215

(Between 5th and 6th Avenues on High Street)

the Florida goalkeeper from 6 yards out to give
the Buckeyes the lead for good, despite the
Gators outshooting Ohio State 13-9.

After a matchup with Duquesne scheduled
for Aug. 26 in Columbus was canceled due to
inclement weather, Ohio State returned to
action Aug. 30 and plastered Morehead State,
80, at home.

Ohio State outshot the Eagles 37-0 as five
different Buckeyes scored, including fresh-
man Emaly Vatne, who put together a hat
trick for OSU, finding the back of the net in
the 41st, 68th and 73rd minutes. It was the
15th hat trick in school history.

“This is all really exciting,” Vatne said. “I
was happy to score my first goals at home, but
this was a really good result for us as a team.
It was good to have our home opener finally.
This result is great, but we're looking forward
to our next opponent.”

Fischer, Marissa Birzon and Talani Barnett
each scored once for Ohio State in the victory
while Alyssa Baumbick scored twice.

The Buckeyes kept the positive momen-
tum going Sept. 2, when Ohio State collected
a 1-0 win over Notre Dame in South Bend,
Ind., to push itself over the .500 mark at 3-2.

The game remained scoreless until the
80th minute when freshman Blair Cowan
scored her first career goal from 10 yards out
on a cross from Izzy Rodriguez.

Ohio State is set to return to the pitch Sept.
7 against Florida Gulf Coast in Columbus,
with kickoff set for 5 p.m.

Women'’s Volleyball Win
5 Of 6 To Open 2018

The women’s volleyball team opened

the 2018 season with a strong 5-1 start
in late August and into early September,
collecting wins over Albany, Ohio, Texas
A&M, Southern Mississippi and Samford,
with the lone loss coming at the hands of
Ole Miss.

The Buckeyes opened the campaign with
a 3-1 victory over Albany on Aug. 24 at St.
John Arena, Kkicking off the final year of wom-
en’s volleyball in the historic gym. Ohio State
is scheduled to move into the new Covelli
Arena when it is completed next season.

Ohio State’s 3-1 win over Albany came
in blowout fashion with the lone set defeat
appearing to be more of an anomaly. The
Buckeyes took the win 25-17, 21-25, 25-16,
25-13 with only one lead change outside of
the second set.

Ohio State’s Lauren Witte led all players
with 20.5 points and 19 Kkills while Vanja
Bukilic contributed 15.0 in the victory. As a
team, the Buckeyes collected eight blocks
and 54 Kills.

The Buckeyes returned to the court the
next day and made quick work of in-state
opponent Ohio University, 3-0 (25-14, 25-22,
25-11).

Again it was Witte (15.0 points) and
Bukilic (11.5 points) leading the way for the
Buckeyes, who held the Bobcats to a .148
attacking percentage. No player on Ohio’s
roster scored more than 7.5 points with Ohio
State improving its record to 2-0 on the sea-
son.

The final game of Ohio State’s home-
stand came against Texas A&M on Aug. 25,
resulting in another 3-0 (25-19, 25-16, 25-20)
Buckeye victory.
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From The Pages Of BSB

35 Years Ago - 1983

At the start of practice prior to the season, three football
players did not pass their physical exams.

Starting defensive back Kelvin Bell became the latest,
joining offensive linemen Dan Bachorski and Tom Glancy. Bell
was unable to record a passing time in either the 880-meter or
12-minute runs, which were both prerequisites for the workout.

30 Years Ago - 1988

Before the season, the NCAA introduced 34 rule changes
to college football. They included allowing multiple timeouts
to be used between downs, banning late substitutions for
kicking teams to create confusions, keeping the ball alive
on failed point-after attempts such as blocked kicks where
defensive players could advance the ball for scoring two-point
touchdowns, determining forward progress on the sidelines
where a player crosses instead of where he lands, and using
multiple timeouts consecutively to “ice” a prospective field-
goal kicker.

25 Years Ago - 1993

Ohio State routed Rice for a 34-7 win in its season opener,
but the Buckeyes were without a pair of senior offensive linemen
due to disciplinary action handed down by the NCAA. Jason
Winrow and Rod Smith missed the game after serving one-game
suspensions after being cited for making long-distance telephone
calls and charging them to an unauthorized third party.

They charged calls to multiple different university numbers,
notably athletic department lines. The calls came to light
when an Ohio State political science administrator discovered
unauthorized calls on a department number, subsequently
reporting the observation to superiors. Smith charged $507.39
in calls, while Winrow’s total came out to $149.76.

“The minute we found out about it, we turned ourselves (to
the NCAA),” said head coach John Cooper. “We don't like it,
but these players know the rules. They have to pay the price.”

20 Years Ago - 1998

Several football players were in danger of failing to qualify

academically before Ohio State’s season, needing to lift their
grade-point averages to 2.0. The trio of starters and All-
America candidates of linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer, safety
Damon Moore and guard Rob Murphy were at the forefront
of the news in addition to defensive end James Cotton and
defensive tackle Clinton Wayne. As they finished up their
second term of summer classes, the handful of Buckeyes missed
multiple practices. Fall camp was set to end Aug. 28 before
OSU opened its season Sept. 5 against West Virginia.

“I' know a lot of people are worried, but I'm going to take
care of business and I'm going to be out there Sept. 5,” said
Katzenmoyer, who was the reigning Butkus Award winner. “I
had a lot of personal problems in winter and spring, which
caused my grades to go down. But I'm just doing what I've got
to do. | screwed up in the winter and the spring, so now I've
got to put my time in.”

15 Years Ago - 2003

Ohio State officials did not disclose all of the involved
players’ names, but they confirmed on Aug. 20 that 10 football
players had violated NCAA rules, leaving those Buckeyes
ineligible for the previous six days.

The group, which reportedly included two-way star Chris
Gamble, got flagged after it signed autographs in May while
working during an Ohio Health Care Association convention at
the Greater Columbus Convention Center. OSU athletic director
Andy Geiger said the university ruled the players immediately
ineligible Aug. 14 when the infractions were reported. They
were reinstated Aug. 20.

The players received an hourly wage at a convention booth
reportedly operated by NCS HealthCare. Geiger called the
incident a glitch.

10 Years Ago - 2008

One day before the first game of his eighth season, head
football coach Jim Tressel received a revised contract from the
university. In the amended contract, Tressel became the highest-
paid head coach in the Big Ten. Tressel surpassed lowa’s Kirk
Ferentz, who was making $3 million annually, with a raise to

$3.5 million for the next year. He also would receive annual
increases of 3-4 percent during the remainder of the term.
Tressel was under contract until Jan. 31, 2013.

"Because of our overwhelming regard for Coach Tressel’s
contributions to Ohio State and our football program, we made
a commitment toward keeping him No. 1 in the Big Ten and
among the top ranks of coaches nationally, and this revision
achieves that goal,” said athletic director Gene Smith.

Five Years Ago - 2013

After head football coach Urban Meyer delayed the team
vote until Aug. 26, five days before the Aug. 31 season opener
against Buffalo, Ohio State announced eight team captains on
Aug. 27. They were left tackle Jack Mewhort, center Corey
Linsley, backup quarterback Kenny Guiton, wide receiver
Corey “Philly” Brown, safeties Christian Bryant and C.J.
Barnett, starting quarterback Braxton Miller and linebacker
Ryan Shazier.

“There's more than just a couple that stand out,” Meyer
said. “It's not my decision, it's the players’ decision — they vote
on it. | wanted to give as much time as we could. | just wanted
to take our time to do it right.”

One Year Ago - 2017

Before the Buckeyes began their campaign, Ohio State
announced that the football team would donate $10,000 to
the American Red Cross for disaster relief efforts in Texas after
Hurricane Harvey tore through Houston.

In the Aug. 31 season opener, OSU and Indiana sported
"Houston Strong” helmet decals. The Buckeyes eventually took
a 49-21 victory at Memorial Stadium in Bloomington, Ind.

Among the numerous Texans on its roster, Ohio State
freshman running back J.K. Dobbins made a notable debut in
honor of his home state when he took 29 totes for 181 yards.

"I kind of thought of it as motivation for me because I'm
probably the only positive thing going on in my town right
now, so | just thought of it as bringing my city up,” Dobbins
said after the game. “That's why | came out here and played
as hard as | could.”

Ohio State’s Mia Grunze led all scorers
with 16.0 points and 13 kills while Adria
Powell added 13.5 points and 10 kills. The
Buckeyes tallied nine blocks to the Aggies’
two.

The Buckeyes then took to the road to
take part in the Rebel Invitational in Oxford,
Miss., hosted by Ole Miss. Ohio State opened
against Southern Miss and came away with
a 32 (21-25, 25-20, 23-25, 27-25, 15-9) victory
over the Golden Eagles on Aug. 31.

Southern Miss was paced by Kellie
Garraway, who led all scorers with 23.0
points. Ohio State was able to fight back from
2-1 set deficit to win the final two frames and
take the match to stay perfect on the season.

Grunze and Bukilic each contributed 16.5
points in the victory to lead the Buckeyes,
who posted 66 Kills.

Ohio State’s first loss of the season came
later that same day to the host Rebels, 3-2, (27-
29, 25-17, 25-14, 22-25, 15-13) as the Buckeyes
were held to just a .153 attacking percentage.
Rebel Emily Stroup led all scorers with 24.5
points on 23 Kkills, handing Ohio State the
defeat.

The Buckeyes recovered in the final game
of the invitational, collecting a 3-0 (28-26,
25-19, 25-16) win over Samford on Sept. 1.

Witte and Bukilic led Ohio State with 17.0
and 12.5 points respectively, combining for 23
of the Buckeyes’ 49 kills in the win, pushing
the team’s record to 5-1. OSU is set to return
to the court Sept. 7 against Princeton on the
road.

Field Hockey
Drops 2 Of 3

Ohio State’s field hockey team opened the
2018 season by splitting the first two games
of the campaign, both by 3-2 margins, before
dropping a heartbreaking 2-1 contest to No.
25 Maine to fall below .500 to start the season.

The Buckeyes began the new year with a
3-2 loss at the hands of Delaware in Columbus
on Aug. 24.

Delaware outshot the Buckeyes 187 in

the season opener, finding the back of the net
twice in the first half, carrying a 2-1 lead into
halftime. The Buckeyes tied the contest in
the 52nd minute thanks to a goal from Esther
Clotet, but a Delaware goal in the 66th minute
proved to be the deciding play in the game.
Ohio State rebounded with a 3-2 victory
over Louisville on the road Aug. 26, with all
three goals unanswered in a comeback win.
Trailing 2-0 in the second half, Ohio State
received goals from Courtney Daniels and
Sammy Stone in regulation to send the game
to overtime before Clotet sent everyone home
with a goal in the 72nd minute, giving the
Buckeyes their first win of the new season.
The No. 24 Buckeyes then took to Boston
on Sept. 1 for a neutral-site contest against No.
25 Maine but fell 2-1 in overtime to the Bears.
After a scoreless first half, Maine got on
the board first with a goal in the 53rd minute.
Ohio State didn’t take long to respond as
Jessica Hourihane scored on an assist from
Daniels to knot the score in the 55th minute.
In overtime, however, it was Maine getting
the golden goal when Libby Riedl slipped
a shot by Ohio State goalkeeper Aaliyah
Hernandez to send the Buckeyes home with
the loss.
The Buckeyes were set to return to the
field Sept. 3 to play Boston University before
taking on Ball State at home on Sept. 7.

Women's XC Wins As
Men Place 6th

The Ohio State cross country team trav-
eled to Highland Heights, Ky., on Sept. 1, and
half the squad came away with a first-place
showing.

The women’s team finished in first place
out of 10 teams in the competition, while the
men came in sixth. All five of the scorers on
the men’s side finished within 26 seconds of
each other.

“The men’s race was a challenge,” head
coach Khadevis Robinson said. “I think we
let some things out of our control bother us.
We will get better. The women did what we

expected. We felt we should have run stron-
ger, and we should only get stronger.”

The women, ranked 29th in the nation,
finished with 68 team points, led by
a fifth-place finish from junior Lainey
Studebaker (17:54.4). Ohio State also got
a 10th-place finish from senior Emily
Stoodley (18:15.5).

The men, on the other hand, checked
in with 132 points. They were led by junior
Aaron Wood, who placed 16th in a time of
15:48.0, which represented a personal best.

The cross country team is next scheduled
to race in the Golden Eagle Invitational on
Sept. 8 in Cookeville, Tenn.

Wrestling Team Adds
Staff Members

Ohio State head wrestling coach Tom
Ryan announced the addition of two staff
members Aug. 29, bringing on Anthony Ralph
and former Buckeye wrestler Bo Jordan.

Ralph, who had served as a volunteer
assistant for the last two seasons, was promot-
ed to director of recruiting & operations while
Jordan stepped into Ralph’s former duties as a
volunteer assistant.

“Anthony has been instrumental in our
recruiting success,” Ryan said. “We are really
fortunate that our administration and the
university has supported us in transitioning
Coach Ralph from on the mat into a director
of recruiting & operations role that will allow
him to concentrate and put forth full-time
focus on recruiting and operations.”

Jordan finished up his collegiate career
last season at Ohio State, having collected
89 career victories. A four-time All-American,
Jordan also earned Big Ten champion honors
during his Buckeye career and was also an
NCAA finalist.

“Bo comes from a rich coaching back-
ground obviously, the Jordan family. We don’t
lose him after graduation. That’s key. One
of the great wrestling careers in Ohio State
history,” Ryan said. “We’re looking forward
to keeping Bo in the room. We want men

that can lead. Bo brings that example to the
room.”

Ohio State also added Riley Ross and Ryan
Mantel to their support staff. Ross and Mantel
will serve as director of wresting sports sci-
ence and performance and assistant director
of operations, respectively.

In order to better introduce BSB readers
to Ohio State’s Olympic sports teams and
athletes, we will be shifting to more feature-ori-
ented coverage of the various squads going
Jorward. Buckeye Sports Bulletin will provide
a roundup of all the games, matches and meets
involving OSU’s teams each Monday on our
BuckeyeSports.com website, free to all print
subscribers.

Attention
Reds Fans

Here’s a chance for Buckeye Sports
Bulletin readers who are also Cincinnati
Reds fans to enjoy a year of Reds Report,
BSB’s sister publication covering the Reds,
for just $9.95, a $33 savings over the reg-
ular $42.95 rate. Take advantage of this
special offer for BSB readers and we will
also send you a voucher good for two free
tickets to your choice of select Reds games
this season.

This will be another interesting year for
Reds Report readers as our extensive Reds
minor league system coverage becomes
more critical with the team in the midst of
its rebuilding project. You will also enjoy
stories, columns, statistics and box scores
for the major league club.

Just send your $9.95 to P.O. Box 12453,
Columbus, Ohio, 43212 or call (614) 486-
2202 for credit card orders. You must
mention the Reds BSB Special.
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FOOTBALL
(1-0)

Sept. 1 OREGON STATE, W 77-31;
8 RUTGERS, 3:30 p.m.; 15 vs. TCU at
Arlington, Texas, 8 p.m.; 22 TULANE,
TBA; 29 at Penn State, TBA.

Oct. 6 INDIANA (Homecoming), 3:30
OR 4 p.m.; 13 MINNESOTA, TBA, 20 at
Purdue, TBA.

Nov. 3 NEBRASKA, TBA; 10 at
Michigan State, TBA; 17 at Maryland,
TBA; 24 MICHIGAN, Noon.

Dec. 1 Big Ten Championship Game
at Indianapolis, 8 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY

Sept. 1 Queen City Invitational at
Highland Heights, Ky., Men: 6th/10;
Women: 1st/10; 8 Golden Eagle
Invitational at Cookeville, Tenn.; 15
Commodore Classic at Nashville, Tenn.;

29 Lloyola Lakefront Invitational at
Chicago.

Oct. 13 Pre-Nationals at Madison,
Wis.; 28 Big Ten Championships at
Lincoln, Neb.

Nov. 9 NCAA Regionals at Terre
Haute, Ind.; 17 NCAA Championships at
Madison, Wis.

FIELD HOCKEY
(1-2)

Aug. 17 at Ohio (exhibition); 20
MICHIGAN  (exhibition); 24 (9)
DELAWARE, L 3-2; 26 at (8) Louisville,
W 3-2 (OT).

Sept. 1 vs. (25) Maine at Boston,
L 2-1 (OT); 3 at Boston University,
1 p.m.; 7 BALL STATE, 4 p.m.; 9
LEHIGH, 1 p.m.; 14 PENN STATE, 4
p.m.; 16 MIAMI (OHIO), 1T p.m.; 21
at Maryland, 1 p.m.; 23 at Rutgers, 1

p.m.; 28 INDIANA, 4 p.m.; 30 IOWA,
Noon.

Oct. 5 at Northwestern, 3 p.m.; 7
OHIO, 1 p.m.; 12 JAMES MADISON,
4 p.m.; 14 at Kent State, Noon; 19
MICHIGAN STATE, 3 p.m.; 21 MICHIGAN,
Noon.

MEN’S SOCCER
(1-3)

Aug. 24 WOLSTEIN CLASSIC vs.
FURMAN, L 2-0; 26 WOLSTEIN CLASSIC
vs. HOFSTRA, W 1-0; 31 Dayton Classic
vs. Marshall, L 1-0.

Sept. 2 Dayton Classic vs. Milwaukee,
L 1-0; 7 USF, 7:30 p.m.; 11 BOWLING
GREEN, 7 p.m.; 16 at Penn State, 1 p.m.;
21 NORTHWESTERN, 7:30 p.m.; 25 at
Michigan, 7 p.m.; 30 RUTGERS, Noon.

Oct. 5 CLEVELAND STATE, 7 p.m;
8 at Syracuse, 7 p.m.; 12 MICHIGAN

Same Great Taste Since 1972, & .

_-L_

b i

Dine-In - Carry-0ut - Pizza - Subs - Salads - Spaghetti

service since 1972.

Stop in - one visit and
you're family.

BUCKEYE LAKE
740-928-1144
4592 Walnut Rdl. (Rt. 79)

CIRCLEVILLE
740-474-3620
23401Us-23

LANCASTER
140-654-2400
2223 W. Fair Ave.

NEWARK
740-366-5741
969 Mt. Vernon Rd. (Rt. 13)

PICKERINGTON
614-856-3333
1000 O1d Diley Rl.

ZANESVILLE
140-455-6000
3938 Pond View Dr.

STATE, 5 p.m.; 16 KENTUCKY, 7 p.m.;
19 at Maryland, 7 p.m.; 24 INDIANA, 7
p.m.; 28 at Wisconsin, 4 p.m.
WOMEN'S SOCCER
(3-2)

Aug. 9 at Indiana (exhibition), 12
PITTSBURGH (exhibition); 16 at (3)Duke,
L 2-0; 19 at (6) North Carolina, L 2-0;
24 at Florida, W 1-0; 26 DUQUESNE,
Cancelled; 30 MOREHEAD STATE, W 8-0.

Sept. 2 at Notre Dame, W 1-0; 7
FLORIDA GULF COAST, 5 p.m.; 14 at
Penn State, 6 p.m.; 20 at lllinois, 8 p.m;
23 at Northwestern, 1 p.m.; 27 IOWA, 7
p.m.; 30 NEBRASKA, 2:30 p.m.

Oct. 5 at Michigan, 7 p.m.; 7 at
Michigan State, 1 p.m.; 12 RUTGERS,
7:30 p.m.; 14 MARYLAND, 2 p.m.; 18 at
Purdue, 6 p.m.; 21 WISCONSIN, 2 p.m.

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL
(5-1)

Aug. 24 ALBANY, W 3-1; 25 OHIO,
W 3-0; TEXAS A&M, W 3-0; 31 vs.
Southern Miss at Oxford, Miss., W 3-2;
at Ole Miss, L 3-2.

Sept. 1 vs. Samford at Oxford, Miss.,
W 3-0; 7 vs. Princeton at Towson, Md.,
4 p.m.; 8 vs. Missouri at Towson, Md.,
11 a.m.; at Towson, 4:30 p.m.; 14 vs.
Evansville at Dayton, 3 p.m.; 15 vs.
Tennessee at Dayton, 10:30 a.m.; at
Dayton, 7 p.m.; 19 at Wisconsin, 7 p.m.;
22 PENN STATE, TBA; 26 INDIANA, 7
p.m.; 29 at Maryland, 7 p.m.

Oct. 5 at Rutgers, 7 p.m.; 6 at Penn
State, 7 p.m.; 12 MICHIGAN, 7 p.m.;
14 MICHIGAN STATE, 1 p.m.; 19 at
Indiana, 7 p.m.; 20 at Purdue, 7 p.m.; 24
NEBRASKA, 7 p.m.; 28 at Northwestern,
2 p.m.

Nov. 2 |[LLINOIS, 7 p.m. 4
NORTHWESTERN, 1 p.m.; 7 at Michigan
State, 7 p.m.; 10 MARYLAND, 7 p.m.;
16 WISCONSIN, 7 p.m.; 17 MINNESOTA,
7 p.m.; 23 at Nebraska, 8 p.m.; 24 at
lowa, 8 p.m.

SUMMIT

PERFORMANCE ' INSTITUTE

Train to be the BEST you can be!

Designing fithess programs to
meet your personal needs.

Personal Training
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Group Fitness Training

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhhkhhkkkkkkkkk

Sports Specific Training

Owned and Operated By:

Brent Johnson
614-570-9918

B-fit.training@hotmail.com

Located at 2378 East Main Street in Bexley, Ohio
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FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
SEPT 1 - OREGON STATE
SEpT 8 - RUTGERS STATE
SEPT 15 - AT TEXAS CHRISTIAN

UniversiTy (TCU)

SEPT 22 - TULANE
SEPT 29 - AT PENN STATE
OcT 6 - INDIANA
Oct 13 - MINNESOTA
Oct 20 - AT PURDUE
Oct 27 - ByE WEEK
Nov 3 - NEBRASKA
Nov 10 - AT MICHIGAN STATE
Nov 17 - AT MARYLAND
Nov 24 - TTUN
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$24.95

D5-20: Helmet Stripes
and Buckeye Leaf Hat
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$24.95

A10-64: Brutus Buckeye
Socks
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$19.95

Open all Home Games.
Starting at 8 AM.
Closing hours vary by
the starting time of the
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Buckeye Quarterback Haskins Passes 1st Test

If there were any questions regarding the
potential of Dwayne Haskins as a difference
maker at the quarterback position, those con-
cerns went out the window Sept. 1 after his
performance in his first start as the Buckeyes’
signal caller.

COACHISICORNER
\With!

Even though the Oregon State defense was
one of the weakest OSU will see this year, the
offensive efficiency under Haskins was something
to build upon. His command of the offensive unit,
excellent decision making and poise under pres-
sure were impressive in the season opener.

Along with breaking both the total passing
yards and touchdown records for a firsttime
starting quarterback, Haskins proved you don’t
have to be a runner at the position to put up big
numbers in terms of both yardage and points.
Several times he kept drives alive with precision
passes to his host of talented receivers. Only
once did he make a rookie mistake by throwing
late across the middle in the red zone which
ended up in the hands of a Beaver defender.
The rest of his performance was near perfect
and very impressive.

It’s true he will have to go up against better
coverage units and a more intensive pass rush
as the season progresses, but no one can deny
Dwayne Haskins’ debut as a starter was a huge
success.

TEAM.

Get a quote from your
local GEICO office.

GEICO

Local Office

Well-Balanced Attack

One of the advantages of a more pro-style
attack like the Buckeyes displayed this week-
end is the fact that offensive production can be
more balanced. Of the more than 700 total yards
the Buckeyes amassed against Oregon State,
it was within 30 yards of being an even split
between the run and the pass.

The offensive coaching staff knows the
squad is deep in skilled athletes and the more
you can highlight their talents, the tougher it is
for opponents to focus in on stopping a single
running or passing threat. Six different skill
players scored touchdowns against the Beavers.
That’s impressive, but the fact that those scores
came between running backs, wide receivers
and tight ends demonstrates the offense has a
lot of weapons at its disposal.

Explosive as well as versatile makes up the
early trademark of the 2018 Buckeye offense.
Of the 10 offensive scoring drives, seven were
under 10 plays, including a one-play, 75yard
pass from Haskins to Terry McLaurin in the
third quarter. A 49-yard scamper by a healthy
Mike Weber demonstrated the ability of the
offense to also strike quickly via the run. Blitz
is a term usually associated with defensive foot-
ball. It means a sudden, intense and damaging
attack. It was the Ohio State offense that led to
the destruction of any hopes the Oregon State
team had of pulling an upset victory over the
Buckeyes.

Hats off to an offensive line that did a stellar
job of protecting Haskins along with opening
up holes the Queen Mary could have maneu-
vered through in the season opener. The Ohio
State line is impressive in both stature and
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mobility. Led by Michael Jordan at center, the
line completely dominated the Oregon State
defensive front. The Buckeyes tallied 35 first
downs, and a large part of the credit goes to the
offensive line, which seems much improved
from last season. If the offensive line shows it
can perform at such a high level against Big
Ten defensive fronts, the Buckeye scoring
machine will be hard to stop.

Defensive Concerns

As rosy as things look on the offensive side
of the football, there is reason to be apprehen-
sive about the defensive performance in the
season opener. The traditionally stout Silver
Bullets gave up 31 points and 392 yards to a
team that was 112th and 113th in the nation
among Division I teams in those categories last
year. Perhaps the most troubling statistic for the
defense was the fact the Oregon State offense
broke three plays of 49 yards or more, includ-
ing an 80-yard run by speedy halfback Artavis
Pierce in the third quarter.

The Beavers offensive coaching staff had
a very solid game plan of trying to keep the
Buckeye defense off balance with misdirection
plays, short passes and screens. The Oregon
State play selection took advantage of a defense
that was young in terms of experience at line-
backer and a secondary that was trying to come
together as a unit. Broken assignments and
missed tackles, along with poor support and
pursuit angles to the football, led to defensive
breakdowns which are very uncommon for the
Buckeyes.

Even though Ohio State had superior ath-
leticism and speed on the defensive side of the
football compared to the Oregon State offen-
sive talent, the Beavers exposed some areas
future offensive units will explore against the
Buckeyes down the road. Granted, the Ohio
State defense has plenty of things in the play-
book it will be using in later games, but there
is plenty of work that has to be done regarding
responsibilities and execution of the basics.
Odds are the Buckeye defensive unit has the tal-
ent and will come together and mature quickly
with game experience.

The bright spot defensively for the
Buckeyes, to no one’s surprise, was the per-
formance of the defensive front. Defensive end
Nick Bosa and tackle Dre’Mont Jones owned
the Oregon State offensive line. The Buckeye
defense, led by Bosa and Jones, recorded five

sacks and numerous pressures on Beaver quar-
terbacks. The attempt by Oregon State to slow
down the rush with those screens and short
passes had some success, but there was never
any doubt who owned the line of scrimmage.
The defensive touchdown by Bosa, the first of
his collegiate career, is an indication of what’s in
store for opposing offensive linemen.

Where Did The KR Go?

Throughout the past few decades the NCAA
has made rule changes that have had a major
effect on special teams play. These changes
included no blocking below the waist on any
type of kick or punt return, penalties and even
being tossed out for targeting or launching
when bringing down a returner, and the disal-
lowing of the wedge kickoff return.

These and other rule changes have good
intentions for player safety, but this year’s rule
change allowing for fair catches on Kickoff
returns inside the 25yard line has practically
eliminated the return altogether.

The kickoff return is one of the most excit-
ing plays in football. Safety is of major impor-
tance, that’s for certain, but in all the years
of playing and coaching I can’t recall a major
injury on Kickoff returns. I'm sure there have
been some, but there are plenty of restrictions
already in place to make this particular part of
the game as safe as possible without taking
away one of the most game-changing aspects
of the sport.

I'm sure my concern will fall on deaf ears,
and there is a good chance the return itself will
be eliminated along with both the kickoff and
kickoff return strategies that go with it. There
were 18 Kkickoffs in the Oregon State game, and
only four were returned. Some were kicked
out of the end zone and couldn’t be brought
back, but there were many that would have
been returned under the original rules of the
game. Creative and sound special teams play
has always been important to the success of any
football team. The NCAA has taken a major part
of the game away, and an old ball coach like me
doesn’t appreciate it.

Known as one of the top recruiters in
college football, Bill Conley is a national
championship-winning coach and player at
Ohio State who suited up for Woody Hayes
and spent 17 years on the staffs of Earle Bruce,
John Cooper and Jim Tressel.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER SERVICE BOARD

COME PARK WITH US
FOR ALL HOME FOOTBALL GAMES!

Martha Morehouse Medical Plaza
2050 Kenny Road
Columbus, Ohio

$20 DONATION PER CAR (price set by CampusParc)
LESS THAN 3/4 MILE WALK TO OHIO STADIUM

Funds raised through 2018 football parking will be donated to the
Jameson Crane Sports Medicine Institute.

BENEFITING

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER
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New-Look, Haskins-Led Offense Easy On The Eyes

This new Buckeyes offense where the
quarterback throws and the running backs
run is going to be fun to watch. Not that the
old way failed.

Each of Urban Meyer’s first six teams
at Ohio State rank among the top 13 teams
in OSU history for scoring, including first,
second, fourth and fifth for points per game.

EXNER POINT

Rich Exner

But the potential is so much greater this
year because of what could be Ohio State’s
best passing game in years, decades or
maybe even ever — in combination with a
very solid crop of running backs.

Yes, we've seen only one start from
Dwayne Haskins, and two of his five touch-
down passes were of the cheap, short-pitch,
almost-handoff variety. But even setting
aside the stat line that said Haskins complet-
ed 73.3 percent of his passes for 313 yards
and five TD passes, there was ample evi-
dence presented to the 100,000-plus jurors in
Ohio Stadium and the many others watching
onTV.

Haskins throws accurately.

Haskins throws with velocity.

Haskins makes quick decisions.

Haskins throws to open receivers when
they are open.

Haskins, when the receivers are not yet
open, throws to open spots on the field and
lets receivers run to those openings.

Anything else?

Oh yes, that sometimes suspect Ohio
State receiving corps from time to time over
the years suddenly looks really good when
Haskins is at quarterback. The receivers are
impressive when they get the ball in space,
on the move and in just the right place to
keep advancing the football downfield.

One other quarterback stat does stand
out from the opener. Haskins carried the
football twice for a total of 24 yards. J.T.
Barrett averaged 12 carries per game last
season.

The last time a Buckeye starting quarter-
back had so few carries was on Sept. 9, 2015,
when Cardale Jones carried twice for 11
yards. But he shared QB duties that day with
Barrett, who ran three times for 18 yards.

I'm not opposed to a quarterback run-
ning, if he’s your best threat at running the
football. But I much prefer a pass-first quar-

terback, especially when others are capable
of handling the running duties.

Two 1,000-Yard Backs?

There’s little reason to ask Haskins to run
the ball much this year, with two veterans of
1,000-yard rushing seasons lined up behind
him at different times.

A now healthy Mike Weber (he was lim-
ited much of last season) looked better than
ever, using a combination of moves and speed
to roll up 186 yards on just 20 carries against
Oregon State. Saying Weber looked better
than ever is saying something. Remember,
he ran for 1,096 yards as a redshirt freshman
in 2016 then added 626 as a sophomore last
season even while being limited by injuries.

But Weber didn’t even start against
Oregon State. J.K. Dobbins, coming off a
1,403-yard freshman season, was the starter.
Dobbins ran 15 times for 74 yards against
the Beavers.

In a 14-game season, it takes just over 71
yards a game to reach 1,000 yards.

Could OSU have two 1,000-yard runners
this season — for just the third time in school
history?

I think so.

In fact, I expect it. One reason is the
talent. The other reason is that the quarter-
back won't be taking carries away from the
running backs.

Championship-Caliber Offense

It’s clear, even through just one game,
that Ohio State has the type of offense that
can carry its share of the load for a national
championship team. Passing, running and
depth - the talent is high and runs deep on
the offense.

The defense? Well, we’re going to have to
see substantial improvement.

Thirty-one points are too many points to
give up to Oregon State, which is coming off
a one-win season in 2017 and hasn’t had a
winning record since 2013.

The defensive backs looked slow at times.
Their tackling was so-so, as was their pass
coverage overall on the day. The linebacker
group didn’t stand out, either good or bad.
This group was average.

There is talent is on the roster to do bet-
ter. Time will tell if they come through.

However, no such questions linger about
the defensive line.

Standout DL

For as good as Haskins looks at quar-
terback and the talent OSU has at running
back with the Weber-Dobbins combo, the
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best part of the 2018 Buckeyes looks like the
defensive line.

Nick Bosa is his same-old unblockable
self at one defensive end for Ohio State.
Chase Young could well end up being nearly
as good at the other end. And there is plenty
of other talent to go around.

One particularly impressive play came on
a third down late in the first quarter against
Oregon State.

Bosa overpowered the left side of the
Oregon State offensive line to get the sack.
Young got there at about the same time
from the other side. And Dre’Mont Jones
wasn’t far away coming up the middle. Ohio
State rushed just three, and three different
Buckeyes could easily have gotten the sack.

Defensive line play like that will make
it easier for the linebackers and defensive
backs behind them. Ohio State won’t have to
blitz as much, leaving more defenders back,
and the backfield won’t have to sustain the
pass coverage as long.

Oh yeah, there was a bonus. One of the two
fumbles Bosa recovered was for a touchdown.

Problems Up North

The scoreboard read Notre Dame 24,
Michigan 17. But in watching the game, it
didn’t seem that close. Notre Dame jumped
on Michigan for a 14-0 first-quarter lead, and
Michigan never really seemed within reach.

It's going to be interesting to see how
chapter four in the Jim Harbaugh era at
Michigan plays out. He’s now 28-12 as the
Michigan coach. Meyer was 39-3 one game
into his fourth season at Ohio State, with a

national title. Meyer was 73-8 in his first six
seasons at Ohio State.

But Harbaugh and Michigan do have an
opportunity to get things straightened out.
Michigan’s next opponent ranked in the presea-
son top 25 isn’t until Wisconsin on October 13.

Problems Out East

It was a win, but Penn State must still
be trying to figure out what happened in
its escape from Appalachian State, need-
ing to go to overtime before beating the
Mountaineers at home.

Appalachian State scored 28 fourth-quar-
ter points (including 21 straight) to take the
lead, 38-31, with under two minutes to go.
Penn State had to rally just to get the game
into overtime.

Positives Out East

While OSU division rival Michigan lost
and both Michigan State and Penn State
struggled to victories against lesser oppo-
nents, Maryland scored an impressive win
- knocking off No. 23 Texas, 34-29.

It was a double-dip for Maryland, which
had won a wild 51-41 game to Texas a year
ago as well.

It will be interesting to see just how good
Maryland is. The Terps have struggled since
joining the Big Ten, posting just one winning
season (7-6 in 2014). Maryland has gone
39, 6-7 and 4-8 the last three seasons. The
Terrapins are also still without head coach
DJ Durkin, who is on administrative leave
amid a university investigation into the foot-
ball culture at the school.

LUNCH « DINNER

HARVEY & ED’S

COCKTAILS
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Day Provides Different Vibe, Same Results For OSU

Yes, it was just Oregon State, a team that
went 1-11 last season. Yes, the Ohio State
defense gave up 31 points and looked gener-
ally underwhelming in the back seven.

But what the Buckeyes and acting head
coach Ryan Day did Sept. 1 — beating the
Beavers, 77-31, at Ohio Stadium - shouldn’t
be discounted, especially after a tumultuous
August in Columbus.

V@Y WIUSINES
Tim

There was certainly an elephant in the
room in the form of a missing person at
the Horseshoe for the opener. Ohio State’s
normal head coach - you might have heard
of him, a guy named Urban Meyer — was
suspended. He'll be suspended for week two
against Rutgers and week three against TCU
as well, although he otherwise was slated to
resume his normal coaching duties Sept. 3.

I've written more than enough in regard
to my thoughts on Meyer’s suspension, so
in this space I'll focus on Meyer the coach,
especially in comparison to Day.

During the postgame press conference,
there was a mad scramble for interviews with
defensive end Nick Bosa and quarterback
Dwayne Haskins — for good reason — that left
me in a fortunate position to have fifth-year
senior Parris Campbell to myself, or at least in

a small group, for a few minutes. That’s rare
in a postgame press conference, especially
when it comes to a player who has become
the team’s most important leader off the field.

Campbell was open and honest when it
came to both Day and Meyer. He noted that
nobody can truly compare to Ohio State’s
head coach, who is 73-8 in six seasons at
Ohio State — even if Day got off to a resound-
ing start in 2018.

“I think Coach Meyer is kind of a one-
of-a-kind coach,” Campbell told me. “But I
think the energy that Coach Day brings is
great. He’s a juiced up guy. He loves pushing
tempo on offense, obviously. I mean, he just
gets us going.”

Day certainly did get Ohio State going
against the Beavers. As I said above, you
can’t argue with 77 points, no matter the
opponent.

That said, one thing Campbell said stood
out above anything else after he was asked
how game day was different without Meyer.

“I think there’s a different pressure when
Coach Meyer is on the field, just because
of the high expectations that he holds,”
Campbell said. “I'm not saying that each
and every coach doesn’t hold that exact
expectation, it’s just that Coach Meyer has a
different presence about him, has a different
vibe about him. So I think that was the main
thing that was different.”

That’s a vibe that has been earned over
the course of a head coaching career that
dates back to 2001. He’s won at every stop
— Bowling Green, Utah, Florida and Ohio
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State — on his way to a 177-31 overall record
and an 11-3 clip in bowl games so far. Meyer
has three national titles and six conference
championships as a head coach. He’s become
a larger-than-life figure in college football,
which has certainly contributed to the fierce
reaction to his transgressions regarding Zach
Smith in some parts of the country.

Compare that to Day, who is a rising star
in the coaching industry but has never been
a full-time head coach. He’s 1-0 leading a
program, and it’s not even his program — not
yet, at least.

For now, Day is the head coach in an inter-
im capacity. Next year, he’ll likely be leading
a program of his own — he already turned
down one SEC head coaching job last season,
and his stock is only going to rise after likely
starting the season 3-0 before Meyer's return.

As acting head coach, Day can get the
best out of his players, just as Meyer does.
But there’s a difference. The players want to
perform for Day, but when Meyer is there,
they know that they don’t have any other
choice. That’s the difference, but for now,
both vibes have the same result.

Ohio State isn’t done winning this sea-
son, and the Buckeyes will continue being
one of the best teams in the nation under
Meyer and — perhaps sometime down the
line — Day.

And, since I brought up Campbell earlier,
I think it’'s worth pointing out again how
important he is to the team. He has taken over
J.T. Barrett’s role as lead motivator among
the players, and he was the one to give the
pregame speech before the season opener.

“The message was go out and show
the world the chip on the shoulder that
we have,” sophomore running back J.K.
Dobbins said.

That’s certainly what the Buckeyes did.

On Haskins

T'll be the first to admit that, based on
what I was able to see with my own eyes, I
would have picked Joe Burrow to be Ohio
State’s starting quarterback this season. I
thought he had nearly the same physical
tools as Haskins but was a better runner and
more experienced decision-maker.

Marriott Columbus Univ

rsity Area Inn
614-447-9777 | OSUMarriott.com

I still fully expect Burrow to be a star —as I
wrote this, he was a few hours away from his
debut as LSU’s starting quarterback — but it’s
safe to say that against Oregon State, Haskins
showed why the coaching staff picked him.
He had the most prolific first start in program
history — 313 passing yards, five passing
touchdowns — and might have been even
more impressive than those numbers show.

Haskins is, quite simply, the best passing
quarterback I have seen at Ohio State. The
Buckeyes have never had a signal caller like
him, and that should pay dividends through-
out the rest of the year. He has a rocket arm,
a quick release and the right attitude — he’s
willing to throw receivers open, and he’s
willing to let his teammates make a play on
the ball. Those are things Barrett never did,
and in my opinion, that’s what held him back
more than anything else.

Haskins is a gunslinger, but he’s so tal-
ented that he might even avoid some of the
negatives that that term often brings.

He did throw one interception in a bad
spot — he never should have let that ball
go under pressure, leading to a pick at the
l-yard line — but it was actually pretty close
to being a touchdown. Had the receiver
been a taller player such as Austin Mack or
Binjimen Victor, rather than Johnnie Dixon,
then it likely would have been caught for six.
But it wasn’t, and it was still a bad decision.

I'd expect more touchdowns than bad
choices the rest of the way, though. Haskins
sure looks like a guy who could be a first-
round pick in the NFL draft in either of the
next two years.

A Stat To Know

It will be rare for me to focus on specific
statistics in this space, but I've always liked
the phrase, “If you see something, say some-
thing,” and last night, I saw a stat — pointed
out by our own Garrett Stepien on Twitter —
that our subscribers certainly need to know.

Over his past 18 games at Michigan, head
coach Jim Harbaugh has led the Wolverines
to a 9-9 record, including their week-one loss
to Notre Dame on the road. That’s nine loss-
es in 18 games. Meyer, as mentioned above,
has just eight losses in 81 games as Ohio
State’s head coach.

Michigan fans are seemingly convinced
that Harbaugh is the savior for a program
that hasn’t been back to its full potential in
more than a decade, but he simply hasn’t
proved that on the field just yet. Not even
close.

Now I have to ask, how much job security
does Harbaugh have in Ann Arbor? It can’t be
much at this point. At least, it shouldn’t be.

Join The Conversation

Perhaps the best resource on our new
full-service website, BuckeyeSports.com, is
the BSB Forum. Subscribers can go there to
interact with BSB staffers — we all post regu-
larly — as well as other fans. We can answer
questions, provide some inside information,
and simply take part in good conversation
about Ohio State football.

That Forum will be actively manned by
the BSB staff on game days as well. We have
a live thread running throughout the game
with our own analysis, and I really encourage
our subscribers to take part. The conversa-
tions can be fun, and we would love to hear
your analysis of the Buckeyes as well.

The Forum - and the website in general
—is free to all BSB print subscribers. For sig-
nup information regarding BuckeyeSports.
com, see page 5.
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Buckeyes Impress In 1st Look After Unusual Camp

Wasn't it nice to finally watch some Ohio
State football, instead of another episode of
OSU’s version of the Jerry Springer show? I am
always eager for the start of Buckeye football
season, but I was ready for that first kickoff even
more so this year.

One of the occupational hazards of having
a job at Buckeye Sports Bulletin is the fact that
virtually everyone you bump into or speak to
on the phone wants to talk Buckeye football.
Do you want to know something funny? In the
month of August, prime time for people wanting
to talk about Buckeye football, I don’t think I
fielded one question about the team.

Oh, I fielded questions. But it’s been all
about Zach-gate and Urban Meyer’s role in
it and his ultimate punishment. What's even
funnier is the fact that preseason practice was
locked up so tight that I wouldn’t have been very
good at answering people’s questions about the
team anyway.

Now we can all talk somewhat intelligently
about the Buckeyes. Isn't it refreshing?

My big question heading into the Oregon
State game was the same as yours. How was
Dwayne Haskins going to look as the starting
quarterback? Sure he was brilliant in relief of
J.T. Barrett in last season’s Michigan game, but
being the starter is a whole different animal.

On Haskins’ first pass of the game, a crisp
toss to Terry MclLaurin for 27 yards, it was
clear that there was a new sheriff in town. Two
plays later there was an equally crisp pass to
McLaurin for a 2-yard touchdown. It’s not that
Barrett couldn’t have completed those passes,
as McLaurin was wide open on both plays.
There was just a certain zip on the passes that
was not generally present when Barrett took to
the air and a decisiveness from the new field
general when he went back to pass that I also
think was missing.

That zip was there for most of the afternoon
as Haskins went 22 of 30 for 313 yards and five
touchdowns, the latter two figures high-water
marks for a first-time starter at Ohio State. Sure
there was that interception in the third quarter.
I think we will see things like that from time
to time this season as Haskins grows into the
position. But there is no denying his Cardale
Joneslike arm, though we didn’t really see the
long ball in this outing.

That will come. But the long ball doesn’t
have to be overabundant on a Meyer-built
team. There should be a wealth of receivers
who can take a short- or medium-range pass
and turn it into a big play with their speed
and athleticism. We saw that on McLaurin’s
second score of the day, a play on which he
took a nice pass from Haskins and turned on
the jets for a 75-yard jaunt, Haskins’ longest
completion of the game. I was very impressed
with the fact that two Oregon State defenders
had solid angles on McLaurin on the play, but
he scored regardless.

When Meyer arrived in Columbus, he
famously called the receivers he inherited a
“clown show.” He has recruited his own athletes
over the years, but last year in particular, I didn’t
find the wideouts much better than the previ-
ously criticized circus performers.

It was so nice in the 77-31 win over the
Beavers to see so many receivers open so much
of the time. Was Haskins throwing them open,
not a Barrett strong suit, or were they getting
open on their own? Or was it a combination?
There were a lot of them getting open, not just
McLaurin. In all, Haskins hit seven different
receivers before yielding to Tate Martell, led by
K.J. Hill with six receptions for 82 yards, Austin
Mack with five for 69 and McLaurin with his
four catches for a game-high 121-yards and the
two scores.
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Couple that passing with a strong rushing
attack led by Mike Weber (186 yards) and J.K.
Dobbins (74 yards), and Haskins and Martell
were able to lead Ohio State to a balanced 375
yards rushing and 346 yards passing for 721
total yards. That was the second highest total in
school history to the 776 run up against Bowling
Green in 2016.

I know the Beavers are not Penn State or
Michigan, but they are not BG either. (No
offense, Bowling Green. I have a special place
in my heart for you, my first sports journalism
employer.) I was pretty impressed.

I was struck by something new (and also
former) Rutgers offensive coordinator John
McNulty said in the preview of the upcoming
game with the Scarlet Knights found elsewhere
in this paper.

“The only way to score is to get some big
plays,” McNulty said, talking about the Knights,
but also offense in general. “I hope we have a
lot of 14-play drives, but I just know the reality
is that you've got to strike down the field and
operate at different tempos to get (defenses)
off balance.

“When you hit a big play, you've got to get
up on the ball and try to hit another one. I just
think (the big play) is essential to scoring. I
don’t think we're going to just throw a bunch of
5yard routes and hit some 4-yard runs and try
to score. I think we want to advance the ball in
chunks.”

McNulty’s vision is kind of what we were
promised when Meyer arrived back in 2012.
But when the team evolved into a club that
featured “J.T. left and J.T. right,” the big play
became less of a factor. Barrett was a terrific
runner but he didn’t have the real breakaway
capabilities of a quarterback such as Braxton
Miller, and he didn’t have the arm to pick up
chunks of yardage through the air unless his
receivers caught it and ran. J.T. was a great QB,
a great leader and a winner, but not necessarily
the guy to operate a big-play offense — not that
he didn’t do it at times.

We know Ohio State has two big-play run-
ning backs in Dobbins and Weber. Perhaps
now, with Haskins at the aerial controls, the
team can also feature the bevy of receivers
on the club who, for whatever reasons, have
underachieved and the Buckeyes can rack up
the video game-type yardage that the fans love
and opposing defensive coordinators hate.

And I don’t want to forget the offensive
line. No offense can run up over 700 yards and
70 points — seven points were scored by the
defense — on such a balanced attack without
strong play from the big uglies, and this was a
real area for concern heading into the season. I
was especially pleased to see that acting head
coach Ryan Day had special praise for guard
Malcolm Pridgeon, a lineman who came to
Columbus from the JUCO ranks to much fan-
fare but had accomplished little to date. I am
excited to finally see what Pridgeon (6-7, 310)
can do in his final season.

Of course the Buckeyes are going to need
all the help they can get from the offense if the
defense is going to be giving up 31 points per
game as they did against the Beavers. I am
going to need to watch another game or so to
figure out what was wrong with the defense,
assuming it doesn’t improve in the next game
with Rutgers.

One thing that struck me in the opener,
especially on the lengthy runs by Artavis Pierce
early in the third quarter, was the lack of speed
displayed by members of the Ohio State sec-
ondary. I don’t know how fast Pierce is, but he
was leaving Buckeye defenders in the dust. As I
alluded to previously, Meyer recruits for speed.
If you have earned a spot in the Buckeye defen-
sive backfield, you have the jets.  worry that the
Ohio State defenders were either confused or
not putting in the effort, neither thing good. Or
maybe Pierce and the Beavers are just that fast.
It's something I will be watching, and I know the
coaching staff will be, too.

One defender who lived up to his billing —
and it was pretty lofty billing to live up to — was
Nick Bosa. The junior alleverything defensive
end was a human highlight film in the first
half against Oregon State, with four tackles,
including two sacks, and two fumble recov-
eries, one for a touchdown. The way to win
postseason awards is to get lots of exposure
on “SportsCenter,” and I have a feeling that,
barring injury, Bosa is going to be a mainstay
on ESPN’s flagship show — and other shows —
this season.

On another defense line note, we had heard
rumblings that Dre’'Mont Jones was going to
add pressure on the quarterback from his tackle
position this season, and the 6-3, 286-pounder
didn’t disappoint with two sacks of his own.

Special Teams Notes

Will we recognize football in 10 years? This
fair catch on kickoffs rule is about the stupidest
rule I have seen in some time, and that’s among
a lot recent changes I don't like. Talk about
watering down one of the most exciting plays
in football. Nothing can turn a game like a long
kick return, and a big hit on coverage can ignite
a team and its fans.

This change in rules could have a unique
and unintended effect on Meyer's Buckeyes.
It has been a tradition under the coach for
younger players to earn their playing time by
performing well on special teams. The rules
makers are limiting a stage upon which young
Buckeyes can audition.

On another special teams note, why does it
seem like Meyer’s Buckeyes continue to strug-
gle on punt returns? Fan favorite C.J. Saunders
looked uncomfortable on punt returns against
Oregon State and coughed up the ball on one
of his attempts, giving the Beavers possession
at the Buckeye 24.

On the positive side, Demario McCall later
returned a punt 26 yards to give Ohio State good
field position at the Beaver 46, setting up the
Buckeyes’ 10th touchdown. I thought McCall,
who also returned a kickoff 21 yards, was going
to be Ohio State’s primary return man. McCall’s
kick return equaled the longest of the game
and was one of only four returns on 18 kickoffs
during the contest.

Springer Show Continued

OK, what’s a column without some mention
of the Zach and Urban controversy.

I remain surprised at how many of you are
so surprised at the bashing that Ohio State has
been taking nationally over what rival fans and
most pundits perceive as a slap on the wrist — if
that — for Meyer. The only thing that would have
satisfied the masses would have been a firing,

forfeiture of games, a reduction in scholarships,
a bowl ban and, possibly, a prison sentence for
the threetime national championship coach —
and I don’t mean at Club Fed. And that punish-
ment would have led to weeks more of gleeful
discourse.

This national hysteria is actually a validation
of the status of the Ohio State program. There
is a reason that Maryland, involved in a scandal
of a far more serious nature than Ohio State,
is flying under the sports radio radar. No one
cares about Maryland football. Buckeye football
is a big deal, and so is Meyer.

‘When will this all go away, I am frequently
asked. When a new scandal involving a college
or pro team of note comes along to replace it.
There’s a lot of air time and Internet space to
be filled, and Meyer and Ohio State are the hot
topic right now. If the story fades a little bit, it
will heat back up when Meyer takes the side-
lines against Tulane on Sept. 22.

As for the many Buckeyes fans I have spo-
ken to, it seems like 80 percent think Meyer’s
punishment was proper and just. Another 10
percent are adamant that Meyer did nothing
wrong and did not deserve any punishment.
The remaining 10 percent are equally adamant
that Meyer should have been fired, as he is a
disgrace to Ohio State.

One thing I have thought about quite a bit
recently involves a central figure in this whole
mess who is not present to tell his side of the
story (please put the mobile devices down, par-
ticipants) — Earle Bruce.

I can’t help but wonder if things might have
been different if Earle had been around and
in good health over the past few years. Would
he have told Meyer, his protégé, to cut Zach
Smith loose sooner? Would he have told Smith,
his grandson, to straighten up and tend to his
job and family? Would he have done nothing
because he felt it was none of his business?
We will never know, but I doubt things could
have been worse if he were around to offer his
perspective and advice.

I know this: No one loved Ohio State football
more than Earle Bruce, and I am sure he would
be mortified with what is going on today.

In-Game Participation

While you might not think about it, during
a Buckeye game is a great time to hop on
the BuckeyeSports.com Forum. The Buckeye
Sports Bulletin crew is on the Forum through-
out the game offering their analysis of the con-
test and reporting on injuries and offering other
updates. When I got bored during the rain delay
I jumped on and put my two cents in.

The Forum is a key component of
BuckeyeSports.com, which is free to all
Buckeye Sports Bulletin subscribers. If you
are not already enjoying this added benefit you
can find simple sign-up instructions on page 5
of this issue.

Is 1st-Class Mail For You?

‘We had varied reports on the timely deliv-
ery of our big Football Preview Issue. Some
people from outside Ohio - including Indiana,
traditionally our worst mail delivery state — had
swift arrival of their BSB while others, including
readers in Ohio, had painfully slow delivery.

One way to make delivery more consis-
tent, especially if you are out of state, is to
upgrade to first-class mail in an envelope. You
can upgrade your existing subscription to first
class during football season for $28 and through
football recruiting season for $38. Mail your
check to P.O Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio,
43212 or call (614) 486-2202 for credit card
orders. Remember to mention the “Football” or
“Recruiting” upgrade.

www.BuckeyeSports.com
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Tell your coach,
parent, and athletic trainer
if you think you or one of
your teammates may have a
concussion. It's up to you to
report your symptoms. Your
coach and team are relying
on you. Plus, you won't play
your best if you are not
feeling well.

If you think
you have a concussion, do not
return to play on the day of the
injury. Only a health care provider
can tell if you have a concussion
and when it is OK to return to
school and play. The sooner you
get checked out, the sooner you
may be able to safely return to

play.

A concussion can

make everyday activities,
such as going to school,

harder. You may need extra

help getting back to your

normal activities. Be sure to

update your parents and
doctor about how you are

feeling.

http://www.healthy.ohio.gov/concussion
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GOOD TEAMMATES KNOW: IT'S BETTER TO MISS ONE GAME THAN THE WHOLE SEASON
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